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DEBATES 


I  N 


PARLIAMEN    T. - 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Decembir  i/?,  I74l« 

7ht  mw  Houfe  of  Commons  being  mety  the  Vjhtr  came  from  ^he  Houfe 
ff  Ltris^  Hmth'His  Majeftfs  commands  for  their  immediate  attend^ 
ancey  when  they  were  ordered  to  chuft  a  Speaker  \  and  being  returned^ 
Mr.  PEtHAM  addrejfcd  bimfelf  in  the  following  manner  to  the  Clerk 
Bftbe  Houfe. 

Mr.  Harding, 

AS  we  are  here  aflembled,  in  purfuancc  of  the  imperial  fiimmons, 
it  is  neceiTary,  in  obedience  to  His  Majefty's  commands)  and 
tbe  eftabliibed  cuftom'of  this  Houfe,  we  proceed  immedi&tely  to  the 

choice  of  a  perfon  qualified  for  the  Chair. ^Gentlemen,  It  is  with 

jK>  common  degree  of  fatisfaclion,  that  I  obferve  this  aiTembly  fo 
jiomerous  on  tbe  firft  day;  becaiife  whatever  is  tranfaded  by  us,  muft 
oecefiarily  be  confidered  by  the  nation  with  more  regard,  as  it  is  ap- 
proved by  a  greater  number  of  their  reprefentatives  ;  and  becaufe  the 
prefect  afEair,  which  relates  particularly  to  this  Houfe,  muft  be  more 
iatifl^orily  condu^^ed,  as  our  number  is  greater  i  fince  every  man 
VoL.lL  B  muft 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


a  oebateOn  [dec»^i# 

muft  willingly  abide  by^bis  own  choice,  and  chearfuUy  Tubnutta  that 
iuthorityi-  of  which  he  has  himfeif  concDintd  to  tbe  cftafatiftmcnt;. 

The  qualifications  required  in  the  perfon  who  fhall  fill  the  chair, 
t&  his  own  reputation,  aitd  the  advantage  of  the  Houie,  it  is  not 
nrceilary  minutdy  to  re^oupt  i  it  being  obvious  to  every  Gentleman 
who  bears  me^  that  he  muft  pofTefs  fuch  an  equality  of  temper,  as 
ftiay  errat)Ie  him  aTways  to  pteferve  "a  fteady  and  impartial  attention, 
neither  difcompofed  by  the  irregularfties  into  which  fome  Gentlemen 
unacquainted  with  the  forms  of  this  aflembly  may  eafily  fall,  nor 
difconcerted  by  tbe  heat  and  turl^dence  to  which,  in  former  parlia- 
ments, fome.  of  thofe  whofe  experience  might  baye  taught  them  the 
neceiCry  of  decency,  have  been  tv  often  hurried  by  the  eagernefs 
of  controverfy.  That  be  maft  a^d  to, this  perpetuaS  ferenity,  fucii  a. 
fxrmnefs  of  mind,  as  may  enable  him  to  reprefs  petulance  and  fubdue 
contumacy,  and  fupport  the  orders  of  the  Houfe,  in  whatever  con- 
trariety of  counfeIs,or  oommotiiwicf  dcbttt,  •gmft  ^1  attempts  pf 
infra&ion  or  deviation.  That  tdi  give  efScacy  to  his  interpofitions, 
and  procure  veneration  to  his  decifions,  he  muft,  from  his  general 
chara&er  and  perfonal  qualities,  derive  fuch  dignity-and  authortty,  as 
may  naturally  difpofe  the  minds  of  others  to  obedience,  as  may  fup- 
prefs  the  murmurs  of  enVy,  and  prevent  the  ftruggles  of  competition^ 

Thefe  qualifications  were  eminently  confpicuous  in  tbe  Gentlemaa 
who  fUled  the  Chair  in  the  earlier  part  of  my  life,  and  who  is  now 
one  of  the  ornaments  of  the  othec  Houfe.  Such  were  bia  abilitieSy 
and  fucb  his  conduct,  that  it  would  be  predimptuous  in  any  man, 
however  e|id9.vve.d  by  nature^  or  acCompliibed  by  ftudy,  to  afpire  to 
furpafs  him )  nor  can  a  higher  encomium  be  eafily  conceived,  than 
this  Houfe  beftowed  upon  that  p^rfbn,  who  was  thought  worthy  to 
fuccecd  him. 

,  Tbe  office  which  we  have  now  to  confer,  is  not  only  arduous  with 
regard  to  the  abilities  necefliry  to  the  execudoa  of  it,  but  extremely 
burthcnfome  and  laborious,  fuch  as  requires  continual  attendances 
and  inceflant  application  ;  nor  can  it  be  expe6ied  that  any  man  would 
engage  in  it,  who  is  not  ready  to  devote  his  time  and  his  health  10- 
the  fervice  of  the  public,  and  to  ftruggle  with  fatigue  and  reftraint 
for  the  advantage  of  his  country. 

Such  is  the  Gentleman  whom  I  (hall  propofe  to  your  choice ;  one 
whofe  ^eal  for  the  prcfcnt  imperial  houfe,  and  the  profperity  of  the. 
nation,  has  been  always  acknowledged,  and  of  Whom  it  caimst  be 

f4i%eeied 
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rarefied  dut  he  will  be  deterred  bj  any  difficulties  from  a  province 
wiiich  wfll  afford  him  ib  frequent  opportunities  of  promoting  the 
cooudod  intereft  of  the  Emperor  and  the  people. 

What  fuccefs  may  be'expe£led  from  his  endeavours^  we  can  only 
judge  from  his  prefent  influence  ^  influence  produced  only  by  his 
printe  virtues,  but  fo  extenfive  in  that  part  of  the  nation  which  lies 
within  the  reach  of  his  beneficence,  and  the  obfervation  of  his  merit, 
that  it  iets  him  not  only  above  the  danger,  but  above  the  fear  of 
eppofition,  and  lecurcs  him  a  feat  in  this  aifembly  without  conteft. 

Thus  deputed  by  his  country  to  many  fucceffive  fenates,  he  has 
acquired  an  unrivalled  degree  of  knowledge  in  the  methods  of  our 
proceedings,  and  an  eminent  dexterity  in  digefting  them  with  that 
order  and  perfpicuity  by  which  only  the  tranfa&ion  of  great  aiFaira 
can  be  made  expeditious,  and  the  difcuffion  of  difficult  queftions  be 
difentangled  from  perplexity ;  qualities  which  are  now  made  particu- 
larly neceflary  by  the  importance  of  the  fubje£b  to  be  confidered  in 
this  (enate :  f3  that  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  unanimoufly  concur 
wid)  me  in  dtffiring  that  the  Chair  may  be  filled  by  a  perfon  eminently 
diftbguiflied  by  his  knowledge,  his  integrity,  his  diligence,  and  his 
leputation ;  and  therefore  I  move,  without  fcruple,  that  the  Right 
Hon.  Arthur  Onflow,  Eiq^  be  called  to  the  Chair. 

Theti  Mr.  Clottirbuck  feconded  the  motion  in  this  manner  : 
That  I  an!  not  able  to  add  any  thing  to  the  encomium  on  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman  nominated  to  the  Prefldent's  Chair,  gives 
me  00  concern,  becaufe  I  am  confident,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Ulembly  his  name  alone  includes  all  panegyric,  and  that  ho  who 
Recommends  Arthur  Onflow,  Efq;  will  never  be  required  to  give 
tile  teafoD  of  his  choice.  I  therefore  rire  now  only  to  continue  the 
common  methods  of  the  Houie,  and  to  fecond  a  motion  which  I  do 
not  exped  that  any  will  oppofe. 

[Here  the  whole  afliembly  cried  out,  with  a  general  acclamation. 
Onflow,  Onflow.] 

Mr.  Onslow  then  rofe  up  and  (aid :  Though  I  might  alledge 
IBaiiyreafbns  againft  this  choice,  of  which  the^firongeft  is  my  inability 
to  difcharge  the  truft  conferred  upon  me  in  a  manner  futtable  to  its 
importance,  yet  I  have  too  high  an  idea  of  the  wifdom  of  this  aflem- 
Wy,  to  imagine  that  they  form  any  refolution  without  juft  motives  ; 
and  therefore  fliali  think  it  my  duty  to  comply  with  their  determina^ 
tiM,' however  oppofite  to  my  own  opinion* 

B  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Pclham  and  Mr.  .Cluttcrbu9k  then  led  hitn  to  the  Chair, 
whefe;  before  he  went' up  to  it,  he  defired.  That  the  Houfe  would 
confidcr  how  little  he  was  qualified  for  the.  office  whfch  they  were 
ibout  to  confer  upon  him,  and  ffx  their  choTce.iipon  fomc  other  per- 
fort,  ^vho  might  be  capable  of  difcharging  fo'^important  a  trufl:. 

•  The  Members  calling  out,'  The  Chair,  Chair,  Chair,  he  afcended 
the  ftcp,  and  then  addrefled  h'lmfcfrthus  to  the  Houfe  :— Gentlemen, 
■&\n<tt  it  is  your  refolution,that  I  fhould  once  more  receive  the  honour 
of  being  exalted  to  this  important  office,  for  which  it  is  not  neceflary 
to  tncntion  how  little  I  am  qualified,  fince  I  may  hope  thafthofe  de- 
fers which  have  hitherto  been  excufed,  will  ftill  find  the  fame  indul- 
gence ;  my  gratitude  for  a  diftinftion  fo  little  deferved,  will  always 
incite  me  to  cohfult  the  honour  of  the  H'oufe,  and  cfiable  me  ta 
fupply  by  duty  and  diligence  what  is  wanting  in  my  knowledge  and 
capacity. 

December  4/A,  174T. 

T7;£  King  came  again  to  the  Houfe  of  Lor^y  {indth^  Cgimmns  being  fent 
for^  His  Maujiy  approved  their  choice  of  a  Prejidenty,  and  modi  a 

•  fp^f^'^  '?  k^^k  Houfes^  in  which  he  reprefented  to  tbemy  That  their 

counfel  was  in  a  particular  manner  neceflary,   as  they  wore  en- 
gaged in  a  \Yar  with  Spain,  as  the  affairs  of  all  £ur<$!P  .Wfit^  in 
-   confufion,  by  the  qjnfederjicy  of  many  formidable  ppwfcrs  for  the 
.,   dcftruaion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  j  that  both  Houfej  of  the  pr*- 
cedbg  feffion  bad  come  to  the  ftrongeft  refolutions  in  favour  of 
r   the  Queen  of  Hungary,  but  tha?  ,the  other  power^  w|?p  were 
.. ,  equally  engaged  to  fupp^rt  her,  had  not  yet  a£l:ed  accordjng  tp  their 
.    ftijpulations ;  that  h^  had  endeavoured r  to  affift  her  ever  fince  the 
^,  death  of  the  Emperor.  Charles,  and  hoped  that  a  juft  fenfe  of  com* 
mon  danger  would  induce  other  nations  to  unite  with  him ;  but 
that  izi  this  unjcertain  fituation,-ii:  was  neceflary  that  Britain,  fhould 
be  ill  a  condition  of  fupporting  itfclf  and  its  allies,  as.ai;[;  exigQnc; 
might  require.     He  therefore  ordered  the  ejlimates  for  the ,  enfi^ng 
year  to  b:  laid  before  the  Cormmm. — This  fpeech  being  under  the  con» 
fidtraiipn  of  the  Houfe  of  Lordsy  Lord. M ALTOH  fpoie  in  the  fol* 
lowing  ??ianner,  ... 

.    My  Lords,  Though  the  prefent  perplexity  of  our  aflairs,  the  con^^ 
traricty  of  opinions  produced  by .  it,   wd  the  warmtli  with  whicir 

each 
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each  optnioa  will  probably  be  fap^orted,  might  juftly  difoourafe  me 
from  propofing  any  of  my  fentiments  to  this  great  aflembly,  yet  I 
cannot  rcprels  my  incjioation  to  offer  a  motion,  in  my  opinion,  regu- 
lar and  feafonable^.and  wliich,  if  it  (hould  appear  otherwiie  to  your 
Lordihips,  will,  I  hope,  though  it  fhould  not  be  received,  at  leaft  be 
forgiren;  bccaufe  I  have  never  before  wearied  your  patience,  or 
interrupted  or  retarded  your  confultations. 

But  I  am  very  far  from  imagining  that  by,  this  motion  I  can  give 
any  occafion  to  debate  or  oppofttion,  becaufe  I  ihall  propofe  no  inno-* 
vation  in  the  principles,  or  alteration  of  the  practice  of  this  afiembly, 
oor  intend  any  thing  more  than  to. lay  before  your  Lordihips. qiy 
opinion  of  the  manner  in  which  it  may  be  proper  to  addrefs  His 
Majefiy. 

To  return  Him  our  humble  thanks  for  His  moil  gracious  ipeech 
from  the  throne^  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  prefent  unto  Hi^  Majeily 
our  fmcere  and  joyful  congratulations  on  his  fafe  and  happy  retura 
jjito  this  empire. 

To  obierve  with  the  utmoft  thankfulnefs  the  great  concern  wbich; 
Hjs  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  for  carrying  on  the  juil  an4 
Mceflary  war  againil  Spain,  which  we  hope,  by  the  divine  bkffing 
upon  His  Majeily's  arms,  will  be  attended  with  fucceii»  equal  to  the 
juiHce  of  bis  caufe^  and  the  ardent  wiibes  of  his  people.    That, 

Hh  Majefty  has  fo  truly  reprefented  the  impending  dangers  to- 
which  Europe  is  expofed,  in  the  prefent  critical  conjun&ure^  as  t^uik 
awaken,  in  every  one,  an  attention  fuitable  to  the  occaiion  :  And  we 
cainnot  but  be  fully  fenfible  of  the  evil  confcquences  arifing  from  the 
defigns  and  enterprixes,  forped  and  carrying  on  for  the  iubveriion 
V  reduction  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  whic;h  threaten  fuch  apparent 
mifchtefs  to  the  common  caufe. 

To  acknowledge  his  .imperial  goodnefs  in  exprefling  fo  earneft 
a  defire  to  receive,  and  fo  high  a  regard  for,  the  advice  of  His  Par- 
liament :  His  Majeily,  fecure  of  the  loyalty  and  affeftions  of  Hi& 
people,  may  rely  upon  that,  with  the  beil  grounded  confidence;  and 
to  aflure  His  Majefty,  that  we  will  not  fail  to  take  the  important 
points,  which  he  has  been  plcaied  to  mention  to  us,  into  our  moil' 
icrious coniideration i  and, in  the  moil  dutiful  manner,  to-oifer  to. 
His  Majeily  iuch  advice  as  ihall  appear  to  us  to  be  moil  conducive  to 
cbe  honour  and  true  intereil  of  His  crown  and  kingdoms.  To  aiTure 
Bis  Majefty  that  W9  have  a  due  fenfe,  now  much  the  prefent  pofturo 

B  3  .<>f 
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of  affiitrs  calls  upon  us  for  thatvnatitmitf)  irigour,  aa4  dil^acch,  which 
His  Majefty  has  fo  wifely  recommended  to  us  j  and  to  ghne  Ks  Ma* 
jcfty  the  ftrongeft  affuranccs,  that  we  will  vigoroufly  and  heartily 
concur  in  all  juft  and  neceflary  meafiires  for  the  defence  and  fupport 
of  His  Majefty,  the  nuaifttenance  of  the  balance  apd  liberties  of 
Europe^  and  the  affiftance  of  our  allies* 

'Hiat  as  duty  and  affisftion  to  His,Majefty  arc,  in  us,  fixed  and 
unalterable  principles,  fo  we  feel  the  impreffions  of  them,at  this  time^ 
fo  Arong  and  lively  in  our  breafts,  that  we  cannot  omit  to  hy  hold 
on  this  opportunity  of  approaching  His  imperial  prefence,  to  renew 
the  moft  finccre  profeiRons  of  our  coiiftant  and  inviolable  fidelity : 
And  to  promlfe  His  Majefty,  that  we  wiH,  at  the  hazard  of  all  that 
h  dear  to  us,  ^xi!rt'  ourftlves  for  thedefence  an^  prefervation  of  Hia 
facred  perfon  and  government,  and  die  maintenance  of  the  Proteftant 
fucceffion  in  His  hnperial  houfe,  on  which  the  continuance  of  tho 
Proteftant  itKgion,  and  the  liberties  of  Britain,  do,  under  God, 
depend* 

My  Lords,  As  this  addrefs  will  not  obftrud  any  future  enquiries, 
by  any  approbation  of  paft  meafures,  either  pofitive  or  implied,  % 
doubt  npt  but  your  Lordfliips  will  readily  concur  in  it,  and  am  pef « 
fiiaded,  that  it  will  confirm  His  Majcfty*s  regard  for  pur  councils, 
and  confidence  in  our  loplty. 

Lord  LovBt  fpoke  next  to  this  efied:-— My  Lords,  The  dangers, 
which  bavo  been  juftly  reprefented  by  His  Majefty,  ought  to  remin4 
us  of  the  importance  of  unufual  circumlpe^oh  in  our  Condud,  and 
4eftx  us  firom  any  innovations,  of  which  wr  may  not  forefee  the  coq* 
i^quences,  at  a  time  when  there  may  be  no  opportunity  of  repaiiing 
any  n^fcarriage,  or  corrcfting  any  mtftake. 

•  There  appears,  my  Lords,  not  to  be  at  this  time  any  particultk^ 
reafon  for  changing  the  form  of  our  addrcfles,  no  privUcges  of  ou^ 
Houfe  have  been  invaded,  nor  any  defigns  formed  againft  the  public. 
His  Majefty  has  evidently  not  dcviatcc}  from  the  prafiice  of  the  wifeft 
and  moft  belovpd  of  pur  Britifli  monarchsj  he  has,  upon  this  emer* 
gence.of  unexpefied  dtiRcultics,  fummoned  the  fenatc  tocounfel  and 
affift  him  I  and  furely  it  will  not  be  confiftent  with  the  wifdom  of  tbi$ 
HoufQ  to  iiicreafe  the  pftfent  perplexity  of  our  affiiirs,  by  new  em- 
barraflments,  which  mny  be  eafily  tmagintd  likely  to  arife  fft>m  UK 
addrefs  di&i>ent  from  thofe  vriiich  cuftom  has  eftablifted. 

^  '  Tilt 
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The  pni%tift  li^ipb  now  lies  before  us,  a  prolpea  wkicb  preieacs 
IIS  omfy  with  dange^^  diftradida»  invafions,  and  revolutions^  ou^C 
to  engage  our  attentions,  without  leaving  us  at  leifure  for  difputadons 
9poa  cereflaoaies  or  forms. .  It  ought  to  be  the  care  of  every  Lord  in 
this  Houfe,  not  bow  to  addrefe,  but  bow  to  advife  bis  Mi^efty  ^  how 
to  affift  the  councils  of  the  public,  and  contribute  to  {ucb  determina* 
tkns,  as  may  avert  the  calamities  that  impend  over  mankind,  and  ftqp 
the  wild  ezcurilons  of  power  and  ambition. 

We  ought  to  rcBtStj  my  Lords,  that  the  expedations  of  all  Europe 
are  railed  by  tbe  convocation  of  this  Aflembly ;  and  that  from  our  r^* 
ibltttions,  whole  nations  are  waiting  for  their  icntence.  And  bow  wUl 
mankind  be  diiappointed  when  they  (hall  bear,  that  inftead  of  declarin|( 
war  upon  ufiirpers,  or  impofii^peace  on  tbe  difturbers  of  mankind^  in« 
ftcad  of  equipping  navies  to  direct  the  couriie  of  commerce,  o^^raifiag 
armies  to  regulate  the  ftate  of  the  continent,  we  met  here  in  m  full 
affembly,  and  ditagreed  upon  the  form  of  an  addrefs. 

Let  us,  therefore,  my  Lords,  lay  afide,  at  lead  for  this  time,  all 
petty  debates  and  minute  enquiiHes,  and  engage  all  in  the  great  at* 
tenqitof  le-eftablilhing  quiet  in  the  world,  and  iettling  the  limits  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Europe. 

Then  Lord  Caetekbt  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows  :~MLy 
Lords,  diere  is  I  find  at  leaft  one  point  upon  which  it  b  probidile  that  . 
dwfe  will  now  agree  whofe  fentimems  have  hitherto  been,  on  almoft 
every  occafion,  widely  diferent.  The  danger  of  our  prs&nt  £tuatxoo 
is  genersDy  allowed  |  but  the  confequences  deduced  from  it  are  fo  coa«> 
Srary  to  each  other,^  as  give  little  hopes  of  that  unanimity  which  times 
of  danger  particularly  require. 

It  b  alledged  by  tbe  noble  Lord  who  ^oke  laft,  that  fince  we  am 
■Mr  involved  in  dtficulties,  we  ought  only  to  enquire  how  to  extri« 
esse  oorfirlves,  and  ibcrefore  ought  not  to  leave  ourfelves  the  right  of' 
eoqoirii^  bow  we  were  entangled  in  them,  left  the  perplexity  of  dif- 
fcientcmfiderations  ibould  diffipate  our  attention,  and  difable  us  from 
Ibreiiiig  any  u&fol  determinatiQns,  or  exerting  any  vigorous  efforta 
6r  oar  deKvecance. 

But,  in  my  lyinion,  my  Lords,  the  moft  probable  way  of  removing 
difieukies,  is  to  examine  liow  they  were  produced,  and  by  confer 
i|aeace  to  whom  they  are  to  be  imputed  j  for  ceruinly,  my  Lords,  it 
it  HOC  to  be  hoped  that  we  ihall  regain  what  we  have  loft,  but  by 
ffsafures  diSwxt  &om  tbofe  which  have  reduced  us  to  Qur  prefene 
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ftate,'bnd  by  die  afiftance  of  other  couiifellors  tiltn  thofe  who  ba\re 
'funk  us  into  the  contempt,  and  expofed  us  to  the  ravages  of  every 
^nation  throughout  the  world. 

That  this  enquiry,  my  Lords,  maf  be  free  and  unobftruQcd,  it  is 
'neceflary  to  addrefs'  the  Throne,  after  the  manner  of  our  anccftors, 
in  general  terms,  without  defccnding  to  particular  fads,  which,  as 
Swe  have  not  yet  examined  them,  we  can  neither  cenfure  nor  approve. 

It  has  been  objeAed  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  foreign  nations  will -be 
'dtfappointed  by  hearing,  that  inftead  of  menaces  of  vengeance,  and 
"declarations  of  unalterable  adherence  to  the  liberties  of  Europe,  we 
*have  wafted  our  time  at 'this  important  junfture  in  fettling  the  foria 
Wan  addrefs. 

*  That  little  time  may  be  wafted  on  this  occafion,  I  hope  your  Lord- 
'feips  Will  very  fpcedily  agree  to  an  addrefs  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of 
•thofe  who  make  it,  and  to  the  occafion  upon  which  it  is  made ;  for  I 
cannot. but  allowj  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  affairs  calls  upon  us  for 
'difpatch :  but  though  bufinefs  ought  at  this  time  undoubtedly  to  be  ex- 
pedited, I  hope  it  will  not  be  preclpiuted  ;  and  if  it  be  demanded 
that  the  moft  important  queftions  be  firft  determined,  I  know  not  any 
thing  of  greater  moment  than  that  before  us; 

^.  *  How  we  ihall  gratify  the  cxpcftations  of  foreign  powers,  ought 
niot,  my  Lords,  to  be  our  fn-H  or  chief  confideration'j  we  ought 
certainly  firft  to' enquire  how  the  people  may. be  fet  free  from  thoft 
fufpicions,  which  a  long  train  of  meafures  evidently  tending  to  impair 
their  privileges,  has  raifcd  ;  and  how  they  may  be  confirmed  in  their 
•fidelity  to  the  government,  of  which  they  have  for  many  years  found 
no  other  efFefts  than  taxes  and  cxaflions,  for  which  they  have  received 
neither  protcftion  abroad,  nor  encouragement  at  home. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  it  be  neceflary  to  confult  the  inclinations,  an4 
cultivate  the  cftecm  of  foreign  powers,  I  believe  nothing  wll  raife 
more  confidence  in  our  allies,  if  there  lie  any  who  arc  not  now 
•alhamed  of  thit  name,  or  more  intimidate  thofc  whofe  defigns  it  is 
t)uT  intercft  to  defeat,  than  an  open  tcftimbny  of  our  refolution  no 
longer  to  approve  that  condufl  by  which  the  Liberty  of  half  Europe 
has  been  endangered  ;  and  not  to  lavilh  prdifes  on  thofe  men,  who 
have  in  twenty  years  never  tranfaftcd  any  thing  to  the  real  benefit  of 
thefr  country,  and  of  whom  it  is  highly  proba'ble  thattheyhave  in  the 
prefent  war  Itipulated  for  the  defeat  of  all  our  attempts,  and  agreed  by 
fomc  execrable  compift  to  fecilitate  the  exaltation  of  the  Houfe  of 
iPoVifbon.  "f*    * 

Upon 
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l^n  -what  foils*'!  ground  accufations  h  atrocious  may  Juftly  be 
cnqufred  by  your  Lordfllips  ;*  n6r  Ihall  I  find  any  difiiculty  in  anfwer- 
ing  your  demand.     For,  if  we  extend  our  view  over  the  whole  world, 
uid  enquircf  into  the  ftate  of  all  our  affairs,  we  (hall  find  nothing  but 
defeats,  miicarriages,  and  impotence,  with  thefr  ufual  confequences, 
contempt  and  diftruft.     We  (hall  difcover  neither  any  tokens  of  that 
fcar  among  our  enemies,  which  the  power  of  the  nation,  and  die  re- 
putation of  our  former  viftories  'might  ruturally  produce,  nor  any 
proofs  of  that  confidence  among  thofc  whom  we  ftill  continue  to  term 
0!ir  allies,  which  the  vigour  with  which  we  have  formerly  fupported 
our  confederacies,  give  us  a  right  to  expeft.     Thofe  whom  we, once 
trampled  infult  us,  and  thofe  whom  we  once  protected,  give  us  no 
credit. 

How  reafonably,  my  Lords,  all  nations  have  withdrawn  from  us 
their  reverence  and  efteem,  will  appear  by  a  tranfient  examination  of 
our  late  conduft,  whether  it  regarded  Europe  in  general,  or  influ- 
enced only  the  particular  affairs  of  the  Britifh  nation  ;  for  it  will  ap- 
pear beyond  pofEbility  of  doubt,  that  whoever  has  trufted  the  adrai- 
niftration,  whether  their  own  country,  or  any  foreign  powers,  has 
trufted  only  to  be  betrayed. 

There  is  among  our  allies  none  whom  we  are  more  obliged  to  fup- 
port  Aanthe  Queen  of  Hungary,  whofe  rights  we  are  engaged  by  all 
the  folemnities  of  treaties  to  defend,  and  in  whofe  caufe  every  motive 
operates  that  can  warm  the  bofom  of  a  man  of  virtue.  Juftlce  and 
compaffion  plead  equally  on  her  fide,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  alEft 
lierby  our  own  intereft,  as  well  as  the  general  duty  of  fociety,  by 
irliidi  every  man  is  required  to  prevent  oppreiEon. 

What  has  been  the  clFeft  of  all  thefc  confiderations  may  eafily  be 
lifeovcTed  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  continent,  which  is  ravaged 
vnhout  mercy  by  the  armies  of  Spain  and  France.  Why  all  fuccours 
haTc  been  denied  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  why  the  inveterate 
tnd  hereditary  enemies  of  our  nation,  are  fuffered  to  enlarge  their  do- 
mioions  without  refiftancc ;  why  the  rivals  of  our  trade  are  left  at  fuU 
liberty  to  equip- their  fquadrons,  and  the  perfecutors  of  our'  religion 
bfR:red  to  over-run  thofe  countries  from  whence  only  v/e  can  hope 
for  alfiftance,  when  the  hatred  which  the  difference  of  opinions  pro- 
duces, fliall  threaten  us  with  invafions  and  flavery,  the  whole  world 
has  long  aflccd  to  no  purpofe,  and  therefore  it  is  without  profpeft  of 
ticclving  fatisfailion  that  I  engage  in  the  fame  enquiry. 

Ytt 
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Yet  {rtceitkooc  do^  to  judge  of  :die>fbrtS2«f 'ffa^fublic^  aoid^  a 
thieJQdgment  can  be  the  refidt  only  of  accufitte  emninatumi  I.  (hall 
proceed^  without  being  diicouraged  by  the  ill  fucoeis  of  fermtr  attemptSt 
to  difcover  the  motives  of  our  late  meaTurcSy  aad  the  ends  intMidod  to 
lie  produced  by  them* .  '  ^     .  .    .  . 

Why  the.  Queen  of  Hungary  was  not  ai&iled  wtdi  land  forces,  I 
fliall  at  prefent  forbear  to  adc ;  that  Ihe  expected  them  is  indeed  evi*» 
dent  from  her  folicitations  ;  and,  I  fuppofe,  it  is  no  lefs  apparent  from 
treaties  that  fbc  had  a  right  to exped  them ;  nor  ami  able  to  conceive 
why  fubfidies  have  been  paid  for  troops  which  are  never  to  be.em^ 
ployed^  or  why  foreign  Princes  fliould  be  enriched  with  the  plunder 
^cf  a  nation  which  they  cannot  injure,  and ^o.  not  defend. 

But  I  know,  .my  Lords,  how  eafily  it  may  be  replied^  that  the  cx« 
pences  of  a  land  war  are  certain,  and  the  event  hazardous,  and  that 
it  is  alwajrs  prudent  to  a£t  with  evident,  advantage  on  our  fi<)^,  and 
that  the  fuperiority  of  Britain  confifts  whaUy  in  naval  armaments* 

That  the  fleets  of  Britain  are  equal  in  force  and  number  of  (hips  to 
the  united  navies  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  world  ;  that  our  Admirals 
are  men  of  known  bravery,  and  long  experience,  and  therefore  formii- 
dable  not  only  for  their  real  abilities  and  natural  courage,  but  for  the 
confidence  which  their  prefence  ncctflarily  excites  in  theif  followers^ 
and  the  terror  which  muft  always  accompany  fuccefs,  and  enervate 
tbofe  who  are  accuftomcd  to  defeats ;  that  our  (ailors  are  a  race  of 
men  diftingniihed  by  their  ardour  for  v^ar,  and  their  intrepidity  in 
danger,  from  the  reft  of  the  human  fpecies  ;  that  they  feem  beings 
fuperior  to  fear,  and  delighted  with  thefe  objeds  which  cannot  ho  - 
named  without  filling  every  other  brcaft  with  horror  |  that  they  ar« 
capable  of  rufhing  upon  apparent  deftru(9ion  without  reludance,  and 
of  {landing  without  concern  amidft  the  complicated  terrors  of  a  nava|^ 
war,  isuniverfally  known,  and  confefied,  my  Lords,  even  by  thofly 
whofe  intereft  it  is  to  doubt  or  deny  it,  • 

Upoi)  the  ocean,  therefore,  wc  are  allowed  to  be  if refiftible,  to  bo 
fl|)}e  to  fliut  up  the  ports  of  die  Continent,  imprifon  the  nations  of 
£urope  within  the  limits  of  their  own  territories,  deprive  them  of  all 
foreign  affiftance,  and  put  a  ftop  to  the  commerce  of  the  world.  Ic 
is  allowed  that  we  are  placed  the  centinels  at  the.  barriers  of  nature^ 
and  the  arbiters  of  the  inteifcpurfe  of  man)^ind. 

Thefe  are  appellations,  my  Lords,  which  bovever  fplen4id  an^-^ 
^ftentatipus,  qu^  ^MKeftors  pbtauifd  and  prefcrv^  with  l^fs  advantages 
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than  wcpofle6»  hj  hAao^  I  am  afraid  they  arc  about  to  be  fciftii^ 
TbedoaunioB  of  die  ocean  was  afleited  io  fonner  times  in  oppofitkaA 
to  powea&r  more  able  to  conficft  it>  than  thofe  which  we  have  foko^ 
bbraiSMj  courted)  and  of  which  we  are  now  evidently  a^aid* 

For  that  we  fcar  thctn^  my  Lords,  they  are  fuffidendy  convinced  ; 
and  it  meft  be  coofiefibdi  with  whatlbever  fliame,  that  their  ofMnion  i$ 
wdl  founded ;  for  to  iriiat  modve  but  fear  can  it  be  Imputedj  that  wo 
have  fokog  fupported  their  in&lence  without  re&ntment,  and  their 
rtvagei  without  repri&Ia ;  th^  we  have  fitted  out  fleets  without  any 
defign  of  dHbiffing  diem  frooi  our  harbours,  or  lent  them  to  die  iea 
only  to  be  gaxed  at  from  the  fliores,  by  thofe  whofe  menaces  or  arti- 
fice had  given  occafion  to  their  equipment,  and  in  whom  they  raifed 
no  oAer  emotions  than  contempt  of  our  cowardice,  or  pity  of 
oarfoDyf 

To  what,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  attributed,  that  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary has  yet  received  no  affiftance  from  allies  thus  powerful ;  froia 
sfl|es  whofe  fleets  cover  the  fea,  whoTe  commerce  extends  to  the  re*. 
iQOfieft  part  of  the  vrorld,  and  whofe  wealth  may  be  juftly  expelled  to 
be  proportionate  to  their  commerce.  To  what  can  we  afcribe  the 
confidence  widli  which  the  Houfe  of  ^ourbon  threatens  die  ruin  of  a 
Prince^,  who  numbers  among  her  allies  the  Emperor  of  Brluin  ? 

Nodiingis  more  evident,  my  Lords,  than  that  the  Queen  of  Hun* 
garj  hss  been  dUappotnted  of  the  advantages  which  the  expeded  ffom 
her  ftiendfliip  with  this  nation,  only  by  a  degree  of  cowardice  too 
de^McaUe  to  be  niendoned  without  fuch  terms,  as  the  importance  of 
tilts  Debate,  and  the  dignity  of  this  Aflembly,  do  not  admit ;  nor  is  it 
left  certain  from  die  condud  of  her  enemies,  that  they  knew  wjiat 
woiild  be  our  meafures,  and  confided  for  fccurity  in  that  cowardice 
1|bicb  has  never  yet  deceived  them. 

It  cannot,  my  Lords,  be  aflerted,  that  our  ally,  however  diftrefled, 
bss  yet  received  die  leaft  afliftance  from  our  arms ;  neither  the  juftice 
of  our  caufe  has  yet  been  able  to  awaken  our  virtue,  nor  the  infepara- 
He  union  of  her  tntereft  with  our  own,  to  excite  our  vigilance. 

But  perhaps,  my  Lords,  we  have  had  no  opportunity  of  exerting 
oor  force ;  perhaps  die  fituadon  both  of  our  enemies  and  ally  was  fuch, 
Aat  neidicr  the  one  could  be  proteSed,  nor  the  other  oppofed^  by  a 
i»nl  power ;  and  therefore  our  inactivity  was  thi»  effect  not  of  want 
rf  courage,  lya^  wiu^  of  opportunity. 

Though 
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Though  our  minifters,. my  Lord?,  havc.hithcrto  given  no  cmineat 
proofs  of  geographical  knowledge,  or  of  y^ry  a^ccucate  acquainjtapce 
Vridi  the  flats  of  foreign  countries ,  yet  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
tbey  mud  at  iCbme  time  have  heard  or  read,  that  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  had 
territories  in  Italy  j  they  muft  have  been  ijiformed,  unlefs  their  dif- 
burfcments  for  fecrct  fervice  arc  beftowed  with  yery  Jittlq  judgment, 
that  againft  thefe  dominions  an  army  has  been  raifed  by  the  Spaniards ; 
-  and  they  muft  have  difcovered,  partly  by  the  information  of  their 
correfpondents,  partly  by  the  infpediion  of  2^  maji,  and  partly  by  the 
fagacity  which  diftinguifhcs  them  from  alj  paft  and  prefent  minifters, 
that  this  army  was  to  be  tranfported  by  fea  from  the  coaft  of  Spain  to 
that  of  Italy* 

This  knowledge,  my  Lords,  however  attained,  might  have  fur- 
nifhed  minds,- which  have  always  been  found  fo  fruitful  of  expedients, 
vrith  a  method  of  hindering  the  dcfcciit  of  the  Spajilfli  troops,  for 
which  nothing  more  was  neceflary  than  that  they  fhould  have  ordered 
Admiral  Haddock,  inftead  of  retiring  before  the  Spanifh  fleet  of  war, 
and  watching  them  only  that  they  might  efcape,  to  lie  ftill  before 
Barcelona,  where  the  tranfports  were  fiationcd,  with  a  convoy  of 
only  three  men  of  war,  and  hinder  their  departure. 

I  hope  it  will  be  obferved  by  your  Lordfhips,  that  though  the  road 
of  Barcelor^a  is  open  apd  indefenfible,  though  the  fleet  was  unpro- 
teiled  by  fHips  of  force,  and  though  they  lay,  as  I  am  informed,  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  guns  on  the  fortifications  upon  the  fliore,  I 
do  not  require  that  Haddgck  fhould  have  deflroyed  the  army  and 
the  fhips. 

1  am  too  well  acquainted,  my  Lords,  with  the  lenity  of  our  minif- 
ters to  the  enemies  of  their  country,  and  am  too  well  convinced  of 
the  prudence  and  tcndernefs  of  the  reftricSions  by  which  the  power  of 
our  Admirals  is  limited,  to  expefl  that  our  guns  fhould  be  ever  ufcd 
but  in  falutations  of  refpe(3,  or  exultations  on  the  conclufion  of  a 
peace.  I  am  convinced  that  our  minifters  would  fhudder  at  the 
name  of  bloodfhed  and  deftruflion,  and  that  they  had  rather  hear  that 
a  thoufand  merchants  were  made  bankrupts  by  privateers,  or  all  our 
allies  deprived  of  their  dominions,  than  that  one  Spanifti  fhip  was  funk 
or  burnt  by  the  navies  of  Britain. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  they  are  willing  to  fparc  the  blood  of  their 
enemies,  yet  furely  they  might  have  obftrucled  their  entcrprifes ;  they 

might 
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night  have  withheld  thofc  whom  they  were  unwilling , to  fli:ilce,  and 

have  endeavoured  to  fright  thofe  whom  they  determined  never  to  hurt.* 

To  fpeak  in  terms  more  adapted  to  the  fubjeft  before  lis :  That 
the  fleet  of  Spain,  a  fleet  of  trarifports  with  fuch  a  convoy,  fliould  lie 
Arte  weeks  in  an  open  road,  profefledly  fitted  out  againft  an  ally 
united  to  lis  by  every  tie  of  nature,  and  of  policy,  by  the  folemnity  of 
treaties,  and  conformity  of  intereft  j .  that  it  (hould  lie  undifturbed 
ilmoft  within  fight  of  a  Britifli  Jiavy ;  '.that  it  Ihould  lie  there  not  oidj 
without  danger,  but  without  apprehenfion  of  danger,  has  raifed  the 
aftoniihment  of  everj  nation  in  Europe,  has'blafted  the  reputation.of 
our  arms,  impaired  the  influence  of  our  coiinfels,  and  weakened  the 
credit  of  our  publick  faith. 

There  may  be  fomc,  my  Lords,  that  will  impute  this  abfurdity  of 
our  conduct,  this  difregard  of  our  intereft, '  this  defertlori  of  our 
ailianccs,  and  this  negledlof  the  moft  apparent  opportunities  of  "fuc- 
ccfs,  not  to  cowardice  but  treachery,  a  caufe  more  deteftablc  as  more 
atrocioully  criminal. 

This  opinion,  my  Lords^  I  think  it  not  ncceflajy  to  oppofe,  both 
becaufe  it  cannot  be  charged  with  improbability,  and  becaufe  I  think 
it  may  be  cafily  reconciled  with  my  own  aflertions,  for  cowardice 
abroad  produces  treachery  at  home;  and  they  become  traitors  to  their 
country  who  are  hindered  by  cowardice  from  the  profecution  of  her 
inicTcfr,  and  the  oppofition  of  her  enemies. 

It  may  however  be  proper  to  declare,  my. Lords,  that  I  do  not  im- 
pute this  fatal  cowardice  to  thofe  who  are  entrufted*  with  the  com-r 
nand  of  our  navies,  but  to'thofe  from  whom  they  arc  oblige^  to  re^ 
ccivc  their  inftruclions,  arid  upon  whom  they  unhappily  depend  for  the 
advancement  of  their  fortunes. 

It  is  at  leaft  reafonable  to  impute  mifcarriages  rather  to  thofc,  who 
arc  known  to  have"  given  formerly  fuch  orders  as  a  brave  Admiral 
periihed  under  the  ignominious  neceflityof  obferving, '  than  to  thofe 
rf  whom  i^cannotbc  faid  that  any  former  part  of  their  lives'has  been 
lUincd  \yith  the  reproach  of  cowardice  ;  at  leaft  it  is  neceflary  to 
Aifpend  our  judgment,  till  the  truth  (hall  be  made  apparent  by  a  rigid 
eiMiairy;  and  it  is  therefore  proper  to  offer  an  addrefs  in  general 
terms,  by  which  neither  the  aftions  or  counfels  of  any  man  (hall 
be  condemned  nor  approved.  '  '        ^ 

It  would  be  more  uhreafonable  to  charge  Our  foldicrs  or  our  failors 
with  cowardice,'  bccaufc  they  have  fliown  even  in  thofc  alliens'  which 

have 
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iuLte  &3td  of  fuccefs,  that  they  mifcaUried  rather  through  temerity 
than  fear  $  and  that  whenever  they  are  fufiered  to  attack  their  ene* 
inlesy  they  are  ready  to  march  forward  even  where  there  it  no  pof- 
fibility  of  recuming,  and  that  they  are  only  to  be  withheld  from  con* 
qfst&  by  obftacles  which  human  prowefs  cannot  furmount. 

Such»  my  Lords,  was  Ae  ftate  of  thofe  heroes  who  died  under  the 
walls  of  Cartfaageiui ;  that  died  in  an  enterprife  fo  iD  concerted,  that 
I  ventured  with  no  great  fkill  in  ^tkrar,  and  without  the  lead  preteiKe 
to  prefeience^  to  foretd  in  this  Roufe  that  it  would  mifcarry. 

That  it  would,  that  k  muft  mifirarry ;  that  it  was  even  intended 
enly  to  amufe  the  nation  with  the  appearance  of  an  expedition,  with- 
out any  defign  of  weakening  pur  enemies,  was  eaiily  difcovered  ;  for 
why  eUe,  my  Lords,  was  the  army  compofed  of  men  newly  drawn 
from  the  ihop,  and  from  the  plough,  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of 
arms,  and  ignorant  of  the  very  terms  of  military  difcipline,  when  we 
had  among  us  large  bodies  of  troops  long  kept  up  under  the  appear- 
ance of  a  regular  eftabliihment,  troops  of  whom  we  have  long  felt 
the  expence,  but  of  which  the  time  is  not,  it  feems,  yet  come9  that 
we  are  to  know  the  ufe* 

Thefe  men,  my  Lords,  who  have  fo  long  praftifed  the  motions  of 
baule,  and  who  have  given  in  the  Park  fo  nuny  proofs  of  their  dexterity 
and  adivity,  who  have  at  leaft  learned  to  diftinguifh  the  different 
founds  of  the  drum,  and  know  the  faces  and  voices  of  the  (ubaltem 
officers  at  leaft,  might  have  been  imagined  better  qualified  for  an 
attempt  upon  a  foreign  kingdom,  than  thofe  who  were  neceflarily 
Grangers  to  every  part  of  the  military  operations,  and  might  have 
been  fent  upon  our  firft  declaration  of  war,  while  the  new  raufed 
forces  acquired  at  home  the  fame  arts  under  the.fame  infpedtion* 

But,  my  Lords,  whether  it  was  imagined  thmt  new  forces  would  be 
long  before  they  learned  the  implicit  obedience  neceflary  to  a 
ibldier ;  whether  it  was  imagined  that  it  would  not  be  eafy  on  a  fud« 
den  to  colled  troops  of  men  ib  tall  and  well-proportioned,  or  fo  well 
ikilled  in  the  martial  arts,  of  curling  and  powdering  their  hair  ;  or 
whether  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  have  deprived  the  other 
Hottfe  of  the  councils  and  votes  of  many  worthy  members,,  who  ha4 
at  the  fame  time  a  feat  in  the  fenate,  and  a  commillion  in  the  army^ 
it  was  thought  neceflary  to  fend  out  raw  forces  to. attack  our  enemies, 
and  to  keep  our  difciplined  troops  at  home  to  awe  the  iiatioii. 

Nor 
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Nor  did  the  minifter,  my  Lords,  Mnk  itfofficient  to  fibftrofi  the 
czpedidon  to  America  by  employing  new  raifed  troops^  unleis  they 
verelikewife  placed  under  die  command  x>f  a  man,  who,  though  ai 
undoubted  courage,  was,  with  rerpeA  to  thecondud  of  an  army,  as 
%norint  as  tfaemfelves.  It  was  therefore  determined,  my  Lordly 
diat  all  diofe  officers  who  had  gained*experience  in  foftner  waii,  and 
porcbafed  military  knowledge  by  perfonal  danger,  (hoidd  be  dtfiip- 
pointed  and  rejeAed  for  the  (ake  of  advancing  a  man,  who^  as  he  liad 
kfs  fldO,  was  lefs  likely  to  be  fuccefsful,  s(nd  was  ther^M«  mofe 
proper  to  direct  an  expedition  propofed  only  to  intimidate  the 
Brittfli  nation. 

That  the  event  wis  fucfc  as  might  be  expti^ed  from  the  means, 
yoorLordihips  nctd  not  to  be  informed,  nor  can  it  bequeftioncd 
with  what  intentions  thefe  means  were  contrived. 

lam  very  far,  my  Lords,  from  charging  our  minifters  with  igno- 
rance, or  upbraiding  them  with  miftakes  on  this  occafion,  for- their 
whole  condttd  has  been  uniform,  and  all  their  fchems  confiftent  with 
•adi  other ;  nor  do  I  doubt  their  knowledge  of  the  con&quence  of 
their  meafures,  fo  fiir  as  it  was  to  be  forefeen  by  human  prudence. 

.Whether  they  have  carried  on  negotrations,  or  made  war ;  whether 
dKyhave  condudcd  our  own  affairs,  or  thofe  of  our  ally  the  Queen 
ef  ikngary,  diey  have  ilill  difcovered  the  fame  intention,  and  pro- 
moted it  by  tfae  fame  means.  They  have  fufFered  the  Spanifli  fleets 
toGul  firft  for  fupplies  from  one  port  to  another,  and  then  from  the 
coais  of  Spain  to  t^fe  of  America.  They'  have  permitted  the 
Spamatds, without  oppofltion,  to  land  in  Italy,  when  it  was  not  necef- 
bryeven  to  Mrtthhold  them  from  it  by  any  adual  violence  i  for  had 
the  fleet,  my  Lords,  been  under  my  command,  I  would  have  only 
lent  the  SpanHh  admiral  a  prohibition  to  fail,  and  am  fiire  it  would 
hare  been  obferved. 

They  have  negle£led  to  purchafe  the  friendfliip  of  the  King  of 
Praffia,  which  might  perhaps  have  been  obtained  upon  eafy  terms, 
but  which  they  ought  to  have  gained  at  whatever  rate ;  and  to  con<» 
dude,  we  have  been  lately  informed  that  the  neutrality  is  figned. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  conduA  of  the  miniftry,  by  which  it  cannot 
btdenied  that  we  are  involved  in  many  difliculties^  and  expofed  to 
{reat  contempt  \  btft  from  this  contempt  we  may  recover,  and  dif- 
tntangle  oorfetves  from  thefe  difficulties  by  a  vigorous  profecution  of 

meafures 
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ipcafijreft  o^pofite.to  thofe  by^which  we  have  been  reduced  to  our 
prefent  ftatp. .  . 

-,  If  we  confider  without  that  confufion  which  fear  naturally  pro- 
duces^  thej^ic^^um/lances  of.  our  afFairs,  it  will  appear  that  we  have 
opportunities  in  our  hands  of  recovering  our  lofles,  and  re-eftablifhing; 
pur  reputation  ;  thofc  lofles  which  have  been  fuffered  ,while  we  had 
two  hundred  fnips  of  war  at  fea,  which  have  permitted  three  hundred 
merchant  {hips,  to  be  taken  y  and  that  reputation  which  has  been  de-. 
firoyed  when  there  was  no  temptation  either  to  a  compliance  with 
our  enemies,  or  to  a  defcrtion  of  our  friends. 

tt  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  we  make  war  at  prefent  rather 
with  the  Queen  than  the  people  of  Spain  j  and  it  is  reafonable  to 
conclude,  that^a  war  carried  on  contrary  to  the  general  good,  and 
againft  the  general  opinion,  cannot  be  lafting. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Spaniards,  whenever  they  have  been  attacked 
^>y  men  acquainted  with  the  fcience  of  war,  and  furniflied  with  necef^ 
^y  (^orcs  for  hoftile  attempts,  have  difcovered  either  ignorance  or 
cowardice,  and  have  either  fled  meajdy  or  refifled  unjQdifuUy. 

It  is  therefore  probable^  my  Lords,  that  either  our  enemies  will 
dcfift  from  the  profecution  of  a  war,  which  few  of  them  approve  ;  or 
that  we'lhall  by  vigorous  defcents  upon  their  cpafts, and  their  colonies^ 
t)ie  interruption  of  their  trade,  and  the  diminution  of  their.  forceSy 
foon  compel  them  to  receive  peace  upon  our  own  terms.  | 

But  thefe  advantages,  my. Lords,,  are  only  to  be  cxpciSed  from  a 
change  of  conduct,  which  change  can  never  be  produced  by  a  feeming 
approbation  of  .the  paft  meafures.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
we  ought  to.addrefs  the  thrpne  in  general  terms,  according,  to  the 
.ancient  practice  of  this  Houfe.  .       • 

In  confidering  the  Addrefs  propofcd,  I  cannot  but  conclude  that  it 
|S  too  much  diflufcd,  and  that  it  would  be  more  forcible  if  it  was 
.more  concife  :  to  fhorten  it  will  be  no  difficult  tafk,  by  the  omiffion 
of  all  the  claufes  that  correfpond  with  particular  parts  of  His  Majefty's 
fpecch,  which  I  cannot  difcover  the  neceflity  of.  repeating. 

In  the  congratulation  to  His  iWajefly  upon  his.xeturn  to  his  once 
glorious  dominions,  no  Lord  ihall  concur  more  re^ily  or  inprc 
zealoufiy  than  myfelf ;  nor  fliall  I  even  deny  to.  exiead  my  compli* 
ments  to  the  miniftry,  when  it  ihall  appear  that  they  defcrve  them  5 
.but  I  am  never  willing  to  be  lavifli  of  praifc,  becaufe  it  becomes  le£» 
valuable  by  being  prodigally  beftoweJ  ;  and  on  occafions  fo  important 
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to^diis,  I  can  never  confrnt  to  praife  htfott  I  have  etemined,  beeatdb 
enquiry  comes.  €cx>  late  after  appi'obadod. 

Lord  Cmolmond£i«by  rofe  nex^  and  fpoke  to  this  t&b&z^^Mf 
Lords,  If  Ae  dangers  that  threaten  our  happinefi  and  our  fidety  be 
fiich  as  they  have  been  reprefented }  if  ambition  has  extended  Kc^ 
power  alffldft  beyond  a  poflibility  of  l^ftance^  and  oppreffion ^  ehte^ . 
widi  fuccefs^  begins  to  defign  no  lefs  than  the  univerfid  flavery  of 
mankind ;  if  the  powers  of  Europe  ftand  aghaft  at  the  calamities 
Mich  liang  over  diem^  and  liften  with  helpleft  eonfufion  to  that  ftoroi 
which  they  can  neither  avoid  nor  refiiH  how  ought  dur  conduct  td 
be  influehced  by  this  uncommon  ftate  of  afiairs  I  Ought  we  not  to 
catch  the  alarm  while  it  is  poffible  td  make  ptoparation  againft  th^ 
cboger?  Ought  we  not  to  improve,  with  the  utmcA  diligence,  tiid 
important  interval  ?  to  unite  our  counfels  tot  the  protection  of  liberty^ 
Sad  exert  all  our  influence  againft  the  common  fcn^mi<rs  of  foclety^ 
the  unwearied  difturbers  of  the  tranquility  of  mankiiid  i 

To  what  parpofil)  my  Lords,  are  the  miferiies  that  the  prefent 
diftradicms  of  Europe  may  bring  upon  us,  fo  pathetically  diHcribedi 
and  fo  accurately  enumerated,  if  they  ai^  to  prodcke  nd  ethBt  upoA 
m  edanfisk  i  And  what  effea  can  be  wiflied  frdm  theni^  biit  unan!'^ 
laity,  widi  that  vigour  and  dilpatch  which  aH^  its  natural  cdnft* 
tiueoces^  and  tliat  fuccefs  with  which  fteadinefs  and  expedifion  aii 
gtoeiatty  rewmrded  I 

•  It  mi^t  be  hoped^  my  Lords,  that  thdfc  Who  have  lb  dear  a  vieilr 
sf  our  prefent  embarraffmeftits^  and  whofe  fagaeity  and  al^^nefs  isdtpoll 
diem  to  a  fenfibiiity  of  future  miferieS,  pethap^  more  painful  diaii 
would  be  excited  by  any  prefent  and  ^eal  calamities^  fliould  not  ti 
duis  tortured  to  00  purpofe.  Every  paffioni»  my  LordSi  has  its  ptopet 
Dtjcd  by  which  it  may  be  laudably  gratified^  arid  ev^  difpoiltion  o£ 
ttind  may  be  dire£bed  to  ufeful  ends,  llie  true  ufe  of  that  forefigfas 
of  fiitute  events^  with  which  fome  gteat  capacities  are  fo  femineodjr 
endowed,  is  that  of  producing  caution  and  fuggefting  expediently 
What  advantage,  my  Lords,  would  it  be  tb  navigators,  that  their 
(Mlot  could  by  any  preternatural  power  difeover  fands  or  rocks^  if  he 
was  too  negligent  or  too  ftubborn  td  turn  the  veflel  out  of  the  danger  I 

Or  how, .  my  Lords,  to  purfiie  the  eomparifoti,  would  that  pilot  be 
heated  by  the  crew,  who,  afiter  having  informed  them  of  tibsix  ap« 
(iroach  to  a^ihoal  or  whirlpool^  and  iet  beibre  them,  with  all  his  rheto* 
lick,  the  horrors  of  a  ihipwrecki  Oioiild,  inftead  of  direding  them  to 
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avoid  ddkrM^aiMb  ^<i  afliftiiig  dwir  endeavours  far  their  common 
fafety,  amufe  them  with  the  ipifcarruiges  of  paft  Vfjface^  and  th< 
^hmders  and  ftupidity  of  their  former  pilot  I 

Whether  any  parallel  can  be  formed  between  fuch  ill-timed  fiitire^ 
^ii4  wild  milcondua^  and  the  manner  in  which  your  lordihips  have 
)>een  treated  on  this  o<^cafion»  it  is  not  my  province  to  determine^ 
Nor  have  I  any  other  defign  than  to  &ow  that  the  only  proper  con- 
dud  in  time  of  real  danger  is  preparation  againft  it,  and  that  wit  and 
eloquence  themiblves,  if  employed  to  any  other  purpofe,  lofe  their 
pyceilence^  becauie  they  loie  their  propriety. 

It  does  not  ^pear,  my  Lords,  that  the  Addrefs  now  propded  in- 
cludes any  approbation  of  paft  meafures,  and  therefore  it  is  needlefs  to 
enquire  on  this  occafion  whether  the  condud  of  our  Minifters  or  Ad<r 
mirals  deferves  pralfe  or  cenlure. 

It  does  not  appear,  my  Lords,  diat  by  cenfuring  any  part  of  oiur 
lateconduA,  however  detrimental  to  the  puUick  it  may  at  prefent  be 
imagined,  any  of  our  lofles  will  be  rehired,  or  any  part  of  our  re- 
putttion  retrieved ;  and  therefore,  fuch  proceedingif  would  only  retard 
our  couoCels,  and  divert  our  thoughts  from  more  important  confi* 
^atipns }  confideradons  which  hi^  Majefty  has  recommended  to  oc, 
|Uid  which  cannot  be  more  iUofigly  prefled  upon  us  than  by  the  noble 
^ord  yffho  opppfed  die  motions  for  he.  moft  power&iUy  incites  <t» 
unanimity  and  attention,  who  moft  ftrongly  repre&nts  the  danger  uf 
4^ur  fifuatktn* 

^'  Of  the  good  eiFe^  of  publick  confultatlons,  Ineed  not  obferve^ 
iny  LordSs  ^hat  they  arife  from  the  joint  endeavour  of  many  under* 
flaadings  co-operating  to  the  fiune  end ;  from  the  reafontngs  and  ob-» 
fervations  of  m^y  individuals  of  different  fhidies,  indinadons  and 
experience,  all  direfied  tp  the  illuftration  of  the  fame  queftioo,  vriiich 
j&  therefore  fo  accurately  ditcu0ed,  fo  varionfly  iUuftrated,  and  (b 
amply  difplayed,  that  a  more  comprdienfive  view  is  obtained  of  ifs 
gelations  and  confequences,  than  can  be  hoped  from  the  wifibm  etr 
Jcnowledge  of  any  Cngle  man. 

But  this  aidvautage,  my  Lords,  can  only  be  expeAed  from  linion 
cand  concurrence;  for  when  die  different  members  of  a  nadonal 
council  enter  with  different  deiigns,  and  exert  their  abilities  not  fo 
jmuch  CO  promote  any  general  purpofes^  as  to  obviate  die  meaferea, 
^an4  conf^e  die  argumenu  of  each  odier,  die  puUic  is  deprived  of  all 
.|iie  benefit  diat  might  be  expeAed  from  die  coUedlive  wifdom  of 
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aftmWics,  whateirer  may  be  the  capacity  of  thofe  who  compole  diem. 
The  fenate  thus  di'vidcd  and  difturbed,  wiD  perhaps  conclude  with  left 
pnideoce  than  any  fingle  member,  as  any  man  may  more  eafily  difco- 
w  truth  without  affiftance,  dian  when  others  of  equal  abilities  are 
employed  in  pcrplesdng  his  enquiries,  and  interrupting  the  operations 
of  his  mifid. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  might  be  fafcr  for  a  nation,  even  in  time  of 
terror  and  diforder,  to  be  deprived  of  the  counfcls  of  this  Houfc,  than 
to  confide  in  the  determinations  of  an  affcmbly  not  uniform  in  it« 
views,  nor  conncfted  in  its  intercftsj  an  affembly  from  which  little 
«a«  be  hoped  by  Aofc  who  obferve  that  it  cannot,  without  a  tedious 
ddwtc,  prolonged  widi  all  the  heat  of  oppofttion,  difpatch  the  firft 
and  moft  curibry  part  of  publick  bufinefe, — an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty. 
It  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  pradice  too  frequent,  to  confeuiid 
paft  with  prefent  queftions,  to  perplex  every  debate  by  an  endlefe 
multiplication  of  objeds,  and  to  obftrud  our  determioatioas  by  fid>^ 
ftituting  one  enquiry  in  the  place  of  another. 

The  only  queftion,  my  Lords,  now  before  us  is,  whether  the  Ad* 
^ft(s  which  the  noblie  Lord  propofed,  implies  any  commendation  o£ 
paft  meriiiresy  not  whether  thoie  meafures  deferve  to  be  commended; 
lihich  b  an  enquiry  not  at  prefent  to  be  purfued,  becaufe  we  have  not 
now  before  us  the  means  of  attaining  fatisfadion  in  it,  and  which 
cu^t  Aeiefore  to  be  delayed  till  k  ffaall  be  your  Lordibips  pleafuitt 
to  appoint  a  day  for  examining  die  fbtte  of  the  nation,  and  to  demand 
linfe  letters,  inftrudions,  and  memorials,  which  are  necefiary  to  an 
accurate  and  fenatprial  difquifition. 

In  die  mean  time,  fince  it  is  at  leaft  as  expedient  for  me  to  vindi^ 
cate,  as  for  others  to  accufe  thofe  of  whofe  condud  neidier  they  nor 
I  have  yet  any  regular  cognifance,  and  I  may  juftly  exped  from  the 
candour  of  your  Lordfhips,  that  you  will  be  no  left  willing  to  hear 
inapologift  than  a  cenfurer,  I  will  venture  to  fufpend  the  true  quef- 
tion a  few  moments,  to  jufhfy  Aat  condud  ifAich  has  been  fo  wan- 
toaly  and  fo  contemptuouAy  derided. 

That  the  prcfervation  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  my  Lords,  ought 
to  engage  die  clofeft  attention  to  the  Britifli  nation,  is  freely  con- 
fcflU.  It  is  evident  diat  by  no  other  means  our  comnierce,  our  li« 
kcrty,  or  our  seiigion  can  be  fecured,  or  die  Houfe  of  Bourbon  re- 
^tiainod  from  overwhefaiing  the  univerfe.  It  is  allowed  that  the 
Qaeen  of  Hungary  has  a  claim  to  our  affiftance  by  o&cr  ties  dm 
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thofe  of  intcrcft  ;-  thjrt  it  was  promifed  upon  the  fiiidi  of  treaties,  and 
it  is  demanded  by  tke  loudeft  calls  of  honour,  juftice  and  compaffion. 
^nd  did  it  not  appear  too  juvenile  and  romantic,  I  might  add,  that 
her  perfonal  excellencies  are  fuch  as  might  call  armies  to  her  affift- 
ance  from  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  earth  ;  that  her  conftancy  in 
the  affertion  of  her  rights  might  animate  every  generous  mind  with 
equal  firmncfs ;  and  her  intrepidity  in  the  midft  of  danger  and  diftrefs, 
when  every  day  brings  accounts  of  new  encroachments,  and  every 
new  eiicroachment  difcourages  thofe  from  whom  flie^  may  claim  af* 
fiftance  from  declaring  in  her  favour,  might  infpire  with  ardour  for 
her  prefervation  all  thofe  in  whom  virtue  can  c?ccite  reverence^  or 
whom  calamities  unjuftly  infli<tVed  can  touch  with  indignation. 

Nor  am  I  afraid  to.  a£rm,  my  Lords,  that  the  condition  of  this 
illuftrious  Princefs  raifed  all  thefe  emotions  in  the  Court  of  Britain, 
and  that  the  vigour  of  our  proceedings  will  appear  proportioned  to 
our  ardour  for  her  fuccels.  No  fooner  was  the  true  ftate  of  a&irs  in- 
conteftably  known,  than  twelve  thou&nd  auxiliary  troops  were  hired, 
and  commanded  to  nuirch  to  her  affiftance,  but  her,  affairs  making  it 
:more  eligible  for  her  to  employ  her  own  fubjet^  in  her  defence,  and 
the  want  of  money  being  the  only  obftacle  that  hindered  her  frooa 
raifmg  armies  proportioned  to  thofe  of  her  enemies,  (he  requij^ed, 
that  inilead  of  troops  a  fupply  of  money  might  be  fent  her,  with 
which  his  Majefty  willingly  complied. 

The  Britifh  minifters  in  the  mean  time  endeavoured,  by  the 
.ftrongeft  argument?  and  moft  importunate  fohcitatioi)s,  to  animate- 
her  allies  to  equal  vigour,  or  to  procure  her  affiftance  from  other 
powers  whofe  intereft  was  more  remotely  affected  by  her  diftreis  ^  if 
the  effeds  of  their  endeavours  are  not  yet  manifeft,  it  cannot  ))e  iow* 
puted  to  the  want  either  of  fincerity  or  diligence )  and  if  any  c^er 
powers  fliould  be  perfuaded  to  arm  in  the  common  cauie,  it  ought  to 
be  afcribed  to  the  influence  of  the  Britifh  counfels. 

In  the  profecution  of  the  war  with  Spain,,  it  does  not  appear,  my 
Lords,  that  any  meafures  have  been  negieded,  which  prudence,  or 
'^  bravery,  or  experience  could,  be  expe£bd  to  dictate.  If  we  have  fuf* 
fered  greater  loifes  than  we  expeded,  if  our  enemies  have  been  fomo- 
.times  favoured  by  the  winds,  or  fometimes  have  been  fo  happy  as  to 
.conceal  their  defigns,  and  elude  the  diligence  of  our  commanders, 
who  is  to  be  cenfured  ?  or  what  is  tq  be  concluded^  <  but  that  which 
sever  was  denied,  that  the  chance  of  w>u:  is  uncertain/  that  men 
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areindined  to  make  fallacious  calculations  of  the  probabUiti^  offu- 
turt  eyents,  and  that  our  enemies  may  fometimes  be  as  artful,  as 
ffligent,  and  as  fagacious  as  ourfelves  ? 

It  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  Briti&  people^  my  Lords,  if  the 
general  opinion  nnay  be  colleded  from  the  clamours  and  expedations 
which  eveiy  man  has  had  opportuhitiefs  of  obferving,  that  in  declaring 
war  upon  Spain,  we  only  engaged  to  chaftlfe  the  infolence  of  a 
eadon  of  helplefs  favages,  who  might  indeed  rob  and  jnurder  a  de* 
fencelers  trader,  but  who  could  only  hokl  up  their  hands  and  cry  out 
ibr  mercy,  or  ikulk  in  fecret  creeks  and  unfrequented  coafts,  when 
flupsof  warfhould  be  fitted  out  againft  them.  They  imagined  that 
the  fortifications  of  the  Spaniih  ciudeU  would  be  abandoned  at  the 
firitibiuid  of  cannon,  and  that  their  armies  would  turn  their  backs 
at  the  fight  of  the  ftandard  of  Britain. 

It  was  not  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  the  greateft  part  of  our 
trade  was  carried  on  in  fight  of  the  Spaniih  coafts,  and  that  our 
nerchants  muft  be  confequently  expofed  to  incefiant  moleftation  from 
light  vefleb,  which  our  (hips  of  war  could  not  purfueover  rocks  and 
fyiowi.  It  was  not  fufficiently  confidered,  that  a  trading  nation 
muft  always  make  war  with  a  nation  that  has  fewer  merchants, 
ander  the  difiulvantage  of  being  more  expofed  to  the  rapacity  of  pri* 
vateidrenturers.  How  much  we  had  to  fear  on  this  account  was 
fliewn  tts  by  the  late  war  with  France,  in  which  the  privateers  of  a 
few  petty  ports,  injured  the  commerce  of  this  nation,  more  than  their 
mighty  navies  and  celebrated  admirals* 

My  Lords,  it  would  very  little  become  this  auguft  Aflembly^  this 
AAembly  (b  renowned  for  wifdom,  and  for  juftice,  to  confound  want 
sf  prudence  with  want  of  fuccefs,  fince  on  many  occafions  the  wifeft 
meafores  may  be  defeated  by  accidents  which  could  not  be  forefeen  |^ 
fince  they  may  fometimes  be  difcovered  by  deferters,  or  fpies,  and 
fcmccimes  eluded  by  an  enemy  equaHy  (kilful  with  ourfelves  in  the 
fcience  of  war. 

That  any  of  tbefe  apologies  are  necefiary  to  the  adroiniftration,  I 
am  iar  from  intending  to  infmuate,  for  I  know  not  that  wc  have 
Ukdof  fnccels  in  any  of  our  defigns,  except  the  attack  of  Cartha- 
goia,  of  which  the  mifcarriage  cannot  at  leaft  be  imputed  to  the  mi- 
niftry ;  nor  is  it  evident  that  any  other  caufes  of  it  are  to  be  affigned 
than  die  difficulty  of  the  enterprife  :  and  when,  my  Lords,  did  any 
latioa  make  war,  without  experiencing  fonae  difappointments  i 
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Theft  confidemions,  mj  LoHa,  I  have  thought  myfelf  obliged,  by 
foy  regard  to  truth  and  juAice,  to  lay  befort  you,  to  diffipate  thofe  fiif- 
picions  and  that  anxiety  which  might  have  arifen  from  a  different 
.,  ^prefentation  of  our  late  meafuret ;  for  I  cannot  but  once  more  ob^ 
fer ve,  that  a  vindication  of  the  condufi  of  the  miniflry  is  by  no  means 
tl  neceflary  preparative  to  the  Addrefi  propofed. 

The  Addrefe  which  was  fo  modeftly  offered  to  your  LordflitpSy  can-* 
not  be  faid  to  contain  any  more  than  a  general  anfwer  to  his  Ma* 
jefty's  ^ech,  and  fuch  declarations  of  our  duty  and  aifed^ion,  as  are 
always  due  to  our  Sovereign,  and  always  expefted  by  him  on  fiich 
occaflons. 

If  our  allies  have  b^n  negleded  or  betrayed,  my  Lords,  wc  Ihall 
be  ftill  at  liberty  to  difcover  and  to  punifli  negligence  fo  detrimental^ 
and  treachery  fo  reproachful  to  the  Britilh  nation.  If  in  the  war 
againft  Spain  we  had  (ailed  of  fucceft,  we  fliall  ftill  referve  in  our  own 
hands  the  right  of  enquiring  whether  we  were  unfucce&ful  by  the 
fuperiority  of  our  enemies,  or  by  our  own  fault ;  whether  our  com- 
jnahders  wanted  orders,  or  negleded  to  obey  them ;  for  whatclauib 
can  be  produced  in  the  Addrefs  by  which  any  of  thefe  enquiries  can  bo 
fuppofed  to  be  predetermined  ? 

Let  us  therefore  remember,  my  Lords,  the  danger  of  our  prefent 
^te,  tod  the  neceffity  of  fteadinefs,  vigour  and  wifdom  for  our  owi^ 
prefervation  and  that  of  Europe ;  let  us  confider  that  publick  wifdom 
is  the  refult  of  united  counfels,  and  fteadinefs  and  vigour,  of  united 
influence  i  let  us  remember  that  our  example  may  be  of  equal  u(b 
with  our  af&ftance,  and  that  both  the  allien  and  the  &bje£(s  of  Great 
Britain  will  be  conjoined  by  our  union,  and  diftraded  by  our  divi-» 
Cons ;  and  let  us  therefore  endeavour  to  proitiote  the  general  intereA 
of  the  world,  by  an  unanimous  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  in  the  terns^ 
propofed  by  the  noble  Lord. 

Lord  Talbot  fpoke  in  the  following  n^uiner ; — My  Lords,  afteip 
the  difplay  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe,  and  the  account  of  the 
meafures  of  the  Britiih  miniflers,  which  the  noble.  Lord  who  fpoke 
againft  the  motion  has  faid  before  you,  there  is  little  neceffity  for 
another  attempt  to  convince  you  that  our  liberty  and  the  liberty  oF 
.  £urope  are  in  danger,  or  of  diftutbing  your  refleAions  by  anothec 
enumeration  of  follies  and  misfortunes. 

To  mention  the  folly  of  our  mealTures  is  fuperfloous  likewife  fo^ 
another  rcafon,    Tbcjr  who  do  not  already  acluiowledge  k  may  b^ 
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J11SI7  kfye&cA  of  ilippreffing  their  convi^ion ;  for  how  can  it  be 
poffide,  that  diey  who  czjmot  produce  a  iingle  inftance  of  wifdom  0^ 
fertiCttde,  who  cannot  point  out  on6  enterprife  wifely  concerted  and 
fiicce&fiiny  executed,  can  yet  (incerely  declare,  that  nothing  has  been 
anitced  which  our  intereft  required  ? 

The  meafiires,  my  Lords,  which  are  now  purfued,  are  the  fame 
which  for  twenty  months  have  kept  the  whole  nation  in  continual 
diftorbanc^  and  have  raifed  the  indignation  of  every  man,  whofe 
private  intereft  was  not  promoted  by  them.  Thefe  meafures  cannot 
be  laid  to  be  ralbly  cenfured,  or  condemned  befi>re  they  are  feen  in 
Aeir  fiiU  extent,  or  expanded  into  all  their  confequences  ;  for  they 
hsfe  been  profecuted,  my  Lords,  with  all  the  confidence  of  authority^ 
and  aU  the  perieverance  of  obftinacy,  without  any  other  oppofitioa 
Aan  frtiidels  clamours,  or  petitions  unregarded.  And  what  confer 
qoeoces  have  Aey  produced  ?  What  but  poverty  and  diftradions  at 
home,  and  the  contempt  and  infults  of  foreign  powers  J  What  but 
die  neceffity  ef  retrieving  by  war  the  loiles  fuftained  by  timorous  and 
fiatory  negotiations ;  and  the  mifcarriages  of  a  war,  in  which  only 
fcDy  aod  cowardice  have  involved  us  ? 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  aftonifliing,  Aan  that  it  fiiould  be 
aflhted  in  this  Aflembly  that  we  have  no  ill  fuccefs  to  complain  of. 
Might  we  not  hope  for  fuccefs,  if  we  have  calculated  the  events  of 
war,  and  made  a  fuitable  preparation  ?  And  how  is  this  to  be  done, 
hut  bj  comparing  our  forces  widi  that  of  our  enemy,  who  muft  un- 
doubtedly be  more  or  {efs  formidable  according  to  the  proportion 
which  his  treafures  and  his  troops  bear  to  our  own  ? 

Upon  the  afliirance  of  the  certainty  of  this  pra£Uce,  upon  the  evi« 
dtnce,  my  Lords,  of  arithmetical  demonftration,  we  were  incline4 
to  bdiere,  that  the  power  of  Britain  was  not  to  be  refilled  by  Spain, 
and  therefore  demanded  that  our  merchants  Should  be  no  longer 
(ionderedt  infulted,  imprifoned  and  tortured  by  fo  defpicable  aii 
enemy. 

That  we  did  not  forefee  all  the  6onfe<|uences  of  this  demand,  we 
aie  now  re?dy  to  confefs ;  we  did  not  conjedure  that  new  troops 
woidd  be  laifed  for  the'  invafion  of  the  SpaiUfb  domixuons,  only  that 
«e  mi^t  be  reduced  to  the  level  with  our  eneq^ies.  We  did  not 
imagine  dut  the  fuperiprity  of  our  nayal  force  r  would  produce  nq 
odier  confequeifce  than  an  ine<|uality  of  expence,  and  that  t&e  roy4 
aivics  flf  Britaio  would  be  equipped  Qn)y  for  fliew,  oidy  to  harraft 
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the  failors  wiA  the  hatef^l  mpleftation  of  an  imprefs,  .and  to  weakei| 
the  crews  of  our  inercantile  veflels,  that  they,  might  be  mpre  eafily 
taken  \>y  the  privatcjcrs  of  Spain. 

We  ^id  not  exped,  fny  Lords,  that  our  navies  ii^ould  (ail  out 
under  the  command  of  admiral$  renowned  for  braveryy  knowledge^ 
andvig^ance*  aiid  float  upon  the  ocean  without  defign,  or  enter 
ports  and  leave  them,  e<^ually  inpfienfiye  a^  a  packet-boat^  or  petty 
trader. 

But  not  to  fpeak  any  longer,  my  Lords,  in  terms  fo  little  fuited  tq 
the  importance  of  the  queftton  which  I  am  ei^deavourii^g  to  clear, 
or  to  the  enormity  of  the  cohdu£^  which  I  attempt  to  expofe ;  the 
iuccefs  of  war  h  only  tp  be  eftimated  by  the  advantages  which  are 
gained^  in  proportion  to  the  lofs  which  is  fufFered  }  of  which  lofs  the 
expeiice5  occafioned  by  the  ,war  are  always  the  chief  part,  and  of 
yrhich  K  is  therefore  ufual,  at  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  for  th^ 
conquered  power  to  promife  the  payment. 

Let  us  examine,  my  Lords,  in  confequence  of  this  pofition,  the 
fucccfs  of  our  prefent  war  againft  Spain  j  let  us  confider  what  each 
nation  has  fufFered,  and  it  will  eafily  appear  how  juftly  we  bofift  of 
pur  wifdQm  and  vig;our. 

It  i^  nof  on  thi^  occafioi)  necefiary  to  form  minute  calculations^ 
<)r  t.Q  compute  the  expence  of  every  company  of  foldiers  and  fquadroq 
of  fl>ips  }  it  is  only  neceilary  to  aflert,  what  will  I  hope  not  be  very 
readijy  denied^  even  by  thofe  whom  daily  pra<2ice  of  abfurd  apologies 
has  fcndered  impregnable  by  the  force  of  truth^  that  fuch  expences 
as  have  neither  contributed  to  our  own  defence,  nor  to  the  difadvan-* 
u^e  of  the  Spaniards,  haye  been  thrown  away. 

If  this  be  granted,  my  Lords,,  it  will  appear,  that  no  nation  ever 
Jjehcld  its  trej'urcs  fo  profufcly  fquandered,  ever  paid  taxes  fo  willing- 
ly, and  fo  patiently  faw  th^m  perverted  5  for  it  cannot,  my  Lords^ 
be  proved,  that  any  part  of  our  preparations  ha§  produced  a  pro- 
portionate eiFe£l: ;  but  it  may  be  readily  {hewn  how  many  fleets  have 
been  equipped  pnjy  that  the  pierchapt;  might  w^nt  fjuIor8|  and  that 
die  public  ftores  might  be  confumecj. 

As  to  our  ill  fuccpfs  in  America,  whi<:h  ha$  been  icfiputed  poly  to 
the  chance  pf  war,  it  will  be  rcafonable,  my  Lords,  to  afcribe  to 
other  caufes  fo  much  of  it  as  might  have  been  preventeid  by  a  more 
jbeedy  reiaforcemcat  of  Vernony  or  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  arilen 
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gomdie  inci^erience  of  our  troops,  and  the  efcape  of  the  Spaiiiards 
from  Fcroi. 

If  our  fleets  had  been  fent  more  early  into  that  part  of  th^  world, 
die  Spaniards  would  have  bad  no  time  to  ftrengthei\  their  garrifonS| 
bad  our  troops  been  acquainted  with  difcipline,  the  attack  would 
hare  been  made  with  greater  judgment ;  and  had  not  the  SpaQiaxda 
rfcaped  from  Feroi,  we  ibould  have  had  no  enemy  in  America  to 
encounter.  Had  all  our  minifters  and  all  our  adfnirals  dpfie  their 
^ttty,  it  is  evident  that  not  only  Carthagena  had  been  taken,  but 
that  half  die  dominions  of  Spain  might  now  have  owned  the  fov€« 
;eignty  of  Ae  crown  of  Britain. 

This,  my  Lords,  may  be  obferved  of  the  only  enterprize,  whidl 
it  is  itafonable  to  believe  was  In  reality  intended  againft  the  SpaniardSp 
if  even  of  this  our  mtnifters  had  not  before  contrived  the  defeat*  But 
gfall  the  reft  of  our  armaments  it  does  not  appear  that  any  efied  has 
|)een  felt  but  by  ourfelves,  it  cannot  be  difcovered  that  they  even 
raifed  any  alarms  or  anxiety  either  in  our  enepiies  or  their  allies,  bj 
vfaom  perhaps  it  was  known  that  they  were  only  defigned  as  poniih* 
loents  for  the  merchants  of  Britain. 

That  our  merchants  have  already  been  feverely  chaftifed  for  their 
infolence  in  complaining  of  their  lofles,  and  their  temerity  in  raifing 
jn  the  nation  a  regard  for  its  commerce,  its  honour,  and  its  rights, 
n  evident  from  a  dreadful  lift  of  three  hundred  (hips  taken  by  the 
Spaniards,  fome  pf  which  were  abandoned  by  their  convoys,  and 
others  feized  within  fight  of  the  coafts  of  Briuin. 

It  may  be  urged,  my  Lords,  that  the  Spaniards  have  likewife  loft 
a  great  number  of  vefiels ;  but  what  elfe  could  they  expe£t  when 
they  engaged  in  a  war  againft  the  greateit  naval  power  of  the  uni- 
'verfe  I  And  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  Spaniards  have  this 
confolation  in  their  misfortune^,  that  of  their  fliips  none  have  been 
deferted  by  their  convoys,  or  wilfully  expofed  to  capture  by  being 
robbed  of  thejr  crews,  to  fupply  ihips  qf  war  with  idle  hands. 

The  Spaniards  will  likewife  confidef ,  that  they  have  not  harrafled 
dieir  fubjeds  for  the  protection  of  their  trade  ;  that  they  have  not 
fitted  out  fleets  only  to  amufe  the  popu}ace.  They  comfort  them- 
(elves  widi  the  hope,  that  the  Britons  will  fopn  be  reduced  to  a  ftate 
^  weaknefs  t^elow  themfcives,  and  wait  patiently  for  the  time  in 
|vhich  the  mafters  of  the  tea  fhaii  receive  from  them  the  regulation 
(f  thdr  commerce  and  th?  l.mics  cf  their  navigation. 
' '  ^  Nof 
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Nor  can  tt  be  doubted,  tny  Lords,  but  that  by  adhtting  to  diefit 
meafures,  our  minifters  will  in  a  Ihort  time  gratify  their  hopes ;  for 
iriistibeTer  be  the  difference  between  the  power  of  two  contendbg 
iiattons,  if  the  richer  fpends  its  treafures  widiout  eifisA,  and  expoTes 
ks  troops  to  unhealthy  climates  and  impraSicable  expeditions,  while 
tile  weaker  is  patilmonious  and  prudent,  they  muft  foon  be  brought 
to  an  equality ;  and  by  continuing  the  bme  condu£l,  the  weaker 
power  muft  at  length  prerail. 

That  this  has  been  hitherto  the  ftate  of  the  war  between  Briuin 
and  Spam,  it  h  not  neceflary  to  prove  to  your  Lordihips ;  it  is  ap« 
parent,  that  the  expences  of  the  Spaniards  have  been  far  lefs  than 
Hiofe  of  Britain;  and  therefore  if  we  fliould  fuppofe  the  afiual  lofles 
•f  war  equali  we  arc  only  wearing  out  our  force  in  ufelefs  efforts^ 
snd  our  enemies  grow  every  day  comparatively  flronger. 

Bat,  my  Lords,  let  us  not  flatter  oorfelves  that  our  a£tual  lofles 
have  been  equal ;  let  us,  before  we  determine  this  queftlon,  accurately 
compare  the  number  and  the  value  of  our  fbips  and  cargoes  with 
Ibofe  of  tfie  Spaniards,  and  fee  on  which  fide  the  lofs  will  fall. 

And  let  us  not  forget,  what  in  all  the  calculations  which  I  have 
yet  feen  on  either  part  has  been  tots^ly  Qverlool;ed,  the  mimber  of 
men  killed,  or  captives  in  the  Britifh  and  Spanifh  dqminions,  Men^ 
my  Lords,  are  at  once  flrength  and  riches  i  and  therefore  it  is  to  be: 
confidered,  that  the  ifnoft  irreparable  lofi  which  any  nation  can  fuftaio 
is  the  diminution  of  its  people :  Money  may  be  iepaidj|  and  com*> 
merce  niay  be  recovered,  even  liberty  may  be  regained^  but  th^  loft 
of  people  can  never  be  retrieved.  Even  the  twentieth  g^n^ratioi^ 
may  have  reaibn  to  exclaim.  How  much  more  numerous  aa4  moip 
powerful  would  this  nation  have  been,  had  our  anceftors  not  \fter^ 
betrayed  in  the  expedition  to  Carthagena  ! 

What  lofs,  my  Lords,  have  the  Spaniards  fuftained  which  can  be 
put  in  balance  with  that  of  our  army  in  America,  an  army  given  up 
to  the  vultures  of  an  unhealthy  climate,  and  of  which  thofe  who 
periflied  by  the  fword,  were  in  reality  refcued  from  more  lingering 
torments  ? 

What  equivalent  can  be  mentioned  for  the  liberty  of  multitudes  of 
Britons,  now  languilbing  in  the  prifons  of  Spain,  or  obliged  by 
hardfliips  and  defperation  to  affift  the  enemies  of  their  country  f 
What  have  the  Spaniards  fufiered  that  can  be  oppofed  to  the  detri- 

ment 
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■emvUdtheooiBatroeiif  thiiOfttioiiftdi  from  the  detention  ol 
mUimf 

Tliefe^  my  Lwds,  are  lofles  not  to  be  paralleled  by  the  deftru^oo 
rf  Porto  Bello,  even  though  that  ezpeditioa  ihoukl  be  afetibed  to  the 
muiflry.  Thele  are  kfles  which  may  extend  their  confeqoenoet  to 
ma&y  ages^  which  may  long  impede  our  comoierce»  and  diminifli 
eurflufping. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  my  Lorda,  that  in  this  time  of  peculiav 
danger,  parents  will  deftine  their  children  to  maritime  employments, 
or  that  any  man  will  engage  in  naval  bufinefs  who  can  exercife  any 
odier  prafefficm  ;  and  therefore  the  death  or  captivity  of  a  fitHor 
kaves  a  vacuity  in  our  commerce,  iince  no  other  wiU  be  ready  to 
fiipply  hb  place.  Thus  by  degrees  the  continuance  of  the  war  wiM 
coDCrad  our  trade,  and  thofe  parts  of  it  which  we  cannot  occupy^ 
iriU  be  fnatched  by  die  French  or  Dutch,  from  whom  it  is  not  proba* 
ble  tint  diey  wiU  ever  be  recovered. 

This,  my  Lords,,  is  anoAer  circumftance  of  diiadvantage  to  vidiich 
die  Spaniards  are  not  expofed;  for  their  traffick  being  only  from  one 
part  of  their  dominions  to  another,  cannot  be  deftroyed,  but  will, 
after,  die  fliort  interruptioQ  of  a  war,  be  again  equally  certain  and 
equdy  profitable. 

It  appears,  dierefore,  my  Lords,  Aatt  we  have  hidierto  fufFered 
more  flian  the  Spaniards,  more  than  Ae  nation  which  we  have  fo 
fflpchreafon  to  defpife ;  it  appears  that  our  fleets  have  been  ufelefr, 
and  diat  our  troops  have  been  only  (ent  out  to  be  deftroyed ;  and  it 
wfll  dierefore  furdy  be  allowed  me  to  afiert,  that  the  war  has  not 
)Ken  hidierto  fucceft&l. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  my  Lords,  that  as  the  AddreTs  now 
propofed,  cannot  but  be  underftood  both  by  His  Majefty  and  the 
nation,  to  imply  in  fome  degree  a  conunendation  of  that  conduA 
aUch  cannot  be  commended,  which  ought  never  to  be  mentioned 
htt  with  deteftation  and  contempt,  it  will  be  unworthy  of  this  Houfe, 
loSenfive  to  the  whole  nation,  and  unjuft  to  His  Majefty. 

His  Majefty,  my  Lords,  has  fummoned  us  to  advife  him  in  this 
important  jun£hut,  and  the  nation  expeAs  from  our  determinations 
its  relief  or  its  deftniSion ;  nor  will  either  have  much  to  hope  from 
eur  counfels,  if  in  our  firft  publip  a£l  we  endeavour  to  deceive  them. 

Itieeras  therefore  proper' to  ch^mge  the  common  form  of  our  Ad* 
i^lk$  to  the  throne,  to  do  onc^  at  leaft  what  His  Majefty  demands 

and 
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and  die  pecyle  cxptft,  and  to  remember  diat  no  cbaraAen  are  mott 
inconfiftent,  than  thofe  of  a  counfellor  of  the  King,  and  a  flatterer 
of  the  Miniftry. 

Then  Lord  Abinodon  fpoke  to  this  eWcSt :-— Mj  Lords,  I  have 
always  obferved  that  debates  are  prdonged,  and  enquiries  perplexed, 
hj  the  negled  of  method  j  and  therefore  think  it  neceflary  to  move. 
That  the  Queftion  may  be  read,  that  the  noble  Lords  who  flull  be 
ioclined  to  explain  their  fentiments  upon  it,  may  have  always  the  chief 
point  in  view,  and  not  deviate  intp  foreign  confiderations. 

[It  was  read  accordingly.] 

Lord  Cartbret  fpoke  next  to  the  purpofe  following  i—Mj 
Lords,  I  am  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  laft  motion  by  the 
advantage  which  it  has  aflForded  me  of  viewing  more  deliberately  and 
diftin^y  die  queftion  bdbre  us ;  the  confideration  of  which  has  con* 
firmed  me  in  my  own  opinion,  thati  the  Addrefs  now  propofed  is  only 
a  flattering  repetition  of  the  fpeech,  and  that  the  fpeech  was  drawn 
«p  only  to  betray  us  into  an  encomium  on  the  miniftry ;  who,  as 
they  certainly  have  not  deferved  any  commendations,  will,  I  hope, 
not  receive  (heqi  from  your  Lordfliips.  For  what  has  been  the  refuit 
of  all  their  meafures,  but  a  general  confufion,  the  depreffion  of  our 
own  nation  and  our  allies,  and  the  exaltation  of  theHoufe  of  Bourbon  ? 

It  is  univerdaLlly  allowed,  my  Lords,  and  therefore  it  woidd  be 
fuperfluous  to  prove,  that  the  liberties  of  Europe  are  now  in  the 
vtmoft  danger ;  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has  arrived  almoft  at 
that  exalted  pinnacle  of  authority,  from  whence  it  vrill  look  down 
with  contempt  upon  all  other  powers,  to  which  it  will  henceforward 
prefcribe  laws  at  pleafure,  whoie  dominions  will  be  limited  by  its 
diredion,  and  whofe  armies  will  march  at  its  command. 

That  Britain  will  be  long  exempted  from  the  general  (ervitude^ 
that  we  {hall  be  able  to  ftand  alone  againft  the  whole  power  of  £u« 
rope,  which  the  French  may  then  bring  down  upon  us,  and  preferve 
ourfelves  independent,  while  every  other  nation  acknowledges  the 
authority  of  an  arbitrary  conqueror,  is  by  no  means  likdy,  and  might 
be  perhaps  demonfl  rated  to  be  not  pofiible. 

How  long  we  might  be  able  to  retain  our  liberty,  it  is  beyond  the' 
reach  of  policy  to  determine ;  but  as  it  is  evident,  that  when  the 
empire  is  fubdued,  the  Dutch  will  quick)y  fall  under  the  lame  do- 
minion, and  that  all  their  ports  and  all  their  commence  will  then  be 
in  the  li^inds  of  the  French^  it  cannot  be  denied  fhaf  our  commerce 

wiU 
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wiD  quicUj  be  at  an  end.  We  (hall  then  loTe  the  dominion  of  the 
fea,  and  an  our  diftant  colonies  and  fettlements,  and  be  fliut  up  ia 
our  own  ifland,  where  die  continuance  of  our  liberties  can  be  deter^* 
fflined  only  by  the  refdution  with  which  we  (hall  defend  them. 

That  Ab,  my  Lords,  muft  probably  be  in  a  few  years  our  ftatCy 
if  die  fchemes  of  die  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ihould  fucceed,  is  certain 
beyond  coAtroverfy ;  and  therefore  it  is  erident,  that  no  man  tm 
whom  fiich  a  condition  does  not  appear  eligible,  can  look  uncon* 
ceroed  at  Ac  confufion  of  the  continent,  or  coniider  the  deftrudioft 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  without  endeavouring  to  prevent  it. 

Bat,  my  Lords,  though  fuch  endeavours  are  the  duty  of  all  who 
are  engaged  in  the  traniadion  of  public  afl^irs,  though  the  importance 
of  die  caufe  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  be  acknowledged  in  the  Speech 
to  which  we  are  to  return  an  AddreTs,  it  does  not  appear  that  th^ 
ninifters  of  Britain  have  once  attempted  to  affift  her,  or  have  evea 
fbrborn  any  thing  which  might  aggravate  her  diftreft. 

The  only  effedual  methods  by  which  any  efficacious  relief  couM 
have  been  (Hrocured,  were  that  of  reconciling  her  with  the  King  of 
Pnifia,  or  that  of  prevailing  upon  the  Mufeovians  to  fuccour  hen 

A  reconciliation  with  the  King  of  Pruffia  would  have  been  my 
irft  are,  if  the  honour  of  advifing  on  this  occafion  had  feUen  to  my 
lot  To  have  mediated  fuccefsfully  between  them  could  furely  have 
been  no  difficult  talk,  becaufe  each  party  could  not  but  know  how 
machit  was  their  common  intereft  to  exclude  die  French  from  the  ' 
empire,  and  how  certainly  diis  untimely,  difcord  muft  expofe  them 
bodi  to  their  ancient  enemy* 

As  m  private  life,  my  L^rds,  when  two  friends  carry  any  difputc 
between  them  to  improper  degrees  of  apger  or  refentment,  it  is  the 
province  of  a  third  to  moderate  the  paffion  of  each,  and  to  relbore 
that  bentvolf  nee  which  a  difference  of  intereft  or  opinion  had  im« 
psired;  fo  in  alliances,  or  the  frieiMUhips  of  nations,  whenever  it 
aahappily  h]i$  out  that  t^o  of  them  forget  the  general  good,  and  lay 
ihemfelves  open  to  thofe  evils  from  which  a  &n&  union  only  can 
pitferve  thewi,  it  is  jieceffiury  that  fome  other  power  ihouU  interpofi^ 
and  prevent  the  dangers  of  a  perpetual  di(9ord. 

Whether  this  waa  attempted,  my  Lords,  I  know  not  1  but  if  any 
fachdefign  w^  in  appearance  profecuted,  it  may  be  reafonabl/  ima- 
fbed  fiom  the  even^  that  the  negotiators  were  defe^ve  either  la 
t^  %  i||di%ence^  fo^  t^9W  can  it  be  conG^vc4  that  an;  man  ihould 
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wSt  coiitnry  to  his  own  tatanefty  to  whom  Ibeftate  of  Ui  aflUiB  is 
truly  reprefented  ? 

But  not  to  fupprefe  what  i  cantiot  doubt,  I  am  convinced,  mj 
Lords,  that  there  is  an  icadity  no  defign  of  affiflin^  the  Queoi  of 
Hungary ;  eiAer  our  miniflcrs  have  not  yet  recovered  from  their 
apprehenfions  of  the  cjEorbitant  power  of  die  Houfe  of  Auftria,  by 
which  they  were  frighted  Ibme  years  ago  into  the  bofian  of  France 
for  flieltsr^  and  which  left  them  no  expedient  but  the  treaty  of  Hano- 
ver ;  or  they  ape  now  equally  afraid  of  France,  and  oxpe£t  the  Pre^ 
tender  to  be  forced  upon  them  by  the  power  ^om  liiey  fo  lately 
folicited  to  fecure  ihem  from  him. 

Whatever  is  the  motive  of  their  condud,  it  is  evident,  my  Lords, 
Aat  they  are  at  prefent  to  die  unfortunate  Queen  of  Hungary,  either 
profefisd  enemies,  or  treacherous  allies ;  for  they  have  permitted  the 
invafion  of  tier  Italian  dominions,  when  d^ey  might  have  prevented  k 
without  a  blow,  only  by  commanding  the  Spaniards  not  to  tranfport 
their  troops. 

To  ar^ue  diat  our  fleet  in  Che  Mediterranean  was  notiof  ftreogA 
fuffickm  to  oppofe  their  palEige,  is  a  fubterfuge  to  which  diey  can 
only  4e  driven  by  the  neceffity  of  making  fome  apology,  and  an  ab* 
folute  ifuMlity  to  prodtiee  any  which  will  not  immedialely  be  dis- 
covered to  be  grotindlefs. 

It  is  known,  rty  Lords,  to  all  Europe,  that  Haddock  had  Aen 
undoar  his  command  thirteen  (hips  of  the  line,  and  nine  frigates,  and 
that  the  Spanifh  convoy  confifted  only  of  three  fliips ;  and  yet  they 
Duled  before  his  eyes  with  a  degree  of  fecurity  which  nothing  could 
have  produced  but  a  paflport  from  die  court  of  Britain,  atid  an  aflured 
Exemption  from  the  danger  of  an  attack. 

It  may  be  urged,  that  they  were  protected  by  the  French  iquadron^ 
and  diat  Haddock  durft  not  attack  them,  becaufe  he  was  unable  to 
contend  with  die  united  fleets ;  but,  my  Loids,  even  this  is.knew^ 
to  be  Mfe ;  it  is  knoWh  that  they  bore  no  propordon  to  die  ftceng^ 
of  the  Bridfli  fquadfon,  diat  they  could  not  have  made  even  tbe^ap- 
feamnce  of  a  batde,  and  diat  our  commanders  cduld  have  been  oidf 
employed  in  purfuit  and  captures. 

This,  my  Lords,  was  well  known  to  our  minifters,  wfaowenfr 
afraid  only  of  deftri^ing  the  French  fquadron,  and  were  very  fiir 
from  apprehending  any  4anger  from  tt;  4>«t  being  deieruiiiied  tiv 
purciMfe^  OA  any  terms^  die  continuance  of  ^  fricadfllip  of  dmr 
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oM  proHoEtoTSy  confcoted  to  the  invafion.  of  Italy*  and  procured  a 
iqiiadron  to  &il  out,  under  pretence  of  defeoding  the  Spanifli  tranfports 
that  their  compliance  might  not  be  difcovered. 

All  tbi$p  my  Lords,  may  reafonably  be  fuipe&d  at  the  firft  view 
of  tfaeir  proceedings ;  for  how  could  an  inferior  force  ventre  into 
the  way  of  an  eiiemy»  tmlels  upon  fecurity  that  they  fliould  not  be 
attadced  i  But  tbe  late  treaty  of  neutrality  has  cbaaged  fu^icion  into 
certunty^  has  discovered  the  fource  of  all  their  meaAftres,  and  fhewa 
that  die  invafion  of  Italy  is  permitted  to  preferve  Hanover  from  the 
like  calamity. 

There  is  great  danger,  my  Lords,  left  this  laft  treaty  of  Hanover 
fiKNild  give  the  deciiive  bbw  to  the  liberties  of  Europe.  How  much 
k  cmbairafi^  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  making  it  neceflary  for  her 
todivide  her  forces,  is  obvious  at  the  firft  view ;  but  this  is  not,  in 
my  ifiinaee,  its  moft  fiital  confequence.  The  other  powers  will  be 
incited,  by  the  example  of  our  miniftry,  to  conclude  treatiea  of 
neutrality  in  the  iame  manner.  They  will  diftruft  every  appearance 
of  our  zeal  for  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  imagine  that  we  intend 
only  an  hypocfitical  affiftance,  and  that  our  generals,  our  ambaiEu* 
data,  and  our  admirals,  have,  in  reality,  the  iame  orders. 

Nothing,  my  Lonb,  is  more  dangerous  than  to  weaken  the  puUic 
indi.  When  a  nation  can  be  no  longer  tnifted,  it  lofes  all  its  in*- 
ftocnce^  becauie  none  can  fear  its  menaces,  or  depend  on  its  alliance. 
A  natien  no  kmger  trufted,  muft  ftand  alone  and  unfiipported ;  and 
it  is  certain  dut  the  nation  which  is  juftly  fufpeded  of  holding  with 
its  open  enennes  a  fecret  intsrcourie  to  the  prejudice  of  its  allies^  can 
be  no  longer  trufted. 

TUa  fiifpicion,  my  Lords,  this  hatefiil,  this  reproacjiful  chanvfier, 
is  now£xed  upon  the  court  of  Britain^  nor  does  it  take  ity  rife  only 
§Ott  die  ferbeanmce  of  our  admiral,  but  has  received  new  coofiraiN 
lian  from  the  behaviour  of  our  ambaffirior,  who  denied  the  treaty  of 
amtralityt  ^"^^tn  die  French  minifter  dedared  it  to  the  Dutch.  Such 
now,  my  Lords,  is  die  reputation  of  the  Britifh  court,  a  reputatien 
produced  by  the  moft  flagrant  and  notorious  inftances  of  cowardioe 
andfalihood,  which  cannot  but  mafae  all  our  endeavours  inefFedual, 
and  difeonrage  all  thofe  powers  wfaofe  conjun£Hop  vire  might  have 
fcomoCBd,  from  entering  into  any  other  engagements  than  fuch  as 
we  may  purchafe  for  ftated  fiiWidies.  For  who,  upon  any  other  nM>- 
tive  than  immediate  intereft,  would  form  an  alliance  with  a  power 
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which,  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  danger,  gives  up  a  confederate^ 
to  purchare,  not  a  large  extent,  of  territory,  not  a  new  field  of  com- 
merce, not  a  port  or  a  citadel,  but  anabje6t  neutrality  ! 

But  however  mean  may  be  a  fupplication  for  peace,  or  however 
infamous  the  defertion  of  an  ally,  I  wifli,  my  Lords,  that  the  liberty 
of  invading  the  queen  of  Hungary's  dominions  without  oppofition,' 
had  been  the  moft  culpable  conceffion  of  our  illuftrious  miniilers,' 
of  whom  it  is  reafonabte  to  believe,  that  they  have  ftipulated  with 
the  Spaniards,  that  they  ihalt  be  repaid  the  expence  of  the  war  by  the 
plunder  of  our  merchants. 

That  our  commerce  has  been  linneceilarily  expofed  to  the  ravages 
of  privateers,  from  which  a  very  fmall  degree  of  caution  might  have 
preferved  it ;  that  three  hundred  trading  (hips  have^been  taken,  and 
that  three  thouiand  JBritiih  failors  are  now  in  captivity,  is^  a  confident-! 
tton  too  melancholy  to  be  long  dwelt  upcyi,  and  a  truth  coo  certaiii 
to  be  iiipprefled  or  denied. 

How  fiicfa  havock  could  have  been  made,  had  not  our  ihips  of  waf 
concluded  a  treaty  of  neutrality  with  the  Spaniards,  and  left  the  war 
to  be  carried  pn  only  by  the!mer(£hants,  it  is  not  ealy  to  cSonceive^ 
for  furely  it  will  not  be  pretended,  that  all  thefe  lofies  wfre  the  nec^ 
iary  conltquence  of  our  fituation  with  regard  to  Spain^  which,  if  it 
expofed  the  Portugal  traders  to  hazard,  did  not  hinder  us  fronl 
guarding  our  own  coafts. 

And  yet  on  our  own  coafts,  my  Lords,  have  multitudes  of  our 
ihips  been  taken  by  the  Spaniards ;  they  have  been  ieixed  by  pettj 
veiTels  as.  they  were  entering  oiir  ports,  and  congratulating  them- 
felves  upon  their  efcape  from  danger. 

In  the  late  war  with  France,,  an  eneiny  much  more  formidable 
both  -for  power  aud  fituatipny  methods  wpre  difcoveced  by  which  our 
trade  was  more  efficacioufiy  protected  :  by  ftationing  a  fquadron  mt 
the  month  of  the  channel,  of  which  two  or  three  flups  at  a  time 
cruized  at  a  proper  diftance  on  the  neighbouring  feas,  the  privateers 
were  kept  in  awe,  and  confined  to  their  own  harbours,  or  feized  if 
they  ventured  to  leave  them. 

But  of  fuch  ufeful  regulations  in  the.  prefent  w^  there  is  little 
hope ;  for  if  the  public  papers  are  of  any  credit,  the  King  of  Spain 
coofiders  the  captures  of  our  merchants  as  a  ftanding  revenue,-  andi 
has  laid  an  iodulfio  upon  then^  a&  upon  other  parts  of  the  Spaoiflt 
trade. 
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It  is  therefore  to  little  purpofc  that,  mcafures  are  propofed  in  this 
Houfe,  or  fchcmcs  prefentcd  by  the  merchants  for  the  prefervation  of 
our  commerce ;  for  the  merchants  are  confidered  as  the  determined 
enemies  of  our  minifter,  who  therefore  refolved  that  they  fliould  re- 
pent of  the  war  into  which  he  was  forced  by  them,  contrary  to  thofe 
favourite  fchemes  and  eftablifhed  maxims,  which  he  has  purfued  till 
the  liberties  of  mankind  arc  almofl  extin^guiflied. 

There  are  indeed  fome  hopes^  my  Lords,  that  new  mcafures  refo- 
lately  purfued  might  yet  repair  the  mifchiefs  of  this  abfurd  and 
cowardly  condu6t,  and  that  by  refolution  and  dexterity  the  ambition 
of  France  might  once  more  be  difappointed.  The  King  of  Pruflia 
appears  at  length  convinced  that  he  has  not  altogether  purfued  his 
real  intereft,  and  that  his  own  family  muft  fall  in  the  ruin  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria.  ,  The  King  of  Sardinia  appears  firm  in  his  deter- 
mination to  adhere  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  has  therefore  re- 
fiifed  a  pafiage  through  his  dominions  to  the  Spanifh  troops.  The 
States  of  Holland  feem  to  have  taken  the  alarm,  and  nothing  but 
their  diftruft  of  our  fincerity  can  hinder  them  from  uniting  againft 
die  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

This  diftnifl,  my  Lords,  we  may  probably  remove,  by  reviving  on 
this  occafion  our  ancient  forms  of  addrefs,  and  declaring  at  once  to 
His  Majefty,  and  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  that  we  are  far  from 
approving  the  late  meafures. 

There  is  another  reafon  why  the  fliort  Addrefles  of  our  anceftors 
may  be  preferred  to  the  modern  forms,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
particular  facts  arc  often  comprehended.  It  is  evident,  that  the  Ad- 
drefles arc  prefented  before  there  can  be  time  to  examine  whether  the 
fafls  contained  in  them  are  juftly  flated ;  and  they  muft  therefore  lofe 
ihcir  efficacy  with  the  people,  who  are  fufficiently  fagacious  to  dif- 
tinguifh  (ervile  complian(*c  from  real  approbation,  and  who  will  not 
eafily  miftake  the  incenfe  of  flattery  for  the  tribute  of  gratitude. 

With  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  Addrefs  propofed  to  your 
Lordihips,  ivbich  is,  like  others,  only  a  repetition  of  the  fpeech,  there 
is  at  leafl  one  objedion  to  it,  too  important  to  be  fupprefled. 

It  is  affirmed   in  the  fpeech,  in  what  particular  words  I  cannot 

exadly  remember,  that  fince  the  death  of  the  late  German  Emperor, 

the  interefi  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  has  been  diligently  and  invariably 

promoted  ;  an  afTertion  which  His  Majefty  is  too  wifej  too  equitable. 
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and  top  generous  to  have  uttered,  but  at  the  .perfuaGon  of  his 
ixiinifters. 

His  Majefty  well  know?,  that  no  important  affiftance  h^s  been 
hitherto  given  to  that  unhappy  Princefs ;  he  knows  that  the  twelve 
thoiifand  men,  who  are  faid  to  have  been  raifcd  for  the  defence  of  the 
empire,  thofc  mighty  troops  by  whofc  affiftance  the  enemies  of 
Auftria  were  to  be  fcattercd,  never  marched  beyond  the  territory  of 
Hanover,  nor  left  that  blifsful  country  for  a  fingle  day.  And  is  it 
probable  that  the  -Qiiecn  would  have  preferred  money  for  troops,  |;iad 
fhe  not  been  informed  that  it  would  be  more  eafily  obtained? 

Nor  was  even  this  pecuniary  aififtpncc,  though  compatible  with 
the  fecurity  of  Hanover,  granted  her  without  reludlance  and  difii- 
culty,  of  which  no  other  proof  is  neccffary  than  thediftance  between 
thepromife  and  the  performance  of  it.  7*hc  money,  my  Lords,  is 
not  yet  all  paid,  though  the  laft  payment  was  very  lately  fixed.  Such 
is  the  afliftance  which  the  united  influence  of  juftice  and  compaffion 
has  yet  procured  from  the  court  pf  Britain. 

Our  minifters  have  been  therefore  hitherto,  ray  Lords,  fo  far  fcoi^ 
afling  with  vigour  in  favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  that  they  have 
never  folicited  the  court  of  Mufcovy,  almoft  the  only  court  now 
independent  on  France,  to  engage  in  her  defence.  How  wifely  that 
mightv  power  diftinguifties  her  real  intereft,  and  how  ardently  (be 
purfucs  it,  the  whole  world  was  convinced  in  her  alliance  with  the 
late  Emperor ;  nor  is  it  unlikely,  that  {he  might  have  been  eafily  per- 
.fuaded  to  have  proteftcd  his  daughter  with  equal  zegU  But  we  never 
.  aflced  her  alliance  left  we  (hould  obtain  it)  and  yet  we  boaft  of  our 
good  offices. 

Our  governors  thought  it  more  nearly  concerned  them  to  humble 
our  merchants  than  to  fuccour  our  allies,  and  therefore  admitted  the 
Spaniards  into  Italy  j  by  which  prudent  condudl  they  dextroufly  at 
once  gratified  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon^  embarrafled  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  and  endangered  the  cfi^ecls  of  the  Britifli  merchants,  lyjng 
at  Legliorn  j  effeiSls  which  were  lately  valued  at  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  but  which,  by  the  feafooable  arrival  of  the  Spaniard$^  are 
happily  reduced  to  half  their  price. 

I  hope  therefore  I  need  not  urge  to  your  JLord/hips  the  necefljty  ^ 
confining  our  Addrcfs  to  tjianjcs  and  cpp^ratulations,  bcf  aufe  it  i^ 
not  ncceflary  to  fay  how  iiiponfillent  it  muft  be  fhought  with  the 
liignity  of  this  Hbuft  to  echo  f^lQiood,  and  to  countenancj^  P^r^y* 
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Tbcn  the  Duke  of  Nkwcastjlb  (poke  to  the  following  efiea : 
Uj  Lords,  Tl^e  manner  in  which  the  noble  Lord  who  Ijpoke  laft 
expr^  his  fentiments^  never  foils  to  give  pleafure,  even  where  his 
^rgninents  produce  no  convi&xon ;  and  bis  eloquence  always  receives 
its  praire,  though  it  may  fometimes  be  di&ppointed  of  its  more  im- 
portaot  effeds. 

In  the  prefent  debate,  my  Lords,  I  have  heard  no  argument,  fay 
which  I  am  inclined  to  change  the  ufual  forms  of  addrcfs,  or  <o  rejed 
the  motion  which  has  been  made  to  us. 

The  Addreis  which  has  been  propofed,  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  juftly 
chargeable  either  .with  flattery  to  the  minifters,  or  with  difingenuity 
mf^nfycSt  to  the  people ;  nor  can  I  difcover  in  it  any  of  thofe  po* 
Bdoas  which  have-been  reprefented  fo  fiiUacious  and  dangerous.  .  It 
contains  only  a  general  declaration  of  our  gratitude,  and  an  aflertion 
of  our  zeal ;  a  declaration  and  ailertion  to  which  I  hoj)e  no  Iiord  in 
this  aflembly  will  be  unwilling  to  fubfcribe. 

As  an  enquiry  into  the  propriety  of  this  Addrefs  has  produced, 
whether  neceflarily  or  not,  many  obfervations  on  the  prefent  ftate  of 
£urope^  and  many  animadverfions  upon  the  late  condu£t,  it  cannot 
be  Improper  for  me  to  <^er  to  your  Lordfhips  my  opinion  of  the 
meafures  which  .have  been  purfued  by  us,  as  well  in  the  war  with 
Spain,  as  with  oegard  to  ibe  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  to  propofe  my 
conjedures  concerning  the  events  which  may  probably  be  produced 
by  the  diftra£tions  on  d>e  continent. 

Tlis  deviation  from  the  queftion  before  us,  will  at  leaft  be  as  eafily 
pardoned  in  me  as  in  the  noble  Lords  who  have  exhibited  fo  gloomy 
a  reprefentatton  of  ou^-  approaching  condition,  who  have  lamented 
the  flavery  with  which  they  imagine  all  the  dates  of  Europe  about 
to  be  barrafled,  and  defcribed  the  infolence  and  ravages  of  thofe 
oppreiTors  to  whom  their  apprehenfions  have  already  given  the  empire 
of  the  world.  For  furely,  my  Lords,  it  is  an  endeavour  no  lefs 
iaudaUe  to  difpel  terror,  than  to  excite  it ;  and  be  who  brings  us 
fttch  accounts  as  we  deiire  to  receive,  is  generally  Kftened  to  with 
indulgence,  however  unelegant  may  be  his  expreifions,  or  however 
inegiilar  his  narration. 

That  the  power  of  tlje  family  of  Bourbon  is  arrived  at  a  very 
dangerous  and  formidable  extent ;  that  it  never  was  hitherto  employed 
but  to  difturb  the  happinefs  of  the  univerfe ;  that  the  fame  fchemes 
which  our  anctftocs  laboured  fo  ardently  and  fo  fuccefsfully  to  deftroy. 
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arc  now  formed  afrefh,  and  intended  to  be  put  in  iitjmediate  execu- 
tion; that  the  empire  is  defigncd  to  he  held  henceforward  in  depen- 
dence on  France,  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  by  which  the  com- 
mon rights  of  mankind  have  been  fo  long  fupportcd,  is  now  marked 
out  for  deftruSion,  is  too  evident  to  be  conteftcd. 

It  is  allowed,  my  Lordr ,  that  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
which  there  was  once  rcaf^n  to  dread,  left  it  might  have  been  em- 
ployed againft  US',  is  now  almoft  extinguilhed ;  and  that  name  which 
has  for  fo  many  ages  filled  the  hiftories  of  Europe,  is  in  danger  of 
being  forgotten.  It  is  allowed,  that  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  cannot  £all 
without  expofing  all  thofc  who  havt  hitherto  been  fupported  by  its 
alliance  to  the  utmoft  danger  ;  and  I  need  not  add,  that  they  ought 
therefore  to  affift  it  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and  the  moft  vigorous 
meafures. 

It  may  be  fuggpfted,  my  Lords,  that  this  afliftance  has  been  already 
delayed  till  it  is  become  ufelefs,  that  the  utmoft  expedition  will  be 
too  flow,  and  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  too  weak  to  ftop  the  torrent 
of  the  conquefts  of  France  ;  that  the  fatal  blow  will  be  ftruck,  before 
we  (hall  have  an  opportunity  to  ward  it  off,  and  that  our  regard  for 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  will  be  only  compaffion  for  the  dead. 

But  thefe,  my  Lords,  I  hope,  are  only  the  apprehenftons  of  a  mind 
overborne  with  fudden  terrors,  and  perplexed  by  a  confufed  furvejr 
of  complicated  danger  >  for  if  we  confider  more  diftinAly  the  powers 
which  may  be  brought  in  oppofition  to  France,  we  (hall  find  no  rcafon 
for  defpairing  that  we  may  once  more  ftand  up  with  fuccefs  in  defence 
of  our  religion  and  the  liberty  of  mankind,  and  once  more  reduce 
thofe  troublers  of  the  world  'to  the  ncceffity  of  abandoning  their  de- 
ftruflive  dcfigns. 

The  noble  Lord  has  already  mentioned  the  prefent  difpofition  of" 
three  powerful  ftates,  as  a  motive  for  vigorous  refolutions,  and  a 
confidcration  that  may  at  leaft  preferve  us  from  defpair  5  and  it  is 
no  fmall  fatisfiiction  to  me  to  obfcrve,  that  his  penetration  and  ex* 
perience  incline  him  to  hope  upon  the  profpe£l  of  affairs  as  they  novr 
appear ;  bccaufe  I  doubt  not  but  that  hope  will  be  improved  into 
confidence,  by  the  account  which  I  can  now  give  your  Lordihips 
of  the  intention  of  another  power,  yet  more  formidable,  to  engage 
with  us  in  the  great  defign  of  rcprefling  the  infolcnce  of  France, 

A  treaty  of  alliance,  my  Lords,  has  been  for  fomc  time  concerted 
with  the  Emperor  of  Mufcovy,  and  has  been  negotiated  with.fuch 
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dSigence,  that  It  is  xiovr  completed,  and  I  doubt  not  but  the  laft 
latifications  will  arrive  at  this  court  in  a  few  days  ;  by  which  it  will 
appear  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  the  intereft  of  this  nation  has  been 
irigilantly  regarded,  and  to  our  allies,  that  the  faith  of  Britain  has 
never  yet  been  (haken.  It  will  appear  to  the  French,  that  they  have 
precipitated  their  triumphs,  that  they  have  imagined  themfelves  mailers 
of  nations  by  whom  they  will  be  in  a  fhort  time  driven  back  to  their 
own  confines,  and  that  perhaps  they  have  parcelled  out  kingdoms 
which  they  are  never  likely  to  poffefs. 

It  was  affirmed,  and  with  juft  difcernmcnt,  that  applications  ought 
to  be  made  to  this  powerful  court,  as  the  profefled  adverfary  of  France  j 
and  if  it  was  not  hitherto  known  that  their  afTiflance  had  been 
affiduoully  folicited,  our  endeavours  were  kept  fecret  only  that  their 
fucceis  might  be  more  certain,  and  that  they  might  furprize  more 
powerfully  by  their  effecb. 

Nor  have  the  two  other  princes,  which  were  mentioned  by  the 
nobJe  Lord,  been  forgotten,  whofe  concurrence  is  at  this  time  fo 
neceflary  to  us  :  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  reprefentations  which 
lu?e  been  made  with  all  the  force  of  truth,  and  all  the  zeal  that  is 
awakened  by  intereft  and  by  danger,  will  in  time  produce  the  e(fe<3s 
for  which  they  were  intended;  by  convincing  thofe  princes  that  they 
endanger  themfelves^  by  flattering  the  French  ambition,  that  they 
arc  divefting  themfelves  of  that  defence  of  which  they  will  quickly 
regret  the  lofs,  and  that  they  arc  only  not  attacked  at  prefent,  that 
they  may  be  deftroyed  more  eafily  hereafter. 

Bat  it  is  always  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  in  public 
traniadions,  as  in  private  life,  interetl  at"!:*  with  lefs  force  as  it  is  at 
greater  diftance,  and  that  the  immediate  motive  will  generally  pre- 
vail. Futurity  impairs  the  influence  of  the  moft  important  objecHis 
of  confideration,  even  when  it  does  not  leflen  their  certainty  j  and 
with  regard  to  events  only  probable,  events  which  a  thoufand  acci* 
dents  may  obviate,  they  are  almoft  annihilated,  with  regard  to  the 
human  mind,  by  being  placed  at  a  dittance  from  us.  Wherever 
uoagin^tion  can  exert  its  power,  we  eafily  dwell  upon  the  moft 
pleailng  views,  and  flatter  ourfelves  with  thofe  confequcnces,  which, 
though  perhaps  leaft  to  be  expcvSted,  arc  moft  dcfired.  Wherever  dif- 
ferent events  m^y  arife,  which  is  the  ftate  of  all  human  tranfaftions, 
wc  naturally  promote  our  hopes,  and  reprels  our  fears  ;  and  in  time 
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fo  far  deceive  ourfelvcs,  as  to  quiet  all  oar  fufpicions,  lay  atf  our 
terrors  afleep,  and  believe' what  at  iirft  we  only  wifhed. 

This,  my  Lords,  muft  be  the  delufioti  by  which  ibme  fbte?  are 
induced  to  favour,  and  others  to  negled  the  encroacbmentrof  France.  ' 
Men  are  impolitic,  as  they  are  wicked  y  becaufe  they  prefer  the 
gratification  of  the  prefenc  hour  to  the  aiTurance  of  iblid  and  perina» 
nent,  but  diftant  happinefis.  The  French  take  advantage,  of  this 
general  weaknefs  of  the  human  mind,  and  by  magraficent  prootifes 
to  one  prince,  and  petty  grants  to  another,  reconcile  them  to  their 
defigns.  Each  finds  that  he  fhall  gain  more  by  contra£ting  an  adiiaoce 
with  them,  than  with  another  ftate  which  has  no  view,  befides  that  of 
preferving  to  every  fovereign  his  juft  rights,  and  which  therefore,  as 
k  plunders  nooe,  will  have  nothing  to  beftow. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  the  difadvantage  under  which  oat  negotiator! 
labour  againft  thofe  of  France ;  we  have  no  kingdoms  tbparcel  out 
among  thofe  Whofe  confederacy  we  foKcit;  we  can  promife  theni  no 
fop^iority  above  the  neighbouring  princes  which  they  do  not  now 
poi&fs  ;  we  afTume  not  the  province  of  adjufting  the  boundariet  of 
dominion,  or  of  deciding  contefted  titles  :  we  promife  xmlj  the  pre- 
iervation  of  quiet,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  fafety. 

But  the  French,  my  Lords,  oppoie  us  with  other  arguments^  ar«- 
guments  which  indeed  receive  their  force  firom  folly  and  credulity^ 
but  Whati  more  powerful  afliftance  can  be  defired  ?  They  promife 
At>t  mere  negative  advantages,  not  an  exemption  from  i^mote  op« 
preflion,  or  an  efcape  from  flavery,  which,  as  it  was  yet  never  fcit^ 
h  v€ty  Ihtle  dreaded ;  they  offer  an  immediate  augmentation  of  do-* 
mimon,  and  an  extenfion  of  power  ^  fhey  propofe  new  tra^of  com^ 
fierce,  and  open  new  fources  of  wealth  \  they  invite  confederacies^ 
not  for  defence,  but  for  conquefts ;  for  conquefts  to  be  divided  among^ 
the  powers  by  whofe  union  they  fliali  be  made.  • 

Let  it  not  therefore  be  obje6bd,  my  Lords,  to  our  minifters^  or 
our  negotiators,  that  the  French  obtain  more  influence  than  they  ^ 
tfaaf  they  are  ihore  eafily  liflened  to,  or  more  readily  believed :  for 
while  fuch  is  die  condition  of  mankind,  that  what  is  defired  is  eafily 
credited,  while  profit  is  more  powerful  than  realbn,  the  French  elo* 
quence  will  frequently  prevail. 

Whether,  my  Lords,  our  feeming  want  of  fucceft  iti  the  war  witfc 
Spain  admits  of  as  eafy  a  folution,  my  degree  of  knowledge  in  ititli« 
tary  afi^irs,  does  not  enable  me  to  determine.    An  account  of  this 
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pit  of  our  conduS  is  to  be  cxpefted  from  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  by  whom,  I  doubt  not,  but  fuch  reafons  will  be  affigned 
for  an  the  operations  of  our  naval  forces,  and  fuch  vindications  offered 
of  all  thofe  meafures^  which  have  been  hitherto  imputed  too  pre- 
cipiiatcly  to  negligence,  cowardice,  or  treachery,  as  will  fatisfy  thofe 
i^ho  have  been  moft  vehement  in  their  cenfures. 

But  becaufe  it  does  libt  feem  to  me  very  difficult  to  apologize  for 
diofe  mifcarriages  which  have  occafioncd  the  loudeft  complaints,  I 
win  lay  before  )t>ui'  Lordfhips  what  I  have  been  able  to  collect  from 
^uiry,  or  to  conjedure  from  obfervation ;  and  doubt  not  but  it  will 
eaCly  appear,,  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  from  any  apparent  defign 
of  betraying  our  country,  and  that  ouf  minifters  and  commander's 
win  defcrvc,  at  leaft,  to  be  heard  before  they  are' Condemned. 

That  great  numbers  of  our  trading  veficls  have  been  feized  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  that  our  commerce  h^s  therefore  been  very  much 
cmbarrafled  and  interrupted,  is  fufficiently  manifeft ;  but  to  me,  my 
Lords,  this  appears  one  of  the  certain  and  neceffary  confequences  of 
war,  which  arc  always  to  be  expeiftcd,  and  to  be  fet  in  our  confulta- 
tions  againft  the  advantages  which  we  propofe  to  obtain,  It  is  as 
ntional  to  expc£l,  that  of  an  army  fent  againft  our  enemies,  every 
man  (hoiild  return  unhurt  to  his  acquaintances,  as  that  every  mer- 
chant (hould  (ee  his  {hip  and  cargo  fail  fafely  into  port. 

If  wc  examine,  my  Lords,  the  late  war,  of  which  the  conduft 
has  beqi  Co  lavifhly  applauded,  in  which  the  viftories  which  we  ob- 
tained flavc  been  fo  loudly  celebrated,  and  which  has  been  propofed 
to  the  imitation  of  all  future  minifters,  it  will  appear,  that  our  lofles 
of  the  fame  kind  were  then  very  frequent,  and  perhaps  not  lefs  com- 
|3aincd  of,  though  the  murmurs  are  now  fofgotten,  and  the  accla- 
mations tranfmitted  to  poflcrity,  becaufe  we  naturally  relate  what  has 
given  us  fatisfaftion,  and  fupprefs  what  we  cannot  recoiled  without 
uiieafuiefs. 

If  we  look* farther  backward,  my  Lords,  and  enquire  into  the 
event  of  any  other  war  in  which  vie  engaged  fiiice  commerce  has 
conftituted  fo  large  a  part  of  the  intereft  of  this  nation,  I  doubt  not 
but  in  proportion  to  our  trade  will  be  found  our  lofles ;  and  in  all 
future  wars,  as  in  the  prefent,  I  (hall  expccl  the  fame  calamities  and 
Ae  fame  complaints.  For  the  efcape  of  any  number  of  fliips  raifes 
»o  iranfport,  nor  produce's  any  gratitude  ;  but  the  lofs  of  a  few  will 
jdways  give  occai^on  to  clamours  and  difcontcnt     For  vigilance, 
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however  diligent,  can  never  produce  more  fafety  than  will  be  naturally 
expe£led  from  our  inconteftable  fuperiority  at  fea,  by  which  a  great 
part  of  the  nation  is  fo  far  decelvecj  as  to  imagine,  that  becaufe  we 
cannot  be  conquered,  we  cannot  be  moleftcd. 

Nor  do  I  fee  how  it  is  poflible  to  employ  our  power  more  effec- 
tually for  the  proteftion  of  our  trade  than  by  the  method  now  purfued 
of  covering  the  ocean  with  our  fleets,  and  ftationing  our  fhips  of  war 
in  everyplace  where  danger  can  be  apprehended.  If  it  be  urged, 
that  the  inefficacy  of  our  meafurcs  is  a  fufHcient  proof  of  their  im- 
propriety, it  will  be  proper  to  fubftitute  another  plan  of  operation, 
of  which  the  fuccefs  may  be  more  probable.  To  me,  my  Lords,  the 
lofs  of  fome  of  our  mercantile  veffels  fhews  only  the  difproportion 
between  the  number  of  our  fhips  of  war,  and  the  extent  of  the  fea, 
which  is  a  region  too  vaft  to  be  compleatly  garrifoned,  and  of  which 
the  frequenters  muft  inevitably  be  fubjedt  to  the  fudden  incurfions  of 
fubtle  rovers. 

The  difpofition  of  our  fquadrons  has  been  fuch,  as  was  doubtless 
diftated  by  the  mod  acute  fagacity,  and  the  moft  enlightened  expe- 
rience. The  fquadron  which  was  appointed  to  guard  our  coafts  has 
been  ridiculed  as  an  ufclefs  expence  ;  and  its  frequent  cxcurfions  and 
returns,  without  any  memorable  attempt,  have  given  occafion  to 
cndlefs  raillery,  and  inceflant  exclamations  of  wonder  and  contempt. 
But  it  is  to  be  confidered,  my  Lords,  that  the  enemies  of  this  nation, 
either  fccret  or  declared,  had  powerful  fquadrons  in  many  ports  of 
the  Mediterranean,  which,  had  they  known  that  our  coafts  were 
without  defence,  might  have  iffued  out  on  a  fudden,  and  have  ap- 
peared unexpeSedly  in  our  channel,  from  v/hence  they  might  have 
laid  our  towns  in  ruin,  entered  our  docks,  burnt  up  all  our  prepara- 
tions for  future  expeditions,  carried  into  flavery  the  inhabitants  oT 
our  villages,  and  left  the  maritime  provinces  of  this  kingdom  in  a 
ftate  of  general  defolation. 

Out  of  this  fquadron,  however  neceffary,  there  was  yet  a  reinforce- 
ment of  five  (hips  ordered  to  aflift  Haddock,  that  he  might  be  enabled 
to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  the  Spaniards,  though  affifted  by  their  French 
confederates,  whom  it  is  known  that  he  was  fo  far  from  favouring, 
that  he  was  ftationed  before  Barcelona  to  block  them  up.  Why  he 
departed  from  that  port,  and  upon  what  motives  of  policy,  or  maxims 
of  war,  he  fuffcred  the  Spaniards  to  profecute  their  fchemc,  he  only 
is  able  to  inform  us.  . 
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Tliat  the  Spaniards  have  not  at  leaft  been  fpared  by  defign,  is  evi- 
dent from  their  fufferings  in  this  war,  which  have  been  much  greater 
than  ours*  Many  of  our  (hips  have  indeed  been  fnatched  up  by  the 
rapacity  of  private  adventurers,  whom  the  ardour  of  intereft  had 
made  vigilant,  and  whofe  celerity  of  purfuit  as  well  as  flight,  enables 
them  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  fituation  of  their  own  ports,  and 
'  thofe  of  xheir  friends.  But  as  none  of  our  fhips  have  been  denied 
convoys,  I  know  not  how  the  lofs  of  them  can  bq  imputed  to  the 
miniftry;  and  if  any  ofthofe  who  failed  under  the  proteiStion  of  fhips 
of  war  have  been  loft,  the  commanders  may  be  required  to  vindicate 
themfclves  from  the  charge  of  negligence  or  treachery. 

But  this  enquiry,  my  Lords,  muft  be,  in  my  opinion,  referved  for 
aoocfaerday,  when  it  may  become  the  immediate  fubject  of  our  con- 
fidtatjoiis,  with  which  it  has  at  prefent  no  coherence,  or  to  which  at 
kaft  it  is  very  remotely  rekted.  For  I  am  not  able,  upon  the  moft 
imp2Ttial  and  the  moft  attentive  confideration  of  the  Addrefs  now 
propofed  to  your  Lordftiips,  to  perceive  any  neceffity  of  a  previous 
enquiry  into  the  condu£^  of  the  war,  the  tranfadiion  of  our  negocia- 
tions,  or  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  our  compliance  with 
this  motion,  by  which  we  (hall  be  far  from  flieltering  any  crime  from 
puaiihment,  or  any  doubtful  conduct  from  enquiry  j  fliall  be  far  from 
obftru6ttng  the  courfe  of  national  juftice,  or  approving  what  we  do 
sot  under  ft  and. 

TTie  chief  tendency  of  his  Majefty's  Speech  is  to  aflc  our  advice  on 
this  extraordinary  conjundure  of  afFiirs,  a  conduct  undoubtedly 
worthy  of  a  Brttifti  Monarch,  and  which  we  ought  not  to  requite 
with  difrefpect ;  but  what  Itfs  can  be  inferred  from  an  alteration  of 
our  eftablifhed  forins  of  Addrefs,  by  an  omiffion  of  any  part  of  the 
Speech  ?  For  what  will  be  imagined  by  his  Majefty,  by  the  nation, 
af.d  by  the  whole  world,  but  thut  we  did  not  approve  what  we  did 
Dotanfwer? 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe  : — My 
Lords,  it  is  with  great  reafon  that  the  prefent  time  has  been  repre- 
fented  to  us  from  the  Throne  as  a  time  of  uncommon  danger  and 
difturbance,  a  time  in  which  the  barriers  of  kingdoms  are  broken 
down  in  contempt  of  every  law  of  heaven  and  of  earth*,  and  in  which 
ainbitioo,  rapine,  and opprefHon  fecm  to  be  let  loofe  upon  mankind; 
a  time  in  which  fome  nations  fend  out  armies  and  invade  the  terri- 
tones  of  their  neighbours,  in  oppofition  to  the  moft  folemn  treaties, 
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of  Virhich  Others,  with  e^ual  pcrfid'y,  filently  fuffec,  or  fecretly  fiea--— 
ihc  violation  •  r?  — - 

At  a  time  Hk^  this,  when  treaties  are  confidered  only  sfs.;j.  ^ 
mentary  expedients,  and  alliances  confer  nofecurity,  it  is  evidca^-.^,^ 
the  prcfervation  of  otir  rights,  our  intereft^  and  our  commerce, ... 
depend  only  on  our  natural  ftrcngth ;  and  that  inftead  of  culti.    ^ 

thefiriendflrip'of  foreign  powers,  which  we  muft  purchafc  upo * 

advsmtstgeoiis  conditions,   and   which  will   be  withdrawn  frc 
frtienever  we  fliafl  need  it ;  we  ought  therefore  to  collcfi  ou  "  ^* ' 
force,  and  (hew  the  world  how  little  we  (land  in  need  of  affi 
and  how  little  we  have  to  fear  from  the  moft  powerful  of  our  er  ^*^' 

Our  country,  my  Lords,  feems  defigned  by  nature  to  fubfif  "  •^'^ 
dut  anytJepcndance  on  other  nations,  and  by  a  fteady  and  j '"•'*■■■ 
improveitifent  of  thefe  advantages  witli  which  providence  has  '^«'«j 
it,  may  bid  defiance  to  mankind  ;  it  might  become,  by  the  ex  "^  ast 
of  our  commerce,  the  general  center  at  which  the  wealth  of  th' '  -^^  , 
earth  might  be  collefted  together,  and  from  whence  it  might  b  -^ 
ujpon  proper  occafioris,  for  the  diffufion  of  liberty,  the  repre  ^  j. 
infolence,  and  the  prefervation  of  peace.  "^^^i 

But  this  glory,  and  this  influence,  my  Lords,  muft  arife  fr 
meflick  fdicrtyj  arid  domeftick  felicity  can  ohly  be  product-^^ 
mutual  cohfidencc  between  the  government  and  the  people,    ? 
the  governors  diftruft  the  affeftions  of  their  fubjefis,  they  wi)*^  ^ 
very  folicitdus  to  advance  their  happinefs  ;  for  who  will  ende  ,^^.    ""* 
incteafe  that  Wealth  which  will,  as  he  believes,  be  employed  ^^     "  ' 
hinr?     Nor  Will  the  fubjefls  chearfuUy  concur  even  With  ^ 

ceflary  meafures  of  their  governors,  whofe  general  defigns  tl. 
ccive  to  bcf  contrary  to  the  publick  intereft ;  becaufe  any  te.      *  "'^ 
fuccefs  or  accidental  reputation,  will  only  dazzle  the  eyes  of  .^^^*  "^  ^ 
titude  while  their  liberties  are  ftolen  away.  •  ^ 

This  confidence,  my  Lords,  muft  be  promoted  where  "^  •*  "att 
atnd  regained  where  it  is  loft,  by  the  open  adminiftration  o  ""^^s^y.^ 
by  impartial  enquiries  into  public  tranfaAlons,  by  the  exa]. 
thofc  whofe  wifdom  and  bravery  bas^advanced  the  publick  rt  ^^iiitV 
or  increafed  the  happinefs  of  the  nation,  and  the  cenfure  *^%iiii  \ 
however  elate  with  dignities,  or  furrounded  with  depend^  ^  <»mun 
by  their  unfkilfulnefs  or  diflionefty,  have  eit)ier  embarra  ''^ohon  i 
country  or  betrayed  it,  *^they  e^iu 
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When  they  have  bcendctcfted  in  one  abfurdity,  they  take  (belter 
in  another  j  when  experience  has  fliewn  that  one  of  their  attempts 
was  defigned  only  to  injure  their  country,  they  propofe  a  fecond  of 
the  fame  kind  with  equal  confidence,  boaft  again  of  their  integrity,  ' 
and  again  require  the  concurrence  of  the  legiflature,  and  the  fupport 
of  the  people. 

When  they  had  for  a  long  time  fuffered  our  trading  veffels  to  be 
feized  in  fight  of  our  own  ports,  when  they  had  difpatched  fleets  into 
the  Mediterranean,  only  to  lie  expofed  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather, 
and  to  fail  from  one  coaft  to  another,  only  to  Ihew  that  they  had  no 
hoftiie  intentions,  and  that  they  were  fitted  out  by  the  friends  of  the 
Spaniards,  only  to  amufe  and  exhauft  the  nation,  they  at  length 
thought  it  neceflary  to  lull  the  impatience  of  the  people,  who  began  to 
difcover  that  they  had  hitherto  been  harrafled  with  taxes  and  impreiTes 
to  no  purpofe,  by  the  appearance  of  a  new  effort  for  the  fubjeftion  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  divert,  by  the  expeftations  which  an  army  and  a 
fleet  naturally  raife,  any  clamours  at" their  paft  conduft. 

Fpj  this  end,  having  entered  into  their  ufual  confultations,  they 
projeftcd  an  expedition  into  America,  for  which  they  raifed  forces 
and  procured  tranfports,  with  all  the  pomp  of*  preparation  for  the 
conquqft  of  half  the  continent,  not  fo  much  to  alarm  the  Spaniards, 
which  I  conceive  but  a  fecondary  view,  as  to  fill  the  people  of  Britain 
with  amufing  profpecVs  of  great  atchievements,  of  the  addition  of 
new  dominions  to  this  empire,  and  an  ample  reparation  for  all  their 
,  damages. 

Thus  provided  with  forces  fuflicient  in  appearance  for  this  mighty 
enterprife,  they  embarked  them  after  many  delays,  and  difmifled  them 
to  their  fate,  having  firft  difpofed  their  regulations  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  it  was  impoflible  that  they  (hould  meet  with  fuccefs. 

I  can  call  your  Lordfliips  to  witnefs,  that  this  impoflibility  was  not 
difcovered  by  me  after  the  event,  for  I  foretold  in  this  Houfe,  that 
their  defigns  fo  cohdu&ed,  muft  evidently  mifcarry. 

Nor  was  this  prediction,  my  Lords,  the  efeft  of  any  uncommom 
fagacity,  or  any  accidental  conjedture  on  future  confequences  which 
happened  to  be  right;  for  to  any  man  who  has  had  opportunities  of 
obferving  that  knowledge  in  war  is  neceffary  to  fuccefs,  and  expe- 
rience is  the  foundation  of  knowledge,  it  was  lufixciently  plain  that 
our  forces  muft  be  rcpul(ed. 
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The  forces  feht  into  America,  my  Lords,  were  ncwly  railed, 
[Jaced  unctr  the  dircdion  of  ofHcers  not  lefs  ignorant  than  them^^ 
lelvcs,  and  commanded  by  a  man  who  never  had  commanded  any 
troops  before ;  and  who,  however  laudable  he  might  have  difcharged 
the  duty  of  a  Captain,  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  province  of 
a  General.  ' 

Yet  was  this  man,  my  Lords,  preferred,  not  only  to  a  multitude 
of  other  officers,  to  whom  experience  muft  have  been  of  fmall  advan- 
tage, if  it  did  not  furniQi  them  with  knowledge  far  fuperior  to  his, 
but  to  five  and  forty  Generals,  of  whom  I  hope  the  nation  has  no 
rcafon  to  fufpeft  that  any  of  them  would  not  gladly  have  ferved  it  on 
anoccaftonof  fo  great  importance,  and  willingly  have  conducted  an 
expedition  intended  to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  Bridfh  name,  the 
terror  of  our  arms,  and  the  fecurity  of  our  commerce. 

When  raw  troops,  my  Lords,  with  young  officers,  are  to  afk  un- 
der the  command  of  an  unikilful  General,  what  is  it  reafonable  to  ex- 
peft,  but  what  has  happened,  overthrow,  flaughter,  and  ignominy  ? 
What  but  that  cheap  vidtories  fhould  heighten  the  infolencc,  and 
harden  the  obftinacy  of  our  enemies ;  and  that  we  ihould  not  only 
be  weakened  by  our  lofs,  but  difpirited  by  our  difgrace  ;  by  the  dif- 
grace  of  being  overtlirown  by  thofe  whom  we  have  defpifed,  and  with 
whom  nothing  but  our  own  folly  could  have  reduced  us  to  a  leveL 

The  other  conjcfiure  which  I  ventured  to  propofe  to  your  Lord- 
fcips,  with  regard  to  the  Q^ieen  of  Hungary,  was  not  founded  on 
&&  equally  evident  with  the  former,  though  experience  has  difco- 
Tercd  diat  it  was  equally  true.  It  was  then  aflerted,  both  by  other 
Lords  and  myfelf,  that  money  would  be  chcfen  by  that  Princefs  as  an 
affiftance  more  ufeful  than  forces  ;  an  opinion,  which  the  Lords  who 
are  engaged  in  the  adminiftration  vigoroufly  oppofed.  In  confe- 
S«nce  of  their  determination,  forces  were  hired,  for  what  purpofe — 
ktthem  now  declare,  fince  none  but  themfelves  have  yet  known. 

That  at  leaft  they  were  not  taken  into  our  pay  for  the  fervice  for 
wkich  they  were  required,'  the  fuccour  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftria,  is 
tnoft.fvidcnt,  unlefe  the  name  of  armies  is  imagined  fufficient  to  in- 
tiiBidate  the  French,  as  the  Spaniards  are  to  be  fubdued  by  the 
figbt  of  fleets.  They  never  marched  towards  her  frontiers,  never 
oppofed  her  enen^ies,  or  afforded  her  the  leaft  ai&ftance,  but  flood  idle 
and  uQconcernad  in  the  territories  of  Hanover  \  nor  was  it  known 
that  they  e^Eified  by  any  other  proof  than  that  remittances  were  made 
far  tfaeix"  jMj. 

Such, 
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S^Ab^  Af  Inirist  vas  tbe  affiftance,  aflced  .with  lb  insch  ibiickude, 
tf|^  ]fl(vM  ynfh  (o  m^cb  exf>editton,  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  (uch 
Wfit  Ibe  dfe&  of  ^e  ^al  of  our  illuftrious  mintAers  for  the  poc- 
fervntiQft  .of  ^t  auguft  Houfe,  to  whofe  alliance  we  are  perhaps  in- 
debted for  the  prefervation  pf  our  religion  and  our  liberties,  and  to 
which  aU  Europe  muft  have  recourfe  for  (helter  from  the  oppreffion  of 
France* 

^  When  diis  Ibrmidable  body  of  men  was  aflembled,  my  Lords,  and 
reviewed,  they  were  perhaps  found  to9  graceful  and  too  well  forted  to 
be  oxpo&d  to  the  dangers  of  a  battle  ;  and  the  fame  tendemefe  that 
haft  fo  long  preierved  our  own  forces  from  any  other  field  than  the 
Park,  might  refcue  them  from  4he<fatigues  of  accompanying  theaSive 
bttfl^ra  in  their  incurfions,  or  the  fteady  Auftrians  in  their  conflids. 

Whatever  was  the  reafon,  my  Lords,  it  is  certain  that  they  have 
been  referved  for  other  opportunities  of  fignalising  their  courage, 
and  they  fiept  in -quiet,  and  fattened  upon  the  wealth  of  Britain, 
w(iile  the  enemies  of  our  illuftrious,  magnanimous,  and  unfortunate 
ally,  entered  her  territories  Mrithout  oppofition,  marched  through 
them  uninterrupted,  and  rather  took  poflef&on  than  made  conquefts. 

That  jn  this  condition  of  her  affairs,  the  Queen  would  refufe  aa 
offer  of  12,000  men  ;  that  when  flie  was  driven  from  one  country  tq 
another,  attended  by  an  army  fcarcely  fufiicient  to  form  a  flyiog 
camp,  flie  would  not  gladly  have  accepted  a  reinforcement  fo  power- 
ful, let  thofe  believe,  my  Lords,  who  have  yet  never  been  deceived 
by  miniflerial  faith. 

The  real  defigns  of  the  ipiniftry,  my  Lords,  are  fufficiently  obvi«» 
ous,  nor  is  any  thing  more  certain,  than  that  they  had  in  requiring 
this  mockaffiftance  for  the  Queen  of  Hungar}',  no  other  defign,  than 
that  of  raifing  her  expectations  only  to  deceive  them  ;  and  to  divert 
her,  by  confidence  in  their  preparations,  from  having  recourfe  to  move 
efficacious  expedients,  that  fhe  might  become,  without  refiftance,  the 
flavex>f  France. 

For  this  purpofe  they  determined  to  fuccour  her  wiA  forces  father 
than  widi  money,  becaufe  many  reafons  might  be  pretendidi,  h% 
which  the  march  of  the  forces  might  be  retarded  ;  but  the  money, 
myLo^ds,  when  granted,  muft  have  been  more  fpeedily  remitted. 

At  laft  the  Queen,  weary  with  delays,  and  undoubtedly  fuiRciently 
informed  of  thofe  defigns,  which  are  now  however  generally  dif- 
CQvered,  confidently  denied,  defired  a  fupply  of  mpnty,  which  mighC 
be  granted  without  leaving  Hanover  expofed  to  an  invafioo*     With 

this 
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Aisdeoaiidy  which  tbey  had  no  pretence  to  ittkj^  ^y  have  jretfoMad 
apedieiits  to  delay  their  compliance.  For  it  does  not  appear  thtt 
Ihe  vfaok  fum  granted  has  yet  been  paid  ^  «nd  it  4vaul4  well  became 
thofe  noble  Lords,  ^hofe  offices  give  thei?:i  an  0{)pprtMQity  ^f  obferv* 
iogdie  difiribution  of  the  publick  jnqney,  to  juftify  t^em&lves  feoin- 
the  fuTpicions  of  the  nation,  by  decl^ripg  openly  what  Jigs  i>een  .re- 
mitted, and  what  yet  remains  to  be  difbi^rfedfor  A>rne  other  pyrpofe. 

Is  it  not  ther^ore  evidept,  my  Lords,  (b^  by  promifing  aiSftanco 
to  this  unhappy  Prince^,  the  miniftry  inteonded  to  deceivje  her? 
That  when  they  flattei;ed  her  )vith  the  approach  .of  auxiliary  forces, 
tbey'  dcfigned  only  to  f^TXion  them  w4ier£  they,  night  gardfon  the 
frontiers  of  Haoover  I  And  that  when  they  ^forced  her  to  Solicit  for 
pecuniary  aid,  they  delayed  the  payment  of  the  fubfidy,  that  it  might 
DOC  he  received  till  it  could  produce  no  ^(kSti  ' 

This,  my  Lords,  is  not  only  evident  firom  the  ^nanifeft  ahfurdity  of 
d»ir  condud  upon  any  other  fuppofit^n,  but  from  the  getaeral 
fcfaeaie  which  has  always  been  purfued  by  the  man  whofe  di&torial 
ioftnidions  regjulate  the  opinions  of  aUthpCb  that  coiiftitut«  the  mir 
laftry,  and  of  whom  it  is  well  known,  that  it  ha$  beeQ  the  gregt  pur- 
pofe  of  his  life  to  aggrandize  France,  by  ?M>lying  to  h(V  for  affiftancc 
in  imaginary  diftrefles  from  fictitious  confederacies,  and  by  facrificlng 
fiD  her  in  return  die  {|o\ife  of  AuAria,  and  the  cooimerce  of  Britain. 

Hovirihen,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  ai&rted  by  us,  4iat  the  Hoiife  cf 
Auftiia  has  been  vigilantly  Supported  ?  How  can  yre  a|)prQve  mea* 
fmcs  of  which  we  diicover  no  cffe&  but  the  expenice  of  ithe  nation? 
A  douUc  eapence,  produced  firft  by  racing  troops,  which  though 
panted  for  the  affiftance  of  the  Auftrians,  have  hcfen  ,m^  ufe  of 
iMily  for  the  protedion  of  Hanover,  and  by  the  graNnt  fff  mot^y  in  the 
pbboe  of  thefe  trqops  which  w^ere  thus  fallacioufly  pj^i^€4^  and  thus 
oiyrofitably  employed  I 

For  y^bf^t  pujpofe  thefe  for/c^^  were  in  reality  raife^,  I  fupppfe  np 
SUB  can  be  ignorant,  and  no  ipan  to  whom  it  is  icfi^wri  caup  ppffibly 
a^ove  it.  Ho)¥  then,  my  Lords,  c^n  we  coi^cur  in  an  Ad^rf  fj^ 
bf  ^cb  the  people  muft  be  perCu^^ed,  th^t  we  either  ^e  de^jy^ 
ooiielves,  or  endeavour  to  impofe  upon  ihjem  ^  t^iat  we  either  dar^ 
snt  condemn  any  meafures  however  .deftru|£tivf,  ,9rthfit/)t  lea$  we  are 
iohafie  to  ajpi^ovc  thfn^»  left  enquiry  Ibpuld  difcpy/cf  tb^  tendency 
loo  fbjniy  to  kf ve  ^  the  power  ff  app)$(u4ijpg  thm>  vitluHit  an 
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open  declaration  of  our  own  impotence,  or  difregard  for  the  welfare 
of'the  publick. 

The  complaints  of  the  people  arc  already  clamorous,  and  their 
difcontent  open  and  univerfal ;  and  furely  the  voice  of  the  people 
ought  at  leaft  to  awake  us  to  an  examination  of  their  condition.  And 
though  we  fliould  not  immediately  condemn  thofe  whom  they  cenfure 
and  deteft,  as  the  authors  of  their  miferies,  we  ought  at  leaft  to  pay 
fo  much  regard  to  the  accufetion  of  the  whole  community,  as  not  to 
rejeft  it  without  enquiry,  as  a'fufpicion  merely  chimerical. 

Whether  thefe  complaints  and  fufpicions,  my  Lords,  proceed  from 
real  injuries  and  imminent  dangers,  or  from  falfe  accufations  and 
groundlefs  teirrors,  they  equally  defcrve  the  attention  of  this  Houfc^ 
vbofe  great  care  is  the  happinefs  of  the  people.  People  equally 
worthy  of  your  tendernefs  and  regard,  whether  they  are  betrayed  by 
one  party  or  another  j  whether  they  are  plundered  by  the  advocates 
of  the  adminiftration,  under  pretence  of  fupporting  the  government, 
or  affrighted  with  unreafonable  clamours  by  the  opponents  of  the 
court,  under  the  fpecious  appearance  of  protefting  liberty.  The 
people,  my  Lords,  are  in  either  cafe  equally  miferable,  and  deferve 
equally  to  be  refcued  from  diftrefs. 

By  what  method,  my  Lords,  can  this  be  efFefted,  but  by  feme 
publick  affurance  from  this  Houfe,  that  ihe  tranfaftions  of  the  nation 
ftiall  no  longer  be  concealed  in  impenetrable  fecrecy  ;  that  meafures 
ihall  be  no  longer  approved  without  examination  j  that  publick  evifs 
'ihall  be  traced  to  their  caufes  5  and  that  difgrace,  which  they  have 
hitherto  brought  upon  the  publick,  fhall  fall  for  the  future  only  upo«i 
the  authors  of  them. 

Of  giving  this  affurance,  and  of  quieting  by  it  the  clamours  of  the 
people;  clamours  which, whether  juft  or  not,  are  too  formidable  to  be 
flighted,  and  too  loud  nor  to  be  heard,  we  have  now  the  moft  proper 
opportunity  before  us.  The  Addrefs  which  the  pradfice  of  our  an- 
ceftors  requires  us  to  make  to  his  Majcfty,  may  give  us  occafion  of 
expreffing  at  once  our  loyalty  to  the  Crown,  and  our  fidelity  to  our 
'country,  our  zeal  for  the  honour  of  our  Sovereign,  and  our  regard 
for  the  happinefs  of  the  people. 

For  this  purpofe  it  is  neceflary  that,  as  we  prcfcrve  the  praftice  of 
our  anceftors  in  one  refpe6^,  we  revive  it  iiranotlier  ;  that  we  imitate 
thofe  in  juft  freedom  of  language  whom  we  follow  in  the  decent  forms 
of  ceremony  i   and  (hew,   that  as  we  prefcrve,  like  them,   a  du^ 
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fenie  of  the  regal  dignity^  fo  like  them  we  know  tikewlfe  how  to 
preferve  our  own,  and  defpife  flattery  on  one  fide,  as  we  decline 
nNJeneis  on  the  other. 

A  imdice,  my  Lords,  has  prevailed  of  late,  which  cannot  but  be 
allowed  perntclotts  to  the  publick,  and  derogatory  from  the  honour  of 
this  Afiembly  ;  a  pradice  of  retaining  inour  Addrefs  the  words  of  the 
Speech,  and  of  following  it  fervilely  from  period  to  period,  as  if  it 
^re  expeded  that  we  ihould  always  adopt  the  fentiments  of  the 
Court ;  as  if  we  were  not  fummoned  to  advife  but  to  approve,  and 
ijiprovc  without  examination* 

By  fuch  AddrefTeS)  my  Lords,  all  enquiries  may  be  cafily  pre- 
dudfd;  for  the  minifter  by  whom  the  Speech  is  compiled,  may  eafily 
ifitroddce  the  moft  criminal  tranfa(9ions  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that 
diey  may  obtain  the  approbation  of  this  Houle  j  which  he  may  plead 
afterwards  at  our  bar,  when  he  Ihall  be  called  before  it,  and  cither  in- 
volirc  us  in  the  difgrace  of  inconfiftency,  and  expofe  us  to  general 
<^'»teinpt,  or  be  acquitted  by  our  former  fuffrages,  which  it  would 
k  reproachful  to  retraft,  and  yet  criminal  to  confirm. 

It  is  not  neceflary,  my  Lords,  on  this  occafion  to  obferve  what 
d  parties  have  long  fince  acknowledged,  when  it  did  not  promote 
tfcdr  intereft  to  deny  it>  that  every  Speech  from  the  Throne  is  to  be 
confidcred  as  the  work  of  the  minifter,  becaufe  it  is  generally  written 
by  l^i  er  if  compofed  by  the  King  himfelf,  mull  be  drawn  up  in 
puiluance  of  the  information  and  counfel  of  the  miniftry,  to  whom  it 
fe  thcitfore  ultimately  to  be  referred,  and  may  confcquently  be  exa- 
mined without  any  failure  of  refpefi  to  thie  perfon  of  the  Prince. 

This  ought  however  to  be  obferved,  my  Lords,  that  it  may  appear 
oorcplaii^ly  how  certainly  this  praftice  may  be  imputed  to  the  artifices 
of  minifters,  fihce  it  does  not  promote  the  honour  of  the  Prince,  and 
nnnifeftly  obftruds  the  intereft  of  the  people ;  fince  it  is  a  pra&ice 
imtional  in  itfelf,  becaufe  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the  great  purpofe  of 
thbASembly,  and  tan  4^refore  ferve  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of 
fiocoring  indemnity  tg  the  minifterS)  by  placing  them  out  of  the 
reich  of  future  smimadverfion. 

Let  oott  my  Lords,  the  uninterrupted  continuance  of  this  pra£tice 
brfeme  reigns  be  pleaded  in  its  defence,  for  nothing  is  more  worthy 
rf  die  dignity  of  this  Houfe,  than  to  prevent  the  multiplication  of 
^uigerous  precedents.  That  a  cuftom  manifeftly  injurious  to  the 
poUic  has  continued  long,  is  the  ftrongeft  reafon  for  breaking.lt,  be- 
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caufc  it  acquires  crcry  year  new  authority  and  greater  veneration: 
if  when  a  nation  is  alarmed  and  diftraSed,  a  cullom  of  twenty  years 
is  not  to  be  tnfringed,  it  may  in  twenty  years  more  be  fo  firmly 
cftablifhcd,  that  many  may  think  it  neccffary  to  be  fupporteij,  even 
when  thofe  calamities  are  inconteftably  felt,  which  perhaps  now  arc 
only  feared. 

•  I  fliall  therefore,  my  Lords,  propofe,  that  of  the  Addrefs  moved 
for  all  be  left  out  but  the  firft  paragraph  ;  it  will  then  be  more  coa- 
fiftent  with  the  honour  of  your  Lordfhips,  with  our  regard  for  the 
people,  and  with  our  duty  to  the  Crown,  and  hope  no  Lord  will  re- 
fufe  his  concurrence. 

Lord  H ARDwicKE  rofe  npxt,  and  fpokc  to  the  following cffed.:— 
My  Lords,  upon  an  attentive  confideration  of. the  Addrefs.  now  pro- 
pofed,  I  am  not  able  to  dtfcover  any  obje6^ions  which  can  juftly    . 
hinder  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  this  Aileq[ibly,  iince  there  is  not 
any  propofition  contained  in  it  either  dangerous  or  uncertain. 

The  noble  Lords  who  have  oppofed  this  motion  with  the  moft  ar- 
dent vehemence,  arc  very,  far  .from  (Jenying  what  is  aflerted  in  it ; 
they  readily- grant  that  defigns  are  concerted  by  many  formidable 
powers  againft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  that  the  confequences  of 
the  ruin  of  that  family  muft  extend  to  the  utmoft  parts  of  Europe, 
and  endanger  the  liberties  of  Britain  itfelf  ^  that  the  power  of  France 
will  then  be  without  a  rival,-  and  that  (he  may  afterwards  gratify  her 
ambition  without  fear  and  without  danger*  - 

Nor  is  it,  my  Lords,  Icfs  obvious  in  itfclf,  or  lefs  generally  al- 
lowed, that  this  is  a  time  which  demands  the  moft  adive  vigour,  the 
moft  invariable  unanimity,  and  the  moft  diligent  difpatch>  that 
nothing  can  interrupt  the  courfe  of  .our  common  enemies  but  the. 
wifeft  counfels,  and  the  moft  refolute  oppofition  ;  and  that  upon  our 
condu<!!tat  this  great  conjuncture  may  probably  depend  (he  happineiS; 
and  liberfy  of  ourfelves,  our  allies,  and  our  pofterjty. 

All  this,  my  Lords,  is  allowred  to  be  apparently  and  indifpi^tably 
true,  I  am  therefore  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  can  be  the  occafioaoC. 
the  debate  in  which  fome  of  your  Lordfliips  have  eagzgfid.  As  the , 
caufestof  the  calamities  which  are  faid  to  tbfeat^n  us  ai»  nQtJ^ffigHtd 
in  the  Addrefs,  we  ftiall  leave  ourfelves  at  full  liberty  to  charge  thf  A2 
upon  thofe  who  ftiall  apgear  Drom  future  encjuicies  tQ  4efervc  fp.be%vj^ 
an  accuiktion.  .  .  ^ 
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If  the  miniflers  of  the  court  have  by  Iny  inconftancy  in  th^iif 

meafures,  or  folly  in  their  negotiations,  given  an  opportunity  to  thi 
cflemies  of  Europe  to  extend  their  infliienct,  or  endangered  eiAer 
our  own  intereft,  or  that  of  our  allies  j  if  they  have  by  opprcffloii 
or  negligence  alienated  from  his  Majefty  the  aflFeftions  of -hi^s  *pt6p]ei 
•r  the  confidence  of  his  confederates,  nothing  that  iS  contained  -ini 
the  Addrefs  now  before  us  can  be.  produced  by  them  in  juftificatiot/ 
of  their  condud,  or  fecure  them  from  accufation,  cenittre,  a'itd 
piunflunent.  -^  ^ 

If  the  war,  my  Lords,  has  been  hitherto  carried  on  with  clandeftThe^ 
iBpolations,  or  treacherous  compafts ;  if  our  admirals  have  received 
orders  to  retire  from  the  coaft  of  Spain,  only  to  give  our  enemies  aii* 
opportunity  of  invading  the  dominions  of  the  Queen  of  Hungaf}-^* 
Ofhzre  without  dire£(ions  deferted  ^their  Nations,  and  abandoned  the^ 
protedion  of  our  commerce  and.  our  colonies^  Wfe  ffiall,  not  with-' 
flanding  th!^  Addrefs,  retain  in  our  hands  the  privilege  of 'enquiring^ 
imo  their  condud,  and  the  power,  if  it  be  ibund  criminal,  of  infli{%«' 
iag  fncfa  penalties  as  )uftice  ihall  require, 

I  know  not  therefore,  my  Lords,  upon  what  motives  the  debate  is' 
ODocinued,  nor  wbat'obj^dions  they  are'wfaith  hinder  our  unantmity»* 
at  a  time^wben  att  fcttyconttrovcrfics  ought  to  be  forjfot,  and  all' 
mminal  difHn£Bons  laid  afide ;  at  a  time  when  generll  danger  niaiy ' 
joftly  cfaum  general  attention,  and  we  ought  to  fulpend  the  ailer tion 
of  our  particular  opinions,  and  ^e  profecution  of  our  feparltte  ime- ' 
rtfts,  and  regard  only  the -oppodtion  of  France,  'the'fuppoirt.of  our' 
,  allies,  and  the  prefervation  of  our  country.  * 

The  nobk  Lords  who  have  offered  their  ientiments  on  this  occa- 
fion,  have  v^ry  dilFufely  eJcpatlated  on  the  miferies  that  impend*  over  ^ 
vs,  and  hive  'fliewn  tmcommo'h  dextefityand  sicutenefsMn -tracing* 
ten  ail  to  dne'ibaree,  the  weaknefs  of  diihohefty  of 'the.  firitifii  * 

For  my  part,  my  L6rdi,  though  perhaps  I  believe  that  many  elf-  * 
tamUbacts  of  the  plrefent  diftrefs  are  to  be  imputed  -  to  accidents  ^ 
which  could  not  be  forefeen,  and  that  the  condudl  of' the  miniflry,* 
hnmrer  ibmetimes^difappolfit^d  of  th«  effe£b  intendbd  by  i^,  Was 
yttpnidefitand'ifuicere,  IlhdJat  priffcht  fofbca^  te'erfg^ge^thSr^ 
^tdeaoe^  becau&thedifcuiEbhof  aqueftidn  focompKfca^'mufl'necdra'-'^ 
%n^e  flBseh  timd,  and  bddiafe  I  thiftic  it  nOt'ib\ifefui"to  enqtiirer  '^ 
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how  wcT  were  Involved  in  our  prefent  difficulties^  as  by  what  means 
we  may  be  extricated  from  them. 

The  method  by  which  weak,  dates  are  made  ftrong,  and  by  which 
thofc  that  arc  already  powerful,  arc  enabled  to  exert  their. ftrength 
with  efficacy  is  the  prOiiiOtion  of  union,  and  the  abolition  of  all  fiif« 
picions  by  which  the  people  may  be  incited  to  a  diftruft  of  their  So* 
vereign,  or  the  Sovereign  provoked  to  a  difregard  of  his  peo{^. 
With  this  view,  my  Lords,  all  Addreflcs  ought  to  be  drawn  up,  and 
this  confsderation  will  be  fulScient  to  rcftrain  us  from  any  innova- 
tions at  ii  time  like  this. 

If  it  fliould  be  granted,  my  Lords,  that  the  ancient  method  were 
better  adapted  to  the  general  intention  of  Addreffes,  more  corre- 
fpondent  to  the  dignity  of  this  Houfe,  and  liable  to  fewer  inconve- 
niencies  than  that  which  later  times  have  introduced,  yet  it  will  not 
follow  that  we  can  now  (kfely  change  it. 

Nothing  in  the  whole  dodrine  of  politics  is  better  known,  than 
that  there  are'  times  when  the  redrefe  of  grievances  inveterate  and 
cuftomary  is  not  to  be  attempted }  times  when  the  utmoft  care  is . 
barely  fufficient  to  avert  extreme  calamities,  and  prevent  a  total  dif- 
folution  I  and  in  which  the  confideration  of  lighter  evils  muil  not 
befufFered  to  interrupt  more  important  counfels,  or  divert  that  at* 
tention  which  the  prefervati^n  of  the  ftate  necciEirily  demands. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  time»  even  by  the  confrffion  of  thofe 
who  have  oppofed  the  motion,  and  •  of  whom  therefore  it  may  be 
reafonably  demanded,  Why  they  wafte  thefe  important  hours  in 
debates  upon  forms  and  words  i 

.  For  that  only  forms  and  words  have  produced  the  debate,  muft 
be  apparent,  even  to  thcmfelves,  when  the  fervour  of  controveriy 
fliall  have  flackcned }  when  that  vehemence,  with  which  the  moft 
moderate  aw  ibaietimes  tranfported,  and  that  acrimony,  which  can- 
dour itfelf  cannot  always  forbear,  (hall  give  way  to  refledion  and  to 
reafon.  That  the  danger  is  preffing,  and  that  preffing  dangers  re- 
quire expedition  and  unanimity,  they  willingly  grant ;  and  what 
moce  is  aflerted  in  the  Addre&  ? 

That  any  Lord  ihould  be  unwilling,  to  concur  in  the  cuftomary 
^xpreffions  of  thankfulnefs  and  duty  to  his  Majefty,  or  in  acknow** 
ledgments  of  that  regard  for  this  Allembly  with  which  he  aflu  our 
affiftance  and  advice,  I  am  unwiliii^  toftt|)ea;  nor  can  I  im^tne 
that  any  part  of  the  oppc^tion  to  this  propofid  can  be  produced  hy 
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miwillingnefs  to  comply  with  his  Majefty's  demands,  and  to  promifr 
that  advice  and  affiftanca,  which  it  is  our  duty,  both  to  our  Sove* 
itign,  our  country,  and  ourfelves,  to  oiFer. 

That  thofe,  my  Lords,  who  have  cxprcfled  in  terms  fo  full  of  in* 
dignation  their  refentmcnt  of  the  imaginary  negleft  of  the  Queen 
.of  Hux^ary's  intereft,  have  declared  the  Houfeof  Auftria  the  only 
bulwark  ot  Europe,  and  exprefled  their  dread  of  the  encroachments 
of  France  with  emotions  which  nothing  but  real  pafllon  can  produce, 
ihouid  be  unwilling  to  aflert  thei^r  refolution  of  adhering  to  the 
Pragmatic  Sandion,  and  of  defending  the  liberties  of  th»  empire^  ' 
cannot  be  ftp^wfed. 

And  yet,  my  Lords,  what  other  reafons  of  their  condud  can  be 
afigned  either  by  the  emperor,  or  the  people,  or  the  allies  of  Bri- 
tain; thofe  allies  whofe  claim  they  fo  warmly  aflert,  and  whofe  me- 
rits they  fo  loudly  extol?  Will  it  not  be  ithagined  in  foreign  courts, 
that  die  meafures  now  recommended  by  the  emperor,  are  thought 
not  coafiftem  with  the  intereft  of  the  nation?  Will  it  not  be  readily 
bdieved,  that  we  propofe  to  abandon  thofe  defigns  of  which  we 
cannot  be  perfuaded  to  declare  our  approbation  ? 

What  will  be  the  confequence  of  fuch  an  opinion  artfully  propa- 
ga^  by  France,  and  confirmed  by  appearances  fo  likely  to  deceive, 
nay  eafily  be  forefeen,  and  lafely  prediSed.  The  French  will  pro- 
fccute  their  fchemes  with  fre(h  ardour,  when  they  dread  no  longer 
saymterruption  firom  the  only  nation  able  to  refift  them;  and  it  is 
veil  known,  my  Lords,  how  often  confidence,  by  exciting  courage, 
poduces  fucceis. 

Nor  indeed  can  the  fuccefs  of  their  endeavoun,  thus  animated  and  • 
^ttickened,  be  eafily  doubted,  fince  the  iame  appearances  that  en- 
courage them  will  intimidate  their  enemies.  Our  allies  will  then 
think  no  longer  of  union  againft  die  general  enemy ;  they  muft 
inug^ne  their  united  force  infufficient,  and  the  only  emulation 
tmongft  them  will  quickly  be,  which  iball  firft  offer  his  liberty  to 
Ue,  who  (hall  firft  pay  his  court  to  the  matters  of  the  world,  and 
merit  mercy  by  a  fpeedy  fubmii&on. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  will  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  that  Houfe  fo  (aith- 
M  to  Britain,  and  fo  fteady  in  its  oppofition  to  the  defigns  of  the 
French  ambition,  be  finally  funk  in  irrecoverable  ruin,  by^  thofe  who 
ippear  to  pleaie  themlelves  with  declamations  in  its  praife,  and  refo- 
lutioas  far  its  defence;  and  who  never  fpcak  of  &e  French  without 
^  and  defeftation. 

E3  If 
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If  on  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  wc  fliould  give  aijy  fufpicion  of 
unufual  difcontent,  what  could  be  concluded  but  that  wc  are  un- 
willing any  longer  to  embarrafs  ourfelvcs  with  remote  conllderatlons, 
to  load  this  natioij  with  taxes  for  the  prefcrvation  of  the  rights  of 
other  Sovereigns,  and  to  hazard  armies  in  the  defence  of  the  conti- 
nent? What  can  our  allies  think,  but  that  we  arc  at  prefent  weary 
of  the  burthenfome  and  cxpeufive  honour  of  holding  the  balance  of 
power  in  our  hands,  arc.  content  to  refign  the  unquiet  province  of 
the  arbiters  Cff  Europe,  and  propofe  to  confine  our  care  hencefor- 
ward to  ouf  immediate  intereft,  and  (but  up  ourfelves  in  our  own 
Iliand?  * 

.That  this  is  the  re^A  defign  of  any  of  thofe  noble  Lords  who  have 
oppofed  the  motion,  1  do  not  intend  to  innnuate ;  for  I  doubt  not 
but  they  believe  the  general  intereft  both  of  this  nation  and  its  allieS| 
moft  likely  to  be  promoted  by  the  method  of  Addrefs.  which  they 
jfecbmn[iend,  fince  tfiey  declare  that  they  do  pot  think  our  ftatc  def** 
perate,  and  cpnfcfs  the  importance  of  the  ?iffairs  on  which  wc  ar^ 
|-equired  by  his  A4ajefty  to  deliberate,  to  be  fuch,  that  nothing  oughf 
to  reprefs  our  endeavours  but  impoflibility  of  fuccefs. 

Such  is  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  thofe  noble  Lord$^  that 
the  hopes  which  I  bad  formed  of  feeing  the  deftru£live  attempts  of 
the  French  once  .more  defeated,  and  povvcf  rcftored  again  to  tba4 
cquipoife  which  is  ncceffary  to  the  continuance  of  tranquillity  and 
happinefs,  have  received  new  ftrength  from  their  concurrence,  aa4 
t  (hall  now  hear  with  lefs  folicitude  the  threats  of  France. 

That  the  French,  my  Lords,  are  not  invincible,  the  noble  Duke 
who  fpoke  laft  h^s  often  experienced ;  nor  is  there  any  reafpn  for 
imagining  that. they  are  noi^  more  formidable  than  when  we  .en- 
countered them  in  the  fields  of  Blenheim  and  Ramijltes.  Nothing 
xs  requifite  but  a  firm  unio(i  ^mong  thofe  princes  who  are  immedi- 
ately in  danger  frooi  their  er^croachments,  to  xeduce  them  to  with- 
draw their  forces  from  the  co^untries  of  their  neighbours,  and  quit^ 
|br  the  defence  of  their  own  territories,  their  fchemcs  of  beftowiug 
empires,  and  dividing  dominions. 

That  fuch  an  union  is  now  cultivated,  we  have  been  informed  by 
his  Majefty,  whofc  endeavours  will  probably  be  fucccfeful,  however 
they  may  at  firft  be  thwarted  and  obftru£ledj  bjecayiSe  the  near  ap« 
proacb  of  danger  will  roufc  thofe  whonj  avyicc  h;ais  ftupificd,  or 
|;eg\igence  intoxics^ted  -,  thv^  tcutb  sgid  rcafon  wiJLl  b$$op^e  ev«ry  d^ 

mofq 
*.  ♦ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A.  I74I.}  T   H  E      A   D   D   R   £"  S   S«  55 

more  powerful,  and  fophiftry  and  artifice  be  in  time  certainly  de- 
tt&ti. 

When  therefore,  my  Lords,  we  are  engaged  in  conrultations 
which  may  zSeEk  the  liberties  of  a  great  part  of  mankind,  and  by 
which  our  pofterity  to  many  ages  may  be  made  happy  or  mifer^ble ; 
when  the  daily  progrefs  of  the  enemies  of  juftice  and  of  freedom 
ought  to  awaken  us  to  vigilance  and  expedition,  and  there  are  yet 
juft  hopes  that  diligence  and  firmnefs  may  preferve  us  from  ruin, 
lee  us  not  waftc  our  time  in  uiineceflary  debates,  and  keep  the  na«* 
dons  of  Europe  in  fufpence  by  the  difcuffion  of  a  queftion,  che  deci- 
fion  of  which  may  be  delayed  for  years,  without  any  manifeft  in- 
convenience. Let  us  not  embarrafs  his  Majefty  by  an  unufual  forrtk 
of  Addrefs,  at  a  time  when  be  is  negotiating  alliances,  and  forming 
plans  for  the  refcbe  of  the  empire. 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  remote  from  the  real  end  of  Ad- 
drefies,  than  a  reprefentation  of  them  as  made  only  to  the  minifter ;  for 
if  there  be  any  commerce  between  a  prince  and  his  fubjedsj  in 
iHrich  he  is  the  immediate  agent,  if  his  perfonal  dignity  be  inte- 
leftcd  in  any  aft  of  government,  I  think  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  iit 
recctving  the  Addreffesof  the  two  Houfes,  he^flumes  a  peculiar  and 
fiftinft  chara£ler,  which  cannot  be  conFounded  with  his  counfel  or 
miniftry. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  rofe  again,  and  fpoke  to  this  effeft: 
•^My  Lords,  if  there  was  now  any  conteft  amongft  lis  fo^ 
Apriority  of  regard  to  his  Majefty,  of  xcal  for  his  honour,  -or  re- 
verence of  his  perfon,  I  Ihould  not  doubt  of  proving  that  no  Lord  iii 
this  Hooft  can  boaft  of  more  ardour,  fidelity,  or  refpecl  than-  my- 
f^i  and  if  the  chief  queftion  now  amongft  us  related  to  the  terms 
in  iriiich  be  defefves  to  be  addrefied  by  us,  I  ihould  be  unwilling 
that  any  man  fhould  propofe  language  more  fubmiffiva  and  reve- 
ls or 'more  forcible  and  comprehenfive  than  myfelf. 

But  Addrefies,  hov^ever  they  may  for  prefent  purpoies  be  repre- 
fcnted  as  regarding  the  perfonal  charafter  of  the  King,  are  in  reality 
aodung  more  than  replies  to  a  fpeech  compofed  by  the  minifter, 
whofe  meafiires,  if  we  (hould  appear  to  commend,  our  panegyric 
Aay,in  fome  future  proceeding,  be  cited  agalnft  us.  Every  Addreis 
fterefore  ought  us  be  confidered  as  a  public  record,  and  to  be  drawn 
«P)  to  ii^m  the  iiati6li,  not  to  miflead  our  Sovereign* 
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The  Addrefs  now  propored,  is  indeed  equally  indefenfibk  to  whom* 
foever  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  rehte.  If  it  refpefts  the  people,  it*caA 
only  drive  them  to  defptir}  if  it  be  confined  to  the  Sovereign,  our 
advice,  not  our  panegyric,  is.  now  required,  and  Europe  is  to  be 
preferv^d  from  ruin,  not  by  our  eloquence,  but  our  fincertty.  Re* 
fye€t  to  his  Majefty,  my  Lords,  will  be  beft  ihewn  by  preferving  his 
influence  in  other  nations,  and  his  authority  in  bis  owh  empire^ . 
This  can  only  be  done  by  (hewing  him  bow  the  one  has  been  jm<*> 
paired,  and  how  the  other  may  be  in  time  endangered. 

By  Addreiies  like  this  which  is  now  propofed,  my  Lords,  has  bis 
Majefty  been  betrayed  into  an  inadvertent  approbation  of  meafures 
pernicious  to  the  nation,  and  diflionourahle  to  himfelf,  and  will  now 
be  kept  ignorant  of  the  defpIcaUe  conduct  of  the  wa^  the  treacherous 
connivance  at  the  defcent  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the  dominions  of 
the  QjJieen  of  Hungary,  and  the  <^ontemp(  with  which  every  nation 
of  the  continent  has  heard  of  the  neutrality  lately  concluded.  By 
Addreiies  like  this,  my  Lords,  have  the  rights  of  the  nation  been 
filently  given  up,  and  the  invaders  of  liberty,  and  violators  of  our 
laws  preferved  from  profecMtion ;  by  fuch  Addrefies  have  oiir  Mo-r 
narchs  be^n  ruined  ^t  one  (imp,  aqd  our  country  enflaved  a( 
another,  •         , 

Lord  Harrinoton  (jpoke  next,  in  the  fdlowing  manner:  My 
Lords,  it  is  necelTary  to  explain  that  treaty  of  neutrality  which  has 
been  mentioned  by  fome  Lords  9$  ^n  ad  to  the  laft  degree  fiiame« 
ful,  an  a&  by  which  the  nauon  has  been  diibonoured,  and  the  genci 
ral  liberties  of  Europe  hs^ve  been  betrayed ;  a  reprefentation  fo  dif- 
tant  from  the  truth,  tftat  U  can  only  be  imputed  to  vfw%  of  infor-» 
ination, 

This  treaty  of  neutrality,  Q\y  Lrords,  is  fo  far  from  being  reproach* 
ful  tothis  nation,  tha^ithas  no  rekition  to  it,  being  made  by  his 
Majefty  not  in  the  charaAer  of  Emperor  of  Britain,  but  Elefior  of 
Hanover ;  nor  is  finy  thing  ilipulated  by  i(  but  fecurity  of  the  dorni* 
nions  of  Hanover,  from  the  invaflon  of  the  French  for  a  iingle  year. 

What  part  of  this  tranfadtion,  my  Lords,  can  be  fuppofed  to  fall 
vndef  tb^  cogni^nce  of  this  Afiembly  i  Or  with  wb^t  propriety  can 
it  be  inf  ntioncd  in  our  debfites,  or  produce  m  argument  on  either 
ftde  ?  That  the  dominions  of  Britain  ^nd  Hanover  are  diftindt  and 
Independent  oq  each  other,  has  often  been  aflerted,  and  aflerted  wit^ 
Wffhi  ^i  I  hope  thofc  who  fg  ftu^ipufly  fepar^  their  iatprcft  on 
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s!I  other  occafions,  mil  not  now  unite  them  only  to  refled  malU 
douily  on  the  condud  of  bis  Majefty. 

I  do  not  indeed  charge  any  Lord  with  a  deftgn  fo  malignant  and 
ir^dft;  having  already  aflerted  it  as  my. opinion,  that  thefc  reproaches 
vere  prodoced  only  by  ignorance  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  aftair,.but 
anoot  with  equal  readinefs  allow  that  ignorance  to  be  wholly 
Mamelefi. 

It  is  ncceflary,  my  Lords,  in  common  lifci  to  every  man  who 
would  avoid  contempt  and  ridicule,  to  refrain  from  fpeaking,  at  leaft 
from  ipeaking  with  confidence,  on  fubjedts  with  which  he  has  not 
made  himielf  fnficiendy  acquainted.  7'his  caution,  my  Lords,  is 
more  necdTary  when  his  difcourfe  tends  to  ihe  accufation  or  reproach 
of  another,  becaufe  he  can  then  only  efcape  contempt  himfelf  by 
kriflgiag  it,  perhaps  mijuftly,  on  him  whom  he  condemns.  It  is 
mors  oeceflary,  ftill  to  him  who  fpeaks  in  the  public  council  of  the 
nation,  and  who  may  by  falfe  refleftions  injure  the  public  intereft, 
and  is  yet  more  indifpenfably  required  in  him  who  alTumes  the  pro* 
vince  of  examining  the  condud  of  his  Sovereign. 

Lord  IsLAY  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows :  My  Lords,  it  appears 
dut  all  thofe  who  have  fpoke  on  either  fide  of  the  prefent  queftion, 
however  they  may  generally  difier  in  their  opinions,  agree  at  leaft  in 
one  aflertion,  that  the  time  which  is  fpent  in  this  debate  might  be 
bx  more  ufually  employed,  and  that  we  in  fome  degree  defert  the. 
gieatcaufe  of  liberty,  by  giving  way  to  trifling  altercations. 

This  indeed  is  an  argument  of  equal  force  for  a  conceflxon  on 
tidier  fi^e ;  but  as  in  afFairs  of  fuch  importance,  no  man  ought  to 
^  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  convi£lions  of  his  own  reafon^  it 
cannot  be  expe^ed  (hat  we  ibould  be  unanimous  in  our  ofnnion^  of 
that  the  difpute  (hould  be  determined  otherwife  than  by  the  vote* 

I  have  indeed  heard  no  arg^uments  againft  the  motion,  which  re-« 
<|tiire  long  coofideration ;  for  little  of  what  has  been  urged,  h9S  in 
ny  opinion  been  very  nearly  cpnnefied  with  the  queftion  before  us^ 
vhich  is  not  whether  the  minifters  have  purfued  or  negle£kd  the  in* 
>cieft  of  the  nation,  whether  ^e.  laws  have  been  violated  or  ob* 
farvod,  die  war  timoroufly  or  magnanimoully  conduced,  or  our  ne-» 
gotbtions  managed  with  dexterity  or  weakneft,  but  whether  Wt 
^  offer  to  his  Majefty  the  Addreft  propofed, 

la  diis  A4drels,  my  Lords,  it  has  never  yet  been  proved  that  anjf 
^^rtbos  are  contained  either  fyiU^  or  uncertain  in  themfelves,  of 

contrary 
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contrary  to  the  dignity  of  this  AflbnUy,  thlat  any  21&  of  cowardice 
or  treachery,  any  crime,  or  any  error  will  be  fecored  by  it  from  de» 
aedioa  and  from  puniihment. 

That  this,  my  Lords,  may  appear  more  plainly,  I  move  tbat.iihe 
jnotion  may  be  read  ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that  thequeftton  will,  by 
a  clofer  examination,  be  fpeedily  decided. 

[The  motion  being  again  read,  in  order  to  put  the  queilion,] 

Lord  Batuurst  fpoke  to  the  efFeS  Mlowing :  My  Lords,  I 
Jtiipw  not  why  the  noble  Lord  (bould  expe£^  that  by  reading  the  mo* 
tto^,  a  more  fpeedy  determination  of  the  quefliqn  would  be  produced; 
for  if  the  repeated  confideration  of  it  operates  upon  the  minds  of  the 
Lords  that  have  oppofed  it,  in  the  (ame  manner  a^  upon  mine,  it 
will -only  confirm  their  opinion,,  and  ftrengthca  their  rcfolutipn. 

We  are  required,  my  X^ords^  to  join  in  au  Addrefs  of  thanks  t(» 
bis  Majefty  for  his  endeavours  to  maintain  the  balance  of  power ;  in 
an  Addrefs,  that  implies  a  faUhood'  open  and  ihdifputable,  and  which 
will  therefore  only  make,  us  coucemptible  to  our  fdlIow-fubje£ts,  our 
allies,  and  our  enemies. 

.  What  is  meant,  my  Lords,  by  the  balance  of  power,  but  fuch  a 
diftribution  of  dominion,  as  may  keep  the  fovereign  powers  in  mu-* 
f  aal  dread  of  each  other,  and  by  confequence  pieferve  peace ;  iiich 
ao  equality  of  ftrength  between  one  prince*  or  One  confederacy  and 
another,  that  the  haaard  of  war  ihall  be.  nearly  equal  on  each  fide  I 
But  which  of  your  Lordfhips  will  affirm,,  that  this  is  tkow  the  fiata 
<^  Europe  i  ' 

It  is  evident,  my  Lords,  that  the  French  are  far  from  imagimng 
that  tber^  i^  now  any  power  which  can  be  put  in  the  balance  againft 
their  own,  and  therefore  diftribute  kingdoms  by  caprice,  and  exalt 
Emperors  upon  their  own  terms. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  continuance  of  the  badance  of  power  is  not 
now  to  be  perceiived  by  its  natural  confequences,  tranquillity  and 
liberty ;  the  whole  continent  is  now  in  confufion^  laid  wafte  by  the 
ravages  of  ahnies,  fubjeft  ta  erne  fovereign  to-day,  and  to-morro^ 
t&  another :  there  is  fcarcely  any  place  where  the  calamities  of  war 
are  riot  kit  or  eitpcSttdy  and  where  property  by  confeqaence  ia  noe 
vncertdin^  and  Ufe  itfelf  in  continual  datq^er^ 

One  happy  corner  of- die  world  irtdeed  is  to  be  found,  my  Lords^ 
bcavi  {torn  rapine  and  loaflacre,  fdr  6iib  year  at  leall,  by  a  well- 
timed  jseutra&jb  of  wbicb^  on  wkat  tenh9  itwas  obtained,  I  would 

gladly 
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jbdljr  hear,  ^d  whether  it.was  purgbaied  ^  ^e  eag^ffce  of  the 
iionour  of  Britaj^,  though  the  advantages  of  ic  axe.  confined  l» 
flacover. 

3ut  as  J  aqi  not  pf  opinion^  my  Londs,  that  the  balasice  of  power 
is  preferved  by  the  (ecurity  of  Hanover  ^  or  that  thpfe  terf  itocie^ 
^wever  in^portant,  will  be  able  to  furoiib  forces  cqiiivale^nt  io  the 
{ower  of  France^  I  cannot  agree  to  promife  in  an  AddreTs  of  this 
Hpuie  Xo  ai£il  His  A^jefty  in  maintain/ni  the  bidance  cf  power* 
6ough  I  ihall  chearfully  give  my  cgyp^urrenc^  in  every  juft  and 
Tigorous  ciFort  to  rffiorg  it. 

But  as  it  may  be  urged,  that  any  direft  expreflions  of  difcontent 
]pay  be  too  wide  a  deviation  from  the  common  form^,  wbich  for  a' 
long  time  have  admitted  nothing  but  <Mba>ii&on  ^nd  adiil{ition»  I  fliall 
only  venture  to  propoic,  that  we..n»«y«t  JLeaft  poutra^  our  Addrefs, 
ibatif  we  do  not  in  plain:  language  dec:lare  all  our  fentiments,  w^ 
may  howev^  ?#jrm  nothing  that  "V^^jdp  90!  think ;  and  I  am  confix 
4^nt,  that  all  the  graiies  which  ^n  \ft  juftly  beft^^ed  <>n  the  late 
loearures,  may  be  comprized  in  a*  vef y  few  -^oirds. 

It  has  been  infin^ated,  that  thi^  change  of  our  ftile  may  perbafU 
furprize  His  Majefty,  and  raife  ip  him  fome  fulpicipns  of  difcontent 
and  diiapprobatipa  f  that  it  may  ipclin^.bim  to  believe  his  meafcires, 
cidier  not  uD^erftood  by  us,  or  nqt  applauded,  and^  divert  him  ffpq^ 
bis  preibnt  fcheipi^.  by  the  nece$ty  of  an  enquiry  into  the  ^eafoos  of 
pur  ^ifii^e. 

And  for  what  other  purpofe,  my  Lords,  fbould  fuch  a. change  of 
our  flile  be  propofed  i  Why  (hould  we  deny  on  thi§  oceafipn  the 
epcomiaftic  langu^  which  has  been  of  late  fo  prpfufely  befto^fed, 
but  to  fhew  tha^  we  think  this  time  too  dangerous  for  flattery)  %ni 
)he  meafures  now  purfued  f^ich  as  iv)ne  but  the.  moil  abje6i  Aat^ren 
can  connxnend  i 

I  fl^ould  hfipe^  thaf  if  it  be  aiked  by  His  Majefty  to  what  caufe 
ft  is  to  be  joipqtBd,  that  the  Addrefe  of  this  Houfe  is  fo  much  con- 
(o^,  there  would  b^  fovmd  foin;^  amongft  us  boneft  enough  to 
^ver,  that  all  which  can  be  faid  wi$h  truth  is  contained  in  it,  and 
^  flattery  and  fal0iQod  were  not  coodfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
Lords  of  Britain^ 

I  hope,  my  WAi«  ftvne  one  amongft  us  would  <^laija  to  His 
t^efty  tlie  dc^Qi^y  ^  w^U  as  the  ptegrity..ofi  our  iCQndud,  and  ia« 
imi^ib»^m  Vv^  J)i4Md MH difwMcat.ia  the  wc&ic^BAd 

manner; 
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manner;  and  where  there  was  fuficient  room  for  the  loudeftcenfiire, 
have  latisfied  ourfelves  with  modeft  filence,  with  a  mere  negation  irf 
applaufe. 

Should  we,  my  Lords,  in  oppofition  to  the  complaints  of  our 
countrymen,  to  the  repreicritations  of  our  allies,  and  all  the  convic- 
tion which  our  reafon  can  admit,  or  our  lenfes  produce,  continue  to 
a£b  this  farce  of  approbation,  what  can  His  MLajefty  conceive,  but 
that  thofe  meafures  which  we  applaud,  ought  to  be  profecuted  as  the 
moft  eiFedual  and  fafe  i  And  what  confequence  but  total  ruin  can 
arife  from  the  profecution  of  meafures  by  which  we  are  already  re« 
duced  to  penury  and  contempt  ? 

Lord  Cholmondeley  fpokc  next  to  the  following  purpofc  :— 
My  Lords,  It  is  never  without  grief  and  wonder  that  I  hear  znf 
fufpicion  inimuated  of  injuftice  or  impropriety  in  HisMajefty's  nftea« 
lures,  of  whole  wifdom  and  goodnefs  I  have  fo  much  knowledg^^  as 
to  affirm  with  the  utmoft  confidence,  that  he  is  better  acquainted 
than  any  Lord  in  this  Aflembly  with  the  prefent  ftate  of  Eurc^  i  £> 
that  he  is  more  able  to  judge  by  what  methods  tranquillity  may  be 
re-eftablilhed ;  and  that  he  purfucs  the  beft  methods  widi  the  utmoft 
purity  of  intention,  and  the  moft  inceflant  diligence  and  application. 

That  the  jafteft  intentions  may  be  fometimcs  defeated^  and  the 
trifeft  endeavours  foil  of  fuccefi,  I  ihall  readily  grant}  but  it  will  not 
Ibllow,  that  we  ought  not  to  acknowledge  that  wifdom  and  incegritj 
which  is  exerted  in  the  profecution  ff  our  intereft,  or  that  we  ougfae 
not  to  be  grateful  for  the  benefits  which  were  fmcerely  mtendcd, 
though  not  a(9:ually  received. 

The  wifdom  of  His  Majeft/s  counfels,  my  Lords,  is  not  fuflfcU 
endy  admired,  becaufe  the  difficulties  which  he  has  to  encounter  are 
not  known,  or  not  obierved.  Upon  His  Majcfty,  myLords,  Ite» 
Ae  taflc  of  teaching  the  powers  of  the  continent  to  prefi^r  their  real 
to  their  feeming  intereft,  and  to  difregard  for  the  fake  of  diftantiiap* 
|Nne&,  immediate  acquifitions  and  certain  advantages.  His  Majeflj 
is  endeavouring  to  unite  in  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  San£&Mi 
thofe  powers  whole  dominions  will  be  enlarged  by  the  violation  of  it^ 
and  whom  France  bribes  to  her  intereft  with  the  fpoils  of  Auftria  i 
and  who  can  wonder  that  fuccels  is  not  ealy  in  attempts  like  this  f 

In  fuck  meafures  we  ought  doubtleft  to  endeavour  to  animate  his 
Majefty,  by  an  Addroit  at  leaft  not  left  expreffive  of  duty  and  reipeA 
than  thofe  whidi  he  has  bem  acQiftomod  to  rc^sivei  and  tberdbvt 

lihall 
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I  fliafl  concur  with  the  noble  Lords  who  made  and  fupported  the 
■otioo. 

[The  Queftions,  on  a  divifion,  pailed  in  die  affirmative.  Con* 
iriit  88.    Not  Content  43. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

DecimbiT  8>  I74X* 

DEBATE    ON    THE    ASSRESS. 

The  Qmm&ns  wIm  attended  in  the  Heufe  of  Lerds^  having  heard  his 
Ma^*s  Speech  U  heth  Heufes^  returned  te  their  ewn  Heufe^  where 
^^^tf^  heingjhis  day  read  to  them  hj  the  Speaker ^  Mr*  H.  A* 
Hbkbset  mevedfer  an  Addrefs^  in  werds  te  this  effect : 

SiBy  To  addreft  the  throne  on  the  pr efent  occafion,  is  a  cuftom 
nhidiy  as  it  is  founded  on  reaTon  and  decency,  has  always  been  6b- 
Cened  by  the  Commohs  of  Britain  ;  nor  do  I  fuiped  this  Houfe  of 
any  intention  to  omit  thofe  forms  of  refped  to  his  Majefty,  which  ' 
cur  anceftors  always  preferred  even  under  princes  whofe  conduA  and 
4k%ns  gave  them  no  claim  to  reverence  or  gratitude. 

To  continue  therefore.  Sir,  a  pradice  which  the  nature  of  govern* 
nent  itfelf  malces  neceflary,  and  which  cannot  but  be  acknowledged 
to  be  in  a  peculiar  degree,  proper  under  a  prince  whole  perfonal  vir- 
tKs  are  fo  generally  known,  I  hope  for  the  indulgence  of  this  Houfe 
in  the  liberty  which  I  (hall  take  of  propofing  an  Addreis  to  this 
cfta: 

That  we  fliould  beg  leave  to  congratulate  his  Majefty,  upon  his 
fafe  and  happy  return  to  thefe  his  kingdoms,  and  to  return  our  fincere 
Aaiiks  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne }  and  alTure  him 
at  die  Ginie  time,  that  with  hearts  full  of  duty  and  gratitude,  we 
cannot  but  acknowledge  his  Majeftj^s  regard  and  attention  to  the 
fconour  and  intereft  of  this  nation. 

To  obferve  that  the  great  and  impending  dangers  that  threaten 
Etrope,  under  the  prefcnt  critical  and  perplexed  iituation  of  affairs, 

have 
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fasKve  heccr  reprifented  by  his  Majctfy  tbfais  Parliament;  fer  dietr  ad- 
vice and  affiftance,  with  fuch  paternal  concern,  and  fach  aScdion  to 
his  pe£>ple^.fiidi  confidence  inliis  faidifiil  Commons,  and  fuch  anxiety 
for  the  general  good  of  Europe,  as  cannot  fiiil  to  excite  in  us  a  due' 
ienfe  of  his  Majeffy's  goodnefs  and  condefcenfion ;  and  therefore  to 
aSure  his  Majefty,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  that  this  Houle  will,  as 
often  as  thele  mometitoiis  affinrs  (hall  come  amier  tnir  confiderationy 
give  his  Majefty  fuch  advice,  as  becomes  dutiful  and  faithful  fubje£ls, 
and  fuch  ailiftance  and  fupport,  as  fhall  be  moft  conducive  to  the 
honour  and-  true  intereflof  his  crown- and  kingdoms. 

That  we  thank  his  Majefty  for  his  royal  care  in  profecuting  the 
war  with  Spain ;  and  that  In  order  to  anfwerthefe  neceflary  purpofcs, 
iR^  will  grant  fuch  effedlual  fupplies,  as  fliall  enable  his  Majefty,  not 
only  to  be  in'  a  readinefs  to  fupport  his  friends  and  allies,  at  fuch  times 
and  in  fuch  manner  as  the  exigency  and  circumftances  of  affairs  (hall 
require,  but  to  oppofe  and"  defeat  any  attempts  that  fliall  be  made 
againft  his  Majefty,  his  crown  and  kingdoms,  or  againft  thofe,  who 
being  equally  engaged  with  his  ^ajefty  by  the  &ith  of  treaties,  or 
united  by  common  intereft  and  common  danger,  fliall  be  willing  to 
concert  fuch  meafures,^s-fliall  be  foijind  neceflary  and  -expedient  for 
maintaining  the  balance  of  Europe. 

This  Addrefs,  which  in  my  opinion  will  contain  both  a  proper 
anfwer  to  his  Majefty's  Speech,  and  a  decent  declaration  of  our  giratU 
tude  and  duty,,  will  not  I  hope  be  opppfed.  For  furely  it  cannot  be 
charged  with  aflerting  any  thing  that  is. either  £|lfe  or  mean,  with* 
beftowing.  any,  unneceflary  panegyric,  or  with  maintaining  »ny  fa£l 
that  is  not  g^cncraUy  aUowcd. ., 

Mr.  Trevor  fecondcd  him  in  the  manner  following.    Sir,  As 
the  n^ceflity  of  an  Addrefs  to.  bis  Majefty  cannot  be  difputed^the 
only  queftion  on  this  occaiion  muft  be,  Wfaedier  the  Addrefs  now  - 
propofed  be  fuch  as  it  may  become  this  Houfe  to  offer  in  the  prefent 
coDJun£l;ure  of  affairs.  .  .... 

In  an  Addrefs,  Sir,  it  is  neceflary  to  prefcrvc  at  once  the  relpe£fc  ^ 
due  to  our  Sovereigq,  and  the  digqity  which  may  juftly  be  affum^d '  * 
by  the  reprefentat&ves  of  thape^k  of,  Britain,  a  people  who&  birdi'-- 
f^t  gives  them  a  >  claim  to  approach;  their  Sovereign,  not  indeed  *. 
without  the  utmoft  refped,'  but  witl^  language, -"wbich.ahfolute  dko- 
narchs  never  hear  /rom  th^tflaves  by  whom  thejc  are  iur^ounded. 
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.  This  refpcft  ^  dignity  appear  to  mc  to  be  .very  happily  unic^  11% 
;be  AdJ^efs  now  propofcd,  i^  which  w^  jpia  with  our  profe^ons  pi 
iatjy  our  offers  of  advice,  and  aifert  our  claim  to  the  dirediion  of, 
tbe  national  expences  by  our  promife  to  grant  the  neceilary  fupplie^. 

As  there  cannot  therefore  in  my  opinion^  Sir,  be  any  thing  added 
to  the  Addrefs  now  offered,  and  there  appears  to  me  no  neceifity  ofr 
any  alteration  or  omiffion,  I  fecond  the  motion. 

Lord  NoEi.  SouiKSET  fpoke  next  to  this  effe£l: — Sir»  Though? 
I  am  far  from  intei^ding  to  reprefs  by  fophiftical  cavils^  or  trifliag. 
obje(5lions,  the  zeal  which,  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  propofed# 
tbe  Addreis  has  fbcwn  for  promoting  the  public  bufioeft,  yet,  as  it 
is  vtry  inconf&ftent  with  the  duty  of  a  fenator  to  prefer  civility  tO: 
^uth,  and  to  facrifice  to  ceremony  or  complaifance  the  intereft  of 
his  country,  I  think  it  neceilary  to  declare  my  opinion,  that  thougb. 
t^e  Addrefs  propo/ed  may  admit  of  many  amendments,  which  I  leaver 
to  other  gentlemen  to  make,  I  think  the  addition  of  one  claufe  abib* 
lately  neceflary^  that  his  Maje{ly  may.  be  defired  not  to  engage  this» 
nation  in  a  war  for  the  prefervation  of  his  foreign  dominions ;  dp- 
minions  which,  as  they  are  in  themfelves  independent  on  the  crowA« 
of  Britain,  and  governed  by  different  lawsj  and  by  a  different  right, 
have  been  ieparated  by  an  exprefs  claufe  from  thefe  kingdoms,  in  the, 
act  to  which  his  Majefly  owes  his  title  to  the  .throne. 

This  requeft.  Sir,  is  at  this  time  particularly  expedient,  when  the. 
.  coQtiflCDt  is  in  confufion,  and  the  territories  of  Hanover,  are  en- 
dangered by  tbe  approach  of  the  French  forces,     BeiideSy  as  nothing 
is  more  ^tal  than  grpundlefs  expe&ations  of  aiSftance,  it  may  con« 
tribute  to  the  fafety  of  that  people,  to  fhew  them  that  they  are  to  de- 
ppod  upon  their  own  ftrength,  to  call,  their  forces  together,  to  fortify 
;  their  towas,  apd  guard  their  avenues  ^  and  that,  if  they  fit  indolent, 
I  apd  carcleis,  in  confidence  that  the, power  of  Britain  will  be  employed » 
I  i)  theif  dcfeiice,  they  will  only  give  their  enemies  an  eafy  conquefl^ . 
aadea^ve  thi^mfelves  and  their  poflerity  to  a  foreign  power  :  I  move.. 
thtttfore,  Thfit  |iis.  Majefly  be  petitbned  in  our  Addrefs,  not  to, 
e&gtg^  thcic  kingdoms- in  ,sl  war  for  the  preiervi^tiouof  his ioireign  * 
d^Bunions*.  ... 

Mr.  Shippen  rofe  and  fpoke  thus : — Sir,  I  know  not  with  what  1 
ii^xefs  I  may  aflerjt^  m-this  (pt^uxe,  pofitions,  for- which  I  have,  fof- 
mulj  been  ceaTured,  aijid  which  (ow  athejr  mambei^s  h^vci  bither];a  i 
maintained i  bujt.I  life  w|tt&  confidence  that  I  (hall  (jc.at  lead  ac«^: 
8  knowkdged 
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knowledged  to  ad  confi(tently  with'myrelf  in  fecondiAg  the  noble 
perfefi  who  fpoke  laft ;  and  I  am  convinced^  that  many  of  thofe  who 
differ  from  me  in  opinion^  would  gladly  be  able  to  boaft  of  re-> 
fembling  me  in  congruity  of  principles,  and  ftcadinefs  of  condu& 

But  fteadinefs.  Sir,  is  the  tffeSt  only  of  integrity,  and  eongfuitj 
Ae  confequence  of  convidion  :  he  diat  fpeaks  always  what  he  thinks, 
and  endeavours  by  diligent  enquiry  to  think  aright  before  he  ventures 
to  declare  his  fentiments ;  he  that  follows,  in  his  fearches,  no  leader 
but  reafon,  nor  expeSs  any  reward  from  them  but  the  a8  vantage  o{ 
difcovering  truth,  and  the  pleafure  of  communicating  it,  will  not 
cailiy  change  his  opinion,  becaufe  it  will  feldom  be  eafy  to  (hew 
that  he  who  has  honeftly  enquired  after  truth,  has  failed  to  attain  it. 

For  my  part,  I  am  not  afliamed  nor  afiraid  to  affirm,  that  thirty 
years  have  made  no  change  in  any  of  my  political  opinions ;  I  am 
now  grown  old  in  this  Houfe,  but  that  experience  which  is  the  con« 
fequence  of  age,  has  only  confirmed  the  principles  with  which  I  en« 
tered  it  many  years  ago ;  time  has  verified  the  predifHons  wfaidi 
I  formerly  uttered,  and  I  have  feen  my  conjeSures  ripened  into 
knowledge. 

I  ihould  be  therefore  without  excufe  if  either  terror  could  affirigh% 
or  the  hope  of  advantage  allure  me  from  the  declaration  of  my  .opi- 
nions i  opinions  which  I  was  not  deterred  from  aflerting,  when  the 
profpeft  of  a  longer  life  than  I  can  now  expeft  might  have  added  to 
the  temptations  of  ambition,  or  aggravated  the  terrors  of  poverty 
and  difgrace;  opinions  for  which  I  would  willingly  have  fuffered 
the  fevereft  cenfures,  even  when  I  had  efpoufed  them  only  in  com« 
pliance  with  reafon^  without  the  infallible  certainty  of  experience. 

Of  truth  It  has  been  always  obferved.  Sir,  that  every  day  add$  to 
its  eftablifliment,  and  that  fidfhoods,  however  (pecious,  however 
fupported  by  power,  or  eftabliihed  by  confederacies,  are  unable  to 
fiand  before  the  ftroke  of  time.  Againft  the  inconvenienctes  and 
vexations  of  long  life,  may  be  fet  the  pkafure  of  difcovering  tmtfa^ 
perhaps  the  only  pleafure  that  age  affords.  Nqr  is  it  a  flight  fiitls« 
faOion  to  a  man  not  utterty  infatuated  or  depraved,  to  find  opportu- 
nities of  redifying  his  aotionSy  and  regulating  bis  conduft  by  new 
lights* 

But  much  greater  is  the  happisefi  of  that  man  to  whom  erery  day 
brings  a  new  proof  of  the  reaionablenefs  of  his  former  determttui* 
tions,  and  who  finds,  by  the  moft  unerring  left,  that  his  life,  hat 
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kea  ^nt  in  promotion  of  dodrioes  beneficial  to  mankind*  Thi% 
Sir,  is  the  happioefs  which  I  now  enjoy,  and  for  which  thofe  who 
never  (hall  attain  it,  muft  look  for  an  equivalent  in  lucrative  em- 
plojmenta^  honorary  titles,  pompous  equipages^  and  fplendid  palaces. 

Thefe^  Sir,  are  the  advantages  which  are  to  be  gained  by  a  fea* 
fenable  variation  of  principles,  and  by  a  ready  compliance  with  the 
prevsuliog  fafhion  of  opinions ;  advantages  which  I  indeed  cannot 
envy  when  they  are  purchafed  at  fo  high  a  price,  but  of  which  age 
aod  obfervation  has  too  frequently  (hewn  me  the  unbounded  influence; 
and  to  which  I  cannot  deny  that  I  have  always  afcribed  the  inftability 
of  condud,  and  inconiiilencyof  ailertions,  which  I  have difcovered 
in  many  men,  whofe  abilities  I  have  no  reafon  to  depreciate,  and 
of  whom  I  cannot  but  believe  they  would  eafily  diftingui(h  truths 
were  not  falfhood  recommended  to  them  by  the  ornaments  of 
ivealtb. 

If  d)ere  are  in  this  new.fenate  any  men  devoted  to  their  private  in* 
tereft,  any  who  prefer  the  gratification  of  their  paffions  to  the  iafety 
and  happincis  of  the^r  country,  who  can  riot  without  remorfe  in  the 
pittnder  of  their  conftituents,  who  can  forged  the  angui(h  of  guilt  in 
the  ooife  of  a  feaft,  the  pomp  of  a  drawing-room^  or  the  arms  of  a 
firampett  and  think  expenfive  wickednefs  and  the  gaieties  of  f6lly 
eqaivilent  to  the  fair  fame  of  fidelity  and  the  peace  of  virtue,  to  them 
lihaU  fpeak  to  no  purpofc  ;  for  I  am  far  from  imagining  any  power 
ifl  m;  language  to  gain  thofe  to  truth  who  have  refigned  their  hearts 
lo  avarice  or  ambition,  or  to  prevail  upon  men  to  change  opinions* 
which  they  have  indeed  never  believed,  though  they  are  hired  to  aflert 
them.  There  is  a  degree  of  wickednefs  which  reproof  or  argument 
cannot  reclaim,  as  there  is  a  degree  of  ftupidity  which  inftrudion 
cannot  enlighten. 

If  my  country.  Sir,  has  been  fo  unfortunate  as  once  more,  to  com- 
mit her  intercft  to  thofe  who  propofe  to  the'mfelvcs  no  advantage 
from  their  truft,  but  that  of  felling  it,  I  may  perhaps  fall  once  more 
under  cenfure  for  declaring  my  opinion,  and  be  once  more  treated  as 
a  criminal  for  ailerting  what  they  who  puni(h  me  cannot  deny;  for 
maintaining  the.  inconfiftency  of  Hanover  maxims  with  the  happinefs 
of  this  nation,  and  for  preferving^  the  caution  which  was  fo  flrongly 
i&ulcated  by  the  patriots  tfiat  drew  up  the  Ad  of  Settlement,  and 
gfwc  the  prefent  Imperial  Family  their  title  to  the  Throne. 
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Thefe  men,  Sir,  whofe  vfKdom  cannot  be  difputed,  and  whole 
seal  for  his  Majefty*s  feroily  was  equal  to  ,thcir  knowledge,  thought 
it  rcquifite  t^  provide  feme  fecurity  againft  the  prejudices  of  birth 
and  education.  They  were  fer  from  imagining,  that  th^y  were 
calling  to  the  Throne  a  race  of  beings  exalted  above  the  frailties  of 
humanity,  or  exempted  by  any  peculiar  privileges  from  error  or  frooi 
Ignorance. 

They  knew  that  every  man  was  habitually,  if  not  naturally,  fond 
of  his  6wn  nation,  ^and  that  he  was  inclined  to  enrich  it  and  defend  it 
at  the  expcnce  of  another,  even,  perhaps^  of  that  to  which  he  is  in- 
debted for  much  higher  degrees  of  greatnefs,  wealth  and  power;  for 
every  thing  which  makes  one  ftate  of  life  preferable  to  another ;  and 
which  therefore,  if  rcafon  could  prevail  over  prejudice,  and  every 
adion  were  regulated  by  ftrict  juftice,  might  claim  more  regard  than 
that  corner  of  the  earth  in  which  he  only  happened  to  be  "born. 

They  knew*  Sir,  that  confidence  was  not  always  returned,  that 
we  mofl  willingly  truft  thofe  whom  we  have  longefl  known,  and 
Carefs  thofe  with  moft  fondnefs,  whofe  inclinations  we  find  by  ex- 
perience to  correfpond  with  our  own,  without  regard  to  particular 
circumflanccs  which  may  entitle  other*  to  greater  regard,  or  higher 
degrees  of  credit,  or  of  kindnefs.  '  , 

•  Againf^  thefe  prejudices  which  their  fagacity  enabled  them  to  fore- 
fee,  their  integrity  incited  them  to  fecure  us,  by  provifion&  which 
every  man  then  thought  equitable  and  wife,  becaufe  no  man  was  then 
hired  to  efpoufe  a  contrary  opinion. 

To  obviate  the  difpofition  which  a  foreign  race  of  princes  might* 
have  to  truft  their  original  fubjefts,  it'was  enaded  that  none  of  them 
fhould  be  capable  of  any  place  of  truft  or  profit  in  thefe  kingdoms. 
And  to  hinder  our  Monarchs  from  transferring  the  revenues  of 
Britain  to  Hanover,  and  enriching  it  with  the  commerce  of  our 
traders,  and  the  labours  of  our  hufbandmen ;  from  raifing  taxes  to 
augment  the  fplendour  of  a  petty  court,  and  increaifing  the  garrifons 
of  their  mountains  by  mifapplying  that  money  which  this  nation 
fhould  raife  for  its  own  defence,  it  was  provided  that  the  Emperor  of 
Britain  fhould  never  return  to  his  native  dominions,  but  refide  always 
in  this  kingdom,  without  any  other  care  than  that  of  gaining  the 
afieftions  of  his  Briti(h  fubjedts,  prcferving  their  rights,  and  incrcafih^ 
tbcir  power. 
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It  was  imagined  by  that  Senate  that  the  EleAorate  of  Hanover,  a 
fybordinate  dignity  held  by  cuftom  of  homage  to  a  gfiater  power, 
ought  to  be  thought  below  the  regard  of  the  Emperor  of  Britain,  and 
tfat  the  Sovereign  of  a  nation  like  this  ought  to  remember  a  lower 
ibte  enly  to  heighten  his  gratitude  to  the  people  by  whom  he  was 
aalted.  They  were  far  from  imagining  that  Britain  and  Hanover  - 
fould  in  time  be  confldered  as  of  equal  importance,  and  that  their 
Sovereign  would  divide  his  years  between  one  country  and  the  other^ 
and  pleafe  himfelf  with  exhibiting  in  Hanover  the  annual  fhow  of  the 
pomp  and  dignity  of  a  Britifh  Emperor. 

This  daufe.  Sir,  however,  a  later  fenate  readily  repealed ;  upon 
what  motives  I  am  not  able  to  declare,  having  never  heard  the  argu« 
fflcnts  which  prevailed  upon  their  predeceflbrs  to  tm&  it,  confuted  or 
invalidated  ;  nor  have  I  found  that  the  event  has  produced  anyjuftifi- 
fication  of  their  condu£{:,  or  that  the  nation  has  received  any  remark** 
able  advantage  from  the  travels  of  our  Emperors. 

There  is  another  claufe  in  that  important  ad  which  yet  the  Senate 
has  not  adventured  to  repeal,  by  which  it  is  provided,  that  this  nation 
Ihall  not  be  engaged  in  war  for  the  defence  of  the  Hanoverian  domi- 
nions ;  dominions  of  which  we  can  have  no  intereft  in  the  proteflioni 
or  preservation }  dominions  perhaps  of  no  great  value  into  whatever 
hands  chance  and  negligence  may  throw  them,  which  their  fituation 
has  made  entirely  ufelefs  to  a  naval  power ;  but  which,  though  they 
cannot  benefit,  may  injure  us,  by  diverting  the  attcntionof  our  So- 
vereign, or  withholding  his  afFe£lions. 

Whether  this  claufe.  Sir,  has  not  fometimcs  been  eluded,  whether 
the  fix  tfaoufandHeffians  which  we  once  fupported  were  of  ufe  to  any 
of  the  Britiih  dominions,  and  whether  a  double  number  of  the  fame 
nation,  now  paid, with  our  money  for  the  defence  of  the  Q^ieen  of 
Hungary,  have  not  been  ftationed  only  where  they  might  defend 
Hanover,  without  the  leaft  advantage  to  our  confederates,  whether 
the  nation  has  not  been  condemned  to  double  expences  in  the  fupport 
of  this  aHiance,  by  raifing  for  the  Queen's  fervice  troops  which  were 
only  employed  in  the  protection  of  Hanover,  and  then  in  fuccpuring 
her  with  pecuniary  fupplies,  it  is  perhaps  at  prefent  unnecellary^ 
though  I  hope  not  yet  too  late,  to  enquire. 

It  is  at  prefent  unneceflary,  becaufe  the  claufe  which  is  propofed 
>  cannot  be  denied  to  be  equally  proper,  whether  the  A£t  of  S^ttj^ment 
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has  bc«n  hitherto  obfcrvcd  or  violated  ;  for  the  violation  of  it  ought  to 
engage  us  in  fcme  mcafures  that  may  fecurc  tfs  for  this  future  from  the 
like  iryury ;  and  the  obfcrvation  of  it  is  a  roanifcfi  proof  how  much^ 
it  is  approved  by  all  parties,  fince  in  fo  many  deviations  from  this 
fcttlcmejit,  and  an  inconftancy  of  conduft  of  which  an  example  is 
fcarccly  to  be  found,  this  law  has  been  ?fteemcd  (acred,  the  bulwark 
of  bur  rights,  and  the  boundary  which  the  fovereign  power  has  not 
dared  to  overleap. 

As  his  Majcfty,  Sir,  has  in  a  very  folemn  maxiper  called  upon  us 
for  our  advice  and  afiiflance,  wiiat  can  be  more  prpper  than  to  lay 
before  him  our  opinion  on  this  important  qucftion  ?  War  is  next  to 
flavcry  one  of  the  greateft  calamities,  and  an  unneccffary  war  therefore 
thfc  greateft  error  of  government,  an  error  which  cannot  be  too. 
cautioufly  obviated,  or  too  fpeedily  reformed. 

If  we  confider,  Sir,  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  continent,  there  is 
nothing  more  provable  than  that  the  fubjcfts  of  the  Eleftor  of  Hano- 
ver may  folicit.the  affiftance  of  the  Emperor  of  Britain,  and  therefore 
It  is  neceflary  to  inform  them,  that  their  folicitations  will  be  vain. 
If  we  enquire  into  the  fufpicions  of  our  fellow-fubjeds,  we  fliall  find 
them  generally  difturbed  with  fears  that  they  fhall  be  facrificed  to  th^ 
fecurity  of  foreign  dominions,  and  therefore  it  is  neceflary  to  recall 
their  affcftion  to  his  Majefty  where  it  is  impaired,  and  confirjn  their 
confidence  where  it  has  been  hitherto  prcferved,  by  fhewibg  in  the 
moft  public  manner,  how  vainly  they  have  been  difquieted,  and  how 
grofsly  they  have  been  miftaken. 

It  is  certainly  our  duty,  Sir,  to  give  fuch  advice  as  may  moft  truly 
inform  his  Majefty  of  the  fcntiments  of  his  people,  and  moft  cffcftu- 
ally  eftablifli  in  the  people  an  adherence  to  his  Majefty^  as  it  is  cer- 
tain that  no  advice  will  be  feconded  by  greater  numbers  than  that 
which  is  propofed,  nor  can  his  M,ajefty  by  any  a£k  of  goodnefs  fo 
much  endear  his  government,  as  by  a  ready  promife  to  this  nation 
of  an  exemption  from  any  \yar  in  defence  of  Hanover. 

I  hope,  Sir,  it  will  not  be  objedled,  that  by  fuch  requeft  a  fufplcion 
will  be  infinuated  of  defigns  detrimental  to  the  Briti(h  nation,  and 
repugnant  to  the  conditions  on  which  his  Majefty  afcendcd  the 
Throne,  becaufe  an  objedtion  of  equal  force  may  rife  againft  any  ad- 
vice whatever  that  ihall  b.e  pfFcred  by  the  Senate. 

It  may  be  always  urged.  Sir,  that  to  recommend  any  meafurcs,  is 
to  fuppftfe  that  they' vfrould  not  have  been  fuggefted  to  his  Majefty  by 
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Us  own  Wifdom,  and  by  confcqucnce  that  he  is  dcfc6Hve  cither  in 
loowledge  or  in  goodne(s,  that  he  cither  miftakcs  or  neglefts  the  in- 
:  tcfeft  of  his  people.  '     * 

Thus,  Sir,  may  the  moft  laudable  conduft  be  charged  with  fedi- 
rion,  and  the  moft  awful  regard  be  accufcd  of  dl{refpe<^,  by  forced 
cohfequences,  and  exaggerated  language  j  thus  may  Senates  become 
ufelels,  left  they  (hould  appear  to  be  wifer  than  their  Sovereign,  and 
the  Sovereign  be  condemned  to  sl&.  only  by  the  information  of  fervile 
fflinifters,  becaule'no  public  advice  can  fafely  be  given  him. 

That  kings  muft  aft  upon  the  informatign  of  others,  that  they  cah 
Tfeelitde  with  their  own  eyes  through  the  mifts  which  flattery  is  con- 
tinually employed  in  raifing  before  them,  and  that  they  are  therefore 
moft  happy  who  have,  hy  the  conftitution  of  the  country  which  they 
govern,  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  opinions  of  their  people  with- 
out di%uife,  has  yet  never  been  denied  by  any  who  do  hot  feparats 
tile  intereft  of  the  King  from  that  of  the  people,  and  leave  mankind 
no  political  diftin£kion  but  that  of  tyrants  and  (laves. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  happinefs  of  the  Emperor  of  Britain  beyond  other 
monarchs,  an  advantage  by  which  hi^  itiay  be  always  enabled  to  con- 
template the  happy  and  fiourilhing  fiate  of  his  fubjcfts,  and  to  receive 
ihe  bleffings  and  acclamations  of  millions  that  owe  to  his  care  their 
%taldi  and  their  fecurity. 

Ofibis  advantage  he'cannot  be  deprived,  but  by  the  cowardice  or 
the  treachery  of  thofe  men  who  are  delegated  by  the  people,  a$  ,the- 
guardians  of  their  liberties ;  and  furely  it  requires  no  uncommon 
JKnetration  to  difcover,  that  no  aA  of  treafon  can  be  equal  in  malign 
nity  to  that  perfidy  which  deprives  the  King  of  the  affeflions  of  liis 
fubjeds,  by  concealing  from  him  their  fcntiments  and  petitions.  He 
diat  makes  his  Monarch  hated,  muft  undoubtedly  make  him  unhappy ; 
and  he  that  deftrovs  his  happinefs,  might  more  innocently  take  away 
his  life. 

To  exempt  myfclf  therefore  from  fuch  guilt,  to  difcharge  the  truft 
conferred  on  me  by  my  country,  and  to  perform  the  duty  which  I  owe 
to  my  King,  I  ftand  up  to  fecond  this  motion. 

Mr«  Gybbon  fpoke  next  to  the  following  purpofe  : — Sir,  as  it  is 
not  eafy  to  remember  all  the  parts  of  an  Addrefs  by  only  once  hearing 
it,  and  hearing  it  in  a  form  different  from  that  in  which  it  is  to  be 
prdented,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  a  more  accurate  consideration  of  it, 
that  it  ihould  be  read  diftin^y  to  the  Houfc.  ,  We  may  other  wife 
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vafte  our  time  in  debates,  to  which  only  our  own  forgetfu|ne($  gives 
occaiion  j  we  may  raife  obje£lions  without  reafbn,  andpropofe  amende 
nents  where  there  is  no  defed. 

fThc  Addrefs  was  accordingly  read,  and  Mr.  Gybbon  proceeded.} 

Having  now  heard  the  Addrefs,  I  find  by  experience  the  propriety 
of  my  propofal,  having  remarked  a  claufe,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
necellary  to  be  amended,  and  which  I  had  not  obferved  when  it  was 
repeated  before. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  Speeches  from  the  Throne,  though 
pronounced  by  the  King,  are  always  confidered  as  the  compofidons 
of  the  miniftry,  upon  whom  any  h]k  afTercions  would  be  charged,  as 
the  informers  and  counfellors  of  the  Crown. 

It  is  well  known,  likewifc,  that  whenever  this  Houfe  returns 
Thanks  to  the  King  for  any  meafures  that  have  been  purfued,  thofe 
mcafurcs  are  fuppofed  to  be  approved  by  them  j  and  that  approbation 
may  be  pleaded  by  the  miniftcr  in  his  defence,  whenever  he  fliall  be 
required  to  anfwer  for  the  event  of  his  counfels. 

It  is  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  extremely  unreafonable  to  propofc, 
that  Thanks  Jhifuld  be  returned  to  bis  Majejly  for  his  royal  care  in  profit 
aiting  the  war  againjl  Spain  ;  for  what  has  been  the  confequence  of 
that  care,  for  which  our  Thanks  are  to  be  with  fo  much  folemnity 
returned,  but  defeats,  difgrace  and  lofles,  the  ruin  of  our  merchants, 
the  imprifonment  of  our  failors,  idle  fhows  cf  armaments,  and  uft- 
Icfs  expences  ? 

What  are  the  events  which  are  to  be  recorded  in  an  impartial  ac- 
count of  this  war  j  a  war  provoked  by  fo  long  a  train  of  infults  and 
injuries,  and  carried  on  with  fo  apparent  an  inequality  of  forces? 
Have  we  deftroyed  the  fleets  of  our  enemies,  fired  their  towns,  and 
laid  their  foftrefles  in  ruins  i  Have  we  conquered  their  colonies,  and 
plundered  their  cities,  and  reduced  them  to  a  ncceffity  of  receding 
from  their  unjuft  claims,  and  repaying  the  plunder  of  our  merchants? 
Are  their  Ambafiadors  n©w  foliciting  peace  at  the  Court  of  Britain, 
or  applying  to  the  neighbouring, Princes  to  moderate  the  refcntraent 
of  their  viftorious  enemies  ? 

I  am  afraid  that  the  effe£b  of  our  preparations,  however  formidable, 
are  very  different ;  they  have  only  raifed  difcontcnt  among  our  coun- 
trymen, and  contempt  among  our  enemies.  We  have  (hewn  that 
we  are  ftrcng  indeed,  but  that  our  force  is  made  iijefFeftual  by  our 
cowardice  ;  that  when  we  threaten  moft  loudly,  we  psribrm  nothing; 
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dat  we  draw  our  fwords  but  to  brandifb  them,  and  only  wait  an  op^ 
poftunity  to  iheath  them  in  fuch  a  ^anner^  as  not  plainly  to  coafeil 
dut  we  dare  not  ftrike. 

If  we  confider,  therefore,  what  tScA  our  thanks  for  conduct  likt 
this  muft  naturally  produce,  it  will  appear  that  they  can  only  encou^ 
rage  our  enemies,  and  difpixit  pur  feUow-fubjeSs.  It  will  be  ima* 
gined  that  the  Spaniards  are  a  powerful  nation,  which  it  was  the 
bighcft  degree  of  temerity  to  attack  -,  a  nation  by  whom  it  is  honour 
(ufficient  not  to  be  overcome,  and  from  whom  we  cannot  be  de* 
(ended  without  the  moft  vigil^t  caution,  and  the  moil  extenfiva 
knowledge  both  pf  politics  and  war. 

It  will  readily  Vc  perceived  by  the  proud  Spaniards,  that  it  is  only 
qeccfikry  to  profecute  their  views  a  little  longer,  %o  intimidate  us 
wich  new  demands,  and  amufe  us  with  new  preparations ;  and  that 
ve,  who  are  always  iatisfied  with  our  fuccefs,  (hall  foon  be  vreary  of 
a  war  from  which  it  is  plain  that  we  never  expe£bed  any  advantage, 
aiid  therefore  (hall  in  a  ihort  time  willingly  receive  fuch  terms  as 
our  conquerors  will  grant  us* 

It  is  always  to  be  remembered  hpw  much  all  human  affairs  depend 
npoo  opinion,  how  often  reputation  fupplies  the  want  of  real  power, 
Hy  making  thofe  afraid  who  cannot  lie  hurt,  and  by  producing  conf» 
fidence  where  there  is  no  fuperiority.  The  opinion  of  which  the 
fenate  ought  to  endeavour  the  promotion,  is  confidence  in  their  ftea-* 
dioefi,  honefty,  and  wifdom*  Confidence  which  will  not  be  much 
advanced  by  kn  Addrefs  of  Thanks  for  the  conduct  of  the  wsr 
a^ainft  Spain. 

How  juftly  may  it  be  afked,  when  this  Addrefs  is  fpread  over  the 
world,  what  were  the  views  with  which  the  fenate  of  Britain  peti* 
tioned  their  Sovereign  to  declare  war  againft  Spain. 

If  cheir  dcfign  was,  as  they  then  affcrted,  to  procur^e  fecurity  for 
the  commerce  of  America,  and  reparation  for  the  injuries  whict^ 
Aetr  merchants  bad  received,  by  what  fiudluation  of  counfels,  by 
what  prevalence  of  neyv  opinions  have  they  now  aba^ndoued  it  ?  For 
duit  they  haye  no  longer  the  fam^  intentions,  that  they  npwno  more 
either  propofe  fecurity,  or  demand  recompence,  is  evident  i  fince 
though  they  have  obtained  neither,^  yet  arc  they  thankful  for  the  con- 
iuSt  of  d)e  waff 

To  what  can  this  apparent  inftjibility  be^putcd,  but  to  the 
want  either  of  wifdom  to  balance  their  own  power  wi(h  that  of 
tfKir  coeoiies^  and  dilcem  the  true  intereft  of  their  country,  or  to 
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a  Qiean  compliance  with  the  clamours  of  the  people,  to  whom  thejf 
durft  not  rcfufe  the  appearance  of  a  war,  though  they  had  no  expec* 
tation  of  honour  or  fuccefe  ? 

But  in  far  other  terms^  Sir,  will  the  Spaniards  fpcak  of  the  A<I- 
ircfs  which  H  noW  propofcd.  "  Behold,  fay  our  boafting  enemies, 
die  fpirit  and  wifdom  of  that  Aflcmbly,  whofe  counfels  hold  the 
cbiltinent  in  fufpence,  and  whofe  determinations  change  the  fate  of 
kingdoms  ;  whofe  vote  transfers  fovcrcignty,  covers  the  ocean  with 
Jeets,  prefer ibes  the  operation  of  diftantwars,  and  fixes  the  balance 
ef  the  world*  Behold  them  amufed  with  idle  preparations,  levying 
money  for  mockeries  of  war,  and  returning  thanks  for  the  pleafure 
of  the  (how.  Behold  them  looking*  with  wonderful  tranquillity  on 
the  lofs  of  a  great  number  of  their  fhlps,  which  have  been  feized 
•pon  their  own  coafts  by  our  privateers,  and  congratulating  them- 
felves  and  their-  monarch  that  any  have  been  pre(erved.  How  great 
would  have  been 'the  exultation,  and  how  loud  the  applaufes^  had 
ibe^  fucceeded  in  any  of  their  defigns ;  had  they  obftrufled  the  de- 
parture of  our  fleets,  or  hindered  our  defcent  upon  the  dominions  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  had  they  confined  our  privateers  in  our 
harbours,  defeated  any  of  our  troops,  or  over-run  any  qf  our  colo- 
nies? In  what  terms. would  they  have  exprefled  their  gratitude  for 
Viclory,  who  are  thus  thankful  for  difappojntments  and  difgrace  f  *'  . 

Such,  Sir,  muft  be  the  remarks  of  our  enemies  upon  an  Addrels 
like  tliat  which  is  now  propofcd  5  remarks  which  we  and  our  allies 
muft  be  condemned  to  hear,  without  attempting  a  reply.  For  what 
can  be  urged  to  extenuate  the  ridicule  of  returning  thanks  where  we 
ought  either  to  exprefs  refentment,  offer  confolations,  and  propofe 
'the  means  of  better  fucccfs,  or  cover  our  grief  and  fliame  with  per- 
petual filence  7 

When  it  ftiall  be  told  in  foreign  nations,  that  the  Senate  of  Bri- 
tain had  returned  thanks  for  the  efcape  of  the  Spaniards  from  Fer« 
rol)  their  uninterrupted  expedition  to  Italy,  the  embarraffment  of  their 
own  trade,  the  captivity  of  their  failors,  and  the  deftruftion  of  their 
troops,  what  can  they  conclude,  but  that  the  Senate  of  Britain  is 
a-collefiion  of  madmen,  whom  madmen  have  deputed  to  tranfadl  the 
piiblick  affiiirs  I  And  what  muft  be  the  influence  of  fuch  a  people, 
and  fuch  a  Senate,  will  be  eafdy  conceived . 

If  I  have  given  v/ay.  Sir,  in  thefc  obfcrvations,  to  any  wanton 

hyperbole,  or  exaggerated  aficrtions,  they  will,  I  hope,  be  pardoned 

by  thofc  who  (hall  rcfleft  upon  the  real  abfurdity  of  the  propofal 
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fhidi  I  am  endeavouring  to  (hevr  in  iu  true  ftate,  and  by  all  MpIi9 
ftall  confider,  that  to  return  thanks  for  the  Hianfigftoient  of  th« 
var,  is  to  retiurn  thanks  for  the  carnage,  of  Carthage^a^  for  tbfi  tmd 
^  our  merchants,  for  the  lofs  of  our  rqputau^>  and  for  the  ekalta- 
tion  of  the  family  of  Bourbon. 

I  hope  no  man  will  be  fo  unjuft,  or  can  be  fo  ignorakit»  as  to  in«» 
(uiaate  or  believe,  that  I  impute  any  part  of  our  miicar rtages  to  the 
perfonal  condud  of  his  Majefty,  oj:  that  I  think  bis  Majefty's  con« 
cem  for  the  profperity  of  his  people  unworthy  of  the  warmeft  and 
finccreft  gratitude.  If  the  Addrefs  were  confined  to  the  infpedioQ, 
of  our  Sovereign  alone,  I  fhould  b^  very  fat  from  €^n(uring  or  ridi- 
culing iti  for  his  Majefty  has  not  the  event  of  war  in  bis  powert 
nor  can  confer  upon  his  minifters  or  generals  that  knowledge  which 
they  have  negl^ded  to  acquire,  or  that  capacity  which  natitre  has 
denied  them.  He  may  perform  more  dian  we  have  a  rigiit  to  ex- 
ped,  and  yet  be  unluccefsful ;  he  may  deferve  the  utmqft  gratitude^ 
even  when,  by  the  mifcondu<^  of  his  £ecvants,  the  nation  is  diftreiled. 

But,  Sir,  in  drawing  up  an  Addrefs,  we  (hould  remember  that  .we 
are  declaring  our  fentiments  not  only  to  bis  Maje(ly,  but  to  all  Eu- 
rope ;  to  our  allies,  our  enemies,  aod  oar  pofterity ;  that  this  Ad- 
dtefe  will  be  underftood,  like  all  others  j  that  thanks  offered  in  this 
manner,  by  cuftom,  llgnify  approbation^  and  that  therefore  we  muft 
at  prefent  reprefs  our  gratitude,  becaufe  it  can  only  bring  into  con- 
tempt our  Sovereign  and  ourfelves. 

Sir  Robert  Wai.polb  fpoke  next  tp  this  effed:  Sir,  I  am  very 
bx  from  thinking  that  the  war  againft  Spain  has  been  fo  unfucceft- 
lul  as  (bme  gentlemen  have  reprefented  it  \  that  the  lofles  which  we 
have  fttfiered  have  been  more  frequent  than  we  had  reafon  to  expeA 
^om  the  fituation  of  our  enemies,  and  the  courfe  of  our  trade ;  or 
our  defeats,  fuch  as  the  common  chance  of  war  does  not  often  pro- 
duce, even  when  the  inet^uality  of  the  contending  powers* is  incon- 
teftable,  and  the  ultimate  event  as  near  to  ceruinty,  as  the  nature  of 
human  afiairs  ever  can  admit. 

Nor  am.  I  convinced.  Sir,  even  though  it  (hould  be  allowed  that ' 
no  exaggeration  had  been  made  of  our  mifcarriage^,  riiat  the  impro- 
priety of  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  his  regal  care  in 
the  management  of  the  war,  is  grofs  or  flagrant.  For  if  it  be  al-* 
Icmed  that  his  Majefty  may  be  innocent  of  all  the  mifcondu£l  that 
\as  produced  our  defeats,  that  he  may  have  formed  ftbemes  wifely, 

which 
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which  were  unfl)ilfully  profecuted ;  that  even  valour  and  knowledge 
concurring,  will  not  always  obtain  fuccefs ;  and  that  therefore  fome 
loAes  may  be  fuiFered,  and  fome  defeats  received,  though  not  only 
bis  Majefty  gave  the  wifeft  direftion,  but  his  officers  executed  them 
with  the  utmoft  diligence  and  fidelity ;  how  will  it  appear  from  our 
ill  fuccefs,  that  our  Sovereign  does  not  deferve  our  gratitude  ?  And 
if  it  ihall  appear  to  us  that  our  thanks  are  merited,  who  (ball  reftrain 
us  from  offering  them  in  the  mofl  publick  and  folemn  manner  i 

For  my  part,  I  think  no  confideration  worthy  of  regard  in  com- 
petition With  truth  and  jufttce,  and  therefore  fhall  never  forbear  any 
expreffion  of  duty  to  my  Sovereign,  for  fear  of  the  ridicule  of  our 
fecret,  or  the  reproaches  of  our  publick  enemies. 

With  regard  to  the  Addrefe  under  our  confideration,  if  it  be  al- 
lowed either  that  we  have:  not  been  unfuccefsFul  in  any  opprobrious 
degree,  or  that  ill  fuccefs  does  not  necefTarily  imply  any  defed  in  the 
condud  of  his  Majefty,  or  debar  us  from  the  right  of  acknowledging 
his  goodncfs'  and  his  wifdom,!  think.  Sir,  no  obje^ion  can  be  made 
to  the  form  of  expreffion  now  propofed,  in  which  all  founding  and 
pompous  language,  all  declamatory  exaggeration,  and  ftudied  figures 
of  fpeech,  all  -appearance  of  exultation,  and  all  the  farce  of  rheto- 
rick  are  carefully  avoided,  and  nothing  inferted  that  maydifgufl  thp 
moft  delicate,  or  raife  fcruples  in  the  moft  fincere. 

Yet,  Sir,  that  we  may  not  waile  our  time  upon  trivial  difputes,  when 
the  nation  cxpeds  relief  from  our  coqnfels,  that  we  may  not  fulpend 
the  profecution  of  the  war  by  complaints  of  paft  defeats,  or  retard 
that  affiftance  and  advice  which  our  Sovereign  demands,  by  en- 
quiring whether  it  may  be  more  proper  to  thank,  or  to  counfel  him, 
I  am  willing,  for  the  fake  of  unanimity,  that^  this  claufe  fiiould  be 
omitted ;  and  hope  that  no  other  part  of  the  Addrefs  can  give*  any 
opportunity  for  criticifm,  or  for  objedion^. 

•  Mr.  PuLTENEY  fpoke  next,  in  the  manner  following :— Sir,  it  is 
ho  wonder  that  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  willingly  confent^ 
to  the  omiffion  of  this  claufe,  which  could  be  iiiferted  for  no  other 
parpofe  than  that  he  might  (acrifice  it  to  the  refentment  which  it  muft 
naturally  produce,  and  by  an  appearance  of  modefty  and  compliance^ 
paft  eafily  through  the  firft  day,  and  obviate  any  fevere  enquiries  that 
might  be  defigned. 

He  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the  opinion  of  niany  whom  the 
nation  has  chofen  to  reprefent  them,  and  with  the  uniyerfal  da-  ' 
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jDours  of  the  people,  too  accurately  iofonxied  of  the  fiate  of  our  ene- 
mies, and  too  confcious  how  much  bis  fecret  machinations  have  bin^- 
deied  our  fuccels,  to  expeS  or  hope  that  we  fhould  meet  here  to  re- 
turn thanks  for  the  management  of  the  war ;  of  a  war  in  which 
nothing  has  been  attempted  by  his  direction  that  was  likely  to  fiic- 
ceed,  and,  in  which  00  advantage  has  been  gained,  but  by  afiing 
without  orders,  and  againft  bis  hopes. 

That  I  do  not  charge  him.  Sir,  without  reafon,  or  invent  accu*> 
iatioos  only  to  obftru£l  his  meafures,  or  to  gratify  my  own  refent- 
ment  -,  that  I  do  not  eagerly  catch  flyijig  calumnies,  prolong  the 
date  of  cafual  reproaches,  encourage  the  malignity  of  the  envious,  or 
adopt  the  fufpicions  of  the  melancholy  -,  that  I  do  not  impofe  upoft 
mjfdf  by  a  warm  imagination,  and  endeavour  to  communicate  to 
others  impreffions  which  I  have  only  received  my{eif  from  prejudice 
and  malignity,  will  be  proved  from,  the  review  of  his  conduA  fince 
the  beginning  of  our  difpute  with  Spain,  in  which  it  will  be  found 
that  he  has  been  guilty  not  of  Angle  errors,  but  <>f  dieliberate  trea- 
fbery  s  that  he  has  always  co*operatcd  with  our  enemies,  and  (acri- 
ficed  to  bis  private  intercft  the  happinefs  and  the  honour  of  the  BxU  • 
tifli  nation. 

How  long  our  merchants  were  plundered,  our  fiiilors  enflaved, 
and  our  colonies  intimidated  without  reientment  i  bow  long  the  Spa- 
nards  ufurped  the  dominion  of  the  feas,  fearched  our  ihip^  at  plea- 
iin^  confifcated  the  cargoes  without  controul,  and  tortured  our 
frUow-fubje^s  with  impunity,  cannot  but  be  remembered*  Not 
only  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  but  every,  man  in  the  nation, 
however  indolent,  ignorant,  or  obfcure,  can  tell  what  barbarities 
were  exercifed,  what  ravages  were  committed,  what  complaints  were 
made,  and  bow  they  were  received.  It  is  univerfally  known  that 
diis  Gentleman,  and  thofe  whom  he  has  feduced  by  penfions  and 
em(doyments,  treated  the  lamentations  of  ruined  families,  and  the 
outcries  of  tortured  Britons,  as  the  clamours  of  fcdition,  and  the, 
murmurs  of  malignity  fuborjied  to  inflame  the  people,  and  embarra& 
the  government. 

It  is  known.  Sir,  that  our  lolles  were  at  one  time  ridiculed  as* 
below  the  confideration  of  the  legiflature,  and  the  diftreis  of  the  mofl: 
ufefid  and  honeft  part  of  mankind  was  made  the  fubjeS  of  merri- 
ment and  laughter ;  the  auk  ward  wit  of  all  the  hirelings  of  the  town 
was  exerted  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  publick,  and  all  their  art 
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was  employtd  to  introdttce  odier  fubjeds  into  converfadon»  or  tt 
fiill  the  Compliinis  which  they  heard  with  a  timely  jeft. 

Bat  their  wit  was  not  more  faccefsful  on  this^,  than  on  other  occa- 
lions ;  their  hnagiaations  were  foon  exhaufled,  and  diey  found  as  art 
other  times,  that  they  mnft  have  reco<irfe  tto  new  expedients.  Thb 
£rft  artifice  of  (hallow  couitiersas  to  elude  vriA  promifes  tbofe  com* 
plaints  which  they  cannot  confute  a  pradice  that  requires  no  un- 
derftandtng  or  knowledge^  and  therefore  has  been  generally  followed 
by  die  admiiriftration.  lliis  artifice  they  quickly  made  ole  of, 
when  they  found  that  neiAer  the  merchants  nor  tb^  natron  were  to 
be  iilenced  by  an  aftefiation.  of  negligence,  or  the  falliesof  mirth '; 
that  it  was  no  longer  iiiift  to  jeft  upon  the  miftries  of  their  country^ 
men,  the  deflrudion  of  our  trade,  and  the  violation  of  our  tighter, 
diey  condefcended  therefore  to  fome  appeafraiitis^'of  compaffion,  and 
promifed  to  exert  all  their  influence  to  pnKrure  redrefs  and 
lecurity. 

That  they  might  not  appear.  Sir,  to  haVe  made  this  promiie  only 
to  free  tfaemftlves  JFrom  prefent  importunity,  they  fet  negotiations  oil 
foot,  difpatcked  memorials,  remonftrahces,  propc^itions,  and  com^ 
putaiions,  and  with  an  air  of  gravity  and  importance,  afiemUed  at 
proper  times  to  perufc  the  intelligence  which  they  received,  and  to 
concert  new  inftrudions  for  their  minifters. 

While  this  farce  was  afled,  Sir,  innumerable  artifices  were  madd 
vfe  of  to  reconcile  the  nation  to  fufpcncc  and  delay.  Sometimes  the 
diftance  of  the  Spanifli  dominions  in  America,  retarded  the  deciiion 
(of  our  claims*  Sometimes  the  dilatory  difpofition  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  the  eftablifiied  methods^of  their  courts,  made  it  impofiible  to 
procure  a  more  fpeedy  determination.  Sometimes  brders  were  dif- 
patched  to  America  in  favour  of  our  trade,  and  fometimes  thofe 
orders  were  negledted  by  the  captains  of  the  Spanifh  fhips,  and  tlie 
governors  of  their  provinces ;  and  when  it  was  enquired  why  thole 
captains  and  governors  were  not  punifhed  or  recalled,  "we  were 
treated  with  contempt  for  not  knowing  what  had  been  fo  lately  told 
us  of  the  dilatory  proceedings  of  the  Spanifli  courts. 

In  the  mean  time  our  merchants  were  plundered,  and  ouV  failors 
thrown  into  dungeons ;  our  flag  was^  infulted,  and  our  navigation 
reftrained,  by  men  ading  under  the  commiiSoiiof  the  King  of 
Spaing  we  perceived  noefiedt  of  our  negotiations  but  the  expence, 
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nd  our  enemies  not  only  infifted  oq  difiir  former  chains^  but  profe- 
Ottd  them  with  die  utmoft  rigour,  infolence,  and  cruelty*  ' 

It  ffloft  indeed.  Sir,  be  urged  in  favour  of  our  minifter,  that  he 
id  not  refufe  any  a&  of  fubmiffion^  or  omit  any  method  of  fupfdi* 
cation  by  which  he  nfiight  hope  to  foften  the  Spaniards ;  he  iblicited 
ibeix  fiurour  at  their  own  court,  he  lent  commiilaries  into  their 
coontry,  he  affifted  them  in  taking  poflKffion  of  dominions,  to  whick 
iidther  we  nor  they  have  proved  a  right  -,  and  he  employed  the  navies 
of  Bdtain  to  tranlport  into  Italy  the  Prince  on  whom  the  new 
atSed  kingdom  was  to  be  conferred. 

Wdl  might  he  exped  '.hat  the  Spaniards  would  be  foftened  by  fo 
macb  kiodnels  and  forbearance,  and  that  gratitude  would  at  length 
injace  them  to  fpare  thofe  whom  no  injuries  or  contempt  had  been 
lUe  to  alienate  from  them,  and  to  allow  tkoTe  a  free  cowfe  through 
the  feas  of  America,  to  whom  they  had  been  indebted  for  an  unin* 
tdrppted  paflage  to  the  pofleffion  of  a  kingdom* 

He  might  likewife  urge,.  Sir,  that  when  he  was  obliged  to  make 
ifar  i^on  them,  he  was  fo  tender  of  their  intereft,  diat  the  Britifli 
admiral  was  fent  out  with  orders  rather  to  deftroy  his  own  fleet  than 
tbegaDconS)  which  in  appearance  he  was  fent  to  take,  and  to  perifli 
by  the  indeo[)ency  of  the  climate,  rather  than  enter  the  Spanifli  ports» 
tanfy  their  colonies,  or  plunder  their  towns. 

But  to  little  purpofe.  Sir,  did  our  minifter  implore  the  compaflion. 
of  die  Spaniards,  and  reprefent  the  benefits  by  which  we  might 
daim  it;  for  bis  compliance  was  by  the  fubtle  Spaniards  attributed 
M  tokindneft,  but  to  fear;  and.it  was  therefore  determined  to  le. 
dooe  him  to  abfohite  flavery,  by  the  (ame  praAices  which  had  already 
bsk  him  to  fo  abjed  a  i^ate. 

They  therefore  treated  our  remonftrances  with  contempt,  conti^ 
aned  their  infolence  and  their  oppreifions,  and  while  our  agent  was 
tnagiDg  at  their  court  with  frefli  inftru£lions  in  his  hand,  while  he 
was  hurrying  with  bofy  looks  frgm  one  grandee  to  another,  and  per*' 
^pl  difinifled  without  an  audience  one  day,  and  fent  back  in  the 
naUt  of  his  harangue  on  another,  the  guardfliips  of  the  Spaniards 
continued  their  havock,  oUr  merchants  were  ruined,  and  our  failors 
Uvtaied. 

At  length.  Sir,  the  nation  was  too  much  inflamed  to  be  any 
logger  amufed  with  idle  ncgotijitions,  or  trifling  expedients ;  d^e* 
tsctcs  echoed  with  the  clamours  of  the  populace,  and  this  Hoirfe 
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was  crowded  with  petitions  from  the  merchants.  Tlie  Honourablv^ 
Perfon,  with  all  his  art,  found  himfelf  unable  any  longer  to  elude  a 
determination  of  this  afiair.  Thofe  whom  he  bad  hitherto  per- 
fiiaded  that  he  had  foiled  merely  for  want  of  abilities,  began  now  to 
jTufpe^t  that  he  had  no  defire  of  better  fuccefs ;  and  thofe  who  had 
hitherto  cbi aifully  merited  their  penfions  by  an  un(haken  adherence 
to  all  his  ineniures,  who  had  extolled  his  wifdom  and  his  integrity 
with  all  the  confidence  of  fecurity,  began  now  to  be  (haken  by  tKc 
univcrfiility  of  the  cenfures  whidi  the  open  fupport  of  perfidy 
brought  upc-n  them.  They  were  afraid  any  longer  to  aflert  what. 
they  neither, believed  thcmfelves,  nor  could  perfuade  others  to  admit. 
The  moft  indolent  were  alarmed,  the  moft  obfiinate  convinced,  and 
the  molt  profligate  afbamed* 

What  could  now  be  done,  Sir,  to  gain  a  few  months,  to  fecurc 
a&ort  interval  of  quiet  in  which  his  agents  might  be  employed  to 
diffcminate  fome  new  falfehood,  bribe  to  his  party  fome  new  vindi- 
cators, or  lull  the  people  with  the  opiate  of  another  expedient,  with 
an  account  of  conceffions  from  the  court  of  Spain,  or  a  congrefs  to 
compute  the  lofles,  and  adjuft  the  claims  of  our  merchants  ? 

Something  was  neceflarily  to  be  attenfpted,  and  orders  were  there- 
fore difpatched  by  our  minifter,  to  his  flave  at  the  couvt  of  Spain,  to 
procure  fome  ftipulations  that  might  have,  at  leaft,  the  appearance 
of  a  flep  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  debate.  His  agent  obeyed 
Mum  with  his  ufual  alacrity  and  addrefs,  and  in  time  fent  him,  for 
the  fiitis&^on  of  the  Britiih  people,  the  celebrated  convention. 

The  convention.  Sir,  has  been  fo  lately  difcufled,  is  fo  particu- 
larly remembered,  and  fo  univerfally  condemned,  that  it  would  be 
an  unjuftifiable  prodigality  of  time  to  expatiate  upon  it.  There 
were  but  few  in  the  laft  fenate,  and  I  hope  there  are  none  in  this, 
who  did  not  fee  the  meannefs  of  fufFering  inconteftable  claims  to  be 
dlfputed  by  commiflaries,  the  injuftice  of  the  demand  which  was 
x&ade  upon  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  the  contemptuous  info- 
fence  of  amufing  us  with  the  ihadow  of  a  ftipulation,  which  was  to 
▼anifli  into  nothing,  uulefs  we  purchafed  a  ratification  of  it,  by 
paying  what  we  did  not  owe. 

The  convention  therefore,  Sir,  was  fo  far  from  pacifying,  that  it 
only  exafperated  the  nation,  and  took  from  our  minifter  the  power 
of  ading  any  longer  openly  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards;  of  whom 
it  mttft  be  confcflcd,  that  their  wifJom  was  overpowered  by  their 
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fride,  and  that,  for  the  fake  of  ihewi^g.  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
die  dependence  in  which  they  held  the  t^ourt  of  Britain,  they  took 
fom  their  friends  the  power  of  ferving  them  any  longer,  and  made  it 
onfafe  for  them  to  pay  that  fubmii&on  to  which  they  were  inclined. 

The  Spaniards  did  not  fufficiently  diftinguifh  between  the  nation 
uid  the  miniftry  of  Britain,  nor  fufpeSed  that  their  interefts,  in* 
dinations,  and  opinions  were  dire£Uy  oppofite ;  and  that  thofe  who 
were  careiled,  feared,  and  reverenced  by  the  miniftry,  were  by^the 
people  hated,  deipifed,  an4  ridiculed. 

By  enflaving  our  miniftry,  they  weakly  imagined  that  they  had 
conquered  our  nation ;  nor  perhaps.  Sir,  would  they  quickly  have 
difcovered  their  miftake,  had  they  ufed  their  viflory  with  greater 
moderation,  condefcended  to  govern  their  new  province  with  lets 
rigour,  and  fent  us  laws  in  any  other  form  than  that  of  the 
convention. 

But  the  fecurity  which  fuccefs  excites,  produced  in  them  the  (ame 
cffeds  as  it  has  often  done  in  others,  and  deftroyed  in  fome  degre,e  the 
advantages  of  the  conqueft  by  which  it  was  infpired.  The  laft  proof 
of  their  contempt  of  our  Sovereign  and  our  nation,  was  too  flagrant 
to  be  palliated,  and  too  publick  not  to  be  refented.  The  cries  of  the 
nadon  were  redoubled,  the  felicitations  of  the  merchants  renewed, 
tl^^bfurdity  of  our  paft  conduct  expofed,  the  meannefs  of  our  for-« 
bearance  reproached,  and  the  neceflity  of  more  vigorous  meafures 
cvidendy  proved. 

The  friends  of  Spain  difcovered.  Sir,  at  length,  that  war  was 
neceflarily  to  be  proclaimed,  and  that  it  would  be  no  longer  their  in* 
tereft  to  a£t  in  open  oppofition  to  juftice  and  reafon,  to  the  policy  of 
all  ages,  and  remonftrances  of  the  whole  nation. 

The  minifter,  therefore,  after  long  delays, after ,having  run  rotuul  the 
circle  of  all  his  artifices,  and  endeavouring  to  intimidate  the  nation 
by  h\k  reprefentations  of  the  power  of  our  enemies,  and  the  danger 
ef  an  invadon  from  them,  at  length  fuiFered  war  to  be  proclaimed, 
though  not  till  he  had  taken  all  precautions  that  might  difappoint  us 
of  fuccefs. 

He  knew  that  the  ftate  of  the  Spanifti  dominions  expofed  them  in 
a  particular  manner  to  fuddeh  incurfions  by  fmall  parties,  and  that  in 
former  wars  againft  them,  our  chief  advantage  had  been  gained  by  the 
boldnefs  and  fubtility  of  private  adventurers,  who  by  hovering  over 
^ir  coafts  in  (tm^  veflels,'  without  raifing  the  alarpis  which  tbe  fight 
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6(  a  royal  ifsvy  neceifarify  produces,  had  difcovered  oppoiftuiii^s  of 
landing  unexpefiedly,  and  entering  their  towns  by  furprife,  of  plunder- 
ing their  wealthy  ihips^or  enriching  themfelvesby  ranfoms  and  cotnpo- 
iitions  i  he  knew  that  inconfiderable  bodies  of  men,  incited  by  private  ad- 
vantage, fefeQed  with  care  for  particular  cxpeditiqns,  inftruSed  by  fc- 
trbt  inteiligence,  and  concealed  by  the  fmallnefs  of  their  numbers,  had 
found  means  to  march  up  into  the  country  through  ways  which 
would  never  have  been  attempted  by  regular  forces,  and  have  brought 
upon  the  Spaniards  more  terror  and  diflrefs  than  could  have  been 
produced  by  a  powerful  army,  however  carefully  difciplined,  or 
however  flcilfuHy  commanded. 

It  was  therefore.  Sir,  his  firft  care  to  (ecure  his  darling  Spaniards 
fi'om  the  pernicious  defigns  ofprivate  adventurers  ;  he  knew  not  but 
ibme  of  Elizabeth's  heroes  might  unfortunately  revive,  and  terrify 
with  an  unexpe£led  invafion  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  Spanifli 
colonics,  or  appear  before  their  ports  with  his  nimble  floops,  and  bid 
defiance  to  their  navies  and  their  garrifons.  When  therefore  a  bill 
was  introduced  into  this  Houfe,  by  which  encouragement  was  given 
U>  the  fttbjeds  of  this  kingdom  to  fit  out  privateers,  aiid  by  which 
thofe  vrtio  fhould  conquer  any  of  the  colonies  of  the  Spaniards,  were 
confirmed  in  the  poffeffion  of  them  for  ever.  It  cannot  lie  forgotten 
with  what  zeal  he  oppofed,  and  with  what  fteadinefs  he  rejeSed  it, 
thpugh  it  iinot  poffible  to  alBgn  any  difad vantage  which  could  have 
been  produced  by  paffing  it,  and  the  utmoft  that  coiild  be  urged 
againft  it  was,  that  it  was  unnecefTary  and  ufelefs. 

Having  thusdifcouraged  that  method  of  war  which  was  moll  to  be 
diieadcd  by  our  enemies,  and  left  them  little  to  fear  but  from  national 
forces  and  public  preparations,  his  next  care  was  to  fecurc  themfiroDa 
any  dcftruflive  Wow,  by  giving  them  time  to  equip  their  fleets,  col- 
left  their  forces,  repair  their  fortifications,  garrifon  their  towns,  and 
regulate  their  trade ;  for  this  purpofe  he  delayed,  as  long  as  it  was 
poiEble,  the  difpatch  of  our  navies,  embarraffed  our  levies  of  failonj 
by  the  violence  of  impreflis,  violence  which  proper  encouragement 
and  regulations  might  have  made  unneceflkry,  and  fufiered  t1\e  pri- 
vateers of  the  enemy  to  plunder  our  merchants  without  controu!> 
under  pretence  that  ihips  of  war  could  not  be  ftationed,  nor  convoys 
pcovidCeid  for  thtir  protection, 

.  At  leifgth  feveral  fleets  were  fitted  out,  Vernon  was  fent  to  Ame- 
nca,  a^d-Haddock  into  the  Mediterranean,^  with'  vvlfat  confe^uericcs 
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jr  tt  wdl  known*  nor  ihould  I  mention*  them  at  this  time,  had  I  not 
been  awakened  to  the  remembrance  of  them  by  a  propofal  of  thanks 
fir  the  coodudof  the  war. 

The  behaviour  of  the  two  Admirals  was  very  different ;  though  it 
h»  not  yet  appeared  but  that  their  orders  were  the  fiime.  Vernon 
vtth  fix  fhips  deftroyed  thofe  fortificatiohs,  before  which  Hofier 
fiNinerly  periflied,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  our  miniftry. 
How  this  fucceft  was  received  by  the  minifter  and  his  adherents,  how 
much  they  were  offended  at  the  exultations  of  the  populace,  how  evi- 
dently tiiey  appeared  to  confider  it  as  a  breach  of  their  fcheme,  and  a 
deviation  from  their  directions,  the  whole  nation  can  relate. 

Nor  it  it  to  be  forgotten.  Sir,  how  invidioufly  the  minifter  himfelf 
cadcavoured  to  extenuate  the  honour  of  that-a&ion,  by  attempting  to 
procure  in  the  Addrefs,  which  was  on  that  occailon  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  a  fuppreffion  of  the  number  of  the  (hips  with  which  he  per- 
formed it. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir,  the  nation  expelled  accounts  of  the  fame 
kind  firom  the  Meditenanean,  where  Haddock  was  ftationed  with  a 
very  contiderable  force ;  but  inftead  of  relations  of  ports  bombarded, 
and  towns  plundered,  of  navies  deftroyed,  and  villages  laid  in  afhes, 
we  were  daily  informed  of  the  lofles  of  our  merchants,  whofe  fhips 
were  taken  almoft  within  fight  of  our  fquadrons. 

We  had  indeed  once  the  f&tisfadion  of  hearing  that  the  fleet  of 
Spain  was  confined  in  the  port  of  Cadiz,  unprovided  with  provifions, 
and  it  was  rafldy  reported  that  means  would  either  be  found  of  de- 
fraying them  in  the  harbour,  or  that  they  would  be  fhut  up  in  that 
■flfirattful  part  of  the  country,  till  they  (hould  be  obliged  to'diflxind 
dKir  crews. 

We  therefore,  Sir,  bore  with  patience  the  daily  havock  of  our- 
sade,  in  expefiation  of  the  entire  deftruSion  of  the  royal  navy  of 
Sfflin,  which  would  reduce  them  to  defpair  of  refiftance,  and  compel 
i  to  implore  peace.  But  while  we  were  flattering  ourfelves  with 
i  pleafing  dreams,  we  were  wakened  on  a  fudden  with  an  aftonifh- 
iag  account  tbn  the  Spaniards  had  left  Cadiz,  and  without  any  in« 
lerraption  from  the  Britons,  were  taking  in  provifions  at  Ferrol. 

This  diiappointment  of  our  expe£btions  did  indeed  difcourage  us, 
bat  Boc  deprive  us  of  hope ;  we  knew  that  the  moft  politic  are  fome- 
( deceived,  and  that  the  moft  vigilant  may  fometimes  relax  their 
wc  did  not  expert  in  our  commanders  any  exemption  from* 
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human  errors,  and  required  only  that  they  (hould  tn6fivf^mu>  ttpAt 
their  failures^  and  corretfl  their  miftakes  ;  and  therefore  wjaHed  witb^ 
out  clamour,  in  expe^tion  that  what  was  omitted  at  Cadi«  w^d 
be  pcrforified  atFerroU 

fiat  no  fooner,  Sir,  had  the  Spaniards  fiored  their  fleets  than-  me. 
were  furprifed  widi  a  revolution  of  affairs  yet  more  wonderful.  Had- 
dock, inftead  of  remaining  before  Ferrol,  was  drawn  off  by  feme 
chimerical  alarm  to  protefl  Minorca,  and  the  Spaniardsan  the  mean 
time  failed  away  to  America,  in  coi^uafHon  with  the  French 
fquadron  that  had  been  for  fome  time  ready  for  the  voyage* 

If  we  conftder  the  abfurdity  of  this  condud,  it  camiot  but  be 
imagined  that  our  miniAcr  muft  fend  Haddock  hik  intelligeoce  and 
treacherous  diredions,  on  purpofe  that  the  Spaaifli  fleet  mig^  efcape 
without  interruption.  For  how*  can  it  be  conceived  that  the 
Spaniards  could  have  formed  any  real  defign  of  ^befieging  port  Mo- 
hon  ?  Was  it  probable  that  they  would  have  fent  in  army  in  de- 
fencelefs  tranfports,  into  the  jaws  of  die  Britiih  fleet  i  and  it  was  well 
known  that  they  had  no  ihips  of  .war  to  proted  them.  It  was  not 
very  agreeable  to  common  policy  to  land  an  army  upon  an  ifland,  an 
ifland  wholly  deftitute  of  provifions  for  their  fupport,  whild  an  hoftile 
navy  was  in  pofieffion  of  the  fea^  by  which  the  fortrefs  which  dieir 
troops  were  deftined  to  beliege  might  be  daily  fupplied  vnA  necef* 
fi^ries,  and  the  garrifon  augmented  with  new  forces,  while  their  army 
^  would  be  itfelf  befieged  in  a  barren  ifland,  without  proviiions^  widir 
out  recruits,  without  hope  of  fuccour  or  poffibility  of  fuccefs* 

But  fuch  was  the  folicitude  of  our  Admiral  for  the  prefervation  of 
Minorca,  that  he  abandoned  his  ftation,  and  fufiered  tbe  Spaiiiards 
to  join  their  confederates  of  France,  and  profecute  their  voyage  to 
America  without  hindrance  or  purfuit. 

In  America  they  remained  for  fome  time  maimers  of  the  fea,  and 
confined  Vernon  to  the  ports  ;  but  want  of  provifions  obliging  the 
French  to  return,  no  invafion  of  our  colonies  was  attempted,  nor 
any  of  thofe  deftruSive  meafures  purfued  which  we  had  r«afon  to 
fear,  and  of  which  our  minifter,  notwicbftanding  his  wonderful 
fagacity,  could  not  have  foretold  that  tbey  would  have  been  defeated 
by  an  unexpected  fcarcity  of  viftuals. 

The  Spaniards,  however,  gained  by  this  expedient  titne  to  repa^ 

ifaeir  fortifications,  ftrengthen  their  garrifons,  and  difp^'thdr  fortes^ 

ijk  the  moil  advantageous  manner  i  and  therefore^  though  tiiey  were. 

«  not 
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not  enabled  to  attack  our  dominions,  had  at  leaflf  an  oppoftunitjr  of 
fecuring  their  own. 

At  lengthy  Sir,  leftitfhould  be  indifputably  evident  that  our  mt- 
niller  was  in  confederacy  with  the  Spaniards,  it  was  determined,  that 
fheir  American  territories  lliould  be  invaded  ;  but  care  was-  taken  to 
di&ppoint  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  by  employing  new  rarifed' 
tioops,  and  oflScers  without  experience,  and  to  make  it  burthenfome 
to  the  nation  by  a  double  number  of  officers,  of  which  no  ufe  couI(t 
be  difcovered,  but  that  of  increafing  the  influence,  and  multiplying 
the  dependants  of  die  miniftry. 

It  was  not  diought  fufficient,  Sir,  to  favour  the  defigns  of  the 
Spaniards  by  the  delay  which  the  levy  of  new  troops  necefiarily  pro- 
duced, and  to  encourage  them  by  the  probability  of  an  eaiy  reflftance 
againft  raw  forces ;  nor  was  the  nation,  in  the  opinion  of  the  minif- 
ter,  puniihed  for  i||  rebellion  againft  him  with  adequate  feverity,  by 
being  condemned  to  fupport  a  double  number  of  troops.  Some  other 
methods  were  to  be  ufed  for  embarraffing  our  preparations  and  pro- 
tiadifig  the  war. 

The  troops,  therefore.  Sir,  being  by  the  accident  of  a  hard  winter 
more  fpeed^y  rai&d  than  it  was  reafonable  to  expe£t,  were  detained  iii 
dttft  ifltnd  for  fereral  months,  upon  trivial  pretences ;  and  were  at 
IcBgdi  fiifiered  to  embark  at  a  time  when  it  was  well  known  that  they 
vould  have  much  more  formidable  enemies  than  the  Spaniards  to  en* 
coanta' ;  when  the  unhealthy  feafon  of  the  American  climate  muft 
oeceffiirily  deftroy  them  by  thoufiinds ;  when  the  air  itfelf  was.  ppifon, 
md  to  be  wounded  certainly  dead). 

Thefe  were  the  bardlhips  U)  which  part  of  our  fellow-fubje£b  have 
been  cxpofed  by  the  tyranny  of  the  minifter ;  bardlhips  which  caution 
could  not  obviate,  nor  bravery  furmount ;  they  were  fent  to  combat 
with  nature,  to  encounter  with  the  blafts  of  difeafe,  and  to  make  war 
againft  the  elements.  They  were  fent  to  feed  the  vulture^  of  Ame« 
rica,  and  to  gratify  the  Spaniards  with  an  eafy  conqueft. 

Iodic  paflage  die  General  died,  and  the  command  devolved  upon  a 
mui  who  had  never  feen  an  enemy,  and  was  therefore  only  a  fpecula* 
^nt  warrior ;  an  accident,  whfch  as  it  was  not  unlikely  to  happen, 
wodd  have  been  provided  againft  by  any  minifter  who  wifhed  for 
flKceft.  The  melancholy  event  of  this  expedition  I  need  not  men- 
lioii^  It  was  iuch  as  might  be  reafonably  expeded ;  when  qur  troops 
\  fent  out  widiout  difcipline,  without  commanders,  into  a  country 
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where  even  the  dews  are  fatol  againft  chcmics  informed  of  their  ap- 
proach, fecurcd  by  fortifications,  inured  to  the  climate,  wcB  provided 
.  aind  Ikilfully  commanded. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  what  depredations 
were  made  upon  our  trading  veflcls,  with  what  infolcncc  Ihips  of  very 
little  force  approached  our  coafts,  and  feized  our  merchants  ia 
fight  of  our  fortifications;  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  conduct 
of  fome  of  thofe  who  owed  their  revenues  and  power  to  the  minifter, 
gave  yet  ftronger  proofs  of  a  combination. 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  with  what  eiFrontcry  the  lofles  of  our  mer- 
chants were  ridiculed,  with  what  contemptuous  triumph  of  revenge 
they  were  charged  with  the  guilt  of  this  fatal  war,  and  how  publickly 
they  were  condemned  to  fuffcr  for  their  folly; 

For  this  rcafon.  Sir,  they  were  cither  denied  the  fccurity  of  con- 
yoys,  or  forfaken  in  the  moft  dangerous  parts  oQhe  fea,  by  thofe  to 
'  whofe  protedlion  they  were,  in  appearance,  committed.  For  this 
rcafon,  they  were  either  hindered  from  engaging  in  their  voyage  by 
the  lofs  of  thofe  men  who  were  detained  unadive  in  the  0iip$  of  war, 
or  deprived  of  their  crews  upon  the  high  feas,  or  fufFered  to  proceed 
only  to  become  a  prey  to  the  Spaniards. 

But  It  was  not.  Sir,  a  fuflicient  gratification  of  our  implacable 
miniller,  that  the  merchants  were  diflrefled  for  alarming  the  nation ; 
it  was  thought  likewife  necefTary  to  punifh  the  people  for  believing 
too  eafily  the  reports  of  the  merchants,  and  to  warn  them  for  ever 
again  daring  to  imagine  themfclves  able  to  difcern  their  own  intereft> 
or  to  prefcribe  other  meafures  to  the  miniilers,  than  they  fhould  be 
themfelves  inclined  to  purfue;  our  minifler  was  refolved  to  (hew 
them,  by  a  mafterAflroke,  that  it  was  in  his  power  todifappoint  their 
defires  by  feeming  to  comply,  and  to  deftroy  their  commerce  and 
their  happincfs,  by  the  very  means  by  which  they  hoped  to  fecurc 
them. 

For  this  purpofe,  Sir^  did  this  great  man  fummon  all  his  poli- 
ticks together,  and  call  to  council  all  his  confidents  and  all  his  de- 
pendants, and  it  was  at  length,  after  mature  deliberation^  determined 
by  their  united  wifdom^  to  put  more  (hips  into  commiflion,  to  aggra- 
vate the  terrors  of  the  imprefsby  new  violence  and  fcverity,  to  draw 
the  failors  by  the  promife  of  large  rewards  from  the  fervicc  of  the 
nicrchants,  to  colle<Sl  a  mighty  fleet,  and  to  difpatch  it  on  a  ficrit 
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A  fccret  expedition.  Sir,  is  a  ntw  term  of  mitiifterial  art,  a  term 
vhich  may  have  been  perliaps  formerly  madeMle  of  by  foldiers,  for  a 
ddign  to  be  executed  without  giving  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of 
providing  for  their  defence  s  but  is  now  uied  for  a  defign  with  which 
the  enemy  is  better  acquainted  than  thofe  to  whom  the  execution  of  if 
is  committed.  A  feciet  expedition  is  now  an  expedition  of  which 
trtry  one  knows  the  defign,  but  thofe  at  whofe  expence  it  is  under-^ 
taken.  It  is  a  kind  of  naval  review,  which  excels  thofe  of  the  Park 
in  magnificence  and  expence,  but  is  equally  ufelefs,  and  equally 
ridiculous. 

Upon  thefe  fecret  expeditions,  however,  were  fixed  for  a  long 
time  the  expe^tions  of  the  people ;  they  faw  all  the  appearances  of 
prcptfatton  fiur  real  war ;  they  were  informed,  that  the  workmen  in 
the  docks  were  retained  by  uncommon  wages  to  do'double  duty )  they 
few  the  moft  fpcoious  encouragements  offered  to  the  £sulors ;  they 
(aw  naval  ftores  accumulated  with  the  utmoft  induftry,  heard  of  no* 
ihbg  but  the  proof  of  new  cannon,  and  new  contra^te  for  provifion ; 
and  kciw  much  reufon  foever  they  had  to  queftion  thefuicerity  of  the 
great  man  who  had  fo  long  engroiled  the  management  of  all  affairs, 
they  did  not  imagine  that  he  was  yet  fo  abandoned  to  levy  forces 
only  to  ezbauft  their  money,  and  equip  fleets  only  to  expofc  them  to 
lidicule. 

When  therefore.  Sir,  after  the  ufual  delays,  the  papers  had  In^ 
fonoei  the  people  that  the  great  fleet  was  failed,  they  no  longer 
doubted  that  the  Spaniards  were  to  be  reduced  to  pur  own  terms  ;. 
tfaey  expe£led  to  be  told  in  a  few  days,  of  the  deftru£Hon  of  fleets, 
the  demolition  of  caftles,  and  the  plunder  of  cities  j  and  tvery  om 
envied  the  fortune  of  thofe  who,  by  being  admitted  into  their  formi- 
dable ileet,  were  entitled  to  the  treafures  of  fuch  wealthy  enemies. 

When  they  had  for  fome  time  indulged  thefe  expe£btions,  an  ac* 
csoQOt  was  brought,  that  the  fleet  was  returned  without  the  leaft 
acKon,  or  the  leaft  attempt,  and  that  new  provifions  were  to  be  taken 
to,  that  they  might  fet  out  upon  another  fecrei  expedition* 

Btti^  Sir,  this  wonder-working  term  had  now  loft  its  efficacy, 
and  it  was  difeovered,  that  fiertt  tjef editions,  like  all  other  /urn 
Jennusy  were  only  expedients  to  drain  the  money  of  the  people^  and 
to  conceal  the  ignorance  or  vilhiny  of  the  miniftcr. 

Such  has  been  the  conduA  for  which  we  are  defired  to  returiil 
in  an  bumble  and  dutiful  Addrefs,  fuch  are  the  tranfa£tions 
G  3  which 
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iprhich  we  are 'to  recommead  ito  the  aj^obation  of  our  conftitueats, 
and  fuch  the  triumphs  upon  which  we  muft  congrai^ilatc  oor 
ibvereign. 

For  my  part>  Sir,  I  cannot  but  think  that  filence  is  a  cenfure  too 
gentle  of  that  wickednefs  vAiich  no  language  can  exaggerate,  and 
for  which,  as  it  has  perhaps  no  example,  human  kind  have  not  yet 
provided  a  name.  Murder,  parricide,  and  treafon,  are  modefl:  ap:^ 
pelhtions  when  referred  to  that  coodud  by  which  a  King  is  be* 
traced,  and  a  nation  ruined,  under  pretence  of  promoting  its  ia-» 
tereft,  by  a  man  trufted  with  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs. 

Let  us  therefore.  Sir,  if  it  bethought  not  proper  to  by  before  his 
Majefty  the  fentiments  of  his  people  in  their  full  extent,  atleaft  not 
csdeavour  to  conceal  them  from  him ;  let  us  at  leaft  addrefs  him  in 
fuch  a  manner  ^  may  give  faim  iome  occaiion  to  enquire  into  the 
late  tran&fUons,  which  have  for  many  years  been  fuch,  that  to  en- 
quire into  them  is  to  condemn  them. 

Sir  Bjoaekx  Waj^polb  rok  again,  and  fpoke  to  this  efieS  :*-• 
Sit,  Though  I.  am  far  from  being  either  confounded  or  intimidated 
by  this  atrocious  charg^e ;  though  I  am  confident,  that  all  the  mea- 
fure's  which  have  been  fo  clamoroully  cenfured,  will  admit  of  a  very 
f  )|fy  vindication,  and  that  whenever  they-are  explained  they  will  be 
approved ;  yet  as  an  accafation  fo  complicated  cannot  be  confuted 
without  a  long  recapitulation  of  patft  events,  bM  a  dedudion  of 
Higny  pj^ticular  circumftances,  fome  of  which  may  ivquire  evidence, 
.^ncl  fome  a  veiy  minute  and  prcdix  c3(plication,  I  cannot  think  this 
?  prpper  day  for  engaging  in  the  contrOverfy,  becaufe  it  is  my  intereft 
itiU  it  0)«y  be  accurately .  difcufled* 

At:  pirtfent.  Sir,  1 4iall  content  myfelf  with  bare  ailertions,  like 
thofe  of  him  by  whom  I  am  accuied,  and  hope  thpy  will  not  be  heard 
with  left  attention,  or  received  with  lefs  belief.  For  furely  it  was 
never  denied  to  any.man  to  defend  himfelf  with  the  fiune  weapons 
with  which  be  is  attacked. 

I  fhall  thec^fiMre,  Sir,  make  no  fcruple  to  aflert,  that  the  treafun 
^  the  public  has  been  employed  with  the  utmoft  frugality  to  promote 
llie  purpofes  for  which  it  was  granted;  that  our  foreign  affiiirs  have 
been  tranfiiAed  with  the  utmoft  fidelity,  inpurfiiance  of  long  con- 
fiiltations  i  and  (ball  venture  to  add,  that  our  fuccefs  has  not  been 
iitcb  as  ought  to  produce  any  fufpicion  <d  negligence  or  treachery. 

That 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


*•  ^74^'3  T    H    E      A    D    D    R   E    5  «.  ^ 

That  our  defign  againft  Gurtbagena  was  defeated,  cannot  be 
denied}  bat  what  war  has  been  one  continued  feries  of  fucce&f  In 
the  late  war  with  France,  of  which  the  condud  has  been  fo  laviihly 
cdebrated,  did  no  deiigns  mifcarry  ?  If  we  conquered  at  Ramillies^ 
were  we  not  in  our  turn  beaten  at  Almanza  ?  If  we  deftroyed  tho 
French  ibips,  was  it  not  always  with  fome  lofs  of  our  own  ?  And 
iioce  the  fufitrings  of  our  merchants  have  been  mentioned  with  fo 
moch  acrimony,  do  not  the  lifts  of  the  {hips  taken  in  that  war,  prove 
>dBt  the  depredations  of  privateers  cannot  be  entirely  prevented  ?  ^ 

The  di&ppoimtment.  Sir,  of^  the  public  expe£btion  by  the  return 
of  the  Sects,  has  been  charged  upon  the  adminiftration,  as  a  crime 
too  eoonnous  to  be  mentioned  without  horror  and  deteftatidn.  That 
die  miniflry  have  not  the  elements  in  their  power,  that  they  do  not 
prdcribc  the  courfo  of  the  wind,  is  a  fufficient  proof  of  dieir  neglf- 
gence  and  weaknefs  :  with  as  much  juftice  is  it  charged  upon  them, 
thatdieexpedationsofthepc^ulace,  which  they  did  not  raife,  anil 
tD  which  perhaps  the  conqueft  of  a  kingdom  had  not  been  equal> 
fitilcd  of  being  grati6ed. 

'  I  am  very  far  from  hoping  or  defiring  that  the  Houie  Ihould  be 
(atisfied  with  a  defence  Kke  this ;  I  know,  by  obferving  the  praAice 
rf  die  opponents  of  the  miniftry,  what  falhcy  *may  be  concealed  in 
general  aflerttons,  and  am'fo  hr  from  wifliing  to  evade  a  more  exaft 
coquiiT,  that  if  Ae  Gentleman  who  has  thus  publicly  and  confident y  ^ 
acnifed  the  miniftry,  will  name  a  day  for  examining  the  ftate  of  the 
natioo,  I  will  fecond  his  motion. 
[The  Addrefs  was  at  length  agreed  to,  widiout  a  divifion.] 
Mr.  PuLTENEY  then  moved.  That  the  ftate  of  the  nation  Ihould, 
"be  confidered  fix  weeks  hence  r^ir  Robert  Walpole  feconded  th<e 
motion,  and  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed.  That  this  Houfe  will,  on 
the  2ift  of  next  month,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Roofe,  to  confider  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  But  when  that  day 
came,  $ir  Robert  Walpole  having  lieen  able  to  defeat  a  motion  which 
was  to  refer  ibme  papers  to  a'fecret  committee,  the  confideration  of 
the  ftate  of  the  nation  was  put  oflF  for  a  fortnight ;  but  on  the  eve 
of  that  day,  both  Houies  adjourned  for  fourteen  days,  during  which 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  refigned  his  employments  of  Firft  Lord  of  the 
Treafury,  and  Chancellor  and  Under  Treafiirer  of  his  Majefty's  Ex- 
diequer ;  and  was  created  a  Peer>  by  the  title  of  Lord  Walpole,  ani 
Earl  of  Oxford. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 


March  9,  1741-2. 

On  a  Motian  for  enuring  into  tbi  Candu^  <f  Affairs  at  home  and 
abroad^  during  4be  lafi  twmtf  Ytars^ 

Lord  Limerick  rofe,  and  fpoke  in  the  following  manner :— Sir, 
As  I  am  about  to  offer  to  the  Houfe  a  motion  of  the  higheft  impor* 
tance  to  the  honour  and  happtnefs  of  our  country,  to  the  prefervation 
of  our  privileges,  and  the  continuance  of  ou/  conftitution,  I  make 
no  doubt  of  a  ca^dici  attention  from  this  AflcmUy,  and  hope  for  fuch 
a  determination  ^  ihall  be  the  refuh  not  of  external  influence,  but 
of  real  convi£)ion. 

I  cannot  but  congratulate  myfelf  and  all  lovers  of  thpir  country, 
that  we  are  arrived  at  a  tin^,  \xi  which  fuch  hopes  maybe  rationally 
indulged,  that  we  ^allibon  iee  the  triumph  pf  liberty,  and  tberenpr 
vation  of  fenatorial  freedom.  It  is  not  without  the  higheft  iatisfac- 
tion,  that  I  And  my  life  protrai^d  to  that  happy  day,  in  which  the 
yoke  of  dependence  hs^  bl^en  ihaj^en  ofi^  and  the  (hackles  of  oppreflion 
have  been  broken ;  in  which  truth  aij^d  juXtice  have  once  more  raifcfi 
up  their  heads,  and  obtajped  that  regard,  which  had  fo  long  been 
paid  to  fplendid  wickednefs  and  fucccf&ful  rapine. 

The  time  is  now  paft,  in  which  it  was  meritoripus  to  harden  the 
heart  againfl  pity,  and  the  forehead  againft  (hame  %  to  plunder  the 
people  by  needlefs  taxes,  and  infult  Uien^  by  difplaying  their  fpoils 
before  their  eyes,  in  luxurious  riot,  and  bot|pdlefs  magnificence; 
when  the  certain  method  of  obtaining  what  the  greateft  part,  evep 
of  good  men,  cannot  but  fometimes  with  to  acquirp,  intereft,  Bfflu* 
ence,  and  honoifr,  was  an  implicit  refignafiou  to  authpri|y,  adefer- 
tion  of  all  principles,  defiance  of  all  cenfure,  and  an  open  declaration 
againd  any  other  n^otives  of  adion,  thaii  the  fole  p]eafure  of  ai}  arbi- 
trary minifler. 

It  is  now,  Sir,  nq  longer  confidered  §s  ^vl  inils^nce  of  diiaSe^lion 

to  the  government^  to  repjrefent  the  miferics  and  declare  the  opiniflns 

•     2  '     *  ^^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A.  1741-2*1  P.VBLIC      By^tU.IRT.  89 

of  the  people ;  to  propofe  their  ioterdlas  die  gfeat  bafis  qf  govern- 
ment, the  general  end  of  fociety,  and  the  parent  of  law.  It  is  now 
10  longor  criminal  to  affirm^  that  thpy  have  a  right  to  complain  when 
tkyare  in  their  own  opinion  injured*  and  to  be  heard  when  they 
complain.  It  may  now  be  with  fafety  averted,  that  th^  who  fwell 
with  the  pride  of  office,  and  glitter  with  the  magnificenoe  of  a  court, 
kowever  diey  may  difjday  their  affluence,  or  boaft  their  titles,  with 
whatever  contempt  they  may  have  learned  of  late  to  look  upon  their 
feUow*fubjeds,  who  have  no  pofleffions  but  what  they  have  obtained 
by  their  induftry,  nor  any  honours  but  what  are  voluntarily  paid  to 
their  underftanding  and  their  virtue  -,  with  whatever  authority  they 
may  di&te  to  their  dependents,  or  whatever  reverence  they  may 
exad  from  a  long  fubordination  of  hirelings,  are,  amidft  all  their 
pomp  and  influence,  only  the  fervants  of  the  people,  entrufted  by 
diem  widi  the  adminiftration  of  their  affairs,  and  accountable  to  them 
fos  the  abufe  of  truft. 

That  tnifis  of  the  hi^eft  importance  have  been  long  abu&d,  dMt 
&t  fervants  of  the  people,  haying  long  thought  therofelves  out  of  the 
reach  of  jufiice,  and  above  examination,  have  very  ill  dtfcharged  th^ 
offices  in  which  they  have  been  engaged,  that  the  public  advantage 
has  been  wholly  difregarded,  that  treaties  have  been  concluded  with* 
out  any  r^ard  to  the  intireft  of  Britain,  and  that  our  foreign  and 
doneftic  affiiirs  have  been  managed  with  equal  ignorance,  negligence, 
or  wickedneis  ;  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe,  and  the  calamities  of 
^'s  country,  will  fuffictently  inform  uss 

If  Vft  furvey  the  condition  of  foreign  nations,  we  (ball  find,  that 
&e  power  and  dominions  of  the  family  of  Bourbon,  a  family  which 
has  never  had  any  other  defigns  than  the  extirpation  of  true  religion, 
^  the  univerfal  flavery  of  mankind,  have  been  daily  increafed. 
We  ihall  find  that  they  have  increa&d  by  the  dedenfion  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  which  treaties  and  our  intereft  engage  us  to 
%»rt. 

But  had  their  acquifitions  been  made  only  by  the  force  of  arms, 
hi  they  grown  ftronger  only  by  vi£lories,  and  more  wealthy  only  by 
plooder,  our  minifters  might  with  fome  appearance  of  reafon  have 
imputed  their  fuccefs  to  accident,  and  informed  us,  that  we  gained 
in  the  mean  time  a  fufficient  counterbalance  to  thofe  advantages,  by 
>o  uninterrupted  commerce,  and  by  the  felicity  of  peace  j  peace 
vbich  in  every  nation  has  been  found  to  produce  affluence,  and  of 
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^idi  ibe  vriMt  men  have  diought,  that  it  could  fcarcdybf  too 
^arly  {wroteftd*    ' 

But  pegt^e  has  In  thtt  nadbn,  by  the  vm^ietM  artifices  «f  oitf 
tniniftetfty  beim  the  parent  of  poverty  and  mifery ;  we  have  been  (6 
fur' from  ^tfding'our  comoicroe  extended  by  vt,  that  #e  have  ei^oyed 
it  only  by  a  tontaaoptiUe  patience  of  the  moft  open  depredations, 
by  a  lon^  cennivanice  at  piracy,-  and  by  a  contiAued  fubmiffion  to 
Infcdts,  which  no  other  nation  WouM  have  borne. 

We  ^ave  been  fe  hr  from  feeing  any  part  of  our  taxes  remitted, 
that  Vfe  have  been  l6aded  with  more  rigorous  exaftiens  to  fupport  the 
bxpenees  of  peace,  dum  were 'found  n^cefiary  to  defray  the  thargea 
'dP  a  war^g;aih(l  thofe,  whofedpulence  and  power  had  incited  them  to 
•fpire  to  thedomkiibn  of  the  worfd. 

How  thefe  taxes  have'  been  employed,  and  Why  our  trade  has.  beeA 
tegieded,  why  our  allies  have  been  bctr^ycd^  and  wby  the  ancient 
enemies  of  our  country  have  been  fufFered  to  grow  powerftd  by  oor 
connivances,  it  is  now  time  to  examine  >  ^  and  thetefbre  I  mbve» 
Tfhaft  a*'ct>mmhtee  be  appointed  to  encjuire  into  the  condtuflof  affair^ 
'M  home -and  ^abroad  during  the  laft  twenty  years/ 
*  Sir  Jt>Hiii  S*r.  AuBiN  then  fpbke  a^  fbltowSs-.^^Sh',  I  rife  up  to 
Ifccohd  ihis  motion  ;  and,  as  the  noble  Lord  'has  opened  it  in  {b  BA 
*tni  proper  a  manner,  and  as  I  do  not  doubf^but  that  other  Oentleitieh 
oVe  ready  loTupport  it,  mcrej^raaifed  inlpddeing,  of  greater  abSitics 
'znd  authority  than  myfclf,  I^m  the  lefs  anxious  about  the  iftjury  it 
may  receive  from  the  part  I  bear  -in  it.  I  think  4he  propdGtim  is  lb 
evident,  diat  it  wants  no  enforcement ;  it  comes  to  you  frdm  *the 
iroice  of  the  nation,  which,  thank 'God,  has  at  laft  found  admittaiicb 
•within  thd'e  walk. 

Innocence  is  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  that  it  camiot  bear  fnfpicron^ 
'^and  therefore  will  defire  enquiry;  becaufe  it  wHl  always  be  juiHfl^ 
Idj  it.  Guilt,  from  its  own  confcioufnefb,  will  ufe  fabterffages,  and  fty 
to  concealment;  and  the  more  righteous  and  authoritative  'die  efi^ 
tjuiry,  ihe  more  it  wiD  be  aV6idedi  becaufe  the  greater  will  be  the 
dread  of  punifhment. 

In  private  life,  I  am  contented  with  men's  vh-tues  only,  wrthottt 
feektng  for  opportunities  of  blame.  In  a  public  charader,  vriieft 
national  grievances  cry  aloud  for  enquiry  and  juftice,  it  is  our  duty 
to  porfoe  all  the  footfteps  of  guilt ;  and  the  loud,  the  pathetic  appeal 
of  my  conftituents,  71  ihbfe  fortlbly  perfuafive  than  any  motive  df 
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private  irndernefs.  This  Appeal  is  irot  tbe  chmouf  tff  Ya&ion^  on-. 
Mf  raifcd  to  ^ifturb  the  operation  of  government,  violent  for  t, 
iMlcy  andfoon  to  be  appealed.  It  is  the  complahit  of  lung  and 
ptfieat  fiifieringSy  a'  complaint  not  to  be  filenced ;  and  frimh  all  en* 
davoun  to  fapprefs  it,  would  only  make  more  importiiinate  and 
dimoroas.  It  is  the  folemn  appeal  of  the  whole  people^  of 'the  unitM 
body  of  oar  conftitvents,  in  xiiistime  of  national  cidaiiiity,  earneft^y  ' 
kfeeching  you,  in  a  fegal  parliamentary  way,  to  radrefe  their  griev* 
aoces,  to  revive  your  ancient  right  of  enquiry,  to  explore  the  moft 
rrnMCe  and  hidden  fouroes  >of  iniquity,  to  deteA  the  bold  authors 
of  their  diftrefs,  that  fhey  4nay  be  aoade  examples  of  national  juftice. 

It  is  to  you  they  appeal,  the  true,  the  genuine  reprefentative  of 
die  people.  Not  like  former  parlfaments,  an  inftritment  of  flate,  the 
prapertyof  a  minifter,'  puFchafed  >by  the  miffionaries  of  corruption, 
who  have  been  difperfed  through  the  kingdom,  and  Atnvilhed  With 
ihe  public  anoney  to  invade  all  natural  intereft,  by  poifoning  the 
BKmb  of  the  people.  Upon  this  trxtten  foundation  has  been  eredkd 
i  towering  &bric  of  oomiptioii :  a  moft  dafngerous  confpiracy  has 
keen  carried  on  again^  the  very  cfience  of  our  conftitution,  a  fonni- 
iAk  fyflem  of  cninifterial  power  has  been  formed,  fallacioufly 
tfuming,  under  conftitutiona!  appearances,  the  name  of  kgal  go-* 
vcmment. 

In  dtts  fyftem  we  have  feen  the  fevetal  offices  of  adminiftration, 
incariyielMving  themfelves  under  the  direflion  and  controul  of  one 
«»o:  while  this  fcheme  was  purfued,  tJie  nation  has  been  inglori* 
^J  patient  of  foreign  indignities ;  our  trade  has  been  moft  (ham^* 
^J  neglefled,  or  bafbly  betra3«d ;  a  war  with  an  impotent  enemy, 
■mA  amply  provided  for^  unfuccefsfuily  carried  on  ^  the  fiuth  of 
teties  bn^e ;  6or  natural  allies  defertted,  and  Mtakened  even  by 
^  power,  which  we  now  dread  for  want  of  their  ai&ftance. 

h  b  not  the  bare  removal  froih  office  that  will  (atisfy  the  nation, 
''P^ly  if  fueh  removal  is  dignified  with  the  higheft  marks  of  royal 
''"^r.  Tbis  oriy  gives  mankind  a  reafonable  fear,  that  his  Ma« 
5^bs  rather  condefcended  to  the  importunities^  than  adopted  the 
('pinion  of  his  people.  It  is  indeed  a  moft  gracious  condefcenfion,  a 
^Wgh  ihftance  of  his  Majeft/s  juft  intentions  to  remove  any  of 
W»fenrant«  upon  national  fufpicion;  but  it  will  give  hisMajefty  a  moft 
^Atourable  opinion  of  his  people,  if  he  is  not  fatisfied  that  this  fuf- 
F^^tras  juft.    It  is  the  unfortunate  fituation  of  arbitrary  Kings, 

that 

Digitized  by  VjjOOQIC 


Qt  DElATEON  [MARCH  9. 

that  dieylrmnr  the  fentimehts  of  their  people  only  from  whirperers  in 
their  clofet.  Our  monarchy  has  fecurer  eftahiifliments.  Our 
Sovereign  is  always  Aire  of  knowing  the  true  fenfe  of  his  peoplo,  be* 
canfelie  may  fee  it  through  the  proper,  the  conftitutional  medium  : 
but  then  this  medium  muft  be  pure,  it  muft  tranfmit  every  objeft  in 
its  leal  farm  and  its  natural  colours.  This  is  all  that  is  now  con* 
tended  for.  You  are  called  to  the  cxercife  of  your  juft  right  of  cik'- 
quhry,  that  bis  Majefty  may  fee  what  reafon  there  is  for  this  general 
inquietude. 

This  motion  is  of  a  general  nature,  whom  it  may  more  particularly 
afFeA,  I  fliall  not  determine.  But  there  is  a  great  perfon,  lately  at 
the  head  of  the  adminiftration,  who  ftands  foremoft,  the  principal 
•bjedl  of  national  fufpicion.  H^  furely  will  not  decline  this  enquiry, 
it  is  his  own  propofition,  he  has  frequently  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
adminiftration  thrown  down  his  gauntlet  here,  has  defured  your  en- 
quiries, and  has  refted  his  fate  on  your  juftice.  The  nation  accepts 
the  challenge,  they  join  ifitie  with  him,  they  are  now  defirous  to 
bring  Jbjs  great  caufe  in  judgment  before  you. 

It  muft  be  imputed  to  Ac  long  intermiifion  of  this  right  of  enquiry, 
that  the  people  have  now  this  caufe  of  complaint  j  had  the  admini- 
ftration of  this  great  perfon  been  fubmitted  to  the  conftitutional 
controuls,  had  his  conduct  undergone  AtiA  and  frequent  enquiries^ 
he  had  parts  and  abilities  to  have  done  great  honour  and  fenrice  to 
this  country.  But  the  will,  uncontrouled,  for  ever  muft  and  will 
produce  fecurity  and  wantonnefe  i  nor  can  moderation  and  despotic 
power  fubfift  long  together. 

In  vain  do  we  admire  the  outlines  of  our  conftitution,  in  vain  do 
we  boaft  of  tbofe  wife  and  falutary  reftraints,  which  our  anceftors, 
at  the  expence  of  their  blood  and  treafure,  have  wifely  impofed  upon 
monarchy  itfelf,  if  it  is  to  be  a  conftitution  in  theory  only,  if  this 
cvaftve  do£^rine  is  to  be  admitted,  that  a  feilew-lubjed  of  our  own, 
perhaps  of  the  loweft  rank  among  us,  may  be  delegated  by  the 
Crown  to  exercife  the  admiiviftration  of  government,  with  abfcdutCy 
uncontroulable  dominion  over  us  s  which  muft  be  the  cafe,  if  mini-* 
fterial  conduA  is  not  liable  to  parliamentary  enquiries. 

If  I  did  not  think  this  motion  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  proceed-^ 
ings  of  the  Senate,  if  I  thought  it  was  meant  to  introduce  any  pro* 
cedure  which  was  not  ftri£tly  confonant  to  the  laws  and  conftitiition 
of  my  country,  I  do  moft  felcmnly  proteft  I  would  be  againft  it* 
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Hot  as  Lappidieiid  it  to  arife  from  the  nature  and  fpirit  of  our 
codbtnticm^  as  it  will  iekni  the  innocent,  and  can  be  detrimental 
only  to  the  guilty,  I  do  moft  heartily  fecond  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Hsn&y  Peiham  oppofed  the  motion  to  the  following 
efiS :— Sir,  If  it  was  not  daily  to  be  obferved,  bow  nsuch  the  minds 
of  tbe  wifeft  and  moft  moderate  men  are  elated  with  fuccefs,  and 
\m  often  thofe,  who  have  been  able  to  furmount  the  ftrongeft 
oUacles  with  unwearied  diligence,  and  to  preferve  their  fortitude 
vfluken  amidft  hourly  dilappointments,  have  been  betrayed  by  flight 
aivantages  into  indecent  exultations,  unreafonable  confidence,  and 
chimerical  hopes  -,  had  I  not  long  remarked  the  infatuation  of  prof* 
'  penty,  and  die  pride  of  triumph,.  I  ihould  not  have  heard  the  motion 
which  has  been  now  made  without  aftonifhment. 

It  has  been  long  the  bufine&  or  the  amufement  of  the  Gentlemen, 
who,  having  for  feme  time  conferred  upon  themfelves  die  venerable 
tides  of  patriots,  advocates  for  the  people,  and  defenders  of  the  con- 
titution,  have  at  length  perfuaded  part  of  the  nation  to  dignify  them 
with  die  fame  appellation,  to  difplay  in  the  moft  pathetic  language, 
«Mi  aggravate  with  the  moft  hyperbolical  exaggerations,  the  wanton* 
Kis  widi  which  the  late  miniftry  exercifed  their  power,  the  exorbi-* 
tuce  of  their  demands,  and  the  violence  of  their  meafures.  They 
have  indulged  their  imaginations,  which  have  always  been  fufficiently  ^ 
fnuthl  in  &tire  and  inveSive,  by  repr^fenting  them  as  men  in  whon» 
^  legard  to  decency  or  reputation  was  extinguifhed,  rtien  who  no 
loflgcr  fubmieted  to  wear  the  mafk  of  hypocrify,  or  thought  the  eileem 
of  mankind  worth  their  care ;  who  had  ceafed  to  profefs  any  regard 
to  tbe  wdfaie  of  their  country,  or  any  defire  of  advancing  the  public 
hfginek ;  and  who  no  longer  defired  any  'other  efFeds  of  their 
power,  than  the  fecurity  of  themfelves  and  the  conqueft  of  their 
<fpoDents. 

Such,  Sir,  has  been  the  character  of  the  miniftry,  which,  by  the 
iaceflant  endeavours  of  thefe  difinterefted  patriots,  has  been  carried 
to  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  empire,  and  difleminated  through  all 
die  d^ees  of  the  people*  Every  man,  whom  they  could  enlift 
among  their  pupils,  whom  they  could  perfuade  to  fee  with  their  eyes, 
ladier  than  his  own,  and  who  was  not  fo  ftubborn  as  to  require 
froofs  of  their  aflertions,  and  reafons  of  their  condu£l  s  every  man 
Kho,  having  no  fentiments  of  his  own,  hoped  to  become  important 
h^hoing  thofe  of  his  inftru^ors,  ^as  taught  to  think  and  to  fay, 
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due  the:  court  was  filled  with  opea  corraptisn ;  thar  4ie  g^prateft 
and.  the  wife&men  of  the.  kingdom  fet  tb^rdvts?  piri^Ucly  to  faleji 
and  held  w  open  traffic  fbc  votes  and  placet ;  that  whoever  engaged 
in  the  party  of  the  minifter,  declared  Jitmfelf  ready,  to  rupp<M't  his 
cau&.agaii^tnith^and  reafon^  and  conviAion^  and  was  no  longef 
awkr  die  icftraiot  of  fhame  or  virtue.  ' 

Tfaefe  afiertioDS^  hardy  as  they  were,  they  endeaivdured  to  fuj^ti 
hy  inftances  of  meafures>  which  they  defcribed  as  having  no  ochcP 
tendency,  than  to  advance  the  court  to  abfolute  authority,  to  en(l»v<l 
At  nation,  or  to  betray  it :  and  more  happily  would  they  have  propa-' 
gated  their  fyfteai,  and  much  fooner  would  they  have  obtained  wt 
general  declaration  of  the  people  in  their  fiivour,  had  they  been  abk 
to  have  produced  a  motion  like  this. 

,  Sfaouid  die  influence  of  thefe  men  increafe,  (hould  they  grow  fecore 
.  in  the  pofieffion  of  their  power,  by  any  new  methods  of  deluding  the 
people,  what  wonderful  eaq>edients,  what  unbeftrd-of  methods  of 
government  may  not  be  expeSed  from  them  ?  What  degrees  of  vio- 
lence may  they  not  be  (ufpokd  to  praAife,  who  have  flttflied  didf 
new  authority  by  a  motion  which  was  never  proje^d  fince  the  firft 
axiftence  of  our  government,  or  ofiered  by  the  moft  arbitraxy  mini-* 
iter  in  all  the  confidence  of  an  eftabliihed  majority. 

It  may  perhaps  be  imagined  by  many  of  thofe  who  are  unacquainted 
with  fenaeorial  aiiairs,  as  many  of  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  ma/ 
without  any  reproach  be  fuppoTed  to  be,  that  I  have  made  ufe  of 
thofe  arts  againft  the  patriots  which  they  have  folong  praiH^  againft 
the  court ;  that  I  have  exaggerated  the  enormity  of  the  motion  by 
vnjuft  comparifens,  or  rhetorical  flights ;  and  that  there  will  be  nd^ 
therdaoger  nor  inc^vemence  in  complying  widi  it  to  any  but  thofe 
who  have  betrayed  their  truft,  or  negleded  their  duty. 

I  doubt  not,  but  many  of  thofe  with  whom  this  motion  has  been 
concerted,  have  approved  it  without  feeing  all  its  confequenccs ;  and 
have  been  betrayed  into  that  approbation  by  a  laudable  zesd  for  their 
country,  and  an  honeft  indignadon  againft  comipdon  and  treachery^ 
by  a  virtuous  defire  of  deteding  wickednefs,  and  of  fecuring  ottf 
conftitudon  from  any  future  dangers  or  attacks. 

For  the  fake  therefore  of  thefe  Gendemen,  whom  I  cannot  but 
fitppofe  willing  to  follow  the  didbtes  of  their  own  confctendes,  and 
to  ad  upoR^juft  motives,  I  (ball  endeavour  to  lay  open  the  nattu^  of 
this  extraprdinary  modon,  and  doubt  not  but  that  when  theyfind  k; 
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«  k  win  imqiittftioiiaUy  appear^  unreafonablc  in  ittUf^  aii4  <kingcious 
to  pofierkf,  they  will  ^ange  their  opinion  for  the  fame  ceafoos  aa^ 
tk^  embraced  it,  aod  prefei  the  happinda  of  their  couatry  to  tb«f 
fnfycxkf  of  tbtir  party. 

Agaiaft  aa  enquiry  into  the  cosdud  of  all  foreign  and  domeftic, 
afatrsfiDr  twmty  years  paft,  it  is  no.weakvargumqnt  that  it  k  withoin 
pRcedent ;  that  neidwr  the  sealof  patriotifin,  nor  the  xage  of  fii£tion> 
CKT  pcoduced  fuch  a.  motipn  in  any  former  age^  It  cannot  be; 
faihied  by  diofe  whet  have  read  our  hiftoiiesy  that  formerly  o^t 
camtxj  has  produced  mea  eqoally  defirouS;  of  dete£Ung  wtckednefi,. 
aod  (ccuriog  liberty,  wkh  wk  who  are*  now  congratulatisig  their- 
Gonffitoents  on  ite.  fucceis  of  their  labours ;  ag4  that  faAion  has 
fiaelkd  in  former  times  to  a  height,  at  which  it  may  reafonably  bft 
hoped  it  will  never  arrive  i^ain,  'tis  too  evident  to  be  contro* 
wrted* 

What  Chen  can  we  ikppole  was  the  reaibn»  that  lysilher  indigna* 
tioD,  noriotegrity,  nor  rdentment,  ever  before  diredcd  a  motion  lika 
tbisf  Was  it  not,  becaufe  it  neither  will  ferve  the  purpofes  of  ho^ 
oeiy,  nor  wickednefs  ^  that  it  would  have  defeaited  the  defigns  o£ 
gpod,  and  betrayed  thofe  of  bad  me* ;  that  it  would  have  givea 
pBtriodiai  an  appctomee  of  fa^ion^  rather  than  have  vefted  ia&ion 
«itk  the  di^uifb  of  patriotifm. 

It  caaooc  be  fuppofed,  that  the  £igacity  of  thejfe  Geatlenien» 
hovtirer greats  has  enaUed  them  to  difcover  a  method  (^proceeding 
vittch  efcaped  the*  penetration  of  our  anceftors,  fo  long  celebrated 
6r  die  flrength  of  their  underftanding,  and  the  extent  of  thc;ir 
biowledge.  For  it  is  evident,  that  without  any  uncommon  efibrt 
^  die  intelle&nal  faculttes,  he  that  propofe^  a»  enquiry  for  a  year 
paft,  might  have  made  the  fame  propo£U  with  regard  to  a  longer 
tiae;  and  it  is  therefore  probable,  that  the  limitation  of  the  t^m  is 
fccftdof  bis  knowledge,  rather  than  of  his  ignorance* 

And  indeed  the  abfiirdity  of  an  univerfal  enquiry  for  twenty  years 
fA  is  fitch,  that  no  man  whofe  ftatbn  has  given  htm  .opportttnitiea^ 
«f  being  acquainted  widi  public  bufinefs,  could  have  propofed  it» 
had  he  not  been  mif-led  by  the  vehemence  of  refentment,  or  biafled 
^the  iixret  operation  of  fome  motives  different  from  public  good  ^ 
i^  it  is  no  le&  than  a  propofid  for  an  attempt  impoiSble  to  be  exe^ 
Wei,  and  of  which  the  execution^  if  it  could  be  efieAed,  would  bn 
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Were  ouir'nation.  Sir,  like  feme  of  the  inland  kingdoms  of  the 
continent,  or  the  barbarous  empire  of  Japa|)»  without  commerce, 
widiout  alliances,  without  taxes,  and  without  competition  with 
other  nations ;  did  we  depend  only  on  the  produd  of  our  own  foil  to 
fupport  us,  and  the  ftrength  of  our  own  arms  to  defend  us,  wiAout 
any  intercourfe  with  diftant  empire,  or  any  felicitude  about  foreign 
affairs,  were  the  lame  meafures  uniformly  purfued,  the  government 
fupported  by  the  fame  revenues,  and  adminiftered  with  the  (ame- 
views,  it  might  not  be  impradicable  to  examine  the  condud  of 
afiairs  i  both  foreign  and  domeftic,  for  twenty  years ;  becaufe  every 
year  would  afford  only  a  tranfcript  of  the  accounts  of  the  laft. 

But  how  different  is  the  ftate  of  Briuin,  a  nation  whofe  traffic  is 
extended  over  die  earth,  whole  revenues  are  every  year  different  or 
differently  applied,  which  is  daily  engaging  in  new  treaties  of  al- 
liance, or  forming  new  regulations  of  trade  with  almoft  every 
nation,  however  diftant,  which  has  undertaken  the  arduous  and  in- 
tricate employments  of  fuperintendine  the  interefts  ,of  all  foreign 
empires,  and  maintaining  the  equipoiie  of  the  French  powers,  which 
receives  ambafladors  from  all  the  neighbourii^  princes,  and  extends 
its  regard  to  the  limits  of  the  world. 

In  fuch  a  nation,  every  year  produces  negotiations  of  peace,  or 
preparations  for  war,  new  fchemes  and  different  meafures,  by  which 
expences  are  fometimes  increafed,  and  fometimes  retrenched.  In 
fuch  a  nation,  every  thing  is  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  viciffitude-;  be-- 
caufe  its  meafures  are  feldom  the  effeds  of  choice,  but  of  neceffity^ 
arifing  from  the  change  of  conduA  in  other  powers. 

Nor  is  the  multiplicity  and  intricacy  of  our  domeftic  affairs  lefs 
remarkable  or  particailar.  It  is  too  well  known  that  our  debts^  are 
great,  and  our  taxes  numerous ;  that  our  funds,  appropriated  to  par- 
ticular purpojfes,  are  at  fome  times  deficient,  and  at  others  redun* 
dant ;  and  that  therefore  the  money  arifmg  from  the  fame  impofts,  is 
differently  applied  in  different  years.  To  afiert  that  this  fluduation 
produces  intricacy,  tnay  be  imagined  a  cenfure  of  thofe  to  whofe 
care  our  accounts  are  committed ;  but  furely  it  muft  be  owned,  that 
our  accounts  are  made  neceflarily  lefs  uniform  and  regular,  and  fuch 
as  muft  require  a  longer  time  for  a  complete  examination. 

Whoever  (hall  fet  his  foot  in  our  offices,  and  obferve  the  nuoaber 
of  papers  with  which  the  traniaAions  of  the  laft  twenty  years  have 
filled  them,  will  not  need  any  arguments  againft  this  motion.   When 
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k  iees  the  number  of  writings  which  fuch  an  enquiry  will  make 
oeceflary  to  be  perufed,  compared,  and  extra£ted,  the  accounts 
iririch  muft  be  examined  and  oppofed  to  others,  the  intelligence  from 
fcreiga  courts  which  muft  be  confidered,  and  the  eftimates  of  do* 
aeftic  expences  which  muft  be  difcufled  ;  he  will  own,  that  whoever 
is  doomed  to  the  ta(k  of  this  enquiry,  would  be  happy  in  exchanging 
kis  condition  with  that  of  the  miners  of  America,  and  that  the  moft 
refolute  induftry,  however  excited  by  ambition,  or  animated  by 
{ntriotifin,  muft  fink  under  the  weight  of  endlels  labour. 
'  If  it  be  confidered  how  many  are  employed  in  the  public  offices^ 
itmuftbeconfeflcd  either  that  the  national  treafure  is  fquandered  in 
Waries  upon  men  who  have  no  employment,  or  that  twenty  years 
may  be  realbnably  fuppofed  to  produce  more  papers  than  a  commit- 
tee can  examine ;  and,  indeed,  if  the  committee  of  enquiry  be  not 
fflore  numerous  than  has  ever  been  appointed,  it  may  be  afterted^ 
vithout  exaggeration,  that  the  enquiry  into  our  affairs  for  twenty 
years  paft,  will  not  be  accurately  performed  in  lefs  than  twenty  years 
to  come;  in  which  time  tnofe'whofe  conduA  is  now  fuppofed  to 
bave  given  the  phief  occafion  to  this  motion,  may  be  expcded  to 
be  removed  for  ever  from  the  malice  of  calumny,  and  the  rage  of 
foiectttion. 

But  if  it  fliould  be  imagined  by  thofe  who,  having  never  been 
^npged  in  public  afiairs,  cannot  properly  judge  of  their  intricacy 
^  extent^  that  fuch  an  enquiry  is  in  i:eality  fo  ht  from  being  im- 
fKKffiUe,  that  it  is  only  the  work  of  a  few  months,  and  that  the 
^I'oar  of  it  will  be  amply  recompenfed  by  the  difcoveries  which  it 
will  produce,  let  them  but  fo  long  fufpend  the  jgratification  of  their 
cfiriofity,  as  to  confider  the  nature  of  that  demand  by  which  they 
tre  about  to  fatisfy  it.  A  demand  by  which  nothing  lefs  is  required 
(ban  diat  all  the  fecrets  of  our  government  fliould  be  made 
pttUic 

It  is  known  in  general  to  every  man,  whofe  employment  or  amufe- 
SKot  it  has  been  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  French  kingdoms,  that 
Iheljift  twenty  years  have  been  a  time  not  of  war,  but  of  negotia* 
K;  a  period  crowned  with  projedls,  and  machinations  often  niore 
'ttigerous  than  violence  and  invafions ;  and  that  thefe  projects  have 
■een  countcraSed  by  oppofite  fchemes,  that  treaties  have  been  de- 
led by  treaties,  and  one  alliance  overbalanced  by  another. 
•  Vol.  IL  H  Such 
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Such  a  train  of  tranfaSions,  in  which  almoft  every  court  of  Franca 
has-been  engaged,  muft  have,  given  occafion  to  many  private  con- 
ferences, and  fccret  negotiations  ;  many  defigns  rftuft  have  been  dif- 
covered  by  informers  who  gave  their  intelligence  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives,  and  been  defeated  fometimes  by  fecret  ftipulations,  and 
fometimes  by  a  judicious  diftribution  of  money  to  thofe  who  pre- 
iided  in  fenates  or  councils. 

Evcfy  man  muft  immediately  be  convinced,  that  by  the  enquiry 
now  propofed,  all  fchefe  fecrets  will  be  brought  to.  light ;  that  one 
prince  will  bq  informed  of  the  treachery  of  his  fervants,  and  another 
^fec  his  own  cowardice  or  venality  expofed  to  the  world.  It  is  plain, 
that  the  channels  of  intelligence  will  be  for  ever  flopped,  and  that 
no  prince  will  enter  into  private  treaties  with  a  monarch  who  is 
denied  by  the  conftit'ution  of  his  empire,  the  privilege  of  concealing 
'  his  own  meafures.  It  is  evident,  that  out  enemies  may  hereafter 
plot  our  ruin  in  full  fccurity,  and  that  Our  allies  will  no  longer  treat 
us  With  confidence. 

Since  therefore  the  enquiry  bow  demanded  is  impoffible,  the  mo- 
tion oughfc  to  be  rejefted  ;  as  it  can  have  no  other  tendency  than  to 
expofe  the  fcnate  and  the  nation  to  ridicule ;  and  fmce  if  it  could  be 
performed,  it  would  produce  confequences  fatal  to  our  government, 
as  it  would  expofe  our  moft  fecret  meafures  to  our  enemies,  and 
weaken  the  confidence  of  our  allies.  I  hope  every  man  who  regards 
cither  his  oWn  reputation,  or  that  of  the  fenate,  or  profeffes  any  fo- 
licitude  for  the  public  good,  will  oppofe  the  motion. 

Lord  QuARENDOM  fpoke  to  this  efFeft :— Sir,  I  am  alwaj^  in- 
clined to  fufpcft  a  man  who  endeavours  rather  to  terrify  than  per- 
liiade.  Exaggerations  and  hyperboles  are  feldom  made  ufe  of  by 
him  who  has  any  real  arguments  to  produce.  The  reafonablenefe  of 
this  motion,  (of  which  I  was  convinced  when'  I  firft  heard  it,  and 
of  which,  I  believe,  no  man  can  doubt  who  is  not  afraid  of  the 
enquiry  propofed  by  it,)  is  now  in  my  opinion  evinced  by  the  weak 
oppofition  which  has  been  made  by  the  Honourable  Gentleman,  p 
whofc  abilities  I  cannot  deny  this  atteftation,  that  the.caufc  which  hf 
cannot  defend,  has  very  little  to  hope  from  any  other  advocate. 

And  furely  he  cannot,  even  by  thofe  who^  whenever  he  (jieafai! 
ftand  prepared  to  applaud  him,  be  thought  to  have  produced  afff 
formidable  •argument  againft  the  enquiry,  who  has  advanced  litdtf 
more  than  that  it  is  impoffible  to  be  performed, 

Impoffibilitf 
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Iiapofibility  is  a  formidable  found  to  ignorance  and  cowardice  ; 
bat  experience  has  often  difcovered,  that  it  is  only  a  found  uttered  by 
Ifaofe  who  have  nothing  elfe  to  fay  -,  and  courage  readily  furmountfi 
thofe  obfiacles  that  iuik  the  lazy  and  timorous  into  defpair. 

That  there  are  indeed  impoflibilities  in  nature,  cannot  be  denied* 
There  may  be  fchemes  formed  which  i^o  wife  man  will  attempt  to 
execute,  becaufe  he  will  know  that  they  cannot  fucceed ;  but  furely 
ihe  examination  of  arithmetical  dedu6Hons,  or  the  confideration  of 
treaties  and  conferences,  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  number  of 
ifflpofiUe  defigns ;  unlefs,  as  it  may  fometimes  happen,  the  treaties 
and  calculations  are  unintelligible. 

The  only  difficulty  that  can  arife,  muft  be  produced  by  the  con- 
/tifion  and  perplexity  of  our  public  tranfadions,  the  inconfiftency  of 
cur  tieades,  and  the  fallacioufheis  of  our  eftimates ;  but  I  hope  no 
nan  will  urge  thefe  as  arguments  againft  the  motion.  An  enquiry 
ought  to  be  promoted,-  that  confuiion  may  be  reduced  to  order,  and 
that  the  diftribution  of  the  public  money  may  be  regulated.  If  the  • 
cxamiAation  be  difficult,  it  ftght  to  be  fpeedily  performed^  becaufe 
thofe  difficulties  are  daily  increafing;  if  it  be  impoi&ble,  it  ought  to 
be  attempted^  that  thoft  methods  of  forming  calculations  may  be 
thaaged,  which  make  them  impoffible  to  be  examined. 

Mr.  FbwKES  replied  in  the  manner  following: — Sir,  to  treat 
*ith  contempt  thofe  arguments  which  cannot  readily  be  anfwered,  is 
the  common  praflice  of  difputants ;  but  as  it  is  contrary  to  that 
candour  and  ingenuity  which  is  infeparable  from  zeal  forjuftice  and 
love  of  truth,  it  always  raifes  a  fufpicion  of  private  views,  and  of 
defigns,  which  however  they  may  be  concealed  by  fpecious  appear- 
ances, and  vehement  profefiions  of  integrity  and  fmcerity,  tend  in 
reality  to  the  promotion  of  fome  fecrct  intereft,  or  the  gratification 
«f  fome  darling  paffion.     It  is  reafonable  to  imagine,  that  he,  who 
•ifl^lhe  examination  of  public  queftions,  calls  in  the  afSftance  of  ar- 
•tifice  and  fc^hiftry,  is  aftuated  rather  by  the  rage  of  perfecution, 
ifcan  the  ardour  of  patriotifm,j  that  he  is  purfuing  an  enemy,  rather 
^kaa detecting  a  criminal ;  and  that  he  declaims  againft  the  abufe  of 
power  in  another,  only  that  he  may  more  cafily  obtain  it  hiftifelf. 
■    In  fenatorial  debates,  I  have  often  known  this  method  of  eafy 
^•ofiitation  praftifed,  fomeitimes  with  more  fuccefs,  and  fometime* 
"^Wi  left.    I  haviB  often  known  ridicule  of  ufe,  when  re%(bn  has  been 
iaScd,  and  fcen  .thofe  affedl  to  defpifc  their  opponents,  who  have 
f  H  2  be<uf 
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been  able  to  produce  nothing  againll  them  but  artful  allufions  to  pait 
debates,  (atirical  infinuations  of  dependence,  or  hardy  aiTertions  un- 
fupported  by  proofs.  By  thefe  arts  I  have  known  the  young  and 
unexperienced  kept  in  fufpence ;  I  have  feen  the  cautious  and  diffi- 
dent taught  to  doubt  of  the  plaineft  truths;  and  the  bold  and  (an- 
guine perfuaded  to  join  in  the  cry,  and  bunt  down  reafon  after  the 
example  of  their  leaders. 

But  a  bolder  attempt  to  difarm  argument  of  its  force,  and  to  per- 
plex the  underilanding,  has  not  often  been  made,  than  this  which  I 
am  now  endeavouring  to'oppofe.  A  motion  has  been  made  and 
fcconded  fdr  an  enquiry,  to  which  it  is  objected,  not  that  it  is  ille- 
gal, not  that  it  is  inconvenient,  not  that  it  is  unncceflary,  but  that 
it  is  itnpojfthle.  An  objeftion  more  formidable  cannot,  in  my  opi- 
nion, eafily  be  made  ;  nor  can  it  be  imagined  that  tbofe  men  would 
think  any  other  worthy  of  an  attentive  examination,  who  can  pafs 
over  this  as  below  their  regard  ;  yet  even  this  has  produced  no  an- 
fwer,  but  contemptuous  raillery,  and  violent  exclamation. 

What  arguments  thefe  Gentlemen  require,  it  is  not  cafy  to  con- 
jedure ;  or  how  thofe  who  difapprove  their  meafures,  may  with  any 
hope  of  fuccefs  difpute  againft  them.  Thofe  impetuous  fpirits  that 
break  fo  eafily  through  the  bars  of  impoffibility,  will  fcarcely  fuflfer 
their  career  to  be  flopped  by  any  other  reftraint ;  and  it  may  be  rca- 
fonably  feared,,  that  arguments  from  juftice,  or  law,  or  policy,  will 
have  little  fprce  upon  thefe  daring  minds,  who  in  the  tranfports  of 
their  newly  a^cquired  victory,  trample  impoffibility  under  their  feet, 
and  imagine,  that  tQ  thofe  who  have  vanquifhed  the  miniftry,  every 
thing  is  pra£licable. 

That  this  enquiry  would  be  the  work  of  years ;  that  it  will  employ 
greater  numbers  than  were  ever  deputed  by  this  Houfe  on  foch  an 
occafion  before  ;  that  it  would  deprive  the  nation  of  the  councils  of 
the  wifeft  and  moft  experienced  members  of  this  Houfe,  (for  fuch 
only  ought  to  be  cbofen,)  at  a  time  when  all  Europe  is  in  arms, 
when  our  allies  are  threatened  not  only  with  fubje£lion,  but  annihi- 
lation; when  the  French  are  reviving  their  ancient  fchemes,  and 
projecting  the  conquefl:  of  the  continent ;  and  that  it  will  therefore 
interrupt  our  attention  to  more  important  affairs,  and  difable  us* 
from  refcuing  our  confederates,  is  inconteftibly  evident;  nor  can  the 
wifeft  or  the  moft  experienced  determine  how  far  its  confequences 
may  extend,  or  inform  us,  whether  it  may  not  expofe  our  commerce 

-     '  to 
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(0  be  deftroyed  by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  liberties  of  all  the  nations 
round  us  to  be  infringed  by  the  French  j  whether  it  may  not  termi- 
jatc  in  the  lofs  of  our  independence,  and  the  deftru£lion  of  our 
religion. 

Such  are  the  cffefts  ivhich  may  be*  expected  from  an  attempt  to 
make  the  enquiry  propofcd  ;  cfFecls,  to  which  no  proportionate  ad- 
rantages  can  be  expeded  from  it,  fmce  it  has  been  already  fhewn^ 
that  it  can  never  be  compleated  j  and  to  which,  though  the  indefa- 
tigable indufiry  of  curiofity  or  malice  ihould  at  length  break  through 
all  obftacles,  and  lay  all  the  tranfadions  of  twenty  years  open  to  the 
world,  no  difcoveries  would  be  equivalent. 

That  any  real  difcoveries  of  mifcondu(^  would  be  made,  that  the 
intereft  of  our  country  would  be  found  ever  to  have  been  laeily 
negieded,  or  treacheroufly  betrayed,  that  any  of  our  rights  have 
been  cidicr  yielded  by  cowardice,  or  fold  by  avarice,  or  that  our 
coemies  have  gained  any  advantage  over  us  by  the  connivance  or 
ignorance  of  our  minifters,.!  am  indeed  very  far  from  believing; 
but  as  I  am  now  endeavouring  to  convince  thofe  of  the  impropriety 
of  this  motion,  who  have  long  declared  themfelves  of  a  different 
opinion,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  afk,  what  advantage  they  propofe 
bj  deteding  errors  of  twenty  years,  which  are  now  irretrievable ; 
of  enquiring  into  fraudulent  pratSlices,  of  which  the  authors  and  thp 
»gtnts  arc  now  probably  in  their  graves ;  and  expofing  meafures,  of 
which  all  the  inconveniencies  h^ve  beei^  already  felt,  and  which  have 
now  c^fed  to  afFefi  us. 

If  it  be  wife  to  neglect  oqr  prefcnt  intereft  for  the  fake  of  enquiring 
intopaft  roifcsirriages,  and  the  enquiry  nowpropofed  be  in  itfelf  pof- 
fible,  I  have  no  obje&ions  to  the  prefent  motio^;  but  as  I  think  the 
confufed  ftate  of  Europe  demands  our  utmoft  attention,  and  the 
proiecution  of  the  war  againft  Spain  is  in  itfelf  of  far  more  importance 
than  th^  examination  of  all  paft  tranfa£lions^  I  cannot  but  think, 
;bat  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country  requires  that  I  (hould  d&- 
dare  myfelf  unwilling  to  concur  in  any  propofal,  that  may  unnecef- 
firily  divert  our  thoughts  or  dl{lra£t  our  counfels. 

Lord  Percival  then  rofe  and  fpokc  to  the  following  purpofe  :-- 
Sir,  to  difcourage  good  defigns  by  reprefentatlons  of  the  danger  of 
atteafpting,  and  the  difficulty  of  executing  them,  has  been  at  all  times 
the  prafiice  of  thofe  whofe  intereft  has  been  threatened  by  them.  A 
|iratc  never  foils  to  intimidate  his  purfuers  by  exaggerating  the  num.- 

H  3  ber 
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ber  and  refolution  of  his  crew,  the  ftrength  of  his  vcflcls,  and  the 
fccurity  of  his  retreats.  A  cheat  difcouragcs  a  profecution  by  dwel- 
ling upon  his  knowledge  of  all  the  arts  and  fubterfuges  of  the  law, 
the  fteadinefs  of  his  witncfles,  and  the  experience  of  his  agents. 

To  raifefelfc  terrors  by  artful  appearances  is  part  of  the  art  of  war, 
nor  can  the  general  be  denied  praifc,  who  by  an  artful  difpofition  6f 
a  fmall  body,  difcourages  thofe  enemies  from  attacking  him  by  whom 
he  would  certainly  be  overcome;  but  then  fureiy  the  appearance 
ought  to  be  fuch  as  may  reafonably  be  expected  to  deceive  ;  for  a 
flratagcm  toq  grofs  only  produces  contempt  and  confidence,  and 
adds  the  vexation  of  being  ridiculous  to  the  calamity  of  being 
defeated. 

Whether  this  will  be  the  fate  of  the  advocates  for  the  miniftry  I  am 
hot  able  to  determine ;  but  furely  they  have  forgot  the  refolution 
with  which  their  enemies  bore  up  for  many  years  againft  their  fuperi- 
ority,  and  the  condu£l  by  which  at  laft  they  defeated  the  united  in- 
fluence of  power  and  money  ;  if  they  hope  to  difcourage  them  from 
an  attack,  by  rcprefenting  the  bulk  and  ftrength  of  their  paper  fortifi- 
cations. They  have  loft  all  memory  of  the  excife  and  the  conven- 
tion, who  can  believe  their  eloquence  fufEciently  powerful  to  fcvincc, 
that  the  enquiry  now  propofed  ought  to  be  numbered  among 
impoflibilities. 

Whoever,  Sir,  Is  acquainted  with  their  methods  of  negociation, 
will  indeed  eafily  believe  the  papers  fufficienily  numerous,  and  the 
taflc  of  examining  them  fuch  as  no  man  would  willingly  undertake; 
for  it  does  not  appear  for  what  end  the  immenfe  fums  which  late 
Senates  have  granted,  were  expended,  except  for  the  payment  of 
fccrctaries,  and  minifters,  and  couriers.     But  whatever  care  has  been 
employed  to  perplex  every  tranfadion  with  ufelefs  circumftances,  and 
to  croud  every  office  with  needlefs  papers,  it  will  be  long  before  they 
convince  us,    that  it  is  impoffible  to  examine  them.     They  may 
doubtlefs  be  in  time  perufed,  though  perhaps  they   can   never  be 
underftood. 

The  utmoft  inconvenience,  Sir,  that  can  be  feared,  is  the  ncccf-* 
■fity  of  engaging  a  greater  number  of  hands  than  on  former  occafions^ 
and  it  will  be  no  difagreeable  method  to  the  public,  if  we  employ  fofne 
of  the  clerks  which  have  been  retained  only  for  the  fake  of  gratifying 
the  leaders  of  boroughs,  or  advancing  the  diftant  delations  of  the  de- 
fenders of  the  miniftry,.  in  unravelling  thofe  proceedings  which  thqf 
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Javc  been  hitherto  hired  only  to  cmbarrafs,  and  in  detefting  fome  of 
thofeabufcs  to  which  the  will  of  their  matters  has  made  them  inftru- 
jDcntal ;  that  they  may  at  laft  defer ve,  in  fome  degree,  the  (lUaries 
ffhich  they  have  enjoyed,  may  requite  the  public  for  their  part  of 
its  fpoils,  by  contributing  to  the  punifbnicnt  of  the  principal  plun- 
derers, and  leave  their  offices,  of  which  I  hope  the  number  will  hp 
quickly  diminiibed,  with  the  fatlsfaclion  of  having  defer ved  at  laft  the 
0anks  of  their  country. 

By  this  expedient,  Sir,  the  enquiry  will  be  made  at  leaft  poifibI<» 
and  I  hope,  though  it  fiiould  ftill  remain  difficult,  thofe  who  have  b 
longftrugglcd  for  the  prefervation  of  their  country^  and  who  have  at 
laft  feen  their  labours  rewarded  with  fuccefs,  will  not  be  difcouragc4 
from  purfuijig  it. 

The  noceffity  of  fuch  an  enquiry  will  grow  every  day  more  urgent ; 
becaufe  wielded  men  wiirbe  hardened  in  confidence  of  impunity,  and 
the  difficulty,  fuch  as  it  is,  will  be  increafed  by  every  delay ;  for  what 
jiowinalQes  an  enquiry  difficult,  or  in  the  ftile  of  thefe  mighty  politi-^ 
cians  impoffible,  )>ut  the  length  of  time  that  hs^s  elapfed  fmce  the  laft 
^  portion  of  this  right  qf  the  Senate,  and  the  multitude  of  ^tranf- 
fSdon^  which  are  necefiarily  to  be  examined  ? 

What  is  this  year  an  irkfome  and  tedious  tafk,  will  in  another 
year  require  fiill  more  patience  and  labour  i  and  though  1  cannot  be- 
Ue?e  that  it  will  ever  become  impoffible,  it  will  undoubtedly  in  time 
be  (afficient  to  weary  the  moft  active  induftry,  and  to  difcourage  the 
poft  ardent  zeal. 

The  chief  argument  therefore  that  has  been  hitherto  employed  to 
difcourage  ps  from  an  enquiry,  ought  rather,  in  my  opinion,  to  in- 
cite us  to  it.  We  ought  to  remember,  that  while  the  enemies  of  our 
country  are  fortifying  themfclves  behind  an  endlefs  multiplicity  of 
negociatipns  and  accounts,  every  day  adds  new  ftrcngth  to  their 
intrenchments,  and  that  we  ought  lo  force  them  while  they  are  yet 
Vnable  to  refift  or  efcape  us. 

Sir  Wm.  Yonoe  then  fpoke  to  the  following  efFefl : — Sir,  how- 
ever I  may  be  convinced  in  my  own  opinion  of  the  impradlicability 
of  the  enquiry  now  propofed,  whatever  confidence  I  may  repofe  in 
the  cxtcnfive  knowledge  and  long  experience  of  thofe,  by  whom  it 
has  been  openly  pronounced  not  only  difficult  but  impoffible,  I  think 
there  are  arguments  againft  the  motion,  which  though  perhaps  not 
.    "     .      H  4  Wronger 
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fironger  in  themfelves,  (for  what  objedlion  can  be  ftronger  than  im- 
poffibility)  ought  at  Icaft  more  powerfully  to  incite  us  to  oppofe  it. 

Of  the  impoffibility  of  executing  this  enquiry,  thofc  who  have  pro* 
pcfed  it  well  deferve  to  be  convinced,  not  by  arguments  but  expert* 
cnce  i  they  deferve  not  to  be  diverted  by  perfuafions  from  engaging  in 
a  ta(k,  which  they  have  voluntarily  determined J:o  undergo;  a  u(k 
which  neither  honour,  nor  virtue,  nor  neceffity  has  impofed  upon 
them,  and  to  which  it  may  juftly  be  fufpeScd,  that  ^hey  would  not 
have  fubmitted  upon  any  other  motives,  than  thofe  by  which  their 
condud  has  hitherto  been  generally  dire&ed,  ambition  and  re- 
fentment. 

Men  who  upon  fuch  principles  condemn  themfelves  to  labours 
which  they  cannot  fupport,  furely  deferve  to  perifh  in  the  execution  of 
their  own  projeds,  to  be  overwhelmed  by  the  burdens  whicli  they 
have  laid  upon  themfelves,  and  to  fufFer  the  difgrace  which  always 
attends  the  undertakers  of  impoffibilities;  and  from  which  the  powers 
cf  raillery  and  ridicule,  which  they  have  fo  fuccefsfuUy  difpiayed  oa 
this  occafion,  will  not  be  fufficient  to  defend  them. 

They  have  indeed,  Sir,  with  great  copioufnefs  of  language,  and 
great  fertility  of  imagination,  (hewn  the  weakne(s  of  fuppofing  this 
enquiry  impoffible  ;  they  have  propofed  a  method  of  performing  it, 
which  they  hope  will  at  once  confute  and  irritate  their  opponents  j 
but  all  their  raillery  and  all  their  arguments  have  in  reality  been 
thrown  away  upon  an  attempt  to  confute  what  never  was  advanced. 
They  have  firft  miftaken  the  aficrtion  which  they  oppofe,  and  then 
cxpofed  its  abfurdity ;  they  have  introduced  a  bugbear,  and  then  at- 
tempted tofignalizc  their  courage  and  their  abilities,  by  ibewing  that 
it  cannot  fright  them. 

The  honourable  Gentleman,  Sir,  who  firft  mentioned  to  you  the 
impoiEbility  of  this  enquiry,  fpoke  only  according  to  the  common 
acceptation  of  words,  and  was  far  from  intending  to  imply  natural 
and  philofophical  impoflibility.  He  was  far  from  intending  toinfinuate, 
that  to  examine  any  ferics  of  tranfaSions,  or  perufe  any  number  of 
papers,  implied  an  abfurdity,  or  contrariety  to  the  eftabliflied  order  of 
nature ;  he  did  not  intend  to  rank  this  defign  with  thofe  of  building  in 
the  air,  or  pumping  out  the  ocean;  he  intended  only  to  ailert  a 
moral  or  popular  impoflibility,  to  fhew  that  the  fcheme  was  not 
pradicable  but  by  greater  numbers  than  could  be  conveniently  em- 
ployed 
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jkjcd  vpon  it,  or  in  a  longer  fpace  of  time  than  it  was  rational  to 
afign  to  it  ^  as  we  fay  it  is  impoillble  to  raife  groVes  upon  rocks,  or 
bild  cities  in  deferts ;  by  which  we  mean  only  to  imply,  that  there  if 
floproportion  between  the  importance  of  the  efFe<El,  and  the  force  of 
ike  caufes  which  muft  operate  to  produce  it;  that  the  toil  will  be 
great,  and  the  advantage  little. 

In  this  fenfe.  Sir,  and  nothing  but  malice  or  perverfenefs  could 
fevc  di/covered  any  other,  the  motion  may  be  truly  faid  to  be  impof- 
jible ;  but  its  impofiibility  ought  to  be  rather  th^  care  of  tbofe  who 
make,  than  of  thofe  that  oppofe  it ;  and  therefore  I  fiiall  lay  before 
theHoufe  other  reafons,  which  uniefsthey  can  be  anfwered,  will  de« 
tennine  me  to  vote  againft  it. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  but  the  papsrs  which  muft  on  this  occafioa 
be  examined,  contain  a  great  number  of  private  tranfaiStioiis,  which 
the  intereft  of  the  nation  and  the  honour  of  our  Sovereign  require  to 
kexonccalcd.  The  fyftem  of  policy  which  the  French  have,  withia 
the  laft  century,  introduced  into  the  world,  has  made  negociatioa 
Bore  seceilary  than  in  any  preceding  time.  What  was  formerly, 
perfenned  by  fleets  and  armies,  by  invafions,  fieges,  and  battles,  hai 
ken  of  late  accompliihed  by  more  filent  methods.  Empires  have 
ken  enlarged  without  bloodflied,  and  nations  reduced  to  diftrefs 
vidioot  the  ravages  of  hoftile  armies,  by  the  diminution  of  their 
tnmincrce,  and  the  alienation  of  their  allies.. 

For  this  reaibn,  Sir,^  it  has  been  neceflary  frequently  to  engage  in 
priTate  treaties,  to  obviate  defigns  fometimes  juftly,  and  at  other 
tines  perhaps  unreasonably  fufpeded.  It  has  been  proper  to  a£b  upon 
itaoce  fuppc^tions,  and  to  conclude  alliances  whicl)  were  only  to  be 
publickly  owned,  in  confequence  of  meafures  taken  by  fome  other 
fovtrs,  which  meafures  were  fometimes  laid  afide,  and  the  treaty 
Aerefere  was  without  eSt&.  In  fome  of  thefe  provifionary  contrads, 
itiseafytD  conceive,  that  defigns  were  formed  not  to  the  advantage 
of  (one  powers,  whom  yet  we  do  not  treat  as  enemies,  which  were 
ooljr  to  be  made  public  by  the  execution  of  them  :  In  others,  perhaps 
(me  conceiSons  were  made  to  us,  in  confidcration  of  the  aififtance 
that  we  promifed,  by  which  the  weaknefs  of  our  allies  may  be  dif« 
covered,  and  which  we  cannot  difclofe  without  nuking  their  enemies 
noce  tdblent,  and  increafing  that  danger  from  which  they  apply  >e 
Mfar Security  and  proted^ipnt 

If 
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If  to  this  Feprefentation  oF  the  nature  of  the  papers,  with  wfaicb 
our  offices  have  been  filled  by  the  negociadons  of  the  lalt  twentf 
years,  any  thing  were  neceffary  to  be  added,  it  may  be  farther  al- 
ledged,  that  it  has  been  long  the  praflice  of  every  nation  on  this  fidr 
<>f  the  globe,  to  procure  private  intelligence  of  the  defigns  and  .ex^ 
pedations  of  the  jicighbouring  powers,  to  penctmte  into  the  councils 
•of  princes  and  the  clofets  of  minifters,  to  difcover  the  inftruSions  of 
ambafladors,  and  the  orders  of  generals,  to  learn  the  inteption  of 
•fleets  before  they  are  equipped,  and  of  armies  before  they  are  levied, 
^  and  to  provide  not  only  againft  immediate  and  yifible  boftilities^  bi^ 
40  obviate  remote  and  probable  dangers* 

It  need  not  be  declared  in  thi$  AfTembly,  that  this  cannot  always 

|>e  done  without  employing  men  who  abufe  the  confidence  repofecl  in 

.them,  a  pra<Slice  on  y^hich  I  (hall  not  at  this  time  trouble  the  Houfe 

Ott'itb  niy  opinion,  nor  interrupt  the  prefent  debate,*  by  any  attempt  to 

•Juftify  or  condemn  it.     This  I  think  may  be  very  reafoiiably  alledged^ 

ithat  whether  the  employment  of  fuch  perfons  be  defenfible  by  the 

Yecipropal  practice  of  riations  or  not,  k  becomes  at  leaft  thofe  that 

.corrupt  them  and  pay  them  for  their  treachery,  pot  toexpofe  them  to 

veiigeance,  to  torture,  or  to  ruin  ;  not  to  betray  thofe  crirncs  v^ludi 

they  have  hired  them  to  commit,  or  give  them  up  to  puniibmeivt,  to 

-.which'tbey  have  madci;hemfelves  liable  only  by  their  inftigatipn,  ax)d 

for  their  advantage. 

That  private  compa(^9  between  nations  and  fovcreign^  ought  to  be 
tcpt  inviolably  fecret,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  man  \^ho  confiders^ 
that  fecrecy  is  one  of  the  cqnditions  of  thofe  treaties,  without  which 
they  had  not  been  concluded  ^  and  therefore,  that  to  difcover  them  is 
%o  violate  thent)  to  break  down  the  fecurities  of  human  fociet}%  to 
deflfoy  mutual  tru(l,  and  introduce  into  thp  world  univerfal  con«- 
fuf^iv). .  For  nothing  lefs  can  be  produced  by  a  difregard  of  thofe  tics 
•  which  link  nations  in  confederacies,  and  produce  ccuifidence  and  fe- 
.  curity,  and  which  enables  the  weak  by  union  to  ^eiift  the  attacks  of 
powerful  amtption. 

How  much  it  would  injure  the  honour  of  our  Sovereign  to  be 

charged  with  the  diiTolution  of  concord,  and  the  fubverfion  of  the 

genefal  bulwarks  of  public  faith,  it  is  fuperAuous  to  explain.     T^a 

*4ci\ov<th^  ccnditio|i  to  v/hich  a* compliance  with  this  motion  would 

reduce  the  Britifh  nation,  wc  need  ouly  turn  .our  eyes  dowov^ardi 
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opoD  the  hourlyfccncs  of  common  life ;  wc  need  only  attend  to  th« 
occurrences  which  croud  perpetually  upon  our  view,  and  confidef 
tiie  cdamitpus  ftatc  of  that  man,  of  whom  it  i$  generally  known  tha< 
he  cannot  be  trtjfted,  and  that  fecrets  communicated  to  him  are  lU 
leality  fcatterad  among  mankind. 

Every  one  knows  that  fuch  a  man  can  cxpeft  none  of  the  advan^ 
lages  or  pleafurcs  of  friend(hip,  that  he  cannot  tranfaf^  affairs  with 
others  upon  terms  of  equality,  that  he  muft  p.urchafe  the  favours  of 
dKrfe  that  are  more  powerful  than  h^mfetf,  and  frighten  tbofe  into 
compliance  ^ith  his  ^efigns  who  faav^  any  thing  fo  fear  from  hinx^ 
that  he  muft  give  uncommon  fecurity  for  the  performance  of  hi^ 
eovenanCs  ;  that  he  can  have  no  influence  but  rh^t  of  money,  whid^ 
will  probably  become  every  day  lef?,  that  his  fuccefs  will  multiply  hi^ 
CQcmies,  and  that  in  misfortunes  he  will  be  Avithout  refuge. 

The  condition  of  natipns  CoUeftlvcIy  confidercdis  not  different 
fiom  that  of  private  men,  their  profperity  is  produced  by  the  fam^ 
condud^  and  their  calamities  drawn  upon  them  by  the  fame  errors, 
negligences,  or  crimes  j  and  therefore,  fmce  he  that  betrays  fecrets 
in  private  life,  indifputably  forfeits  his  claim  to  truft,  and  fmce  h^ 
that  can  be  no  longer  truftcd  is  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  I  cannot  but 
conclude  that,  as  by  this  motion  all  the  fecrets  of  our  government 
ttiil  be  inevitably  betrayed,  my  duty  -to  his  Majefty,  my  love  of  my 
country,  and  my  oWigations  to  difc'harge  with  fidelity  the  truft  which 
my  conftitucnts  have  conferred  upon  me,  oblige  me  to  oppofeit* 

Mr.  Littleton  then  rofe  and  fpoke  to  this  effedl:  :--»Sir,  -ft 
always  gprtends  well  to  thofe  who  difpute  on  the  fide  of  truth  aoA 
itrf}D,  when  their  opponents  appearnot  wholly  to  be  hardened againft 
the  force  of  argument,  when  they  feem  defirous  to  gain  the  viftory, 
not  by  fupeciority  of  numbers  but  of  reafon,  and  attempt  rather  to 
tonvince,  than  to  terrify  or  bribe.  For  though  men  are  not  in  quefif 
of  truth  thcmfelves,  nor  defirous  to  j>oint  it  out  to  others ;  yet  while 
they  are  obliged  to  fpeak  with  an  appearaiKo  of  fincerity,  tbcy  muft 
aece&rily  afford  the  unprejudiced  and  attentive  an  opportunity  of 
Acovering  the  right.  While  they  think  themfelves  under  a  nccef- 
itf  of  rcafonkig,  they  cannot  but  {hew  the  force  of  a  juft  argument, 
fcf  die  unfuccefs^lnefs  of  their  endeavours  to  confute  it,  and  the  prcN 
piety  of  an  uieful  and  falutary  motion,  by  the  (light  ohjedions  which 
tfcejr  raife  againft  it.  They  cannot  but  find  themfelves  fometim^ 
iorced  to  difcovcr  what  they  can  never  be  expelled  to  acknowledge, 

tha 
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the  wetknefs  of  their  own  reafons,  by  deferting  them,  when  they  are 
prefled  with  contrary  ailertions,  and  feeking  a  fubterfuge  in  new  ar- 
guments equally  condufive  and  incontemptlble.  They  fhew  the ' 
fuperiority  of  their  opponents,  like  other  troops,  by  retreating  before 
them,  and  forming  one  fortification  behind  another,  in  hopes  of 
wearying  thofe  whom  they  cannot  hope  to  repulfe. 

Of  this  condud  we  have  had  already  an  inftance  in  the  prefent  de« 
bate  s  a  debate  managed  with  fucb  vigour,  order,  and  refolution,  as 
fiifficiently  (hews  the  advantage  of  regular  diicipline  long  continued, 
and  proves,  that  troops  may  retain  their  ikill  and  fpirit,  even  when 
they  are  deprived  of  that  leader,  to  whofe  inftrudUons  and  example 
they  were  indebted  for  them.  When  firft  this  motion  was  offered,  it 
leems  to  have  been  their  chief  hope  to  divert  us  horn  it  by  outcries  of 
impoffibility,  by  reprefenting  it  as  the  demand  of  men  unacquainted 
^ith  the  ftate  of  our  of&ccs,  or  the  multiplicity  of  tranfaSions,  in 
which  the  indefatigable  induftry  of  our  mlnifters  has  been  employed  ; 
and  they  have  therefore  endeavoured  to  per(uade  us,  that  they  are 
only  difcouraging  us  from  an  infuperable  labour,  and  advifing  us  to 
delift  from  meafures  which  we  cannot  live  to  accomplifli. 

But  when  they  found.  Sir,  that  their  exaggerations  produced  mer- 
riment inftead  of  terror,  that  their  opponents  were  determined  to  try 
their  ftrength  againft  impoffibility,  that  they  were  refolved  to  launch 
out  into  th*ts  boundl^fs  ocean  of  enquiry ;  an  ocean  of  which  they 
have  been  boldly  told,  that  it  has  neither  ihore  nor  bottom,  and  that 
whoever  ventutes  into  it  muft  be  toft  about  for  life  ;  when  they  dif- 
covered  that  this  was  not  able  to  ihake  our  refolution,  or  move  u^ 
to  any  other  difpofition,  they  thought  it  proper  to  explain  away  their 
aflertion  of  impoffibility,  by  making  a  kind  of  difttn£tion  between 
things  impoffible,  and  things  which  cannot  be  performed  -,  and  finding 
jt  necelTary  to  enlarge  their  plea,  they  have  i^ow  aflerted,  that  this  en- 
quiry is  both  impoffible  and  inexpedient. 

Its  iflnpoffibility,  Sir,  has  been  already  fufficiently  difcu^d,  and 
fliewn  to  mean  only  a  difficulty  which  the  unikilfulnefs  of  our  mi- 
Jiifters  has  produced ;  for  traniafltons  can  only  produce  difficulties 
to  the  enquirer,  when  they  are  confufed;  and  confufion  can- only  be 
the  effeft  of  ignorance  or  negle£l* 

Artifice  is,  indeed,  one  more  fource  of  perplexity ;  it  istheintereft 
of  that  man  whofecaufe  is  bad  to  fpeak  unintelligibly  in  die  defence  of 
it,  and  of  him  whole  a£bons  cannot  bear  to  be  examined,  to  hide 

then^ 
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ixm  in  diforder,  to  engage  hk  purfuers  in  a  labyrinth  that  they  may 
not  trace  his  fteps  and  difcover  his  retreat ;  and  what  intricacies 
may  be  produced  by  fraud  co-operating  with  fubtilty,  it  is  not 
pofiible  to  tell. 

I  do  not  however  believe,  that  all  the  art  of  wickednefs  can  elude 
the  enquiries  of  a  Britifh  Senate,  quickened  by  zeal  for  the  public 
lappine(s«  The  lagacity  of  our  predeoeflbrs  has  often  deteded  crimes 
coDcealed  with  more  policy  than  can  be  afcribed  to  thofe  whoTe  con- 
iv&  is  now  to  be  examined,  and  dragged  the  authors  of  national 
calamities  to  punifliment  from  their  darkeft  retreats/  The  expedi* 
ency  Aerefore  of  this  motjon  is  now  to  be  confidered,  and  furdy  it 
will  not  require  long  reflexion  to  prove,  that  it  is  proper,  ¥^en  the 
nation  is  opprefled  with  calamities,  to  enquire  by  what  mifconduA 
they  were  brought  upon  it ;  when  immenfe  fums  have  been  raifed  by 
the  moft  oppreffive  methods  of  exa£tion,  to  a(K  why  they  vrere  de« 
manded,  and  how  they  were  expended  ;  when  penal  laws  have  been 
prtially  executed,  to  examine  by  what  authority  they  were  fu(pended, 
and  by  what  they  were  enforced  i  and  when  the  Senate  has  for  twenty 
years  implicitly  obeyed  the  dire^on  of  one  man,  when  it  has  been 
known  throughout  the  nation  before  any  queftion  was  propofed,  how 
it  would  be  decided,  to  fearch  out  the  motive  of  that  regular  complir 
ance,  and  to  examine  whether  the  minifter  was  reverenced  for  his 
wifilom  and  virtue,  or  feared  for  his  power,  or  courted  for  the  public 
money,  whedierhe  owed  his  prevalence  to  the  confidence  or  corrup* 
tioo  of  his  followers  ? 

It  cannot  furely  be  thought  inexpedient,  to  enquire  into  the  reafons 
for  which  our  merchants  were  for  many  years  fuiFered  to  be  plundered, 
or  for  which  a  war,  folicited  by  the  general  voice  of  the  whole  nation, 
was  delayed ;  into  the  reafons  for  which  our  fleets  were  fitted  out 
only  to  coaft  upon  the  ocean,  and  connive  at  the  departure  of 
Iquadrons  and  the  tranfportation  of  armies,  to  fufier  our  allies  to  be 
invaded,  and  our  traders  ruined  and  enflaved. 

It  is  in  my  opinion  convenient  to  examine  with  the  utmofl  rigour, 
why  time  was  granted  to  our  enemies  to  fortify  themfelves  againft  us, 
while  a  ftanding  army  preyed  upon  our  people  ?  Why  forces  unac- 
quainted with  the  life  of  arms  were  fent  againft  them,  under  the 
command  of  leaders  equally  ignorant  I  And  why  we  have  fuffered 
their  privateers  in  the  mean  time  to  rove  at  large  over  the  ocean,  and 
iflfult  us  uipn  our  own  coaih  ?  W^hy  we  did  not  refcue  our  failors 
\  from 
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from  ca^Irity,  when  opportXinkies  of  exchange  wer^^tiil  out  power  i 
And  why  we  robbed  our  merchants  of  their  crews  by  rigorous  im* 
prefTes,  without  employing  them  either  to  guard  our  trader  or  fubdua 
our  enemies  ? 

'  If  the  Senate  is  not  to  be  fufFered  to  enquire  Into  afiairs  like  thefe^ 
it  is  no  longer  any  fecurity  to  the  pec^le,  that  they  have  the  right  of 
cle&ing  reprefentatives  ;  and  unlefs  they  may  carry  their  enquiries 
back  as  far  as  they  fhall  think  it  necef&ryi  the  mod  acute  (agacity  may 
be  eafily  eluded ;,  caufes  may  be  very  remote  from  their  confequences^ 
the  original  motives  of  a  long  train  of  wicked  meafitres  may  lye  hid 
in  fome  private  tranfaflion  ef  former  years,  and  thofe  advantages 
which  our  enemies  have  been  of  late  fuffered  to  obtain,  were  perhaps 
Ibid  them  at  fome  forgotten  congrefs  by  Tome  ibcretarticle« 

Such  are  probably  the  private  tranfadtipns  which  .the  HonouraUd 
Gentleman  is  fo  much  afraid  of  expofmg  to  the  light ;  .tranlaAiotis 
in  which  the  intereft  of  this  nation  has  been  meanly*  yielded  up  by 
cowardice,  or  fold  by  treachery ;  in  which  Britain  bas^  beei^  confi-^ 
dered  as  a  province  fubordinate  to  fome  other  country^  or  in  which 
As  minlfter  has  enriched  himfelf  by  the  Istcriiice  of  the  public  |igbts« 

It  has  been,indeed,alledged  with  fome  degree  of  candour,  that  many 
of  our  treaties  were  prpvifionsagainft  invafions  which  perhaps  were 
never  intended,  and  calculated  to  defeat  meafures  which  only  our  own 
cowardice  .difpofed  us  to  fear*  That  fuch  treaties  have^  indeed^  been 
made,^Hanoyer  is  sl  fufRcient  witnefsj^  but  however  frequently  they 
may  occur,  they  may  furely  be  difcovered  with  very  little  diiadvan- 
tage  to  the  nation ;  they  will  prove  only  the  weaknefs  of  thofe  that 
.made  them,  who  were  at  one  time  intimidated  by  chimerical  terrors, 
^nd  at  another  lulled  into  confidence  by  airy  fecurity. 

The  conceffions  from  foreign  powers,  which  have  been  like  wife 
mentioned,  ought  furely  not  to  be  produced  as  arguments  againft  the 
motion;  for  what  could  pnore  excite  the  curiofuy  of  the  nation,  if, 
indeed,  this  motion  were  in  reality  produced  by  malqvolence  or  re** 
/entnient ;  if  none  were  expefted  to  concur  in  it  but  thofe  who 
.envied  the  abilities,  or  had  felt  the  power  of  the  late  niinifier,  it 
.might  be  perhaps  defeated  by  fuch  infinuations ;  for  nothing  coufd 
•more  certainly  regain  his  reputation,  or  exalt  him  to  more  abfoltu^ 
authority,  than  proofs  that  he  had  obtained  for  us  any  conccfEons 
•from  foreign  powers. 

If 
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If  anjr  adranttgeous  terms  haVe  been  granted  us,  he  mtift  be 
confeflfed  to  have  fo  far  difcharged  his  truft  to  his  allies,  that  he  has 
kept  them  with  the  utmoft  caution  from  the  knolvlcdgc  ot  the  pco* 
pie,  who  have  heard  during  all  his  adminiftration  iSS  ndthing  but 
ftibfidies,  fubmiffion,  and  compliances  paid  to  almoft  every  prince 
on  die  continent  who  has  had  the  confidence  to  demand  them ;  and 
?  by  this  enquiry  any  difcovcry  to  the  difadvantage  of  our  all»c« 
ftbtdd  be  ftruck  out,  he  may  with  great  fincericy  alledge,  that  it  was 
cade  without  his  confent. 

Auodier  objection  to  this  enquiry  is,  that  the  fpies  which  are  re- 
tained in  foreign  courts  may  be  detefted  by  it,  that  the  canals  of  our 
nrteffigcncc  wffl  be  for  ever  ftoppcd,  and  that  we  (hall  henceforth 
hare  no  knowledge  of  the  defigns  of  foreign  powers,  but  what  may 
be  honcffly  attained  by  penetration  and  experience.  Spies  are,  in- 
wd,  a  generation  for  whofe  fccurity  I  have  not  much  regard,  but 
fcr  whom  I  am  on  this  occafion  lefs  folicitous,  as  I  believe  very  few 
rfthcm  will  be  afFefted  by  this  motion, 

The  conduft  of  our  minifters  has  never  difcovered  fucfa  an  ac- 
quamtance  with  the  defigns  of  neighbouring  princes,  as  could  be 
Wpeflcd  to  be  obtained  by  any  uncommon  methods,  or  they  have 
^7  little  improved  the  opportunities  which  early  information  ^t 
"rto  their  power ;  for  they  have  always  been  baffled  and  deceived, 
titter  they  have  employed  no  fpies,  or  theif  fpies  have  been  di- 
'^"wJ  to  elude  them  by  falfe  intelligence,  or  true  intelligence  has  been 
o^notife;  and  if  any  of  thefe  aflfertions  be  true,  the  public  will  not 
I  ^ftr  by  the  motion. 

Jtwas  juftly  obferved  by  the  Honourable  Gentleman,  that  a  paral- 
I  Wmay  be  properly  drawn  between  a  nation  and  a  private  man,  and  ^ 
^  confequcnce  between  a  trading  nation  and  a  trader.  *  Let' us 
Atrefore  confider  what  mufl  be  the  f^ate  of  that  trader  who  Ihall 
fitter  infpeia  or  ftate  his  accounts,  who  fliall  fufFcr  his  fer\'ants  to 
I  ^Sc  in  the  dark  with  his  flock,  and  on  his  credit,  and  Who  (hall 
P^nnit  them  to  tranfaft  bargains  in  his  name,  without  erfquiHng 
^tfier  they  are  advantageous,  or  whether  they.are  performed." 

Every  man  immediately  marks  out  a  trader  thus  infatuatctf,  'as  on 
ftc brink  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin  ;  every  one  will  eafily  forelcc,  that 
B«5  fervants  will  take  advantage  of  his  credulity,  and  proceed  hourly 
^0  grofler  frauds ;  that  they  will  grow  rich  by  betraying  his  intercff; 
*at  they  will  ne^lccl  his  affairs  to  promote  li.eir'own,  thaf  they  ^ill 

pluA- 
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plunder  him  till  be  has  nothing  left,  and  feck  then  for  employment 
among  thofe  to  whom  they  have  recommended  themfelves  by  felling 
their  truft*  His  neighbours,  who  eafdy  forefee  his  approaching  mi« 
fery,  retire  from  him  by  degrees,  difunite  their  bufmefs  from  his^ 
and  leave  him  to  £all,  without  involving  others  in  his  ruin.^ 

Such  muft  be  thf  fiite  of  a  trader  whom  idlenefs,  or  a  blind  con-- 
fidence  in  the  integrity  of  others,  hinders  from  attending  to  his  own 
afiairs,  unlefa  he  roufes  from  bis  flumber,  and  recovers  from  his  in- 
fatuation. And  what  is  to  be  done  by  the  man  who,  having  for 
more  than  twenty  years  negleSed  fo  neceflary  an  employment,  finds 
what  muft  neceflarily  be  found  in  much  lefs  time,  his  accounts,  per* 
plexed,  his  credit  deprcfTed,  and  his  aiFairs  difordered?  What  re« 
mains,  but  that  he  fuffer  that  diforder  to  proceed  no  farther,  that 
he  refolutely  examine  all  the  tranfa£tions  which  he  has  hitherto  over- 
looked, that  he  repair  thbfe  errors  which  are  yet  retrievable,  and 
reduce  his  trade  into  method  ;  that  be  doom  thofe  fervants,  by  whom 
he  has  been  robbed  or  deceived,  to  the  punifhment  which  they  de- 
ibrve,  and  recover  from  them  that  wealth  which  they  have  accumu* 
lated  by  rapacity  and  fraud. 

By  diis  method  only  can  the  credit  of  the  trader  or  the  nation  be 
repaired,  and  this  is  the  method  which  the  motion  recommends  ;  a 
motion  with  which  therefore  every  man  may  be  expeded  to  comply, 
whadefires.that  his  country  fhould  once  more  recover  its  influence 
and  power,  who  wiflies  to  fee  Britain  again  courted  and  feared,  and 
her  monarch  confidered  as  the  arbiter  of  the  world,  the  prote&or  of 
the  true  religion,  and  the  defender  of  the  liberties  of  mankind. 

Mr.  pHittiPS  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows : — Sir,  I  zm  fo  fax 
ftpm  believing  that  there  is  danger  of  expofmg  the  fpies  of  the  go- 
vernment to  the  refcntmcnt  of  foreign  princes,  by  complying  with 
ibit  motion, 'that  I  fufpe£l  the  oppofition  to  be  produced  chiefly  from 
a  oonicioufnefs,  that  no  fpies  will  be  difcovered  to'  have  been  em- 
ployed, and  that  the  fecret  fervice  for  which  fuch  large  fums  have  '4 
been  required,  will  appear  to  have  been  rather  for  the  fervice  of  do* 
meftic  than  of  foreign  traitors,  and  to  have  been  performed  rather 
in  tUi  Houfe  than  in  foreign  courts. 

Secret  fervice  has  been  long  a  term,  of  great  ufe  to  the  miniilers  BJ 

of  this  nation ;  a  term  of  art  to  which  fuch  uncommon  efficacy  has  >* 

keen  hitherto  annexed,  that  the  people  have  been  influenced  by  it  to  ^ 

pay  taxeS|  without  expeding  to  be  informed  how  they  v^re  applied*  ^ 

I  having 
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hmg  been  content  with  being  told  when  tfaejr  enquired  after  tbbif 

froperdes,  that  they  were  exhauiled  and  diffipated  in  Ikcrtt  fervice.    * 

Secret  fervice  I  conceive  to  have  ofiginally  implied  tranfadions, 

of  which  the  agents  were  fecret,  though  the  effeds  were  viiible« 

When  Mariborough  defeated  the  French,  yiA^tn  he  counteraded  all 

dinr  ftntagems,-  obviated  all  their  defigns,  aod  deceived  all  their 

apedations,  he  charged  the  nation  with  large  fums  for  fecretfer-' 

ike,  which  were,  indeed,  cheariully  allowed  ^  becaufe  therimportance 

wi  reality  of  the  fervice  were  apparent  from  its  eScSts.     But  what 

idvintages  can  our  minifters  boaft  of  having  obtained  in  twenty  years 

hf  die  means  of  their  intelligence  ?  Or  by  whom  have .  they  within 

tbt  period,  not  been  deceived  by  falfe  appearances  ?  When  we  pur- 

cfafe  (ecret  fervice  at  fo  dear  a  rate,  let  it  appear  that  we  really  ob- 

tm  what  we  pay  for,  though  the  means  by  which  it  is  obtained  arc 

kept  impenetrably  fecret.     Wherever  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  intelH- 

grace  is  not  difcoverable,  it  is  furely  juft  to  enquire,  whether  our 

■oney  is  not  demanded  for  other,  purpofes,  .whether  we  are  not  in 

taHtj  hiring  v^ith  our  own  money  armies  to  enflave,  or  fenators  to 

betray  OS}  or  enriching  an  avaricious  minifter,  while  we  imagine 

eufelves  cofitributing  to  the  public  fecurity  ? 

Coknd  Cholmonselev  replied  to  the  following  tfkSt: — Sir,  it 
bs  been  in  all  foregoing  ages  the  cuftom  for  men  to  fpeak  of  the 
tommnent  with  reverence,  even  when  they  oppofed  its  meafareSy 
erprojeaed  its  difiblution;  nor  has  it  been  thought  in  any  time  be-* 
fee  cur  own  decent  or  fenatorial,  to  give  way  to  fatire  or  invcflive, 
or  ijidulge  a  petulant  imagination,  to  endeavour  to  level  all  orders 
bj  cQDtemptaoiss  reflet ons,  or  to  court  the  pq)ulace,  by.  echoing 
tteir  laj^age,.  cr  adopting  their  fentiments* 

This  method  of  gaining  the  reputation  of  patriotifm,  has  been 
•nloown  till  the  prefent  age,  and  rererved  for  the  prefent  leaders  of 
ibepeople,  whp  will. have  the  honour  to  ftand  recorded  as  the  ori« 
giiiil.aiithoift  of  anarchy,  the  great  fubverters  of  order,  and  the  firft 
■e«  who  dared  to  pronounce,  that  all  the  fecrets  of  goverxunent 
9^1  to  be  made  public.  ... 

It  has  been  hitherto  underftood  in  all  nations,  that  Ibofe  who  were 
iMnfted  w^  authority,  had  likewife  a  claim  to  reiped  and  coniU 
Iaee.;.tfa9r:diey  were  chofen  for  the  fuperiority  of'^eir  aKlitieSj-ot 
ibar^qMitRUoa  of.  their  virtue  5  and  that  daprefore-U'Was.jwafonable 
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to  ooofign  t6  tibek  mzosLgfmttd^  die  dixtC^on  of  feth  aSiirs  as  bj^ 
dietr  owft  nature  require  fetrecy. 

Bnt  this  ancient  dodrine,  by  which  fubordinadoa  has  been  fo  long 
prdenred,  is.  now  to  be  fet  afide  for  new  principles,  which  may  flattet 
die  pride^  and  incite  the  pafions  of  the  people ;  we  are  now  to>  be 
«)ki»  that  affairs  are  only  k^t  fecret,  becaufe  they  will  m>t  bear  cxa« 
mSiacion;  that  men  conceal  not  thoTe  traniaAions  in  which  they 
have  fucceeded,  but  tbolp  in  which  they  have  failed  i  that  they  are 
Only  inclined  to  hide  their  follies  or  their  crimes,  and  that  to  examine 
their  conduct  in  the  moft  open  manner,  is  only  to  Ibcure  the  inteitft  . 
o£  the  public. 

Thus  has  the  nation  been  taught  to  exped,  that  At  couniUs  of 
the  cabinet  ihould  be  diijperfed  in  the  public  papers^  that  tbek  go* 
vecnors  ihould  declare  the  modves  of  their  meaflircs,  and  difeovo: 
the  demands  of  our  allies,  and  the  fcheme  of  our  poliey ;  and  that 
ihe  people  (hould  be  confulted  upon  every  emei:geiice,  and  enjc^  the 
fight  of  infiru^ng  not  only  their  own  rqprefentati  ves,  hut  the  mi'« 
piflers  of  the  crown- 
In  this  debate  the  mention  of  fecret  treaties  has  been  received  widi 
contempt  and  ridicule,  the  minifters  have  been  upbraided  with  chi- 
Q^enical  fears,  and  unneceflary  provifions  agati^  attacks  which  never 
were  defigned;  they  have  been  alledged  to  have  no  other  intereft  in 
view  dian  their  own,  when  they  endeavour  to  miflead  enquirers,  and 
to  have  in  reality  nothing  to  keep  from  jpublic  view  but  their  own 
^norance  or  wickednefs« 

It  cannot  furely  beferioufly  ailertcd  by  men  of  knowledge  and  ex* 
perience,  that  there  are  no  defigns  formed  by  wife  governments,  o{ 
which  the  fuCcefs  depends  upon  fecrecy;  nor  can  it  be  aflerted,  Aal 
the  enquiry  now  propofed  will  betray  nothing  from  which  our  cne* 
mies  may  receive  advantage. 

If  we  ihould  fuppofe,  that  all  our  fchemes  are  either  fully  accom* 
pliflied,  or  irretrievably  defeated,  it  will  not  even  then  be  prudent  te 
difcover  them,  fince  they  will  enable  our  enemies  to  form  coi^c* 
tures  of  the  future  from  the  paft,  and  to  obviate  hereafter  the  fiuna 
defigns,  when  it  (hill  be  thought  neceflary  to  refume  them. 
.  8ut  in  realty,  notfamg  is  more  irrational,  than  to  fuppofe  this  n 
fiifer  time  than  i^y  other  for  fuch  general  difcoveries }  for  vriiy  flioald 
,  i;  be  ipiagined,  that  our  engagements  are  not  ftiQ  dcpowKiig,  itA 
9}r  4taeaxies  yet  in  force  ?  And  vlhat  can  be  more  difhonourible  or 
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inpnickiit,  than  to  deftcoy  at  onoe  the  whole  ichefme  oF  foreign  po^ 
iic^  to  dii&lve  our  aUiaaces,  and  deflroy  the  tStAs  of  fuch  long 
ui  fudi  expenfive  negotiations,  without  firft  examining  whether 
ikcywill  be  beneficial  or  detrimental  to  us  ? 

Nor  is  it  oniy  with  nfycSt  to  foreign  ai&irs  that  Tecrecy  i$  necef- 
&r7;  there  are  undoobtedly  many  domeftic  tranfiiflions  which  it  is 
not  proper  to  communicate  to  the  whole  nation.  There  is  ftill  a 
&ftioo  amoog  us»  which  openly  defires  the  fubverfton  of  our  preient 
cUUiflmenti  a£i£tion,  indeed  not  powerful, .  and  which  grows,  I 
lope,  every  day  weaker,  but  which  is  favoured,  or  at  leaft  imagines 
iM  twoured  by  thofe  who  have  fo  long  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by 
oppofing  the  me^(Au:e.s  of  the  government.  Againft  tbefe  men, 
'  whofc  hopes  are  revived  by  every  commotion,  who  fludioufly 
Wgjiten  every  fubjed  of  diicoatent,  and  add  their  outcries  to  every 
clamour,  it  is  not  doubted  but  meafurea  are  formed,  by  which 
tkdrdei^os  are  difcovered,  and  their  meafures  broken;  nor  can  it  ^ 
k  fuppofed,  that  this  is  done  without  the  affiftance  of  fbme  who  are 
Deceived  with  confidence  aniongli:  them^  and  who  probably  pafs  for 
the  moft  zcalona  of  their  party. 

Many  other  domeftic  occaiions  of  expence  might  be  mentioned, 
^  tf  opence  vdsich  operates  in  private,  and  produces  benefits  which 
utttklj  not  acknowledged,  becaufe  they  are  not  known,  but  which 
€<Mddiiobiiger  be  appli^  to  the  fame  ufeful  purpofes,  if  the  channels 
Aroogh  which  it  paffis  were  laid  open«.  I  cannot  therefore  forbear 
loo£rmy  opiotoo,  that  this  motion,  by  which  all  the  fecrets  of  our 
fneromeat  will  be  difcovered,  will  tend  to  the  confiifion  of  die 
fKfcot  fyftem  of  Europe,  to  the  abfotute  ruin  of  our  intereft  in 
Ar^  courts,  and  to  the  embanaflinent  of  our  domefHc  afiairs. 
Icttnot  therefore  conceive  how  any  advantages  can  be  expend  by 
^noft  eager  perlecutors  of  the  late  miniftry,  which  can  even  in 
^pnion  deferve  to  be  purchafed  at  fo  dear  a  rate. 
•if-  Pitt  then  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofc :— Sir,  I  know  not 
«bt  btaKty  die  adverfkries  of  die  motion  are  impelled  to  affifir 
adverfaries,  and  contribute  to  their  own  overthrow,  by  fug^ 
whenever  tliey  attempt  to  oppofe  it,  new  arguments  againil 

been  long  obibnred^  diat  when  men  are  drawing  near-to 

di^y  are  apparently  deprived  of  their  underflanding,  and 

)^b)Ltlieir  own  foHy  to  thofe  odamities  with  which  they  are 

^I  z  threatened, 
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thfeatenc^i  but  which  might  by  a  different  conduft  be  fomedmea 
delayed.  This  has  furely  now  happened  to  the  veteran  advocates  for 
an  abfolute  and  unacccuntable  nuniftry,  who  have  difcovered  on  this 
occafion,  by  the  weaknefs  of  their  refiftance,  that  their  abilities  are 
declining;  and  I  cannot  but  hope,  that  the  omen  will  be  fulfilled j 
and  that  their  infatuation  will  be  quickly  followed  by^their  ruin. 
,  To  touch  in  this  debate  on  our  domeftic  affairs,  to  mention  the 
diftribution  of  the  public  money,  and  to  difcover  their  fears,  left  the 
ways  in  which  it  has  been  difburfed,  (hould  by  this  enquiry  be  difco- 
vcred,  to  recal  to  the  minds  of  their  opponents  the  immenie  fmits 
which  have  been  annually  demanded,  and  of  which  no  account 
has  been  yet  given,  is  furely  the  loweft  degree  •  of  weaknefs  and 
imprudence. 

I  am  fo  far  from  being  convinced  that  any  danger  can  arife  from 
this  enquiry,  that  1  believe  the  nation  can  only  be  injured  by  a  long 
ivfgleA.of  fuch  examinations  ;  and  that  a  minifter  is  cafily  formidable, 
when  he  has  exempted  himfelf  by  a  kind  of  prefcription  from  expofing 
his  accounts,  and  has  long  had  an  opportunity  of  employing  the. 
public  money  in  multiplying  his  dependents,  enriching  his  hirelings, 
enflaving  boroughs,  and  corrupting  fenates* 

That  thofe  have  been  in  reality  the  purpoics  for  v^iich  the  taxes 
of  many  years  have  been  fquandered,  is  fui&ciently  apparent  witliout 
an  enquiry.     We  have  wafted  fums  with  which  the  French,  in  pur- 
iuance  of  their  new  fcheme  of  increaiing  then:  influence,    wouU 
have  been  able  to  purchafe  the  fubmiflion  of  half  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  with  which  the  monarchs  of  £i|rope  might  have  been 
held  dependent  on  a  nod ;  thefe  they  have  wafted  only  to  fink  our 
country  into  difgrace,  to  heighten  the  fpirit  of  impotent  enemies,  to 
deftroy  our  commerce,  and  drftrefs  our  colonies.     We  have  patiently 
i4iffered,  during  a  peace  of  twenty  years,  thofe  taxes  to  be  extorted 
from  us,  by  which  a  war  mighl;^  have  been  fupported  againft  the  moft. 
powerful  nation,^  and  have  feen  them  engulphed  in  the  boundle(^  ex* 
pences  of  the  government^  without  being  able  to  difcover  any  other* 
ciFeS  from  them  .duMi  the  eilabijfhment  of  minii^erial  tyranny* 
.  There  has,  indeed,  been  among  the  followers  of  the  court  a  re«. 
gular  fubordination,  i^nd  exa£t  obedience;  nor  has  any  man  bcen^ 
found  hardy  enough  to  re;^ <^  the  dictates  of  the  grand  vi^^    £very 
man  who  h^.  received  his  pay^  has  with  g^eat  cheerfuUiefs  compUe^s 
with  his  comii^^^i  ^^very  mafi.whoiiaa  held/apy.fKxftor.^tffioit 
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under  the  crown,  has  evidently  confidered  himfeif  as  enltfted  bjr 
DC  ininifltr*  ■ .     * 

Bat  the  vifible  influence  of  places,  however  deftru£live  to  the 
cooftitution,  is  not  the  chief  motive  of  an  enquiry  3  an  enquiry  im* 
pfes  fometfaing  fecret,  and  is  intended  to  difcover  the  private  me- 
thods of  extending  dependence,  and  propagating  corruption  5  the 
methods  by  which  the  people  have  been  influenced  to  choofe  thole 
men  for  rcprefentatives  whofe  principles  they  deteft,  and  whofe  con- 
iA  they  condemn ;  and  by  which  thofe  whom  their  country  has 
cholen  for  the  guardians  of  its  liberties,  have  been  induced  to  fupi- 
port  in  this  Houie  meafures,  which  in  eVery  other  place  they  havs 
made  nofcruple  to  cenfure. 

When  we  Iball  examine  the  difiribution  of  the  public  treaitrre, 

when  we  Ihall  enquire  by  what  conduA  we  have  been  debarred  from 

the  honours  of  war,  and  at  the  fame  time  deprived  of  the  Ueflings 

of  peace,  to  what  caufes  it  is.  to  be  imputed,'  that  our  debts  have 

continued  during  the  long  conUhued  tranquillity  of  Europe,  nearly 

in  the  ftatc  to  which  they  were  raifed  by  fighting,  at  our  own  expcttce* 

the  general  quarrel  of  mankind  5  and  why  the  fmktng  fund,  a  kind 

ef  inviolable  depofit  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  our  creditors^ 

and  the  mitigation  of  our  taxes,  has  been  from  year  to  year  diverted 

j    to  very  diflercnt  ufes  ?  We  fhall  find  that  our  trcafure  has  been  ex- 

<    haufted,  not  to  bumble  foreign  enemies,  or  obviate  domefttc  infur*^ 

fefiiom;  not  to  fupport  our  allies,  or  fupprefe  bur  iaAions ;  but  fo? 

ends  which  no  man^  who  fisels  the  love  of  his  country  yet  unextin-' 

i   gniihed,  can  name  without  horror,  the  purchafe  of  alliances,  and 

\  the  hire  of  votes,  the  corruption  of  the  people,  and  the  exaltation*  of 

[  France. 

>      Sttch  are  the  difcoveries  which  I  am  not  afraid  to  declare,  that  I 

i  «xpca  from  the  enquiry,  and  thierefore  I  cannot  but  think  it  necef- 

I  ^*    If  thoTe  to  whom  the  adminiftration  of  aifitirs  has  been  for 

i  twenty  years  committed,  have  betrayed  their  truft,  if  Aey  have  in* 

I  vaded  the  public  rights  with  the  public  treafure,  arul  made  ufe  of  the 

'ignities  which  their  Country  has  conferred  upon  them,  only  to  enflavs 

It,  who  will  not  confeft,  that  they  ought  to  be  delivered  up  to  fpcedy 

jnftice  ?  That  they  ought  to  be  fct  as  land-marks  to  pofterlty,  t« 

^rn  thofe  who  ihall  hereafter  launch  out  on  the  ocean  of  affluence 

M power,  not  to  be  too  confident  o^  a  prol^rous  gale,  but  to  re- 

fWPiDber,  Aat  thexie  are  rockt  on  which  whoever  rulhea  muft  inevi- 

I  2  tably 
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tal^Iy  ptsHtk  ?  If  they  are  innocent,  and  ftr  be  it  from  me  to  declare- 
them  guilty  widtout  examination,  whom  will  this  enquiry  injure  i 
Or  what  eflS^  wUl  it  froduce,  but  that  which  every  man  appears  to 
defire,  t6e  re««ftabii(hment  of  the  public  jtranquiHity»  a  firm  confix 
deuce  in  the  jttftice  and  wifdom  of  the  government,  and  a  general 
veoonciliatKm  of  the  people  to  the  minifters. 

Colonel  MoR'DAVNT  fpoke  then  in  fubftance  as  follows : — Kir, 
notwitbflanding  the  zeal  with  which  the  Honourable  Gentleman  has 
vrged  the  neceffityof  this  enquiry,  a  zeal  of  which,  I  think,  it  may 
at  leaft  be  faid,  that  it  is  too  vehement  and  acrimonious  to  be  the 
Vicre  refuU  of  public  (pirit,  unmixed  with  intereft  or  refentmeat  i 
he  has  yet  been  fo  far  unfuccefsful  in  his  reafoning,  that  he  has  not 
produced  in  me  any  convidion,  or  weakened  any  of  the  impreffions 
which  the  arguments  of  thofe  whom  he  oppofeft  had  made  npoa  me. 

He;  has  contented  .himfelf  with  recapitulating  liMne  of  the  benefits 
wbieh  may  be.hoped  for  from  the  ^^quiry;  he  has  reprefented  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  the  fuppofed  mifconduiS  of  the  miniftry ;  he  has 
aggravated  all  the  appearances  of  wickednefs  or  negligence,  and 
then  has  inferred  the  ufefiilnefs  of  a  general  enquiry  for  the  punifli- 
ment  of  paft  <^aces,  and  the  prevention  of  the  like  pradices  in 
future  times* 

That  he  has  difcovered  great  qualificadons  for  invedive,  and  that 
his  declamation  wis  ^preli  calculated  to  inflante  thofe  who  have  aU 
letdy  determined  their  Ofnnion,  and  who  are  therefore  only  reftraineU 
fippm  fttch  meafures  as  ate  now  recommended  by  natural  caution  and 
ftdatene&»  I  do  not  deny;  but  furely  he  does  mf  exped  to  gain  pro- 
Myles  by  aflertioos  without  propf,  or  to  produce  any  alteration,  of 
fihitiments,  without  attempting  to  anfwer  the  arguments  which  have 
been  offered  againft  his  (^;uaion. 

It  has  been  urged  with  great  appearance  of  reafon,  that  an  en« 
quiry,  foch  as  is  now  propofed,  with  whatever  profpeds  of  yen** 
geance,  of  juftice,  or  of  advantage,  it  may  flatter  us  at  a  diftance^ 
will  be  in  reality  detrimental  to  the  public;  becaufe  it  will  difcovec 
all  .the  fecrets  of  our  government,  lay  all  our  negotiations  open  tq 
the  world,  will  ihew  what  powers  we  moft  fear,  or  moft  truft,  and 
iurniih  our  ^enemies  with  means  of  defeating  all  our  fchemes,  and 
coonterading  all  our  meafures. 

This  appears  to  m^Sir,  the  chief  argument  againft  the  motioiiy 
an  argument  of  which  the  force  cannot  but.  be  difcoveted  by  thcMG^  • 

whofe 
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wbok  iatereft  it  is  lo  confute  it^  mi  of  wiuchi  dMrefer^  by  apir 
fcariag  lo  neglect  it,  tbey  feem  to  confefs  that  it  is  ui>atifweraUe  ; 
aod  ibercfore»  fioce  I  cannot  find  the  motion  juftified  odiervvife  than 
hj  loud  declarations  of  its  propriety,  and  violent  inve&ives  agatnft 
the  miniftry,  I  hope  that  I  (hall  efcape  at  leaft  the  cenfure  of  the  calm 
and  impardad,  thoi^h  I  venture  to  declare,  that  I  canndt  apprpV^ 
k'f  and  with  regard  to  the  clamorous  and  the  turbulent,  I  have  long 
kamcd  to  de^ife  their  mjenaces,  becaufe  I  have  hitherto  found  them 
tMdy  the  bodifts  of  impotence. 

Mr.  Cornwall  made  anfwer  to  the  following  purport  :—*Sir^  if 
to  obtm  the  rnqwrtant  approbation  of  the  Oentlemaa  that  fpoke  ]aft» 
it  be  necefiary  only  to  anfwer  the  argument  on  vi^hich  Jie  has  infiftetl, 
and  Aodiing  be  neceflary  to  produce  an  enquiry  but  his  (approbation, 
I  AaU  not  defpair,  that  tilts  debate  may  be  concluded  ac^o^ii^  to 
the  wiflite  of  the  nation,  that  feCRt  wickedneft  npoiy  be  deteifted, 
and  that  our  poflerity  may  be  fecuied  fxxKn  any  invafion  tf  tbeic  li- 
berty, by  examples  of  the  vengeance  of  an  injured  peopici  > 

[The  Houfe  divided.— The  Yeas  went  forth.-^For  the  Qyeftion 
t^i  ?gainft  it  244. — So  that  it  pafled  in  the  negative  by  a  majek- 
litycftwe,} 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS. 

Mi^  20,   1742. 

Dehrti^en  a  Motion  fir  indemnifying  E^dena  relating  to  the  Cendu£i 
of  the  EarUf  Offord. 

The  fiHowing  dehate  baving  been  produced  hj  an  occafmn  very  vncom* 
iwn  and  important i  it  is  neceffbry  tb  give  an  account  offuch  tranfaSlions 
as  may  contribute  to  illujlrati  it. 

The  prime  mintjter  being  driven  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  by  tho 
prevalence  of  thofe,  who  from  their  oppdfition  to  the  nuafures  of  the 
courts  were  termed  the  country  party ^  it  was  propofed  that  a  committee 
JMi  be  appointed^  ^  to  enquire  into  the  condu£i:  of  public  af- 
••  fiurs  at  home  and  abroad,  during  the  laft  twbnty  years ;"  bat 
th  tttotion  was  rae^edn 

I  4  A 
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A  wasaftera;drdt  mov$dy  ^  That  a  committee  (hould  be  appointed  to 
**  enquire  into  the  conduft  of  Robert,  Earl  of  Orfbrd,  during  the 
**  laft  TEN  years  in  which  he  was  firft  Commiffioner-  of  the  Trea- 
••  fury,  and  Chancellor  and  Under  Treafurer  of  the  Exchequer," 
which  was  carriid  by  252  /tf  245. 

A  committee  $f  one  and  twenty  being  chofen  by  ballot^  and  entering  upon 
.  the  enquiry^  caUed  before  them  Mr.  Gibbon,  who  declared  himfelf  agent 

•  /*  J.  Bottcler,  and /aid^.  that  Boltekr  being  a  candidate  fe^  Wen* 
dover,  and  finding  that  no  fuccefs  was  to  be  expelled  without  500/* 
fent  a  friend  to  N.  Paxton,  with  a  letter^  and  that  hefaw  him  return 

with  a  great  number  of  papers^  in  which  hefaid  wen  bills  for  500/. 
Botceier  and  his  friend  being  examined,^  confirmed  the  teftimony  ef  Qh* 
'    bon ;  and  Botteler  added,  that  he  fent  to  Paxton  as  an  officer  if  the 

ireafteryy,  acquainted  with  thofe  who  had  the  £fpofal  of  money  ^  that 
'  5f>  claim  to  the  favour  which  he  ajked  turefe  from  a  difappofintmint  in 

a*fofiner  4leiiion%  that  he  never  gave  for  the  money  anyfecurity  or 

acknowledgment^  nor  conjidered  himf elf  indebted  for  it  to  Paxton  ^r  oftj 

•  other  perfon.      * 

Paxton  being  thin  examined^  refufed  to  return  any  cither  to  the  qufftisn 
of  the  Committee^  becaufe  the  anfwer  might  tend  to  accofe  himfelf« 
Which  reafon  was  alUdged  by  others  for  a  like  refufaL 

Tie  Committee  finding  their  enquiries  eluded,-  by  this  plea  for  fecrecy^ 
which  the  laws  of  Britain  allow  to  be  valid,  reported  to  the  Commons 
the  obftaclis  that  they  met  with  \  for  the  removal  of  which  a  bill  was 
brought  in  like  that  of  indemnity ;  which  having  pajjed  the  Commns^ 
produced  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  a  debate,  in  which  the  greatejl  men  of 
each  party  exerted  the  utmo ft  force  of  their  reafon  and  eloquence. 

The  bill  being  read  afecond  time^  and  a  motion  made  for  its  being  Uf 
f erred  to  a  Committee^ 

Lord  Cahter^t  fpoke  to  this  eff«5  ;-^My  J-ords,  As  jbeqacf^ 
tson  now  before  us  is  of  the  highcfl;  importance  both  to  the  prcfcut  ag? 
and  to  pofterity,  as  it  may  dired  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of 
juftice,  prcfcribe  the  courfo  of  p.ubli9  enquiries,  and  by  cpnfequence 
affed  the  property  or  life  of  i5very  JL«ord  in  this  Aflembly ;  I  hope  it 
will  be  debated  ampngft  us  without  the  acrimony  which  arifes  froin 
the  ^r^judice  of  party,  or  the  violence  which  is  produced  by  the  dcfire 
of  victory,  and  th^t  the  controverfy  will  be  ai)iq[iatf4  fe/  W>  other  • 
pai5oi>  tl]gn  seal  for  juftice  and  Iqv^  of  trut|}, 
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For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  have  rcafon  to  believe,  tiiat  many  pro- 
ftfions  of  my  fincerity  will  not  be  neceilary  on  this  occafton,  becaufe 
I  dull  not  be  eafily  fufpefbd  of  any  partiality  in  favour  of  the  noble 
Ixd  to  whom  thi&  bill  immediately  relates.  It  is  well  lAiown  to 
joir  Lordihips  bow  freely  I  have  cenfured  his  conduft,  and-  how 
imariably  I  have  oppofed  thqfe-meafures  l^  which  the  nation  has  been 
bhr  exal()erated,  that  the  bill,  now  under  our  confideration,  has 
hui  thought  neceflary  by  the  Comnions,  to  pacify  the  general  dif* 
content,  to  reftore  the  public  tranquillity,  and  to  recover  that  cohfi- 
knce  in  the  government,  without  which  no  ha'ppinefs  is  to  be  ex^ 
jeBtA,  without  which  the  beft  meafures  will  always  be  obflfu£led 
by  Ac  people,  and  the  jufteft  remonftrances  difregarded  by  the 
cooit. 

But  however  laudable  may  be  the  end  propofed  by  (heGotT\mons^ 
I  cannot,  my  Lords,  be  fo  hi  dazzled  by  the  profpeft  of  obtaining  it, 
»  not  to  examine  the  means  to  which  we  are  invited  to  concur,  and 
cwpme  with  that  attention  which  the  honour  of- fitting  in  this  Houfe 
hs  made  my  duty,  whether  they  are  fuch  as  have  been  praAifed 
byooranceftors,  fuch  as  are  prefcnbed  by  the  law,  or  warranted  by 
pmdcncc. ' 

The  caution,  my  Lords,  with  which  our  anceftors  have  always 
pwseded  in  enquiries  by  which  life  or  death,  property  or  reputation 
^r»  endangered,  the  certainty,  or  at  Icaft  the  high  degree  of  probk- 
Uiiy,  which  they  required  in  evidence,  to  make  it  a  fufficient  ground 
«f  conridion,  is  unhrerfally  known  j  nor  is  it  neceffary  to  fticw  Acir 
^on  by  paiticular  examples,  becaufe  being  no  lefs  folicitous  for 
Ikeweibre  of  their  pofterity  than  for  their  own,  they  were  careful 
to  record  their  fentirtients  in  laws  and  ftatutes,  and  to  prefcribt 
•ith  the  ftrongeft  ian£tions  to  facceeding  governments,  what  they 
M  dtfeovered  by  their  own  refleSions,  or  been  taught  foy  their 
pitdetcBoirS. 

Tbcy  confidered,  my  Lords,  not  only  how  great  was  the  hardfliip 
rf  being  unjuftly  condemned,  but  likewife  how  much  a  man  might 
fcfc  by  being  falfely  accufed ;  how  much  he  might  be  harrafied  by 
•  profacution,  and  how  fenfibly  he  might  feel  the  difgrace  of  a  trial, 
Tbey  knew  that  to  be  charged  with  guilt  implied  fome  degree  of  re- 
fNiKh,  and  that  it  gave  room  at  leaft  for  an  inference  that  the 
i  bovn  condufi  of  the  perfon  accufed  was  fuch  as  made  it  probable^ 
ihit^  w«s  fiiU  more  wicked  than  he  appeared  i  they  knew  that  the 

credulity 
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creduIiQr  of  fome  in^ht  admk  die  ciiarge  upon  tevidence  that  mu  re- 
jedbd  by  the  court,  and  that  difiereitce  «f  party,  4x  private  quarrcbt 
might  provoke  others  to  propagate  reports  once  publilhed,  even  whco 
in  their  g^n  opinion  they  were  fiiiiciently  confuted ;  and  that  there* 
fore  ao  innocent  man  might  languifii  in  inlamy  by  a  grodndleb  j 
charge,  though  be  (houU  efcape  any  legal  penalty. 

It  has  therefore,^  my  Lords,  Wen  immemorially  eftabliflied  in  this 
nation,  that  no  man  can  be  apprehended,  or  called  into  «iuefly>a  foe 
any  crime  tiO  there  fliali  be  proof. 

Firft,  that  there  is  a  Corpus  DeMi^  a  crime  really  and  vifiUycoa- 
mitted ;  thus  before  a  procefs  can  be  liTued  out  for  enquiring  after  a 
murderer,  it  muft  be  apparent  that  a  murder  has  been  perpetrated, 
the  dead  body  muft  be  expofed  to  a  jury,  and  it  muft  appear  to  them 
that  he  died  by  violeoce.  It  is  not  fiiflkient  diat  a  man  is  loft,  and 
that  it  is  probable  that  he  is  murdered,  becaufe  no  other  reafon  of  lul 
abfence  can1)e  affigned ;  he  muft  be  found  with  the  marks  of  fiarce 
upon  faim^  or  fome  circumftanccs  that  may  make  it  credible,  that  hi 
did  not  perilh  by  accident,  or  his  own  hand. 

It  ia  required,  iecondly,  my  Lords,  .that  he  who  appreheods  aay 
perfon  as  guilty  of  the  hA  thus  apparently  committed,  muft  fufped 
bim  tQ  be  the  criminal  ^  for  he  is  not  to  take  an  opportunity,  afforded 
him  by  the  commiffion  of  an  illegal  ad,  to  gratify  any  ftcret  mslioei 
or  wanton  curiofity,  or  to  drag  to  a  folenm  examination,  thofe  agaioft 
Whom  he  cannot  fupport  an  accuiation. 

And,  my  Lords,  that  fufpicion  may  not  ravage  the  reputatioo  «f 
Britons  without  controul ;  that  men  may  not  give  way  to  the  men 
fuggeftions  of  malevolence,  and  load  the  charaAera  of  dio6  with 
atrocious  wickednefs,  whom  perhaps  they  have  no  rea)  reafon  to  be« 
lieve  more  depraved  than  the  bulk  of  qiankind,  and  wbofe  faiUag^ 
may  have  been  exaggerated  in  their  eyes  by  contrariety  of  opintOOf  or 
accidental  competition,  it  is  required  in  the  third  place,  my  Lordly 
that  whoever  apprehends  or  molefts  another  on  fi^picion  of  a  crine^ 
ihall  be  able  to  give  the  reafons  of  his  (ufpiciou,  and  to  prove  dwoi 
}>y  competent  evidence.  ^  , 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  three  eflentials  which  the  wifdom  of  oof 
aneeftors  has  made  indifpenfably  previous  to  the  arreft  or  imprtfim* 
ment  of  the  meaneft  Briton ;  it  muft  appear,  that  tliere  is  a  crimi 
committed,  thai  the  perfon  tobe  feixed  is  fufpefied  of  having  coAii 
mitted  it,  and  that  the  fufpicioi^  is  founded  upon  probohility.  .  %eqpM 
S'  to 

t 
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bn  h  fal(bitiri)le  in  thdr  own  nature^  (o  ncceflary  to  tte  proCeAiod 
of  every  man's  quiet  and  reputation,  and  by  confequence  fo  uieful  to 
tkfccttiity  and  happinefs  of  fociety^  that  Ifuppoie  Acy  will  need  no 
bfpott  or  vindicatioo.  Every  man  is  interefteJ  in  the  continuance 
of  this  method  of  proceeding,  becaufe  no  man  is  fecure  from  fuSering 
bftfae  interruption  or  abolition  of  it. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  care  and  caution  which  the  law  dire£b  in 
tke  M  part  of  any  criminal  procefs,  the  detainment  of  the  perfon 
fcppoibd  guilty ;  nor  is  the  methdd  of  triid  prefcribed  with  lefs  regard 
to  the  fecttrity  of  innocence. 

k  is  an  eftabliflied  maxim,  that  no  man  can  be  obliged  to  acculb 
bimicl^  or  to  anfwer  any  queftions  which  may  have  any  tendency  to 
dlicover  what  the  nature  of  his  defence  requires  to  be  concealed* 
His  guilt  muft  appear  either  by  a  voluntary  and  unconftrained  con* 
feffioo,  which  the  terrors  of  confcience  have  fometimes  extorted,  and 
die  notoriety  of  the  crime  has  at  other  times  produced,  or  by  the 
depofition  of  focli  witnefles  as  the  jury  (ball  think  worthy  of  belief. 

To  die  credibility  of  an^  witnefs  it  is  always  requifice  that  he  be 
difinteFefted,  that  his  own  caufe  be  not  involved  in  that  of  the  peifoa 
i^ftandsatthebar^  that  he  has  no  profped  of  advancing  his  for* 
tone,  clearing  his  reputation,  or  fecuring  his  life.  For  it  is  made 
too  plain  by  daily  examples,  that  intereft  will  prevait  over  the  virtoe 
^  moft  men,  and  that  it  is  not  fafe  to  believe  thofe  who  are  ftronglf 
tempted  to  deceive. 

There  arc  cafes,  my  Lords,  where  the  intereft  of  the  perfon  offering 
bis  evidence  is  fo  apparent,  that  he  is  not  even  admitted  to  be  htfard ; 
^  any  benefit  which  may  poi&bly  be  propofed,  is  admitted  as  an 
^ibje&ioo  to  evidence,  and  weakens  it  in  a  meafure  proportioiute  to 
tbcdiftancc  of  the  profpeft  and  the  degree  of  profit. 

Such  are  Ac  rules  hitherto  followed  in  criminal  proceedings,  the 
^^uiiation  of  which  has  been  always  cenfured  as  cruelty  and  oppreffion, 
•nd  perhaps  always  been  repented  even  by  thofe  who  propofed  and 
defended  it,  when  the  commotions  of  party  have  fubfided,  and  the 
i>est  of  oppdition  and  refentment  has  given  way  to  unnrejudtced 
»«caion.  * 

,  Of  diefe  rules,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  produce  any  de« 
faict  fiom  the  pra£Uce  of  diftant  nations,  becaufe  it  is  fufficient  in 
tiiepre&nt  cafe,  that  they  are  eftabliflied  by  the  conftitution  of  this 
foontry,  to  which  erery  Briton  has  a  right  to  appeal  $  for  how  can 
8  any 
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any  man  defend  his  condud:,  if  having  a£ted  under  one  law,  he  is 
'  to  be  tried  by  another  ? 

Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  apply  thefe  rules  to  the  prefent  bill, 
and  enquire  what  regard  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  them  by  Ae 
Comnions,  and  how  well  we  fhall  obferve  them  by  concurring  in 
thdr  defign. 

With  rcfpeft  to  the  firft,  by  which  it  is  required,  that  there  fc  a 
known  and  manifcft  crime,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  engaged  the 
Icaft  attention  in  the  other  Houfe ;  for  no  facl  is  fpecificd  in  thcbiB 
upon  which  a  profecution  can  be  founded,  and  therefore  to  enquire 
after  evidence  is  fomcwhat  prepoftcrous  ;  it  is  nothing  left  than  te 
invite  men  •  to  give  their  opinion  without  a  fubjeft,  and  to  anfwcr 
without  a  queftion. 

It  may  be  urged,  indeed,  that  there  is  a  univerfal  difcontent  ovef 
the  whole  nation,  that  the  clamour  againft  the  perfon  mentioned  in 
the  bill,  has  been  continued  for  many  years ;  that  the  influence  of  the 
nation  is  impaired  in  foreign  countries;  that  our  treafury  is  exhauftcd  j 
that  our  liberties  have  been  attacked,  our  properties  invaded,  and  our 
morals  corrupted  j  but  thefe  arc  yet  only  rumours,  without  proof 
and  without  legal  certainty ;  which  may  indeed  with  great  propriety 
give  occafion  to  an  enquiry,  and  perhaps  by  that  enquiry  fonie  h&s 
may  be  afcertamed  which  may  afford  fufficient  reafons  for  fiuther 
procedure. 

But  fuch,  my  Lords,  is  the  form  of  the  bill  now  before  us,  that 
if  it  fhould  pafs  into  a  ftatute,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  piit  a  ftop  to 
all  future  enquiry,  by  making  thofe  incapable  of  giving  evidence,  who 
have  had  moft  opportunities  of  knowing  thofe  tranfa£H6ns,  which 
have  given  the  chief  occafion  of  fufpicion,  and  from  whom  therefore 
the  mod:  important  information  muft  naturally  be  expelled. 

The  firft  requifite  qualification  of  a  witnefs,  whether  we  confuH 
natural  equity  and  reafon,  or  the  common  law  of  our  own  country, 
is  difintercftedneft  j  an  indifierence,  with  regard  to  all  outward  cir- 
cumftances,  about  the  event  of  the  trial  at  which  his  teftimony  is 
required.  •  For  he  that  is  called  as  a  witnefs  where  he  is  intereiled, 
is  in  reality  giving  evidence  in  his  own  caufe. 

But  this  qualification,  my  Lords,  the  bill  now  before  us  manifeftly 
takes  away  j  for  every  man  who  (hall  appear  againft  the  perfon  into 
whofe  conduft  the  Commons  are  enquiring,  evidently  promotes,  in 
the  highcft  degree,  his  own  intercft  by  bis  evidence,  as  he  ma^  pre- 
cede 
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cUe  afl  examination  of  his  own  behaviour^  and  fccure  the  pofieffion 

cf  that  wealth  which  he  has  accumulated  by  fraud  and  oppreffion^ 
vpeihaps  preferve  that  life  which  the  juftice  of  the  nation  might 
ute  away. 

Nodufl^  nty  lA>rdSy  is  more  obvious  than  that  this  offer  of  in* 
kawitj  may  produce  perjury  and  ialfe  aCcuiation ;  notfaing.is  more 
frababk  than  that  he  who  is  confctous  of  any  atrocious  villainies, 
which  he  cannot  certainly  fecure  from  difcovecy,  will  fnatch  this  op- 
portunity of  committing  one  crime  more,  to  fet  himfelf  free  from 
the  dread  of  puniihment,  and  blot  out  his  own  guilt  for  ever^  by 
du^Dg  Lord  Orford  as  one  of  his  accomplices. 

It  may  be  urged,  my  Lords,  that  he  who  fhall  give  ialfe  evidence^ 
Ibrietts  the  indemnity  to  which  the  honeft  witnefs  is  entitled ;  but  let 
»  ooofider  why  this  (hould  be  now,  rather  than  in  any  former  time, 
xcouated  a  fufficient  fecurity  againft  falihood  and  perjury.  It  is  at 
all  times  criminal,  and  at  all  times  punifbable,  to  commit  perjury  f. 
and  yet  it  has  been  hitherto  thought  necefiary,  not  only  to  deter  it  bjie 
dbfequent  penalties,  but  to  take  away  all  previous  temptations  -,  no 
naa's  oath  will  be  admitted  in  his  own  caufe,  though  offered  at  the 
ittard  of  the  puniihment  inflided  upon  perjury*  To  offer  indem- 
Bty  to  invite  evidence,  and  to  deter  them  from  falfe  accufations  by 
Ae  ferfeiture  of  it,  even  though  we  Ihould  allow  to  the  penal  claufe 
d  the  efficacy  which  can  be  expeded  by  thofe  who  propofed  it,  is. 
Mlf  to  fet  one  part  of  the  bill  at  variance  with  the  other,  to  eredt 
and  demolifh  at  the  fame  time. 

Bat  it  may  be  proved,  my  Lords,  that  the  reward  will  have  more 
Bkeoce  than  tiie  penalty ;  and  that  every  man  who  can  reafon  upon 
<he  condition  in  which  he  is  placed  by  this  bill,  will  be  more  incited 
to  accufe  Lord  Oxford,  however  unjuftly,  by  the  pro(pe£l  of  iecu* 
ntj,  than  indmidated  by  the  forfeiture  incurred  by  perjury. 

for,  let  us  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  a  man  whofe  conduct  expofes  him 
topuniihffient,  and  who  knows  that  he  (hall  not  long  be  able  to  con-, 
ttai  it  (  friiat  can  be  more  apparently  his  intereft,  than  to  contrive 
fiich  inaccuiation  as  may  complicate  his  own  wickednefs  with  fome 
^aaCiAbna  of  the  perfon  to  whom  this  bill  relates  ?  He  may  i|Kieed 
Wpoibly  confuted,  and  lofe  the  benefit  offered  by  thf  ftate ;  but  the 
Ul  of  it  will  not  place  him  in  a  condition  more  dangerous  than. 
Aat  which  lie  was  ia  before }  he  has  already  dcferved  a}!  the  feveritf 

•  to 
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to  wkadk  perjury  wiO  expofe  hii%  and  by  forgif^  a  Mi  and  ndl* 
qwoeSted  calumny,  he  has  at  leaft  a  chance  of  cfcaping. 

Let  us  (mffok^  my  Lords,  that  the  biU  now  under  our  oonfid^a- 
tion  affigtied  a  pecuniary  reward  to  any  man  who  (houM  appear 
againft  this  perfon,  witk  a  claufc  by  which  he  thatflioukl  accufehim 
fidfely  fiuadd  be  difmtflrd  without  his  pay ;  woidd  not  dus  appeajr 
a  method  of  profecutioA  contrary  to  law,  and  reaion,  and  jufitse  ? 
Would  not  every  num  immediately  difoover,  diat  the  witnefies  were 
bribed,  and  therefore  they  would  deferve  no  credit  i  And  what  is  th^ 
difference  between  the  advantage  now  offered  and  any  other  cod« 
fideradon,  except  that  fcarcely  any  other  reward  can  be  o&redfo 
great,  and  confequendy  fi>  likely  to  influence  i 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  patrons  of  this  bill  evideady 
call  for  teftimony  from  the  abandoned  and  die  profligate,  from  mea 
whom  they  fuppoie  necefiarily  to  codeft  their  own  crimes  in  their 
depofidons;  and  furely  wretches  like  thefe  ought  not  to  be  folicited 
to  perjury  by  die  oflSer  of  a  reward. 

How  cniel  muft  all  impartial  fpe^tors  of  the  public  tranfiifdons. 
account  a  pn)fecudon  like  this  ?  What  would  be  your  Lortfiips 
judgment^  ibould  you  read,  that  in  any  diftant  age,  or  remote  coua- 
try,  a  man  was  condemned  upon  the  evidence  of  perfens  pobKcIy 
hired  to  accufe  him,  and  who^  by  diw  own  confeffion,  were  trakois 
to  their  country  I 

That  wickednefs,  my  Lords,  fliould  be  extirpated  by  ieverity,  and 
juffice  rigoroufly  exercifed  upon  public  offenders,  is  the  uncontco* 
verted  intereft  of  every  country ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  doobttd, 
that  in  all  ages  the  refie£dons  of  die  wifeft  men  have  been  emp^]ied 
upon  the  moft  proper  methods  of  detefdng  oflfences^  and  fincethe 
fcheme  now  propofed  has  never  been  pra^fed,  or  never  but  by  die 
moft  opprefive  tyrants,  in  the  moft  flagitious  times,  it  is  evident, 
that  it  has  been  thought  inconfifteot  widiequity^  and  of  a  tendeocy 
contrary  to  public  happbefs* 

i  am  very  £sr,  my  Lords,  fromdefiring  that  anyhreacbof  nadonal 
truft  ihottld  efcape  detoflion,  or  that  a  public  ofl&ceihould  afford  ir- 
curttjlto  bribery,  extortion,  or  oorrupdon.  I  am  far  from  intending' 
td  patrtmife  die  conduA  of  die  perfon  menttoi^d  in  the  pre&nt  bill. 
Ltt  the  Commons  proceed  with  the  utmoft  feverity,  but  let  diem  not. 
d^viate^  from  juftice.  If.  he  has  forfeited  his  fortune^  Jiis  faonou^ 
or  his  life,  let  them  by  a  legal  proccfi  be  taken  from  him  i  but  let  it 

always 
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shrajs  be  confidered,  that  he,  like  every  other  man,  is  to  be  aHowed 
tin  common  methods  of  felf-defence ;  that  he  is  to  ftand  or  fall  by 
die  laws  of  his  country,  and  to  retain  the  ^privileges  of  a  Briton,  tili 
itftaU  appear  that  he  has  forfeited  them  by  his  crimes. 

To  cenfure  guilt,  my  Lords,  is  undoubtedly  neceflary,  and  to 
eii[tttreiBto  the  condud  of  men  in  power  incontefiably  juft;-  but  by 
ihe^nrs  boch  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  means  as  well  as  the  end  arc 
jKfcribed,  return  reSie^  Ugitimum  legitime  faciendum ;  we  muft  not 
oiiy  propofe  a  good  end  in  our  condud,  but  muft  attain  it  by  tluLt 
nctliod  which  equity  direSs  and  die  law  prefcribes. 

How  well,  my  Lords,  the  law  has  been  obferved  hitherto  on  tht» 
occafion,  I  cannot  but  propofe  that  your  Lordihips  fliould  confided 
It  is  weD  known,  that  the  Commons  cannot  claim  a  right  to  ad« 
nioifier  an  oath,  and  therefore  can  only  examine  witne(fe8  by  fimple 
intarrpgatories.  That  they  cannot  confer  upon  a  committee  the 
power  which  they  have  not  themfelves,  is  indubitably  certain  i  and 
thcrefiut  it  is  evident,  that  they  have  exceeded  their  privil^s,  and 
proceeded  in  their  enquiry  by  methods  which  the  laws  of  this  nation 
wili  not  fupport. 

That  they  cannot^  my  Lords,  in  their  own  right  adminifter  an 
^  they  apparently  confefi  by  the  pradice  of  calling  in  on  that 
•cca&m  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  who,  as  foon  as  he  has  performed  hie 
olce,  is  expeAed  to  retire.  This,  my  Lords,  is  an  evident  elufion^ 
^  it  is  always  intended,  diat  he  who  gives  an  oath,  gives  it  in  confer 
Vcact  of  his  right  to  uke  the  examination ;  but  in  this  cafe  the  wit-* 
<k6  tikes  an  oath,,  cwam  nenjudice^  before  a  magiftrate  that  has  na 
power  to  bterrogate  him,  and  is  interrogated  by  thofe  who  have  xnof 
light  to  require  his  oath. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  my  opinion  of  the  conduft  of  the  Committer 
<f  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  whom  I  cannot  but  conclude  diat  fSutf 
kave  aiiimed  a  right  which  die  conftitution  of  our  government  con* 
^  only  on  your  Lofdfliips,  as  a  Houfe  of  Senate,  a  Court  of  Judi«^ 
tatnre,  and  therefore  cannot  diink  it  prudent  to  confirm  their  pro* 
c^edings  by  an  approbation  of  this  bill. 

The  Commons  may  indeed  imagine  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  a^Surt 
*^  it  neoeifiury  to  proceed  by  extraordinary  methods,  they  mzf 
Mieve  that  die  nation  will  not  be  ladsfied  widu>ut  a  difcovery  of 
Aole  fiauds  which  have  been  fo  long  pra£tifed,  and  the  puniflimeQt 
^  Me  men  by  whom  diey  have  to  long  thought  tbemfelves  betrayed 

and 
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-that^  we  <ought.ixit  either  to  irecede  from,  jufticse^  or  from  our  own 
^fights  Ca  fati$iy  the  expe^tiioQs  of  the. people. 
L  To  remonftrate  againft  ^is  invafion  of  .our  privileges^  my  Lord% 
-anght  be^t  this  jun&ure  improper;  thedifpute  might  in  this  time  of 
.*  cnmmotion  and  viciifitude  diibra^  the  attention  of  tbofe  to  whom  tfaft 
*^falic  affairs  are  committed,  retard  the  bufmefs  of  the  nation^  and 
give  our  enemies  thofe  advantages  vi^hich  they  can  never  hope  bom 
?lheir  own  cQur^ge^  or  policy,  or  ftrength.  It  may  therefore  be  prudent 
,  on  this  occafion,  only  not  to  admit  the  right  which  they  have  aflumedf 
:^  fdd$fy  ourfelves  with  retaining  our  privileges,  without  oequiring 
jiny  further  confirmation  of  them,  and  only  defeat  the  inyaiion  of 
tbem  by  rejeding  the  bill,  which  is  indeed  of  fuch  a  ]pind  as  cannot  be 
«on£rmed  without  hazarding  not  only  our  own  rights,  bvc  thofe  ef 
:«very  Briton. 

.  For  here  is  a  fpecies  of  teftimony  invited,  which  is  hitherto  an* 
IflowA  to  our  law,  and  from  which  it  may  be  difiicult  to  tell  who  cm 
.befecure ;  thewitnefies  zte  required  todiicloft  all  matters  refaitingta 
the  conduct  of  Lord  Orford^  according  to  the  beji  of.thsir  knwilcdpi 
Ktmembranci^  $r  belief!  A  form  of  depofition,  my  Lords,  of  great 
ktitude;  a  man's  belief  may  be  inflnenced  by  the  report  of  Htthcis 
.who  may  deceive  him,  by  his  obfervatipn  of  circumftances  either  tt^ 
iDote  in  themfelves,  or  imperfe&ly  difcovcred,  or  by  hrs  own  reafon* 
ings,  which  muft  be  juft  or  fallacious  according  to  bi8'abilitie&;.  but 
which  muft  yet  have  the  fame  ctk&  upon  his  belief^  wbieh  they  will 
influence,  not  in  proportion  to  their  real  ftrength,  but  to  the  confix 
dcAce  placed  in  them  by  hlmfelf; 

.  There  is  only  one  cafe^  my  Lords,  in  which,  by  the  comrooa 
courfe  of  proceedings,  any  regard  is  had  to  mere  belief  and  this 
evidence  is  only  accepted  on  that  occafioo^  bccaufe  jio  other  can 
poffibly  be  obtained^  When  any  claim  is  to  be  determined  by  written 
f  i^idences,  of  which,  in  order  to  prove  their  Validity,  it  is  neceflary 
to  enquite.by  whom  they  were  dr^wn  or  figned ;  tbofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  writing  of  a  dead  per£bn,  ape  admitted  to  deliver, 
iipQn4Mtth,  their  belief  that  the  writing  alcribed  to  him,  was  or  was. 
not  his;  but  fuch  fecondary  witnefles  are  never  called,  .when  <iit 
fsrfwx  can  be  produced  whofe  hand  is,  to  be  pp^ved^  •  i 
y  .Tiiejoeis  yet  another  reafon  for  which  it  h  ieiporeper  to^idmit  lifdi 
cvidroce  as  this  hill  has  9  tendency  to  promos. ,  JU is. weU  Irmwo^t 
i   '^  *        ..       chat 
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thtt  in  aU  the  counsel  common  laW)  the  perfon  accufed  is  in  feme 
<i^cee;fecured  from  the  danger  of  being  overborne  by  falfe  accufa- 
tioos,  by  the  penalty  vhich  may  beinfliSed  upon  witnelTes  difcovered 
to  be  perjured ;  but  in  the  method  of  examination  now  propofed,  a 
method  unknown  to  the  conftitution,  no  fuch  fecurity  can  be  ob- 
tained, for  there  is  no  provifion  made  by  the  laws  for  the  puniihment 
of  a  man  who  (hall  give  falfe  evidence  before  a  committee  of  the 
Boufe  of  Commons. 

It  may  likewife  be  obferved,  that  this  bill  wants  one  of  the  moft 

eflential  properties  of  a  law,  perfpicuity  and  determinate  meaning ; 

here  is  an  indemnity  promifed  to  thofe  who  (hall  difcover  AJLL  that 

they  hrnvj  nnumberj  or  believe.     A  very  extcnfive  demand,   and 

which  may  therefore  be  liable  to  more  fallacies  and  evafions  than  can 

behnmediately  enumerated  or  detecSled.     For  how  can  any  one  prove 

that  he  has  a  claim  to  the  indemnity  ?    He  may,  indeed,  make  fomc 

difcoveriel,  but  whether  he  does  not  conceal  fomething,  who  can 

determine?  May  not  fuch  refer ves  be  fufpe£led,  when  his  anfwers 

flull  not  latisly  the  expe£bitions  of  his  interrogators  ?   And  may  not 

that  fiifpidon  deprive  him  of  the  benefit  of  the  a£t?  May  not  a  man, 

from  want  of  memory,  or  prefence  of  mind,  omit  fomething  at  his 

oainiiiatioQ  which  he  may  appear  afterwards  to  have  known  ?  And 

fince  no  human  being  has  the  power  of  diftinguifliing  exactly  between 

ivihsand  frailties,  may  not  the  defied  of  his  memory  be  charged  on 

him  as  a  criminal  fuppreffion  of  a  known  faft  f  And  may  not  he  be 

left  to  faSer  the  confequences  of  his  own  confeffion  ?  Will  not  the 

Ul  give  an  apparent  opportunity  for  partiality?   And  will  not  life 

sni  death,  liberty  and  impriibnment,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 

ONDfflittee  of  the  Commons  ?  May  they  not  be  eafily  fatisfied  with 

iofermations  of  one  man,  and  incellantly  prefs  another  to  farther  dif- 

coverics?   May  they  not  call  fome  men  nptorioufly  criminal    to 

caminatioo,  only  tofecure  them  from  punifhment,  and  fet  them  out 

^the  reach  of  juftice  ?  And  extort  from  others  fuch  anfwers  as  may 

kft  promote  their  views,  by  declaring  themfelves  uniatisfied  with  the 

extent  of  their  teftimony  ?  And  will  not  this  be  an  extortion  of  evi« 

knot  equivalent  to  the  methods  pradifed  in  the  moft  defpottc  go«- 

venunents,  and  the  moft  barbarous  nations  ? 

•  Ithas  always  been  the  praife  of  this  Houfe  to  pay  an  equal  regard  to 
jafbce  and  to  mercy,  and  to  follow  without  partiality^  the  diredtoa 
tf  icafon,  and  the  light  of  truth  ^  and  hQW  ^nfiftently  with  this  cha« 
Vol.  II,  K  rader^ 
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radkr,  which  it  ought  to  be  our  higheft  aittbition  to  maintain,  wft 
can  ratify  the  prefeat  bill  your  Lord(hips  are  this  day  to  confider.  It 
is  to  be  enquired,  whether  to  fuppofe  a  man  guilty,  only  becaufe  feme 
guilt  is  fufpefted,  be  agreeable  to  juftice  ;  and  whether  it  be  rational 
before  there  is  any  proof  of  a  crime,  to  point  ou\  the  criminal. 

We  are  to  confider,  my  Lords,  whether  it  is  not  unjuft  to  bear, 
againft  any  man>  an  evidence  who  is  hired  to  accufe  him,  and  hired 
with  a  reward  which  he  cannot  receive  without  confeffing  himfelf  a 
tnan  unworthy  of  belief. 

It  is  to  be  enquired,  whether  the  evidence  of  a  man  who  declares 
only  wlbat  he  believes  ought  to  be  admitted,  when  the  nature  of  the 
crime  allows  ftronger  proof,  and  whether  any  man  ought  to  be  exa- 
mined where  he  cannot  be  puniflied  if  he  be  found  perjured. 

A  natural  andjuft  regard  to  our  own  rights,  on  the  preferfation  of 
which  the  continuance  of  the  conftitution  muft  depend,  ought  to 
alarm  us  at  the  appearance  of  any  attempt  to  invade  them  j  and  die 
xieceifity  of  known  forms  of  juftice,  ought  to  incite  us  to  the  pre-   < 
vention  of  any  innovation  in  the  methods  of  profecuting  offenders. 

For  my  own  part,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  approve  either  the  princi- 
ples or  form  of  the  bill.  I  think  it  ncceffary  to  proceed  by  known 
precedents,  when  there  is  no  immediate  danger  that  requires  extraor* 
dinary  meafures,  of  which  I  am  £ar  from  being  convinced  that  they 
are  neceflary  on  the  prefent  occafion*  I  think  that  the  certainty  of  a 
crime  ought  to  precede  the  profecution  of  a  criminal,  and  I  fee  diat 
there  is  in  the  prefent  cafe  no  crime  attempted  to  be  proved.  The 
Commons  have,  in  my  opinion,  already  exceeded  their  privileges, 
and  I  would  not  willingly  confirm  their  new  claims.  For  tbefc 
xeafons,  my  Lords,  I  openly  declare^  that  I  cannot  agree  to  the  bill's 
being  read'a.fecond  time. 

•  Lord  Talbot  fpoke  next  to  this  effeft :— My  Lords,  fo  high  is  my 
veneration  for  this  great  AfiemUy,  that  it  is  never  without  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  rciblution  that  I  can  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  give  my  feno* 
ments  upon  any  queftion  that  is  the  (iibjed  of  debate,  however  ftroog 
oiay  be  my  convi&ion,  or  however  ardeAt  my  s^al. 

But  in  a  very  particular  degree  do  I  diftruft  my  own  abiliticli 
when  I  find  my  opinion  con^ary  to  that  of  the  noble  Lord  who  1«i 
cow  fpoken  5  and  it  is  no  connnon  perplexity  to  be  reduced  to  tb» 
difficult  choice  of  either  iupprelSng  my  thoughts,  or  expofing  iStiM 
<o  fo  diiadvantageous  a  contrail, 

.       .    Yet, 
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Yet,  lince  iuch  is  my  prefent  ftate,  that  I  cannot  avoid  a  .declara* 
tion  of  my  thoughts  on  this  qocftion,  without  being  condemned  in  my 
own  bread  as  a  deferter  o(  my  country,  nor  utter  them  without  the 
danger  of  becomipg  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  your  Lordihips :  I 
will,  however,  fdlow  my  confcience,  rather  than  my  intereft ;  and 
though  I  (houM  lofe  any  part  of  my  little  reputation,  I  flull  findan 
ample  recbmpence  from  the  confcioufnefis  that  I  loft  it  in  the  difcharg« 
of  my  duty,  on  an  occaficin  which  requires  from  eyery  good  man  the 
hazard  of  his  life« 

The  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  have  had  upon  me  an  ttkSt 
which  they  never,  perhaps,  produced  on  any  part  of  his  audience  be«» 
fore ;  they  have  confirmed  me  in  the  contrary  opinion  to  that  whicli 
he  has  endeavoured  to  maintain.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  in  fom^ 
encounters,  not  to  put  to  flight  is  to  obtain  the  viAory ;  and,  ifi  a 
controverfy  with  the  noble  Lord,  not  to  be  convinced  by  him,  is  to 
receive  a  fufficient  proof  that  the  caufe  in  which  be  is  engaged  is  not 
to  be  defended  by  wit,  eloquence,  or  learning. 

On  the  preient  queftion,  my  Lords,  as  on  all  others,  he  has  pro-* 
duced  all  that  can  be  urged,  either  from  the  knowledge  of  paft  age$t 
or  experience  of  the  pre&nt ;  all  that  ihs  fcholar  or  the  ftatefman  can 
fuppiy  has  been  accumulated,  one  argument  has  been  added  to 
aaodier,  and  all  the  powers  of  a  great  capacity  have  been  employed, 
only  to  ihow  that  right  ^nd  .wrong  cannot  be  confounded^  and  tha^ 
£dlacy  can  never  ftrike  with  the  force  of  truth. 

When  I  fiirvey  the  argument  of  the  noble  Lord,  difrobed  of  tboie 
ornaments  which  his  imagination  has  fo  liberally  beftowed  upon  them, 
I  am  furprifed  at  the  momentary  eSs6t  which  they  had  upon  my 
mind,  and  which  tfaey  could  not  have  produced  had  they  been  clothed 
in  the  language  of  any  other  peribn* 

For  when  I  recoUefl,  fingly,  the  particular  pofitions  upon  which 
hk  opinion  feems  to  be  founded,  I  do  not  find  them  by  any  means 
uncontrovertible,  (bme  of  them  feem  at  beft  uncertain,  and  fome 
evidendy  miftaken. 

That  there  it  no  a^^parent  crime  committed,  and  that  therefore  no 
legal  enquiry  can  be  made  after  die  criminal,  I  cannot  hear  without 
tSonilhmenr.  Is  our  commo-ce  ruined,  are  our  troops  deftroyed,  are 
the  morals  of  the  people  vitiated,  is  the  fenate  crouded  with  do-- 
yendents,  are  our  fleets  difarmed,  our  allies  betrayed,  and  our  ene- 
mies fupported  without  a  crime  ?  Was  there  no  certainty  of  any 

K  2  cr^me 
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crime  eoniinkted,  when  it  was  moved  to  petsdon  Us  MqcAy  to  Jif' 
mifs  this  perfon-from  his  onmeHs  fix:  over  i 

It  has  been  obferved,  my  Lords,  tbsit  aotfamg  but  the  fight  of  ^ 
dead  body  can  warrant  a  parftrit  after  the  murderer  s  but  this  is  a-coop 
ceffion  fufficient  for  the  prefent  piirpofe ;  for  if,  upon  the  fig^t  of  e 
murdered  perfon,  the  murderer  may  lawfully  be  enquired  after,  and 
thofe  who  are  reafonably  fufpeded  detained  and  examined  j  with  afp4 
rea(bn,  my  Lords,  may  the  furvey  of  a  ruined  nation,  a  nation  op- 
prefled  with  burtbenfome  taxes,  devoured  by  the  caterpillars  of  a 
jAanding  army,  funk  into  contempt  in  every  foreign  court^  aiid*re>- 
pining  at  the  daily  4^y  of  its  commerce,  and  the  daily  mult^iok 
tion  of  its  opprefibrs,  incite  us  to  an  enquiry  after  the  auidkor  of  i» 
miferies.    - 

It  is  aflerted,  that  no  man  ought  to  be  called  into  iqueftion  for  any 
crime,  who  is  not  fufpefied  of  having  committed  it«  This,  m; 
Lords,  is  a  rule  not  only  reaibnable  in  iticlf,  but  fonarurally  obierved, 
that  I  believe  it  never  yet  was  broken  ;  and  am  certain,  «o  man  vrill 
be  charged  with  the  violation  of  it,  fin:  accufing  this  perfon  as  an 
•enemy  to  his  country. 

But  he  that  declares  his  fu^cion,  may  be  called  upon  to  difcovsr 
upon  what  fiiAs  it  is  founded ;  nor  will  this  part  of  the  law  produce 
any  difficulty  in  the  prefent  cafe,  for  as  every  man  in  the  nation  liif- 
pcds  diis  perfon  of  the  moft  enormous  crimes,  every  man  can  proluce 
fufficient  arguments  to  juftify  his  opinioii,  . 

On  all  other  occafions»  my  Lords,  public  fame  is  allowed  fooe 
wei^t;  that  any  man  is  univerially  accountdi  wicked,  will  Ui 
ftrength  to  the  teftimony  brought  againft  htm  for  any  pardcid^ 
offence  $  and  it  is  at  leaft  a  fufficient  reafon  for  calling  any  man  to 
examination  that  ^  crime  is  committed,  and  he  is  generally  reportfd 
to  be  the  author  of  it* 

•    That  this  is  the  ftate  of  the  perfon  ittto  whofe  condtt&  the  Con* 

mons  are  now  enquiring,  that  he  is  cenfured  by  every  raaa  in  ^ 

kingdom,  whofe  fontiments  are  not  repreiicd  by  vifiUe  infiuende, 

that  he  has  no  friends  but  thofe  who  have  fold  their  imegfily  for  the 

plunder  of  die  public,  and  that  all  who  are  not  eoemiAa  to  tbfir 

country,  have,  for  many  yeairs,  inceffimtly  flrug^ed  to  drag  -ibun 

down  fiom  the  pinnacle  of  power,  and  expofe  him  to  that  punifltmeflt 

vwhicfa  he  has  fo  long  deferved^  and  fo  long  defied,  is  evident  hep^ 

.coatradi^Uon.  •  ^ 

,  Let 
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XtCit  oot  therefcMbe  urged;  nf  Lords,  that  there  is  no  certaiiiiy 
of  a  crime  whidi  is  proved  to  the  coimAion  of  every  lioneft  mind  $ 
te  it  not  be  Aid  tint  it  is  unreafimaUe  to  fuipea  this  man,  mhom  the 
wee  of  the  people,  a  voice  always  to  be  reverenced,  has  fo  lon^ 
condemned* 

The  method  of  procuring  evidence  againft  him  by  an  aft  of  in* 
demnity  has  been  reprefented  by  the  noble  Lord  as  not  agreeable  to 
jtiftice  or  to  law :  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law  I  am  far  from  ima- 
gining myfidf  able  to  contend  with  him ;  but  I  think  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  obferve,  that  a  perfon  of  the  higfaeft  eminence  in  that 
pvtfeffion,  whofe  long  ftudy  and  great  abilities  ^ve  bis  decifions  an 
meommon  claim  to  authority  and  veneration,  and  who  was  alwaya 
coofidered  in  diis  Houfe  with  die  hig^ieft  regard,  appears  to  have  en* 
lertained  a  vefy  different  opnion. 

It  was  declared  by  him,  without  the  leaft  reftridHon,  that  all  means 
were  lawfU  which  tended  to  the  difcovery  of  truth,  and  therefore  the 
public  may  jtrfHy  exped  that  extraordinary  methods  fliould  bo  ufed 
upon  occaGons  of  uncomnum  importance* 

Nor  does  this  expedient  appear  to  me  very  remote  from  the  daily 
praGKoe  of  promifing  pardon  to  thieves,  on  condition  that  they  will 
mke  diicoveries  by  which  their  confederates  may  be  brought  to 
]uftice» 

If  we  e«mine  only  die  equity  of  diis  procedure,  witfaoiit  regaid  to 
the  examines  of  former  times,  it  appears  to  roe  eafily  defcnriblei  for 
wkat  can  be  more  rational  thin  to  break  a  cmfederacy  of  wretches 
eombined  for  the  deftmfiUon  of  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  by  dividmg 
^r  inteneftf  and  making  ufe,  for  the  puUic  good,  of  that  regard  for 
ttieir  own  &fety,  which  has  ftrallovml  up  every  other  principle  of 
a£kion? 

It  is.  admitted  diat  wickedneis  ought  to  be  puniflied,  and  it  is  uni« 
mfidly  known  that  puniflment  muft  be  preceded  by  detedion }  any 
method  therefore  that  promotes  the  difcovery  of  crimes  may  be  con« 
fidered  as  advantageous  to  the  public. 

As  there  it  no  'iPiAckedneia  of  which  the  pemxcioua  confequences 

*4n  mere  estenfive,  there  are  nooe  which  ought  more  diligendy  to  be 

yt  reined,  or  more  feverely  pnmibed,  dian  that  of  thofe  men  who 

taife  dated  to  abofe  the  power  which  their  country  has  put  into  their 

•|Mpdi{  iNit  bow dieyain  be  convidedlyy any  odiermeans than  thofe 

which  9n;  now  pro^fed^  I  caufefs  myfelf  unaUe  to  difcover  s  for  by 
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a  Ytrj  bM  degree  of  artOice,  a  mkn  inveiled  wih  posw^  day 
i|)lke  every  wttneft  aptither  of  his  g«itit,  and  no  tnah  wiU  be  abkr 
to  accufe  him,  without  betraying  hinffelf.  In  die  prefent  crf^  it  is 
evident,  that  the  perfon  of  whofe  a&ions  the  bill .  now  before  us  is 
defigned  to  produce  a  more  perfect  difcovery,  has  been  combined 
with  otlfers  in  illegal  imeafures,  in  tneaTures  which  thei^  own  fecurity 
obliges  them  to  conceal,  and  which  therefore  the  intereft  of  the 
public  demands  to  be  divulged. 

•  That  PaxtOB  has  diftributed  largo  fums  for  pufpofes  wliich  he 
dares  not  difcover,  we  We  informed  by  the  reports  of  the  fiecret  coat' 
flsittee ;  and  I  Tuppofe  every  body  fu(|ie£b  that  they  w^re  diftributed 
as  rewards  for  ierViees  whidi  the  nation  thinks  not  very  merttoriou% 
and  I  believe  no  man  wiU  alk  what  ifeafon  can  be  aUcdged  for  fuch 
fufpicions, 
.  But  fince  it  oaay  he  poffibJy  fuggefted  that  Paxton  expended  tbefe 
films  contrary  to  his  mafter*s  diredion,  or  withou't  his  knowledge^ 
It  may  be  demanded,  whether  fuch  an  aflertion  would  not  be  an  ap^ 
parent  proof  of  a  very  criminal  degree  of  negligence  in  a  man  i^ 
tfufled  with  the  cave  of  the  public  treafure  i ' 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears  in  my  opinion  evident,  that  either  be 
has  concurred  in  meafures  iriiich  his  fervile  agent,  the  mercenary 
tool  of  wickednefs,  is  afraid  to  confefs,  or  that  he  has  ftood  by  ncg» 
ligent  of  his  triift^  and  fufieted  the  treafure  of  the  natkm^o  be  iiqoan- 
dered  by  the  meaneft  wretches  without  account. 

That  the  latter  part  of  die  accn(ation  is  undoubtedly  jufl;  te 
report  of  the  Commons  cannot  but  convince  us.  it  appears  that 
fox  near  eight  ye^rs,  Paxton  was  fo  high  in  confidence^  that  no  ac- 
count  was  demanded  from  him ;  he  beftowed  penfions  at  pteafintv 
he  was  furrounded,  like  his  matter,  by  his  idolaters ;  and  afier  te 
fiidgue  of  cringing  in  one  place,  had  an  opportunity  of  pnrchaling 
with  the  taxes  of  die  nation,  the  gradficatron  of  e^nnyim 
another. 

I  prefume,  my  Lords,  that  no  man. darts  afiert  fuch  a  flagrant 
ncgled  of  fo  hnpbrtant  an  office,  to  be  not  criminal  in  a  very  bigb 
degree ;  to  fieal  in  private  houfes  that  which  is  leceiv^  in  tmft,  is 
felony  by  the  ftatutes  of  oiir  country*;  and  fiuUy  the  weahb  of  the 
public  ought  not  to  be  left  fecured  than  that  of  tudivMoals,  nor 
ougjht  he  that  connives  at  robbery  to  be  treated  y/fak  more  lenity  ^iittk 
tile  robber/  -  ,    j  ... 

'    '  Therefore, 
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Thenfiire,  sijr  Lords,  a^  I  caimot  but  approve  of  the  bill,  I  move 
ikat  it  may  be  read  a  fecond  time )  and  I  hope  the  reafons  which  I 
hive  offierad,  when  joined  with  others,  which  I  expect  to  hear  from 
Lords  of  a  greater  experience,  knowledge  and  capacity,  will  induce 
]fOur  Lord&tp$  to  be  <tf  the  fame  opinion. 

Lord  HfiRviY  fpoke  next  to  this  ciFedt:— My  Lords,  as  the  bill 
mm  before  us  is  of  a  new  kind,  upon  an  occafion  no  lefs  new,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  beftow  upon  it  a  proportionate  degree  of  attention, 
and  have  coniidered  it  in  all  the  lights  in  which  I  could  place  It ;  I 
have,  in  nly  imagination,  conn^&ed  with  it  all  the  circumflances 
with  which  it  is  accompanied^  and  all  the  confequences  that  it  may 
produce  either  to  the  pre(ent  age,  or  to  futurity  ;.  but  the  longer  I  re* 
fled  upon  it,  the  more  firmly  am  I  determined  to  oppofe  it ;.  nor  has 
ddtberation  any  other  efie^  than  to  croud  my  thoughts  with  new 
arguments  againft  it,  and  to  heighten  diilike  to  deteftation. 

It  muft,  my  Lords,  immediately  occur  to  every  man  at  the  firft 
mention  of  the  method  of  proceeding  now  propofed,  that  it  is  fuch 
as  nothing  but  extreme  neceffity  can  vindicate }  that  the  noble  per- 
fon  againil  whom  it  is  contrived,  muft  be  a  monftcr  burthenfome  to 
the  world  ^  that  his  crimes  muft  be  at  once  public  and  enormous, 
and  that  he  has  been  already  condemned  by  all  maxims  of  juftice, 
though  he  has  bad  the  fubtilty  to  efcape  by  feme  unforefeen  defe&  in 
the  forms  of  law.  It  might  be  imagined,  my  Lord^,  that  there 
were  the  moft  evident  marks  of  guilt  in  the  condw^  of  the  man  thus 
senfured,  that  he  fled  from  the  juftice  erf"  his  country,  that  he  had 
openly  fttborned  witnefies  tn  his  favour,  or  had  by  fome  artifice  cer- 
taidy  known,  obftruSed  the  evidence  that  was  to  have  been  brought 
againft  him.  It  might  at  leaft  be  reafonably  conceived,  that  his 
Climes  were  of  (uch  a  kind  as  might  in  their  own  nature  eafily  be 
concealed,  and  that  therefore  fome  extraordinary  meafures  were  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  difcovery  of  wickednefs  which  lay  out  of  the  reach  of 
common  enquiry. 

But,  my  Lords,  none  of  thefe  circumftances  can  be  now  alledged ; 
for  there  is  no  certainty  o(  any  crime  committed,  nor  any  appearance 
.of  confciosfneis  or  £ear  in  the  perfon  accufed,  who  fets  his  enemies 
at  defiance  in  full.  Security,  and  declines  no  legal  trial  of  his  pa^t 
Ji^ons ;  of  which  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  they  have  by  the  na- 
•ture  of  his  employments  been  b  public,  that  they  n^ay  eafily  be 
examined  without  cecourle  to  a  new  law  to  facilitate  difcoveries« 

K4  The 
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The  bill  therefore  is,  my  Lords,  at  kaft  unmoelbtf^  mA  an  m* 
novation  not  ncccSzTy  ought  always  to  be  rgefiedt  becauie  no  maiK  1 
can  forefee  all  the  confequences  of  new  meafuees,  or  can  know  what  t 
evils  they  may  create,  or  what  fubfcqiteiit  changes  ibey  may  intro*  - 
dace.    The  alteration  of  one  part  of  a  fyfiem  naturally  reqnifesifaf: 
alteration  of  another.  ^ 

But,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  no  neoefity  for  diis  law  now  pro^  > 
pofed,  is  not  the  ftrong^ft  argument  that  may  be  brought  againft  ife» 
for  there  is  in  reality  a  neceffity  that  it  ihould  be  rejeSed.  Juftioe 
and  humanity  are  necefiarily  to  be  fuppcurtod,  without  which  no 
(ociety  can  fubiift,  nor  the  life  or  prc^ierty  of  any  man  be  enjoyed 
with  fecurity:  .and  neither  juftice  nor  humanity  can  truly  be  iaid  to 
reAde,  where  a  law  like  this  has  met  with  approbation- 

My  Lords,  to  proiecute  any  man  by  fueh  methods,  is  to  over**- 
bear  him  by  the  yi<^nce  of  power,  to  take  from  him  all  the  fecurt^ 
ties  of.  innocence,  and  diveft  him  of  all  the  means  of  felf*defence. 
It  is  to  hire  againft  him  thofe  whofe^teftimonies  ought  not  to  be  admits 
ted,  if  they  were  voluntarily  produced,  and  of  which,  furely,  no- 
thing will. be  farther  necei&ry  to  annihilate  the  validity,  than  to  ob- 
serve that  they  are  tbe  depofitions  of  men  who  are  villains  by  their 
own  confcffion,  and  of  whom  the  nation  fees,  that  they  may  {ave 
their  lives  by  a  bold  accufation,  whether  true  or  falfe. 

That  the  bill  will  indeed  be  cie£hial  to  the  puppofes  defigned,  that 
it  will  croud  the  courts  of  juftice  widh  evidence,  and  open  fcenes  of 
wickednefs  never  difcovered  before,  I  can  readily  believe;  for  I 
}:annot  imagine  that  any  man  who  has  expofed  his  life  by  any  flagruMt 
crime,  will  mifs  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  faving  it  by  another.  I 
ihall  exped,  my  Lords,  that  villains  of  all  denominations,  who  are 
now  Ikulking  in  private  retreats,  who  are  eluding  the  officers  of 
judicc,  or  flying  before  the  public  purfuit  of  the  country,  will  fecuscs 
themfelves  by  this  eafy  expedient ;  and  that  houiebrcakers,  hi^wa^ 
men,  and  pickpockets,  will  come  up  in  crouds  to  the  bar,  charge  the 
£arl  of  Orford  as  their  accQmplice>  and  plead  this  ball  as  a  fecurity 
againft  all  enquiry. 

That  this  fuppofitipn,  however  wild  and  exaggerated  it  mi^  (eem,  . 
may  not  be  thought  altogether  chimerical,  that  it  may  appear  wiA 
how  little  confideration ,  this  bill  has  .been  drawn,  and  how  eaftly  it 
may  be  perverted  to  the  patronage  of  wickednefs,  I  will  lay  befeae. 
your  Lordibips  fuch  a  plea  as  may  prc^ably  be  produced  by  it. 

5  A  man 
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A  m^a  whom  Ae  confciottftieft  of  murder  has  for  feme  time-  kept 
iaoxitinual  tenort,  may.  dear  himfelf  for  ever,  by  alledging,  that: 
lievas  eonmifiaaed  by  the-  Earl  of  Orford  to  engage*  with  any  cer* 
tail  fam,  the  toce  or  intereft  of  the  murdered  perTon ;  that  he  took 
(beoppoititaity  of  a  Iblitary  phce  to  offer  him  the  bribe,  and  pn^ 
vd  .upon  him  to  comply  with  his  propo(als ;  but  that  finding  him 
olftinate  and  penrerfe,  fiOed  with  prejudices  againft  a  wife  and  juft 
aininifhation,  and  inclined  toobftrud  the  meafures  of  the  govern- ' 
mtBtf  he  for  feme  time  expofttilated  with  him ;  and  being  provoked 
hf  his  cootumeiioos  repreientations  of  the  ftate  of  aflfairs,  he  could 
no  kmger  reftrstn  die  ardour  of  his  loyalty,  but  thought  it  proper  to 
rtrnove  from  the  world  a  man  fo  much  inclined  to  fpread  feditton 
among  die  people ;  and  that  therefore  finding  the  place  convenient, 
he  fuddenly  nifhed  upon  him  and  cut  his  throat. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  might  the  murderer  reprefent  his  cafe,  perhaps, 
without  any  poffibility  of  a  legal  confutation ;  thus  might  the  moft 
•trodoiis  viUainiea  efeape  cenfure,  by  the  afliftance  of  impudence 
and  canning. 

A  bill  like  this,  my  Lords^  is  nothing  lefs  than  a  profcription ; ' 
tliehcadof  a  citizen  is  apparently  fet  to  fale,  and  evidence  is  hired^ 
by  which  the  innocent  and  the  guilty  may  be  deflroyed  with  equal 
tKility. 

it  is  apparent^  my  Lords,  that  they  by  whom  this  bill  is  pno- 
podyl^  9&  upon  the  fuppofitbn  that  the  noble  perfen  mentioned  in 
itf  ii  guilty  of  all  thofe  crimes  of  which  he  is  fufpeded ;  a  fuppo- 
fitm,  fliy  Lords,  which  it  is  unjufl  to  make,  and  to  which  neither 
radon,  nor  the  laws  of  our  country,  will  give  countenance  or 
fupport 

'  I,  my  Lords,  will  much  more  equitably  fuppofe  him  innocent;  I  ^ 
vtn  fuppofe  that  he  has,  throughout  all  the  years  of  his  adminiftra- 
^  fteadily  pcofecuted  die  beft  ends,  by  the  befl  means  s  that  if  he  ' 
hasfemetimes  been  miftaken  or  dilappointed,  it  has  been  neither  by 
hit  negligence  or  ignorance,  but  by  falfe  intelligence,  or  accidents 
oot  to  be  forefeen ;  and  that  he  has  never  either  facrificed  his  coun- 
^  to  private  intereft,  or  procured,  by  any  Illegal  methfds,  the 
sttance  and  fopport  of  the  legiflature ;  and  I  will  aik  your  Lord- 
ftipsj  whether,  if  this  charafter  be  juft,  the  bill  ought  to  be  pafled, 
••A*  Ahibt  not'but  every  man^s  conference  will  inform  him,  that  it 
o^M  to  be  rqeSed  with  the  utmoft  indignation.* 
''  ^  '  The 
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The  rekdmi  my  Lor<iB,  for  which  it  ought  to  te  fcyefibd,  ii  evU 
itntly  this,  that  it  may  bring  innocence  into  dingier.  But^  my  heaiti 
every  man  before  hie  trial  is  to  be  fuppofed  innocent,  and  thefrioie 
no  man  ought  to  be  expo(ed  to  the  hazards  of  a  trial,  by  which  vir«* 
tue  and  wickedneft  are  reduced  to  a  level.  A  bill  like  diis  ouj^t  lo 
be  marked  out  as  the  utmoft  effort  of  malice,  as  a  ^ecies  of  cniefay 
neVer  known  before,  and  as  a  method  of  profitcution  which  this 
Houfe  has  cenfured. 

I  did  not,  indeed,  expe£k  from  tbofe  who  have  ib  long  damouied 
vnth  inceflant  vehemence  againft  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry,  fucb 
an  open  confeffion  of  their  own  weakneft«  Nothii^g,  my  Lords,  wisfo 
frequently  urged,  or  fo  warmly  exaggerated,  as  the  impoffibility  of 
procuring  evidence  againft  a  man  in  power ;  nothing  was  more  con- 
fidently aiTerted,  than  Aat  his  guilt  would  be  eafily  proved  when  hb 
.authority  was  at  an  end ;  and  that  even  his  own  agents  would  readily 
detodi  him,  when  they  were  no  longer  dependant  upon  his  favour. 

The  tidne,  my  Lords,  fo  long  expe£bed,  and  b  ardently  defired^ 
is  -at  length  come ;  this  noble  perfon  whom  they  have  fo  tong  purfiied  ^ 
with  dBctaoMtions,  kivedives,  and  general  rqproaches,  has  at  ieAgdi 
tefigned  thofe  offices  which  fet  him  above  puniOiment  or  trial ;  he 
is  now  without  any  other  fecurity  than  that  by  which  every  odKr 
man  is  fbeltered  from  oppreifion,  the  public  prote^on  of  the  bm 
of  his  country ;  but  he  is  yet  found  impregnaUes  lie  is  yet  able  to 
ftt  his  enemies  at  defiance;  and  they  have  therefore  now,  with  gieat 
iagacity,  contrived  a  method  by  which  he  may  be  divefted  of  tbe 
common  privileges  of  a  focial  being,  and  may  be  hunted  like  a  wiM 
beaft,  without  defence,  and  without  pity. 

Where,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  expeded  diat  malice  like  this  wiH 
find  an  end  ?  Is  it  not  reafonable  to  imagine  that  if  they  fhould  be 
.gratified  in  this  demand,  and  fliould  find  even  this  ^pedient  bsfld. 
by  the  abilities  ;ivhich  they  have  fo  often  encountered  without  fucr 
ctbf  they  would  proceed  to  meafures  yet  more  atrocious,  and  puailh 
him  without. evidence,  whom  they  call  to  a  trial  widiout  a  crime. 

It  has  been  obferved  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  that  theie 
are  cripes  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Secret  Committee  ci  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  or  that  ac  leaft  Juch  fa&s  are  aflerted  in  it) 
that  an  accufation  may  ^  eafy  deduSions  be  formed  from  the0i> 
The  r^ort  of  that  comsnittee,  my  Lords,  with  whatever  veners* 
uoik  it  may  be  memioned,  by  thofe  whofe  purpofes  it  happens  to 
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teesr,  or  of  wbatever  imporUnce  it  may  be  in  the  other  Houfe,  is 
here  nothing  but  a  pain|dilet  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  evidence,  or 
fMed  as  a  wridng  of  authority.  It  is  only  an  account  of  fafia  of 
wbich  we  know  not  how  they  were  cdledUd,  and  which  every  one 
aay  admit  or  rged  at.  hta  own  choice,  till  they  are  afcwtained  by. 
pieper  evidence  at  our  own  bar,  and  which  therefore  ought  not  to 
iafcience  our  ofMnion  in  the  prefent  debate. 

Nor  is  the  bill,  my  Lords,  only  founded  upon  principles  incoo« 
fifcnt  with  the  coaftitution  of  this  nation,  spparendy  tending  to  the 
introdudioo  of  a  new  fpecies  of  oppreffion,  but  is  in  itfelf  fuch  at 
caDOoi  be  ratified  without  injury  to  the  honour  of  this  greaf 
Ajieiiibly. 

In  examining  the  bill,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  not  neceflary  to  dwell 
opon  the  more  minute  and  trivial  defeds  of  the  orthography  and  ex* 
pceflion,  though  they  are  fuch  as  might  julily  give  occafion  for 
fidpefiing  that  they  by  whom  it  was  written,  were  no  lefs  ft  rangers 
to  our  lai^uage  than  to  our  conftitution.  There  arc  errors  or 
faMincyis  which  it  more  nearly  concerns  us  to  deteA,  and  to  which 
we  cannot  give  any  fanftion^  without  an  evident  diminution  of  our 
own  authority.        • 

It  declares,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  now  an  enquiry  depending 
before  the  Senate,  an  aflertion  evidently  falfe,  for  the  enquiry  is  only 
befoce  the  Commons.  Whether  this  waf  inferted  by  miftake  or 
deiign,  whether  it  was  intended  to  infmuate  that  the  whole  (biatorid 
power  was  compriied  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  to  perfuade  the 
oMion  that  your  Lardflups  concurred  with  them  in  this  enquiry,  tk 
is  not  pofible  to  determine ;  but  ftnce  it  is  fidfe  in  either  StnSt^  it 
ought  not  to  receive  our  confirmation* 

If  we  fliouid  pafs  the  bill  in  its  prefent  fiate,  we  {hould  not  onlj 
tdfedare  our  appr<d>ation  of  the  mcafares  hidmrto  purfued  by  the 
GadHnons,  by  which  it  has  been  already  ppoved,  by  the  noble  and 
kankA  Lord  who-ipoke  firft  ^inft  the  hill,  that  they  have  not  only 
violated  the  law,  but  invaded  the  privileges  of  this  Houfe^  We 
iheidd  not  only  eftablifli  for  ever  in  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Cammons,  the  power  of  examiiiing  upon  oath  by  an  ekifive  aad 
.cqaivocatory  expedient,  but^  fliould  in  effe£l  vote  away  oar  own 
cxiience,  .give  up  at  once  all  authority  in  the  government)  and 
flrantlliem  an- unlimited  power,  by  acknowledging  them  the  SeaatCt 
«»aRknowkdgiiicnt  vrhich  might  in  a  very  ihort  time  berquoted 
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againft  us,  and  from  wbieh  it  would  not  be  eafy  fer  us  to  extrleaH 
ourfelves. 

It  has  indeed  been  remarked,  that  there  is  a  large  Turn  of  monej 
difburfed  without  account,  and  the  public  is  reprefented  as  appi« 
rently  injured,  either  by  fraud  or  negligence  ;  but  it  is  not  rtmem* 
bcred  that  none  but  his  Majefty  has  a  right  to  enquire  into  the  Sf 
tribution  of  the  revenue  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  his  family  ztd 
dignity,  and  the  payment  of  his  fervants,  and  which  therefore  cannot 
with  any  degree  be  called  public  money,  or  fall  under  the  eognUaftce 
of  tbofe  whom  it  concerns  to  infpe&  the  national  accounts.  EMer 
the  civil  lift  muft  be  ej(cmpt  from  enquiries,  or  his  Mt^efty  moft  be 
reduced  to  a  ftate  below  that  of  the  meaneft  of  bis  fubjeds ;  he  cm 
enjoy  neither  freedom  or  property,  and  muft  be  debarred  for  ever 
from  thofe  blefiings  which  he  is  incefiantly  labouring  tofecure4t 
others. 

There  is  likewife  another  confideration  which  ray  regard  for  the 
honour  ct  this  Aflembly  fuggefted  to  me,  and  of  which  I  doubt  M 
but  that  all  your  Lordfliips  will  allow  the  importance.  The  nobk 
peYfoa  who  is  pointed  out  in  this  bill  as  a  public  criminal,  and  wboM 
all  the  villains  of  the  kingdom  are  invited  to  accdfe,  is  invefted  wkh 
the  (ame  honours  as  ourfelves,  and  has  a  fon  who  ha»  for  many  years 
poffefied  a  feat  amongft  us ;  let  us  not  therefore  .concur  widi  the 
Commons  to  load  our  own  Houfe  with  infamy^  and  to  prop^te 
tcproach,  which  will  at  laft  fix  upon  ourfelves. 

Innumerable  are  the  objections,  my  Lords,  which  might  yet  be 
itrged,  and  urged  without. any  poffibility  of  reply^;  bilt«as  }  have  aW 
leady  been  heard  with  fo  much  patience,  I  think  what  ha:^  been  sl» 
feady  mentioned  fufficlent  to  determine  the  queftion-:  aitd  as  I  doubt 
«ot  but  tbe  odier  defects  and  abfurdities  will  be  obferved,  if  it.  be 
neceflary,  by  ibrae  other  Lords,  I  (ball  prefome  Ody  to  add,  that  is 
the  bftl  appears  to  me  contrary  to  tbe  laws  of  this  nation^  to  the 
common  juftice  of  fociety,  and  to  th^  general  reafon  of  maiokiiid^ 
as  it  nuift.  naturally  eftablilh  a  precedent  of  oppreffion,  ziid-coAftM 
&  fpectes  of  audiority  in  tbe  other  Houfe  which  was  either  never 
daimed  before,  or  always  denied ;  as  I  think  the  OMrft  notoriotts  aal 
puUic  criminal  oi^ht  not  to  be  depriircd  of  that  method  of  defence 
which  tbe  eftabliflked  cuftoms  of  our  country  aHow  him,  and  hdkn 
the  perfon  tnentioned  in  this  bill  to  defer^pe  radier  applavfes  and  ft? 
•wacds  than  ceniures  and  puniflunents*  I  tbin|c  myfelf obliged  toop^ 
,x  pofc 
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yofe  iCt  and  hope  to  find  .your  Lordlhips  unanimous  in  the  fame 
cpiiuon. 

,Tben  the  Duke  of  AaoYtE  anfwered  in  fiibftance  as  follows: — 
ifyixudS)  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  this  queftion,  I  have  little 
iMfc  diat  it  will  be  unanimoufly  decided,  becaufe  1  have  reafon  to 
far  that  fome  Lords. have  conceived  prejudices  againft  the  bill,  which 
iuader  thesa  from  difcovering  either  its  reafonablenefs  or  its  necei&ty  i 
Ood  am  convinced  that  others  who  approve  the  bill,  can  fupporc  their 
cpioioa  by  ai^guments  from  which,  as  they  cannot  be  confuted,  they 
sever  will  recede. 

Thofe  arguments  which  have  influenced  my  opinion,  I  will  lay  be* 
jbre  jour  Lordihip«,  and  doubt  not  of  fhewing  that  I  am  very  far 
from  giving  way  to  perfonal  malice,  or  the  prejudices  of  oppofi- 
tion;  and  diat  I  regard  only  the  voice  of  reafon,  and  the  call  of 
die  nation. 

Calmoeb  and  impartiality,  my  Lords,  have  been  with  great  pro-, 
ftktf  recommended  to  us  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firft  in  this 
debate ;  and  I  hope  he  will  difcover  by  the  moderation  with  which  t 
flttU  deliver  my  fenciments  on  this  occafion,  how  much  I  reverence 
^  pfccepis,  and  how  willingly  I  yield  to  his  authority. 

I  an  at  leaft  certain,  that  I  have  hitherto  liftened  to  the  argu- 
la^Qts  that  have  been  oiFered  on  either  fide  with  an  attention  void  of 
prejudice ;  I  hs^ve  reprefied  no  motions  of  convi^on,  nor  abftraded 
my  mind  from  any  difficulty,  to  avoid  the  labour  of  folving  it;  I 
bAvt  been  (olicitous  to  furvey  every  pofition  in  its  whole  extent,-  and 
trace  it  to  iu  remoteft  confequences ;  I  have  affified  the  arguments 
a|aiiift  the  bill  by  favourable  fuppofitions,  and  imaginary  circunur 
ibocesx  and  have  endeavoured  to  diveft  my  own  opinion  of  fiMiie 
^pendant  and  accidental  advanuges,  riiat  I  might  view  it  in  a  ftate 
kk  likely  to  zttn&  regard ;  and  yet  I  caimot  find  any  reafon  by 
iriucfa  I  could  juftify  myfelf  to  my  country  or  my  conscience,  if  I 
,flidiild  concur  in  lejedting  thts  bill,  or  ihould  not  endeavoiff  to 
|v»mote  it. 

1"  lam  ijot  unacquainted,  my  Lords,  with  the  difficulties  diat  ob»» 
ilbttft  Ac  kwmiedge  of  our  own  hearts,  and  cannot  deny  that  tndi^ 
Wioa  may  be  Ibmetimes  miftaken  for  convidion  ;  and  men  even 
^aift  and  hooefty  may  imagine  themfelves  to  believe  what,  in  reality, 
ikejjLoaiy  wiAt:. but  this,  my  Lords,  can  only  happen  for  want  of 
Mention,,  or  qn  fudden  emei|pncie$,  when  it  is  neceffiu^  to  deter- 
mine 
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flfiine  with  little  confideration,  while  the  paffions  have  not  yet  dme 
to  fubfide^  and  reafon  is  yet  ftruggling  with  the  emotlor>s  of  dcfire. 
In  other  circumftaiices,  my  Lords,  I  am  convinced  that  no  man 
ixapokt  on  himfelf  without  conniving  at  the  frauds  without  conrdour- 
iieft  that  he  admits  an  opinion  which  he  has  not  well  examined,  and 
without  confulting  indolence  rather  than  reaien  ;  and  therefore,  my 
LordSy  I  can  with  confidence  affirm^  that  I  now  declare  my  real  opt* 
juoDj  and  that  if  I  err,  I  err  only  for  want  of  abilities  to  difcoverthi 
truth  ;  and  hope  it  will  appear  to  your  Lotdfliips,  that  I  have  been 
tnifled  at  leaft  by  fpecious  arguments,  and  deceived  by  fallacious  ap* 
pearances,  which  it  is  no  reproach  not  to  have  been  able  to  detect 

It  will,  my  Lords,  be  granted,  I  fuppofir,  without  heiltationi  that 
the  law  is  confiftent  with  itfelf ;  that  it  never  at  the  fame  time  com-* 
mands  and  prohibits  the  fame  a^on^  that  it  cannot  be  at  once  vio- 
lated  and  obferved.  From  thence  it  will  inevitably  follow,  Aat  whert 
Ac  circumftan^es  of  any  tranfa&ion  are  fuch,  that  the  principles  of 
that  law  hy  which  it  is  cognifable  are  oppofite  to  each  other,  lomtf 
expedients  may  be  found  by  which  tfaefe  circumftances  may  be  altered. 
Otherwift  a  fubde  or  powerful  delinquent  will  always  find  (helter  in 
ambiguities,  and  the  law  will  remain  inactive,  like  a  balance  loaded 
equally  on  each  fide. 

On  the  prcfentoccafton,  my  Lords,  I  pronounce  with  theutmoft 
confidence,  as  a  maxim  of  indubitable  certainty,  that  the  public  ht 
a  claim  to  tvery  maiC%  evidena^  and  that  no  man  can  plead  exemption 
from  this  duty  to  his  country.  But  thofe  whom  falfe  gratitude,  or 
Contra&d  notions  of  their  own  intereft,  or  fear  of  being  entangM 
in  the  fnares  of  examination,  prompt  td  difappoint  the  juftice  of  the 
public,  urge  with  equal  vehemence,  and  indeed  with  equal  tnity  ^ 
chat  HQ  wum  is  ctligai  to  accafe  himftlf^  and  that  the  conftittition  U 
Britain  allows  no  man's  evidence  to  be  extorted  from  him  to  his  o^ 
deftrufiion* 

'.  Tbus,  mjr  Lords,  two  of  t{ie  firft  principles  of  the  Britifh  la^» 
though  maxims  equally  important,  equally  certain,  and  equalty  to 
iie  preierved  from  the  leaft  appearance  of  violation,  arc  contra- 
J^dtocy  to  each  oth^r,  and  neither  can  be  obeyed,  becaufe  neither  caii 
.be  tnfiringedf 

How  then,  my  Lords»  is  this  contradiction  to  be  reconciled,  airf 
th«  ^lecefily  avoidq^  of  breaking  the  law  on  one  iide  or  the  olhtr. 
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but  by  the  method  now  propofed,  of  fetti^g  iliak  whofe  evUleiice  is 
m|u!red,  free  from  die  danger  which  thcjr  nay  incur  by  giving  it. 

The  end  of  the  law  is  the  redrefs  of  wrong,  the  protection  of  r^ht^ 
and  the  prefervation  of  bappinefs  i  and  the  law  is  fo  ht  imperfed  as 
it  foils  to  produce  the  end  for  which  it  is  inftituted  j  and  where 
anj  imperfedioa  is  difcovered,  it  is* the  province  of  the  legiflature 
to  fuppty  tt« 

By  the  experience,  my  Lords,  of  one  generation  after  another, 
b^  the  continued  application  of  fucceffive  ages,  was  ourlaw1>rought 
to  its  prefent  accuracy.  As  new  combinations  of  circumftances,  or 
unforedben  artifices  of  evafion,  difcovered  to  our  anceflors  the  infuf* 
ficiency  cf  former  provifions,  new  expedients  were  invented  ;  and  as 
wickednels  improved  its  fubtilty,  the  law  multiplied  its  powers  and 
extended  its  vigilance. 

If  1  &6u1d,  therefore,  allow,  what  has  been  urged,  that  there  is  n6 
precedent  of  a  bill  like  this,  what  can  be  inferred  from  it,  but  that 
wickedneis  has  found  a  {belter  that  was  never  difcovered  before,  and 
which  mud  be  forced  by  a  new  method  of  attack  ?  And  what  then 
are  we  required  to  do  more  than  has  been  always  done  by  our  an- 
ceftors,  on  a  tboufand  occafions  of  far  lefs  importance  ? 

I  know  not,  my  Lords,  whether  it  be  pofiible  to  imagine  an  emer* 
pace  that  can  more  evidently  require  the  interpofition  of  the  legif- 
istife  power,  than  this  which  is  now  propofed  to  your  confideration* 
The  nation  has  been  betrayed  in  peace,  and  difgraced  in  war ;  the 
cooflitution  has  been  openly  invaded,  the  votes  of  the  Commons  fet 
puUicly  to  fale,  the  treafures  of  the  public  have  been  Squandered  to 
parcfaafe  (ecurity  to  thofe  by  whom  it  was  opprefled,  the  people  are 
exafperated  to  madnefe,  the  Commpns  have  begun  the  enquiry  that 
has  been  for  more  than  twenty  years  demanded  and  eluded,  and 
jafiice  is  CO  a  fudden  infuperably  retarded  by  the  deficiency  of  the 
law. 

Sorely,  my  Lords,  diis  is  anoccafion  that  may  juftify  the  exertion 
<d  unuiual  powers,  and  yet  nodiing  either  new  or  unufual  is  required  ; 
ibr  the  bill  now  propofed  may  be  fupported  both  by  precedents  of 
cccafionai  laws,  and  parallel  flatutes  of  kfting  obligation* 

When  frauds  have  been  committed  by  the  agents  of  trading 
companies,  biUs  of  indemnity  to  thofe  by  whom  any  difcoveries 
#iould  be  made»  have  been  pr<^)ofed  and  poied  wkfaout  any  of  thafs 
dres^ful  coofequenccs  which  fome  noble  Lords  have  forefeen  in  this. 

I  have 
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I  have  nevpr  heard  that  anjoianwasfoftupid  iu  tomiftake  fuch  a  bill 
for.a  general  a^  of  gracey  or  that  the  confeffion  of  an/  crimes  was 
procured  by  it»  except  of  thofe  which  it  was  intended  to  deteft ;  I 
have  never  be(;n  informed^  that  any  murderer  was  Uefled  with  the 
acuteneisof  the  noble  Lord,  or  thought  of  flying  to  fuch  an  aft  as 
to  a  common  (belter  for  villainy^  Such  fuppofitions^  my  Lords,  can 
be  intended  only  to  prolong  a  cbntroverfy  and  weary  an  opponent ; 
nor  can  fuch  trifling  exaggerations  contribute  to  any  other  end,  than 
of  difcovering  the  fertility  of  imagination,  and  the  exuberance  of 
eloquence. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  think  paflaon  and  negligence  equally 
culpable  in  a  debate  like  this  ;  and  cannot  forbear  to  recommend 
lerioufnefs  and  attention,  with  the  fame  zeal,  with  which  moderation 
and  impartiality  have  s4ready  been  inculcated.  He  that  entirely  dif* 
regards  the  queftion  in  debate,  who  thinks  it  too  trivial  for  a  ierious 
difcuflion,  and  fpeaks  upon  it  with  the  fame  fuperficial  gaiety  with 
which  he  tvould  relate  the  change  of  a  falhion,  or  the  incidents  of  a 
ball,  is  not  very  likely,  either  to  difcover  or  propagate  the  truth ; 
and  is  left  to  be  pardoned,  than  he  who  is  betrayed  by  paflion  into 
abfurdities,  as  it  is  lefs  criminal  to  injure  our  country  by  zeal  dian 
by  contempt. 

That  bills,  without  any  efiential  difference  from  that  which  is  now 
before  us,  h^ve  been  paflied  in  &vour  of  private  companies,  is  indif- 
putably  certain ;  it  is  certain  that  they  never  produced  any  other 
effc&y  than  fuch  as  were  expe<£led  from  them  by  thofe  who  promoted 
them.  It  is  evident,  that  the  welfore  of  the  nation  is  more  worthy 
of  our  regard  than  any  ieparate  company  j  that  the  whole,  of  more 
importance  than  a  part  -,  and  therefore  the  iame  meafiires  may  be  now 
uied  with  far  greater  juftice,  and  with  equal  probability  of  fuQceft. 

The  neceffity  of  the  law  now  propofed,  my  Lords,  cannot  more 
plainly  appear,  than  by  refleSing  on  the  abfurdity  of  the  pleas  made 
ufe  of  for  refufing  it,  which,  confidered  in  the  whole,  conuin  onl/ 
this  aflertion.  That  the  (ecurity  of  one  man  is  to  be  preferred  to 
juftice,  to  truth,  to  public  felicity;  that  a  precedent  is  rather ta be 
efiabli(hed,  which  will  for  ever  ih^ter  every  future  mioifter  from  tbm 
lavirs  of  our  country ;  and  that  all  our  miferies  aire  rather  to  be  borne 
in  lilcnce,  or  lamented  in  impotence,  than  the  man,  whom  the 
whole  nation  agrees  to  ac^uile  as  the  author  of  tbcmi  0u)uld  be  tjb^ 
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poki  to  the  hazard  of  a  trial,  even  before  thofe  whom  every  tie  of 
Intereft  and  long  continued  afFedlion  has  united  to  him. 

It  is  indeed  objected,  that  by  pailiDg  this  bill,  we  (hall  transfer  the 
authority  of  trying  him  to  the  other  Houfe  ;  that  we  (hall  give  up 
our  privileges  for  ever,  ere£k  a  new  court  of  judicature,  and  overturn 
the  conftitution.  ^ 

I  have  long  obferved,  my  Lords,  how  vain  it  is  to  argue  againft 
tbofe  whofe  refoiutions  are  determined  by  extrinfic  motives,  and  have 
been  long  acquainted  with  the  art  of  difguifing  obftinacy,  by  an  ap- 
pearance of  reafons  that  have  no  weight,  even  in  the  opinion  of  hiai 
by  whom  they  are  offered,  and  of  raifing  clouds  of  objeSions,  which, 
by  the  firft  reply,  will  certainly  be  diffipated,  but  which,  at  lea.ft,  fill 
die  mouth  for  a  time,  and  preferve  the  difput^nt  from  the  reproach 
of  adhering  to  an  opinion,  in  vindication  pf  which  he  had  nothing 
toiay. 

Of  this  kind  is  the  objedion  which  I  am  now  to  remove,  though 
I  remove  it  only  to  make  way  for  another,  for  thofe  can  never  be 
fiknced  who  can  fatisfy  themfelves  with  arguments  like  this;  how- 
ever, thofe  that  offer  it  expedl  it  ihould  be  anfwered,  and  if  it  ihould 
be  pafied  over  in  the  debate,  will  boaft  of  its  irrefragability,  and 
imagine  that  they  have  gained  the  vidbory  by  the  fuperiority  of  their 
abilities,  rather  than  of  their,  numbers. 

That  we  ihall,  by  paf&ng  this  bill,  give  the  Commons  a  power 
Uliicfa  tbey  want  at  prefent,  is  unqueftionably  evident ;  but  we  ihall 
only  retrieve  that  which  they  were  never  known  to  want  before^  the 
power  of  producing  evidence ;  evidence  which  we,  my  Lords,  muft 
heir,  and  of  whofe  teftimonies  we  fhallreferve  the  judgment  tp  our- 
(elvcs.  The  Commons  will  only  adi  as  profecutors,  a  character  in 
wiucfa  they  were  never  conceived  to  encroach  upon  our  right.  The 
flon  whofe  conduct  is  the  fubje<^  of  enquiry,  muft  ftand  his  trial  zt 
oar  bar ;'  nor  has  the  bill  any  other  tendency,  than  to  enable  the 
Commons  to  bring  him  to  it. 

What  can  be  alledged  againft  this  deflgn  I  know  not;  becaufe  i 
caadtjcover  no  objeftions  which  do  not  imply  guilt,  and  guilt  we  are 
ioe  yet  at  liberty  to  fuppofe,  I  am  fo  far  from  pfeffing  this  bill  from 
any  motives  of  perfonal  malevolence,  that  t  am  only  doing,  in  the 
ca&  of  the  minifter,  what  I  (hould  ardently  define  to  be  done  in  my 
own,  and  what  no  man  would  wilh  to  obftruS,  who  v^'as  fupports^ 
•"Vol.  n.  L  bjf 
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by  a  confcioarnefs  of  integrity,  and  ftimulated  by  that  honeft  fenle  of 
reputation  which  I  have  always  found  the  concomitant  of  innocence* 

I  hope  I  (hall  be  readily  believed  by  your  Lordfhips,  wheni  aflert 
once  more,  that  I  (hould  not  only  forbear  aU  oppofition  to  a  bill  in* 
derided  to  produce  a  (crutiny  into  my  condu£t»  but  that  I  (hould  pro- 
mote it  with  all  my  iiiterefl,  and  folicit  all  my  friends  to  expedite 
and  fupport  it ;  for  there  was  once  a  time,  my  Lords,  in  which  my 
behaviour  was  brought  to  the  teft,  a  time  when  no  expedient  was 
forgotten  by  which  I  might  be  opprefled,  nor  any  method  uo^ed  to 
procure  accufations  agaiiift  me. 

Whether  the  prcfent  cafe  iu  every  circumftance  will  ftand  exa£My 
parallel  to  mine,  I  am  very  fiirfrom  prefuming  to  determine.  I  lud 
ferved  my^  country  with  induftry,  fidelity  and  fuccefs,  and  had  received 
the  illuflrious  teftimony  of  my  condvtS^  the  public  thanl^  of  this 
Houfe.  I  was  confcious  of  no  crime,  nor  had  gratified  in  my  fer* 
vices  any  other  paflion  than  my  zeal  for  th^  puhfic.  I  fav^  myfelf 
ignominioufly  difcarded,  and  attacked  by  every  method  of  calumoy 
and  repr6acb.  Nor  was  the  malice  of  my  enemies  fatisfied  with  de* 
ftroying  my  reputation  without  impairing  my  fortune :  for  this  pur* 
pofe  a  profecution  was  proje6ied,  a  wretch  was  found  out  who  en- 
gaged to  accufe  me,  and  received  his  pardon  for  no.  other  purpofe; 
nor  did  I  make  any  oppofition  to  it  in  this  Houfe,  though  I  knew  the 
intent  with  which  It  was  procured,  and  was  informed*  that  part  of 
my  eftate  was  allotted  him  to  harden  his  heart,  and  ftrcngthen  his 
ailertions* 

This^  my  Lords,  is  furcly  a  precedent  which  I  have  a  right  to 
quote,  and  which  will  vindicate  me  to  your  Lordihips  from  the  im- 
patation  of  partiality  and  malignity ;  fince  it  is  apparent,  that  I  do 
only  in  the  cafe  of  another,  what  I  willingly  fubmitted  to,.when  an 
enquiry  was  making  into  my  conduft.  ' 

But,  my  Lords,  this  is  far  from  being  the  only  precedent  which 
may  be  pleaded  in  favour  of  this  bill  ;  a  bill  which  in  reality  concurs 
with  the  general  and  regular  pra£Hce  of  the  eftabliflied  law,  as  will 
appear  to  every  one  that  compares  it  with  the  eighth  feflion  of  the 
Aft  for  preventing  Bribery ;  in  which  it  is  eftablilhcd  as  a  perpetual 
law,  that  he  who,  having  taken  a  bribcj  fhail,  within  twelve  mondK, 
inform  againft  him  that  gave  it,  fhall  be  received  as  an  evidence,  and 
be  indemnified  from  all  the  confcquences  of  his  difcovery* 

To 
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To  tbdb  argamcnts  of  rcafen  and  precedent,  I  will  add  one  of  st 
feore  preradent  kind,  drawn  from  nnotiyes  of  intereft,  which  fiirely 
toflddired  our  mtniflers  to  farour  the  enquiry,  and  promote  every 
apedienf  that  might  produce  a  complete  difcuifioti  of  the  public 
Ain-,  fince  they  wouM  fliew,  that  they  wre  not  afraid  of  the  moft 
rigorous  fcrudny,  and  are  above  any  fears  that  the  precedent  which 
ttf  are  now  eftaUifliing  may  revoke  upon  themfelves. 
*  To  dude  the  ratification  of  this  bill,  it  was  at  firft  urged  dtat 
Acre  was  no  proof  of  any  crime  $  and  when  it  was  (hewn,  that  dier^ 
WIS  an  apparent  mifappKcation  of  the  public  money,  it  became  nece& 
fMy  todetermme  upon  a  more  hardy  afiertion,  and  to  filence  malicious 
itsfeners^  by  {hewing  them  how  little  their  argmnents  wouM  be 
legaided.  It  dien  was  denied,  with  a  fpirit  worthy  of  the  caufe  in 
tUdk  it  was  exerted,  that  the  ctvtl  lift  was  pubfic  money.    . 

Difputauts  Kke  thcfe,  my  Lords,  are  not  born  to  be  confuted ;  if 
irodd  be  to  little  purpofe  li^at  any  man  ibooM  alk,  whether  the 
Ibooey  Plotted  fbrthe  civil  Kft  was  not  granted  by  the  public,,  and 
tbether  pubKc  grants  did  not  produce  public  money ;  it  would  be 
without  any  eiie^  that  the  ufes  for  which  that  grant  is  made  fhould 
te  enuncrfted,  and  the  mi(application  of  it  openly  proved ;  a  dif- 
^ntton,  or  at  leaft  a  negative  would  be  always  at  hand,  and  obftinacy 
tnl  iotereft  wouM  turn  argument  aftde. 

Upon  what  principles,  my  Lords,  we  can  now  call  out  for  a  proof 
if  oines/  ami  proceed  in  the  debate  as  if  no  juft  reafon  of  fufpicion 
M  appeared,  I  am  not  able  to  conjecture ;  here  is,  in  my  opinion, 
if aot  demonftrative  proof,  yet  the  ftrongeft  prefumption  of  one  of 
Aegreateft  crimes  of  which  any  man  can  be  guilty,  the  propagation 
if  wickodnefs^  of  the  moft  atrocious  breach  oT  truft  wWch  can  be 
divged  upon  a  Britilh  miniftir,  a  deliberate  traffic  for  the  liberties 
rf  his  country. 

Of  dieie  enontfcMrt  vMainies,  however  difScult  it  may  now  feent 
t»difeiigage  him  from  them,  I  hope  we  Ihall  fee  reafon  to  acquit  him 
•  the  bar  of  this  Houfe,.  at-  which,  if  he  be  innocent,  be  ought  hy 
k  dsfiiioas  of  appearing ;  nor  do  his  friends  confult  his  honour,  bjK 
indtavouring  to  withhold  him  from  it ;  if  they,  iiideed,  believe  hinv 
pihy,  diey  may  then  eafily  juflify  their  condudl  to  him^  but  the 
vorid  will,  perhaps,  require  a  more  public  vindication. 

Thde,  nay  Lord^  are  liie  argumenta  which  have  influenced  me 
>  to-  a^pfovo  the  bill  now  before  uS)  and  which  will  conttmi6 
L  2  their 
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their  prevalence,  till  I  (hall  hear  them  confuted ;.  and  furely  if  diey 
fire  not  altogether  unanfwerable,  they  are  furely  of  fo  much  impor* 
tance,  that  the  bill  for  which  they  have  been  produced,  muft  be  al* 
lowed  to  deferve  at  leaft  a  deliberate  examination,  and  may  very 
juftly  be  referred  to  a  committee,  in  which  ambiguities  may  be  re* 
moved,  and  inadvertencies  corrected. 

Lord  Cholmokdeley  fpoke  next  to  the  following  purpofe :-« 
My  Lords,  This  bill  is  in  my  opinion  (b  far  from  deferving  appro- 
bation, that  I  am  in  doubt  whether  I  fliould  retard  the  determination 
of  the  Houfe,  by  laying  before  you  the  reafons  which  influence  me 
in  this  debate ;  nor  indeed  could  I  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  enter  into 
t  formal  difcuffion  of  a  queftion,  on  which  I  fhould  have  imagined 
that  all  mankind  would  have  been  of  one  opinion,  did  not  my  reve- 
rence of  the  abilities  of  thofe  noble  Lords  who  have  fpoken  in  defence 
of  the  bill,  incline  me,  even  againft  the  convidion  of  my  own  reafon, 
to  fu(ped  that  arguments  may  be  offered  in  its  favour,  which  I  have 
Slot  yet  been  able  to  difcover ;  and  that  thofe  which  have  been  pi'o- 
duced,  however  inconclufive  they  have  feemed,  will  operatb  more 
.powerfully  when  they  are  more  fully  difplayed,  and  better  underftood. 

For  this  reafon  I  (hall  lay  before  your  Lordfhips  the  objections 
which  arofe  in  my  mind  when  the  bill  was  firft  laid  before  us,  and 
which  have  rather  been  ftrengthened  than  invalidated  by  the  fubfe* 
quent  debate* 

It  appears,  my  Lords,  evident  to  me,  that  every  man  has  a  rigte 
*  to  be  tried  by  the  known  laws  of  his  country ;  that  no  man  can  be 
juftly  punt(hed  by  a  law  made  after  the  cpmmiffion  of  a  faft,  becaufc 
be  then  fufFers  by  a  law,  againft  which  he  never  tranfgrefied ;  nor  is 
any  man  to  be  profecuted  by  methods  invented  only  to  facilitate  his 
condemnation,  becaufe.he  ought  to  be  acquitted,  however  guilty  he 
may  be  fuppofed,  whom  the  eftabllfhed  rules  of  juftice  cannot  con« 
via.  The  law,  my  Lords,  is  the  meafute  of  political,  as  confcicnce 
of  moral  right ;  and  he  that  breaks  no  law,  may  indeed  be  criminalt 
but  is  not  punilhable.  The  law  likewife  prefcribes  the  method  of 
pro&cuting  guilt }  and  as  we,  by  omitting  any  crime  in  our  laws, 
di&ble  ousfelves  from  puniftxing  it,  however  public  or  flagrant^  fo 
by  regulating  the  proccfs  in  our  courts  of  juftice,  we  give  fccurity  to 
that  guilt,  which  by  that  procefs  cannot  be  deteded* 

The  tiriith  of  this  aflertion,  my  Lords,  however  paradoxical  it  may 
ferhaps  appear^  will  become  evident^  if  we  fuppo(?  a  man  brought  to 

the 
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llie  lar,  whole  guilt  was  unqueftionable,  though  it  could  not  be 
kgaUy  proved,  becaufe  all  thofe  were  dead  who  might  have  appeared 
agMnft  him*  It  is  certain  that  his  good  fortune  would  give  him  no 
daum  to  pardon,  and  yet  he  could  not  be  conviSed,  unlefs  we  fup- 
poTe  him  weak  enough  to  accufe  himfelf.'  In  this  cafe,  my  Lords, 
it  is  not  impoffible,  that  fome  might  be  prompted  by  their  zeal  to 
fropofe,  that  the  foreign  methods  of  jullice  might  be  introduced,  and 
Ibe  rack  employed  to  extort  from  his  own  mouth  a  confcflion  of  thofis 
crimes  of  which  every  one  believed  him  guilty. 

With  what  horror,  my  Lords,  fuch  a  propofal  would  be  heard, 
bow  loudly  it  would  be  cenfured,  and  how  univerfalty  reje£led,  I  need 
not  lay;  but  muft  obferve,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  deteftation  would 
arife  principally  firom  a  fenfe  of  the  injuftice  of  expoiing  any  man  to 
pccoliar  bardihips,  and  diftinguifhing  him  to  his  disadvantage  from 
the  reft  of  the  community* 

It  will,  my  Lords,  not  be  eafy  to  prove,  that  it  is  lefs  agreeable  to 
jidHce  to  oblige  a  man  to  accufe  himfelf,  than  to  make  ufe  of  ex-» 
traordinacy  methods  of  procuring  evidence  againft  him  ;  becaufe  the 
barriers  of  fecurity  which  the  law  has  fixed  are  equally  broken  in 
cither  cafe,  and  the  accuied  is  expofed  to  dangers,  from  which  he 
bad  reafon  to  believe  himfelf  flieltered  by  the  conftitution  of  hi» 
country. 

This  argument,  my  Lords,  I  have  mentioned,  without  endeavour-^ 
iog  to  evince  the  innocence  of  the  perfon  whom  this  bill  immediately 
Rgards  ^  becaufe  the  intent  of  it  is  to  (hew,  that  no  man  is  to  be 
deprived  of  the  common  benefits  of  the  conftitution,  and  that  the 
piilty  have  a  right  to  all  the  advantages  which  the  law  allows  them. 
For  guilt  is  never  to  be  fuppofed  till  it  is  proved,  and  it  is  therefore 
never  to  be  proved  by  new  methods,  merely  becaufe  it  is  fuppofed* 

That  the  method  of  procuring  evidence  now  propofed  is  new,  my 
IfOrdsy  I  think  it  no  temerity  to  conclude ;  becaufe  the  noble  Lords 
who  have  endeavoured  to  defend  it,  have  produced  no  inftante  of  a 
parallel  pra£lice,  and  their  knowledge  and  acutenefs  is  fuch,  that  they 
can  only  have  failed  to  difcover  them,  becaufe  they  are  indeed  no 
where  to  be  found. 

In  the  cafe  of  bribery,  my  Lords,  the  perfon  accufed  has  the 
privilege,  if  he  be  innocent,  of  profecuting  his  accufer  for  perjury, 
»nd  is  therefore  in  lefs  danger  of  being  harrafTed  by  a  falfe  indi<^ment* 
i^Mt^  my  Lof dS|  this  is  not  the  only  .diflefe^ce  t>etween  the  two 
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cafes;  for  be  that  difcovers  a  bribe  received  by  hlmfdf,  has  no 
motives  of  tntereft  to  prompt  his  evidence  j  he  is  only  ftcofed  from 
fufFering  by  his  own  difcovery,  and  might  have  been  equally  iafe  bj^ 
filence  and  fecrecy ;  finoe  the  law  fuppofes  the  drime  out  of  die  itadi 
of  deted^ion,  otherwife  than  by  the  confeffion  of  the  criminal. 

But  far  different,  my  Lords,  are  the  citcumftancea  of  thofe  whtt 
are  now  invited  to  throng  the  courts  of  juftice,  and  Bsm  oa  witk 
depofitions  and  difcoveries.  They  are  men  fuppofed  criminal  by  th# 
indemnity  which  is  ofiered  them ;  and  by  the  natture  of  their  erimcs 
it  is  made  at  leaft  probable,  that  they  are  in  daily  haxardof  difcovtry) 
and  punifiiment,  from  which  they  are  iiimmoned  to  fet  tfaemfdvas 
frte  forever,  by  accufing  a  man  of  whom  it  has  cot  been  yet  fcmni, 
(bat  he  can  l^ally  he  called  to  a  trial. 

^hus,  my  Lords,  in  the  law  which  the  noUe  Duke  has  men* 
tioned  as  a  precedent  for  this  bill,  the  accufer  ia  only  placed  in  a 
kind  of  equilibriuox,  equally  fecure  from  punifhment,  by  fik^ce  or 
by  information,  ia  hope  that  the  love  of  trttth  and  juftice  wiU  turn  ^ 
Valance ;  in  the  bill  now  before  us  the  wicnefs  is  in  coatiniaal  daagtr 
by  withholding  htt  evidence,  and  is  reftored  to  perfe&  lafety  by  bc« 
coming  an  accufer,  and  from  making  difcoveries,  whttber  true  or 
fiilfe,  has  every  thing  to  hope  and  nqthiog  to  fear. 

The  neceffity  of  punifliing  wickednefs  has  been  urged  with  gieit 
ftreogth  ;  it  has  been  unanfwerably  fhewn,  by  the  advocates  ibr  this 
bill,  that  vindi£tive  juftice  is  of  the  higheft  importance  to  tbefaappinefil 
of  the  public,  and  that  thofe  who  may  be  injured  Vrith  impunity,  are 
in  reality  denied  the  benefits  of  fociety,  and  can  be  faid  to  live  in  the 
flate  of  uncivilized  nature,  in  which  the  ftrong  mufl  piey  ufton  die 
weak. 

This,  my  Lords,  has  been  urged  with  all  die  appearance  of  con* 
iridion  and  flncerity,  and  yet  has  been  urged  by  thofe  who  are  pro- 
viding a  flielter  ibr  the  moft  enormous  villainies,  and  enabling  men 
who  have  violated  every  precept  of  law  and  virtue,  to  bid  defiance 
to  juflice,  and  to  fit  at  eafe  iji  the  enjoyment  of  their  acquifitioas« 

And  what,  my  Lords,  is  the  condition,  iipon  which  wickednefs 
is  to  be  kt  free  from  terror,  upon  which  national  jaitice  is  to  be  dif- 
armed,  and  the  betrayers  of  public  counfels,  or  the  plundeirrs  of  pub- 
lic treafure,  qualified  for  new  trufts,  and  fet  on  a  levd  with  un- 
tainted fidelity  ?  A.  condition,  my  Lords,  which  wretchea  like  tbefe 
will  very  readily  acce|^t,  tbecafy  terms  of  information  and  of  perjury. 

They 
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They  are  reqmred  only  to  give  evidence  agatnft  a  man  tnarked  out 
fbr  deftni^oD»  and  the  guilt  or  partaking  in  his  crimes  is  to  be 
efeccd  by  the  merit  of  concurring  in  his  ruin. 

It  has  indeed  been  a  method  of  dete£iion,  frequently  employed 
tgainft  houfe-breakers  and  highwaymen,  to  proclaim  a  pardpn  for 
him  that  (ball  convid  his  accomplices ;  but  fiarely,  my  Lords,  this 
pradice  will  not  in  the  prefent  queftion  be  mentioned  as  a  precedent. 
Surely  it  will  not  be  thought  equitable  to  level  with  felons,  and  Uath 
thieves,  a  perfon  diftinguiihed  by  his  rank,  his  employments,  his 
abilities,  and  his  iervices ;  a  perfon,  whofe  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign 
has  nerer  tieen  called  in  qudlion,  and  whofe  fidelity  to  his  country 
has  at  leaft  never  been  difproved. 

Thefe  are  meafures,  my  Lord^,  which  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will. 
aCTer  concor  to  promote ;  meafures  not  fupportcd  either  by  law  ^ 
juidce,  or  efforced  by  any  exigence  of  affairs,  but  diftated  by  perfct 
cucion^  malice  and  revenge  $  meafures  by  which  the  guilty  and  the 
innocent  may  be  deflroyed  with  equal  facility,  and  which  muft  there-> 
Ah^  icnd  to  encourage  wickednefe  as  they  deiVroy  the  fecurity  oT 
tirttfc- 

Lord  C ARTE&ET  then  rofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  effeft  ;— 
Mjr  Lords,  I  have  fo  long  honoured  the  abilities,  and  fo  otten  con- 
ctirred  ifHth  the  opinion  of  th6  noble  Lord  who  b^gan  the  debate, 
tbt  I  cannot  withott  unufual  concern,  rife  up  now  to  fpeak  in  op^ 
poAtion  to  him  $  nor  could  any  other  priricijAe  fuppoft  me  under  thfp 
ai^fent  difadvantage  of  a  conteft  fo  Uffequa),  bat  the  confcioufnefs 
^llpri^^  intentions,  and  the  Concurrence  of  the  whole  nation. 

i  cannot  but  confider  myfelf  on  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  as  thto 
advocate  of  the  people  of 'Britain^  who,  after  contiiiued  oppreffionS, 
loiles,  and  indignities,  after  having  been  plundered  and  ridiculed, 
harrafled  and  infulted  for  complaining,  have  at  length  flattered  them- 
felves  that  they  Ihould  have  a6  opportunity  of  appealing  to  our  bar  for 
jufticc,  and  of  fecuring  themfelves  from  future  injuries,  by  the 
puoifliAl^t  of  tho(^  that  had  fo  long  triumphed  in  their  guilt,  prd- 
chitted  th<;ir  dbfidnte  of  juftice,  and  declared  that  the  laws  were 
made  only  for  their  fecurity. 

The  expedations  of  the  people  have  been  fi-uftrated  by  the  unex- 
pe£bed  obftinacy  of  the  agents  of  wickednefs,  by  a  plea  that  was 
liearer  made  ufe  of  for  the  fame  purpofe  before,  againft  which  the 
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known  laws  of  the  nation  have  provided  no  remedy,  and  which  jrov^ 
Lordfhips  are  therefore  now  called  upon  to  overthrow. 

That  the  nation  calls  loudly  for  an  enquiry,  that  the  mifapplicatiop 
of  the  public  treafure  is  univerfally  fufpedled,  and  that  the  perfon 
mentioned  in  the  bill  is  believed  to  be  the  chief  author  of  that  mif- 
application ;  that  at  leaft  thofe  who  have  fquandered  it  have  a<^ed  bj 
bis  authority,  and  been  admitted  to  truft  by  his  recommendation, 
and  that  he  is  therefore  accountable  to  the  public  for  their  condu^  I 
ihall  fuppofe  cannot  be  denied. 

The  nation,  my  Lords,  has  a  right  to  be  gratified  in  the'^r  demands 
of  an  enquiry,  whatever  be  the  foundation  of  their  fufpicipns ;  fince 
it  is  manifeft.that  it  can  produce  no  other  eSe&s  than  thofe  of  giving 
«new  luftre  to  innocence,  and  quieting  the  clamours  of  the  people,  if 
it  fhould  be  found  that  the  government  has  been  adminiftered  with 
honefty  and  ability  3  and  it  is  not  lefs  evident  that,  if  the  general 
icpinion  is  well  grounded,  if  our  intereft  has  been  betrayed,  and  that 
money  employed  only  to  corrupt  the  nation  which  was  raifed  for  the 
defence  of  it,  the  fevereft  punifliment  ought  to  be  infli&ed,  diat  all 
future  minifters  may  be  deterred  from  the  fame  crimes  by  exemplary 
yengeance. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  an  enquiry  appears  upon  every  fuppofition  ufe- 
ful  and  neceilary ;  but  I  cajinot  comprehend  how  it  can  be  profecuted 
by  any  other  method,  than  that  of  propofing  an  indemnity  to  thofe 
who  ihall  make  difcoveries. 

Every  wicked  meafure,  my  Lords,  muft  involve  in  guilt  all  who 
are  engaged  in  it  -,  and  how  eafily  it  may  be  concealed  from  eveqr 
other  perfon  may  be  ihewnhy  an  example  of  a  crime,  which  no  man 
will  deny  to  have  fometimes  exiftec),  and  which  in  the  opinion  of  moft 
is  not  very  uncommon  in  this  age. 

It  will  be  allowed,  at  leaft,  that  on  fome  occafions,  when  a 
favourite  begins  to  totter,  when  ftrong  objcSions  are  raifed  againft 
the  continuance  of  a  ftanding  army,  when  a  convention  requires  the 
ratification  of  the  legiflature,  or  fome  fatal  Addrefs  is  propofedtobe 
prefented  to  the  Crown,  a  pecuniary  reward  may  fometimes  be  of- 
fered, and  though  that,  indeed,  be  a  fuppofition  more  difficult  to  be 
admitted,  fometimes,  however  rarely,  accepted. 

In  this  cafe,  my  Lords,  none  but  he  that  gives  and  he  that  receives 
the  bribe  can  be  confciou$  of  it  -,  at  moft  we  can  pnly  fuppofe  an  in- 
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iemning  agent  to  have  any  knowledge  of  it ;  and  if  even  he  is  ad«- 
fflhted  to  the  fecret  fo  as  to  be  abl^  to  make  a  legal  difcovery,  thcrr 
muft  be  Come  dekSt  of  cunning  in  the  principals*  Let  us  coniider 
from  which  of  thefe  any  difcovery  can  be  probably  expe£bd,  or  whttf: 
realbn  can  be  alledged,  for  which  either  ihould  expofe  himfelf  to 
pomihinent  for  the  fake  of  ruining  his  aflbciate. 

It  is  therefore^  my  Lords,  plain  from  this  inftance,  that  without 
tk  coofeffion  of  fome  guilty  perfoo,  no  difcovery  can  be  made  of 
thofe  crimes  which  are  moft  detrimental  to  our  happinefs,  and  moft 
<hngerous  to  our  liberties*  It  is  apparent  that  no  man  will  difcover 
lis  own  guilt ;  while  there  remains  any  danjger  of  fufFering  by  his 
confciEoo,  it  is  certain  that  fuch  crimes  will  be  committed,  if  they 
arenotdifcouraged  by  the  fear,  of  punishment,  and  it  cannot  therefore 
be  denied  that  a  proclamation  of  indemnity  is  neceiTary  to  theic 
dcteaion. 

'This,  my  Lords,  is  not,  as  it  has  been  alledged,  a  method  un* 
known  to  our  conftitution,  as  every  man  that  reads  the  commoa 
papers  will  cafily  difcover*  I  doubt  if  there  has  been  for  many  years 
^ftnglemonth  in  which  fome  reward,  as  well  as  indemnity,  has  not 
'^^cenjH'omiied  to  any  man,  who,  having  been  engaged  in- a- robbery^ 
would  difcover  his  confederates ;  and  furely  a  method  that  is  daily 
praftifed  for  the  fecurity  of  private  property,  may  be  very  rationally 
andjuUy  adopted  by  the  legifl;*aure  for  the  prefervation  of  the  hap^ 
pinels  and  the  property  of  the  public. 

'JTbe  puniihment  of  wickednefs,  my  Lords,  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
tbe  eflcntial  parts  of  good  government,  and  in  reality  the  chief  pur- 
pofefor  which  fociety  is  inftituted ;  for  how  will  that  fociety  in  which 
^  individual  may  be  plundered,  inflaved,  and  murdered  without 
Kinb  and  without  puniihment,  differ  from  the  ftate  of  corrupt 
>ttture}  in  which  the  flrongefl  mufl  be  abfolute,  and  right  and  power 
f^iways  the  fame? 

That  conflitution,  therefore,  which  has  not  provided  for  the 
pBoilhment,  and  previoufly  for  the  difcovery  of  guilt,  is  fo  far  in  .a 
^of  imperfedion,  and.  requires  to  be  ftrengthened  by  new  provi* 
fions.  This,  my  Lords,  is  far  from  being  our  ftate,  for  we  hav^ 
» our  hands  a  method  of  deteding  the  moft  powerful  criminals,  a 
P>cthodin  itfelf  agreeable  to  reafon,  recommended  by  the  praftice  of 
Por  prcdeceiTors,  and  now  approved  once  more  by  the  fan<^ion  of  one 
|f  Rebranches  of  the  Icgiflaturc*     . 

The 
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The  olje^oiis  which  have  on  this  occafton  been  made  againft  h^ 
•re  fuch  as  no  law  can  efcape,  and  wbkh  therefore  can  have  no 
Wtight  $  and  it  is  no  fmall  confirmation  of  the  expediencyof  it  that 
Ibey,  by  whom  it  has  been  oppofed^  have  not  been  able  to  attack  it 
with  ftronger  reafofts,  from  which,  if  weconfider  their  abilities,  we 
fliall  be  convinced,  that  nothing  has  iecured  it  but  die  power  of  tnilh. 

It  is  enquired  by  the  noble  Lord,  how  we  fball  dtftinguifli  true 
from  ialfe*  evidence  i  to  which  it  may  be  very  readily  aitfwered,  tlutt 
%e  fl&all  diftinguiih  them  by  the  fame  means  as  on  any  other  occafion, 
•by  comparing  the  allegations  and  confidering  how  every  WiCneffe 
agreds  with  others  and  with  himfeif,  how  far  his  aflertions  are  in 
^tbemfelves  probable,  how  they  irt  confirmed  or  weaicened  by  Imowd 
icircuihftances,  and  how  &r  they  are  invalidated  by  the  comtrarf 
-evidence.' 

We  ihall,  my  Lords,  if  we  add  our  fandion  to  this  bill,  dHcover 
when  any  man's  accuTation  is  prompted  by  his  intereft^  as  we  might 
know  whether  it  was  diSated  by  his  malice. 

It  has  been  aflced  alio,  how  any  man  can  afcertain  his  claim.to  due 
indemnity?  To  which  it  may, be  eaftly  replied,  that  by  giving  fak 
evidence  be  acquires  a  right,  till  th^  evidence  (hall  be  proved  to 
bcfelfe. 

The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  fome  time  ago,  and  vAvtiCe  abilities  sail 
ipialities  are  fuch,  that  I  cannot  bat  efteem  and  admire  him,  even 
when  convidion  obliges  me  to  oppofe  him,  has  propofed  a  cafe-i& 
which  he  feems  to  imagine  that  a  murderer  might  fecure  himfeif  from 
puniihment,  by  conneftlng  his  crime  with  fome  tranfadion  in  which 
the  Earl  of  Ocford  (hould  be  interefled.     This  cafe,  my  liords,  is 
fufficiently  improbable,  nor  is  it  eafy  to  mention  any  method  of  trial 
ip  which  fome  inconvenience  may.not  be  produced,  in  the  indefinite 
-complications  of  drcumftances,  and  unforefeen  relations  of  eveme« 
It  is  known  to  have  happened  once,  and  cannot  be  known  not  to  taiv^ 
happened  often,  that  a  perfon  accufed  of  murder,  was  tried  by  ajury 
of  which  the  real  murderer  was  one.    Will  not  this  then  be  an  arg«^ 
ment  againft  the  great  privilege  of  the  natives  of  thi^  empire,  m  triml 
hy  theif  efuals  f 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  nrorderer  would  tMt 
be  indemnified  by  this  bill,  fmce  he  did  not  commit  the  crime  by  die 
dir»^ion  of  the  perfon  whom  he  is  fuppofed  to  accufe ;  nor  would  fk 
have  any  neccilary  connection  with  bis  condud,  but  might  be  Tu^ 

preflbd 
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pidU  in  tbe  accuiatioa,  witfaoot  any  dimtnittton  of  the  ferce  of  the 
(fkknce.  A  mui  will  not  be  iiiifered  to  introduce  his  accufation 
vidi  an  account  of  all  the  villanies  of  his  whole  life,  but  will  be 
Rfnicd  to  (^Jifint  his  teftimooy  to  the  affair  upon  which  he  is 
examined. 

The  ComiBitiee>  my  Lords,  will  dtftinguifii  between  tbe  crimes 
fopetrattd  by  the  Predion  of  the  Earl  .of  Orford,  and  thoie  of 
Mfriier  kind.  And  fliould  an  enormous  criminal  give  fuch  evidence^ 
Kihe  nobk  Lord  was  |dea&d  to  fuppofe,  he  may  be  indemnified  fcr 
tke  bribery,  but  will  be  banged  for  the  marder,  ootwichfianding  any 
Ihing  in  this  bill  to  die  contrary. 

bins  been  in/ifted  on  by  the  noble  Lords,  who  have  fpoke  i^inft 
liiebtn,  that  no  crime  is  proved,  and  therefore  there  is  no  foundadoii 
Ar  it.  Bat,  my  Lords,  I  have  always  thought  that  the  profufion  of 
At  public  money  was  a  crime,  and  there  is  evidently  a  very  large  fum 
eacpendedy  of  wbich  no  accouAt  has  been  given ;  and^  what  more 
Msriyiehftstothepiefentqueftion,  of  which  no  account  has  ever 
ken  demanded. 

On  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  an  aflertionhas  been  alledged,  wbkk 
io  fabo2i  legard  flull  ever  prevail  upon  me  to  hear  withom  di(^ 
piting  it,  fince  I  think  it  is  of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency,  and 
»fiippsrted  by  reafon  or  by  law*  It  is  alledged,  my  Lords,  that  the 
Civil  Lift  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  public  money,  and  that  the  ii»» 
<^iai therefore  no  claim  to  enquire  how  it  is  diftributed ;  that  it  is 
lircB  eofupport  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  that  only  Iris  Maje% 
te  aft  the  reafon  of  ar^  failures  in  the  accounts  of  it. 

I  have  on  tbe  contrary,  my  Lords,  hitherto  underftood,  diat  all 
^  puMic  money  which  was  given  by  the  public.  The  prefent  con^ 
Vdan  of  the  Crown  is  very  diffisrent  from  that  of  our  antient  monarchs^ 
*lw>  fopponed  Aeir  dignity  by  their  own  eftatcs.  1  admit,  nvy 
^•ids,  that  they  might  at  pleafure  contrad  or  enlarge  their  ex- 
fBcis,  mortgage  or  alienate  their  lands,  orbeftow  prefents  and 
pcnCons  without  controul. 
'  It  is  indeed  expreiBed  in  tfaead,  that  the  grants  of  the  Civil  Lift  are 

E'^'ttat  account,  by  which  I  have  hitherto  underftood  only  that  the 
total  isexempt  from  account ;  not  that  the  miniftcrs  have  a  right 
I  employ  tbe  Civil  Lift  to  fuch  purpofes  as  they  (hall  think  moft 
Wucive  to  Aeir  private  vieves.  For  if  it  ihould  be  granted,  not 
>^7  that  d»  nation  ^as  no  right  to  know  how  the  wb^U  is  expended^ 

which 
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which  is  the  utmoft  that  can  be  allcxwed,  or  to  dired  the  applicatioi^ 
of  any  part  of  it,  which  is  very  d'lfputablty  y^  it  certainly  has  a 
claim  to  dire£^  in  what  manner  it  ihall  not  be  applied,  and  to  provide 
chat  boroughs  are  not  corrupted  under  pretence  of  promoting  the 
dignityof  the  Crown.   , 

The  corruption  of  boroughs,  my  Lords^  h  one  of  the  greateft 
Of imes  of  which  any  man  under  our  conftitution  is  capable ;  it  is  to 
corrupt  at  once  tbe  fountain  and  the  ftream  of  government,  to  poifoa 
the  whole  nation  ^t  once,  and  to  make  the  people  wicked,  that  they 
may  infe£t  the  Hooie  of  Commons  with  wicked  reprefentatives* 

Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  crimes,  the  fufpicion  of  which  incited  the 
jCommons  to  a  public  enquiry,  in  which  they  have  been  able  to  pro- 
ceed fo  far,  as  to  prove  that  the  public  difcontent  wa^  not  withotitt 
caufe,  and  that  fuch  arts  had  been  pradifed,  as  it  is  abfolutdy  nectf* 
iary,  to  the  public  fecurity,  todeteftand  punifli. 

They  therefore  purfued  their  examination  with  a  degree  6f  ardour 
{H-oportioned  to  the  importance  of  the  danger  in  which  every  maa  if 
involved  by  the  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  conftitution } 
but  ihey  found  themfelves  obftruded  by  Hhe  fubtilty  of  fome  who 
COnfefled  only  that  they  were  guilty,  and  determined  to  be  faithful  to 
their  acpomplices  and  themfelves, 

A  farther  enquiry^  my  Lords,  vws,  by  this  unlbrefeen  evafioot 
made  impoifible  j  the  ultimate  and  principal  agent  is  iheltored  frod 
the  law  by  his  guard  of  mercenaries,  wretches  who  are  contented  t^ 
be  infamous,  if  they  can  continue  to  be  rich,  and  value  themfel?cs 
on  their  adherence  to  their  mafter,  while  they  are  confpiriag  to  mid 
their  country. 

.  The  nation,  my  liOrds,  in  the  mean  time,  juftly  applies  for  redrcfti 
to  the  power  of  the  legiflature,  and  to  its  wifdom  for  methods  of  prot 
curing  it  by  law.  The  Commons  have  complied  with  their  impor* 
tunities,  and  propofe  to  your  Lordfbips  the  bill  before  you^  a  bill  for 
making  a  public  enquiry  poilible,  and  for  bringing  a  minifter  witUil 
reach  of  the  law. 

On  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  we  are  upbraided  with  our  own  de^ 
clarations,  that  the  perfon  mentioned  in  this  bill  would  quickly  boi 
accufers,  when  he  fhould  be  diverted  of  his  authority.  Behold  him 
now,  fay  his  advocates,  reduced  from  his  envied  eminence,  aai; 
placed  on  a  level  with  his  fellow- fubje£b !  behold  him  no  longer  tbf 
fiiilributer  of  employment^  or  tifie  difburfcr  of  th.e  public  treafure ;  f<9 
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luffldi?eftedof  aU  (bcurity,  but  that  of  innocence,  anid  yet  no  ac- 
cusations srre  produced ! 

This,  my  Lords,  is  a  topic  fo  fruitful  of  panegyric,  and  fo  happily 
idapced  tq  the  imagination  of  a  perfon  long  ufed  to  celebrate  the 
wifilom  and  integrity  of  minifters,  that,  were  not  the  prefent  queftion 
of  too  great  importance  to  admit  of  falfe  conceffions>  I  fbould  fuSer 
It  to  remtio  without  controverfy. 

But,  my  Lords,  this  is  no  time  for  criminal  indulgence,  and  there* 
fat  I  flu])  annihilate  this  (hort»lived  triumfA  by  obferving,  that  to 
kc  out  of  place,  is  not  neceflarily  to  be  out  of  power  j  a  miniftcr  may 
Rt»&  his  influence,  who  has  refigned  his  employment  4  he  may  ftiil 
retain  the  favour  of  his  Prince,  and  poflefs  him  with  a  faUie  opinion^ 
that  he  can  only  fecune  his  authority  by  proteding  him ;  or,  what 
there  is  equal  reafon  to  fafpedl,  his  fucceflbrs  may  be  afraid  of  con- 
curring inalaw  which  may  hereafter  be  revived  againft  themfelves. 

It  may  be  urged  farther,  my  Lords,  that  he  cannot  with  great  pro- 
fnety  he  Ui  to  have  no  power,  who  fees  the  legiflature  crowded 
with  men  that  are  indebted  to  his  favour  for  their  rank  and  their 
ftrtunes. 

Such  a  man  may  bid  defiance  to  enquiry,  with  confidence  produced 
^  Iccurity  very  diflerent  from  that  of  innocence ;  he  may  depend 
*POQ  the  fecrecy  of  thole  whom  he  has  perhaps  chofen  for  no  other 
^f^l  he  may  know  that  common  danger  will  unite  them  to  him, 
^  that  diey  cannot  abandon  him  without  expofing  themfelves  to  the 
^^ceoiiues. 

'Hiefefecurities,  my  Lords,  the  fortifications  of  the  laft  retreat  of 

^ciednefs,  remain  now  to  be  broken,  and  the  nation  ^xpe£ls  its  fate 

our  determinations,  which  will  either  fecure  the  liberties  of  our 

ity  from  violation,  by  (hewing  that  no  degree  of  power  can 

thole  who  fhall  invade  them,  or  that  our  conftitution  is  ar* 

at  this  period,  and  that  all  flruggles  for  its  continuance  will  be 

I^  us  not,  my  Lords,  combine  with  the  public  enemies,  let  us 
give  the  nation  reafon  to  believe  that  this  Houfe  is  infe£led  with 
coaugion  of  venality,  that  our  honour  is  become  an  empty  name^ 
^  that  the  examples  of  our  ancefiors  have  no  other  cScA  upon  us 
to  raife  the  price  of  perfidy,  and  enable  us  to  fell  our  country  at 
"ghcr  rate. 

Let 
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Let  us  remember,  my  Lords,  that  power  is  Supported  by  opinhm, 
and  that  the  reverence  of  the  public  cannot  be  preferred  but  by  rigid 
jufike  and  a6Uve  beneficence* 

For  this  reafon,  I  am  far  from  granting  that  wt  ought  to  be 
cautious  of  charging  diofe  with  crimes  who  have  die  honour  of  a  feat 
amongft  us.  In  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  we  ought  to  be  watchfu) 
againft  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  wickednds  in  6ur  own  body,  wt  ought 
to  tjt&  pollution  from  our  walls,  and  pteferve  that  power  for  whick 
fome  appear  fo  anxious,  by  keeping  our  reputation  pure  and  \m^ 
tainted. 

It  is  thereiote  to  Ktde  purpofe  objeded,  diat  diere  is  iio  torfut 
iili^i ;  for  even,  though  it  were  true,  yet  wbile  tbens  is  a  t9rfia 
fi^cioms^  then  enquiry  ought  to  be  made  for  our  own  honour^  dot 
can  either  law  or  reafbn  be  pkaded  againft  it* 

I  cannot  therefore  doubt,,  that  your  Lordflitps^  will  endtovoar  M 
do  juftice ;  that  you  wOl  facilitate  the  produ^Uon  of  oral  evidence,  left 
all  written  proofs  fhould  be  ditftroyed;  that  you  will  not  de^ift  the 
united  petition  of  the  whde  people,  of  which  I  dread  the  confe* 
quence ;  nor  rejefi  the  only  expedient  by  which  their  fear»  may  bo 
diffipated^  and  thdr  happinefs  fecored. 

Lord  Hardwicke  fpoke  next  in  die  following  manner  >«Mf^ 
Lords,  stfter  having,  with  an  intention  uninteprupted  by  any  fefdgfl 
coniiderations,  and  a  mind  intent  only  on  die  dilcovery  of  truth) 
examrned  every  argument  which  has.  been  urged  on  eidser  fide,  1 
think  it  my  duty  to  declare,  that  I  have  yet  difcovercd  no  rcrf<»^ 
whrch,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  prevail  upon  us  to  ratify  tiie  bill  tlutis 
now  before  us* 

The  noble  Lords  who  have  defended  it,  appear  to  reafon  mM 
upon  maxims  of  policy,  than  rules  of  Ikw,  or  princi'ples  of  jufticei 
and  feem  to  imagine,  that  if  they  can  prove  it  to  be  expedient,  it  it 
pot  neceflkry  to  (hew  that  it  is  equitable. 

How  far,  my  Lords,  they  have  fucceeded  in  that  argument  vrfiicK 
they  have  moft  laboured,  1  think  it  not  neceffary  to  examine^  becaufe 
F  have-  hitherto  accounted  it  an  incontcftable  maxim,  that  whencvd 
Sntereft  and  virtue  are  in  competition,  virtue  is  always  to  be  preferred. 

The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firft  in  this  debate  has  proved  the  utv> 
reafonablc^efs  and  illegality  of  the  methods  propofed  in  this  bilF,  be- 
yond the  poffihility  of  confutation  j  he  has  (hewn  that  tbey  are  in- 

conriflcai 
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coflfiftent  With  the  lavi^,  and  that  the  law  is  founded  upon  r^afon :  he  hts 
prored,  that  the  hill  Tuppofes  a  criminal  previous  to  thscwnoie^  fuou 
Bkonsthe  man  to  a  trial,  and  then  enquires  for  what  ofitoce. 

Nor  has  he»  my  Lords,  confined  himfelf  to  a  dete£tioB  of  the  ori* 
gid  defed,  the  uncertainty  of  any  cdme  committed,  but  tos  pio^ 
ended  to  prove,  that  upon  whatever  fuppo&tion  we  proceed,  the  bill 
nuKquitable,  and  •f  no  other  tendency  than  to  multiply  grievances, 
ajideftabliih  a  precedent  of  oppreffion.  ^ 

For  this  purpofe  he  has  fhewn,  that  no  evidence  caa  be  procured 
bjthis  bill,  becaufe  all.thofe  wh6  (hall,  upon  the  encouragement 
fropoied  in  it,  offer  rnformation,  muft  be  confidered  as  hired  wit*-^ 
oefe,  to  whom  na  credit  can  be  given,  and  who  therefore  ought 
BOttobchcard.  .        , 

His  Loidihip  alfo  proved,  that  we  cannot  pa&  diis  bill  wilbout 
difflinifiiing  our  right,  beftowing  new  powers  upon  die  CooHnons, 
coofiriBiog.  Jbnie  of  their  claims  which  are  moft  dubious,  nor,  by 
coniequence,  without  violating  the  conllitution. 

To  a!l  thefe  arguments,  arguments  drawn  from  the  mpft  impor- 
tant coofiderations,  enforced  by  the  ftrongeft  rcaibning,  and  ex*- 
phined  with  the  utmoft  perfpicuity,  what  has  been  replied  ^  How 
han  any  of  his  aflertions  been  invalidated,  or  any  of  his  reafons 
^^i^i  Ifew  has  it  been  (hewn  that  there  is  any  foundation  for  a 
crtounal  chitfge,  that  witnefles  thus  procured  ought  to  be  heard,  or 
tbat  our  rights  would  not  be  made  difputable  by  confirming  the  pro« 
<««lingi  of  the  Commons  ? 

ft  has  been  anfwered  by  a  noble  Lord,  that  though  there  Is  not 
&rpiis  Deli^ij  there  is  Corpus  Sufpicionis.     What  may  be  the  force 
this  argument  I  cannot  fay,  becaufe  I  am  not  afliamed  to  own, 
I  do  not  underftand  the  meaning  of  the  words.     I  very  well  un-* 
nd  what  is  meant  by  Corpus  DeliSli^  and  fo  docs  every  other 
S  it  is  univerfaily  known  to  mean  the  body  of  an  offence  \  but  as 
the  words  Corpus  Sufpidonis^   I  do  not  comprehend  what  they 
it  is  an  exprei&on  indeed  which  I  never  before  heard,  and 
to  figniiy^  in  my  apprehenfion,  nothing  more  than  the  body  of  a 
^^dnOf  the  fubftance  of  fomething  which  is  itfelf  nothing. 
Such,  my  Lords,  is  the-  principle  of  this  bill,  by  the  confeiEon  of 
^varmeft  aad^^abkft  advocates;  it  is  a  bill  for  fummoning  a  perfon: 
M  trial,  againft  whom  no  crime  is  alledgecJ,  and  againft  whom  no 
litads  will  appear  without  a  bribe. 

Tot 
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For  that  thofe  who  Ihould,  appear  in  confequcncc  of  this  biH  -ii 
ofi^r  their  evidence,  ought  to  be  confidcred  as  bribed,  will  furel| 
need  no  proof  to  thofe  who  confider,  that  bribes  are  not /Confined  % 
non^y,  and  that  every  man  who  promotes,  his  own  ihtereft  by  tti 
depofition,  is  fwearing,  not  for  truth  and  juftice,  but  for  himfelf*     ''^ 

•  It  maybe  urged,  and  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  all  that  the  moft  fruitfilt 
imagination  can  fuggeft  in  favour  of  this  bill,  that  they  are  not  re- 
quired to  accufe  the  Earl  of  Orford,  but  to  give  in  their  evidence 
concerning  his  conduct,  whether  in  his  favouf,  or  againft  him.         '^ 

.  But  this  argument,  my  Lords,  however  fpecious  it  may  (eeiri^ 
will  vanifli  of  itfelf,  if  the  bill  be  diligently  confidcred,  which  is  only 
to  confer  indemnity  on  thofe,  who  in  the  courfe  of  their  evidence 
ibsil  difcover  any  of  their  own  crimes ;  on  thofe  whole  feftimony 
Ihall  tend  to  fix  fome  charge  of  wtckednefs  on  the  Earl  of  Orford; 
for  it  cannot  eafily  be  imagined  how  thofe  who  appear  in  his  fa* 
vour,  {hould  be  under  a  neceifity  of  revealing  any  a£lions  that  require 
an  indemnity* 

.  Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears  that  the  bjll  can  produce  no  other 
cffefl:  than  that  of  multiplying  accufations,  fince  it  offers  rewards 
only  to  thofe  who  are  fuppofed  to,  have  been  engaged  in  unjufiifiable 
pra^ices,  and  to  procure  witneiTes  by  this  method,  is  equally  unjufl 
as  to  propofe  a  public  prize  to  be  obtained  by  fwearing  againft  any  of 
your  Lordfhips. 

If  witnefTes  are  to  be  purchafed,  we  ought  at  leaft  to  offer  an  equat 
price  on  each  fide,  that  though  they  may  be  induced  by  the  rewanl 
to  oiFer  their  depofitions,  they  may  not  be  tempted  to  accufe  rather 
than  to  juftify. 

^  Should  any  private  man,  my  Lords,  offer  a  reward  to  any  that 
viQuld  give  evidence  againft  another,  without  fpecifying  the  crime  of 
.which  he  is  accufed,  doubtlefs  he  would  be  confidcred  by  the  laws  rf 
thisiiation,  as  a  violator  of  the  rights  of  fociety,  an  open  flanderer» 
and  a  difturber  of  mankind ;  and  would  immediately,  by  an  indifi- 
njcnt  or  information,  be  obliged  to  make  fatisfadion  to  the  com-* 
munity  which  he  had  offended,  or  to  the  perfon  whom  he  had 
injured.  ■  .     -  r 

It  has,  my  Lords,  I  own,  been  aflerted  by  the  noble  Duke,  that 

t^e  public  has,  a  right  to  every  man's  evidence,  a  maxim  which  "in  * 

ii;s  proper  fenfe  cannot  be  denied.     For  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that 

the  public  has  a  right  to  all  the  afSftancc  of  every  individual  j  but  It 

;•    *  '  i%9 
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B,  mj  Lords,  upon  fuch  terms  as  have  been  eftablifhed  for  the  gene- 
nl  advantage  of  aQ ;  on  fuch  terms  as  the  majority  of  each  ibciety 
bs  prefcribed.  But,  my  Lords,  the  majority  of  a  fociety,  which  is 
Ihe  true  definition  of  the  publicy  are  equally  obliged  with  the  fmaller 
amber,  or  with  individuals,  to  the  obfervation  of  juftice,  and  can* 
aot  dierefore  prefirribe  to  different  individuals  difFerent  conditions. 
They  cannot  decree  that  treatment  to  be  juft  with  regard  to  one 
iKch  diey  allow  to  be  cruel  with  refped  to  another.  The  claims  of 
ik  poUic  are  founded,  firft  upon  right,  which  {3  invariable ;  and 
Kxt  upon  the  law,  which  though  mutable  in  its  own  nature,  is  how- 
em  to  be  fo  &r  fixed,  as  that  every  man  may  know  his  own  condi- 
tion, his  own  property,  and  his  own  privileges,  or  it  ceafes  in  efiecl 
to  be  law,  it  ceafes  to  be  the  rule  of  government,  or  the  meafure  of 
mkA. 

Indie  prefent  cafe,  my  Lords,  the  public  has  not  a  right  to  hire 
eridence,  becaufe  the  public  has  hitherto  fubfifted  upon  this  condi-^ 
tioo,  among  others,  that  no  man  ihall  fwear  in  his  own  caufe.  The 
poblic  has  not  a  right  to  require  from  any  man  that  he  fliould  betray 
Unleir,  becaufe  every  man  may  plead  that  he  is  exempted  from  that 
faund  by  die  public  faith. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  the  right  of  the  public  is  only  that  right  which 
Ae  public  has  cftaUiflied  by  law,  and  confirmed  by  continual  claims  ; 
ooris  the  daint  of  the  public  from  individuals  to  be  extended  beyond 
its  bown  bounds,  except  in  times  of  general  diftrefs,  where  a  kw 
oaft  neceffiuily  fufier  for  the  prefervation  of  the  reft. 

This  neceffity  4s  indeed  now  urged,  but  furely  it  ought  to  be 
ihcwn,  that  the  prefent  circumftances  of  afiairs  differ  from  thofe  of 
any  former  age,  befisre  it  can  with  any  propriety  be  afierted,  that 
ttafures  are  now  neceflary,  which  no  other  diftrefics,  however  ur* 
feot,  or  provocations,  however  flagrant,  have  hitherto  produced, 
b  ought  to  be  proved,  that  wickediie($  had  dtfcovered  fome  new 
klterfirom  juftice,  before  new  engines  are  invented  to  force  it  from 
h  reneat,  and  new  powers  apfriied  to  drmg  It  out  to  punifliment. 

Hie  nation  has  fubfifted,  my  Lords,  fo  many  centuries,  has  often 
ncovered  firom  the  lingering  diieafe  of  inward  corruption,  and  re- 
fdkd  the  fliocks  of  outward  violence;  it  has  often  been  endangered 
kf  comipt  counfelsy  and  wicked  machinations,  and  furmounted 
fan  by  Ae  force  of  ila  eftabUflied  laws,  without  the  affiftance  of 
taponry  qcpedientt}  at  lc«ft  without  caqpcdiiAta  like  this,  which 
Voi^IL  M  mither 
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jieither  law  nor  jufticc  can  fupport^  and  which  would  in  itielf  bf 
;f.  more  atrocious  grievance  than  tkofe,  if  they  were  real,  which  if 
intended  to  punifb^  and  might  produce  fax  greater  evils  dun  thoif 
which  are  imputed  to  him,  againft  whom  it  is  projeSed. 

It  has  indeed,  my  Lords,  been  mentioned  by  a  noble  Lord,  in 
much  fofter  laiiguage,  as  a  method  dnly  of  making  an  enquiry  pof-t 
/ible.  The  poffibility  of  an  enquiry,  my  Lords,  is  a  very  remote 
«nd  inoSenfive  ideai  but  names  will  not  change  the,  nature  of  the 
things  to  whiph  they  are  applied.  The  bill  is,  in  my  cpinioo,  cal^ 
culated  to  make  a  defence  impoffible,  to  deprive  imioceiice  ,of  itf 
guard,  and  to  let  looTe  oppie|fion  and  perjury  upon  the  world.  It  ia 
^  bill  to  dazzle  the  wicked  with  a  profped  of  fecurity,  and  to  incite 
them  to  purchafe  an  indemni^  fpr  one  crime,  by  die  perpeuatioa  of 
another.  It  is  a  bill  to  confound  the  nodons  of  xight  and  wrong,  tp 
violate  the  ellence  of  our  conftitudoo,  and  to  leave  us  without  any 
certain  fecarity  for  our  properties,  or  nilc  for  our  adions. 

Nor  are  the  particular  pArt$  left  defedive  than  the  general  foun^ 
4adon ;  for  it  is  fiall  of  ambiguous  promifes,  vague  ideas,  and  inde* 
terminate  exp^ffioas,  of  mdiich  fooie  have  been  already  pardcularized 
by  the  noble  Lords  that  have  fpoken  on  dlis  occafion,  whofe  ^bihg^' 
rations  I  (hall  not  repeat,  nor  ^deavour  to  improve  ^  but  c^nnol 
forbear  propofing  to  die  advocates  for  ibt  bill  one  fentenee,  th^t  i( 
may  be  explained  by  thea,  and  that  9$,  Icaft  W4  may  not  pais  what 
we.  do  not  imderftand. 

In  the  enquiry  into  the  conduiS  of  the  EgrLof  Piford,  every  man, 
as  we  have  already  fi^en,  is  invited  to  bring  his  evidence,  and  to 
lurocure  an  indemnity,  by.  aoTweriokg  fuch  queftions  as  fliall  be  aikcd, 
touclnng  or  coiuirning  tbt  faiiioff^ry^  mr.reUiiiM  thnU.  What  is 
to.be  uoderftood  by  this  laft  feameoce,  I  would  Wi}Iiogly  b^  inf(u:meds 
If  would  hear  how  ht  the  rdatiak  to  die  enquiry  ss  defigped  to  b^ 
extended,  with  what  other  fmpiiries  it  is  to  he  complicated,  ami 
where  the  chain  ^  inimogattmiet  is  to  have  oa  ieod* 

When  an  evtdeooe  appears.  bdfiMss  the  commiKee,  how  eao  be  hf 
.  certain  diat  iCbe  qucftioos  aJked  arc  rd^tim  a  ibt  iwquirff  Hvw  can 
.  he  be.i^r^tiSAa  that  ^ey  arc  (v^h  aa  he  oNiy  piocuic  an  indMM^  ^ 
tfeioivMfi;  f  Ot  fUfhtlbcr  dbey  vit  oat  unoonanaed  wsdi  the  priodp4 
Hweflioo;,  and<facr<;finrr  infidioya  and  dCTgeais  j  And  to  w|iat  f^aMT 
miA^^afveal,.  i£  he  ftouU  he  profeciiterl  idfterwaida  vfon  his  •pm 
coofcffipn,  09  pietence«tl{at  kmiim9tMkti9i^AiMguirff 
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Sxpreffo&s  Uke  thefe,  my  Lords,  if  they  are  not  the  efie^  of 
malicious  hurry,  and  negligent  animofity,  muft  be  ioteD4ed  to  veft 
Ae  committee  with  abfolute  authority,  with  the  award  of  life  and 
death,  by  leaving  to  them  the  liberty  to  explain  the  ftatute  at  their 
'•■n  pleaAire,  to  contrad  or  enlarge  the  relation  to  the  cootrovecTyt 
to  enquire  without  bounds,  and  judge  without  controul. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  laid  before  you  my  opinion  of  this  bill 
wthout  any  partial  regard,  without  exaggerating  the  ill  coniequencf;s 
that  may  be  feared  from  it,  or  endeavouring  to  elude  any  reafoning 
^by  which  it  has  been  defended.  I  have  endeavoured  to  purfue  tho 
arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firft,  and  to  (hew  that  it  as 
founded  upon  falfe  notions  of  criminal  juftice,  that  it  propofes  irra«* 
tional  and  illegal  methods  of  trial,  that  it  will  produce  confequences 
fatal  to  our  conftitution,  and  eftablilh  a  precedent  of  opprei&on. 

I  have  eqdeavoured,  in  eEamining  the  arguments  by  which  th^ 
bill  has  been  defended,  to  ihew  that  the  rights  of  the  public  are  af« 
certained,  and  that  the  power  of  the  majority  is  to  be  limited  by 
moral  confider&tions ;  and  to  prove,  in  difcuffing  its  particular  parts^ 
diat  h  is  inaccurate,  indeterminate,  and  unintelligible. 

Wbgt  effeds  my  enquiry  may  have  had  upon  your  Lordihips, 
yourfelves  f nly  can  tell ;  for  my  part,  the  nes:effity  of  dwelling  (q 
long  upon  Ae  queftion,  has  added  new  ftrength  to  my  conviAion ; 
and  to  clearly  do  I  now  fee  the  danger  and  jnjuftice  of  a  law  lijce 
Ibis,  that  tboMgh  {  dp  not  imagine  myfelf  indued  with  any  peculiar 
degree  of  heroifm,  I  believe,  that  if  I  were  condemned  to  a  choice  {9 
di&greeable,  I  Ibould  more  willingly  fuffer  by  fuch  a  hill  pailed  in 
my  own  cafe,  th^n  conient  to  pafs  it  in  that  of  another. 

The  Du)ce  of  Argyls  replied  to  d>e  foUowifig  effect  :-^My 
Lords,  I  am  not  yet  able  to  difcover  tbat  the  bill  now  before  us  is 
eithcjr  illegal  or  abfurd,  that  its  interpretation  is  doubtful,  or  its  pro* 
bable  confequences  dangerous. 

The  indifpuuble  maxim,  that  tie  puhtic  has  a  right  to  ^^^  man's 
€vidincff  has  been  explained  away  ^it!t^  much  labour,  and  with  mote 
ait  than  a  good  caufe  can  often  require*  We  have  (»een  told  of  pub* 
lie  contra£b,  of  the  rights  of  fociety  widi  regard  to  individuals,  and 
^  privileges  of  individuals  with  refpe£t  to  fociety  j  we  ^ave  had 
one  term  oppofed  t9  another,  only  to  amufe  our  attention  i  and  law^ 
reaion,  and  fophiftry  have  been  mingled,  till  common  ienie  was  lo^ 

in  lite  coofufioO' 
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•  fiut»  my  Lords,  it  is  eafy  to  difentangle  all  this  perplexity  of  ideas, 
and  to  fet  truth  free  from  the  ihackles  of  fopbiftry^  by  obferving  that 
it>i«y  tn  all  civilized  nations  of  the  worlds  one  of  the  firft  principles  o^ 
che.conftitution;  that  the  public  has  a  right,  always  referved,  of 
having  recourfe  to  extraordinary  methods  of  proceeding,'  when  the 
liafpinefs  of  the  community  appears  not  fufficiently  fecured  by  the 
kn^wnlawstf 

Laws  may,  by  thofe  who  have  made  the  fludy  and  explanation  of 
^em  the  employment  of  their  lives,  beefteemed  as  the  great  ftandard 
of  right ;  they  may  be  habitually  reverenced,  and  confidered  as  (acred 
in  their  own  nature,  without  regard  to  the  end  with  which  they  are 
defigned  to  produce. 

But  others,  my  Lords,  whofe  minds  operate  without  any  impedi* 
ment  from  education,  will  eafily  difcover,  that  laws  are  to  be  re-« 
garded  only  for  their  ufe ;  that  the  power  which  made  them  only  for 
the  public  advantage,  ought  to  alter  or  annul  them,  when  they  are 
no  longer  ferviceable,  or  when  they  obftru£i  thofe  efFe£U  which  they 
.were  intended  to  promote. 

I  will  therefore,  my  Lords,  ftill  aflert,  that  the  public  has  a  right  t^ 
-iViry  marCs  evidence  \  and  that  to  rejed  any  bill  which  can  have  no 
<Hher  confcqucnce  than  that  of  enabling  the  nation  to  aflert  its 
claim,  to  reconcile  one  principle  of  law  with  another,  and  to  de- 
prive villainy  of  an  evafion  which  may  always  be  ufed,  is ,  to  denjr 
juftice  to  an  oppreiled  people,  and  to  concur  in  the  ruin  of  our 
country. 

'  And  farther,  my  Lords,  I  confidently  affirm  it  has  not  been  proved, 
that  this  bill  can  endanger  any  but  the  guilty ;  nor  has  it  been  fliewn 
that  it  is  drawn  up  for  any  other  purpofe  than  that  whicl^  the  noblp 
Lord  mentioned,  of  hindering  an  enquiry  from  being  impoffSfki  »t 
may  therefore  jufHy  be  required  from  thofe  who  afFeft,  on  Ais  occa- 
fion,  fo  much  tendernefs  for  liberty,  fo  many  fufpicions  of  remote 
defigns,  and  fo  much  zeal  for  our  conftitution,  to  demonftrate,  that 
either  an  enquiry  may  be  carried  on  by  other  means,  or  that  an  en- 
quiry is  itfelf  fuperfluous  or  improper. 

Though  none  of  thofe  who  have  fpokcn  againft  the  bill  have  been 

■wiJlin'g  to  expofe  themfclves  to  univerfal  indignation,  by  declaring 

..lJfW;]tbey  woi|ld  ghdly  obftruft  the  progrefs  of  the  enquiry;  that 

-thjry  defigned  to  throw  a  mift  over  the  public  affairs,  and  to  conceal 

from  the  peqple  the  caufcs  of  their  mifcry  ^  and  though  I  have  no 

.    ^  •  right 
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right  to  charge  thofe  who  diiFer  from  me  in  opinion  with  intentions, 
which,  as  they  do  not  avow  them,  cannot  be  proved ;  this  however  I 
will  not  fear  to  affirm,  that  thofe  who  are  for  rejeding  this  method 
rf  enquiry,  would  confult  their  honour  by  propofing  fome  other 
qually  efficacious ;  left  it  (hould  be  thought  by  fuch  as  have  not  itif 
opportunities  of  knowing  their  fuperiority  to  temptations,  that  che;^ 
aie  influenced  by  fome  motives  which  they  are  not  willing  to  ownr, 
and  that  they  are,  in  fecret,  enemies  to  the  enquiry,  though  in  pub- 
lic diey  only  condemn  the  method  of  purfuing  it. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  next  rofe,  and  fpoke  to  this  cffeft  :— 
My  Lords,  the  arguments  which  have  been  produced  in  defehce  c€ 
ihc  bin  before  us,  however  thofe  who  offer  them  may  be  influenced 
by  diem,  have  made,  hitherto,  very  little  impreffion  upon  me;>my 
opinion  of  the  impropriety  and  illegality  of  this  new  method  of  pro- 
fecudon,  ftill  continues  the  fame ;  nor  can  it  be  expected  tfiat  I 
fliouU  alter  it,  till  thofe  reafons  have  been  anfwered  which  have  been 
offered  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firft  in  the  debate. 

The  advocates  for  the  bill  feem  indeed  confcious  of  the  infufficiency 
cf  tbeir  arguments,  and  have  therefore  added  motives  of  another 
kind;  they  have  informed  us,  that  our  power  fubfifts  upon  our  repu- 
tation, and  that  our  reputation  can  only  be  preferved  by  concurring 
in  the  roeafures  recommended  by  the  Commons ;  they  have  infinuated 
to  us,  that  he  who  obftru£te  this  bill,  will  be  thought  defirous  to 
obftnid  the  enquiry,  to  confpirethe  ruin  of  his  country,  and  to  fldt 
in  confederacy  with  public  robbers. 

But,  my  Lords,  whether  the  nation  is  really  exafperated  to  foch  a 
degree  as  is  reprefented,  whether  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  mankind 
that  the  public  affairs  have  been  un&ithfully  adminiftered,  and  whether 
this  bill  has  been  dilated  by  a  defire  of  public  juftice,  or  of  private 
revenge,  I  have  not  thought  it  neceflary  to  enquire  {  having -long 
kamed  to  ad  in  coofequence  of  my  own  convi^on,  not  of  the 
opinions  of  others,  at  leaft  not  of  thofe  who  determine  upon  queftlons 
which  they  cannot  underft^ndt  smd  judge  without  having  ever  ob- 
tained an  opportunity  of  examining* 

Such,  my  Lords,  muft  be  the  opinions  of  the  people  upon  qn^ftibns 
of  policy,  opinions  not  formed  by  refledions,  but  adopted  from  thofe 
whom  they,  fometimes  wid^  very  little  reafon,  imagine  nearer  fpeAt« 
tors  of  the  government  than  themfelves,  and  in  whom  they  place  an 
VopU^tt  confidence,  on  account  of  fome  cafual  z&  of  popularity^ 
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I  flisdl  not,  therefore,  think  the  demands  of  die  people  a  rule  tti 
tondiid-,  nor  ihall  ever  fear  to  incur  their  refentment  in  the  prefecu* 
tion  of  their  intereft.  I  fliall  never  Hatter  their  paffions  to  obtain 
their  favour,  or  gratify' their  revenge  for  fear  of  their  contempt. 
The  inconftancy,  my  Lords,  of  public  applaufe,  all  of  as  have  tb* 
ierved,  und  many  of  us  havo  experienced  ;  and  we  know  that  it  il 
very  far  from  being  alwa3rs  the  reward  of  merit*  We  know  that 
ihe  brighteft  charaftcr  may  be  eafily  darkened  by  calumny;  that  thdft 
who  arc*  labouring  for  the  wel&re  of  the  public,  may  be  eafily  repfe* 
ienttd  as  tntitors  and  opprefTors ;  and  that  the  people  may  quickly  be 
^rfuaded  to  join  in  the  accufation. 

That  the  people,  however  deceived^  have  a  right  to  accufe  whom* 
(o^vtr  they  fufpeS^  and  that  their  accuiation  ought  to  be  heard,  I  dtt 
zKft  deny ;  but  furely,  my  Lords,  the  opinion  of  the  people  is  not 
fuch  a  proof  of  guilt  as  will  judify  a  method  of  profecotion  neni 
known  before,  or  give  us  a  right  to  throw  down  the  barriers  of 
liberty,  and  punilh  by  power  tbofe  whom  wc  cannot  convift 
bylaw. 

Let  ^ny  of  your  Lordfhips  fuppofe  himfelf  by  fome  accident  ex<» 
pofe4  to  ihe  temporary  malice  of  the  populace,  let  Irim  imagine  bil 
enemies  inflathfng  them  to  a  demand  of  a  profectttion,  amd  fheft.pro* 
|>ofingth^t  he  fhoidd  be  deprived  of  the  common  methods  of  defence^ 
and  that  ^idc^nce  ihodd  be  hired  agamft  him,  Idl  Yhe  public  fliouM 
be  di$i[lpointed^  and  be  will  quickly  difcover  Ihe  unreafoniaiblene&of 
this  bill, 

I  (hppofe.no  )nao  will  deny^  thstt  methods  of  profecutiM  intro- 
tft&tdpn'tme  occaflbn,  may  be  pra6Ufed  on  another;  and  that  in 
the  natural  rcftations  of  power,  the  fame  means  may  be  ufed  for  vtf)r 
^liferent  ends.  Nothing  is  mdfe  prbbable,  my  Lords,  if  a  biH  of 
this  kind  ibovld  be  ever  paflcd,  in  cortipliance  with  the  damourscf 
the  people^  to  'punifli  >  minrfters,  and  to  awe^he  court,  lAibnihatit 
may  in  timC|  if  a  wicked  miniiler  {houM  arife,  be  made  a  precedent 
for  oieafure$  by  which  the  court  may  intimidate  the  champions  rf 
the  people  j  by  which  thofe  may  be  purfued  to  deftruAiOn,  #ho  hirfc 
beeh  guilty  of  nd  other  crime  than  'that  of  ferving  their  country  in 
a  manner  which .  thofe  who  are  ignorant  of  the  circamftances  rf 
ai)^  happen  td  difapprove. 

.  The  meafurea  now  propofed,  my  Lords,  krt  therefore  to  be  i^ 
jcftcd,  becaufc  it  is  evident  that  they  will  eftaUiA  a  fftcecfcrt^^ 

which 
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whkh  virtue  may  at  any  time  be  opprefled,  bat  which  can  be  very 
feldoad  nece&ry  for  the  <lete£tion  of  wickednefs  j  fmce  there  is  no 
(probability  that  it  will  often  happen,  that  a  man  really  guilty  of  enor- 
inovs  crimes  can  fecure  bimfelf  from  difcovery,  or  conned  otheii 
with  him  in  fifth  a  manner,  d^at  they  cannot  impeach  him  withotit 
t)Ctraying  themfelves. 

But,  my  Lords,  whenever  virtue  is' to  be  perlecuted,  whenever 
Mfe  accufations  are  to  be  promoted,  this  method  is  inconteftsibly 
ufeful ;  for  no  reward  can  fo  efficacioufly  prevail  upon  men  who  larvi- 
gutft  in  daily  fear  of  public  juftice,  as  a  grant  of  impunity. 

It  may  be  urged,  my  Lofds,  I  own,  that  all  enquiries  into  fbtu* 
lity  are  idle  fpeculations ;  that  the  expedient  propofed  is  proper  on 
ihe  prefent  occafion,  and  tjiat  no  methods  of  juftice  are  to  be  a]«* 
lowed^  if  the  poffibility  of  applying  diem  to  bad  purpofes^  is  a  f^C^ 
fcicnt  xcafon  for  rcjeifting  them. 

But  to  diis,  my  Lords;  it  may  be  anfwered  with  equal  reafon,  that 
^very  procefs  of  law  is  likewife  in  fome  degree  defective ;  diat  the 
comi^ications  of  circumftances  are  variable  without  end,  and  there- 
fore cannot  be  comprifed  in  any  cisrtain  rule ;  and  that  we  muft  have 
no  dbbliflied  method  df  juftice,  if  we  cannot  be  content  with  foch 
as  may  poffibly  be  (bmetimes  eluded. 

And,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  obferved  farther;  diat  fcarcdy  any 
prafiice  can  be  conceived,  however  generally  unreafonaUe  and  un^ 
j«ft^  which  may  not  be  fometimes  equitable  and  proper ;  and  that  if 
we  are  to  lay  afide  all  regard  to  futurity,  and  ad  merely  widi  regard 
to  the  prelent  exigence,  it  may  be  often  proper  to  violate  every  port 
of  our  conftitution.  This  Houfe  may  fometimes  have  rge£ted  bills 
beneficial  to  the  nation  *,  and  if  this  reafoning  be  allowed,  it  might 
lave  been  wife  and  juft  in  the  Commons  and  the  emperor  to  have 
fiiipended  our  authority  by  force,  to  have  voted  us  ufelefs  on  tba(t 
occafion^  and  have  pafied  the  law  without  our  concurrence. 

With  regard  to  ittt  eftablifliment  of  criminal  profecutions,  as  weHr 
att  to  osr  civil  rights,  we  are,  my  Lords,  to  confider  what  is  upon 
Ae  wlKde  moft  for  "die  advantage  of  the  public  i  we  are  not  to  admit 
pnQkt%  which  may  be  fometimes  ufeful,  but  may  be  often  pernio 
cioQS,  and  which  fuppofe  men  better  or  wifer  than  they  are.  Wt 
do  not  grant  abfolute  power  to  a  wife  and  moderate  prince,  becaufe 
his  fiicceflbni  may  inherit  his  power  widiout  his  virtues ;  we  are  not 
to  tmft  or  dlow  ntW4nethods  of  profecution  upon  an  occafion  oit 

.  M  4  which 
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which  they  may  feein  ufeful,  becaufe  they  may  be  employed  to^pifij^i 
pofes  very  different  from  thofe  for  which  they  were  introduced* 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  ihewn  the  impropriety  of  the  bill  now 
before  us,  upon  the  moft  favourable  fuppofition  that  can  poflibly  be 
made ;  a  fuppofition  of  the  guilt  of  the  noble  perfoo  ajpuaft  wfapm  it. 
is  contrived.  And  furcly,  my  Lords,  what  cannot  eveatntbaft  cafe 
be  approved,  muft,  if  we  fuppofe  him  innocent,  be  deceftejd«  , 

That  he  is  really  innocent,  my  Lords,  thjit  he  ia  ooly  Uackeneii 
by  calumny,  and  purfued  by  refentmept,  cannot  be-  moce  ftroogly 
proved  than  by  the  neceflity  to  which  his  enemies  are  reduced,  of  ofing 
expedients  never  heard  of  in  this  nation  before,  to  procure  accufations 
^.gainfi:  him ;  expedients  which  they  cannot  ihew  to  have  b^n  at 
any  time  neceffary  for  the  punifliment  of  a  man  really  wickdi,  aod 
which,  by  bringing  guilt  and  innocence  into  the  fame  danger,^  leave 
us  at  liberty  to  imagine,  that  he  is  clear  from  the  crimes  imputed;  to 
him,  even  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  purfue  him  with,  the  fiercefr 
xefentment,  and  the  loudeft  clamours. 

It  may  well  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  whom  he  has  fo 
long  defeated  by  his  abilities,  fee  themfelves  npw  bafiled  b^y  his  im^o* 
cence^  and  that  they  only  npw  perfecute  his  chara(^r,to^idi)  fiil^ 
true  reafon  for  which  they  formerly  attacked  his  power*  ,.  ..^ . 
.  I  hope,  my  Lords,  I  Ihall  be  e$i(ily  forgiven  for  obferving,  diat 
this  is  a  teftimony  of  uncorrupted  greatnefi,  more  illuftrious  than 
any  former  minifter  has  ever  obtained  \  for  when  was  it  known,  my 
Lord^»  that  after  a  continuance  of  power  for  twenty  years,  any  man, 
Vrhea  his  condudt  became  the  fubjed  of  public  examination,  W|4 
without  accufers  i 

I  cannot,  for  my  part,  but  congratulate  die  noble  perfon  upon  hit 
triumph  over  maljce,  majice  affifted  by  fubdlty  and  experience,  by 
wealth  and  power,  which  is  at  length  obliged  to  confefs  its  impotence, 
to  call  upon  us  to  affift  it  with  new  laws,  to.  enable  it  to  offer  a  re* 
waj:4  for  evidence  againft  him,  and  throw  down  the  boundaries  of 
natural  jui^ice,  that  he  may  be  harrafled,  cenfured  and  opprefied> 
uppp  whom  it  cannot  be  proved  that  he  ever  deviated  from  the  laWf 
pr  employed  his  power  fpr  any  other  end  than  the  promo^on  of.  tiw 
..public  happinefs. 

Had  the  officers  of  the  crown,  n\y  Lords,  when  his  influence  was 
fejjrefented  fo  great,  and  his  dominion  fo  abfolute,  projeded  any 
(l}c|x  niet^ures  for  his  defence  5  )iad  they  iuropofc4  to  filence  hif 

ppponeatt 
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Ofpqnents  by  caHixig  them  to  a  trid,  and  offered  a  ftated  price  for 
accufations  againft  themy  how  loudly  would  they  have  been  charged 
frith  the  raoft  flagrant  violation  of  the  laws,  and  the  moft  open  dif- 
segard  of  the  rights  of  nature ;  widi  how  much  vehemence  would  it 
have  been  oi^ed,  that  they  were  intoxicated  with  their  fuccefs,  and 
tkst  ui  die  fttll  fecurity  of  power  they  thought  themfelves  entitled  tQ 
oegleA  the  great  diftinAions  of  right  and  wrong,  and  determined  to 
tmfiay  the  law  for  the  completion  of  thofe  purpofes,  in  which  juftice 
nfCiiy  give  them  noaffiftance* 

:  I  doubt  not  that  your  Lordihips  will  eafily  perceive,  that  this  cen- 
tu$  u  equally  juft  in  eidier  cafe ;  that  you  will  not  allow  any  man 
tfrbe  profecttted  by  methods  which  he  ought  not  to  have  ufed  in  his 
<nm  cafe  i  that  you  will  not  expofeany  man  to  hardlhips,  from  which 
emj  other  member  of  the  community  is  exempt ;  that  you  will  not 
fiiffar  any  man  to  be  tried  by  hired  evidence  j  and  that  you  will  not 
condemn  him  whom  the  law  acquits. 

XxNrd  Bathurst  ipoke  next  in  fubfbnce  as  follows  :-~My  Lord«» 
The  queftion  under  our  confideration  has  been  fo  long  and  fo  accu- 
rately debated,  that  little  can  be  added  to  the  arguments  on  either  iide^ 
ftiA  diereibre,  Aough  I  think  it  necellary  on  fo  important  an  occafion 
to  make  a  iblemn  declaration  of  my  opinion,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
fapport  it,  1^  |q  f|^c)^  by  any  arguments  of  my  own,  as  by  a  reca^ 
pitiihtip||  and  cpioparifon  of  thofe  which  have  been  already  heard  by 
jwtf  Lordihips. 

It  has  not  been  denied,  that  the  punifliment  of  crimes  is  abfolutely 
ncceflary  to  the  public  iecurity  -,  and  as  it  is  evident,  that  crimes 
pumot  be  puniflied  unleis  they  are  deteded,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that 
the  dilcovery  of  wicked  meafures  ought  to  be  in  a  very  great  degree 
the  care  of  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  government  of  the 
nation ;  nor  can  they  better  difcharge  their  truft,  than  by  defeating 
^  aittficcs  of  intrigue,  and  blocking  up  the  retreats  of  guilt. 

This  likewiie,  my  LfOrds,  is  admitted  with  fuch  reftridions  as  feem 
intended  to  preclude  any  advantage  that  might  be  drawn  from  the 
appearance  of  a  conceffion^  for  it  is  urged,  that  guilt  is  not  to  be 
deteded  by  any  methods  which  are  not  juft,  and  that  no  methods  are 
joSt  which  are  not  ufuaL 

The  iixft  pofitiqn,  ipy  Lor^s,  I  bstve  no  intention  to  controvert ; 
9S  it  is  not  tp  violate  juftice^  but  to  preferve  it  from  violation,  that 
^  bill  has  been  projeded  or  defended^    But,  jn^y  Lprds,  it  is  to  he 

obfcrved, 
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obferVed,  that  they  who  fo  warmly  recommend  the  ftrideft  adherent 
to  juftice,  fccm  not  fully  to  underftand  the  duty  Which  they  urge, 
Todo  juftice,  my  Lords,  is  to  zA  with  impactiaiity,  to  banifh  frooi 
|he  mind  all  regard  to  peribnal  motives,  and  to  confider  evi^ry  quel^ 
tion  in  its  whole  extent,  without  Atffering  die  attention  to  be  rcftraincd 
to  particular  circumftances,  or  the  judgment  ^to  be  pbftruAed  b^ 
partial  afTeflion. 

This  rule,  my  Lords,  fecms  not  to  have  been  very  Carefully  <*- 
ferved  by  the  moft  vehen^ent  advocates  for  juftice  in  the  cafe  befotfe 
lis ;  for  they  appear  not  to  be  (blicitous  Aat  any  ftouM  receive 
juftice  but  the  perfon  mentioned  in  the  bill,;  they  do  not  itmeinber^ 
that  the  public  has  cried  out  for  juftice  more  than  twenty  years,  SUt 
juftice  which  has  not  yet  been  obtained,  and  which  can  be  obtained 
only  by  the  method  now  propofed. 

It  is  neceflary,  my  Lords,  for  thofe  who  are  fo  tv:m:hful  Sigainll 
the  breach  of  juftice,  to  prove  that  any  means  can  be  unjttft  wfafdk 
fcavc  no  other  tendency  than  the  detedion  of  wickedncfs,  of  tricked* 
liefs  too  artful  or  too  powerful  to  be  punifhed  by  the  commoA  nries 
of  law. 

The  introduftion  of  new  methods  of  profecutton,'  is  the  nataral 
confequence  of  new  fchemes  of  villainy,  or  new  arts  of  evafioii  i 
nor  is  it  neceflary  that  precedents  fliould  be  produced,  whe<n  the  wJi^ 
dom  of  the  legiflature  concurs  in  acknowledging  *the  necefllty  of  tx^ 
traordinary  meafures.  Though  our  conftitution  is  in  the  higbeft  de» 
gree  excellent,  I  never  yet  heard  that  it  was  perfcdilr,  and  whatever  is 
not  perfeft  may  be  improved.  Our  laws,  however  wife,  arc  yek 
the  contrivances  of  human  policy ;  and  why  flioidd  we  defpair  dF 
tidding  fomewhat  to  that  which  we  inherit  from  our  anceftors  ?  Why 
ihould  we  imagine,  that  they  anticipated  every  contingency,  and  left 
nothing  for  fucceeding  ages  ? 

I  think,  my  Lords,  with  the  higheft  regard  both'  of  our  laws  ani 
'thofe  by  whom  they  were  ena£ted,  but  I  look  wkh  no  lefs  venehEtion 
on  this  illuftrious  afTembly  ;  I  believe  your  Lordfhips  equal  to  your 
progenitors  in  abilities ;  and  therefore,  fince  you  cannot  but  outg6 
them  in  experience,  am  confident  that  you  may  make  improvement^ 
^n  the  fabric  which  they  have  ereded  j  that  you  may  adorn  it  with 
new  beauties,  or  ftrengthen  it  with  new  fupports. 

It  cannot  at  leaft  be  denied,  that  your  Lordfliips  have  all  the  power 
of  your  anceftors;  and  fince  every  taw  was  once -new,  it  i^  certain 

they 
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fliejr  #ei«  Bir  from  imagTning  that  ther6  was  always  a  necefity  of 
engttiring  after  precedents.  If  the  argument  drawn  from  the  want 
of  precedents  be  now  of  any  force,  let  it  be  proved  diat  its  force  was 
left  -Tn  any  former  reign ;  and  let  it  be  confidered  how  our  govern- 
ment t^onl^  have  attained  its  prefent  exceitence,  had  this  Houfe,  ia- 
Itead  of  applying  to  every  grievance  its  proper  remedy,  been  amafcd 
With  turning  over  journals,  and  looking  upon  every  new  emergence 
fer  precedents,  of  which  it  is  certain  that  there  muft  have  been  a 
Atoe  in  which  they  were  not  to  be  found. 

I  In  aH  regulations  eftablifhed  by  the  legiflature,  it  is  faflkient  that 
Ifteydo  not  produce  confufion  by  being  inconfiftent  with  former  laws^ 
fliat  €bcy  unite  eafily  with  ocrr'conlKttttion,  and  do  not  tend  to  thw 
cmbarraiTment  of  the  machine  of  government.  This  confideration) 
Itxy  Lords,  has  been  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  regarded  by  tiioft 
Wb6  drew  op  the  bill  before  us ;  a  bill  of  which  the  noble  Duke  hat 
proved,  tiiat  it  wtU  be  fo  far  from  perplexing  our  judicial  prdceed* 
hagBy  diat  it  will  reconcile  the  law  to  itfelf,  and  free  us  from  tht 
llfeceffity  of  obeying  one  precept  by  the  negled  of  another. 

The  arguments  of  the  noble  Duke  are  fuch  as,  in  my  opinion,  czn* 
not  .be  anfwered,  or  heard  impartially  without  convidion.  Tb6 
maxims  quoted  by  him  are  each  of  them  inconteftably  true;  they  arc 
in  diis  occafion  incompatible,  and  this  is  the  only  method  by  whick 
ftey  can  be  reconciled.  ' 

Nor  has  he  only  fhewn  the  propriety  of  the  bill  by  irrefragable 
feafons,  but  has  proved  likewife,  that  it  is  coniiftent,  not  only  with 
Ae'  confHtution  of  our  gc^emment,  but  with  die  pra£^ice  of  our 
ificeftors ;  he  has  fh^^n,  that  it  may  be  fupported  not  only  by  rea- 
Ibfiy 'but  by  bins  of  the  fame  kind,  enafted  on  occafions  of  bx  lefii 
ififtpbrCance* 

fle  has  proved,  my  Lords,  all  that  the  moft  fcrupulous  enquirer 
cat!  wilh ;  he  has  made  it  evident,  that  the  bill  would  be  proper, 
Aong^  it  were  unprecedented;  he  has  produced  many  precedents  ia. 
ttppon  of  it,  and  has  thereby  evinced,  Aat  the  only  prefent  queftion 
fa.  Whether  it  is  juft  ?  To  the  precedents  alledged  by  him  it  has 
beea  dbjefted,  that  diey  differ  in  fome  particulars.  But  when,  my 
Locds,  did  any  two  "aAions,  however  common,  agree  in  every  cir- 
tmnftance  }  Relations  may  be  complicated  without  end,  and  every 
IKW  complication  produces  new  appearances,  wbich^  however,  are 
4  •  -      .   .  always 
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alwajn  to  be  dUregarded  while  the  conftituent  principles  remadh 
unvsu-icd. 

If  we  conflder  the  dii&culties  in  which  the  opponents  of  the  bill 
have  involved  themfelves,  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  think  well  of  a  caufe, 
which  gives  birth  to  fuch  wild  afiertions,  and  extravagant  opinions. 
They  have  firft,  by  requiring  precedents,  determined,  that  our  con- 
ftitution  muft  be  henceforward  for  ever  at  a  ftand  ;  and  then,  by 
declaring  that  no  precedents  are  of  any  weight,  in  which  every 
circumftance  is  not  parallel  to  the  cafe  in  debate,  have  debarred  us 
from  the  repetition  of  any  occafional  law;  they  have  declared^ 
almoft  in  plain  terms^  themfelves  ufelefs,  and  deftroyed  that  audio* 
rity  at  once,  which  they  fecm  fo  much  afraid  of  communicating  to 
the  Commons. 

Bsit  by  m^ne  of  their  arts  of  fubtle  diftin^on,  my  Lords,  have 
they  been  able  to  evade  the  argument  which  arifes  from  the  con- 
formity of  thi^  bill  to  the  common  practice  of  our  courts ;  an  argu* 
IDent  which  has  produced  no  other  anfwer  than  loud  declamations  i 
agatnft  the  indecency  of  comparing  with  pickpockets  and  highway- 
IBen,  a  noble  perfon,  a  minifter  of  acknowledged  merit,  long  gn^ccS 
with  the  favour  of  his  Sovereign,  and  long  invefied  with  the  highell 
truft* 

^  I,  my  Lords,  am  very  far  from  pleating  myfelf  with  licentious  or 
indecent  language  ;  I  am  far  from  envying  any  man  that  exaltation 
which  he  obtains  either  by  good  or  by' bad  actions ;  i^nd  have  no  in- 
clination of  levelling  the  perfon,  whofe  coqdM^  I  deiire  to  fee  exa« 
mined,  with  the  profligate  or  infamous*  Yet  I  cannot  forbear  to 
obfcrve,  that  high  rank  is  an  aggravation  of  villainy ;  that  to  have 
enjoyed  the  favour  of  his  Sovereign,  is  no  defiance  of  him  that  has 
abufcd  it ;  and  that  high  truft  is  an  honour  only  to  that  man,  who, 
when  he  lays  down  his  office,  dares  ftand  an  enquiry. 

Had  there  .been  no  precedent  in  our  judicial  proceedings,  my  Loids^ 
which  bore  any  refemblance  to  this  bill,  there  would  not  from  thence 
have  arifen  any  juft  objection.  Common  proceedings  are  eflabliihed 
for  common  occafions  i  and  it  fecms  to  have  been  the  principfe  of 
our  anceftors,  that  it  is  better  to  give  ten  guilty  perfons  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  efcaping  jufttce,  than  to  punifh  one  ihnocent  perfon  by  an 
unj^ft  fentence.  A  principle  which,  perhaps,  might  i^ot  be  erxX)neou^ 
in  common  caiirs,  in  which  only  onf  jndiyidual  was  ii^urcd  by  aw^* 
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th^ty  or  when  the  trial  was  by  the  law  Gommitted  to  a  common  jury^ 
who  might  eafily  be  mifled« 

Tbey  might  likewife  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  a  .criminal,  encou* 
raged  by  a  fortunate  efcape  to  a  repetition  of  his  guilt,  would  un- 
doubtedly fome  time  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  law,  though  not  ex- 
tended on  purpofc  to  feize  him  j  and  therefore  they  conftituted  their 
pFOceedings  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  innocence  might  at  leaft  not  be 
entrapped,  though  guilt  ihould  fometimes  gain  a  reprieve. 

But  in  the  prcfcnt  cafe,  my  Lords,  every  circumftance  requires  a 
different  condu^.  By  the  crimes  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  de- 
ts<%  not  Angle  perfons,  or  private  families,  but  whole  nations,  and 
^  orders  of  men  have  long  been  injured  and  oppreiied,  and  oppreiTed 
with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  the  criminal  has  no  temptation  to  renew  his 
pradices  ;  nor  is  there  any  danger  of  an  erroneous  fentence,  becaufe 
tbe  trial  will  br  heard  by  this  Houfe,  by  pcrfons .  whofe  integrity  fct4 
them  above  corruption,  and  whofe  wifdom  will  not  be  deceived  by 
felfe  aiqpearances. 

71)is  confideratron,  my  Lords,  affords  an  unanfwerable  reply  to 
tbote  who  reprefent  the  bill  as  ill-concerted,  becaufe  the  evidence  to 
be  procured  by  it,  is  the  teflimony  of  men,  partners,  by  their  own 
confeiSon,  in  the  crimes  >^ich  they  reveal. 

Every  court,  my  Lords,  examines  the  credibility  of  a  witnefs  i 
and  Ae  known  corruption  of  thefe^men  may  be  properly  pleaded  at 
the  fiial,  where  your  Lordlhips  will  balance  every  circumftapce  with 
yo«r  known  impartiality,  and  examine  how  far  every  allertion  is 
iavaiidaced  by  the  character  of  the  witnefs,  and  how  far  it  is  con* 
firmed  by  a  corroboratory  concurrence  of  known  events,  orfupport* 
cd  by  other  teftimonies  not  liable  to  the  fame  exception. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  obferved  how  quickly  the  clouds  are 
difperfed  with  which  intereft  or  perverfenefs  have  endeavoured  to 
vfafttme  tbe  trudi,  and  how  eafily  the  ffarongef^  objedions  which  tbe 
foeilieft  abilities  could  raife  againfl  this  bill  are  confuted^  or  bow  ap* 
ptf^ndy^  when  they  are  ciofely  examined,  they  confute  themfeives* 
.  One  of  the  obje£tions  that  require  no  anfwer  is,  that  which  has 
WeqrrtiAd  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  indemnity  ofiisred  in  the 
billy 'Wbieh,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  that  oppofed  it,  ought  to  be  re* 
ftraiimd  to  particular  perfons*  But  that  it  is  chiefly,  if  not  fidely> 
umuAtd  to  be  applied  to  thofe  who  have  refufed  to  anfwer  the  quef- 
|i^  of  the  committee^  I  believe  every  Lord  in  this  Houfe  is  fitlly 

convinced  I 
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convinced ;  it  was»  however,  oecefiry  to  draw  it  tip  in  go^eval 
terms,  left  odier  artifices  might  have  been  employed,  aqd  le|t,  by 
pointtiig  out  particular  perfons,  opportunity  might  have  been  given 
to  deprive  the  public  of  their  evidence,  by  prevailing  upon  them  to 
wdidraw. 

'  The  hill  was  juftly  ftSed,  by  a  noble  X«ord,  a  bill  to  prevent  an 
mtmy  fir9m  iemg  impoffikk.  The  difficulty  oi  enquiries  for  the 
public  is  well  knpwn^  and  the  dilEcuky  arifes  chiefly  from  die 
inability  of  the  people  to  reward  their  advocates,  or  their  evidence. 
The  ftate  of  the  court,  my  Lords,  is  very  different ;  the  crown  can-* 
not  only  pardon,  but  advance  thofe  that  have  on  any  occafion  pro* 
moled  its  intereft ;  and  liiope  it  will  not  be  too  much  power  to  bt 
for  once  granted  to  th^  people,  if  they  are  empowered  to  throw  a 
fifnple  indemnification  into  the  balance,  and  try  whether  ^iirith  the 
(tight  addition  of  truth,  and  reafbn,  and  juftice,  it .  will  b^  able  t9 
weigh  down  titles,  and  wealth,  ^nd  power. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  there  is  danger  left  this  bill  Ihould  become 
a  precedent*  I  hope,  my  Lords,  the  fame  occafion  will  pot  often 
happoq  \  and  whenever  it  ihall  hereafter  occur,  the  precedent  of 
paffii^g  the  bill  will  be  much  Icis  daogeroos  than  thatof  reje^ng  it. 
I  hope  it  is  not  necefiary  to  (ay  more  on  this  occafion ;'  yet  I  canr 
\)0t  fi)^eer  to  remind  Ibme  Lords  of  the  fatal  confequences  which 
at  critical  coajundures  tbey  haye  often  dreaded,  or  sq)peared  todread^ 
from  a  diiagreement  of  this  Houfe  with  the  Commons,  At  this 
time,  in  which  the  nation  is  engaged  in  war,  when  the  whole  conti- 
nent is  one  general  fcene  of  difcord  and  confufion ;  when  the  wifeft 
qounfels,  tl^e  firmed  unanimity,  and  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  are 
apparently  i)ecefiary,  it  might  not  be  improper  to  refled,  how  un- 
le^fwabty  W9  (hall  irritate  the  Commons  by  rejeding  this  bill,  and 
)k>V  JMftly  we  ihall  exafparate  the  people,  by  ^wing  them  i;hat  their 
•com^nts  and  remooftrances  are  of  no  weight-,  chat  they  mvft  escpeft 
Ibe  redreft  of  dietr  grievances  Arom  (bme  other  power  ^  and  that  we  , 
prefer  the  impunity  of  one  man  to  the  bappinels  and  i^%tj  of  the 
l)uhii£. 

Lord  Ila Y  ^poke  next  to  the  ftrilowing  purpofe :— My  Lords,  As 
^tiieve  has  in  this  debate  been  very  finsquent  mention  of  extraosdioary 
caibi,  of  new  modes  of  wickednefs,  which  inquire  new  forms  of 
prapedive,  and  new  arti  of  eUidii^  juftice,  which  make  new  methods 
of  pro&aition  necefiary,  (  canao(  forbear  |o  \^j  before  your  Lord- 
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ffifi$  myfMimfBi^  W  tbis  queftkm  ^  featimeiics  not  fo  much  formed 
hf  ffrflciSiop  4ft  iiiipioired  by  experience,  and  wbich  I  owe  not  to 
497  (iiptrior  degree  pf  penetration  into  future  events,  hut  to  fubfe- 
^uciit  di&overies  of  my  own  errors. 

I  liave  obferved,  my  Lords,  that  in  every  cqUifion  of  parties,  that 
fOQtiBon  Qn  wbioh  their  paflions  are  inflamed,  is  always  termed  aif 
egoraprdinary  cgojunflure,  an  important  crifis  of  af&irs,  either  be* 
fapie  men  afie^l  to  ulk  in  ftrong  terms  of  the  bufmefs  in  which  they 
tic  engaged,  for  the  lake  of  aggrandizing  themfelves  in  their  own 
epinion  and  that  of  the  world,  or  becaufe  the  prefent  objei^  appeara 
greateft  to  their  fight  by  intercepting  others,  and  that  is  imagined 
^  them  to  be  really  moft  important  in  it&lf,  by  which  their  own 
pleafiire  is  moft  affe£ted* 

On  tbeie  extraordinary  occafions,  my  Lorcjs,  the  vidiorious  have 
always  endeavoured  to  fecure  their  conqueft,  and  to  gratify  their 
pafioas  by  new  laws,  by  laws,  even  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  by  whom 
tbry  are  promoted,  only  juftifiable  by  the  prefent  eaagence.  And  no 
footer  has  a  new  rotation  of  affairs  given  the  fuperiority  to  another 
party,  ihan  another  law  equally  unreafonable  and  equally  new,  is 
iottod  equally  neceflary  for  a  contrary  purppfe.  Thus  is  our  confti« 
tuftion  violat^  ))y  both,  under  the  pretence  of  fecuring  it  from  the 
mack  of  each  other,  and  lafting  evils  have  been  admitced  for  the  iake 
tf  aliening  a  temporary  danger. 

I  have  been  too  long  acquainted  with  mankind  to  charge  any  party 
frilb  i^Ancerity  in  their  condud,  or  to  accufe  them  of  afiefiing  to 
IHgtljiflt  ibeir  difputes  as  more  momentous  than  they  appeared  to 
Iheif  9|rii  eyps.  I  J^now,  my  Lords,  how  highly  every  roan  leamf 
f^yaJti^  t)isft  whifU  he  has  long  contended  for,  and  how  eafily  every 
|Mm  pireviils  qpon  himfelf  to  believe  the  (ecurity  of  the  public  com- 
plicated with  his  own.  I  have  no  other  intention  in  tbeie  remarks, 
ibao  tQ  fbcw  how  men  are  betrayed  into  a  concurrence  in  meafures, 
ff  which,  when  the  ardour  of  oppofition  has  fubfided,  and  the  ima« 
giaary  dapger  is  paft,  they  have  very  (AdofXi  failed  to  repent* 

}  do  Qot  feme nibf r,  my  Lords,  any  deviation  from  the  cftabliihed 
frder  of  our  cpfiftitttti9n,  which  has  not  afterwards  produced  ren^rfe 
m  diofe  that  advifed  it.  I  have  known  many  endeavour  to  obviatjiB 
theevite  dut  mig)u  be  pr^^biced  by  the  precedents  which  0iey  hfve 
^>i»Tibi»td  to  cftaUifli,  by  public  dedarations  of  their  repentance^ 
^fttJuy^wip^i^^Taxs  of  their  error)  ^  for  my  part,  {  t^e  thi^ 

opportunity 
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opportunity  of  declaring^  that  though  I  have  more  than  once  promotdl 
extraordinary  bills,  I  do  not  recoiled  one  which  I  would  not  now 
oppofe,  nor  one  of  which  experience  has  not  Ibewn  me,  that  the 
danger  is  greater  than  the  benefit. 

*  I  have  learned  at  length,  my  Lords,  diat  our  conftitution  has  been 
lb  formed  by  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors,  that  it  is  able  to  proted 
Stfelf  by  its  own  poMrers,  without  any  af&ftance  from  temporary  ex- 
pedients, which,  like  fome  kinds  of  medicines  in  the  hunum  body, 
may  give  it  the  appearance  of  uncommon  vigour,  but  which,  in 
fecrfet,  prey  upon  its  nobleft  parts,  and  hurry  it  to  a  fudden  decay. 

But  none  of  all  the  meafures  into  which  I  have  ieen  parties 
precipitated  by  acrimony  and  impetuofity,  have  I  known  parallel  to 
the  bill  which  is  now  .defended  in  this  Houle  $  a  bill  which  I  hope 
we  fliall  have  reafon  to  term  the  wildeft  effort  of  mifguided  zeal,  and 
the  mod  abfurd  proje£k  that  the  enthufiafm  of  faction  ever  produced* 

The  particular  claufes  of  this  bill  have  been  already  examined  with 
great  acutenefs  and  penetration,  and  have  all  been  fhewn  to  be 
abfurd  or  ufelefs.  I  fhall  therefore  only  add  this  obfervation,  that 
die  indemnification,  however  liberally  offered,  will  be  wholly  at  the 
difpofal  of  thofe  who  (hall  receive  the  examinations,  by  whom,  when 
iiicb  difcoveries  are  not  made  as'  they  may  happen  to  exped,  the 
witnefleis  may  be  charged  with  referve  and  infincerity,  and  be  profc- 
cuted  for  thofe  crimes  which  could  never  have  been  known  but  by 
their  own  confeffion. 

It  is  not  impoffible,  but  that  if  the  bait  of  indemnification  Ihall 
be  found  infufficient  to  produce  teflimonies  againfl  the  noble  perfon, 
a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  may  be  attempted  to  terrify  thofe  who 
are  too  wife  to  be  enfnared  by  fpecious  promifes ;  for  what  may  not 
be  expeftcd  from  thofe  who  have  already  fent  their  fcUow-fubjefls  to 
priibn,  only  for  refufing  to  accufe  themfelves  i 

Kor  can  I  difcover,  my  Lords,  how  the  moft  abandoned  villains 
will  be  hindered  fcom  procuring  indenmity  by  perjury,  or  what  (hal) 
exclude  a  confpirator  againfl  the  Hie  and  government  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  from  pardon,  if  he  fwears,  that  in  a  plot  for  fetting  the  Pre- 
tender on  the  throne,  he  was  aififled  by  the  counfels  of  the  Earl  of 
Orford. 

It  has  indeed  been  in  fome  degree  granted,  that  the  bill  requires 
feme  amendment,  by  propofing  that  the  necefTary  alterations  may  be 
made  to  fuch  parts  of  it  as  (ball  appear  defeiSive  to  4ie  committee^ 

which 
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which  would  indeed  be  highly  expedient,  if  only  fomc  particular 
claufes  were  exceptionable ;  but,  my  Lords,  the  Intention  pf  the 
bill  is  cruel  and  oppreffive  ;  the  meafures  by  which  that  intention  is 
promoted  :are  contrary  to  law,  and  without  precedent;  and  the 
original  principle  is  falfe,  as  it  fuppofes  a  criminal  previous  to  the 
crirnc. 

It  is  urged  as  the  moft  prefling  argument  by  the  advocates  for  the 
bill,  that  it  ought  to  be  pafled  to  gratify  the  people.  I  know  not, 
my  Lords,  upon  what  principles  thofe  who  plead  fo  earneftly  for  rigid 
juftice,  can  endeavour  to  influence  our  decifions  by  any  other  mo- 
tives ;  or  why  they  think  it  more  equitable  to  facrifice  any  man  to 
the  rcfcntment  of  the  people,  than  to  the  malice  of  any  fingle  perfon; 
nor  can  conceive  why  it  fhould  be  "thought  lefs  criminal  to  fell  our 
voices  for  popularity  than  for  preferment. 

A\  this  is  theiefore,  my  Lords,  a  bill  contrary  to  all  former  laws, 
and  inconfiftent  with  itfelf ;  as  it  only  tends  to  produce  a  bad  end  by 
bad  means,  and  violates  the  conftitution  not  to  relieve  but  to  opprefs ;  » 
as  the  part?,  fingly  confidered,  are  defective,  and  the  whole  grounded 
upon  a  falfe  principle ;  it  neither  requires  any  longer  debate,  nor 
defer ves  any  farther  confideration  j  it  is  rather  to  b^  detefted  than 
criticlfc'd,  and  to  be  reje(£led  without  any  fuperfluous  attempt  for  its 
amendment. 

[ITie  aforementioned  Lords  were  all  who  fpoke  in  this  debate. 
The  queftion  being  then  put,  Whether  the  bill  fliould  be  committed  ? 
It  pafled  in  the  negative. 


Content    47 
Proxies      10 

57 


Not  content    92 
Proxies  1 7 

109 


But  a  Proteft  was  entered  on  this  occafion,  figned  by  28  Lords ; 
tke  former  part  of  it  drawn  from  the  fpeech  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle^ 
and  the  latter  part  of  it  from  that  of  Lord  Carteret.] 
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HOUSE     OF     LORDS. 

May  20>   1742- 
On  the  Security  and  ProteSflon  of  Trade  and  Navigation, 

The  fame  day  that  the  Lords  read  a  fir  ft  time  the  indemnification 
bill,  they  read  alfo  for  the  firft  time  a  bill  fent  from  the  Commons, 
entitled.  An  ASi  for  the  better  proteSing  and  fecufing  the  Trade  and 
NaiJigation  of  this  Kingdom  in  Time  of  IVar,  As  this  bill  had  a  re- 
markable fife,  pafled  the  Commons  without  a  divifion,  and  the  end 
propofed  by  it  was  fo  commendable,  it  may  be  proper  to  give*fome 
account  of  it  before  we  proceed  to  the  debate  thereon  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords. 

It  may  be  remembered,  that  we  have  mentioned  great  caufe  of 
complaint  on  account  of  the  lofles  fuftained  by  the  Britifh  merchants 
from  the  enemy's  privateers,  who  were  not  fufticiently  diecked.  The 
merchants  and  traders  of  London,  Briftol,  and  other  cities,  having 
applied  to  the  adminiftration  in  vain,  prefented  petitions  to  both 
Houfes,  fetting  forth,  among  other  things,  *'  that  notwithftanding 
^^  the  growing  infolence  of  the  Spaniih  privateers,  the  applications 
^  of  the  fufEbring  merchants  for  prote£tion  and  redrefs,  had  been 
^  negleAed ;  that  numbers  of  bis  Majefty's  mod  ufeful  fubjedb  have 
**  been  reduced  to  want  and  imprifpnment,  or,  compelled  by  inhu- 
<*  man  treatment,  and  defpairing  of  a  Cartel  for  the  exchange  of 
**  prifoners,  had  enlifted  in  the  fervice  of  Spain ;  that  there  had  been 
''  various  neglects  and  delays  in  the  appointment  of  convoys,  and 
^  fome  of  the  commanders  of  the  few  that  had  been  granted,  deferted 
*^  the  (bips  under  their  care  at  fea,  and  left  them  as  a  prey  to  the 
*'  enemy,'*  &c. 

One  petition  farther  fays,  <'  That  the  want  of  fliips  of  force  pro« 
<<  perly  ftationed,  encouraged  the  enemy  to  increafe  the  number  of 
"  their  privateers." 

Another5  <^  That  moft  of  the  captures  were  almoft  on  our  coaft, 
*^  in  the  channel  and  foundings,  at  a  time  when  the  navjal  force  of 

«•  Britain 
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**  Britain  i^ras  greater  than  ever  was  known,  a  few  (hips  of  which 
**  might  have  ruined  the  enemy's  privateers." 

One  fet  of  the  petitioners  apprehend,  **  that  moft  of  the  captures 
**  might  have  been  prevented,  had  a  few  fliips  been  properly  fta- 
"  tioned  on  xhis  fide  Cape  Finifterre,  and  the  commanders  kept  to 
«  the  ftriaeft  duty.'* 

Other  petitioners  "  are  not  a  little  alarmed,  not  only  at  the  in- 
"  crcafc  and  number  of  the  Spanifh  privateers  lately  equipped,  but 
"  at  the  unexpected  great  ftrerigth  the  enemy  have  lately  ftiewn  in 
**  the  Mediterranean,  by  which  their  trade  muft  become  more  pre- 
•*  carious  than  ever." 

The  laft  petition  delivered  in  was  from  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commons  of  the  cirj  of  London,  fetting  forth,  **  that  they  had 
*^  feen  a  powerful  and  well  provided  fleet  remain  ina£live  in  our 
**  own  ports,  or  more  inglorioufly  putting  to  fea,  without  the  ap- 
"  pearance  of  any  enterprize  in  viewj  while  our  trading  veflels  were 
**  daily  expofed  to  the  privateers  of  an  inconfiderable  port,  and  a 
"  feeble  enemy  holds  our  naval  power  in  derifion,  to  the  ruin  of 
*'  trade,  the  enrichirfg  the  enemy,  and  the  difgrace  of  the  Britiih 
«  name." 

Their  general  requeft  is,  "  That  they  may  have  regular  convoys, 
**  and  that  the  commanders  be  ordered  not  to  defert  their  charge 
^  when  in  danger  ^  that  cruizers  ))e  properly  ftationed, ,  fubjeA  to 
^  fiich  infpedlion  as  (hall  beft  ai^fwer  the  end  defigned." 

They  all  concluded  with  praying,  ^^  that  the  Houfe  would  make 
"  fuch  provifion  for  the  future  fecurity  of  the  navigation  and  com- 
^^  merce  of  thefe  kingdoms  as  they  ihall  think  fit.- ' 

The  petition^  were  feverally  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a 
committee  pf  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  following  orders  made  for 
nccefiary  papers  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

1.  An  account  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  of  war  which  have  been 
employed  fince  the  beginning  of  laft  year,  as  cruizers  for  the  pro- 
tedion  of  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  on  this  fide  Cape  Finifterre^ 
d)e  fiations  of  fuch  ihips,  and  how  long  ordered  to  continue  there- 
upon, with  the  times  of  their  going  to  fea,  and  their  returning  into 
port  'y  when  fuch  ihips  were  cleared,  and  which  of  them  tallowed, 
asd  when  rcfpedively. 

2.  The  jouroak  of  the  commanders  of  foch  of  his  Majefty's  fbips 
of  war  as  have  been  employed,  fince  the  commencement- of  the  pre*. 

N  2  fcnt 
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icnt  war  as  cruifers  for  the  proteaion  of  trade,  on  this  fide  Cape 
Finifterre. 

3.  An  account  of  the  (hips  of  war  built  in  any  of  his  Majcfty's 
yards,  which  have  been  launched  fince  July  1739,  the  times  when 
launched,  when  firft  put  to  fea,  and  on  what  fcrviccs  employed. 

4.  An  account  of  the  fliips  of  war  built  in  private  yards  for  his 
Majcfty's  fervice,  in  the  faid  time ;  diftinguilhing  the  times  when  con- 
traded  for,  when  launched,  when  firft  put  to  fea,  and  on  What  fcr- 

,  vices  employed,' 
'   5.  An  account  of  the  fhips  and  veffcls  purchafed  for  his  Majefty's 
fervic^  fince  the  faid  time,  diftinguiftiing  when  purchafed,  when  firft 
put  to  fea,  and  what  fervices  employed  in. 

6.  An  account  of  the  fhips  of  war  appointed  as  convoys  to  the 
trade  of  this  kingdom  to  foreign  parts,  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  war,  diftinguiftiing  the  fliips  appointed,  and  the  particular 
fervices,  together  with  the  notices  given  to  the  traders  of  the  time 
prefixed  for  their  failing,  and  the  times  they  failed  refpeSivdy. 

7.  That  his  Majefty  be  addrefled  foi*  the  report  of  the  com- 
miflioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  to  his  Ma- 
jefty in  Council,  upon  the  petition  of  the  merch^ts,  relating  to  their' 
loflcs  during  the  war,  to  be  laid  before  the  Hoiife. 

8.  That  the  fchoolmafter  and  a  mariner  on  board  his  Majefty's 
Ihip  the  Duke,  do  attend  the  faid. Committee. 

Six  days  after  thcfe  orders  pafied,  the  (aid  accounts  and  report  were 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 

There  were  alfo  laid  before  them  copies  of  above  one  hundred 
letters,  from  and  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Admirals,  Ambafladors, 
Confuls,  Comms^nders  of  his  Majefty's  fliips,  and  trading  veffels} 
from  the  commiflioners  of  the  fick  and  hurt  feamen,  with  heads  of  a 
cartel  for  exchange  of  prilbners ;  and  memorials  and  reprefentations 
from  merchants, 

Alfo  a  lift  of  fliips  taken  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and 
of  the  prifoners  made  by  the  enemy,  alfo  letters  from  feveral  of  them 
relating  to  their  treatment,  and  frop  the  Captain-General  of  the 
province  where  the  faid  feamen  were  imprifoned,  relating  to  an  ex- 
change; feveral  certificates  and  depofitions,  and  a  propofal  by  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  for  a  general  exchange  of  prifoners  j  alfa 
copies  of  the  orders  of  the  Commii&oners  of  Admiralty  to  Captains 
and  Commanders  on  the  enemy's  coaft. 

Petitions 
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Petitions  from  the  wives  of  feamen  taken  prifoners ;  letters  to  and 
from  the  principal  officers  of  the  enemy,  prifoners  in  Britain,  relating. 
to  the  exchange. 

Certificates  of  the  dlfcharge  of  feveral  prifoners,  by  the  enemy,  on. 
promife  that  a  lilce  number  of  the  prifoners  in  Britain  (hould  be 
difcharged. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  alfo  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  book 
of  the  regulations  and  inftruftions  relating  to  the  fea  fervice,  eftabllfh* 
cd  by  his  Majefty  in  Council. 

Thefe  requifttes  being  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  they 
went  into  a  Committee  on  the  23d  day  of  their  fitting,  heard  one  of 
die  petitioners,  feveral  witneifes,  and  defired  to  fit  again. 

In  the  mean  time  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  feventeen  other  letters 
concerning  fea  afliairs,  and  an  account  when  the  £aft  India  Company 
firft  applied  (ince  the  war  began  for  a  convoy  to  St.  Helena,  and  when  * 
tbey  iailed,  and  what  number  of  fhips  came  under  the  faid  convoy, 
ajid  on  the  25th  day  of  fitting  the  Committee  heard  more  witneifes.     . 

Next  day  they  proceeded,  when  an  account  was  brouglit  in  of  the* 
Spantfli  prifoners  releafed,  by  what  orders,  and  on  what  conditions  ; 
alio  an  account  of  the  number  of  feamen  employed  the  lad  year,  dif-: 
tinguiibing  how  many  at  home,  and  how  many  abroad,  alfo  of  the 
number  of  ibips  and  veflels  of  war,  diflinguifliing  the  rates. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  alfo  prefented  a  lift  of  the  names, 
of  the  merchant  fhips,  and  the  matters,  as  have  behaved  fo  negligently; 
as  to  delay  the  convoys  from  whom  they  had  taken  failing  orders,  or 
that  have  abandoned  the  fame,  or  that  have  been  any  ways  difobedient 
to  the  inftrudtions  eftabliftied  for  good  government,  with  the  nar-. 
ration  of  the  facts  fince  the  boginning  of  the  war. 

Alfo  copies  of  the  reafons  given  in  writing  by  fuch  Commanders  of 
his  Majefty's  (bips  as  have  been  appointed  in  this  war  as  cruifers  oa 
this  fide  Cape  Finifterre,  for  leaving  their  ftations  or  for  coming  into: 
port,  before  the  time  required  by  theij;, orders,  which  papers  were 
fixty-one  in  number. 

All  whidi  were  referred  to  the  faid  Committee,  and  then  they 
beard  fomc  other  evidence,  and  after  further  proceeding  dcfired  leave 
CO  fit  again. 

Next  day  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  prefented  copies  of  all  ap- 
plications for  convoys  for  (hips  and  cruizcrs,  and  what  was  done* 

N  3  thereon, 
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thereon,  whidli  papers  were  above  fort)^  of  which  eight  were  peti- 
tions to  get  convoys  for  fingle  (hips. 

All  which  papers  and  accounts  were  referred  to  the  faid  Commit- 
tee, which  was  to  proceed  again  oh  the  28ch  day;  but  the  Houfes 
were  defired  to  adjourn  for  fifteen  days.  When  the  Houfe  met  again 
the  faid  Secretary  prefented  copies  of  all  complaints  made  fince  the 
war  began,  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  againft,  or  re- 
lating to  commanders  leaving  the  trade  under  their  convoy,  or«heir 
ftations,  or  for  impreffing  feamen  out  of  outward-bound  fliips  after 
clearance,  or, homeward-bound  before  they  reached  their  port,  or  for 
other  mifbehaviour,  or  injury  done  by  them  to  trade,  with  an  account 
of  what  has  been  done  thereupon. 

Thefe  papers,  including  the  complaints  and  the  prders  given  there*- 
upon,  which  are  much  the  greater.part,  with  juftificatioiis  from  the 
commanders,  were  in  number  forty  ;  but  we  ought  not  to  odiit  thit 
amongft  them  there  is  a  reprefentation  of  the  Portugal  merbhants  in 
favour  of  one  commander,  Capt.  Ambrofe,  who  had  taken  feverd 
of  the  enemy's  privateers. 

,  On  the  33d  day  of  fitting  was  prefented,  froni  the  office  for  the" 
iick  and  wounded  feamen,  copies  of  the  itturns  from  fuch  perfons  zi 
have  been  empowered  to  pay  his  Majefty's  bounty  to  the  Brittih  fub- 
je£b,  prifoners  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  diftinguifhing  the  number  of 
men  paid  each  month,  and  what  {hips  they  belonged  to,  and  when 
taken. 

Alfo  an  account  of  the  number  of  men  who  have  been  put  fick  on 
fhorc  from  his  Majefiy's  (hips,  into  the  hofpitalslaft  year,  diftinguifll- 
ing  how -many  died,  and  how  many  were  returned  to  the  Ihips,  or 
run  away,  or  were  othcrwife  difpofed  of. 

Which  papers  were  referred  to  the  faid  Committee,  and  the  Hbufe 
went  into  it,  heard  further  evidence,  and  the  Chairman  defired  leavd 
to  fit  again* 

Accordingly  they  proceeded  on  this  affair  the  35th  day,  and  heard 
further  evidence. 

On  the  37th  day  more  papers  were  laid  before  the  Houfe,  being 
three  fevcral  orders  iffued  by  the  Admiralty  to.the  Commanders  of  his 
Majcfty's  ihips  in  the  ports  of  Portugal,  or  fuch  as  ftall  have  occa- 
iion  to  put  into  the  fai<f  ports  i  alfo  an  eftimaie  of  the  debt  of  the 
uavy  i  which  were  referred  to  the  faid  Committee,  and  the  Houfe 

went 
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went  into  it,  and  came  to  feveral  refduttons  which  were  reported  tHa 
next  day,  and  are  as  follow. 

The  firft  refolution  ^s.  That  It  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that 
notwitiiftanding  the  repeated  appKcaljons  of  the  merchants  for  cruifers- 
to  be  )3roperly  ftationed  for  the  proteSion  of  the  trade  of  this  natioir 
from  the  privateers  of  Spain,  the  due  and  neceflary  care  has  not  beeir 
taken  to  keep  a  proper  number  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  employed  in  thatf 
fervice,  more  efpecially  in  and  near  the  Channel  and  Soundings  3  for 
want  of  which,  many  fhips  had  been  taken  by  the  enenty,  fome  of 
them  of  confiderable  value,  to  the  great  lofs  of  many  of  his  Majefty's 
fnbjeds,  the  great  advantage  and  encouragement  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  diflionour  of  diis  nation.  IL  That  the  detention  of  the  (hips* 
bound  to  Portugal  for  near  twelve  months,  by  the  refulal  of  protections^ 
for  fome  time,  and  the  delay  of  convoys  afterwards,  gave  our  rivals 
in  trade  an  opportunity  of  introducing  new  fpecies  of  their  wodlen 
manufaClures  into  Portugal,  to  the  great  detriment  of  this  kingdom. 

Upon  this  foundation  the  Houfe  ordered  that  a  bill  be  brought  in 
for  the  better  prot^ing  and  fecuring  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this 
kingdom  in  times  of  war;  and  that  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,* 
(fince  deceafed)  and  Sir  John  Barnard,  do  prepare  and  brmg  in 
the  (ame. 

On  the  I  ft  day  of  April,  being  the  59th  of  their  fitting,  the  Lord  • 
Mayor  of  London  prefented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  for  the  better 
proteCKng  and  fecuring  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom  in 
time  of  war,  and  the  (ame  was  received  and  read  a  firft  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  and  to  be  printed. 

By  reaibn  of  fome  omiffion,  we  do  not  find  when  the  bill  was  read 
a  fecond  time ;  but,  on  the  ^ad  fitting,  a  day  was  appointed  to  go 
into  a  Committee  on  the  79th,  when  they  did,  and  made  feveral 
amendmenu,  which  were  reported  on  the  Sad  day,  and  with  amend- 
ments to  one  of  them  were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engrofled. 
At  their  87th  fitting  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafted,  and  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  was  ordered  to  carry  the  bill  to  the  Lords, 
and  defire  their  concurrence.  And  three  days  after  it  was  read  by 
their  Lordibips  a  firft  time,  and  is  as  follows ;  the  words  within  thefe 
marks  [  ]  (hewing  how  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  and  the  amend- 
ments made  in  its  progrefs  through  the  ^ouie  of  Commons  with 
lUMes  of  the  words  left  out, 

N  4  ^ 
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An  Mfar  the  bitter  prateaing  andficuring  of  the  Trade  and  Navigatim 
of  this  kingdem  in  times  of  war. 
«  WHEREAS  it  is  necelTary,  in  times  of  war,  that  a  fuflScienl 
number  of  fhips  Oiould  be  appointed,  and  kept  conilantly  empjoyed, 
as  cruifers,  in  proper  ftations,  for  the  proteaion.and  fecurity  of  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom  j  be  it  ^naSed  by  the  King's 
Moft  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  idvice  and  confcnt  of  both 
Houfes  of  the  Senate  in  this  prefent  Council  aflembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  fame,  That  when  and  as  often  as  this  kingdom  (hall 
be  engaged  in  wab  with  any  kingdom  or  ftate  in  Europe,  (over  and 
above  the  fliips  of  war  for  the  line  of  battle,  and  for  convoys  to  remote 
parts)  fuch  a  number  of  (hips  of  war  as  fliall  be  fufficient  for  the  pro. 
teaion  and  fecurity  of  the  merchant  fliips,  in  their  going  out  and  re- 
turning  home,  fhall  be  conftantly  employed  as  cruifers,  or  for  con- 
voys,  in  and  near  the  Britifli  Channel  and  Soundings,  and  in  fuch 
other  flations  on  this  fide  Cape  Finifterrt,  as  fliall  by  the  Lord  Hi<rh 
Admiral,  or  Commiffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  Hi^h 
Admiral  of  Great.Britain  for  the  time  being,  be  judged  moft  propw 
for  that  purpofej  the  aforefaid  fliips  of  war  to  be  careened  at  leaft 
[three]  times  in  the  year,  or  oftener,  if  there  be  occafion  ;  and  that 
the  feamen  on  board  any  fuch  cruifers  fliall  not  be  turned  over  into 
any  other  fliip  or  fliips,  but  fuch  only  as  fliall  be  appointed  for 
cruifmg,  or  home  convoys,  according  to  the  tenor  of  this  ad 

(2.)  «  Provided  always,  and  bej,  enaded  by  the  authority  afore- 
laid.  That  nothing  herein  contained  fliall  reftrain,  or  be  conftrued  to 
reftram  the  Lord  High  Admiral  or  Commiffioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  time  being,  from  direfting  any 
of  the  fli.ps,  which  fliall  be  appointed  to  be  cruifers  in  purfaance  of 
this  aa,  to  be  employed  in  the  line  of  battle,  (in  cafe  of  great  ne- 
ceffity)  on  this  fide  Cape  Finitterre,  without  whofe  immediate  di- 
reaion,  the  faid  fliips  Qiall  be  always  cruifing,  or  employed  as  home 
convoys,  except  when  they  are  careening  or  refitting.     ' 

(3. )  «  And  be  it  enaaed  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  the  Lord 
High  AAniral,  or  Commiffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  for  the  time  being,  fliall  on  or  before  the  [firft  day  of 
;uly  next]  authorife  and  appoint  a  Gommiflioner  of  the  Navy,  or 
fome  one  or  more  perfon^  perfons,  who  fliall  conftantly  refide-at 
fuch  place  or  places  as  his  Majefty  fliall  direaj  by  virtue  of  wjiich 

appojnt- 
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qypoimment,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  in  the  place  or  places  for  which 
•  he  or  they  fliall  be  appointed,  (hall  fuperintend  or  overfee  every  thing 
relating  to  the  aforefaid  cruifers ;  and  (hall  take  care  that  every  thing 
necefikry  be  immediately  provided  for  all  and  every  the  aforefaid 
cruifing  (hips  of  vtrar,  that  (hall  come  into  any  port  by  (Irefs  of  weather, 
or  to  careen  or  refit ;  and  as  foon  as  they  or  any  of  them  are  refitted, 
fliall  order  all  or  any  of  the  faid  (hips  of  war  to  put  to  fea  again  as 
foon  as  poflible. 

(4.)  "  And  be  it  further  enaf^ed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That 
from  and  after  the  faid  [firft  day  of  July]  if  any  Captain,  or  other 
oficer  on  board  any  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  of  war,  (hall  wilfully 
4>ring,  carry  away,  or  lofe  any  maft  or  mafts  of  any  fuch  (hip  *,  or 
(haU  make  any  falfe  pretence  or  excufe  for  leaving  the  (btion  on 
which  fuch  (hip  or  (hips  ihall  be  appointed  to  cruife,  or  (hall  return 
into  port  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  appointed  for  his  cruife, 
without  juft  and  fufficient  reafon  for  fo  doing,  every  Captain  or 
officer  oSsnimg  in  any  of  tlie  aforefaid  cafes,  [(hall  be  puni(hed  by 
fine,  imprifonment,  or  otherwife,  as  the  olFencc  by.  a  Court  Martial 
I  Ihail  be  adjudged  to  deferv'e.] 

j  (5.)  **  And  to  the  intent  that  it  may  be  the  more  cafdy  known 
I  what  icrvice  the  aforefaid  cruifers  (hall  every  year  perform,  be  it 
ecaded  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the  Commiilioner  of  the 
I  l^avy  in  each  of  the  out-ports,  or  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  (hall,  for 
I  that  purpofe,  be  appointed  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Cpmmif- 
fioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  time 
ibeing,  (hall  tranfmit  to  him  or  them,  every  [three  months]  adiftinft 
and  feparate  account  digefted  into  proper  columns,  of  the  time  when 
^y  of  the  (hips  appointed  to  be  cruifers,  failed  out  of  port,  when  fuch 
ftip  came  in,  together  with  the  number  of  days  caft  up  that  fuch  (hip 
^ras  out  upon  duty,  and  the  reafons  of  her  putting  into  port,  and  the 
lime  and  reafons  of  her  (lay  there ;  with  an  account  how  often,  .and 
Ac  timed  when  each  of  the  faid  (hips  have  been  careened  every  year; 
&d  that  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  CommilSoners  for  executing  the- 
bffice  of  Ix»rd  High  Admiral  for  the  time  being,  (hall  caufe  copies  of 
|ke  faid  accounts  to  be  laid  before  both  Houfes  of  the  Senate  within 
teight  days]  after  their  meeting. 

r  (6. )  **   And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That 
jk  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commiilioners  for  executing  the  office  of 

t  l^ft  out,  orjhi^, 
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Lord  High  Admiral  for  th«  time  being,  fliati,  on  or  before  the  faid 
[firft  day  of  July]  nominate  and  appoint  fuch  a  number  of  the  {hips  of 
war,  as  fliail  be  fufficient  for  the  purpofes  aforementioned,  to  br 
cruifers  or  convoys  on  this  iide  Cape  Finiflerre  for  the  current  year ; 
and  (hall  afterwards  yearly,  and  «very  year,  daring  the  prefcnt  or  any 
future  war,  between  the  [firft  day  of  November]  and  the  [firft  dayof 
December]  nominate  and  appoint  a  fufficient  number  of  ihips  of  War 
to  be  cruifers  or  convoys  on  this  fide  Cape  Finifterre  for  the  year 
enfuing  ;  and  as  often  ias  any  of  them  (hall  happen  to  be  taken  or  loft, 
fliall,  as  foon  as  may  be,  appoint  others  in  the  room  of  every  flup  for 
tafeen  or  loft.  r 

(7)  <<  And  whereas  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  trade  of 
this  iration,  that  the  captains  or  commanders  of  his  Majefty's  fhipa 
of  War  appointed  for  convoys  to  and  from  remote  parts^  (houM  tak& 
due  care  of  the  merchant  ihips  committed  to  their  charge;  be  it 
therefore  cntiGtoA  by  the  authority  afore&id.  That  eVery  captain  or- 
commander  of  any  of  his  Majefty^s  (hips  of  war,  who,  on  or  afoer 
the  bill  fhall  commence,  fhail  be  appointed  convoy  or  guard  to  any 
merchant  fhips  or  vefTels,  or  who  (hall  have  any  merchant  (hips  oi^' 
vefiels  under  his  charge,  do  and  (hall  diligently  attend  upon  fuch  charge 
without  delay,  and  in  and  during  the  courfe  of  the  voyage  take  the 
utmoft  care  of  fuch  merchant  (hips  and  veflels,  and  do  and  ihall 
every  evening  fee  that  the  whole  number  of  the  faid  merchant  (hips 
anc  veiTels  under  his  convoy  be  in  compdity  with  him ;  and  in  cafe 
he  (hall  be  obliged  in  the  night  time  to  tack,  or  alter  his  courfe,  or 
lie  to,  that  he  do  and  (hall  make  the  proper  (ignals,  to  give  the  mer- 
chant (hips  and  vefTels,  under  his  convoy,  notice  thereof;  and  if  ia 
the  morning  he  (hall  And  any  of  the  faid  merchant  (hips  and  veflels 
to  be  miffing,  he  (hall  ufe  his  utrhoft  endeavours  to  rejoin  them,  and 
(hall  not  willingly  or  negligently  (ail  away  from,  leave,  or  forlake 
fuch  merchant  (hips  or  veflels,  until  he  has  feen  them  fafe,  fo  far  as 
he  (hall  be  diredled  to  convoy  them ;  and  in  cafe  any  of  the  faid 
inerchant  (hips  or  veflels  (hall  be  in  diftreis|  he  (hall  give  them  all 
proper  and  necefTary  relief  and  af&ftance,  as  far  as  he  is  able ;  and  in 
cafe  any  fuch  captain  or  commanding  officer  (hall  refufe  or  negled  to 
do  all  or  any  of  the  matters  aforefaid,  every  fuch  captain  or  com- 
manding officer  (hall  [be  condemned  to  make  reparation  of  the 
damage  to  the  merchants,  owners,  and  others,  as  the  court  of  admi- 
ralty 
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nity  tbUl  adjudge ;  ahd  alfo  be  punished  according  to  the  qoaltty  o^ 
iiis  offence,  as  fliail  be  adjudged  Jfit  by  a  court-martial.] 

(8)  "  And  whereas  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  our.  fettle- 
mcnts  in  America,  and  the  trade  thereof*,  that  the  commanders  of 
ttic  fclps  ftationcd  there,  fliould  ufe  their  beft  cndeavOuf^  for  the  pro- 
tedion  and  fecurity  of  fuch  trade,  [and  the  colonies  thfere ;]  be  it 
ftirther  enaded  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  f  none  of  his 
Majefty's  fliips,  which  (ball  be  ftationed  at  any  of  the  faid  fettle- 
ments,  (haH  quit  or  leave  their  ftations  under  pretence  of  going  to 
cafrecn^or  refit,  or  under  any  other  pretence  i/^atfoever,  without  sen 
djjedal  order  from  the  Lord  High  Adndiral,  or  commifljoners  for 
Afiftttititig  die  oflide  of  Lord  High  Admiral,  (of  the  commander  in- 
chief  of  his  Majefty's  fhips  of  war  in*  thofe  feaS,  or  in  America  J,} 
fer  the  time  being  II  • 

(9)  "  And  to  the  end  that  it  may  appear  what  fcrvice  the  ihips  fo 
ftationed  (hall  perform,  be  it  enac):ed  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That 
the  captain  or  commanding  officer  On  board  every  fuch  (hip  or  veilel, 
ihall  keep  a  diffindf  arid  feparate  aCcbunt,  digefted  into  proper  co- 
lumns, of  the  times  when  the  faid  fhip  or  veflel  failed  out  of  port, 
when  fuch  fhip  or  veflel  came  in,  the  fervice  (he  was- upon,  together 
with  the  number  of  days  caft  up,  that  fuch  (hip  or  veflel  was  out 
upon  fuch  duty,  and  (hall  caufe  the  fame  to  be  fairly  entered  in  one 
or  more  book  or  books,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpofe  ^  fuch  entries  to 
be  digefted  in  proper  columns,  and  to  be  [every  fix  months  J  tranf- 
mittcd  to  §  the  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  every  fuch  ftation 
fcip,  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  commiffioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  time  being,  and  (hall  alfo  fend 
<hip]icates  of  the  faid  accounts  at  the  firft  opportunity, 

•*  (10)  "  And  be  it  further  enaSed  by  the  authority  aforefaid. 
That  the  Commanders  of  his  MajefVy's  fliips  of  war,  on  their  ar. 
rival  at  any  of  the  faid  fettlements,  (hall  deliver  a  copy  of  the  orders 
Aey  (hall  have  received  from  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  c6mmxf- 
fioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Britain  for 

*  Left  oat,  '*  in  iinle  of  war."  f  Left  out^  *<  during  the  contiouance  of 

•if  fach-war."  J  Thefe  words  were  added.  jj  Left  out,  •*  or  unlcft 

ik  commander  or  commanders  of  fuch  ifaip  or  fliips  (ball  be  ordered  off  their  fla<< 
<MQt  10  be  employed  in  the  line  of  battle  in  the  American  fcas,  which  fliall  not  be 
^oae,  but  in  cafes  of  the  greateft  neceflity/'  ^  Left  out,  '*  together  with 

dK  doplicatct  thereof/'  f*  This  claufe  was  added  in  the  committee^ 
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the  time  being,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  pfoteflion  of  the  faid  co- 
lonics, and  of  the  trade  of  the  faid«  colonies,  to  the  governor  and 
council  of  the  refpeclive  colony  or  plantation  where  they  fliall  be 
ftationed ;  which  orders  (hall  be  entered  into  the  council  books  of 
fuch  colony  or  plantation  refpedively ;  and  the  faid  governor  and 
council  arc  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  give  fuch  dircfkions 
in  writing  to  the  captains  and  commanders  of  fuch  ftationed  (hips,  as 
they  ihall  think  will  be  moft  for  the  protcdlion  and  fectJrity  of  their 
trade :  And  the  faid  captains  and  commanders  are  hereby  required 

.  to  conform  to,  and  obfervc  'the  fame,  provided  the  fame  do  not  con- 
tradid  the  inftruSions  they>  fhali  have  received  from  the  faid  Lord 

•  High  Admiral,  or  commiffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  for  the  time,  being."  ' 


HOUSE      OF     LORDS. 

June    I,    1742. 

The  BUlforthe  Security  and  Prote^ion  of  Trade  and  Navigation  being  this 
Day  reada  fccond  Time  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  the  Earl  of  Win- 
chelfea,  who  had  lately  accepted  the  Chair  at  the  Mmiralty  Boards  roft 
and  f poke  as  fellows : 

My  Lords,  I  know  not  by  what  accident  the  numerous  defefls 
and  general  impropriety  of  this  bill  have  efcaped  the  attention  of  the 
other  Houfe ;  nor  is  there  any  ncceffity  for  examining  the  motives 
upon  which  it  pafled,  or  of  enquiring  whether  its  reception  was  faci- 
litated by  the  popularity  of  the  title,  the  influence  and  authority  of . 
thofe  by  whom  it  was  propofed,  or  the  imaginary  defeats  of  our  pre- 
fent  regulations,  which  have  been  on  fome  occafions  reprefentcd  to 
be  fuch  as  it  is  fcarcdy.poiSble  to  change  but  for  the  better. 
.    The  knowledge  and  e^cperience  of  thofe  who  concurred  in  fending 
this  bill  for  your  Lordfliips  approbation,  cannot  but  produce  fomc 
degree  of  prepofieflion  in  its  favour;  for  how  can  it  be  imagined), 
iny  Lords,  ^hac  men  of  great  abilities  and  continual  opportunities  of 

obfervation, 
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oUervatlon,  (hould  not  be  well  vcrfed  in  queftions  relating  chiefly 
to  their*  private  interefl;,  and  difcover  the  neareft  way  to  their  own 
focceis ! , 

And  yet,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  found  that  their  fagacity  has  per- 
haps never  fo  apparently  forfakcn  them  as  oh  this  occafion,  that  no 
proportion  was  ever  laid  before  this  Houfe,  in  which  more  cpntrae'led 
,  motives  were  difcovered,  and  that  the  bill  is  fuch  as  might  rather 
1  have  been  expcfted  from  petty  traders,  unacquainted  with  the  fitua- 
:  tion  of  kingdoms,  the  intcrefts  of  princes,  the  arts  of  policy,  the 
I  laws  of '  their  own  country,  and  the  conduct  of  former  wars,  than 
I  by  merchants  of  cxtenfive  traffic^  general  correfpbndence,  and  great 
I   attvoments, 

I  Before  I  proceed,  my  Lords,  to  confirm  the  charadler  of  the  bill 
i.  by  a  difttn&  confideration  of  the  particular  paragraplis,  and  an  enu- 
meration of  the  feveral  improprieties  and  defcdts  which  may  be  found 
in  it,  1  think  it  not  fupcrfluous  or  unfeafonable  to  remark  one  gene- 
ral error  common  to  this  with  all  other  laws  of  the  fame  kind,  the 
error  of  prefcribing  rules  to  military  operations,  of  attempting  to 
fix  what  is  in  its  own  nature  variable,  as  it  muft  depend  upon  external 
caufes  to  which  the  Britifh  legiflature  has  yet  found  no  means  of 
extending  its  authority. 

To  diredl,  upon  remote  conjeftures  and  uncertain  profpefts,  the 
conduft  of  a  commander,  is,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  not  more 
rational  than  to  trace  upon  a  chart  the  courfe  of  a  {hip,  and  pronounce 
it  criminal  to  deviate  from  it.  The  one  fuppofes  a  foreknowledge  of 
-cfae  motions  of  the  wind,  and  the  other  of  the  councils  of  our  cne- 
nies ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  cxpeded  from  fuch  regulations,  but 
rcrtbrow  and  difgrace.  I  believe,  my  Lords,  that  in  running  over 
biftories  of  the  world,  and  examining  the  originals  of  the 
ightieft  empires,  and  the  fudden  revolutions  which  have  been  pro- 
by  the  overpowering  torrents  of  war,  which  at  diiFercnt  pe- 
of  time  have  fwept  the  powers  of  the  earih  before  thcrn,  it  will 
(bund  that  all  rapid  conquefts,  and  fucklen  extenfions  cf  empire, 
c  been  effected  by  fovereign  princes  at  the  head  of  armies  which 
only  by  immediate  command,  that  few  memorable  actions  have 
B  performed  by  delegated  commanders,  and  that  of  thofe  few 
xyk  names  have '  dcfcended  to  pofterity,  thofe  hs^ve  generally  been 
fuccefsful  who  were  invefted  with  the  largeft  powers,  who 
without,  controu),  and  wer^  at  liberty  to  fnatch  evecy  oppor- 

tunity^ 
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tunity,  and  improve  every  fnvourable  coiyunfiure,  without  any  nc- 
ceflity  of  communicating  their  fchenaesi  of  waiting  for  the  refult.pf 
tedious  deliberations,  or  of  folicldng  a  relaxation  of  former  orders. 

But,  my  LordS)  though  perhaps  all  pofitive  prefcriptions,of  the 
condud  of  military  undertakings  have  a  tendency  rather  to  obftruft 
than  promote  fuccefs,  yet  as  they  may  be  drawn  up  with  different 
degree*s  of  wifdom  and  fagacity,  they  may  have  a  greater  or  lefs  ap- 
pearance of  ufefulnefs  and  reafon.  Such  as  have  been  well  con- 
certed may  aflFord  ufeful  hints,  -though  they  ought  not  to  be  epaded 
with  indifpenfable  obligations.  And  to  confider  even  thofe  in  which 
lefs  proofs  of  (kill  and  forefight  can  be  difcovered,  may  have  ?it  Jeaft 
this  advantage,  that  the  propofals  may  not  Ifc  fpeedily  repeated,  npr 
our  counfels  embarrafled  with  abfurd  expedients.  I  (hall  therefore 
lay  before  your  Lordfhips  my  opinion  of  every  paragraph,  and  ftt^w 
what  are  the  objedions  which  may  be  raifed  both  to  the  whole  bill  in 
general,  and  to  its  particular  claufes. 

To  the  bill  in  general,  it  muft  be  objefled,  that  it  is  filled  with 
vague  expreffions,  and  ideas  fo  indeterminate,  that  no  man  can  tell 
|6vhen  be  has  obeyed  it.  Here  are  many  rules  ordered  to  be  obferved, 
when  tbtn  Jhallbe  m  juft  and  /indent  reafon  for  neglefiing  them, 
and  fome  operations  to  be  performed  as  often  as  there  Jhall  be  ccca* 
JIoHy  and  (hips  are  to  cruife  in  a  certain  latitude,  unlefs  there  is  a 
necejjity  of  employing  them  elfewhere* 

Did  not  the  title  of  this  bill,  my  Lprds,  give  it  fome  claim  to  a 
(erious  confideration ;  and  did  not  the  intf  g^ity  and  capacity  of  thofe 
by  whom  it  was  drawn  up,  exempt  them  from  contempt  and  ridi« 
cule,  I  fhould  be  inclined  to  treat  a  law  like  this  with  Jome  degree  of 
levity ;  for  .who,  my  Lords,  can  be  ferious  when  his  confent  is  de- 
fired  to  a  bill,  by  which  it  is  ena£led,  that  men  fhall  ad  on  certain 
occafions,  as  they  fhall  think  moft  expedient  ? 

Nor  is  this,  my  Lords,  the  only  inftance  of  precipitancy  and  want 
of  confideration,  for  many  of  the  injunctions  are  without  any  penal 
fandion ;  fo  that  though  we  fliould  pafs  this  bill  with  the  greateft 
unanimity,  we  (hould  only  declare  our  opinion,  or  .offer  our 
advice,  but  fhould  make  no.  law,  or  what,  with  regard  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  government,  is  the  fame,  a  law  whiph  0iay  be  broken 
without  danger. 

But  general  objefiions,  my  Lords,  will  natui^dly  produce  genera^ 
evaiionss  and  a  debate  may  be  prolonged  ^wlAQUt  prodaci^ig  ^njr 
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d«ar  ficjff  of  the  &ibje6^,.or  any  fatisfaftory  dccifion  of  a  Jingle  quef- 
(ion:  I  {hall  therefore  endeavour  to  range  my  objeftions  in  order, 
and  by  exarpining  fmgly  every  pwagraph  of  the  biH,'  fhevv  the  weak- 
ods  of  feme  expedients,  the  fuperfluity  of  oth«rs,  and  tlie  general 
ooiitnefs  of  the  whole  to  produce  the  prot,edUon  and  feciirity  in-- 
Itfldedbyit. 

In  tbc  firft  claufe  alone  may  be  foxind  inilances  of  ail  the  Impro- 
prieties which  I  have  mentioned  to  your  Lordlhips.  It  is  propofcd 
Jthat  in  a  time  of  war  between  this  empire  and  any  other  ftate,  fuch 
a  number  of  fbips  fhall  he  employed  as  cruizers  or  convoys  in  tjie 
.cha(iQcl,  as  the  admiralty  fball  judge  moft  proper  for  that  purpofe. 
WhatisthiSy  my  Lordly  but  to  continue  to  the  Admiralty  the  power 
which  has  been  always  executed  i  What  is  it  but  to  ena<5i  that  the 
ihips  (hall  be  ftationed  in  time  of  war  as  the  Commiflioners  of  the  v 
AdminityihaU  determine  and  diredi? 

Of  thde  ihips,  it  is  further  enatSled,  that  they  (ball  be  careened 
three  times  a  ye«ir,  .or  pfteiier  if  there  Qiall  be  occafion ;  but  it  is  not 
declared  who  {(lall  judge  of  the  neceifity  of  careening,  or  wbp  (ball 
it  puniihed  for  the  neglect  of  it  whqn  it  is  requUite,  or  for  the  per- 
iniffipfl  or  command  of  it  when  it  is  fuper^uous. 

There  is  .yet  another  regulation,  my  I^ords,  in  this  claufe,  which 

ought  not  to  be  pafled  without  remark.    It  is  provided,  that  the 

bailors  employed  in  the  cruizers  and  convoys  in  tlie  channel,  (hall 

Jiot  be  turned  over  l^ut- to  othi&r  cruizers  and  convoys;  by  which  I 

%{K)fe  it  wa^  intended,  that  our  qutgvar^s  (bould  be  prevented  from 

Jieing  weakened,  and  thato^r  merchants  ibguld  .never  be  deflitute  of 

{TQtedion ;  an  end  truly  laudable,  and  which  dqferves  ^o  be  pro- 

Jocted  by  fome  rfabliflimcnt  better  concerted.     The  expedient  now 

jvopoled,  feems  to  h^ve  been  contrived  ppon  the  fuppofition  that  the 

-Admiralty  may  not  always  be  very  folicitous  for  the  lafety  of  the 

JDcrch4nts,  and  th^t  therefore  it  is  neccflary  to  fccurc  them  by  a  law 

{from  the  danger  of -being  deprived  of  protection  ;  for  upon  the  pre- 

Jbnt  eflabli(bmfflt,  the  removal  of  men  from  one  {hip  to  another 

lAuft  be  made  by  the  permi0ion  of  the  Admiralty  i  and  when  the  right 

ipffuch  permiffion  (hall  by  this  law  be  taken  away,  what  new  fecu- 

^will  the  merchants  obtain?  The  Admiralty  will  ftill  have  the 

l^yf^t  though  not  pf  turning  over  the  men,  yet  of  recalling  .the 

Ays^aAd  coiiM3^rce  fuiSbr  equally  in  either  .cafe. 

By 
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By  the  fccond  claufc,  my  Lords,  there  is  ftill  a  power  rcfcrved  to 
the  Admiralty,  of  difmiffing  thefe  guardians  of  commerce  from  their 
flations,  and  employing  them  in  cafe  of  great  nccefftiy  in  the  line  of 
battle,  on  this  fide  Cape  Fintfierre.  Not  to  cavil,  my  Lords,  at  the 
term  of  great  necefftiy^  of  which  it  is  apparent  that  the  Commiffioncrs 
of  the  Admiralty  sfire  to  judge,  I  -would  defirc  to  be  informed  what 
meafures  arc  to  be  taken,  if  a  royal  navy  (hould  unluckily  rove  be- 
yond this  Cape,  which  'is  marked  out  as  the  utmoft  bound  of  the 
power  of  the  Admiralty,  and  (hould  there  be  reduced  to  the  neccf- 
fity  of  engaging  defperately  with  a  fupcrior  force,  or  retiring  igno- 
minioufly  before  it.  Are  not  our  Ihips  to  pafs  a  Angle  league  beyond 
their  limits,  in  the  honour  or  prefcrvation  of  their  country?  Are 
they  to  lie  unaftivc  within  the  found  of  the  battle,  and  wait  for  their 
enemies  on  this  fide  the  Cape  ? 

The  third  claufe,  my  Lords,  Ts,  if  not  abfurd  like  the  former;  yet 
fo  impcrfeftly  drawn  up,  that  it  can  produce  no  advantage ;  for  of 
what  ufe  will  it  be  to  ftation  an  officer  where  his  Majefty  Jhall  think 
fit  ?  At  all  the  royal  docks  there  are  officers  already  ftationed,  and 
in  any  other  place  what  can  an  officer  deputed  by  his  ^Majefty  do  more 
than  hire  workmen,  who  will  as  cbearfully  and  as  diligently  ferve  any 
other  perfon  ?  And  why  may  not  the  captain  of  the  veflcl  procure 
neceflaries  for  money,  without  the  aififlance  of  a  commiffioner  ? 

In  the  fourth  claufe,  my  Lords,  nothing  is  propofed  but  what  is 
every  day  pradifed,  nor  any  authority  conferred  upon  the  Court  of 
Admiralty,  than  that  which  it  always  pofiefied,  puntfliing  thofe  who 
difobey  their  orders.  The  provifion  againft  the  crime  of  wilfully 
fpringing  a  maft,  is  at  leaft  ufeiefs ;  for  when  did  any  man  admit  that 
lie  fprung  his  maft  by  defign  ?  Or  why  fhould  it  be  imagined  that 
fuch  an  afi  of  wickednefs,  fuch  flagrant  breach  of  truft,  and  apparent 
defertion  of  duty,  would  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  navy  efcape  die 
fevercft  punifliment?  Would  not  all  the  officers  and  maririers  on 
board  the  (hip  fee  that  fuch  a  thing  was  wilfully  doxie }  Would  not 
they  cry  out — ^^  You  are  fpringing  the  maft,"  and  prevent  it,  or 
difcover  the  crime,  and  demand  punifhment  I 

The  fifth  claufe,  my  Lords,  is  without  any  penal  fanfHon,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  compulfive ;  nor  is  any  thing  of  importance  pro- 
pofed in  it,  v^hich  is  not  already  in  the  power  of  the  Senate.  Either 
Houfe  may  now  demand  an  account  of  the  ftations  and  employ- 
ments of  the  (hips  of  wars  nor  does  the  Senate  now  omit  to  exa- 
mine 
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mine  the  conduS  of  our  naval  affairs,  but  becaufe  our  attention  is 
diverted  by  more  important  employments,  which  will  not  by  thi( 
bill  be  contraded  or  facilitated. 

The  ufe  of  the  provifion  in  the  fixth  claufc,  my  Lords,  I  am  not 
able  to  conceive ;  for  td  what  purpofe,  my  Lords,  fhould  the  fliips 
appointed  for  any  particular  fervice  be  nominated  at  any  ftated  time  ? 
What  confequehce  can  fuch  declarations  of  our  defigns  produce,  but 
that  of  informing  our  enemies  what  force  they  ought  to  provide^ 
againft  us  f  In  war,  my  Lords,  that  commander  has  generally  been 
efteemed  moft  prudent,  who  keeps  his  defigns  moft  feeret,  and 
afiaulcs  the  enemy  in  an  unguarded  quarter,  with  fuperior  and  un- 
txpeded  ftrength. 

In  the  feventh  daufe,  hiany  regulations  are  prefcribed  to  the  com- 
manders of  thofe  fliips  which  are  appointed  to  convoy  the  trading 
veifels.  Thefe  regulations,  my  Lords,  are  not  all  equally  unreafonable, 
but  ibme  of  them  are  fuch  as  it  may  on  many  occafions  be  impoflible 
for  the  commanders  of  his  Majefty's  fliips  to  obferve  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner a$  that  the  mafte^s  of  merchant  (hips  may  not  imagine  themfelves 
neglected  or  forfaken.  The  captain  of  the  convoy  may  be  therefore 
harraflell  by  thetn  with  profecutions,  in  which  it  may  be  difficult  to 
make  hfis  innocence  appear.  The  convoy  may  be  fometimes  ac- 
aifcd  of  defcrting  the  traders,  when  the  traders  in  reality  have  for- 
faken the  convoy,  in  confidence  that  they  (hould  either  arrive  fafe  at 
the  port  without  proteftion,  or  be  able,  if  they  fhould  happen  to  fall 
into  the  enemies  hands,  to  charge  their  misfortune  upon  the  negli- 
gence of  their  protefior. 

The  eighth  daufe,  my  Lords,  is  fo  fer  from  being  fuch  as  might 
be  expeded  from  merchants,  that  it  frems  rather  to  have  been  drawn 
up  by  men  who  never  faw  the  fea,  nor  heard  of  the  violence  of  a 
ftorm.  For  who  that  had  the  flighted  idea  of  the  uncertainty  and  hazaird 
of  a  failor's  condition,  who  that  had  been  ever  told  of  a  fhipwreck, 
or  but  looked  on  the  pictures  of  naval  diftrefs,  would  propofe  that 
no  fliip  Ibould  retire  to  a  harbour,  or  quit  the  ftation  to  which  it  was 
afigned,  en  any  pretence  whatfoe^Uer  without  permiflion,  which  feme- 
times  could  not  be  obtained  in  many  months,  and  which  never  could 
be  received  foon  enough  to  allow  of  a  remedy  for  fudden  difiifters,  or 
preffing  calaihities.  It  rfctg^U  with  equal  reafon  be  enacted,  that  no 
man  fiiooldcxttngulfli  a  fire  without  an  afitf^f  the  Scna^^or  repel  a 
tbief  from  fch-  f^indd^,  wi^ouli  a  comiftiflfen  of  array. 

Vot.  II.  O  It 
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It  is  happy,  my  Lords,  that  this  claufe  is  not  enforced  by  a  pe- 
nalty, and  therefore  can  never  have  the  obligatory  fan^on  of  a 
law;  but  fincc  it  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  that  the  authors  of  it 
intended  that  the  obfervation  fliould  be  by  fome  means  or  odier  en- 
joined, let  us  examine  how  much  fecurity  it  would  add  to  our  navi- 
gation, and  bow  much  ftrength  to  oup  naval  power,  if  the  breach  of 
It  had  been  made  capital,  which  is  in  itfelf  by  no  means  unreafon- 
able ;  for  what  punilhment  lefs  than  death  can  fecure  the  obfervation 
of  a  law,  which,  without  the  hazard  of  life,  cannot  be  obeyed? 

Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  a  crew  of  gallant  failors  fur- 
prized  in  their  ctuize  by  fuch  a  hurricane  as  is  frequent  in  the  Ame- 
rican feas,  which  the  higheft  perfedlion  of  flcill,  and  the  utmoll  exer- 
tion of  induftry  has  fcarcely  enabled  them  to  efcape  ;  let  us  confider 
them  now  with  their  mafts  broken,  their  ihip  (battered,  and  their 
artillery  thrown  into  the  fea,  unable  any  longer  either  to  opppfe  an 
enemy,  or  to  refift  the  waves,  and  yet  forbidden  to  approach  the  land, 
and  cut  off  from  all  poffibility  of  relief,  till  they  have  reprdented 
their  diftrefe  to  fome  diftant  power,  and  received  a  gracious  permif- 
fion  to  fave  their  lives. 

Mifery  like  this,  my  Lords,  admits  no  exaggeration,  nor  need  I 
dwell  long  on  the  abfurdity  of  eftablifhing  regulations  which  cannot 
be  obferved,  and  which  if  they  were  enforced  by  any  fandions,  pro- 
portioned, as  all  penal  fan&ions  ought  to  be,  to  the  temptations  of 
violating  them,  muft  drive  all  our  failors  into  foreign  fervice,  or  urge 
them,  upon  the  firft  diftrefs,  to  defiance  of  law,  and  fill  America 
with  pirates,  and  with  rebels.   • 

By  the  Qinth  claufe,  my  Lords,  iiothing  is  propofed  but  a  relaxa- 
tion of  the  pr^fent  difcipline.  It  requires,  that  the  commanders  of 
ihips  of  war  (hall  fend  only  once  in  fix  months  thofe  accounts  of 
their  condud  and  their  fervice,  which  they  zxp  at  prefent  obliged  to 
tranfmit  by  every  (hip  that  returns  from  America ;  fo  that  by  paffing 
this  bill,  we  (hall  only  be  difabled  from  receiving  regular  and  fea- 
fonable  informations  of  the  tran(a£tioiis  of  our  diftant  fquadrons  and 
colonies,  (hall  be  difturbed  with  groundlcfs  fufpicions,  and  tortured 
with  unneceflary  fufpence. 

I  have  arrived  at  length  at  the  laft  claufe,  a  claufe,  my  Lords 

worthy  to  be  the  concluding  paragraph  of  a  bill  like  this ;  a  daiife 

in  which  the  power  of  the  Admiralty  is  communicated  to  the  govcr- 

nors  of  our  colonies  i  men,  my  Lords,  not  hitherto  much  celebrated 
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for  their  fuperior  wifdom,  moderation,  or  integrity;  of  whom  at 
kaft  it  is  no  reproach  to  afiert,  that  they  are  known  to  be  for  the 
moft  part  wholly  unacquainted  with  maritime  affairs,  and  very  little 
filmed  for  military  knowledge ;  and  of  whom  it  is  above  all  to  be 
confidered,  that  they  generally  commence  merchants  at  their  arrival 
in  America,  and  may  more  probably  direft  (hips  fent  to  guard  the 
colonies,  to  ftations  in  which  they  may  preferve  their  own  veffels, 
than  to  thofc  where  they  may  contribute  moft  to  the  general  fecurity 
of  trade. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  examined  without  prejudice  every  para- 
graph of  this  bill,  and  believe  that  from  the  objeSions  which  I  have 
made,  it  appears  now  plainly  to  your  Lordftiips,  that  all  the  regula- 
tions which  are  of  any  ufe,  are  fuch  as  are  already  eftablilhed  by  long 
cuftom,  or  by  former  ftatutes ;  and  fuch  therefore  as  it  is  unnecef- 
fary  to  mention  in  a  new  law ;  and  that  whatever  is  here  to  be  found 
new,  is  abfurd,  unintelligible  or  pernicious. 

Tills  bill,  my  Lords,  is  faid  to  be  founded  on  the  a6l  made  for  the 
firnie  purpofe,  in  the  wars  of  the  Queen  Anne ;  but  I  cannot  for- 
bear to  obferve,  that  the*  original  law,  though  not  one  of  thofc  to 
which  much  of  the  fuccefs  of  that  war  is  to  be  afcribed,  was  drawn 
up  with  more  difcernment- than  the  bill  before  us.  It  was  at  leaft 
intelligible ;  the  number  of  cruizers  was  limited,  and  it  was  there- 
fore poffible  to  know  when  it  was  obeyed ;  but  of  this  bill  I  can  con- 
fidently aflcrt,  that  as  no  man  can  underftand,  fo  no  man  can 
ohfenre  it. 

I  have  fpoken  more  largely,  my  Lords,  on  this  occadon,  becauie 
tbb  bill  relates  particularly  to  my  prcfent  employment,  in  which  as 
I  defire  to  do  my  duty,  I  defire  to  know  it ;  and  furely  1  cannot  be 
condemned  by  your  Lordihips  for  oppofmg  a  bill,  of  which  the  only 
tendency  is  to  make  my  province  difficult,  to  render  one  part  of  my 
office  inconfiftent  with  another,  and  engage  me  in  the  talk  of  fuper- 
intcnding  the  execution  of  impra^cable  meafures. 

What  influence  my  arguments  wiU  have  upon  your  Lordfhips,  I 
cannot  forefee.  As  every  man  flatters  himfelf  that  his  own  opinions 
are  right,  I  hope  to  find  this  Houfe  concurring  in  my  fentiments  ; 
bat  whatever  may  be  the  determination  of  your  Lordfliips,  I  am  fo 
fully  convinced  of  the  pernicious  tendency  of  this  bill,  and  the  em- 
barralTments  which  muft  be  produced  by  an  attempt  to  execute  it, 
tbat  if  it  be  not  reje£led  by  this  Houfe,  I  Ihall  willingly  reflgn  my 
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office  to  others  of  more  courage,  or  of  greater  abilities  5  for  I  cah 
have  no  hopes  of  performing  my  duty  under  thefe  reftri£Kons,  cither 
to  my  own  honour,  or  to  the  advantage  of  my  country. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  fpoke  next  to  the  following  tBeSt :— Mj 
Lords,  7  hough  the  noble  Lord  has  produced  very  fpecious  arguments 
againfl  every  paragraph  of  the  bill  before  us,  and  though  many  of 
his  obfervations  are  juft,  and  fome  of  his  objedions  not  eafily  to  be 
anfwered,  yet  I  cannot  admit  that  it  will  produce  thofe  fatal  coafe- 
quences  which  he  feems  to  forefee,  nor  am  yet  convinced  that  it  will 
be  either  pernicious  or  lifelefs. 

It  has  always,  my  Lords,  been  the  pczStict  of  this  Houfe,  to 
attend  to  every  propofal  for  the  public  advantage,  to  confider  it 
without  any  regard  to  the  character  of  thofe  by, whom  it  is  offered, 
and  to  approve  or  reject  it  4ipon  no  oilier  motives  than  thofe  of 
juftice  and  reafon. 

The  fame  equity  and  prudence  has  always  influenced  your  Lord- 
(bips  to  diftinguifh  between  the  feveral  parts  of  the  fame  bill  i  to 
rejcil  thofe  expedients,  of  which,  however  plaufible,  either  experience 
or  reafon  may  difcover  the  impropriety,  and  to  retain  thofe  from 
which  any  real  benefit  can  reafonably  be  expelled.  We  ihould  never 
throw  away  gold  becaufe  it  is  mingled  with  drofs,  or  refufe  to  pro- 
mote the  bappinefs  of  the  nation,  becaufe  the  expedients  which  were 
oi&red  for  that  end  happened  to  be  conjoined  with  fome  others  of  2 
difputaUe  nature. 

By  the  profecution  of  this  method,  a  method,  my  Lords,  too  ra-* 
tional  and  juft  to  be  negle3;ed  or  forgotten,  I  doubt  hot  but  this 
bill,  which,  as  I  (hall  readily  admit,  is  not  yet  perfeA,  may  be  im* 
proved  into  a  law,  from  which  the  nation  will  receive  great  advan- 
tages, by  which  our  trade  will  be  extended,  and  our  riches  increafed. 

Many  of  the  claufes,  my  Llords,  may  in  my  opinion  admit  of  an 
eafy  vindication,  others  may  be  amended  by  very  flight  alterations, 
and  very  few  are  either  wholly  ufelefs,  or  manifeftly  improper. 

The  chief  defed  of  the  firfi  claufe  is  fUch,  that  the  nbble  Lord  has, 
by  declaring  his  difapprob^on  of  it,  given  a  very  uncommon  proof 
of  his  integrity,  difmtereftednefs  and  moderation ;  for  ic  is  itAfetkA 
only  by  placing  too  n^uch  con^dence  in  the  Admiralty,  which  is  left 
in  full  power  to  determine  the  number  «f  cruisers  ilk  or  near  the 
Channd  and  foundings. 

The 
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The  noble  Lord  has  remarked,  that  the  aft  of  Queen  Anne,  on 
which  the  prefent  bill  is  founded,  exafted  a  determinate  number  of 
(hips  to  be  employed  in  this  particular  fervice,  and  that  it  was  there- 
fere  more  prudently  drawn  up  than  the  prefent  bill.  But  I  cannot 
fee  the  wiidom  of  diminifliing  the  authority  of  the  Lord  High  Ad- 
miral ;  for  had  that  aft  beeo  extended  in  the  fame  manner  to  other 
fcniccs,  it  would  have  left  him  only  the  name  and  fliadow  of  an 
office,  without  power  and  without  ufc. 

This  claufe,  my  Lords,  rightly  underftood,  is  only  a  declaration 
of  confidence  in  his  Majefty's  officers,  an  evident  confeffion  of  their 
abilities  to  difcern  the  intereft  of  the  public,  and  of  their  zeal  for  the 
profecudon  of  it* 

With  as  little  reafon,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  objefted,  that  the  Ihips 
are  required  to  be  careened  three  times  a  year.  The  ncccffity  of 
careening  frequently  thofe  fhips,  of  which  the  chief  ufe  arifes  from 
Acir  celerity,  every  failor  can  declare  to  your  Lordfliips  j  nor  will 
any  man  whom  his  employments  or  his  amufements  have  made  ac- 
quainted with  navigation,  alledge  that  any  thing  is  propofed  in  the 
bill  which  it  would  not  be  detrimental  to  the  public  fervice  to  neglcft. 

It  has  been  objefted  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  they  are  direfted  to 
be  careened  oftener^if  there  be  occafion ;  terms  by  which  a  difcretionary 
power  is  implied,  of  which  yet  it  does  not  appear  in  whofe  hands  it 
is  lodjjed.  Let  us  confider,  my  Lords,  what  inconvenience  can  arife 
from  the  claufe  as  it  now  ftands,  and  what  corruption  or  negligence 
can  be  encouraged  by  it. 

The  difcretionary  right  of  bringing  the  fliip  into  the  ports  to  be 
careened  oftencr  than  thrice  a  year,  muft  be  without  controverfy 
placed  in  the  captain ;  for  none  but  thofe  that  are  in  the  fhip  can 
difcover  the  ncceffity  of  careening  it,  or  know  the  inconvcnicncies 
diat  are  produced  by  the  adhefion  of  extraneous  fubftances  to  its  fides 
and  bottom. 

I  own,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  objefted,  that  every  captain  will  by 
this  claufe  be  furniflied  with  an  excufc  for  dcferting  his  ftation  at 
pleafure;  that  under  pretence  of  uncommon  ardour  to  purfue  the 
fncmy,  he  may  wafte  his  time  in  endiefs  preparations  for  expedition  ; 
that  he  may  loiter  in  the  port  to  careen  his  fhip  \  that  before  it  is  foul, 
he  may  bring  it  back  again,  and  employ  the  crew  in  the  fame  opera- 
tion ;  and  that  our  merchants  may  be  taken  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbours  in  which  our  Clips  of  war  lie  to  be  careened. 

O  3  But, 
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But,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  in  the  third  daufe 
a  commii&oner  is  appointed,  by  whom  accounts  are  regularly  to  be 
*  tranfmitted  to  the  Admiralty,  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  every 
ibip,  and  by  whom  the  condufl  of  every  captain  is  to  be  infpeded ; 
and  that  he  may  eafily  dete£l  fuch  truant  commanders,  as  fhall  careen 
their  fbips  only  for  the  fake  of  deferting  their  ftations* 

Nor  can  the  merchants  fufFer  by  any  negligence  or  corruption  of 
the  captains,  becaufe  it  is  intended  that  the  place  of  every  ihip  re- 
turning into  port  {hall  be  fupplied  by  another ;  and  that  the  fame 
number  ihall  be  always  in  the  fame  flation,  unlefe  more  important 
fervice  makes  them  more  neceflary  in  another  place. 

This  provifo,  my  Lords,  a  provifo  undoubtedly  reafonable,  is 
eftabliihed  in  the  fecond  claufe,  but  has  not  had  the  good  fortune  to 
cfcape  the  cenfure  of  the  noble  Lord,  who  has  enquired.  What  raufl: 
be  the  conduS  of  the  commanders  of  cruizing  veflcls,  if  a  fea-fight 
Ihould  happen  beyond  the  Cape,  which  they  are  in  this  claufe  for- 
bidden to  pafs  ? 

That  the  claufe  may  admit  of  expreffions  not  only  more  proper, 
but  more  agreeable  to  the  intention  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  drawn 
up,  I  cannot  deny ;  for  I  fuppofe  it  very  far  from  their  delign  to  limit 
the  operations  of  our  navy  to  any  part  of  the  ocean,  and  am  confi- 
dent that  they  meant  only  that  the  cruizers  fhould  not  be  Jifpatched 
to  fuch  a  diftance  from  their  fiations,  as  that  our  coafts  fhould  be 
left  long  unguarded,  or  the  enemy  have  time  to  coUeft  his  forces, 
and  pour  his  navies  or  his  privateers  upon  our  defencelefs  traders. 

If  by  the  commifBoners  mentioned  in  the  third  claufe  be  intended 
a  new  fwarm  of  officers,  the  propofition  is  fuch  as  I  confefe  myfelf 
very  far  from  approving  j  for  it  will  be  to  little  purpofe  that  we  pro- 
U&  the  trade,  if  we  invent  new  commiffioners  to  devour  its  profits  j 
nor  can  we  ho{)c  for  any  other  confequence  from  additional  wealth, 
if  it  be  procured  by  increafing  the  influence  of  the  crown,  but  that 
we  fhould  become  a  more  tempting  prey  to  the  harpies  of  a  court. 

But,  my  Lords,  to  accomplKh  all  that  is  intended  by  this  claufe, 
there  is  not  any  need  of  new  officers  j  for  there  are  not  many  ports 
in  which  (hips  of  war  can  be  commodioufly  careened,  and  perhaps 
there  is  not  one  which  can  be  ufed  for  this  purpofe,  in  which  there  is 
not  already  fome  officer  of  the  crown,  whofe  employment  allows  him 
leifure  fufficient  for  the  execution  of  a  new  charge,  and  whofe  prefent 

falary 
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bkrj  will  aiFord  an  ample  recompence  for  fome  cafual  addition  of 
employment. 

The  fourth  claofe,  in  which  is  provided  that  no  commander  (ball 
wilfiilly  fpring  his  maft,  or  deferc  his  ftation,  is  fuch  as  I  fliould  be 
willing,  with  the  noble  Lord,  to  thinic  unneceflary  ;  but  muft  appeal 
to  your  Lordfhips,  whether  the  late  condu£^  of  the  convoys  has  not 
too  evidently  ihewn  the  defefi  of  our  prefent  eftablifliment. 
•  The  injuries,   my  Lords,    which   the  public  may  fuffer  by  the 
negligence  of  the  commanders  of  the  fbips  of  v/ar,  are  fuch  as  it  is' 
worthy  of  the  legiflature  to  obviate  with  the  utmoft  caution ;  and 
therefore  it  is  by  no  means  improper  to  ena£):  a  punifliment  for  thofe 
who  (hall  upon  any  falfe  pretences  leave  their  ftntion ;  for  though' 
fuch  negled  of  duty  is,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  naval  edabliihment, 
confidered  as  difreputable  and  irregular,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  it  • 
has  been  cenfured  with  the  deteftation  which  it  deferves,  or  puniOied 
with  the  fcvcrity  neceffary  to  its  prevention.  .    ■ 

It  is  obferved,  my  Lords,  with  relation  to  the  following  paragraph, 
that  either  Houfe  may  at  prefent  require  accounts  of  the  condud  of 
the  captains  of  the  navy,  and  that  therefore  it  is  unneceflary  to  pro- 
vide by  any  new  law,  that  they  fhall  be  laid  before  them  ;  but  if  it 
be  confidered,  my  Lords,  how  many  enquiries  which  we  have  a  right- 
to  mike,  are  year  after  year  conftantly  omitted,  and  how  many  may 
be  excited  by  curiofity  to  read  accounts  which  lie  before  them,  wha 
yet  will  not  move  the  Houfe  to  demand  the  accounts,  or  engage  in 
the  debate  which  fuch  a  motion  may  produce,  it  will  not  be  thought 
unneceflary  to  provide,  that  they  (hall  be  fubje£t  to  examination  with- 
out the  formality  of  a  regular  vote. 

As  to  the  ilxth  claufe,  my  Lords,  which  regards  the  nomination 
of  convoys  at  a  certain  time,  I  can  difcover  no  reafonable  objeftion 
to  fuch  a  provifion,  or  none  that  can  preponderate  again  ft  the  ad- 
vantages which  may  arif^  from  it.  By  the  certain  eflabliftment  of 
convoys,  the  value  of  infurance  may  be  nearly  fixed;  merchants  wiH 
know  what  confidence  is  to  be  repofed  in  the  force  of  the  Ihips,  and, 
what  they  have  perhaps  had  of  late  equal  reafon  to  examine,  how 
inuch  truft  can  be  plisiced  in  the  fidelity  of  the  commanders. 

The  nomination  of  convoys,  my  Lords,  is  in  my  opinion  more 
likely  to  aflTright  our  enemies,  and  to  deter  their  attempts,  than  to 
encourage  them  by  the  information  which  it  will  aftbrd  them  j  for 
npthing  but  our  own  negligence  can  conceal  from  us  the  naval 

p  4  ftrcngth, 
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fireogtb  of  any  power  on  earth  ;  and  we  may  always,  while  we  are 
careful  to  preferve  our  maritime,  fuperiority,  protect  our  mjercbaiits 
fo  powerfully,  that  none  of  our  enemies  ihall  be  incited  to  attack 
them  by  the  knowledge  of  the  number  and  force  of  the  (hips  appointed 
for  their  defence, 

I  come  now,  my  Lords,  to  the  feventh  claufe;  and  furely  to  afcer* 
tain  the  duties  of  the  captains  to  whofe  protedlion  our  (rading  veflels 
are  cntrufted,  cannot  appear  fuperfluous  to  any  of  your  Lordihips 
who  have  read  the  lifts  of  our  loffes,  heard  the  complaints  of  our 
merchants,  or  made  any  enquiry  into  the  condud  of  our  fea  captains. 
There  is,  I  fear,  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  that  fomc  of  ihem  have, 
with  premeditated  defign,  dcferted  the  traders  in  places  where  they 
have  known  them  moft  expoied  to  the  incurfions  of  the  enemy;  and 
it  is  to  the  laft  degree  evident,  that  others  have  manifefted  fuch  con- 
tempt of  the  merchants,  and  fuch  a  difregard  of  their  intcreft,  as 
may  moft  juftly  expofe  them  to  the  fufpicion  of  very  criminal  negli- 
gence,  of  negligence  which  no  community  can  be  too  watchful 
againft,  or  too  feverely  puniib- 

It  has  been  affirmed  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  it  is  not  equitable  to 
fubjeA  the  commanders  of  convoys  ^to  penalties  for  the  lofs  of  the 
trading  vefiels,  which  may  perhaps  either  raihly  or  negligently  quit 
their  proteftion.  That  it  is  not  reafonable  to  fubjecl  them  to  penal- 
ties, is  undoubtedly  true  ;  but,  my  Lords,  it  is  far  from  being  equally 
certain,  that  it  is  not  juft  to  expofe  them  to  a  trial,  in  a  ca(b  in  which 
it  muft.  be  almoft  impoffible  to  determine  falfely ;  in  a  cafe  where 
the  crews  of  perhaps  twenty  fiiips  may  be  called  as  witneflfes  of  their 
conduct,  and  where  none  but  thofe  whofe  (hip  is  loft  can  be  imder 
the  leaft  temptation  to  oiFcr  a  &lfe  teftimony  againft  them* 

On  this  occafjon,  my  Lords,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  obviate 
the  objciflion  produced  by  the  feeming  omiiSon  of  penal  fandion?, 
which  is  only  another  proof  of  implicit  confidence  in  the  officers  of 
the  Admiralty,  who  hava  already  the  power,  allowed  to  military 
courts,  of  proceeding  againft  thofe  who  (hall  deviate  from  their  sr-- 
ders.  This  power,  which  is  in  a  great  degree  difcretionary,  b-was 
thought  improper  to  limit,  by  afcertaining  the  punifbment  of  crimes, 
which  fp  many  circumllances  may  aggravate  or  diminifli ;  and  there- 
fore, in  my  opinion,  this  claufe  is  far  from  being  fo  defeftive  as  the 
ppble  X<rord  reprefented  it. 

Tilt 
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The  three  hft  daufes,  by  which  the  flii[)S  in  America  a|«  prohibited 
to  kave  their  ftation,  by  which  it  is  required  that  accounts  ihould  bo 
once  in  fix  months  tranfmitted  to  the  Admiralty,  and  by  which  the 
€a|>tain$  are  fubjeded  to  the  command  of  the  governors  of  our  colo-* 
oics,  are  in  my  opinion  juftly  to  be  cenfured.  The  firft  is  impoffible 
to  be  obferved,  the  fecond  is  unneceiTiry,  and  the  tt^rdwill  probably 
produce  more  iikonveniencies  than  benefits. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  (hew,  that  this  bill,  though 
001  perfeft,  is  yet  fuch  as  with  fome  emendations  may  produce  great, 
adrantages  to  the  traders  of  thi$  empire.  For  though  it  is  undoubt- 
edly a  jitft  obfervation,  that  the  fucccfe  of  military  attempts  cannot 
be  promoted  by  rigid  reftridions  and  minute  regulations,  yet  it  is 
equally  certain,  that  no  nation  has  yet  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  be  feryed 
bj  men  of  integrity  fuperior  to<  laws,  or  of  wifdom  fuperior  to  in- 
ftni£)ion$  ;  and  every  government  has  found  it  neceflary  to  direft  the 
conduft  of  its  officers  by  general  rules,  though  they  have  been  al- 
lowed to  comply  with  particular  circumftances,  and  to  give  way  to 
fttdden  accidents. 

I  think  it  therefore,  my  Lords,  necci&ry  to  propofe,  that  this  bill 
floU  be  more  particularly  examined  in  a  committee,  that  after  hav» 
ing  received  the  neceflary  explanations  and  amendments,  it  may  be 
referred  again  to  the  other  Houfe. 

Lord  DcLAWARR  rofe  next,  and  fpoke  to  the  purpofe  following : 
—My  Lords,  The  noble  Duke  has,  by  his  arguments  in  favour  of 
this  bill,  given  a  very  eminent  proof  of  great  abilities ;  he  has  ihewn 
every  clau^  in  that  light  which  may  leaft  expofe  to  vrew  its  impro* 
prieties  and  defers ;  but  has  at  length  only  £hewn,  that  it  is  not  im- 
poffiUe  to  make  a  uieful  law,  for  the  purpofes  mentioned  in  the  title 
of  this  bill ;  not  that  any  of  the  expedients  now  propofed  will  afford 
the  de&red  advantage  to  the  public,  or  obviate  any  of  the  inconve- 
ntencies  of  which  the  traders  have  been  fo  long  and  fo  importunately 
complaining. 

This  bill,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  founded  upon  a  law  made  in  a 
reign  celebrated  for  the  wifdom  of  our  conduft  and  the  fucceR  of  our 
arms  ;  but  it  will  not,  I  fuppofe,  be  afferted,  that  nothing  was  even 
in  that  period  ill  conduced ;  nor  will  it  be  an  argument,  fufficient* 
for  the  juftification  of  an  expedient,  that  it  was  pradtifcd  in  *the 
vidorious  reign  of  Queen  Anne* 

If 
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If  we  enquire  into  the  confequences  of  th^t  law,  we  ihaU  find  do 
inducement  to  revive  it  on  this  or  any  future  occaiion.  For  it  had 
no  other  effeU  than  that  of  expofing  us  to  our  enemies  hy.  dividing 
our  forces ;  a  difadvantage  of  which  we  foon  found  the  efie&s,  by  die 
}ofs  of  two  large  ihips  of  feventy  guns,  and  of  a  multitude  of  trading 
veflels,  which)  by  that  diminution  of  our  naval  armament,  neceilariiy 
fell  into  the  hands  of  privateers  and  fmall  cruizers,  that  ravaged  the 
pcean  without  fear  or  moleftation* 

r  If  we  examine  the  pre&nt  eftablifhment  of  bur  navy,  my  Lords, 
it  will  be  difcovered,  that  nothing  is  propofed  in  this  bill  which  is  not 
more  effics^ioufly  performed  by  the  methods  now  in  ufe,  and  more 
judicioufly  eftabliflied  by  laws,  of  which  long  experience  has  fbewn 
the.  ufefulneis.  This,  my  Lords,  will  eafily  appear  from  the  peru&l 
of  the  orders  which  every  commander  of  a  convoy  regularly  receives, 
9nd  of  the  printed  rules,  eftabliihed  by  his  Majefty  in  council,  for  the 
royal  navy. 

In  thefe,  my  Lords,  much  more  is  comprehended  than  can  pro- 
perly be  inferred  in  a  law  not  occafionally  variable ;  nor  do  I  think 
anything  omitted  which  an  experienced  and r candid  enquirer  will 
think  ufeful  to  the  increafe  of  our  naval  ftrengtb,  or  necefiary  to  the 
protcfiion  of  our  cpmnierce. 

In  confidering  this  bill,  I  (hall  not  trouble  youvLordfhips  with  a 
minute  confideration  of  every  fmgle  paragraph,  though  every  para- 
graph might  furnifh  opportunity  for  animadverilons  ;  but  fhall  con- 
tent myfelf  vvith  endes^vouring  to  evince  the  reafonablenefs  of  fona^ 
of  the  objedions  made  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  fii^,  and  en- 
-forcing  his  opinion  with  fuch  arguments  as  have  occurred  to  me^^ 
though  indeed  it  requires  no  uncommon  fagacity  to  difcover,  or 
fup^ri.gr  ikill  in  radociuadon  to  prove,  that  where  this  bill  will  pro« 
duce  any  alteration  in  our  prefent  fcheme,  it  will  manifeftly  change 
i^  for  the  worfe> 

For  furely,  my  Lords,  it  will  not  be  ncceflary  to  (hew,  by  any 
elaborate  and  refined  reafoning,  the  abfurdity  of  confining  cruizers 
to  pardcalar  Hations,  with  an  abfolute  prohibition  to  depart  from 
them,  whatever  may  be  the  certainty  of  deftrudion,  or  profpcft  of 
advanuge. 

If  the  intention  of  cruizing  (hips  is  to  annoy  the  enemies  of  the 
nation,  ought  they  to  be  deprived  of  the  liberty  of  purfuing  them? 


If 
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V  they  are  defigned  for  the  protedtion  of  our  merchants,  muft  they 
not  be  allowed  to  attend  them  till  they  are  out  of  danger  I 

Every  one,  my  Lords,  has  had  opportunities  of  obferving,  thac 
there  are  men  who  are  wholly  engrofled  by  the  prefent  moment,  and 
who,  if  they  can  procure  immoderate  profit,  or  efcape  any  impend- 
ing danger,  are  without  the  leaft  folicitude  with  regard  to  futurity, 
and  who,  therefore,  live  only  by  the  hour,  without  any  general  fcheme 
of  conduS,  or  folid  foundation  of  lafting  happinefs,  and  who  confe- 
queotly  are  forever  obliged  to  vary  their  meafures,  and  obviate  every 
new  accident  by  fome  Qew  contrivance. 

By  men  of  this  difpofition,  my  Lords,  a  temper  by  which  they  are 
certainly  very  little  qualified  for  legiflators,  the  bill  now  before  us 
ieeras  to  have  been  drawn  up,  for  their  attention  is  evidently  fo  en- 
gaged by  the  prefent  occurrences,  that  there  is  no  place  left  for  any 
regard  to  difiant  contingencies.  The  conclufion  of  this  war  i$  to 
them  the  period  of  human  exigence,  the  end  o/  all  difcord  and  all 
pohcy.  They  confider  Spain  as  the  only  enem^  with  whom  we  caa 
ever  be  at  variance,  and  have  therefore  drawn  up  a  law,  a  law  with- 
out any  limitation  of  time,  to  enable  us  to  oppofe  her.  They  have 
with  great  induftryaud  long  fearches  diicovered,  that  cruizerson  this 
fide  Cape  Finifterre,  may  be  of  ufe  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  pro- 
pofe  therefore,  that  in  all  times  of  war  they  are  to  be  difpatched  to 
that  individual  ftation,  though  we  fljould  be  engaged  In  difputes  with 
the  Northern  Crowns,  or  fit  out  fleets  to  make  couquefls  in  the 
Eaft  Indies. 

In  all  our  wars,  my  Lords,  however  judlcioufiy  concerted  and 
however  happily  concluded,  the  pleafures  of  fuccefs  have  been  abated 
by  the  mortification  of  loiTes,  and  fome  complaints  have  been  at  all 
tiroes  mingled  with  the  ihouts  of  triumph.  How  much  focver  the 
^ory  of  the  nation  has  been  elevated,  the  fortunes  of  particular 
perfons  have  been  impaired,  and  thole  have  never  thought  themfelves 
Rcompenfed  by  the  general  advantages  .of  the  public,  v/ho  have  fuf- 
fcrcd  by  the  acquifition  of  them  ;  they  have  always  imagined  them- 
felves marked  out  for  ruin  by  malevolence  and  refentment,  and  have 
concluded  that  thofe  difaftefs  which  fell  upon  them  only  by  the  com- 
mon chance  of  war,  were  brought  on  them  by  negligence  or  defign. 

The  lofles  of  our  merchants  in  the  prefent  war  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  more  than  common,  but  if  we  examine  accurately 
ittto  the  caufes  that  may  be  afBgned  for  fo  great  a  number  of  captures, 

wc 
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we  (hall  find  them  fuch  as  this  law  will  have  no  tendency  to  retnove, 
fuch  as  might  be  eafily  imagined  before  the  commcncetnent  of 
hoflilides,  and  fuch  as  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  on  any  future 
'#cca(ion  of  the  fame  kind,  to  hinder  from  producing  the  fame  eflfefls. 

The  firft  and  greateft  caufc,  my  Lords,  of  the  number  of  our 
loffes,  is  the  number  of  our  fliips,  which  cannot  all  be  fufficiently 
proteded.  The  extent,  therefore,,  of  our  commerce,  in  proportion 
to  that  of  our  enemies,  cxpofes  us  to  double  difadvantage ;  we  nccef- 
farily  lie  open  in  more  parts  to  the  depredations  of  privateers,  and 
have  no  encouragement  to  attempt  reprifals,  becaufe  they  have  few 
fliips  of  value  to  be  feized.  The  profit  of  our  commerce  naturally 
withholds  our  failors  from  our  fhips  of  war,  and  makes*  part  of  our 
navy  an  idle  ibow ;  the  certainty  of  plunder  incites  them  to  turn 
their  merchant  {hips  into  cruifers,  and  to  fufpend  their  trade  for  more 
proiitaUe  employment.  Thus  they  at  once  increafe  fht  number  of 
plunderers,  and  take^away  from  us  the  opportunity  of  repairing  our 
lofles  by  the  fame  prK^ice. 

And,  my  Lords,  if  the  lofles  of  our  merchants  have  been  greater 
than  in  former  wars,  our  trade  is  more  extcnfive,  and  our  (hips  for 
more  numerous.  Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten  that  a  very  important 
part  of  our  commerce  is  carried  on  before  the  eyes  of  the  Spaniards, 
fo  that  they  may  iflue  out  upon  our  merchants  from  their  own  coafts, 
and  retire  immediately  beyond  danger  of  purfuit. 

But,  my  Lords,  neither  the  fituation  of  Spain,  nor  the  extent  of 
Dur  commerce,  would  have  made  this  war  fo  deftruSivej  had  not  our 
merchants  fometimes  facilitated  the  attempts  of  our  enemies  by  their 
own  negligence  or  avarice, 

I  have  been  informed,  my  Lords,  that  as  the  matters  of  trading 
veflels  complain  of  having  been  deferted  by  their  convoys,  thft 
captains  of  the  fhips  of  war  have,  in  their  turn,  exhibited  fuch  rc- 
prefentations  of  the  conduft  of  the  traditig  matters,  as  may  prove  that 
their  caution  is  not  proportioned  to  their  clamour,  and  that  in  how- 
ever melancholy  terms  they  may  recount  the  mifcries  of  captivity,  the 
calamities  of  ruined  families,  and  the  interruption  of  the  trade  of 
Britain,  they  will  not  endeavour  to  efcape  their  enemies  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  much  circumfpe^Elion,  and  that  the  profped  of  no  large 
profit  will  be  fu(Hcient  to  over-balance  the  danger  of  thofc  evils  which 
^hey  fo  pathetically  lament. 
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It  is  not  uncommon^  my  Lords,  when  die  fleet  has  entered  the 
#pen  feas^  for  the  traders  to  take  different  courfes  both  from,  the 
coovoy  and  from  each  other,  and  to  difperfc  thcmfelves  beyond  the 
poffibility  of  receiving  aiSiftance  in  danger  or  diflrefs,  and  what 
wonder  is  it  if  part  of  them  be  loft,  fince  only  part  of  them  can  be 
proteded? 

It  may  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  this  is  only  an  excifft  forged 
by  tfae  commanders  to  cover  their  own  negligence  or  treachery.  It 
mxy  be  a/ked^  what  motives  could  indace  the  merchants  to  expofe 
tkeaiielves  to  unneceflary  dangers,  or  what  proofs  they  have  ever 
{ivcn  of  fiich  wild  negligence  of  their  own  intereft  or  £ifety,  as  thit 
tiksf  fliould  be  f«Q>cded  of  rufliing  precipitately  into  the  jaws^ 
of  rapine  ? 

This»  my  Lords^  is  an  obje^iion  fpecious  in  itfelf,  and  fuch  as 
tbofe  who  have  not  enquired  into  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  traffick  will 
not  very  readily  difcover  to  be  fallacious ;  but  it  may  eafdy  be  re- 
moved^  by  (hewing  that  the  danger  of  being  taken  by  the  enemy  is 
generally  not  fo  great  to  thofe  who  have  the  dire£tion  of  the  ihip  as  it 
is  commonly  believed. 

By  the  prefent  .cuftom  <^  infurance,  my  Lords,  the  merchant 
exempts  bimfelf  from  the  ha^ard  of  ^reat  lofies,  and  if  he  infures  fa 
much  of  Che  value  of  the  fbip  and  cargo>  that  the  chance  of  arriving 
firft  at  market  is  equivalent  to  the  remaining  part,  what  (hall  hinder 
bim  from  preffing  forward  at  all  events^  and  direi^ng  his  co^urfe  in* 
trepidly  through  feas  crowded  with  enemies  ? 

It  is  well  known^  my  Lords,  that  there  is,  in  a  great  part  pf  ifian- 
kiod,  a  fecret  malignity,  which  makes  one  unwilling  to  contribute  to 
dieadvaatage  of  another,  even  when  his  own  intereft  will  fufrer  no 
diminution;  nor  is  it  to  be  imagined  that  this  Jifpofition  is  lefs  pre- 
dominant in  traders  than  in  the  other  clafles  of  the  community, 
though  it  is  exerted  on  different  occafions.  The  envy  of  one  part -of 
mankind  is  excited  by  reputation,  or  intereft,  or  dignity,  or  power. 
The  trader,  for  the  moft  part,  envies  nothing  but  money,  in  which 
he  has  been  taught  from  his  infancy  that  every  human  excellence  is 
comprehended,  and  contributes  to  the  increafe  of  the  riches  of 
another,  with  the  £uDe  unwillingnefs  with  which  a  foidier  would 
concur  in  the  advancement  of  an  inferior;  officer  to  a  poft  of  higher 
xaok  and  authority  than  his  own  c 

For  this  redfon*  my  Lords^  there  it?' generally  a.  mafevoWnce  in  the 
acrdunt  againft  the  infurer,  whom  he  confiders  as  an  idle  cater- 

piller. 
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ptUer,  living  withoat  induftiy  Ttpon  the  labours  of  others,  and^  there- 
fore,  when  he  lays  down  the  fup  ftipulated  for  fecurity,  he  is  almoft 
in  fufpence,  whether  he  ihould  not  prefer  the  lo(s  of  the  remaining 
part  of  the  value  of  his  vefiiel  to  the  mortification  of  feeing  the  infurer 
enjoy  that  moriey,  which  fear  and  caution  have  influenced  him  to  pay. 
'  This  difpofition,  undoubtedly,  inclines  him  to  proceed  with  Irfs 
regard  to  his  own  fecurity^  and  betrays  him  into  dangers  which  it 
was  at  leaft  poffible  to  avoid ;  for  to  what  purpofe,  fays  he,  have  I  in- 
fured  my  fhip  if  I  am  not  to  be'  fet  free  from  the  neceffity  of  anxiety 
and  caution  ?  If  I  arrive  fafely  at  the  port,  I  fhall  difpofe  of  my  com- 
modities with  uncommon  advantage  >  if  I  mifcarry,  the  infurer  will 
at  leaft  fufFer  with  me,  and  be  defer vedly  puniihed  for  his  fufpicions 
and  extortion. 

I  doubt  not  but  fome  of  your  Lordfhips  will  imagine,  that  I  am 
now  indulging  chimerical  fpeculations,  that  I  am  afcribing  great 
force  to  weak  motives,  and  fuppoHng  men  to  ad  upon  principles 
which,  in  reality,  never  operated  in  the  human  breaft.  When  I  think 
difadvantagcoufly  of  others,  my  Lords,  I  am  indeed  always  delirous 
to  find  myfel^  miftaken,  and  (hall  be  pleafed  to  hear  on  this  occaiion 
firom  any  of  your  Lordfhips,  who  have  converfed  at  large  among 
mankind,  that  it  is  not  common  for  one  man  to  negled  his  own  in- 
tereft  for  fear  of  promoting  that  of  another.  In  the  prefent  quellion, 
my  Lords,  I  have  only  fuppofed  that  envy  may  be  one  motive  among 
many,  and  wifh  its  influence  were  fo  fmall,  as  that  it  might  have 
been  tefs  proper  to  mention  it. 

The  practice  of  infu  ranee,  my  Lords,  whether  it  contributes  or 
not  to  the  number  of  the  captures,  undoubtedly  increafes  the  clamour 
which  they  occafion  j  for  as  the  lofs  is  extended,  the  complaint  is 
multiplied,  and  both  the  merchant  and  infurer  take  the  liberty  of 
cenfuring  the  condu6l  of  the  naval  ofliccrs,  and  of  condemning  the 
meafures  of  the  government.  The  miniftry  is  charged  with  neglcd- 
ing  the  proteftion  of  commerce,  with  opprefling  the  merchants,  and 
with  cronniving  at  the  enemies  preparations,  that  they  who  mofl 
eagerly  folicited  the  war,  may  be  the  firfl  that  (hall  repent  it. 

Another  caufe  of  the  frequency  of  our  lofles  in  the  prefent  war,  is 
the  general  circulation  of  intelligence  throughout  Europe,  by  which 
it  is  made  impof&ble  to  conceal  from  our  enemies  the  ftate  of  our 
armies,  our  navies,  or  our  trade.  Every  regiment  that  is  raifed, 
ev^ry  ihip  that  is  built^  every  fleet  of  trading  veifels  that  lies  waiting 
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Ar  the  wind^  is  minotdy.regiftcred  in  the  fwpeFS  of  the  wedc,  and  ac- 
counts of  it  tranfmitted  to  every  nation  of  the  world,  where  curioCty 
or  intereft  will  pay  for  information.  The  Spaniards,  therefore,  need 
only  regulate  their  fchcmcs  according  to  their  inftru£tions  from 
Britain,  and  watch  thofe  fleets  which  ate  frequently  fent  out,  for 
they  may  be  confident  that  fome  mafters  will  wander  from  their  pro** 
teAors,  enticed  by  avarice,  negligence,  or  temerity,  and  that  they 
Iball  have  opportunities  of  enriching  themfdves  without  the  neceifity 
of  engaging  the  convoy. 

To  protc(2  (hips  which  are  to  be  ftcered  each  at  the  will  of  the 
mafter,  is  no  lefs  impoiBble,  my  Lords,  than  to  condad  an  army  of 
which  every  private  man  is  at  liberty  to  march  according  to  his  own 
caprice,  to  form  and  purfue  his  own  plan  of  operation,  and  to  difpute 
and  n^gXeSt  the  orders  of  his  leader.  Nor  is  it  more  reafonable  to 
fubjed  the  captains  of  the  fliips  of  war  to  penalties  for  the  lofs  of  a 
vefle),  over  which  they  have  no  authority,  than  to  require  from  an 
officer  in  the  army  an  account  of  the  lives  of  men,  who  perilhed  by 
difbbeying  his  commands. 

In  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  we  might,  with  far  greater  probability 
of  fiiccefs,  revive  a  precedent  that  may  be  found  in  the  reign  of  King 
William,  in  which  it  was  appointed  by  an  order  of  council,  that  the 
name  of  every  (hip  which  went  out  with  a  convoy  (hould  be  regiftered, 
and  that  the  owners  (hould  give  fecurity  to  provide  a  fufficient  number 
of  arms  and  a  proper  quantity  of  ammunition  to  affift  the  Imperial 
ibips  in  annoying  or  repelling  the  enemy ;  with  one  injundion  more 
of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  efficacious  proteAion  of  our  com« 
merce,  and  which,  therefore,  in  every  war  ought  to  be  repeated  and 
enforced  ;  an  injunction  by  which  the  mafters  of  the  (hips  of  trade 
were  required  to  obey  the  direSions  of  the  commander  of  the  convoy. 

That  fome  meafures  ought  to  be  concerted  for  the  prefervation  of 
our  trade  I  am  very  far  from  denying,  and  (hall  willingly  concur  in 
fiich  as  (hall  to  me  appear  likely  to  promote  the  end  propofed  by 
them.  Our  lo(res,  my  Lords,  are  undoubtedly  great,  though  I  be- 
lieve (ar  lefs  than  they  arc  reported  by  difcontent  and  malevcdence ; 
for  if  a  ihip  be  delayed  by  an  accidental  hindrance,  or  kept  back  by 
contrary  winds  for  a  few  days,  there  are  men  fo  watchful  to  fnatch 
every  opportunity  of  neproaching  the  meafures  of  the  goveniment^ 
that  a  clamour  is  immediately  railed,  the  (hip  is  taken,  the  merchant^ 
•fe  lacriii:ed,  and  the  nation  betrayed. 

While 
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While  this  report  is  conveyed  from  one  to  another,  and  Uke  other 
faiflioods  incrcafmg  in  its  progrefs,  while  every  man  adds  fome  cir- 
cumftance  of  exaggeration,  or  fome  new  proof  of  the  treachery  of  the 
miniftry,  the  &ip  enters  the  port,  and  puts  an  end  indeed  to  the 
anxiety  of  the  owners  and  infurers,  but  by  no  means  pacifies  the  peo- 
ple, or  removes  their  prejudices  againft  the  conduct  of  their  gover- 
nors ;  for  as  no  man  acknowledges  himfelf  the  firft  author  of  die 
report,  no  man  thinks  himfelf  under  any  obligation  to  retrafl  or  con* 
fute  it,  and  the  [^affions  of  the  multitude,  being  once  in  commotion, 
cannot  be  calmed  before  another  oppprtuhity  of  the  fame  kind  may 
be  offered  for  agitating  them  afreJib. 

To  the  expe^tions  <^  the  people,  my  Lords,  it  is  always  proper 
to  have  fome  regard,  nor  is  there  any  valuable  ufe  of  power  but  that 
6f  promoting  happinefs,  and  preventing  or  removing  calamities;  but 
we  are  not  to  endeavour  to  pacifythem  by  the  appearance  of  redrefs, 
which,  in  reality,  will  only  increafe  thofe  evils  of  which  they  com- 
plain, nor  to  depreis  the  reputation  of  this  Aflembly  by  palling  laws 
which  the  experience  of  a  fingle  month  will  prove  to  be  of  no  ufe. 

Of  this  kind,  my  Lords,  the  bill  now  before  us  has  been  (hewn  by 
the  noble  Lord  that  fpoke  firft  on  this  occafion,  by  whom  every 
claufe  has  been  difcovered  to  be  either  defedtivc  or  unnecefTary,  trA 
who  has  evinced,  beyond  all  poffibiiity  of  reply,  that  the  regulations 
here  propofed  can  be  divided  only  into  two  kinds,  of  which  one  is 
alreadyeftablilhed  either  by  law  or  prefcription,  and  the  other  cannot 
be  admitted  without  apparent  injury  both  to  our  navy  and  our  trade. 

P^irt  of  the  claufes  the  noble  Duke  has  indeed  attempted  to  defend, 
but  has  been  obliged  by  his  regard  to  reafon  and  to  truth,  to  make 
luch  conceffions,  as  are,  in  my  opinion,  fufficiept  arguments  for  tli€ 
TCJefHon  of  the  bill.  He  has  admitted  of  almofl  every  cfaufe  that  it 
is  imperfed,  that  it  may  be  amended  by  farther  confideration,  and 
that,  though  not  wholly  to  be  neglefted,  it  yet  requires  fome  farAcr 
improvements  to  become  eiFeSual  to  the  advantage  of  our  merchants. 

The  three  lafl  claufes  his  natural  abilities  and  juft  difcernment  im- 
mediately Slewed  him  to  be  indefenfible,  and  he  has  too  much  regard 
to  the  interefl  of  his  country  to  attempt  the  vindication  of  a  bill) 
which  could  not  be  pafled  without  weakening  it  by  impairing  its 
psval  force,  and  yet  more  fenfibly  by  diminiihing  the  reputation  of  its 
kgiflatiire. 

I  hdpft 
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I  hope  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  I  fliall  not  undergo  the  common 
cenfi^re  of  difregard  to  our  commercial  intereft,  or  be  ranked  amongft 
the  enemies  of  the  merchants,  though  I  declare,  that  in  my  opinion, 
this  bill  ought  to  be  reje<Sled  as  unneceflary  and  injudicious,  and  that 
we  fliould  only,  by  confidering  in  a  committee  what  no  confideration 
can  amend,  waide  that  time  in  a  fruitleis  attempt,  which  may  be  fpent 
much  more  ufefully  upon  other  fubjeds.  ^ 

Lord  Carteret  fpoke  next  to  the  following  purpofei-^My 
Lor4s,  though  I  do  not  approve  equally  of  every  part  of  the  bill  now 
before  us,  though  I  think  fome  of  the  proviiions  unneceflary,  others 
unlikely  to  produce  any  beneficial  effedh,  and  fome  already  eilablifhed 
by  former  acb  of  the  Senate,  or  rules  of  the  Admiralty,  yet  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  noble  Lord  that  it  is  unworthy  of  farther  confideration* 

In  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  it  is  neceflfary,  for  many  reafons,  to 
amend  this  bill  rather  than  reject  it ;  and  I  hope,  that  when  I  (hall 
have  laid  before  you  the  refult  of  thofe  enquiries,  and  thofb  reflections 
which  I  have  made  on  this  occafion,  your  Lordfhips  \yill  judge  it  not 
improper  to  refer  it  to  a  committee. 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  necelTary  to  the  legiflature  than  the 
aSe£Hon  and  efteem  of  the  people ;  all  government  confifls  in  the 
authority  of  the  few  over  the  many^  and  authority,  therefore,  can  be 
founded  only  on  opinion,  and  muft  always  fall  to  the  ground,  when 
that  which  fupports  it  is  taken  awsy. 

For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  it  is  worthy  of  this  mofl  augufl  and 
awful  Aflembly,  to  endeavour  to  convince  the  people  of  our  folioitude 
for  their  happinefs  and  our  compailion  for  their  fufFerings,  left  wc 
fliQuId  feem  elevated  by  the  cafual  advantages  of  birth  and  fortune 
above  regard  to  the  lower  clailes  of  mankind,  left  we  ftiould  feem 
exalted  above  others  only  to  negledi  them,  and  invefted  with  power 
only  to  exert  it  in  a£b  of  wanton  oppreflion,  left  high  rank  fhould  in 
time  produce  hatred  rather  than  reverence,  and  fuperiority  of  fortune 
only  tempt  rapine  and  excite  rebellion. 

The  bill  now  under  our  confideration,  my  Lords,  cannot  be  re- 
jected without  danger  of  exafperating  the  nation,  without  affording 
to  the  difcontcnted  and  malevolent  an  opportunity  of  reprefenting  this 
Houfe  as  regardlefs  of  the  publif:  miferies,  and  deaf  to  the  cries  of  our 
iellow-fubjeiSb  languiftung  in  captivity  and  mourning  in  poverty.. 
The  melancholy  and  deje£fed  will  naturally  conceive  us  inebriated 
with  afluedce,  and  elated  with  digotty,  endeavouring  to  remove  from 
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our  eyes  every  fpodlacle  of  mifcry,  and  to  turn  afide.from  thofe  la- 
mentations which  may  interrupt  the  enjoyment  of  our  felicity. 

Nor  indeed  can  it  be  juftly  faid,  that  fuch  reprefentations  are 
wiihout  grounds,  when  we  confider  the  importanf  occafion  on  which 
this  bill  is  drawn  up^  the  bitternefs  of  thofe  calamities  which  it  is 
intended  to  redrcfs,  and  the  authority  by  which  it  is  recommended 
to  us. 

It  may  naturally  be  expeftcd,  my  Lords,  that  the  title  of  a  bill  for 
the  proteftion  and  fccurity  of  trade  {hould  raife  an  uncommon  degree 
of  ardour  and  attention  ;  it  might  be  conceived  that  every  Lord  in  this 
Houfe  would  be  ambitious  of  fignalifing  his  zeal  for  the  intereft  of  his 
country,  by  propofing,  on  this  occafion,  every  expedient  which  ex- 
perience or  information  had  fuggefted  to  him,  and  that  inftcad  of 
fetting  ourfelves  free  from  the  labour  of  enquiry  aivd  the  anxiety  of 
deliberation,  by  raifing  objeftions  to  the  bill  and  rejefling  it,  we 
fhould  labour  with  unanimous  endeavours  and  inceflant  affiduity  to 
fupply  its  defefls,  and  correft  its  improprieties,  to  (hew  that  adefign 
fo  benefical  can  never  be  propofed  to  us  without  efFeft,  and  that  when- 
ever we  hnd  honeft  zeal  we  fhall  be  ready  to  affift  it  with  judgment 
and  experience. 

Compaflion  might  likewife  concur  to  invigorate  our  endeavours  on 
this  occafion.  For  who,  my  Lords,  can  refleft  on  families  one  day 
flourifhing  in  affluence,  and  contributing  to  the  general  prosperity  of 
their  country,  and  on  a  fudden,  without  the  crime  of  extravagance 
or  negligence,  reduced  to  penury  and  diftrefs,  harrafled  by  creditors, 
and  plundered  by  the  vultures  of  the  law,  without  wifhing  that  fuch 
misforturtes  might  by  fome  expedient  be  averted  ?  But  this,  my  Lords, 
is  not  the  only  nor  the  grcatcft  calamity,  which  this  bill  is  intended  to 
prevent.  The  lofs  of  wealth,  however  grievous,  is  yet  lefs  to  be 
tlreaded  than  that  of  liberty,"  and  indigence  added  to  captivity  is  the 
higheft  degree  of  human  mifery.  Yet  even  this,  however  dreadful,  is 
now  the  lot  of  multitudes  of  our  fellow- fubjeSs,  who  are  languifliing 
ttiih  want  in  the  prifons  of  Spain. 

Surely,  my  Lordg,  every  propofal  muftbe  well  received  that  intends 
the  prevention  or  relief  of  calamities  like  thefe.  Surely  the  ruin  of  its 
merchants  mud  alarm  every  trading  nation,  nor  can  a  Britifli  Senate 
fir  unconcern:  d  at  the  captivity  of  thufe  men  by  whom  liberty  is 
chicfiv  lupf  ;;rtcd. 

Of 
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Of  the  importance  of  the  merchants,  by  whom  this  bill  Is  recom- 
mended to  our  confidcration,  and  by  whofe  influence  it  has  already 
pafled  the  other  Houfe,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  remind  your  Lord(hips» 
who  knoW)  that  to  this  clafs  of  men  our  nation  is  indebted  for  all 
the  advantages  that  it  poiTefles  above  thofe  which  we  behold  with 
compaiSon  or  contempt,  for  its  wealth  and  power,  and  perhaps  for 
its  liberty  and  civility.  To  the  merchants,  my  Lords,  we  owe  that 
our  name  is  known  beyond  our  own  coafts,  and  that  our  influence  is 
not  confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a  fingle  ifland. 

Let  us  not  therefore,  my  Lords,  rejedl  with  contempt  what  is  pro- 
pofed  and  folicited  by  men  of  this  clafs  ;  men  whofe  experience  and 
knowledge  cannot  but  have  enabled  them  to  oflfer  fomething  ufeful 
and  important,  though  perhaps  for  want  of  acquaintance  with  former 
laws,  they  may  have  imagined  thofe  provifions  now  iirfl:  fuggeflcd, 
which  have  only  been  forgotten,  and  petitioned  for  the  enadlon  of  a 
new  law,  when  they  needed  only  an  enforcement  of  former  ftatutes. 

That  our  naval  force  has,  in  the  prefent  war,  been  mifapplied,  that 
our  commerce  has  been  cxpofcd  to  petty  fpoilers,  in  a  degree  never 
known  before,  that  our  convoys  have  been  far  from  adding  fecurity  tp 
our  traders,  and  that  with  the  moft  powerful  fleet  in  the  world, 
we  have  fullered  all  that  can  fall  upon  the  moft  defencelels  nation, 
cannot  be  denied. 

Not  is  it  any  degree  of  temerity,  my  Lords,  to  aflUrm,  that  thcfe 
misfortunes  have  been  brought  upon  us  by  either  negligence  or 
treachery,  for  beddes  that  no  other  caufe  can  be  afligned  for  the  lofTes 
which  a  powerful  people  fuiFer  from  an  enemy  of  inferior  force,  there 
is  the  ftrongeft  authority  for  aiTerting,  that  our  maritime  aiFairs  have 
been  tII-condu£ted,  and  that  therefore  the  regulation  of  them  is  very 
fealbnably  and  properly  folicited  by  the  merchants. 

For  this  aflertion,  my  Lords,  we  may  produce  the  authority  of  the 
other  Houfe,  by  which  a  rcmonftrance  was  drawn  up  againft  the 
condwSb  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty.  This  alone  ought 
to  influence  us  to  an  accurate  difcuflion  of  this  aflfair.  But  when  an 
authority  yet  more  venerable  is  produced,  when  it  appears  that  his 
Majefty,  by  the  difmiflion  of  the  Commiflioners  from  their  employ- 
ments, admitted  the  pflice  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  Commons,  it 
furely  can  be  of  no  ufe  to  evince,  by  arguments,  the  neceflity  of  new 
ftgulatlons. 

P  2  It 
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It  is  indeed  certain,  that  men  of  integrity  and  prudence,  men  x)f 
ability  to  difcern  their  duty,  and  of  refolution  to  execute  it,  can  re- 
ceive very  little  affiftance  from  rules  and  prefcripfions ;  nor  can  I 
ieny  what  the  noble  Lord  ha$  affirmed,  that  they  may  be  fometimes 
embarraflfcd  in  their  meafures,  and  hindered  from  fnatcbing  opportu- 
Bities  of  fiiccefs,  and  complying  with  emergent  qccafions ;  but,  my 
Lords,  we  are  to  confider  mankind,  not  as  we  wifli  them,  but  as  wc 
fcid  them,  frequently  corrupt,  and  always  fallible* 

If  men  were  all  honeft  and  wife,  laws  of  all  kinds  would  be  fuper- 
iluous,  a  legifiature  would  become  ufelefs,  and  bur  authority  mufl 
ceafe  for  want  of  objftcfts  to  employ  it;  but  we  find,  my  Lords,  that 
there  are  men  whom  nothing  but  laws  and  penalties  can  make  fup- 
portableto  fociety,  that  there  are  men,  who,  if  they  are  not  told 
their  duty,  will  never  know  it,  and  who  will,  at  laft,  only  perform 
what  they  (hall  be  punifhed  for  neglefting. 

Were  all  men,  like  the  noble  Lord,  whom  I  am  now  attempting 
to  anfwer,  vigilant  to  difc6ver,  fagacious  to  diftinguifh,  and  in- 
duftrious  to  profecute  the  intcreft  of  the  public,  I  Qiould  be  very  far 
from  propofmg  that  they  &ouId  be  conftrained  by  rules,  or  required 
to  follow  any  guide  but  their  own  reafon  ;  I  (hpuld  refign  my  own 
profperity,  and  that  of  my  country,  implicitly  into  their  hands,  and 
reft  in  full  fecurity  that  nothing  would  be  omitted  that  human  wifdom 
could  dictate  for  our  advantage. 

I  am  not  perfuading  your  Lordfhips  to  lay  reftraints  upon  virtue  and 
prudence,  but  to  confider  how  fcldom  virtue  and  authority  are  found 
together,  how  often  prudence  degenerates  into  felfifhnefs,  and  all 
generous  regard  for  the  public  is  contraSed  into  narrow  views  pf  pri- 
vate intereft.  I  am  endeavouring  to  fhew,  that  fince  laws  muft  be 
equally  obligatory  to  all,  it  is  the  intereft  of  the  few  good  men  to 
fubmit  to  reftraints,  which,  though  they  may  fometimes  obftru£l  the 
influence  of  their  virtue,  will  abundantly  recompenfe  them,  by 
fecuring  them  from  the  mifchiefs  that  wickednefs,  reigning  almoft 
without  limits,  and  operating  without  oppofition,  might  bring 
upon  them. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  my  Lords^  that  no  degree  of 
human  wifdom  is  exempt  from  error ;  that  he  who  claims  the  privi- 
lege of  afting  at  difcrction,  fubje<Sb  himfelf  like  wife  to  the  neceflity 
of  anfwenng  for  the  confequences  of  his  cpndud,  and  that  ill  fuccefs 
wHl  at  leaft  fubjed  him  to  reproach  and  fufpicion,  from  which,  be 
7  wh#fe 
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whci&  condtt£l  is  r^utated  by  eflabiiflicd'  mles,  may  al\^ays  hacve  aa 
^opportunity  of  fetting  himlelf  free. 

Fixed  and  certain  regulatioDS  are  therefore,  my  Lords,  ufeful  to 
die  wifeft  and  beft  meii ;  and  to  thofe  whofe  abilities  are  left  con* 
fpicttous,  and  whofe  integrity  is  at  beft  doubtful,  I  fii^pofe  it  will 
not  be  doubted  that  they  are  indifpenfably  neceflary. 

Some  of  the  expedients  mentioned  in  this  bill,  I  (hall  readily  concu^ 
with  the  noble  Lord  in  cenfuring  and  rejedlng ;  I  am  very  far  from 
thinking  it  expedient  to  inveft  the  Governors  of  our  Colonies  widi 
any  new  degree  of  power,  or  to  fubjed  the  captains  of  our  flups  of 
war  to  their  command.  I  have  lived,  my  Lords,  to  fee  many  fuc-> 
ceffions  of  thofe  petty  monarchs^  and  have  known  few  whom  I  would 
wilKn^y  truft  with  the  exercife  of  great  authority.  It  is  not  uncom* 
ffion,  my  Lords»  for  thofe  to  be  made  cruel  and  capricious  by  power^ 
who  were  moderate  and  prudent  in  lower  ftations ;  and  if  the  efieds. 
of  exaltation  are  to  be  feared  even  in  good  men,  what  may  not  be 
expelled  from  it  in  thofe,  whom  nothing  but  a  diftant  employment 
couU  fecure  from  the  laws,  and  who,  if  they  had  not  been  fent  to 
America  to  ^vern,  mufF  probably  have  gone  tbither  on  a  different 
4)ccaiioi)? 

The  noble  Duke^  who  has  vindicated  the  bill  with  arguments  t« 
which  very  little  can  be  added,  and  to  which  I  believe  nothing  caar 
be  reified,  has  exprefled  his  unwillingnefs  to  concur  in  any  meafures 
fiMT  the  execution  of  which  new  officers  muft  be  appointed..  An  in^ 
cieale  of  officers,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  a  dreadful  found,  a  ibuiid  that 
cannot  but  forebode  the  ruin  of  our  country ;  the  number  of  officers^ 
already  eftablifhed  is  abundantly  fufficient  for  all  ufeful  purpofes,  iMr 
can  any  addition  be  made  but  to  the  ruin  of  our  conftitution. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  no  new  officer  was  intended  by  thofe 
that  drew  up  the  bill,  and  that  they  propofed  only  to  furniih  thofe 
that  loiter  in  our  ports,  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  with  an  op* 
portttnity  of  earning  dieir  ialaries  by  fome  ufeful  employment, 

I  know  not  indeed,  my  Lords,  whether  any  good  eStOs  can  be 
icafonably  hoped  from  this  proviiion ;  whether  men  accuftomed  to 
connivance  and  negligence  in  affiurs  of  lefs  importance,  ou^t  to  be 
tnificd  with  the  care  of  our  naval  preparations,  and  engaged  in  fer« 
vice,  on  which  the  profperity  of  the  public  may  depend,  and  cannot 
cmccal  my  approhenfions,  that  iiicb  men,  if  commiffioned  to  fuper* 
others^  may  tbemfelves  require  a  fuperintendant* 
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But,  my  L^rds,  this  and  every  other  claufe  may  in  a  commtttee 
be  carefully  examined  and  deliberately  corrcded  ;  andfince  it  appears 
evident  to  me,  that  fome  law  is  ncceflary  for  the  fecurity  of  our 
commerce,  I  think  this  bill  ought  not  to  be  rejei^d  without  farther 
confideration. 

Lord  WiNCHELSEA  rofc  again,  and  fpoke  thus: — My  Lords,  as 
the  known  fincerity  of  that  noble  Lord  allows  no  room  for  fufpe£)ing, 
that  he  would  bcftow  any  praifcs  where  he  did  not  believe  there  was 
fome  defert,  and  as  his  penetration  and  acutenefs  fecure  him  from 
being  deceived  by  any  falfe  appearances  of  merit,  I  cannot  but  applaud 
myfclf  for  having  obtained  his  efteem,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  for- 
feited by  my  future  condu£):. 

Having  happily  gaiined  the  regard  of  fo  exa£t  a  judge  of  mankind, 
I  am  the  lefs  folicitous  what  opinion  may  be  conceived  of  my  abilities 
or  intentions  by  tt^ofe  wht>fe  cenfures  I  lefs  fear,  and  whofe  praifes  I 
Jefs  value,  and  {tall  therefore  chearfully  hazard  any  degree  of  popu- 
larity, which  I  may  "have  hitherto  poflcffed,  by  continuing  my  op- 
pofition  to  this  bill,  of  which  I  am  Ml  convinced  that  it  Will  produce 
nothing  but  embarrafl'ment,  lofles,  and  difgrace. 

The  neceffity  of  gaiiiing  and  preferving  the  efteem  of  the  people  I 
very  willingly  allow,  but  am  of  opinion  that  though  it  may  fomctimes 
be  gained  by  flattering  their  paffions  and  complying  with  their  im- 
portunities, by  fdlk  appearances  of  relief  and  momentary  alleviations 
of  their  grievances,  it  is  only  to  be  prefcrvcd  by  real  and  permanent 
benefits,  by  a  fteady  attention  to  the  great  ends  of  government,  and 
a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  means  by  which  they  may  be  obtained, 
without  regard  to  prefent  prejudices  or  temporary  clamours. 

1  believe,  my  Lords,  it  will  always  be  found  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
gratify  the  people  at  their  own  expence,  and  to  facrificc  their  intereft 
to  their  caprices  ;  for  I  have  fo  high  a  veneration  of  their  wifdom,  as 
to^pronounce  jvithout  fcruple,  that  however  they  may  for  a  time  be 
deceived  by  artful  mifreprcfentations,  they  will  at  length  learn  to 
efljeem  thofe  moft,*  who.  have  the  refolutign  to  promote  their  happi* 
nefs  in  oppofition  to  their  prejudices. 

2  am  thesefore  confident,  my  Lords,  of  regaining  the  popularity 
which  I  may  lofe  by  declaring  once  more  that  thi^bill  ought  to  be  re- 
jeS:ed,  fincp  no  endeavours  fhall  be  wanting  to  ihew  how  little  it  is 
neceflary,  by  an  efFefiual  protc£tion  of  ewery  part  of  our  trade,  and 
a  diligent  provjftoa  for  the  naval  fcrvicc.  . 

*  The 
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The  Duke  of  Bedford  rofe  and  fpoke  to  this  efFcft.: — My  Lords, 

I  am  convinced  that  this  bill  is  very  £ar  from  being  cither  abfurd  or 

ufclc6,  nor  can  imagine  that  they,  by  whom  it  was  drawn  up,  could 

£iil  of  producing  fome  expedients  that  may  deferve  confideration. 

I       It  is  probable,  that  a  farther  enquiry  may  fhew  the  propriety  of 

I    feme  daufes,  which  at  prefent  appear  moft  liable  to  cenfure  ;  and 

i    that,  if  we  rejeft  this  bill  thus  precipitately,  we  fliall  condemn  what 

we  do  not  fully  comprehend. 

No  claufe  appeared  to  me  more  unworthy  of  the  judgment  and 
penetration  of  the  merchants  than  the  laft,  nor  was  there  any  which 
I  &ould  have  rejefied  at  the  firft  pcruGil  with  lefs  regret ;  yet,  having 
taken  this  opportunity  of  confidering  it  a  fecond  time,  I  find  it  h.y  no 
means  indefenfible,  for  the  dircdlion  of  (hips  ttationed  for  the  defence 
oTour  American  territories,  is  not  committed  to  the  governors  alone. 
The  council  of  each  province  is  joined  with  them  in  authority,  by 
I  whom  any  private  regards  maybe  overborne,  and  who  cannot  be  fup- 
1  pofed  to  concur  in  any  direSions  which  will  not  promote  the  general 
intercft  of  the  colony. 

I  doubt  not,   my  Lords,  but  other  claufes  have  been  equally  mif- 
takcn,  and  therefore  think  it  necelTary  to  confider  them  in  a  com- 
mittee, where  every  Lord  may  declare  his  fentlments,  without  the 
;  reftraintof  a  formal  debate,  and  where  the  bill  maybe  deliberately 
rcvifcd,  and  accommodated  more  exaflly  to  the  prcfept  exigencies  q( 
;  the  nation. 

Lord  WiNCHELSEA  fpoke  a^ain  in  fubftancc  as  follows: — M"y 
Lords,  the  only  reafon  which  has  been  urged  for  confvdering  this  bill 
in  a  committee,  is  the  neceffity  of  gratifying  the  merchants,  and  of 
fcewing  our  concern  for  the  profperity  of  commerce.  If  therefore  It 
Hull  appear,  that  the  merchants  are  indifferent  with  regard  to  its 
•fiicccCs,  I  hope  it  will  be  reje<3:ed  without  oppofition. 

I  was  this  morning,  my  Lords,  informed  by  a  merchant,  who  hqs 
many  opportunities  of  acquainting  himfelf  with  the  opinions  of  the 
trading  part  of  the  nation,  that  they  were  fully  convinced  of  the  im- 
poffibiiity  of  adapting  fixed  rules  to  variable  exigencies,  or  of 
irfablifliing  any  certain  method  of  obviating  the  chances  of  war,  and 
[Jrfcating  enemies  who  were  every  day  altering  their  fchemes ;  and 
^arcd  that  they  had  no  hopes  of  fecurity  but  from  the  vigilance  of  a 
Soard  of  Admiralty,  felicitous  for  the  welfare  of  the  merchants,  an4 

1%  honour  of  the  nation*    ' 

P  4  Lord 
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Lord  Cholmondeley  rofe  andfpoke  to  the  following  purpofe  :— 
My  Lords,  as  three  claufcs  of  this  bill  have  been  uniyerfally  given  up, 
and  almoft  all  the  reft  plainly  proved  by  the  noble  Lord  to  be  either  ab- 
furd  or  fuperfluous,  I  cannot  fee  whf  it  (hould  not  be  rejeS^  without 
the  folemnity  of  farther  confideration,  to  which  indeed  nothing  but  the 
title  can  give  it  any  claim. 

The  title,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  fpecious,  and  well  fitted  to  the  de- 
fign  of  gaining  attention  and  promoting  popularity  ;  but  with  this  tide 
there  is  nothing  that  correfponds,  nor  is  any  thing  to  be  found  but 
confufion  and  contradiitions,  which  grow  more  numerous  upon 
farther  fearch. 

That  the  whole  bill,  my  Lords,  is  unneceflary,  cannot  be  denied,  if  it 
be  confidered  that  nothing  is  propofed  in  it  which  is  not  already  in  the 
power  of  your  Lordfliips,  who  may  call  at  pleafure  for  the  lifts  of  die 
navy,  the  acountsofthe  cruifers,  the  duties  of  their  commiffions,  and 
the  journals  of  their  commanders,  fas  you  did  in  the  6th  of  Queen  Anne) 
and  dete£l  fcvery  a£l  of  negligence  or  treachery,  and  every  inftance  of 
defertion,  or  of  cowardice. 

Nothing  is  neceflary  to  the  regulation  of  our  naval  force,  but  diat 
your  Lordfliips  vigilantly  exert  that  power  which  is  conferred  upon 
you  by  the  conftitution,  and  examine  the  conduct  of  every  officer 
with  attention  and  impartiality ;  no  man  then  will  dare  to  negled  bis 
duty,  becaufe  no  man  can  hope  to  efcape  punifbment. ' 

Of  this  bill,  therefore,  fincc  it  is  thus  ufelefs  and  inconfiftent,  I 
cannot  but  fufpefk,  my  Lords,  that  it  was  concerted  for  purpofcs 
very  different  from  thofe  mentioned  in  the  title,  which  it  has  indeed 
no  tendency  to  promote,  I  believe,  my  Lords,  the  projectors  of  it 
intended  not  fo  much  to  advance  the  intereft  of  the  merchants,  as  to 
dcprefs  the  reputation  of  thofe  whom  they  have  long  taken  every  op- 
portunity of  loading  with  reproaches,  whom  they  have  cenfured  as 
the  enemies  of  trade,  the  corrupters  of  the  nation,  and  the  con- 
federates of  Spain, 

Tp  confirm  thefe  general  calumnies,  it  was  ncceffary  to  fix  on 
fome  particular  accufation  which  might  raife  the  refcntment  of  the 
people,  and  exafperatp  them  beyond  reflexion  or  enquiry.  For  this 
purpofe  nothing  was  more  proper  thai)  to  charge  then)' with  betraying 
©ur  merchants  td  the  enemy. 

As  no  accufation  could  be  more  pfecacious  to  inflame  thtf  people, 
fo  npnp,  my  Lords^  could  with  more  difiiciilty  be  confuted.    Some 

lolTcs 
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lolTes  muft  be  fuSercd  ip  everj;  if ajr,  and  evory  one  w31  neceflarily 
produce  complaints  and  difcontent  y  every  man  is  willing  to  blame 
fome  other  perfon  for  his  misfortunes,  and  it  was  therefore  eafy  to 
turn  the  clamours  of  thofe  whojCb  veffbls  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards,  againft  the  minifters  and  commanders  of  the  (hips  of  war. 

Thefe  cries  were  naturally  heard  with  the  regard  always  paid  to 
misfortune  and,  diftrels,  and  propa^ted  with  zeal,  becaufe  they  were 
faeaitl  with  pity.  Thus  in  time,  what  was  at  firft  only  the  outcry  of 
impatience,  was  by  malicious  artifices  improved  into  fettled  opinion, 
that  opinion  was  diligently  di£Fufed,  aqd  all  the  lodes  of  the  mer-' 
chants  were  imputed,  not  to  the  chance  of  war,  but  the.  treachery  of 
the  miniftry. 

But,  my  Lords,  the  folly  of  this  opinion,  however  general,  and 
the  blihood  of  this  accuiation,  however  vehement,  will  become 
ruficicntly  apparent,  if  you  examine  that  bulky  colle6Uon  of  papers 
which  arc  now  laid  before  you,  from  which  you  will  difcover  the 
numtcrofour  fleets,  the.frcqucncy  of  our  cpnyoys,  the  ftations  of 
opr  fliips  of  war,  and  the  times  of  their  departure  and  return,  you 
will  find  that  no  provifion  for  war,  no  expedient  likely  to  promote 
fiicccfs  has  been  neglefted ;  that  we  have  now  more  fhips  equipped 
than  in  die  late  war  with  France,  that  nothing  can  be  added  to  the 
tta&iefs  with  which  our  maritime  force  is  regulated,  and  that  there 
is  not  the  leaft  rcafon  to  doubt  of  the  fidelity  with  which  it  has  been 
employed. 

h  every  war,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  expeSed  that  lofTcs  will  be 
fiiffcrcd  by  private  perfons  on  each  fide,  nor  even  in  a  fucccfeful  war 
can  the  public  always  hope  to  be  enriched ;  becaufe  the  advantage 
njayarife,  not  immediately  from  captures,  but  confequently  from  the 
treaties  or  conditions  in  which  a  profpcrous  war  may  be  fuppofed  to 
terminate. 

What  conceiHons  we  Ihall  in  this  war  es^tort  from  the  Spaniards, 
wb^t  fecurity  will  be  procured  for  our  merchants,  what  recompence 
^1  be  yielded  for  our  lof&s,  or  what  extent  will  be  added  to  our 
commerce,  it  cannot  yet  be  expefled  that  any  man  (hould  be  able  to 
declare ;  nor  will  his  Majefly's  counfellors  be  required  to  give  an 
account  of  futurity.  It  is  a  fufficient  vindication  of  their  condufl, 
and  an  evident  proof  of  the  wifdom  with  which  the  war  has  been 
midaQed^  ^at  we  have  hithertp  gained  more  than  we  have  loft. 

l^bis. 
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This,  my  Lords,  will  appear  from  a  diligent  and  minute  compari- 
son of  the  captures  on  each  fide,  and  an  exad  computation  of  the 
value  of  our  lofles  and  our  prizes.  It  will  be  found  that  if  the 
Spaniards  have  taken,  as  it  is  not  improbable,  a  greater  number  of 
fhips,  thofe  which  they  have  loft  have  been  far  more  wealthy. 

The  merchants  indeed  feem  to  have  diftrufled  tlie  ftrength  of  the 
evidence  which  they  produced  in  fupport  of  their  allegations,  by 
bringing  it  only  before  the  other  Houfe,  where,  as  an  oath  could  not 
be  adminiftered,  every  man  delivered  what  he  believed  as  what  he 
knew,  and  indulged  himfelf  without  fcruple  in  venting  his  rcfent- 
ment,  or  declaring  his  fufpicions,  a  method  of  allegation  very  proper 
to  fcatter  reproaches  and  gratify  malevolence,  but  of  very  little  ufc 
for  tbe  difcovery  of  truth. 

Had  they  come  before  your  Lordfliips,  every  circumftance  had  been 
minutely  examined,  every  aflertion  compared  with  other  evidence, 
all  exaggerations  repreffed,  and  all  foreign  confiderations  rejeftcd, 
each  part  would  have  been  impartially  heard,  and  it  would  have 
plainly  been  known  to  whom  every  lofs  was  to  be  imputed.  The 
negligence  or  treachery  of  the  commanders  of  the  convoys,  where- 
ever  it  had  been  found,  would  have  been  punifiied,  but  they  would 
not  have  charged  them  with  thofe  mifcarriages  which  were  produced 
only  by  the  obftinacy  or  inattention  of  the  matters  of  the  trading 
veffels. 

Such  enquiries,  my  Lords,  they  appear  to  have  thought  it  their 
intereft  to  decline,  and  therefore  did  not  proceed  on  their  petition  to 
this  Houfe  j  and  if  they  did  in  reality  avoid  a  rigourous  examination, 
what  can  be  inferred,  but  that  they  intended  rather  to  offer  infmua- 
tions  than  proofs,  and  rather  to  fcatter  infamy  than  obtain  juftice. 

And,  that  nothing  was  indeed  omitted  that  could  fccurc  our  own 
commerce,  or  diftrefs  our  enemies,  may  reafonably  be  colledled  from 
the  number  and  great  ftrength  of  our  fleet,  to  which  no  empire  in  the 
world  can  oppofe  an  equal  force.  If  it  has  not  been  fupplied  with 
failor^  without  fome  delays,  and  if  thefe  delays  have  given  our  ene- 
mies an  opportunity  of  adding  to  their  fecurities,  of  fortifying  their 
ports,  and  fupplying. their  magazines,  it  muft  be  afcrlbed  to  the  na- 
ture of  our  conftitution,  that  forbids  all  compulfory  methods  of  aug- 
menting our  forces,  which  muft  be  confidered  as  perhaps  the  only 
inconvenience  to  be  thrown  into  the  balance  againft  the  bkffings  of 
liberty. 

The 
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The  difficulty  of  manning  our  (hips  of  war,  is  indeed  extremely 
perplexing.  Men  arc  naturally  very  little  inclined  to  fubjcft  them- 
fehrcs  to  abfolute  command,  or  to  engage  in  any  fervicc  without  a 
time  limited  for  their  difmiflion.  Men  cannot  willingly  rufli  into 
danger  without  the  profped  of  a  large  advantage  5  they  have  generally 
focne  fondnefs  for  their  prefent  ftate  of  life,  and  do  not  quit  it  with- 
out relu£bnce.  All  thcfe  reafons,  my  Lords,  concur  to  withhold 
the  Tailors  from  the  navy,  in  which  they  are  neceflarily  governed  with 
higher  authority  than  in  trading  veflels,  in  which  they  are  fubjefted 
to  punifliments,  and  confined  by  ftrift  regulations,  without  any  cer- 
tain term  of  their  bondage;  for  fuch  they,  who  know  not  the  neccf- 
fity  of  fubordination,  nor  difcovcr  the  advantages  of  difcipline,  can- 
not but  account  fubjeftion  to  the  will  and  orders  of  another. 

By  ferving  the  merchants,  they  not  only  fecure  to  themfelves  the  • 
liberty  of  changing  their  mafters  at  pleafure,  but  enjoy  the  profpecft 
of  a  near  and  certain  advantage  ;  they  have  not  indeed  any  expefta- 
tions  of  being  fuddenly  enriched  by  a  plate  fliip,  and  of  gaining  by 
one  engagement  fuch  wealth  as  will  enable  them  to  fpend  the  reft  of 
their  lives  in  cafe  and  affluence  ;  but  they  are  fure  of  a  fpeedy  pay- 
ment of  their  wages,  perhaps  t)f  fome  profits  from  petty  commerce, 
and  of  an  opportunity  of  fquandering  them  at  land  in  jollity  and  di- 
veriions  j  their  labour  is  cheerful,  becaufe  they  know  it  will  be  (bort, 
and  they  readily  enter  into  an  employment  which  they  can  quit  when 
it  ihall  no  longer  plcafe  them. 

Thefe  confiderations,  my  Lords,  have  no  influence  upon  the  pre- 
parations of  France  and  Spain,  where  no  man  is  matter  of  his  own 
fortune,  or  time,  or  life,  and  where  the  officers  of  the  ftate  can  drive 
multitudes  into  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  without  regard  to  their  pri- 
vate views,  inclinations, or  engagements.  To  man  a  fleet,  nothing 
is  necefiary  but  to  lay  an  embargo  on  the  trading  veflels,  and  fufpend 
their  commerce  for  a  fliort  time  ;  therefore  no  man  dares  rcfufc  to 
enter  into  the  public  fervice  when  he  is  fummoned  ;  nor,  if  he  fhould 
ijy  as  our  failors,  from  an  imprefs^  would  any  man  venture  to  ftielter 
or  conceal  him. 

Abfolute  monarchs  have  therefore  this  advantage  over  us,  that 
they  can  be  fooner  prepared  for  war,  and  to  this  muft  be  afcribed  all 
the  fttccefs  which  the  Spaniards  have  obtained.     This,  my  Lords, 
will  not  be  obviated  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  nor  will  it  indeed  pro- 
cure 
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core  any  other  benefit  to  the  trade,  or  any  addition  to  the  power  of 
tiie  nation. 

Of  the  ^en  claufes  comprized  in  the  bill,  the  greateft  part  is  uni'. 
verfally  allowed  to  be  injudicioufly  and  erroneoufly  propofed ;  and 
thofe  few,  which  were  thought  of  more  importance,  have  been  fhown 
to  contain  no  new  expedients,  nor  to  add  any  thing  to  the  prefent 
xegulalions. 

I  cannot  therefore  difcoyer  any  reafon,  my  Lords,  that  fhould  in" 
duce  us  to  refer  to  a  committee  this  bill,  'of  which  part  is  confelTedly 
to  be  rejected,  and  the  reft  is  apparently  fuperflUous. 

[Then  the  qucftion  being  put.  Whether  the  bill  fliould  be  referred 
to  a  committee  ?  It  paflTed  in  the  negative.  Content  25.  Not  con- 
tent  59. 

On  the  reje£lion  of  this  bill  by  the  Lords,  a  bill  which  related  to 
an  affair  of  no  lefs  importance  than  the  fecurity  of  trade  and  naviga- 
tion, and  which  had  been  unanimoufly  pafTed  by  the  Commons,  it 
was  fatirically  remarked,  that  the  Upper  Houfe  underftood  trade  and 
navigation  better  than  the  Lower.  However,  the  circumflances  that 
attended  it,  made  the  publication  of  the  bill,  with  the  amendments 
and  the  reafons  oiFered  by  the  Lords  oj^  both  fides,  cxpcclod  with  the 
nK)re  impatience.] 


HOUSEOF     LORDS^ 

November  16,  1742. 

Parliament  having  mety  according  to  the  Royal  Summons,  on  this  Day, 
his  Maje/iy  made  a  Speech  from  the  Throne,  which  being  afterwards 
read  by  the  Prejident,  Lord  Tweed  ale  rofe,  and /poke  as  follows: 

My  Lords,  It  is  not  without  the  higheft  fatisfadion,  that  every 
}over  of  mankind  muft  look  upon  the  alterations  that  have  lately  been 
produced  in  the  ftate  of  Europe  ;  nor  can  any  Briton  forbear  to  ex^ 
pre(s  an  immediate  and  particular  pleafure  to  obferve  his  country 
rifrng  again  into  its  former  dignity,  to  fee  his  own  nation  (hake  off 
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dependence,  and  rouze  from  inaAivity,  cover  the  ocean  with  her 
fleets,  and  awe  the  continent  with  her  armies,  bid  once  more  defiance 
to  the  rapacious  invaders  of  neighbouring  kingdoms,  and  the  daring 
projectors  of  univerfal  dominion  ;  once  more  exert  her  influence  in 
foreign  courts,  and  fummon  the  monarchs  of  the  weft  to  another 
confederacy  againft  the  power  of  France. 

The  Queen  of  Hungary,  who  was  lately  obliged  to  retire  at  the 
approach  of  her  enemies,  to  leave  her  capital  in  danger  of  a  fiege, 
and  feek  fhelter  in  the  remoteft  comer  of  her  dominions,  who  was 
lately  fo  harraflfed  with  invafions,  and  fo  encircled  with  dangers,  that 
Ihe  could  fcarcely  fly  from  one  ravager,  without  the  hazard  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  another,  is  now  able  to  give  laws  to  her  perfecutors, 
to  return  the  violence  which  fhe  has  fufiered,  and  inftead  of  imploring 
mercy  from  thofe  who  had  no  regard  but  to  their  own  intereft,  and 
were  determined  to  annihilate  her  family  and  divide  her  dominions, 
now  fits  in  full  fecurity  on  her  throne,  dire&s  the  march  of  diftant 
armies,  and  dilates  the  terms  on  which  thofe  who  have  entered  her 
dominions  Ihall  be  fufFercd  to  efcape. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  German  empire  j  nor 
have  the  aflFairs  of  the  reft  of  Europe  been  lefs  changed  ;  the  power 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has  been  diminifiied  on  every  fide,  its  al- 
liance has  been  rejected,  and  its  influence  difregarded. 

The  King  of  Sardinia  has  openly  engaged  to  hinder  the  Spaniards 
from  erecting  a  new  kingdom  in  Italy  ^  and  though  he  has  hitherto 
been  fomewhat  embarrafled  in  his  meafures,  and  opprefied  by  the 
fuperiority  of  his  enemies,  has  at  leaft,  by  preventing  the  conjunftion 
of  the  Spanifh  armies,  prefcrvcd  the  Auftrians  from  being  over- 
whelmed* Nor  can  the  fituation  of  his  dominions,  and  the  number 
of  his  forces,  fuflPer  us  to  doubt,  that  in  a  (hort  time  he  will  beaUe 
entirely  to  fecure  I^aly,  fince  he  has  already  recovered  his  country, 
and  drove  back  the  Spaniards  into  the  bofom  of  FraiKe. 

The  condition  of  the  other  Spanifh  army  is  fuch,  as  no  enemy  can 
wi£h  to  be  aggravated  by  new  calamities.  They  are  fhut  up  in  a 
country  without  provifions,  or  of  which  the  inhabitants  are  unwilling 
to  fupply  them  :  on  one  fide  are  neutral  ftates,  to  which  the  law  of 
nations  bars  their  entrance;  on  another  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  which 
can  aflTord  them  only  the  melancholy  profped  of  hoftile  armaments, 
or  feroetimes  of  their  own  ihips  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Britons  i 
bdiind  them  arc  the  troops  of  Auftria  ready  to  embarrals  their  march, 

intercept 
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intercept  their  convoys,  and  receive  thpfe  whom  famine  and  defpair 
incite  to  change  their  matters,  and  to  feek  among  foreign  nations 
that  eafc  and  fafety,  of  which  the  tyranny  of  their  ovtrn  government, 
and  the  madnefs  of  their  own  leaders,  has  deprived  them.  Such  is 
their  diflrefs,  and  fo  great  their  diminution,  that  a  few  montiis  muft 
complete  their  ruin,  they  muft  be  deftroyed  without  the  honour  of 
a  battle,  they  muft  fink  under  the  fatigue  of  hungry  marches,  by 
which  no  enemy  is  overtaken  or  efcaped,  and  be  at  length  devoured 
by  thefc  difeafes,  which  toil  and  penury  will  inevitably  produce. 

That  the  diminution  of  the  influence  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  is 
not  an  empty  opinion,  which  we  eafily  receive,  becaufe  we  wifli  it  to 
be  true ;  that  other  nations  likewife  fee  the  fame  events  with  the  fame 
fentiments,  and  prognofticate  the  decline  of  that  power  which  has 
fo  long  intimidated  the  unlverfe,  appears  from  the  declaration  now 
made  by  his  Majefty  of  the  conduS  of  the  Swedifli  court. 

That  nation  which  was  lately  governed  by  the  counfels,  and  glutted 
with  the  bounties  of  France,  which  watched  the  nod  of  her  mighty 
patronefs,  and  made  war  at  her  command  againft  the  Ruffian  empire, 
liow  begins  to  difcover,  that  there  are  other  powers  more  worthy  of 
confidence  and  refpecS,  more  careful  to  obferve  their  engagements, 
or  more  able  to  fulfil  them.  She  therefore  requefts  the  Britifli  mo- 
narch to  extricate  her  from  thofe  diiHcuttics,  in  which  {he  is  entangled 
by  a  Hind  compliance  with  French  diftate?,  to  reflore  to  her  the 
difmembered  provinces,  and  recal  that  enemy  which  now  impends 
over  her  capital,  and  whom  the  French  have  neither  intereft  to  ap- 
peafe,  nor  ftrength  to  rcfift. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  profpefl:  which  offers  itfelf  to  him 
who  furvcys  Europe  with  a  political  view,  and  examines  the  prefent 
intereft  and  difpofitions  of  neighbouring  potentates  j  fuch  is  the  order 
which  has  been  produced  from  general  confufion,  and  fuch  the  re- 
cftabliftimcnt  of  equal  power,  which  has  fucccedcd  thefe  concuffions 
of  the  world. 

It  is  no  fmall  addition  to  the  pleafure  which  this  change  muft  afford 

every  man,  who  has  either  wifdom  to  difcover  his  own  happinefs,  or 

benevolence  to  rejoice  in  that  of  others,  that  it  lias  been  the  elfct 

not  of  chance  but  of  conduft  ;  that  it  is  not  an  unforcfccn  event, 

produced  by  the  fecret  operation  of  caufes  fortuitoully  concurring* 

but  the  refult  of  a  political  and  juft  dcfign,  well  concerted  and  fteadily 

pur.fued  j  that  every  advantage  whith  has  been  gained,  is  the  con  e- 

qi*ence 
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quence  of  meafures  laid  to  obtain  it ;  that  our  happinefs  has  been 
procured  by  prudence,  and  that  our  counfels  have  not  been  lucky 
but  wife. 

If  we  refleS,  my  Lords,  upon  the  caufes  which  have  contributed 
to  the  refcue  of  Europe  from  impending  flavery,  which  have  re- 
cftablilhed  the  Queen  of  Hungary  in  her  dominions,  enabled  her  to 
by  wafte  the  territories  of  her  invaders,  confirmed  her  friends  iik 
thdi-  fidelity,  and  intimidated  thofe  whom  rival  tnterefts  inclined  to 
viih  her  fell,  or  the  hope  of  iharing  in  the  plunder  had  incited  to 
form  defigns  againft  her.  If  we  enquire  to  what  it  is  to  be  afcribed, 
that  file  is  able  to  form  new  alliances,  and  defend  her  dominions 
wid)  confederate  armies,  we  fhall  find  it  eafy  to  trace  all  thefe 
rc?olutions  to  one  caufe,  the  fteady  and  prudent  conduft  of  the  King 
of  Briuin. 

Our  Sovereign,  my  Lords,  has  looked  on  the  troubles  of  Europe 
with  that  concern  which  public  virtue  infpires  j  he  has  feen  the  fuf- 
ferinp  of  this  illuftrious  princefs  with  that  compaffion  which  is 
alurays  due  to  magnanimity  oppreiled,  and  formed  refolutions  for  her 
aMance  with  that  ardour,  which  courage  naturally  kindles;  but 
widi  that  caution  likewife  and  fecrecy  which  experience  difbtes* 
But  he  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  though  he  was  the  friend  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  he  was  to  confider  himfelf  as  the  father  of  the 
people  of  Britain  -,  that  he  was  not  to  exhauft  the  forces  of  this  na- 
tion in  romantic  expeditions,  or  exhauiJt  its  treafures  in  giving  af- 
iiflance  which  was  not  needed. 

He  therefore  waited  to  obferve  the  event  of  the  war,  and  to  dif- 
cover  whether  the  inccflant  ftruggles  of  the  Auftrians  would  be  able 
to  throw  off  the  load  with  which  they  were  oppreffed;  but  he  found 
that  their  fpirit,  however  ardent,  could  not  fupply  the  want  of  ftrength ; 
he  found  that  they  were  fainting  under  infuperable  labours,  and  that 
though  they  were  in  no  danger  of  being  conquered  by  the  valour  of 
their  enemies,  they  muft  in  a  (hort  time  be  'wearied  with  their 
numbers. 

His  Majefty  then  knew,  my  Lords,  that  by  fending  them  fpeedy 
affiftance,  he  at  once  promoted  the  intereft  of  his  people,  and  gra- 
tified his  own  inclinations  j  he  therefore  fupplied  the  Qiieen  with 
J  fuch  fums  as  enabled  her  to  levy  new  forces,  and  drive  her  enemies 
before  her.  By  procuring  a  reconciliation  with  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
he  freed  hef  from  the  neargft  and  moft  formidable  danger,  and  gave 

her 
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)Eer  an  opportunity  to  f^cure  herfclf  againft  the  menaces  of  other 
powers. 

But  though  (he  was  fet  free  from  domeftic  dangers,  though  inva- 
Son  was  driven  from  her  capital,  though  captivity  no  longer  purfued 
her  flight,  nor  ufurpation  hovered  over  her  throne,  her  more  diftant 
dominions  were  flill  a  prey  to  her  enemies.  The  Spaniards  had  al« 
ready  landed  one  army  in  Italy,  with  which  another  was  haftening 
to  join.  The  fucccfs  of  this  cntcrprize,  which  would  have  gained 
the  greateft  part  of  Italy,  could  only  be  hindered  by  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  who  was  therefore  folicited  by  the  Spaniards  and  French 
to  favour  their  defign,  with  the  ftrongeft  proteftations,  and  the  moft 
magnificent  promifes.  But  thefe  were  overbalanced  by  the  inlluencc 
tDf  the  King  of  Briuin,  whofe  name  was  of  fuflicient  importance 
fo  make  the  weaker  part  moft  eligible,  and  to  counterbalance  the 
force  of  immediate  intereft. 

Thus  was  the  paflage  into  Italy  barred  againft  the  Spaniards,  by 
obftacle^  which  they  can  never  furmourtt,  while  the  other  army  is 
befieged  by  our  fleet,  and  by  the  Auftrians ;  and  reduced,  inftead  of 
conquering  kingdoms,  to  change  their  camp,  and  regulate  their 
marches,  with  no  other  view  than  to  avoid  famine.  While  that 
prince,  whofe  dominions  might  moft  commodioufly  afford  them  fuc- 
cour,  and  whom  all  the  ties  of  nature  and  of  intereft  oblige  to  affift 
them,  is  awed  by  the  Britifh  fliips  of  war,  which  lie  at  anchor  before 
his  metropolis,  and  of  which  the  commanders,  upon  the  leaft  fufpi- 
cion  of  hoftilities  againft  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  threaten  to  batter 
his  palaces,  and  deftroy  his  city. 

In  this  manner,  my  Lords,  has  the  King  of  Britain  aflifted  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  with  his  treafures,  his  influence,  and  his  navy ;  thus 
does  he  fubdue  fome  enemies,  and  reftrain  others ;  thus  docs  he  hold 
the  balance  of  the  wars,  and  thus  does  he  add  the  weight  of  poWer 
to  the  fcale  of  juftice. 

But  to  fecure  the  fuccefs  that  has  been  already  obtained,  and  to 
take  from  the  enemies  of  liberty  all  hopes  of  recovering  the  advan- 
tages which  they  have  loft,  he  has  now  no  longer  confined  his  af- 
fiftance  to  negotiations  and  pecuniary  fupplies.  He  knows  that 
alliances  are  always  beft  obferved,  when  they  confer  fccurity,  or 
produce  manifeft  advantage;  and  that  money  will  not  be  always 
equivalent  to  armies.  He  has,  therefore,  now  adled  openly  in  de- 
fence of  bis  ally,  has  filled  Flanders  once  more  with  Britifh  troops, 

and 
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»d  garrifoned  the  frontier  towns  with  the  forces  of  that  nation  by 
which  they  were  gained.  The  veteran  now  fees  once  mor6  the 
plains  over  which  he  formerly  purfued  the  fquadrons  of  France,  points 
die  place  where  he  feized  the  ftandards,  or  broke  the  lines^  where  he 
tiampled  the  oppreflbrs  of  mankind,  with  that,  fpirit  which  is  en-* 
kindled  by  liberty  and  juftice.  His  heart  now  beats  once  more  at 
die  fi^t  of  thofe  walls  which  he  formerly  ftormed,  and  he  (hews  the  - 
wounds  which  he  received  in  the  mine,  or  on  the  breach.  The 
French  now  difcover,  that  they  are  not  yet  Lords  of  the  continent ; 
ud  diat  Britain  has  other  armies  ready  to  force  once  more  the  paiTes 
of  Schellembourg,  or  break  down  the  intrenchments  of  Blenheim  ; 
to  wieft  from  them  the  fcepter  of  univerfal  monarchy,  and  confine 
them  again  to  theii'  own  dominions; 

To  the  Britilh  regiments  his  Majefty  has  joined  a  large  body  of 
the  forces  of  his  own  eledorate,  without  regard  to  die  danger  which 
may  direaten  his  dominions  in  the  abfence  of  his  troops,  having  no 
other  view  than  to  fecure  the  public  tranquillity  at  whatever  hazard 
of  his  own,  and  being  convinced  that  private  intereft  is  moft  efiec« 
tually  fecured  by  a  fteady  attention  to  general  good. 

Hieie  meafures,  my  Lords,  undoubtedly  demand  our  gratitude 
ttd  applaufe.  Gratitude  is  always  due  to  favourable  intentions,  and 
ditigent  endeavours,  even  when  thofe  intentions  are  fruftrated,  and 
thofe  endeavours  defeated ;  and  applaufe  is  often  paid  to  fuccefs, 
when  it  has  been  merely  the  effect  of  chance,  and  been- produced  by 
ncafiues  ill  adapted  to  the  end  which  was  intended  by  them.  Bui 
'vdyi  when  juft  deiigns  have  been  happily  executed,  when  wife  mea^^ 
fcrcs  arc  blefled  with  fuccefs,  neither  envy  nor  hatred  will  dare  to 
I^Mt  their  acclamations;  furely  thofe  will  at  leaft  congratulate, 
^om  die  corruption  of  their  hearts  hinders  from  rejoicing,  and  xhofi 
•liho  cannot  love,  will  at  leaft  commend. 

Here,  my  Lords,  I  fufped  no  inclination  to  depreciate  the  happi-* 
^  that  we  enjoy,  or  to  calumniate  that  virtue  by  which  it  haa 
|m  obtained ;  and  therefore  doubt  not  but  your  Lordflups  will  rea-- 
fly  concur  in  the  reafonable  motion  which  I  have  now  to  offer : 

^  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return 
^  die  dianks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
Ilmne. 

Voi,II.  Q^  «  Ta 
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<«  To  declare  our  juft  Tenfe  of  his  Msyfifty's  gmt  cart  and  rigH 
hnce  for  the  fupport  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  suid  for  reftoring  9fi4 
fecuring  the  balance  of  power. 

**  To  acknowledge  his  Majefly's  great  wifdom  aad  attention  to 
the  public  wel&re,  in  fending  fo  coniiderable  a  body  of  his  (atm 
into  the  Low  Countrie;;,  and  in  ftrengthening  them  widi  his  ekdonl  . 
t(Oops,  and  the  Heflians  in  the  Brittfii  pay ;  and  thcrel^  forming  fufih 
an  army  as  may  defend  and  encourage  tbofe  powers  who  are  veB 
intentioned,  and  give  a  real  afliftance  to  the  Qi^ctn  of  Hungary,  wi 
to  aflure  his  Majefiy  of  the  concurrence  and  fupport  of  this  Houib 
in  this  neceflary  meafure. 

*^  To  exprefs  our  fatisfa£Hon  in  the  good  tBcAs  which  the  vigow 
exerted  by  Great-Britain  in  aififting  its  ancient  allies,  and  maimaifrr 
ing  the  liberties  of  Europe,  hath  already  had  on  the  affairs  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  and  on  the  conduct  of  feveral  powers  ;  and  our 
hopes  that  a  fteady  perfeverance  in  the  fame  meafures,  will  in^ 
the  like  fpirit  and  refolution  into  other  powers,  equalily  engaged  by 
treaties  and  common  intereft  to  take  the  like  part* 

To  give  his  Majefty  the  ftrongeft  afiUran^s,  that  this  Houie  hu 
die  honour  and  fafety  of  his  Majefty,  the  true  intereft  and  profpericy 
of  his  kingdoms,  the  fecurity  and  advancement  of  their  commerce 
die  fuccefs  of  the  war  agaii^  Spain,  and  the  re-reftabliflunent  of  the 
balance  and  tranquillity  of  Europe  entirely  at  heart,  l^t  ibA 
ihall  be  the  great  and  conftant  objeds  of  our  proceedings  andidb* 
lutions,  this  Houfe  being  determined  to  fupport  his  Majefty  in  sB 
juft  and  neceflary  meafures  for  attainmg  tbofe  great  and  defirsUt 
ends,  and  to  fland  by  and  defend  his  Majefty  againft  all  his  enemies.'' 

Lord  MoNTFORT  fpoke  next  to  the  following  efied:— My 
Lords,  the  motion  offered  by  the  noble  Lord,  is  in  my  (pinion  b 
proper  and  juft,  fo  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  this  Aflbmbly,  afid  b 
expreffive  of  the  gratitude  which  the  vigilance  of  bis  Majefty  far  the 
public  good,  ought  to  kindle  in  every  heart  not  chitted  by  ungcos" 
rous  indolence,  or  hardened  by  inveterate  difaSeAion,  that  I  cannot 
difcover  any  reafon  for  which  it  can  be  oppofed,  and  therefore  hopi 
that  every  Lord  will  concur  in  it  with  no  lefs  alacrity  and  seal  tbaa 
I  now  rife  up  to  fecond  it. 

It  may  indeed  naturally  be  hoped  from  this  Houfe,  that  his  A^ 
jefty's  meafures  will  be  readily  approved,  fince  they  arc  fuch  as  even 
malice  and  fadion  will  not  dare  to  cenfure  or  oppofe,  fuch  as  ca- 
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iitmjif  will  not  venture  to  cfarfatne,  and  Aich  as  thofe  who  will  not 
pcaife  them  can,  never  meadon.  If  it  be  allowed,  that  the  intereft 
of  Prance  is  op|K>fite  to  that  of  Britain,  that  the  equipoife  of  power 
en  the  continent  is  to  be  preierved ;  if  any  of  the  counfels  of  our 
aoocftocs  deferve  our  attention,  if  our  vidories  at  CreiTy  or  at  Ramil« 
Jies  we  juflly  celebrated  by  our  hifiorians,  the  wifdom  of  our  Sove- 
seigii's  coadnft  cannot  be  denied.  t 

The  French,  my  Lords,  whom  our  armies  iii  the  reign  of  Anne 
iaw  flying  before  them,  who,  from  dividing  kingdoms,  and  pre- 
fcribing  laws  to  mankind,  were  reduced  to  the  defence  of  their  own 
country,  \Axo  were  driven  from  intrenchment  to  intrenchment,  and 
from  one  fortification  to  another,  now  grown  infolent  with  the  plea- 
iiucs  of  peace,  and  die  affluence  of  commerce,  have  forgotten  thie 
fowtr  by  which  their  fchemes  were  baffled,  and  their  arrogance  re- 
fTtSBoi ;  by  which  their  fabric  of  univerfal  monarchy  was  (battered^ 
4Uid  tfaemfelves  almoft  buried  in  the  ruins. 

Infiituated  with  the  contemplation  of  their  own  force,  elated  with 
die  miipber  of  their  troops,  the  magnificence  of  their  cities,  and  the 
opulence  of  their  treafiiry,  they  have  once  more  imagined  themfelves 
fiiperior  to  refiftance,  and  again  afptre  to  the  command  of  the 
vomrfe ;  they  have  now  for  fome  time  afiumed  the  haughty  ftile  ct 
abe  legiflators  of  mankind ;  and  have  expefbed,  that  princes  ihould 
appeal  to  them  as  to  the  higheft  human  tribunal,  and  that  nations 
Aocdd  fubmit  their  claims  to  their  arbitration ;  they  have  already 
a&med  the  diftribution  of  dominions,  and  expefl  that  neither  peace 
flnll  be  concluded,  nor  war  proclaimed,  but  by  their  permiffion  or 
advice. 

By  ^s  gradation  of  exorbitant  clsums  and  opprefEve  meafures 
have  they  at  length  arrived,  my  Lords,  at  the  fummit  of  infolence; 
by  diefe  fteps  have  they  afcended  once  more  the  towering  throne  of 
imirerCil  monarchy  $  nor  was  any  thing  wanting  to  complete  their 
|ilan,  but  that  their  ancient  rival,  the  German  empire,  fbould  be 
vedooed  to  acknowledge  their  fovereignty,  and  that  the  fupreme  dig- 
aity  of  Europe  ihould  be  the  gift  of  the  French  bounty. 

The  deadi  of  the  late  Emperor  without  fons,  fiirniihed  them  with. 
an  opportunity  of  executing  their  deiign,  too  fiivourable  to  be  ne- 
f^efled.  They  now  Imagined  it  in  their  power  not  only  to  difpofe 
•f  the  unperial  dignity,  but  to  divide  the  dominions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aofttia  into  many  petty  (overeignties,  incapable  fingly  of  oppofing 
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them,  and  unKkcly  to  unite  in  any  common  caufc,  or  to  picfenre  a 
confederacy  unbroken,  if  they  (hould  by  accident  agree  to  form  it 

They  therefore  fent  their  armies  into  Germany,  to  fuperintcnd 
the  approaching  eleSion,  and  by  hovering  over  the  territories  of 
princes  unable  to  reilft  them,  extorted  voices  in  favour  of  their  ally; 
a  prince,  whofe  dominions  muft  by  their  fituation  always  oblige  him 
t^  compliance  with  the  demands,  and  to  concurrence  in  the  fcbemes 
of  his  protedors,  and  who  will  rather  aA  as  the  fubftitute  of  France, 
than  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 

But  it  was  to  no  purpofe  that  they  had  graced  their  dependent  widi 
titular  honours  and  enflgns  of  fovereignty  if  the  Houfe  of  Aoftria 
fiill  retained  its  hereditary  dominions,  and  preferved  its  ftrengdi, 
when  it  had  loft  its  dignity.  They  well  knew,  that  armies  were 
equally  formidable,  whether  commanded  by  an  Emperor,  or  an  in* 
ferior  Sovereign  ^  and  that  a  mere  alteration  of  names,  though  it 
might  aiFord  a  flight  and  tranflent  gratification  to  vanity,  would  pro- 
duce  no  real  increafe  or  diminution  of  power. 

They  therefore  thought  it  neceilary  to  improve  the  prefi»it  time  of 
confiifion,  and  excite  all  the  prinees  of  the  empire  to  revive  their 
ancient  claims  upon  the  Auftrian  territories;  claims,  which  how 
long  foever  they  had  been  forgotten,  howfoever  abrogated  by  long 
prefcription,  or  annulled  by  fubfequent  treaties,  were  now  again  to 
become  valid,  and  to  be  decided  by  the  arbitration  of  France. 

But  this  proje£l  being  defeated  by  the  heroic  conftancy  of  the  Quees 
of  Hungary,  whofe  wifdom  and  refolution,  which  will  equal  her  niunc 
in  future  biftories  with  thofe  of  the  moft  fuccefsful  conquerors,  re* 
jested  their  mediation,  and  refufed  to  own  her  right  doubtfid,  by 
Aibmitting  it  to  be  tried  j  they  were  obliged  no  longer  to  difkmhlc 
their  defigns,  or  make  further  pretences  to  refped  or  tendemeis. 
Her  fall  was  neceflary  ^o  their  own  exaltation ;  they  therefore  kindled 
a  general  conflagration  of  war,  they  excited  all  the  princes  to  take 
arms  againft  her,  and  found  it  indeed  no  difficult  ta(k  to  perfuade 
them  to  attack  a  princefs,  whom  they  thought  unable  to  form  an 
army,  whom  they  believed  they  fhould  rather  purfue  than  engage,  and 
whofe  dominions  might  be  overrun  without  bloodihed,  and  whom  they 
ihould  conquer  only  by  marching  againft. 

Such  a  combination  as  this,  a  combination  of  monarchs,  of  which 
each  appeared  able  fingly  to  have  carried  on  a  t¥ar  againft  her,  no* 
thing  but  the  higheft  degree  of  magnanimity  could  have  formed  a 
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defign  of  refilling ;  nor  could  that  refiftance  have  procured  the  leaft 
advantages,  or  retarded  for  a  fingle  day  the  calamities  that  were 
threatened,  bad  it  not  been  regulated  by  every  martial  virtue,  had 
not  policy  united  with  courage,  and  caution  with  a3ivjty. 

Thus  did  the  intrepidity  of  this  princefs,  my  Lords,  fupport  her 
againft  the  ftorms  that  ihooli:  her  kingdom  on  every  fide ;  thus  did 
diole,  whom  her  virtues  gained  over  to  her  fervice,  and  whom  her 
example  animated  with  contempt  of  fuperior  numbers,  defend  her 
againft  the  forces  of  all  the  furrounding  nations,  led  on  by  Monarchs, 
and  dated  with  the  profpe£l  of  an  eafy  conqueft.     « 

But  the  utmoft  that  could  be  hoped  from  the  moft  refined  ftrata- 
g^ms,  or  the  moft  exalted  courage,  was  only  that  her  fate  might  be 
deferred,  that  fhe  would  not  fall  wholly  unrevenged,  that  her  ene« 
miea  would  fiiffer  with  her,  and  that  victory  would  not  be  gained 
without  a  battle.  It  was  evident,  that  bravery  muft  in  time  give 
way  to  ftrength,  that  vigour  muft  be  wearied,  and  policy  exhaufted, 
that  by  a  conftant  fuccefSon  of  new  forces,  the  moft  refolute  troops 
moft  be  overwhelmed ;  and  tbit  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  could  only 
gain  by  the  war,  the  fiital  honour  of  being  glorioufly  extinguifhed. 

This  bis  Magefly's  wifdom  eafily  enabled  him  to  difcover,  and  his 
goodnefs  incited  him  to  prevent ;  he  called  upon  all  the  powers,  who 
had  promifisd  to  preferve  the  Pragmatic  San£lion,  to  have  regard  to 
t)ie  fiutfa  of  nations,  and  by  fulfilling  their  engagements,  to  preferve 
the  liberties  of  Europe  j  but  the  fuccefs  of  his  remonftrances  only 
aflbided  a  new  inflance  of  the  weaknefs  of  juftice,  when  oppofed  to 
intereft  or  fear.  All  the  potentates  of 'the  continent  were  refbained 
by  the  threats,  or  gained  by  the  promifes  of  France  \  and  the  difpofaj 
of  thepofieffions  of  the  Auftrian  Houfe,  feemed  by  the  general  con- 
fent  of  Europe,  to  be  refigned  to  the  family  of  Bourbon. 

Bttt  our  Sovereign  was  not  yet  difcouraged  from  afTerting  the 
rights  which  he  bad  promifed  to  maintain,  nor  did  he  think  the 
negled  or  treachery  of  others  a  fufficient  reafon  for  refufing  that 
afiftance,  which  juftice  and  policy  equally  required.  He  knew  the 
power  of  his  own  empire,  and  though  he  did  not  omit  to  cultivate 
alliances,  he  was  confcious  of  his  ability  to  proceed  without  them  ( 
and  therefore  (hewed,  by  fending  his  troops  into  the  Auftrian  terri- 
tories, that  the  meafures  of  the  Sovereign  of  Britain  were  not  to  be 
regulated  by  either  his  enemies,  or  his  confederates ;  that  this  nation 
js  jet  aUe  to  fuppprt  its  qwn  claims,  and  prated  tbofe  of  its  allies ; 
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and  that  while  we  attack  one  of  the  kingdoms  of  fte  HeuTe  of 
Bourbon,  we  are  not  afraid  to  fet  the  other  at  defiance. 

The  cSkSts  of  this  conduct,  my  Lords,'  wejre  immediately  appa-i 
rent ;  the  King  of  Sardinia  engaged  to  opfbk  the  entrance  of  the 
Spaniards  into  Italy ;  the  King  of  Pruffia  not  only  made  a  peace 
with  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  whom  he  was  more  to  be  dreaM 
than  any  other  enemy,  but  entered  into  an  alliance  with  his  Majefty, 
who  has  made  no  fmall  addition  to  his  influence,  by  another  tret^ 
with  the  moft  powerful  nations  of  the  North. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  are  the  dreadful  arms  of  France,  which  tie 
never  employed  but  in  the  deteftable  and  horrid  plan  of  exteodiog 
flavery,  and  fupporting  oppreffion,  flopped  in  the  full  career  of  fcc- 
ccfs.  Thus  is  the  fcheme  of  univerfal  monarchy  once  more  hWW| 
and  the  world  taught,-that  the  prefervation  of  the  rights  of  man- 
kind, the  fecurity  of  religion,  and  the  eftablifhmei^t  of  peace,  are 
not  impradicable,  that  the  power  of  Britain  isr  yet  u^diminiihed,  vi 
that  her  fpirit  is  not  yet  dcprefled. 

By  his  Majefty's  condud,  my  Lor^s,  the  reputation  of  our  coim* 
try  is  noWraifed  to  its  utmoft  height;  we  are  now  conftdeied  as tiie 
arbiters  of  empire,  the  proteSors  of  right,  the  patrons  of  diHiefii 
and  the  fuftainers  of  the  balance  of  the  world.  I  cannot  diercfora 
but  conclude,  that  no  man  in  this  illuftrious  AfiemUy  w3l  be  oo- 
willing  to  acknowledge  that  wifdom  and  firmncfe,  whkh  not  omj 
this  nation,  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  univerfe,  will  '^n*^^ 
with  gratitude  in  the  remoteft  ages,  and  that  the  motion,  wi^cb  I 
now  fecond,  will  be  univer(ally  approved. 

The  Speaker  then  read  the  motion,  and  aiked  in  the  ufiial  feroi 
whether  it  was  their  Lordihip's  pleafure  that  the  queftion  ibould  beput| 
upon  whrch  Lord  Chesterfield  role  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  fblknriDg 
purpofe : — My  Lords,  though  the  motion  has  been,  by  the  aoblc 
Lord  who  made  it,  introduced  with  aU  the  art  of  rhetoric,  and  tOi* 
forced  by  him  that  feconded  it,  widi  the  utmoft  ardour  of  zeal,  m 
the  hi gheft  raptures  of  fatisfa&ion  and  gratitude ;  though  aU  iteUt 
mcafures  have  been  recommended  to  our  applaoie,  'as.  prooftof  ll>^ 
ftridleft  fidelity,  and  the  moft  fagadous  policy;  and  though  I  ^ 
very  far  from  intending  to  charge  them  with  weidmcfs^  or  injufhce, 
or  from  pretending  tp  have  difcoveredin  diem  a  fecreC  tendency  ^ 
advance  »iy  intereft  in  oppofition-  to  thai  of  Britain,  I  am  yet  00^ 
able  to  prevail  upon  myfklf  to  fuffreft  .tMe  fcpufiti  wUcb  i'i'^ 
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flie  from  ed&ciimog  with  them^  and  from  a[q»roving  the  Addrefs 
Aieb  is  now  pr0t)ofed. 

I  am  Ids  inclined,  my  I^ords,  to  favour  the  prefent  motion,  be- 
emA  I  have  bag  been  defirous  of  feeing  the  ancient  method  of 
general  Addrefles  revived  by  this  Houfe  $  a  method  of  Addrefs  by 
which  our  princes  were  reverenced  without  flattery,  and  which  left 
lis  at  liber^  to  honour  the  Crown>  without  defcending  to  idolize  the 
Mixdilry. 

I  know  not,  my  Lords,  what  advantages  have  been  procured  by 
an  annual  repetition  of  the  fpeeches  from  the  Throne,  however  gra- 
cious or  excelleat.  For  ourfelves,  we  have  certainly  obtained  no 
new  confidence  from  the  Crown,  nor  any  higher  degree  of  honour 
Wioog  the  people.  The  incenfe,  which  from  our  cenfers  has  fo 
long  perfumed  the  palace^  has  inclined  the  nation  to  fufpe£l:,  that  we 
are  long  enough  inured  to  idolatry,  to  ofFer  up  their  properties  for  a 
lacrifice^  whenever  they  (hall  be  required  -,  and  I  cannot  diflemble 
my  fiifpicionSy  that  a  long  continuance  of  this  cuftom  may  give 
Ibne  ambitious  or  oppreffive  prince  in  fome  diftant  age,  when  per- 
haps this  beneficent  and-illuftrious  family  may  be  extinS^  the  con- 
fidence to  demand  it. 

I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  and  hope  your  Lordibips  will  be  con- 
vinced upon  very  ihort  reflexion,  that  there  is  a  ftile  of  fervility, 
which  it  becomes  not  this  Houfe  to  ufe  even  to  our  Monarchs :  we 
are  to  remember,  indeed,  that  reverence  which  is  always  due  front 
JAyStty  but  to  preferve  likewife  that  dignity  which  is  infeparablc 
from  independence  and  legiflative  authority. 

That  we  ouglit  not  to  defcend  to  the  meaneft  of  flattery,  that  we 
oug^t  to  prefiu-ve  the  privilege  of  fpeaking,  without  exaggerated 
pnoftsy  or  afl&ded  acknowledgments,  our  regard  not  only  to  our- 
frlves,  but  to  pur  Sovereign  ought  to  remind  us.  For  nothing  is 
moKC  evident,  my  Lords,  than  that  no  Monarch  can  be  happy  while 
his  people  are  miferable ;  that  the  Throne  can  be  fecure  only  by 
being  guarded  by  the  affe&ions  of  the  people  i  and  the  prince  can 
#Bly  i^in  and  pieferve  their  affeAions,  by  promoting  their  intereft, 
9Bd  fiipporting  their  privileges. 

But  how,  my  Lords,  fliali  that  Monarch. diftinguiih  the  intereft 
of  his  people,  whom  none  Ihall  dare  to  approach  with  information } 
How  ihall  their  privilege  be  fupported,  if  when  they  are  infringedf 
M  man  will  complain  ?  And  who  fhall  da^e  to  lay  any  public  griev- 
es 4  wees. 
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anccs^  or  private  wrongs  before  the  King  of  Britftin^  if  the  higheft 
AflemWy  of  the  nation  (hall  never  addrefs  him  but  in  terms  dl 
flattery  ? 

The  ncceffity  of  putting  an  end  to  this  corrupt  cuftom,  becomes 
every  day  more  and  more  urgent ;  the  afFairs  of  Europe  are  baften- 
ing  to  a  crifis,  in  which  all  pur  prudence,  and  all  our  influence  will 
be  required ;  and  we  ought  therefore  to  uke  care  not  to  perplex  our 
refolutions  by  voluntary  ignorance,  or  deftroy  our  credit  by  a  public 
approbation  of  meafuresi  which  we  are  well  known  not  to  un- 
derstand. I 

I  fuppofey  none  of  your  Lordfhips,  who  are  not  engaged  in  the 
adojiniftration  of  afiairs,  will  think  it  derogatory  from  the  reputation 
of  your  abilities  and  experience,  to  confefs,  that  you  do  not  yet  fee  all 
the  circumftanccs  or  confequences  of  the  meafiires  which  you  are 
defired  to  applaud  j  meafures  which  have  been  too  lately  taken  to 
difcover  their  own  tendency,  and  with  relation  to  which  no  papers 
have  been  laid  before  us.  We  arc  tcJd  of  armies  joined,  ano  trea- 
ties concluded,  and  therefore  called  upon  to  praile  the  wifdom  of  out 
negotiations,  and  the  ufefulnefs  and  vigour  of  our  military  prepara- 
tions ;  though  we  are  neither  acquainted  on  what  terms  our  alliances 
are  formed,  nor  o^i  what  conditions  our  auxiliaries  aflift  us. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  furely  fuch  treatment  as  no  liberal  mind  can 
very  patiently  fupport ;  it  is  little  lefs  than  to  require  that  we  (hould 
follow  our  guides  with  our  eyes  (hut 5  that  we  fliould  place  im|Jicit 
confidence  in  the  wifdom  of  our  minifters,  and  having  firft  fufiered 
^hem  to  blind  ourfelves,  af&ft  them  afterwards  to  blind  the  people. 

The  longer  I  dwell  upon  the  confideration  of  this  motion,  the 
oiore  arguments  arife  to  perfuade  me,  that  we  ought  not  haftily  to 
agree  to  it.  My  Lords,  the  Addrefs  propofed,  like  the  fpeech  itfelf> 
is  of  a  very  complicated  and  intricate  kind,  and  comprifes  in  a 
few  words  many  tranfaSions  of  great  importance,  crouded  togedier 
with  an  artful  brevity,  that  the  mind  may  be  hindered  by  the  multi- 
tude of  images,  from  a  diftinA  and  deliberate  confideration  of  par* 
(iculars.  Her^  are  a6h  of  negotiation  confounded  with  operations 
of  war,  one  treaty  entangled  with  another,  and  the  union  of  the 
Hanoverians  with  bur  troops,  nientioned  almoft  in  the  fame  fentcncc 
with  the  Spanilh  war.  This  croud  of  tranfafiions^  fo  diflferent  in 
their  nature,  fo  various  in  their  confequences^  who  cao  venture  tq 
'  ■  :  approve 
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jpprove  in  die  grofs  ?   or  who  can  diftioguUh  without  long  exa- 
mination ? 

I  liope^  my  Lords,  that  I  (hall  not  be  charged  with  want  of  can- 
dowv  in  fuppofing  the  motion  not  to  be  an  extemporaneous  compo- 
fitioD,  but  to  be  drawn  up  with  art  and  deliberation.  It  is  well 
known,  that  the  Addrefe  is  often  concerted  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  fpeech  is  compofed ;  and  that  it  is  not  uncommon  to  take  Advan- 
tage of  the  fuperiority  which  long  acquaintance  with  the  queftion 
gives  thofe  who  defend  the  motion,  above  thofe  who  oppofe  it. 

We  are  indeed  told,  that  the  vifible  tfkSts  of  his  Majefty's  mea- 
fiiits  prove  their  expediency,  and  that  we  may  fafely  applaud  tha( 
conduSt  of  which  we  receive  the  benefits.  But,  my  Lords,  the  ad- 
vantages muft  be  feen  or  f^lt  before  they  can  be  properly  acknow- 
ledged ;  and  it  has  not  been  fhewn,  that  we  have  yet  either  intimi- 
dated the  enemies  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  whofe  intereft  we  have 
been  lately  taught  to  believe  infeparable  from  our  own,  or  encourag- 
ed 2ny  new  allies  to  declare  in  her  favour. 

The  Dutch,  my  Lords,  are  not  yet  roofed  from  theij:  flumber  of 
neutrality ;  and  how  loudly  foever  we  may  aHert  our  zeal,  or  with 
whatever  pomp  we  may  difplay  our  ftrength,  they  ftill  feem  to  doubt 
cither  our  i;itegrity  or  force ;  and  are  afraid  of  engaging  in  the  quar- 
sd,  left  they  fliould  be  either  conquered  or  betrayed.  Nor  has  the 
approach  of  our  army,  however  they  may  be  delighted  with  the 
fliow,  infpired  them  with  more  courage,  though  they  are  enforced 
by  die  troops  of  Hanover* 

The  addition  of  ihefe  forces  to  the  Britifb  9nny,  has  been  mpn^  ' 
tiooed  as  an  infbnce  of  uncommon  attention  tQ  the  grea(  caufe  of 
aniver^  liberty,  as  a  proof  that  no  regard  has  beei)  paid  tp  private 
iateneft,  and  that  all  oonfideratiofis  are  facrificed  to  public  good. 
Bat  fince  no  lervice  can  bf  fo  great  but  it  may  be  pverpaid,  it  ia 
neccfiary  that  we  may  judge  of  the  benefit,  to  inform  us  pn  what 
Irrms  it  has  be^n  obtained,  ai^fl  how  well  the  aft  of  fuccefi^on  has 
been  obferved  on  rhis  occafion. 

Though  I  am  too  well  acquainted,  my  Lords,  with  the  maxims 
which  prevail  in  the  prefent  age,  and  have  had  too  mqch  exp<:rience 
of  the  motives,  by  which  the  decjfions  of  the  Senate  are  influenced, 
to  offer  any  motion  of  my  own,  yet  thefe  reafons  will  withhpld  me 
kom  concurring  with  this*  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
f|iieftioa  ought  to  be  poftpoped  tQ  another  day,  \a  whicl^  thp  Houfe 
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may  be  fuller,  our  ddiberattOAS  beafiifted  by  the  wifilom  ande3|e* 
rience  of  more  than  thirty  Lords»  who  are  now  abfent,  andfbe&b«« 
je€ts  of  enquiry,  of  which  piaoy  are  new  and  unexpeded,  may  be 
more  accurately  confidered ;  nor  can  I  prevail  upon  oiyfelf  to  letom 
to  general  declarsCtions  any  other  than  general  anfwers. 
.  Lord  Cart£RET  anfwered  in  fubllance  as  follows :— -My  Lerds, 
As  there  has  ari&n  no  new  queftion,  ak  his  Majefty  in  affifting  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  has  only  followed  the  advice  of  the  Senile  ;  I 
am,  far  from  being  able  to  difcover,  why  any  lohg  deliberation  iiould 
be  neceflary  to  a  concurrence  with  the  motion  now  before  us,  or 
whence  any  doubt  can  arife  with  regard  to  the  efieds  of  his  Majefty's 
meafures  ;  cScQs  which  no  man  will  deny^  who  will  believe  either 
his  own  eyes,  or  the  teftimony  of  others  i  efie£ls,  which  every  num 
who  furveys  the  ftate  of  Europe  muft  perceive^  and  which  our  firieiids 
and  our  enemies  will  equally  confefs. 

To  thefe  meafures,  which  we  are  now  to  confider,  it  muft  be 
afcribed,  that  the  French  are  no  longer  lords  of  Germany ;  that  they 
BO  longer  hold  the  princes  of  the  empne  in  fubje£)ion,  lay  provinces 
waile  at  pleafure,  and  fell  their  friendfhlp  on  their  own  terms.  By 
Acfe  meafures  have  the  Dutch  been  delivered  from  their  terrors,  and 
encouraged  to  deliberate  freely  upon  the  ftate  of  Europe,  and  pre- 
pare for  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanson.  But  the  common 
caufe  has  been  moft  evidently  advanced  by  gaining  the  King  of  Profit* 
by  whofe  defedion  the  balance  of  the  war  was  turned,  and  at  leaft 
thirty  thoufand  men  taken  away  from  the  fcale  of  France. 

This,  my  Lords,  was  a  change  only  to  be  efie^kd  by  a  patient 
expedtation  of  opportunities,  and  a  politic  improvement  of  cafual  ad* 
vantages,  and  by  contriving  methods  of  reconciling  the  intereft  of 
Pruffia  with  the  friendship  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  for  princeSr 
like  other  men,  are  inclined  to  prefer  their  own  intereft  to  all  other 
motives,  and  to  fdiow  that  (bheme  which  (hall  promife  moft  gain. 

That  all  this,  my  Lords^  has  been  efFedted,  cannot  be  denied ;  nor 
can  it  be  faid  to  have  been  eiFeded  by  any  other  caufes  than  the 
conduit  of  Britain  :  had  this  nation  looked  either  with  cowardly  de^ 
fpair,  or  negligent  inactivity,  on  the  rifing  power  of  France  and  the 
troubles  of  the  continent;  had  the  diftribution  of  empire  beea  left  t» 
chance,  our  thoughts  confined  Y^hoHy  to  commerce,  and  our  pro- 
fpedls  not  extended  beyond  our  own  ifland,  the  liberties  of  Europe 
had  been  at  an  end,  the  Fsench  had  eftaUi(he4  tbemfdves  in  the  S^ 

cure 
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eve  pofieffion  of  untverlal  ihonarch7,  would  hencefordi  have  fyt 
nuildnd  at  defiance,  and  wantoned  without  fear  in  oppreffion  and 
iniblefice. 

Thefe,  my  Lords^.  are  coniequraces  of  the  meafures  purfued  by 
bis  Majefty,  of  which  neither  the  reality  nor  the  importance  can  be 
^ueftioned,  and  therefore  they  may  doubtkfs  be  approved  without 
hefitation.  For  furely,  my  Lords^  the  addition  of  the  Hanorerian 
troops  iD  the  forces  of  our  own  nation  can  raife  no  fcruples,  nor  be 
leprefented  as  any  violation  of  the  ASt  of  Settlement. 

Of  the  meaning  of  that  memorable  z&^  I  believe,  I  do  not  need 
$ny  information.  I  know  it  is  provided,  that  this  nation  ihall  not 
be  engaged  in  war  in  the  quarrel  of  Hanover ;  but  I  fee  no  traces  of 
a  reciprocal  obligation,  nor  can  difirover  any  claufe,  by  which  we 
are  forbidden  to  make  ufe  in  our  own  caufe  of  the  alliance  of  Hano- 
Tcr,  or  by  which  the  Hanoverians  are  forbidden  to  affift  us. 

I  hqK,  my  Lords,  this  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  our  tranf- 
tSdOns  with  Hanover,  will  not  be  charged  with  artifice  or  fophiftry* 
I  know  how  invidious  a  talk  is  undertaken  by  him  who  attempts  to 
fliew  any  connexion  between  interefts  fo  generally  bought  oppofite^ 
and  am  fu]^rted  in  this  apology  only  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  integrity, 
and  the  intrepidity  of  truth. 

The  affiftance  of  Hanover,  my  Iiords,  was  at  this  time  apparently 
tieccflary.  Our^own  troops,  joined  with  the  Hefians,  compofed  a 
body  too  fmall  to  make  any  eflieacious  oppofition  to  the  defigns  of 
France ;  but  by  the  addition  of  ftxteen  thoufand  men,  became  fuffi^ 
^ieoriy  formidable  to  oUige  her  to  employ  thofe  troops  for  die  fe* 
curity  of  her  frontiers,  with  which  flie  in^nded  to  have  overwhelmed 
Italy,  and  to  have  exalted  ayiothcr  Spanifli  ^nce  to  a  new  kingdom* 
The  SpBoiaids,  deprived  of  this  affiftance,  barrafied  by  the  Auttrians 
with  perpetual  alarms,  and  debarred  by  our  fleet  from  the  fupplies 
iriiich  ace  provided  for  them  in  their  oym  country,  muft  languifh 
with  penury  and  bardihips,  being  equally  cut  off  from  fuccour  and 
from  flight. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  is  evident,  that  the  true  and  everlafting  inte- 
reft  of  Britain  has  been  fteadily  purfued  ;  that  the  meafures  formed 
Id  promote  it  have  been  not  only  prudtnt^  but  fuccefsful.  We  did 
•Dt  engage  fooner  in  the  quarrel,  becaufe  we  were  not  able  to  form 
A  army  fiiCciently  powerful.  An  advantageous  peace  is  only  to  be 
pbtoined  by  vigorous  pfeparations  for  warj  nor  is  it  to  be  expelled 
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that  our  enemies  (hould  court  our  friendfliip,  dll  they  fee  that  our 
oppofition  is  really  formidable.  Such,  my  Lords,  is  our  prefent  ftate; 
we  may  reafonably  hope  that  the  French  will  defift  from  their  defigns, 
becaufe  they  will  have  a  confederacy  to  oppofe,  more  powerful  than 
that  by  which  their  immortal  monarch  was  lately  humbled }  and  I 
hope  that  condu£l  will  always  be  applauded  in  this  Houfe,  which 
enables  us  to  reprefs  the  arrogance  of  France. 

Lord  Westmorland  then  fpoke  to  the  following  puiport :— • 
My  Lords,  Though  the  warmth  which  the  noble  Lord  has  defended 
the  motion,  and  the  confidence  with  which  he  afTerts  the  propriety 
and  efficacy  of  the  meafures  to  which  it  relates,  are  fuch  proofs  of 
the  ftrength  of  his  convidion  as  leave  no  room  to  doubt  his  finceritj  ; 
yet  as  the  fame  arguments  do  not  operate  upon  di£ferent  minds  with 
the  fame  force,  I  hope  I  (hall  not  be  thought  lefs  fiucere,  or  left 
ftudious  of  the  public  happinefs,  or  the  honour  of  the  crown,  though 
I  prefume  to  differ  from  him. 

In  the  motion  now  before  us,.  I  cannot  concur,  becaufe,  though  it 
ibould  be  allowed  to  contain  a  juft  reprefentation  of  foreign  afiairs, 
yet  it  appears  to  me  to  omit  thofe  confiderations  which  I  think  it  the 
duty  of  this  Houfe  to  offer  to  his  Majefly.  This  nation  is,  in  my 
opinion,  expofed  to  enemies  more  formidable  than  the  French  ;  nor 
do  I  think  that  we  are  at  leifure  to  defend  the  liberties  of  Europe,  till 
we  have  made  fome  provifions  for  the  fecurity  of  our  own;  ortp 
regulate  the  balance  of  power,  tijl  we  have  reftored  pur  cpnfUtutioii 
to  its  ancient  equilibrium. 

That  there  arc  flagrant  proofs  of  the  moft  enormous  corruptioq 
throughout  the  whole  fubordination  of  public  offices  ^  that  our  pub- 
lic funds  are  only  nurferies  of  fraud,  and  that  truft  of  every  kind  1% 
only  confidered  as  an  opportunity  of  plundering,  appears  evidently 
from  the  univerfal  prevalence  of  luxury  and  extravagance,  firom  the 
fudden  affluence  of  private  men,  from  the  wanton  riot  of  their  tables, 
the  regal  fplendour  of  their  equipages,  aad  the  oilentatious  magnifi^ 
cence  of  their  buildings. 

It  is  evident  likewifci  that  corruption  i^  not  confined  tp  public 
offices }  that  thofe  who  have  loft  their  own  integrity,  have  endea^ 
VQured  to  deftroy  the  virtue  of  others ;  that  attempts  have  been  made 
to  fubjeA  the  whole  nation  to  the  influence  of  corruption,  and  to 
fpread  the  contagion  of  bribery  frpm  the  highefl  tp  fheloweft  cUfles 
pf  the  people^ 

It 
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It  is  therefore  neceflary,  before  we  engage  in  the  confideration  of 
foreign  affairs,  to  profecute  the  enquiry  which  was  begun  in  the  loft 
feffion,  to  trace  wickednefs  to  its  fource,  and  drag  the  authors  of  our 
miferies  into  the  light. 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  enquiries  which  the  general  voice  of  the 
people  importunately  demands  j  thefe  are  the  petitions  which  ought 
never  to  be  rejeded  ;  all  parties  are  now  united,  and  all  animofijties 
extinguMhed ;  nor  is  there  any  other  clamour  than  for  enquiries  and 
punifliment. 

The  other  Houfe,  my  Lords,  has  been  engaged  in  the  laudable 
attempt  to  deted  thofe  who  have  betrayed,  or  plundered,  or  corrupted 
their  country  i  and  furely  we  ought  to  have  fo  much  regard  to  our 
own  honour,  as  not  to  fuffer  them  to  toil  alone  in  a  defign  fo  popular, 
lb  juft,  and  fo  neceflary,  while  we  amufe  ourfelves  with  applauding 
the  fiigacity  of  our  minifters,  who,  whatever  they  may  hope  them- 
ielves,  or  promife  others,  have  not  yet  prevailed  on  any  foreign  power 
to  concur  with  them,  or  to  interpofe  in  the  affairs  of  the  continent* 
And  therefore  I  cannot  conceal  my  fufpicion,  that  inftead  of  furnifh- 
ing  any  fubjed  for  panegyrics  on  our  policy  and  caution,  we  are 
now  wafting  our  treafures  and  our  ftrength  in  a  romantic  expedition. 

Since  therefore,  my  Lords,  our  domeftic  evils  feem  to  me  moft 
dangerous,  I  move,  that  in  order  to  dieir  fpeedy  remedy,  and  that 
the  people  may  fee  we  do  not  forget  their  immediate  intereft,  this  ad« 
dicion  be  made  to  the  motion  now  before  us : 

^  And  humbly  to  afflire  his  Majefty,  that  we  will  apply  our  con* 
ftant  and  perfevering  endeavours  to  calm  and  heal  animoftties  and 
£rifions,  unfeafonable  'as  they  are  at  all  times,  and  moft  pernicious 
in  the  prefent  jundure,  which  the  true  fatherly  tendernefs  of  his  Ma- 
jeftj,  out  of  the  abundance  of  his  conftant  care  for  the  rights  and 
ftcarties  of  his  people,  has  fo  aficdtonately  at  the  clofe  of  laft  fefEon 
recommended  from  the  throne,  by  fearching  thoroughly  and  effedlu- 
aDy  into  the  grounds,  which  are  or  may  be  affigned  for  public  dif- 
content,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  rules  and  methods  of  Parliament.** 

This  additional  claufe  being  delivered  in  writing  to  the  Speaker, 
he  read  it  to  the  Houfe,  but  (aid  that  the  noble  Lord  fpoke  fo  low, 
diat  he  could  not  tell  where  he  propofed  to  have  it  inferted.  Lord 
Westmorland  then  direded  him  to  read  the  motion,  which  done, 
he  dcAred  diat  his  claufe  might  be  added  at  the  end. 

Upon 
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Upon  dits  Lord  Raymond  fyobi  at  follows  :-<-^7  Lords,  The 
addition  which  the  noble  Lord  has  offered  to  the  Addrefs  propofed) 
cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  properly  admitted,  as  it  has  no  relatioo  to 
the  preceding  claufes,  but  is  rather  inconfiftent  with  them. 

Nor  do  I  think  it  only  hnproper  with  regard  to  the  other  part  of 
the  motion,  but  unnecdSary  in  itfelf ;  fince  it  has  no  reference  to  his 
Majcfty's  Speech,  now  under  our  confideration  i  fince  it  will  fitdli* 
tate  none  of  our  enquiries,  which  may  be  carried  on  with  equal  vigour 
without  any  fuch  unfeafonable  declaration  of  our  deiign. 

If,  therefore,  the  motion  for  the  amendment  be  not  withdrawn,  I 
fhall  move,  that  the  firft  queftion  be  firft  put. 

[The  queftion  was  then  put  with  regard  to  the  firft  motion,  andit 
pafied  in  the  affirmative,  without  any  divifion. J 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 

DiCimbiT  lOf   I742« 

MttUu  in  tbi  CommitUi  ofSuppliesyfir  granting  Pay  fir  16000  Hm» 
vtrian  Troops  fir  tbifiur  M»ntbs  lefi  pafi. 

Sir  William  Yonge  opened  the  debate,  and  fpoke  in  fiibfianoe 
as  follows :— Sir,  Though  the  general  ftate  of  the  kingdoms  of  £u-, 
rope  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  wholly  unknown  in  this  Aflen^y,  Jtt 
fince  the  declfioa  of  the  queftion  now  before  us,  muft  depend  npoa 
the  conceptions  which  every  man  has  formed  with  regard  to  tke 
affairs  on  the  continent,  it  will  be  necei&ry  to  exhibit  them  to  view 
in  a  narrow  compafs,  that  nothing  which  may  contribute  to  our  in- 
formation may  be  overlooked  or  forgotten. 

The  late  Emperor,  for  fome  time  before  his  death,  finding  d&at 
there  remained  little  hopes  d[  male  iffue,  and  that  his  £imily  would 
be  confequently  in  danger  of  lofing  part  of  the  honours  and  dignities 
which  it  had  fo  long  enjoyed,  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  fecurity  of 
bis  hereditary  dominions,  which  he  entailed  Upon  his  eldeft  dau^ter^ 
%o  preferve  them  from  being  broken  into  fragments,  and  divided 

among 
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nong  the  witiuarous  pretenders  to  them ;  and  that  this  £btdement 

ffliglit  be  preferved  from  violation,  employed  all  the  opportunities 

which  any  extraordinary  conjundlures  prefented  to  him  of  obuining 

tke  concurmKC  and  ratification  of  the  neighbouring  ftates. 

I       As  it  was  always  the  intereft  of  this  nation  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of 

Aoftria^  as  a  counterbalance  to  the  power  of  France,  it  was  eafy  to 

,    procure  from  us  a  folemn  acceffion  to  this  important  fettlement;  and 

welbeiefare  promifed  to  fupport  it,  whenever  it  (bould  be  attacked* 

Tlis  was  in  reality  only  a  promife  to  be  watchful  for  our  own  advan- 

I    1^,  and  (o  hinder  &at  increafe  of  the  French  influence,  which  muft 

at  length  be  fatal  to  purfelves. 

The  like  engagenients  were  propo&d  to  many  other  powers,  which 
prqpo&ls  were  by  moft  of  them  accepted^  and  among  others  by  France^ 
apon  confideration  of  a  very  large  increafe  of  her  dominions ;  and  it 
was  hoped,  that  whatever  might  be  determined  by  the  Electors  with 
I  refped  to  the  imperial  dignity,  the  hereditary  dominions  to  the  Houfc 
of  Au&iisL  would  remain  in  the  fame  family,  and  that  France  would 
be  hindered  by  her  own  engagements  from  difturbing  the  peace  of 
the  empire. 

But  no  fooner  did  the  death  of  the  Emperor  give  the  enemies  of 
die  Houfis  of  Auftria  hopes  of  gratifying  without  danger  their  refent^ 
ment  and  ambition,  than  dimoSt  all  the  neighbouring  princes  began 
to  levive  their  pretenfions,  and  appeared  refolved  to  recover  by  force^ 
what  they  alledged  to  have  been  only  by  force  withheld  from  them. 
Araues  were  raifed  on  all  fides,  invafions  either  attempted  or  threat- 
i  encd  from  every  quarter,  and  the  whole  world  looked  upon  the 
I  daughter  of  Auftria  either  with  pity  or  with  joy,  as  unable  to  make 
si^  ftand  againil  the  general  confederacy,  and  under  a  ^ecei&ty  of 
yieidiog  to  the  moft  oppreffive  terms,  and  purchafing  peace  from  her 
caexaies  at  their  own  price. 

It  cannot  be  mentioned,  without  indignation,  that  this  univeri^d 
coobinadon  was  formed  and  condudted  bfthe  influence  of  the  French, 
who,  after  having  agreed  to  the  Pragmatic  Sandlibn,  omitted  no  en- 
deavours to  promote  the  violation  of  it  $  and  not  only  incited  the 
Bdghbouiing  princes  to  aflert  their  claim  by  promifes  of  aflifbnce, 
but  poured  numerous  armies  into  the  empire,  not  only  to  procure 
by  force,  and  without  the  leaft  regard  to  equity,  an  eleSion  in  favour 
;  ef  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  but  to  aflift  him  in  die  invafion  of  the  Au- 
ftriaa  donumons,  of  which  the  fettlement  had  been  ratified  by  their 

concur- 
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concurrence,  purchaied  at  a  price  which  might  juftlj  have  beea 
thought  too  great,  even  though  they  had  obferved  their  ftipulations. 

The  ideas  which  they  advanced  in  vindication  of  their  condud,  it 
is  not  ncceflary  to  relate;  fince,  however  artfully  they  may  be  formed, 
fbc  common  fenfe  of  mankind  muft  pefceive  them  to  be  falfe.  It  is 
to  no  purpofe,  that  they  declare  themfelves  not  to  have  receded  from 
their  promife,  becaufc  they  enter  the  empire  only  as  auxiliaries,  and 
their  troops  zSt  under  the  command  of  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria;  fince 
he  that  furnt(hes  troops  for  the  invadon  of  thofe  territories  which  be 
is  obliged  to  protefl,  may  very  juftly  be  confidered  as  an  invader ;  as 
he  who  affifts  a  thief,  partakes  the  guilt  of  theft. 

All  contracts.  Sir,  v^ether  between  ftates  or  private  perfons,  are 
to  be  underflood  according  to  the  known  intention  of  the  two  parties; 
and  I  fuppofe  it  will  not  be  pretended,  by  the  moft  hardened  advocate 
for  the  condufi  of  the  French,  that  the  late  Emperor  would  have 
purchafed,  at  fo  dear  a  rate,  their  acceffion  to  the  Pragmatic  Sandion, 
if  he  had  fuppofedythat  they  ftill  thought  themfelves  at  liberty  to  em- 
ploy all  their  treafure  and  their  force  in  affifting  others  to  violate  it. 

It  is  well  known,  that  an  unfuccefsful  wzc^  which  the  French  are 
likewife  fufpeded  of  affifting,  had,  a  ihort  time  before  die  death  of 
the  Emperor,  weakened  his  forces,  and  exhaufted  his  revenues ;  and 
that  therefore,  when  he  was  furprized  by  death,  he  left  his  family  im- 
poveriihed  and  defencelefs;  (b  that  his  daughter  being  without  money 
or  armies,  and  prefled  by  enemies  on  every  fide  of  her  dominions 
was  immediately  reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs  as  perhaps  flie  only  was  aUe 
to  fupport,  and  fuch  difficulties  as  no  other  would  have  entertained 
the  leaft  hope  of  being  able  to  furmount. 

In  the  firft  crulh  of  her  calamities,  when  (he  was  driven  by  die 
torrent  of  invafion  from  fortrels  to  fbrtrefs,  and  from  kingdom  to 
kingdom,  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  moflof  the  guarantees  of  die 
Pragmatic  Sandion  ftood  at  gaze,  witl^out  attempting  that  relief 
which  fbe  inceflantly  called  upon  them  to  afford  her ;  and  which  in<^ 
deed  they  could  deny  upon  no  other  pretence,  than  that  they  were  con- 
vinced it  would  be  inef{e£lual,  that  her  ruin  was  not  to  be  prevented, 
and  that  (he  muft  be  fwallowed  by  the  deluge  of  war,  which  it  ap^ 
peared  impoffible  to  refift  or  to  divert; 

The  Queen,  however,  determined  to  aflert  her  rights,  and  to  de- 
fend her  dominions  ;  and  therefore  aflembled  her  forces,  and  made 
fuch  oppofition,  that  fome  of  her  enemies  finding  the  war,  to  which 

Ihey 
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ftey  were  encouraged  only  hj  a  belief  of  the  certainty  of  fuccefs,  j 
fiksly  to  become  more  hazardous  than  they  expeded,  foon  defiled 
from  their, claims,  and  confented  to  peace  upon  moderate  conditions; 
;  and  the  moft  formtdabk  of  her  enemies^  being  alienated  from  the 
French  by  experience  of  their  treachery,  and  perhaps  intimidated 
by  die  bravery  of  his  enemies,  was  at  iaft  willing  to  become  neutral^ 
and  to  be  fattsfied  with  the  recovery  of  his  own  claims^  without 
affifting  the  £le£lor  of  Bavaria*    ^ 

Thus  far  has  this  iUuftrious  princefs  ftruggled  in  the  tempeft  of 
thecoQtinmt  with  very  little  ai&Rance  from  her  confederates  ;  but  it 
«nnot  be  fuppofed,  that  thcTe  violent  efforts  have  not  exhaufted  her 
Arength,  or  that  Che  mtift  not  be«  at  length  overpowered  by  the 
armies  which  the  French,  enraged  at  the  difappoiritmeht  x)f  their 
fchemes,  are  fending  againft  her.  She  ha^  an  inconteftible  Claim  to 
our  aMance,  promifed  by  the  moft  folemn  ftipiilations,  and  there- 
fore not  to  be  withheld  ttpon  any  views  of  prefent  advantage.  The 
prudence  and  magnanimity  which  (he  has  difcovered,  prove,  that  (he 
'  deferves  to  be  iupported  u|)ori  the  common  princi[jes  of  generofity, 
which  would  not  fulFer  a  brave  man  to  look  idly  tipon  a  heroine 
ibuggling  widi  multitudes ;  and  the  oppofition  which  file  has  been 
able  to  make  alone,  {hews  that  aififtance  will  not  be  vain. 

Tbefe  cDofideiiations,  tiiough,  fince  the  Senate  has  determined  to 
affift  ber^  they  are  not  immediately  neceffary  in  a  queftion  which  re- 
lates only  to  the  manner  in  which  that  afliftance  ibkll  be  given,  are 
fct  not  entirely  ufelefs ;  firice  they  may  contribute  to  overbalance 
any  prejudices  that  may  obftru£l  the  fchemes  which  have  been  formed,r 
and  quicken  the  endeavours  of  men  who  might  be  inclined  to  reje£t 
I  tbofe  counfels  to  which  any  fpecious  objei^ons  0iall  be  raifed,  or 
Id  lole  that  time  iodeliberation^  which  ought  to  be  employed  in  a&ion* 
As  the  affiftance  of  this  diftrcffcd  Princefs  has  been  already  voted 
'by  the  Seriate,  it  is  now  no  longer  to  be  enquired,  what  advantages 
;  can  be  gained  to  this  nation  by  protefling  her,  or  whether  the  benefite 
^ft  vidory  will  be  equivalent  to  the  hazards  of  war  i  Thefe  queftions 
tit  already  determined.     It  has  already  appeared  neceiTary  to  this 
\  Hotife^  to  leftorc  the  balance  of  power  by  preferving  the  Houfe  of 
^  Attftria  5  and  the  only  queftion,  therefore,  that  remains  is,  by  what 
fiieaiis  we  fiiail  endeavour  to  pjeferve  it  i  and  whether  the  means  that 
}kKt€  alreiRly  been  Ufed,  dtferve  ouc  approbation  i 
^    V#t^II,  B.  Among 
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Among  the  feveral  fchemcs  that  wer^  propoled  for  this  end,  it  ap** 
geared  moft  proper  to  the  miniftry  to^  form  an  army  in  the  Lovv 
Countries^  whence  they  might  he  ready  to  march  wherever  their 
prefence  might  be  required,  and  where  they  might  be  eaiUy  fupplied 
with  heceilaries.  This  army  was  to  be  raifed  with  eiqieditiiHi ;  die 
affairs  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  could  admit  of  no  deby  -,  auxiliary 
troops  were  therefore  to  be  hired,  and  it  appeared  to  diem  more  proper 
to  hire  the  troops  of  Hanover  than  of  any  other  nadon* 

That  the  affairs  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  would  admit  of  no  de« 
lay,  and  that  therefore  the  army  in  the  Low  Countries  was  very 
fpecdily  to  be  formed,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  one  dwt  comparei 
her  power  with  that  of  the  nation  againft  whiich  ibe  was  contending; 
a  nation  incited  by  a  long  train  of  fuccefs  to  afpire  to  univcrfal  mo- 
narchy i  a  nation  which  has  long  been  aflembling  armies,  and  accu* 
mutating  treafures,  in  order  to  give  law  to  the  reft  of  the  world ; 
which  had  for  many  years  ftood  againft  the  united  force  of  all  die 
bordering  powers,,  and  to  which  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  is  not  equal  in 
its  full  ftrength,  much  le&  when  its  treafures  had  been  exhaufted, 
and  its  troops  deftroyed  in  an  unfortunate  war  before  the  death  oi 
the  £mper#r  j  and  when  almoft  every  part  of  its  dominions  was 
threatened  by  a  particular  power,  and  the  troops  of  each  province 
were  employed  in  the  defence  of  their  own  towns ;  lb  that  no  great 
armies  could  be  >colleded,  becaufe  no  place  could  be  left  without 
defenders. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  Ai^ian  dominions,  when  the  troops  of 
France  broke  in  upon  them ;  and  in  this  ftate  it  muft  readily  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  neither  courage  nor  prudence  could  procure  fuccefs^ 
that  no  ftraugeins  could  long  divert,  nor  any  refiftance  repel  fuch 
fuperiority  of  power,  and  diat  therefore  rdief  muft  be  ipeedy,  to  he 
efficacious.  • 

7'hat  to  f)ring  the  relief  which  we  had  promifed,  with  expedido» 
fufficient  to  procure  any  advantages  to  our  ally,  to  preferve  her  pro*- 
vinces  from  being  laid  wafte,  her  towns  from  being  ftormed,  and  her 
armies  from  being  ruined  i  to  reprefs  the  confidence  of  the  French, 
and  recal  them  from  conquefts  to  the  defence  of  their  own  territoties, 
it.  was  apparendy  necd&ry  to  hire  foreign  troops ;  for  to  have  fent 
^ver  all  our  own  forces,  had  been  to  have  tempted  the  French  to 
ckmge  their  defignof  invading  the  Auftrian doinioions^ into  that qi 
.  .;.  .acucking 
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attacking  Britain,  ind  attempting  to  add  this  kingdom  to  their  other 
conquefts;  to  have  raifed  new  troops  with  expedition  equal  to  the 
neceffity  diat  demanded  them,  was  either  ahibltitely  impoffible,  or  at* 
leaft  very  difficult ;  and  when  raifed,  they  would  hare  been  only  new 
troops^  who,  whatever  might  be  theit"  courage,  would  have  been 
without  (kill  in  war,  and  would  therefore  have  been'  Sttruftcd  by 
fbok  whom  they  affiled,  and  defpifed  by  thofe  whom  they  oppoTed. 

NoAing  therefore  remained,  but  that  auxiliaries  fliould^b*?  tried, 
tfnd  the  only  queftion  then  to  be  decided,  was,  what  nation  Oiould  be 
Iblicited  to  fupply  us  i  Nor  was  this  fo  difficuk  to  be  anfwered  as  in 
former  times^  iince  there  was  not  the  ufual  liberty  of  choice  \  many 
«f  the  princes  who  fend  their  troops  to  fight  for  other  powers,  were 
at  that  time  either  influenced  by  the  promiies,  or  bribed  by  the 
money,  or  intimidated  by  the  forces  of  France  ;  fome  of  theaft  were 
engaged  in  (chemes  for  enlarging  their  own  dominions,  and  there* 
fore  were  unwilling  to  fupply  others  T^th  thofe  troops  for  which  they 
were  themfelves  .projcftrng  employment;  and,  perhaps,  of  feme 
others  it  might  reafonably  be  doubted,  whethefr  they  would  ndt  betray 
the  caufe  which  they  (hoald  be  retained  to  feipport,  and  whether  tihey 
would  not  in  fecrel  wift  the  depreffion  o(  the  Qj^ieert  of  Hungary, 
by  laeans  of  thofe  invaders  whom  they  promifed  td  refift;  - 

Sir,  amidft  all  thefe  confiderations,  which  there  was  not  time  com- 
pletely to  adjuft,  it  was  neceffary  to  t\jrn  their  eyes  upon  fome  power 
to  vHiich  none  of  tbcfe  objedions  could  be  made ;  and  therefore  they 
immediately  fixed  upon  the  Ele^orate  of  Hanover,  as  Tubje£t  to  the 
fame  Monarch,  and  which,  therefore,  the  troops  might  be  properly 
confidered  as  our  national  allies,  whofe  intereft  and  inclinations  muft 
be  tbe  fame  with  our  own,  and  whdfe  fidelity  might  be  warranted  by 
our  own  Sovereign. 

It  was  no  fmatl  advantage  that  the  contraA  for  thele  troops  could 
be  made  without  the  delay  of  tedious  negotiations;  that  they  were 
ready  to  lAarch  upon  the  fi^fl:  notice,  and  that  they  had  been  long 
learned  in  tbe  exafleft  difclpline. 

The  concurrence  of  ail  thefe  ctrcumftances,*  eafily  deterrnined  our 
ntniflers  in  theit  choice,  and  the  trdops  were  ordered  to  join  the 
Britons  in  the  low  countries  ^  a  ftep  which  fo  much  alarmed  tbe 
French,  that  they  no  longer  endeavoured  to  pufh  forward  their  con- 
quefts, nor  appeared  to  entertain  any  other  defign  than  that  of  de- 
IcBdiDg  themfelves,  and  returning  in  fafety  to  their  own  country. 

B^  a  SvLok 
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•  Such  ^as  the  condud  ^f  iMir  miniftry,  fucfa  were  tbeir  motive^ 
ftnd  fttcb  ha^  been  their  fuccefs;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  this  Houfe  will,, 
vpon  the  moft  rigorous,  examination^  fin(i  reafon  to  approve  botii 
tbetr  integrity  and  prudence*  Of  tbeir  integrity  they  could  give  no 
greate):  proof,  than  their  confidence  of  the  agreement  of  this  Houfe 
to  Bieafi4JK%  which,  though  conformable  in  general  to  our  reA>lu- 
tionsv  werfi;u>t  particularly  communicated  to  US;  becaufe^  ipdeed,  ie 
could  aotf  be  done  without  lofs  of  time,  which  it  was  necei&ry  to 
un  prove  with  the  utmofi:  diligence,  and  a  difco very  of  tho&  defigns^ 
which,  5^ght  only  to  be  known  by  the  enemy  after  they  were  cxe^ 
tetf^- .  Qf  their  prudence,  their  fuccefs  is  a  fuftcient  evidence;  and 
tberefoM  I  cannot  doubt  but  Gentlemen  will  give  a  ian&ion  to  their 
condufi,  by  providing,  according  to  die  eftimates  before  the  Com* 
mittee,  for.  the  iupport;  of  troops,  which  have  been  found  of  {<> 
jreat  uk* 

Lord  Powi^ETT  tt)fe  up  next,  and  fpoke  to  the  effefl  following  r 
»^Sir,  The  Honourabk  Gentleman  has  with  fo  much  clearneis  and 
elegance  ^(played  the  Aate  of  Europe,  explained  the  ncceffity  of 
hiring  foreign  troops,  and  fliewed  ^e  re^i»  for  which  the  troops  oC 
Hanover  ^erc  preferred  to  thofe  of  any  other,  nation,  that  I  believe 
it  no^  to  be  of  any  ufe  to  urge  other  arguments  than  thoiib  which  he 
]bks  produced. 

.  As  therefore  it  is  indifputaUy  oecefiary  to  hire  troops,  and  none 
can  be  hired  which  can  be  fo  fafely  trufted  as  tbofe  of  Hanover,  I 
•cannot  but  agree  with  the  Jligbt  Honourable  Gentleman,  that  this 
mcafure  of  his  Majefty  ought  to  be  fiipported. 

Sir  JaKN  St,  Aubyn  then  fpoke  as  follows  :•— Sir>  It  is  with  the 
greateft  diflict^ties  that  I  rife  it^  to  give  you  this  trouble,  and  parti- 
cularly after  the  Honourable  Gentleman  with  whom  I  am  fo  very 
uiiec|u4l  to  GOQtcnd.  Bf>t  when  my  alien t  is  required  to  a  propofition^, 
fo  big  with  mifchiefs,  of  fo  alarming  a  nature  to  this  country,  aad 
.which  I  think,  notwitbftan^ing  what  the  Honourable  Gentleman 
has  moft  ingenioufly  faid,  muft  detcrpiioe  from  this  very  day,  who 
deferves^  the  eharadlcr  and  s^^llation  of  a  Briton,  I  hope  y<m  will 
forgive  me,  if  1  take  this  laft  opportunity  which  perhaps  I  mayeVep 
haye  of  fpeaking  with  the  freedom  of  a  Briton  in  this  Affettbly. 

I  am  not  able  to  follow  the  Honourable  Gentleman. in  any  refiiit<^ 
mcnts  of  reafon  upon  our  foreign  afiairs  j  I  have  not  fubtilty  cnoii^ 
to  do  it,  nor  is  it  in  m^  way  as  a  private  couftUy  Oemleman.  But 

though 
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diough  country  Gentlemen  have  not  that  iagacity  in  buTih^ft,  and) 
for  iwant  of  proper  lights  being  afforded  uSy  the  penetration  of  mi* 
nxfters  into  public  aflUrs ;  yet  give  me  leave  to  £iy,  they  have  one 
kind  of  fenfe  which  minifters  of  ftate  feldom  have,  aiul  at  this  time 
it  is  of  fo  aciit«  a  nature,  that  it  muft  overthrow  the  arguments  of 
the  moft  refined  adminiflration ;  this  is  the  fenfe  of  fireling  the 
univerfal  diftrefles  of  their  country,  the  utter  incapacity  it  now  lies 
tinder  of  fuftaining  the  heavy  hardens  that  are  impofing  upon  it. 

This  I  take  to  be  the  firft,  the  great  objed  of  this  day's  debate. 
Confider  well  your  ftrength  at  home,  before  you  entangk  yourfelve* 
abroad ;  fm  if  you  proceed  without  a  fufficieat  degree  of  that,  your 
retreat  will  be  certain  and  (hameful,  and  may  in  the  end  prove  dan^^ 
gerous*  Without  this  firft,  this  heceilkry  pttnciple,  whatever  may 
be  the  machinations,  the  vifionary  ichemes  of  minifters,  whatever 
colourings  they  may  heighten  them  with,  to  miflead  our  imi^ina^ 
dons,  diey  will  prove  in  the  end  for  no  od»r  purpofe,  but  to  preci* 
picafie  this  nation,  by  empty  captivating  ibunds,  into  the  private  viewi 
and  intrigues  of  fome  men^  fo  low,  perhaps,  in  reputation  and  aii« 
ihority,  as  to  be^ab^ndoned  to  the  defperate  neceffity  of  founding 
their  ill  pofiefled  precarious  power  upon  the  ruins  of  this  country. 

Next  to  the  confideration  of  our  inward  domeftic  flrengtk,  what 
foreign  affifbnces  have  we  to  juflify  this  meafure  ?  Are  we  fure  of 
one  pofltive  adive  ally  in  the  world  ?  Nay,  are  not  we  morally  cer« 
tain  that  our  neareft,  moft  natural  ally,  difavows  the  proceeding,  and 
rtioies  to  co-operate  with  us  i  One  need  not  be  deep  rend  in  politics 
to  underftand,  that  when  one  ftate  feparates  itfelf  from  anpther,  to 
which  it  is  naturally  allied,  it  muft  be  for  this  plain  reafon,  diat  the 
interefl  is  deferted  which  Is  in  common  to  them  both.  And  it  is  an 
invariable  rule  in  this  country,  a  rule  never  to  be  departed  from, 
that  there  can  no  cauie  eidft  in  which  we  ought  to  engine'  on  the 
caotiaent,  without  tht  aid  and  affiftance  of  that  neighbouring  ftate. 
This  it  the  teft,  the  certain  mark,  by  which  I  fliall  }iu]ge,  ^j^  the 
iatereft  of  this  country  is  not  at  prefent  the  objeA  in  purfuit. 

Is  any  man  then  wild  enough  to  imagine,  that  the  acceffion  of 
fixtnn  thoitiand  Hanoverian  mercenaries  will  compenfate  for  the  lofs 
of  thb  natural  aHy?  No;  but  it  is  faid  that  this  indicates  fach  a 
frnuieis  and  resolution  within  ourfelves,  that  it  will  induce  them 
to  come  in.  Sir,  if  they  had  any  real  proofs  «of  our  firmnets 
and  refoltttiont  that  the  intereft  of  this  country  was  to  bo 
poriiicd,  I  dare  iay  they  would  not  long  hefitate^    But  they  look 

R  3  '     c^    with 
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v/ith  a  jealous  eye  upon  riiis  meafure,  they  conHder  it  as  ap  ar« 
gumenc  of  your  weaknefs^  bccaufe  it  is  contrary  |o  the  genius  and 
•  fpirit  of  this  Country,  and  may  therefore  Icifcn  his  Majcfty  in  the 
afFcftions  of  his  people. 

They  have  for  foroe  years  paft  boked  upon  a  Britifii  parliament  as 
the  corrupt  engine  of  adminiftration,  toexhauft  the  riches,  and  im- 
pair the  ftrengtb  of  this  country.  They  haye  heard  it  talk  loudly 
indeed  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  when  it  was  in  your  power  to  have 
raifed  her  to  that  fiate,  in  which  ibe  was  properly  to  be  coniidered 
as  the  fupport  of  the  balance  of  Europe,  if  tj^mid  neutralities  had  no| 
intrrv^ned,  and  our  uaval  flrength  had  properly  inrerpofed  to  her 
ai&ilance. 

Tbeybave  lately  looked  upon  this  parliaqient,  and  with  the  joy  otf 
a  natural*  ally  they  have  done  it,  refenting  your  injuries,  bravely 
wiibfbinding  the  power^  that  you  might  reftore  the  authority  of 
your  government,  deqianding-conftitutional  fecuritjes,  appointing  a 
pariiamentari  Comfnitte^  for  inquiry  and  juftice.  Sir^  they  now 
kt.^iMt  inquiry  fuppreQed,  an^l  juftice  disappointed.  In  this  fitua- 
tion,  what  expectations  can  we  form  of  their  acceffion  to  us  ;  talking 
bigly  indeed  of  vindicating  foreign  rights,  but  To  weak  and  impotent 
.  at  home,  as  not  to  be  able  to  recover  our  own  privileges  ? 

.  liut  this*  meailire  is  fatd  to  i>e  undertaken  in  confequence  of  tho 
advice  of  parliament. — There  has-  been  great  ftrefs  laid  upon  this-— 
it  has  been  loudly  proclaimed  from  the  Throne,  echoed  back  again 
from  hence,  and  the  whole  nation  is  to  be  amufed  with  an  opinion,  ^ 
that  tipon  this  meafure,  the  fate  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  balance: 
and  liberties  of  £urope,  the  falvation  of  this  country,  depend. 

But  was  this  fktal  meafure  the  recommendation  of  parliament,  or 
was  it  the  o^sprtng  of  Come  bold  entcrprizing  minifter,  hatdicd  in. 
'the  interval  of  parliament,  under  the  wings  of  prerogative;  daring» 
to  prcfume  upoii  the  corruption  of  this  Houfe,  as  the  neceflary  mean& 
of' his  adminiftration?  The  obje<^  indeed -might  be  recommended, 
but  if  any  wrong  meafure  is  undertaken  to  attain  it,  that  meafure 
fure)y  Ihould  be  dropt ;  for  it  is  equally  culpable  to  purfue  a  good 
end  by  bad  meafures,  as  it  is  a  bad  end  by  thofe  that  are  honeft. 

Bu(  as  to  the  Addrefs,  I  wiih  Gentlemen  would  a  little  confider 
^  the  occafion  which  produced  it. '  Sir,  it  proceeded  from  the  warmth* 
of  expeifiation,  the  exultation  of  our  hearts,  immediately  after,  and 
with  the  bane  breath  that  you  eftablifhed  your  Committee  of  In- 
quiry ^  and  it.is  .noforce4  conftrudlion  to  fay,  t^iat  it  carries  this. 

tcftimpny 
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ftSimonyalong  with  tt^  that  juitionsd  fecurities  and  granting  fup« 
plies  were  reciprocal  teriQS. 

But,  Sir,  I  muft  owji  for  my  part,  was  the  occafion  never  fo 
cogent,  Hanoverian  auxiltarits  are  the  laft  that  I  would  vote  into 
firitiih  pay;  not  upon  the  confideration  only,  that  we  ought  other-c 
irife  to  exped  their  affiftance,  and  that  we  ihould  rather  make  Aire 
of  others  that  might  be  engagied  againft  us ;  but  from  this  melan* 
choly  apprehenfion,  that  adminiftrations  will  for  ever  have  fagacity 
enough  to  find  out  fucb  pretences,  that  we  may  find  it  difficult  to 
get  rid  of  them  again. 

Beftdes,  the  Eledor  of  Hanover,  as  £le£br  of  Hanover,  is  an 
arbitrary  prince ;  his  eledoral  army  is  the  inftrumcnt  of  that  power  ; 
as  Ktflg  of  Great-Britain  he  is  a  reftrained  Monarch.  And  though 
I  don't  fuiped  his  Majefty,  and  I  dare  (ay  the  hearts  of  the  Briti£l| 
Mdiery  are  as  yet  free  and  untainted,  yet  I  fear  that  too  long  an  in* 
tercottrie  may  beget  a  dangerous  familiarity,  and  they  may  hereafter 
kecome  a  joint  inftrument^  under  a  left  gracious  prince,  to  invade 
our  liberties. 

His  Majefty,  if  he  was  rightly  informed,  I  dare  fay  would  foon 

perceive  the  danger  of  the  propofition  which  is  now  before  you* 

But  as  be  has  every  other  virtue,  he  has  undoubtedly  a  moft  paf« 

donate  love  for  his  native  country,  a  pafSon  which  a  man  of  any 

ieillation  can  hardly  diveft  himfelf  of;  and.  Sir,  it  is  a  paffion  the 

more  eafily  to  be  flattered,  becaufe  it  arifes  from  virtue.    I  wiih 

that  diofe  who  have  the  honour  to  be  of  his  councils,  would  imitate 

bi$  royal  example,  and  ihew  a  paffion  for  their  native  country  too ; 

that  they  would  iiaitbfully  ftand  forth  and  fay,  that^  as  King  of  this 

country,  whatever  interefts  may  interfere  with  it,  this  country  is  to 

be  bk  firft,  his  principal  care  ^  that  in  the  a£i  of  fettlement  this  is 

aa  exprels  condition.    But  what  fluggiib  fenfations,  what  foul  heaHf 

^Buft  thofe  men  have,  who,  inftead  of  conducting  his  Majefty's  right 

principles,  addrefs  themfelves  to  his  paeons,  and  mifguide  his  pre* 

jvdices  ?  making  a  voluntary  overture  of  the  ri^ts  and  privileges  of 

tbeir  country,  to  obtain  favour,  and  £ecure  themfelves  in  power ; 

ttifconftruing  that  as  a  (econdary  confideration,  which  in  their  own 

bearu  they  know  to  be  the  firft.* 

Sir,  we  have  ah-eady  loft  many  of  thole  benefits)  and  reftriCtion^ 
which  were  obtained  for  us  by  the  revolution,  and  the  ad  of  fettle* 
fBcnt*    For  God's  fake,  let  us  proceed  no  farther.    But  if  we  are 
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thus  td  go  on,  and  if,  to  procure  the  graPce  and  favour  of  the  Crown^ 
this  is  to  become  the  pattering  meafure  of  every  Aicccffive  admu 
niftration,— — this  country  is  undone  \ 

Mr.  Bladen  then  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  foUowtng  purport:-^ 
Sir,'  If  zeal  were  any  fccurity  againft  error,  I  ihw\d  not  Vfiffingly 
oppcfe  the  Honourable  Gencleman  who  has  n<tw  declared  his  fenti> 
ments  -,  and  declared  them  with  fuch  ardour,  as  can  hardly  ]k  pro- 
duced but  by  fincerity  ;  and  of  whom  therefore  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
that  he  hss  delivered  his  real  opinion ;  that  he  fears  from  the  meafures 
which  he  cenfures,  vpry  great  calamities ;  that  be  thinks  the  publiq^ 
tranquilKty  in  danger  j  and  believes  that  bis  duty  to  bi9  couAtry 
obliged  him  to  fpeak  on  this  occafion  with  unufual  y^h^mence, 

3ut  I  am  too  well  acquainted  with  his  candor  to  imagine,  that  he 
expe6ls  his  aflertions  to  be  any  farther  regarded  than  they  convioce; 
or  that  he  defires  to  debar  pthprs  from  the  fame  freedom  of  reafon 
which  he  has  himfelf  ufed.  1  fliall  therefore  proceed  to  examiflQ 
bis  opinion,  and  to  ihew  the  rcafons  by  which  I  am  induced  tx> 
differ  from  him. 

The  arguments  upon  which  he  has  chiefly  infified,  are  the  dange( 
of  hiring  the  troops  of  Hanover  in  any  circumftances^  and  the  im- 
propriety of  hiring  them  now  without  the  previous  approbation  of 
ti>e  Senate. 

The  danger  of  taking  into  our  pay  the  forces  of  Hanover,  the 
contrariety  of  this  condudl  to  the  zBt  of  fettlcmenit^  and  the  io« 
fradion  of  our  natural  privileges,  and  the  violation  of  our  liberties 
which  is  threatened  by  it,  have  been  aflerted  in  very  firong  terras, 
but  I  think  not  proved  with  proportionate  force;  for  we  have  beard 
no  regular  dedufifion  of  confequences  by  which  this  danger  might 
be  fhewn,  nor  have  been  informed,  how  the  engagement .  of  fixteeii 
|)ioufand  Hanoverians  to  fervc  us  againft  France  for  the  eniuinj^ 
year,  can  be  coiifidered^  more^deftruclive  to  our  liberties  than  of 
any  other  forces. 

'  .  It  is  indeed  inftnuated,  that  this  condu£l  will  furnifli  a  dangerous 
precedent  of  preference  granted  to  Hanover  above  odier  nations  s  and 
that  diis  preference  may  gradually  be  advanced,  till  in  time  Hanover 
may  by  a  fervile  miniftry  be  preferred  to  Britain  itfelf,  and  that  there- 
fore ^i  fiich'  partiality  ought  to  be  crulfaed  in  the  beginnings  afid  its 
authors  purTued  with  indignation  and  abhorrence* 
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Vm  to  piefer  the  intereft  o£  Hani>ver  to  ths|t  <^  BHuin  would  lp« 
111  a  very  high  <kgcee  criminal  in' a  Britifh  miniftry,  I  believe  no. 
mm  in  this  Houfe  wiU  go  about  to  deny }  but  if  no  better  proof  cw^ 
be  produced^  that  fuch  preference  is  intended  th^n  the  contrast  which 
«e  are  now  defired  to  ratify,  it  may  be  with  reafoii  hoped,  that  jf^ch 
atrocious  treachery  is  yet  at  a  great  diftance ;  for  how  does  the  hire  of 
Hanoixrian  troops  ihew  any  preference  jpf  Hanover  tQ  Qritain  ? 

The  uoops  of  Hanover  are  not  hired  by  the  miniftry  as  bravj^r  or. 
piore  fkilful  than  thofe  of  our  own  country;  they  arei  not  hifcd  t/s^ 
command  pr  to  inftrud,  but  to  affift  us  -,  nor  cai|  I  difcover,  fi^j^, 
pofing  it  poffible  to  have  raifed  with  equal  expedition  the  f^n^ 
number  of  forces  in  our  own  country,  how  the  minidry  cat\.be 
diaiged  with  preferring  the  Hanoverians  by  expofuig  them  xa  danger 
and  fatigue. 

But  if  it  be  confeflfed,  diat  fuch  numbers  would  not  |k)ffibly  be 
faiftd,  or^  at  leaflr,  not  pofiUy  dlTciplined  with  the  expedition  that 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  required,  it  will  be  foufid,  that  the  Hano- 
verians were  at  moft  not  preferred  to  our  owa  nation  but  to  other 
fcitigners,  and  for  fuch  preference  reaibns  have  been  already  givea 
which  I  fhall  efleem  conclufilve,  till  I  hear  them  confuted. 

The  other  obje^on  on  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  thought  'ii 
proper  to  infift,  was  the  negleA  of  demanding  Yrom  the  Senate  a  pre. 
Vious  approbation  of  the  contract  which  is  now  before  us  ;  a  negled> 
in  his  opinion,  fo  criminal,  that  the  miniftry  cannot  be.  acquitted  of 
arbitrary  government,  of  fquandering  the  public  money  by  thdr  own 
caprice,  and  of  alTuming  to  thcmfelves  the  whole  powcr,of.  go- 
vernment. 

But  the  proof  of  this  enormous  ufurpation  has  not  yet  been  prO"- 
'uced;  for  it  does  not  yet  appear,  that  there  was  time- to  cbmmuiii-* 
cate  their  defigns  to  the  Senate,  or  that  they  wouU  not  have  been  de- 
feated by  communication ;  and  therefore  it  is  yet  not  evident,  but 
^  when  they  are  cenfured  for  not  having  laid  their  fcheme  before 
Che  Senate,  they  are  condemned  for  omitting  what  was  not.poffibly  to 
be  done,  or  what  could  not  iiave  been  done,  without  betraying  their 
^fti  and  injuring  their  country. 

It  is  allowed,  that  the  Senate  had  refolved  to  affift  the  Queen  of 
Htngtty,  and  therefore  nothing  remained  for  the  minifters  but  to 
execute  with  their  utmoftaddrefs  the  refolution  that  had  been  formed; 
if  for  the  proiccution  of  this  def]gn  they  ihouU  be  fouad  to  h^v* 
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erred  in  their  cJioice  of  means,  their  miftakes,  iinlefs  {bme  ill  defigns 
may  juftly  be  fufpcflcd,  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  frailty  of  humaa 
nature,  and  rather  to  be  pitied^  and  relieved  as  misfortunes,  thtn 
puntihed  as  crimes. 

Bot  I  doubt  not,  that  in  the  courfe  of  our  deliberations,  we  {halt 
find  reafon  for  concluding  that  they  have  a£led  npt  only  with  fidelity 
but  prudence  i  that  they  have  chofen  the  means  by  which  the  great 

^  end  which  the  Senate  propofed,  the  fuccour  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, and  confequently  the  re-eftabliihment  of  the  balance  of  pdwer 
Will  be  moft  edily  attained,  and  that  they  have  taken  into  the  pay  ni 
this  nation  thofe  troops  which  may  be  tnifted  with  the  greateft  iccu- 
n^,  as  they  have  the  fame  Prince,  and  the  fame  intereft. 
.  But  the  Hon.  Geotleman  appears  inclined  to  advance  a  new 
<dodrine,  and  to  infmuate,  that  when  any  vote  is  pafled  by  the  Senate, 
the  minifters  are  to  fuppofe  fome  conditions  which  are  to  be  obfervcd, 
though  they  were  never  mentioned,  and  without  which  the  voice  o( 
the  Senate  is  an  empty  found.  In  purfuaoce  of  this  fuppofitiony  ^ 
calls  upon  us  to  recoiled  the  time  and  circumftances  in  which  d^is 
note  was  pafled ;  he  reminds  us,  that  the  conceffion  vras  made  ia  s 
fodden  exultation  of  our  hearts,  in  the  raptures  of  triumph,  and  ami^il 

.    the  (hottts  of  conqueft,  iriien  every  man  was  forming  expe&ations 

which  have  never  been  gratified,  and  planning  fchemes  which  could 

never  be  perfected. 

He  ieepis  dierefore  to  think,  that  our  minifters  infidioufly  took  ad* 

vantage  of  our  intoxication,  and  betrayed  us  in  a  fit  of  tboughdeb 

jollity  to  a  promife,  which  when  made,  we  hardly  underfiocd,  and 

which  we  may  therefore  now  retraA.     He  concludes,  that  the  coa- 

ceffipn  which  might  then  efcape  us  ought  not  to  have  been  foatcbed 

by  our  minifters,  and  made  the  foundation  of  their  coodud,  becauiir 

&ey  knew  it  was  made  upon  falfe  fuppofitions,  and  in  profpe£t  of  ^ 

nocompence  that  never  would  be  granted* 

Ihopc  there  is  no  necei&ty  for  declaring,  that  this  reafoning  caiuidt 

iafdy  be  admitted,  fince  if  the  vote  of  the  Senate  be  not  a  fufficieiit 

vajcfant  for  any  meafure,  no  man  can  undertake  the  adminiftrati<>A 

of  our  affairs,  and  that  government  which  no  man  will  venturp  t<l 

ferve  muft  be  quickly  at  an  end. 

.  For  my  part,  I  know  not  how  the  nation  ord^e  Senate  has  beta 

dlifiqopointed  of  any  ]uft  expedations,  nor  can  I  conceive  that  any  bA 

dtflppointmentsiracate  their  votes  or  anpul  their  refdutiens^  and  tbct^' 

fore 
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hrc  I  cann<A  but  think  the  miniftiy  fufficiently  juftified^  if  they  can 
fliew  that  they  have  not  deviated  from  them. 

Lord  QuARRNDON  fpo^e  next  to  the  efkSt  fdlowing  :-^Sir,  I  am 
to  far  from  thinking  that  the  paft  condufi  or  the  prefcnt  propofals  of 
die  miniftry  deferve  approbation,  that,  in  my  opinion,  all  the  argu* 
ments  which  have  been  produced  in  their  favour  are  apparently  fid- 
lacious,  and  evep  the  pofitions  on  which  they  are  founded^  and  which- 
are  laid  down  as  uncontrovertible,  are  generally  &Ue^-  '   - 

It  is  firft  aflerted,  that  we  are  indifpenlably  obliged  to  alBift  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  againft  France,  and  to  fupport  her  in  thepof* 
fti&on  of  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  Auftrian  Houie,  and  from 
thence  is  precipitately  interred  the  necoffity  of  aflembling  armies,  and 
hiring  mercenaries,  of  exhatifting  our  treafure,  and  heaping  ntw 
burthens  upon  4ie  public. 

That  we  concurred  with  other  powers  in  promifing  to  fupport  the- 
I^gmatic  San&lon  is  not  to  be  denied,  nor  dpi  intend  to  snfinuate, 
that  the  faith  of  treaties  ought  not  ftritSlIy  to  be  kept ;  but  we  are  not' 
oUiged  to  perform  more  than  we  promifed,  or  take  upon  ourfelves 
the  burdien  which  was  to  be  fupported  by  the  united  ftrcngth  of  many 
potentates,  and  of  which  we  only  engaged  to  "bear  a  certain  part. 
Wc  ought  undoubtedly  to  furnilh  the  troops  which  we  promifed,  and 
ought  to  have  fent  them,  when  they  were  firft  demanded  ;  but  there  is 
no  ncccffity  that  we  (hould  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  every  other 
power,  ^  that  we  fhould  determine  to  fland  alone  in  defisnce  of  the 
Pragmatic  San&ion ;  that  we  (hould  by  romantic  generofity  impoverifh 
gor  country,  and  entail  upon  remoteft  pofterity  poverty  and  taxes* 
Wc  ought  to  be  honeft  at  all  events,  we  are  at  liberty  likewife  to  bo 
generous  at  6ur  own  expence,  but  I  think  we  have  hardly  a  right  t(y 
boaft  of  our  liberality,  when  we  contrail  debts  for  the  advantage  of 
the  Hottfe  of  Auftria,  and  leave  them  to  be  paid  by  the  induftry  or 
frugality  of  fucceeding  ages. 

It  is  therefore  at  leaft  dubious,  whether  we  ought  to  hazard  morr 
than  we  promifed  in  defence  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  condquentlj 
the  firft  propofition  of  thofe  who  have  undertaken  the  defence  of  the 
miniftry  requires  to  be  better  eftabliihed,  before  it  becomes  the  bafiiy 
of  an  argument. 

But  though  it  be  allowed,  that  we  ought  to  exceed  our  ftipulations, 
and  engage  more^deeply  in  this  caufe  than  we  have  promifed,  I  cannot 
yct4&icover  upon  w.hat  principles  it  can  be  proved,  thatfixteen  thou«- 
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iaiKi  Hanoverians  <Hight  to  bo^  hired.  Why  were  not  oiur  troops  feat 
which  have  been  fo long maia^ained  at  home  onlyfbr  oppreffion nA 
ihow  i  Why  have  tbey  not  at  laft  been  (hewn  the  ufe  of  thofe 
weapons  which  they  have  fo  long  carried^  and  the  advantages  of  that 
exerctfe  which  they  have  been  taught  to  perform  With  fi>  much  ad- 
drefs  ?  Why  have  they  not  at  length  been  ihewn  for  what  they  bad  b 
long  received  their  pay,  and  informed^  that  the  duty  of  a  foldier  is 
not  wholly  performed  by  ftrutting  at  a  review? 

If  it  te  urged,  that  fo  great  a  number  could  not  be  fent  out  of  the 
kingdom  without  expofing  it  to  infults  and  irruptions,  let  it  be  re- 
membered bow  Anall  a  force  was  found  fufficient  for  the  defence  of 
the  kingdom  in  the  late  war,  when  the  French  were  matters  of  t 
^fleet  vtrluch  difputed  for  many  years  the  empire  of  the  fea ;  and  it  will 
appear,  whether  it  ought  to  be  imputed  to  prudence  4>r  to  cowardice, 
that  Qur  minifters  cannot  now  think  the  nation  fafe  without  thrice  At 
number,  though  our  fleets  cover  the  ocean,  and  fteer  £rom  one  coaft 
to  another  without  an  enemy. 

But  to  ibew  more  fully  the  infufficiency  of  the  vindication  which 
has  been  attempted,  and  prove,  that  no  conceffion  will  enable  die 
miniftry  to  defend  their  fchemes,  even  this  aiTertion  fliall  be  admitted. 
We  will  allow  for  the  prefent,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  garrifon  an  iiland 
with  numerous  forces  againft  an  enemy  that  has  no  fleet.  I  willgrant^ 
that  invaders  may  be  conveyed  through  the  air,  and  that  the  formida* 
ble,  the  deteftable  Pretender  may  by  fome  fubterraneous  paffag^ 
enter  this  kingdom,  and  dart  on  a  fudden  into  the  Throne.  Yet 
will  not  all  tbts  liberality  avail  our  minifters,  fmce  it  nuy.be  objeded, 
that  new  forces  might  eafily  have  been  raifed,  and  our  own  ifland 
b^ebaen  at  once  defended,  and 'the  Queen  of  Hungary  aiSfied  bj 
oiir  native  troops. 

Since  the  neceffity  of  expedition  is  urged,  it  may  reafonably  be  en* 
quired,  what  it  was  that  appeared  fo  immediately  neceflary,  or  what 
has  been  brought  to  pals  by  this  woodeiful  expedition  i  Was  it  ne« 
ceiTary  to  form  an  army  to  do  nothing  ?  Could  not  an  expedition  in 
which  nothing  was  performed,  in  which  nothing  was  attempted,  have 
been  decayed  for  a  fhort  time,  and  might  nof  thp  Queen  of  Hungary 
have  been  preferved  equally,  whether  the  troops  of  her  allies  flept  and 
.^iccened  in  her  country  or  their,  own  f 

/  Nothmg  furely  can  be  more  ridiculous  tftan  to  expadate  upon  die 

necefSty  of  raifing  with  fav^dition'ao  ufeiefe  body  of  forces,  which 

!  '  *  has 
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•ktts  only  been  a  burthen  to  the  country  in  which  it  has  been  ftatloned, 
and  for  which  pay  k  now  demaoded,  though  they  have  neither  fecn 
a  fiege  nor  a  battle  ;  though  they  have  made  no  attempt  ^emielyet, 
•or  hindered  any  that  m^t  hava  been  made  by  the  enemy. 

To  make  this  plea  yet  more  contemptible^  we  are  informed^  that  if 
we  had  raifed  an  army  of  our  countrymen^  they  would  hare  been  un- 
acquainted mth  arms  and  difcipline,  and  therefore  they  could  not 
have  done  what  has  been  done  by  thefe  far-famed  Hanoverians.  This 
indeed  I  cannot  underftand^  having  never  found,  that  the  Britons 
-needed  any  documents  or  rules  to  enable  them  to  eat  and  drink  at  the 
axpence  of  others,  to  balk  in  the  fun,  or  to  loiter  in  the  flrcet,  or 
perform  any  of  the  wonders  that  may  be  afcrrbed  to  our  new  auxili«- 
-aries  ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  but  thiltk,  that  all  the  actions  of  the 
four  months  for  which  thofe  forces  exped  to  be  paid,  might  have 
been  brought  to  pafs  by  new  raifed  Bdtons,  who  might  in  the  mean 
time  have  learned  their  exercife,  and  have  been  made* 'equal. to  any 
other  ibldiers  that  had  never  feen  a  battle. 

But  if  foreign  troops  were  necefiary,  I  am  ftUl  at  a  Io6  to  find  out 
why  thofe  of  Hanover  were  chofen,  fmce  it  appears  to  me,  that  by 
hiring  cfut  his  troops  to  Britain,  our  monarch  only  weakens  one  hand 
to  ftrengthen  the  other.  It  might  be  expeded,  that  he  (houM  have 
emi^oyed  thefe  troops  againft  France  without  hire,  fince  he  is  not 
left  obliged,  either  by  treaty  or  policy,  to  proted  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
as  dedor  of  Hanover,  than  as  King  of  Britain. 

Snce  therefore  the  troops  of  Hanover  were  hired,  widiout  the 
cooient  of  the  Senate,  they  have  hitherto  performed  nothing ;  and 
fince  it  it  reaibnable  toexped,  that  without  being  paid  by  Britain  they 
wiH  be  employed  againft  the  French,  I  think  |t  expedient  to  difchargt 
them  from  our  fervice,  and  to  delay  the  pay  which  is  required  for  the 
bft  ibar  motiths>  till  it  Ihall  appear  how  they  have  deferred  it. 

Mr.  Fox  then  rofe  and  fpoke  to  the  following  purport  :^fSir, 
Though  die  obfervations  of  the  Right  Hon.  Gentlemari  muft  Ea 
allowed  to  be  ingenious,  and  though  the  eloquence  with  which  he 
ins  ddivercd  them,  naturally  excites  attention  and  regard,  yet  I- am 
eUiged  ta  dedare,  that  I  have  received  rather  pkafure  than  con- 
yiSHoa  irom  hit  oratorjr^  and  that  while  lapptaud  his  imagination  and 
1m  dafidoo,  I  cannot  but  conchide,  tbit  they  have  been  employed  in 
Upon  error. 
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I  fhall  not  indeed  attempt  to  confute  every  ailertibn  which  I  think 
felfe,  or  deteck  the  fallacy  of  every  argument  which  appears  to  me 
fophiftical,  but  {hall*  leave  to  others  the  prbvrnce  of  (hewing  the 
neceflity  oT  engaging  in  the  war  on  the  continent^  of  employing  a 
large  force  for  the  preiervation  of  the  Houfe  'of  Auftria,  and  of  form- 
ing that  army  with  the  utmofl  expedition,  and  of  taking  atudiiaries 
into  our  pay,  and  confine  mjrfelf  .to  tiiis  fingle  queftion,  whether, 
{uppofing  auxiliaries  necefTary,  it  yrz%  not  prudent  to  hire  the  troops 
6f  Hanover? 

Nothing  can  be,  in  my  opinion,  more  apparent,  than  that  if  die 
neceffity  of  hiring  troops  be  allowed,  which  fnrely  cannot  be  quct 
ttoncd,  the  troops  of  Hanover  are  to  be  chofcn  before  any  other,  and 
that  the  miiiiftry  confulted  in  ttieir  refolutions  the  real  intereft  of  their 
country,  as  well  as  that  of  our  ally. 

7'h^  great  argument  which  has  in  all  ages  been  ufed  againfi  mer- 
cenary troops,  is  the  fufpicion  which  may  juftly  be  entertained  of  dierr 
fidelity.  Mercenaries,  it  isobfervcd,  fight  only  for  pay,  without  any 
affection  for  the  maSer  whom  they  ferve,  without  any  zeal  for  die 
caufe- which  they  efpoufe,  and  without  any  profpeA  of  advantage 
from  iuccefs,  .more  than  empty  praifes,  or  the  plunder  of  die  fidd, 
and  therefore  have  no  motives  to  incite  them  againft  danger,  nor 
any  hopes  to  fiipport  them  in  fatigues  i  that  they  can  iofe  nothing  by 
flight,  but  plunder,  nor  by  treachery,  but  honour  ^  acnd  that  there"* 
fore  they  have  nothing  to  throw  into  the  balance  agatnft  the  love  of 
lAy  or  the  temptations  of  a  bribe,  and  will  never  be  able  to  fiand 
againft  men  that  fight  for  their  native  country  under  this  command  of 
Generals  whom  theyefteem  and  love,  and  whom  they  caimotdciert 
or  difobey,  without  expofing  themfclves  to  perpetual  exile,  or  to 
capital  puniihment. 

Thefe  arguments  have  alwrays  been  of  great  force,  and  therefore 
that  nation  whofe  defence  has  been  entrufted  to  foreigners,  has  always 
.been  thought  in  danger  of  ruin*  Yet  there  have  been  ccnytinfture^ 
2A  which  almoft  every  ftate  has  been  obliged  to  rely  u))on  mercenaries, 
and  in  compliance  with  inraiediate  iTeceffity,  to  depend  upon  the 
fidelity  of  thofe  who  bad  no  particular  intereft  in  fu{^Fting  them, 
^ut  with  much  greater  reafon  may  we  tnift  tfaefiiccefs  of  the  prefent 
^ar,  in  fome  degree,  to  the  iroops<^  Hanover,  as  diey  are  perba{S 
the  only  foreign  forces  againft  which  the  arguments  abcady  recttd 
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ire  of  Ao  force.  Thcjr  are  fonigners,  indeed,  as  they  are  born  iti 
another  country,  and  governed  by  laws  difierent  from  ours ;  but  tbey 
arc  the  fubje£b  of  the  fiiine  prince,  and  therefore  naturally  fight  under 
tlie  fame  command;  they  have  the  &me intereft  widi  onrfelves  in  the 
prefent  conteft,  they  have  tiie  fiime  hopes  and  the  faoie  fears,  they 
fftcommend  themielvea  equally  to  tbeir  Sovereign  by  their  bravery, 
«nd  can  neither  dificover  cowardice  nor  treachery,  without  ftifiering 
til  the  puntfliment  that  can  be  feared  by  our  native  troops,  fince  theif 
conduct  muft  be  cenfured  by  the  (ame  prince,  of  whofe  approbation 
diey  are  equally  ambitious,  and  of  wfaofe  difpleafure  they  are  equally 
afraid. 

As  to  the  troops  which  any  neutral  prince  might  furmih,  there 
would  be  reafon  to  fear,  that  either  for  4arger  pay,  or  upon  any  cafual 
difpute  that  might  ariie,  they  might  be  withdrawn  from  oi>r  fervice 
when  tbey  were  moft  needed,  or  transferred  to  the  enemy  at  a  time 
when  his  diftrefs  might  compel  him  to  offer  high  terms,  and  wbea 
therefore  there  was  a  near  profpe<Sl  of  an  advantageous  peace.  Btit 
of  the  troops  ctf*  Hanover  no  fuch  fufpicion  can  be  formed,  fince  they' 
cannot  engage  againft  us  without  rebeUing  againft  their  prince }  for 
k  cannot  be  imagbed,  that  his  Majefly  will  fight  on  one  fide  as 
£le£lor  of  Hanover,  and  on  the  other  as  King  of  Britain;  or  that  he 
will  obftmA  the  fuccefs  of  his  ovm  arms,  by  fuhiilhing  die  troops  of 
Hanover  to  the  enemies  of  this  kingdom. 

It  therefore  appears  ytry  evident,  .that  we  have  more  to  hope  apd 
lefii  to  fear  from  the  troops  of  Hanover,  than  from  any  other ;  fince 
tbey  have  the  fame  reafon  with  ourfelves  to  defire  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  and  to  dread  the  increafing  greatnefe  of  the 
Frendi ;  and  that  they  can  be  fufpeded  neither  of  treachery  nor  de- 
fertion.  It  is  not  very  confident  with  that  candour  with^  which  every 
nan  ought  to  difpute  on  public  afEurs,  to  cenfiire  thofe  mcafures 
which  have  been  propofed,  without  propofing  others  that  are  more 
eligible ;  for  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  promote  the  bufineb  of 
the  public ;  nor  do  I  know  Why  he  that  employs  hi^  fagacity  only 
to  obftrud  ity  fliottld  imagine,  diat  he  is  of  any  ufe  in  the  national 
council. 

doubt  not  but  I  ^haU  hear,  many  ol]}edions  againft  the  ufe  of  tbefe 
troops,  and  that  19611  this  queftion,  virulence  and  ridicule  will  be 
aqually  empbjftd.  But  for  my  part,  I  ihall  be  little  .aieded  eitbkr 
viA  die  laughter  that  may  be  laifed  by  Ibme,  or  the  indignation  that 

may 
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may  be  exprefled  by  others,  but  fliall  vote  (or  fhe  contimtance  of 
iliele  meafures  till  better  ihaQ  be  propoTed ;  andihall  tbink,  that  thcfe 
troopB  ought  to  be  retained,  uniefs  it  can  be  fiiewn,  that  any  others 
nay  be  had,  who  may  be  Icfs  dangerous,  or  of  greater  ufc. 

Mr,  Pitt  then,  rofe  up,  and  (poke  in  fubftatice  as  follows :— Sir, 
If  the  Honourable  Qentleman  determines  to  abandon  his  prefect 
.  ientiments  as  fdon  as  any -better  Ofieafures  arepropofed,  I  cannot  but 
believe,  that  the  minifiry  will  very  quickly  be  deprived  of  one  of  their 
abbft  defenders ;  for  I  think  the  meafures  which  bave  hitherto  been 
purfued  fe  weak  and  pernicioih,  that  fcarcely  any  alteration  can  be 
propofed,  that  will  t^t  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  nation* 
'  He  has  already  been  informed,  that  there  v(r«s  no  neceffity  of  hiring 
Auxiliary  troops,  ftnce  it  does  not  yet  appear,  that  eitbei;  jufttce  or 
policy -reijuired  us  to  engage  in  the  quarrels  of  the  continent,  that 
there  was  ahy  need  of  forming  an  army  in  the  Low  Countries,  or 
that,  in  order  to  form*  an  army,  auxiliaries  were  neceflary. 

But  not  to  dwell  upon  difputable  queftions,  I  think  it  may  be  juftl/ 
concluded,  that  the  meafures  of  our  miniftry  have  been  ill  concerted, 
becaufe  it  is  undoubtedly  wrong  to  fquander  the  public  money  widiout 
rSe&j  and  to  pay  armies  only  to  be  a  (how  to  our  friends,  aud  a  jeft 
to  our  enemies. 

The  troops  of  Hanover^  whom  we  are  now  expeded  to  pay, 
marched  into  the  Low  Countries,  indeed,  and  ft  ill  remain  in  die 
fame  place;  they  marched  to  the  place  moft  diftant  from  eneaiics, 
leaft  in  danger  of  an  attack,  and  moft  ftrongly  fortified,  if  any  attack 
had  been  defigned ;  nor  have  any  claim  to  be  paid,  but  that  they 
left  their  own  country  for  a  place  of  greater  f<$curity« 

It  is  always  rcafonable  to  judge  of  the  future  by  the  paft ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  reafonabk  to  conclude,  that  the  fervices  of  thefe  troops 
will  not,  next  year,  be  of  equal  importance  With  tliat  for  which  they 
are  now  to  be  paid-^  and  I  fluill  not  be  (urprized,  tfaot^h  the  oppo« 
nents  of  the  miniftry  fiiould  be  challenged^  after  fuch  another  glorious 
campaign,  to  propofe  better  men^  andlbouM  b«  told,  that  the  money 
of  this  nation  cannot  be  more  properly  employed  than  in  hiring 
Hanoverians  to  eat  and  fleep. 

But  to  prove  yet  more  particularly,  dvat  bctteir  .miafirtes  may  be 
taken,  and  that  more  ufeful  tro^^s  may  be  re&dwd,'  and  that  there-* 
*fore  the  Honourable  Gentleman  tazj  be  expend  tff^mt  tbofe  to 
-whom  he  amr,  adheres,  I  ihail  ihew,  ifaotta  liiziag  the  forces  «f 
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IbaoTer»  we  have  dbftni£led  our  own  defigns ;  that  we  havc»  inftead 
of  aUfiftijag  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  withdrawn  part  of  her  allies  from 
her ;  and  that  we  have  burthened  the  nation  with  troops^  from  whoqA 
DO  fervice  can  be  reafonably  expelled. 

The  advocates  for  the  miniftry  have  on  this  occafton  a&eSej  to 
^peak  of  the  balance  of  power^  the  Pragmatic  Sanfiion,  and  the 
prefervation  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  not  only  as. if  they  were  to 
be  the  chief  care  of  Britain,  which,  though  cafily  controvertible, 
might  perhaps,  in  compliance  with  long  prejudices,,  be  admitted,  but 
.a$  if  tbey  were  to  be  the  care  of  Britain  alone  ^  as  if  the  power  of 
France  were  formidable  to  no  other  people^  as  if  no  other  part  of  the 
world  would  be  injured  by  becoming  a  province  to  an  univeEfal 
monarchy,  and  being  fubje£ted  to  an  arbitrary  government  of  a 
French  deputy,  by  being  drained  of  its  inhabitants,  only  to  extend 
the  conquefts  of  its  mafters,  and  to  make  Qther  nations  equally  mife- 
rable,  and  by  being  opprefled  with  exorbitant  taxes,  levied  by  military 
execiiti9ns,  and  employed  only  in  fupporting  the  ftate  of  its  oppreflb»s. 
They  dwell  upon  the  importance  of  public  faith,  and  the  ncceffity  of 
an  CX2L&  obfervation  of  treaties ;  as  if  the  Pragmatic  San£tion  had 
been  figned  by  no  other  potentate  than  the  King  of  Britain,  or  as  if 
tbe  public  faith  were  to  be  obligatory  to  us  only. 

That  we  fhould  inviolably  obfcrve  our  treaties,  and  obferve  them, 
though  every  other  nation  fliould  difregard  them ;  that  we  (hould 
|bew  an  example  of  fidelity  to  mankind,  and  ftand  firm,  though  we 
ibould  ftand  alone  in  the  practice  of  virtue,  I  (ball  readily  allow ; 
and  therefore  I  am  far  from  advifing  that  we  Ihould  recede  from  our 
ftipulations,  wh^^ever  we  may  fufFer  by  performing  them,  or  neglect 
the  fupport  of  tbe  Pragmatic  San^ion,  however  we  may  be  at  pre^ 
Cent  irmbarrafTed,  or  hQwever  inconvenient  it  may  be  to  aiTert  it. 

But  furely  for  the  fame  reafon  that  we  obferve  our  own  ftipula« 
tiona,  we  ought  to  incite  other  powers  likewife  to  the  obfervation  of 
ikeirs  %  at  leaft  not  contribute  to  hinder  it.  But  how  is  our  prefent 
Gopdud  agreeable  to  thcfe  principles  ?  The  Pragmatic  Sanation  wae 
confirmed  not  only  by  the  King  of  Britain,  but  by  the  Eledor  likC'* 
wiie  of  Hanover,  who  is  therefore  equally  obliged,  if  treaties  confti* 
tutB  obligation,  to  defend  the  Hou.fe  of  Auftria  againft  the  attacks  of 
any  foreign  power,  and  to  fend  in  his  proportion  of  troops  to  the 
iiapport  of  the  Q^een  of  Hungary. 
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Whether  thcfe  tr6ops  have  been  fent,  thofc  whofe  provinces  oUige 
them  to  fome  knowledge  of  foreign  alFairs,  can  inform  the  Houfir 
with  more  certainty  than  I ;  but  fmce  we  have  not  heard  them  men* 
tioncd  in  this  debabr,  and  have  found  by  experience  that  none  of  die 
merits  of  that  elefiorate  are  pafled  over  in  filence,  it  may,  I  diinki 
fairly  be  concluded,  that  the  diftrefles  of  the  illuftrious  Queen  d( 
Hungary  have  yet  received  no  alleviation  from  her  alliance  widi  Ha- 
nover, that  her  complaints  have  moved  no  compaifion  at  that  court, 
nor  the  juftice  of  her  caufe  obtained  any  regard. 

To  what  can  we  impute  this  negligence  of  treaties,  this  difrcgaiil 
of  juftice,  this  defcft  of  compafRon,  but  to  the  pernicious  counfcls 
of  thofe  men  who  have  advifed  his  Majefty  to  hire  to  Britain  thofe 
troops  which  he  (hould  have  employed  in  the  affiftance  of  the  Qntcn 
of  Hungary ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  Aat  his  Majefty  has  more 
or  lefs  regard  to  juftice  as  King  of  Britain,  than  as  ElcSor  of  Ha- 
nover; or  that  he  would  not  have  feat  his  proportion  of  troops 'to  tHc 
Auftrian  army,  had  not  the  temptations  of  greater  profit  been  in- 
duftrioufly  laid  before  him. 

But  this  IS  not  all  that  may  be  urged  againft  this  conduS ;  forca^ 
wc  imagine,  that  the  power  of  France  is  lefs,  or  that  her  defigns'at 
Icfs  formidable  to  Hanover  than  to  Britain  -,  nor  is  it  lefs  neccffiiry  ft 
the  fecurity  of  Hanover,  that  the  Houfe  of  Auft'ria  fliould  he  I^ 
eftablifhed  in  its  former  grandeur,  and  enabled  to  fupport  the  libeitie^ 
of  Europe  againft  the  bold  attempts  for  univerfal  monarchy  ? 

If  therrfore  our  affiftance  be  an  zA  of  honefty,  and  granted  ii 
confequence  of  treaties,  why  may  it  not  equally  be  required  of  Hj* 
nover  ?  'Atid  if  it  be  an  zSt  of  generofity,  why  fliould  this 

'  jJone  be  obliged  to  facrrfice  her  own  intereft  to  that  of  others?  ft 
why  (hould  the  Elcfbr  of  Hanover  exert  his  liberality  at  the  e: 
of  Britain  ? 

It  is  now  too  apparent,  that  this  great,  this  powerful,  ^Aiifom*! 

•  dable  kingdom,  is  confidered  only  as  a  province   to  a  deTpicaHj 

'  ele£^orate ;  and  that  in  confequence  of  a  ichcme  formed  long  ^ 
and  invariably  purfued,  thefe  troops  are  hired  only  to  drain  this 
happy  nation  of  its  money.  That  they  have  hitherto  been  of  no  i| 
to  Britain,  or  to  Auftria,  is  evident  beyond  controverfyj  and 

.  fore  it  is  plain,  that  they  arc  retained  only  for  the  purpofes  of  Haho»<^ 
How  much  reafon  the  tranfaftions  of  almoft  ever/ year  have  git 

for'^fpcf^ing  this  ridiculous,  cnigrateful,  and  perfidious  pSartialit^> 


H 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A.'  174^*]  HANOvIriAN      TROOl^S.  ^59 

k  not  neccffary  to  mention.  I  doubt  not  but  mod  of  thofe  who  fit 
m  this  Houfe  can  recoiled  a  great  number  of  inftances,  from  the 
purchafe  of  part  of  the  SwedMh'dominions,  to  the  contraft  which  we 
are  now  called  upon  to  ratify.  I  hope  few  have  forgotten  the  memo- 
rable fttpulation  for  the  Heffian  troops,  for  the  forces  of  the  Duke  of 
Wolfenbuttel,  which  we  were  fcarccly  to  march  beyond  the  verge  of 
Acir  own  country,  or  the  ever  memorable  treaty,  of  which  the  ten- 
dency k  difcovered  in  the  name ;  the  treaty  by  which  we  difunited 
ourlclres  from  Auftria,  deftroyed  that  building  which  we"  may  per- 
haps now  endeavour,  without  fuccefs,  to  raife  again,  9iid  weakened 
die  only  power  which  it  was  our  intereft  to  ftre^gtheu. 

To  dwell  upon  all  the  inftances  of  partiality  which  have  been 
ihewn,  to  remark  the  yearly  vifits  that  have  been  made  to  that  de- 
lightful country,  to  reckon  up  all  the  fums  that  have  been  fpent  to 
aggrandize  and  enrich  it,  would  be  at  once  invidious  and  tirefome; 
tirefome  to  thofe  who  are  afraid  to  hear  the  truth,  and  to  thofe  who 
are  unwilling  to  mention  fafts  diihonourable  or  injurious  to  their 
country ;  nor  fhall  I  dwell  any  longer  on  this  unpleafing  fubje£t  than 
to  exprefi  my  hopes,  that  we  ihall  not  any  longer  fufFer  ourfelves  to 
be  deceived  and  oppreflcd;  that  we  (hall  at  length  perform  the  duty  of 
the  reprefcntatives  of  the  people,  and  by  rcfufing  to  ratify  this  con- 
trad,  (hew,  that  however  the  intereft  of  Hanover  has  been  preferred 
Vy  the  minifters,  the  Senate  pays  no  regard  but  to  that  of  Britain. 

Mr.  Horace  Walpole  then  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe  :-^ 
Sir^  Though  I  have  long  confidered  the  mercenary  fcribblcrs  of  dif- 
affeAion  as  the  difgrace  of  the  kingdom  and  die  peft  of  fociety,  yet 
I  was  nevei*  fo  fully  fcnfible  of  their  pernicious  influence. 

I  have  hitherto  imagined,  that  the  weekly  journalifts  and  the  occa- 
iional  pamphleteers  were  the  oracles  only  of  the  lowcft  of  the  people  j 
and  that  all  thofe  whom  their  birth  or  fortune  has  exalted  above  the 
crowd,  and  introduced  to  a  more  extenfive  converfation,  had  con- 
fidered them  as  wretches  compelled  to  write  by  want,  and  obliged 
therefore  to  write  what  will  moft  engage  attention,  by  flattering  the 
envy  or  the  malignity  of  mankind ;  and  who  therefore  propagate 
falfhoods  themfclves,  not  becaufe  they  believe  them,  and  diflfeminate 
fadion,  not  becaufe  they  arc  of  any  party,  but  becaufe  they  are  either 
obliged  to  gratify  thofe  chat  employ  them,  or  to  amufe  the  public 
with  novelties,  or  difturb  it  with  alarms,  that  their  works  may  not 
paA  unregarded,  and  their  labour  be  fpent  in  vain. 

S  2  This 
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This  is  my  opinion  of  th€  party  Writfrr,  and  ibi*  I  M»»gin^  ^ 
opinion  ff  the  reft  of  mankind,  who  had  tfae.&ine  pppKtvnitiei  if 
iDfprmatiqin  with  myfelf :  nor  (hould  I  readily Jiave  Wievfd,  that  ai^jf 
•of  their  performances  could  have  produced  g|re#er  effeds  t\^  th# 
of  inflaming  the  loweft  dafles  of  the  people,  and  inciting  droD)nr4K 
to  bfidt  their  fuperiors,  bad  I  not  perceive^  tbfit  tl}e  HoikO)trabk 
Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  owed  his  opinioaa  of  0ie  paiFtiali^y  ihewp 
to  the  dominions  of  Hanover,  to  a  late  tre$tUp  which  h^  on  o^ 
cafion  of  ^  contraA;  been  very  induftriouQy  d^prrfed  w^fiS  ^ 
people* 

Of  this  deteftable  pamphlet,  I  know  not  the  aud^r,  nor  tbii^  b|B 
dfiferve^  jdial  any  enquiry  fliould  be  made  aft^r  hina,  f^j^cept  by  9  pro* 
clamation  that  may  fer  a  price  upon  bi»  bead,  and  offer  ^e  faaw  je* 
ward  for  difcovering  him, 'is  is  given  for  the  convi£Hon  of  wretches 
lefs  criminal :  nor  caii  I  think  the  lenity  of  the  government  eafily  to 
be  diAinguiihed  from,  fupineneft  and  negligence,  while  libels  like  Hb 
are  difperfed  openly  in  the  ftreets,  and  fold  in  (hops  without  fear  »ui 
without  danger,  while  feditjon  is  profeiTedly  pr9moted,  and  treaH 
.  or  fentiments  very  neariy  bordering  upon  trealbn,  propagated  w^^^ 
outdifguife. 

The  fcribbler  of  this  wicked  treatife  has  endeavoured  to  cornft 

the  principles  of  his  Majcfty's  faithful  fubjeds^  not  only  by  viliiyiflg 

the  memory  of  the  late  King,  whofe  juftice,  humanity,  and  integrity, 

.  are  generally  reverenced,  but  by  infinuating  likewife,  that  our  prtfent 

^moft  gracious  Sovereign  has  adopted  the  (ame  fchemes,  and  ct^* 

deavours  to  aggrandize  Hanover  at  the  expence  of  Britain  ^  that  all 

tHe  meafures  that  have  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  ti)e 

.continent,  have  been  contrived  with  no  other  view  than  that  of  ad' 

vancing  the  intereft,  enlarging  the  bounds,  and  increafing  the  rich^ 

of  the  Hanoverian  territories  ^   be  declares,  that  Britain  has  been 

'  fteered  by^  the  rudder  of  Hanover,  and  that  the  nation  will  iboo  be 

,  divided  into  two  more  oppofite  and  irreconcileable  parties,  than  ev«r 

.  yctdifturbed  the  public  peace,  Eritons  and  Hanoverians. 

That  he  hlhifolf,  whoever  he  be,  longs  for  thofe  times  of  divifiwi 
and  confafion,  may  be  eafily  believed,  and  the  number  of  thofe  who 
have  the  fame  wi(hes  with  himfelf,  is,  I  fear,  too  great }  butlbeUsf^ 
their  hopes  will  not  be  encouraged,  nor  their  defigns  promoted  lA 
this  Iloufej  and  that  none  of  thofe  who  r^re  entrufted  to  rtprefeat 
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cbeir  cofuntry,  will  fufifcr  thcmfelves  to  be'mifled  by  fuch  wicked 
jBiinusttofis. 

Air.  NnoSKT  then  l^dke  to  this  efFeft: — Sir,  I  know  not  for 
Utet  reafon  the  Honoarable  Gentleman  has  thought  ic  con^rcnient  ' 
fo  retard  the  deliberations  of  this  Houfe,  by  expatiating  upon  thcT 
filftood  and  nrialignity  of  a  pamphlet,  of  which  the  author  is  un« 
known,  of  which  no  man  has  attempted  t^e  vindication,  and  which, 
however  diligently  difgprfed,  or  however  generally  credited,  appears 
to  have  had  no  great  influence  upoA  the  nation,  nor  to  have  pro-* 
duced  any  effefis  that  might  give  juftoccafion  to  fo  tragical  an  outcry^ 
to  cenfurcs  as  vehement  arid  bitter,  as  if  the  trumpet  of  rebellion  hadi 
^n  founded,  as  if  half  the  people  had  taken  arms  againfl  their  go-s 
Tcrnors,  as  if  the  commonwealth  was  on  t&e  brink  of  difibhitiemy  and 
irnites  we're  in  full  march  againft  the  metropolis. 

This  pamphlet,  with  the  reft  of  the  people,  I  have  read ;  and 
though  I  am  hr  from  thitiking,  that  the  cenfure  of  that  Honourable  ' 

Qeiidemzn  can  thake  a  defence  necefiary,  fince  indeed  be  has  con- 
tented himfelf  with  inveftive  inftead  of  argument,  and  whatever  he  i; 
may  difapprove,  has  confuted  nothing :  and  though  I  have  no  parti* 
cular  reafon  for  expofing  myfelf  as  the  champion  for  this  author, 
whoever  he  may  be,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  affirm,  that  I  read  fome 
pdbges  with  conviftion,  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  they  require  a 
dil&reiit  anfvi^er  from  thofe  which,  have  been  yet  offered ;  and  that 
the  ictiprei&ons  which  have  been  made  upon  the  people,  will  not  be          /:  j 
traced  by  cfamour  and  rage,  ^nd  turbulence  and  meriaces,  which 
can  zffdSt  only  the  perfon  of  the  writer,  but  muft  leave  his  reafom^         ; 
in  their  full  force,  and  even  with  regard  to  his  perfon,  will  have  very         "•  t  ' 
little  eflfed ;  for  though  fome  men  in  power  may  be  offerided^  it  will        Z-  * 
not  be  eafy  to  c|uote  any  law  that  has  been  broken  by  him,                         t 

Oh  this  occaiion  I  cannot  but  animadvert,  I  hope  with  the  fame 
pardon  from  the  Houfe,  as  has  been  obtained  by  the  Honourable 
Gentleman  whom  I  am  ifow  following,  upon  an  ex'prefflon  in  frev 
*qutfnt  ufe  among  the  followers  of  a  Court,  whenever  their  rtieflfuret 
are  cenfured  with  fpirit  and  with  juftice.  The  papers  whitb  they 
Cannot  confute,  and  which  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain-  the 
power  of  fuppreffing,  are  aflerted  to  b^der  upon  treafon ;  and  tife 
aiftfaors  are  threatened  vi^ith  puniihments,  when  they  have  nothing  cb 
fe*r  from  a  reply. 
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Treafon  is  happily  defined  by  our  laws,  and  therefore  every  man 
may  know  when  he  is  about  to  comnnit  it,  and  avoid  the  danger  of 
punifliment,  by  avoiding  the  z&  which  will  expofe  him  to  it  j  hut 
with  regard  to  the  borders  of  treafon,  I  believe  no  man  will  yet  pre. 
tend  to  fay  how  far  they  extend,  or  how  foon,  or  with  how  little 
intention  be  may  tread  upon  them.  Unhappy  would  be  the  man* 
who  fliould  be  puni&ed  for  bordering  upon  guilt,  of  which  thofe  fatal 
borders  are  to  be  dilated  at  pleafure  by  his  judges.  The  law  has 
hitherto  fuppofed  every  man,  who  is  not  guilty^  to  be  innocent  ^  out 
now  we  find  that  there  is  a  kind  of  medium  in  which  a  man  may  be 
in  danger  without  guilt,  and  that  in  order  to  fecurity,  a  new  degree 
of  caution  is  become  neceflary  \  for  not  only  crimes,  but  the  borders 
of  crimes  are  to  be  avoided. 

What  improvements  may  be  made  upon  this  new  fyftcm,  how  far 
the  borders  of  treafon  may  reach,  or  what  pains  and  penalties  are 
defigned  for  the  borderersy^no  degree  of  human  fagacity  can  enable 
us  to  forefee.  Perhaps  the  borders  of  royalty  may  become  facred,  as 
as  well  as  the  borders  of  treafon  criminal  i  and  as  every  placeman, 
peniloner,  and  minlAer,  may  be  faid  to  border  on  the  Court,  a  kind  of 
fan£tity  may  be  communicated  to  his  charader,  and  he  that  lampoons 
or  oppofes  him,  may  border  upon  treafon. 

.  To  difmifs  this  expreffion  with  the  contempt  which  it  dcfervcs,  yet 
not  without  the  reflexions  which  it  naturally  excites,  I  fhall  only 
obferve,  that  all  extenfion  of  the  power  of  the  Crown  muft  be  dan- 
gerous to  us ;  and  that  whoever  endeavours  to  find  out  new  modes 
of  guilt,  is  to  be  looked  on,  not  as  a  good  fubjeX,  but  a  bad 
citizen. 

•  Having  thus  (hewn,  that  the  cenfure  produced  againfl  this  pamphlet 
is  unintelligible  and  indeterminate,  I  (hall  venture  to  mention  fome 
of  the  aflertions  which  have  heated  the  Gentleman  into  fo  much 
fury.  Affertions  which  I  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  favour,  fince  I  mfh 
.they  might  be  falfe,  and  which  I  only  produce  in  this  place,  to  give 
fome,  whom  their  ftations  make  acquainted  with  public  a&irs,  ao 
opporUinity  of  confuting  them. 

It  Is  aflcrted,  that  the  French  appear  to  have  treated  all  our  arma- 
ments with  contempt,  and  to  have  purfucd  all  their  fchemes  with 
the  fame  confidence  as  if  they  had  no  other  enemy  to  fear  than  the 
forces  of  Auftria  j  this  is  indeed  no  pleafing  obfervation,  nor  can  it 
be  fuppofed  to  give  fatisfadlion  to  any  Briton^  to  find  the  reputation 
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of  our  ceuncik  and  of  our  arms  To  much  ditniniihed,  to  find  the 
ntioft  which  lately  gave  laws  to  Europe,  fcajcely  admitted  to  friend- 
(hip^  or  thought  worthy  of  opppfition  in  enmity,  to  bear  that  tbof^r 
tioopt,  which)  in  the  days  of  our  former  Monarchs,  (hook  the 
thrones  of  the  continent,  are  pafled  by,  without  fear,  and  without 
regard)  by  armies  marching  againft  their  allies,  thefe  allies  in  whofe 
cade  they  formerly  fought  in  the  field.  But  the  truth  of  the  aflertion 
is  too  plain  to  all  the  nations  of  the  ^orld  ;  and  thofe  whpfe  intereft 
it  may  be  to  conceal  fi-om  their  countrymen  what  is  known  to  all 
the  continent,  may  rage,  indeed,  and  threaten,  but  they  cannot  deny 
it ;  for  what  enterprlze  have  we  hitherto  either  prevented  or  re* 
tarded  ?  What  could  we  have  done  on  one  fide,  or  fuffered  on  the 
odier,  if  we  had  been  (truck  out  from  exiftence,  which  has  not  been 
buffered,  or  not  done,  though  our  armies  have  been  reviewed  on  tho 
ccmtinent,  and,  to  make  yet  a  better  (how,  lengthened  out  by  a  line 
of  fixteen  thoufand  of  the  troops  of  Hanover. 

It  isafTerted  in  the  fame  treatife,  that  the  troops  of  Hanover  can- 
not aA  againft  the  King,  and  that  therefore  they  are  an  jufeleis  bur- 
then to  the  State,  that  they  compofe  ah  army  of  which  no  other 
tffcSt  will  be  found  but  that  they  eat,  and  eat  at  the  expence  of  Bri* 
tain.  This  aflertion  is  indeed  fomewhat  more  contcftable  than  the 
former,  but  is  at  leaft  credible ;  fince  if  we  may  be  permitted  on 
this,  as  on  other  occafions,  to  judge  of  the  future  from  the  paft^we 
may  conclude,  that  thofe  who  have  let  pafs  fuch  .opportunities  a$L 
their  enemies  have  in  the  height  of  contempt  and  fecurity  preiented  . 
to  them,  will  hardly  ever  repair  the  efiedb  of  their  conduS,  by  their 
bravery  or  aSivity  in  another  campaign  ^  but  that  they  will  take  the 
pay  of  Britain,  and,  while  they  fatten  in  plenty,  and  unaccuftomed 
affluence,  look  with  great  tranquillity  upon  the  diftrefies  of  Agftria, 
and,  in  their  indolence  of  gluttony,  (land  idle  fpeSatprs  of  that 
deluge,  by  which,  if  it  be  fuSered  to  roll  on  without  oppofition,  their 
own  halcyon  territories  muft  at  laft  be  fwallowed  up. 

Tb£  laft  a(rertion  which  I  (ball  extratl  from  this  formidable^ 
pamphlet,  is  more  worthy  of  attention  than  the  former,  but  perhaps 
may  be  fufpeded  to  border  more  nearly  upon  treafon :  I  (ball  how-^ 
ever  venture  to  quote,  and,  what  is  ftill  more  dangerous,  tadc«^ 
fend  it. 

It  is  propofed  that,  inftead  of  fquandering  in  this  time  of  danger. 
die  cxpcnces  of  the  public  upon  troops  of  which  it  is  at  heft  doubt*^ 
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fill,  whether  they  will  be  of  any  tife  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
whether  they  can  legally  engage  again*  the  King,  and  whether  they 
Would  be  of  any  great  ufe,  though  they  were  fet  free  from  any  cAcr 
reftraints  than  regard  to  their  own  fafety :  infttad  of  atntifing  our 
ally  with  an  empty  fhow  of  afEftance,  of  mocking  her  calamities 
With  uncfiicacious  friendfliip,  and  of  expofing  ourfejvcs  to  the  ridi- 
cule of  our  enemies,  by  idle  armaments  without  hoftility,  by  armies 
only  to  be  reviewed,  and  fleets  only  to  be  viftualled,  we  Ihould 
remit  the  fums  squired  for  the  payment  of  the  Hanoverians  to  the 
Qvreen  of  Hungary,  by  whom  we  know  that  it  will  be  applied  to  the 
great  purpofes  for  whica  the  Senate  granted  it,  the  eftablijihmcnt'rf 
the  Kberties  of  Europe,  and  the  rcpreffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 

This  propofal,  however  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  minrftcrii 
f  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  the  confideration  of  Ac 
Houft,  as,  in  my  opinion,  the  moft  cfFedlual  method  of  prefcrving  the 
remains  of  the  grcatnefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  It  is  well  known^ 
Aat  thcfe  troops  are  hired  at  a  rate  which  they  never  cxpefled  before, 
that  levy  money  is  paid  for  forces  levied  before  the  commchccmcat 
of  the  bargain,  that  they  are  paid  for  zStmg  a  long  time  before  diey 
began  to  march,  and  that,  fmce  they  appeared  to  confider  themfdves 
as  engaged  in  the  quarrel,  their  march  has  been  their  whole  per- 
formance, a  march  not  a^ainft  the  enemy,  but  from  him^  a  oiarc^ 
in  which  there  was  nothing  to  frar,  nor  any  thing  to  encounter; 
and  therefore  I  think  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  public  treafitre 
inigfat  have  been  better  employed. 

The  fame  fum  remitted  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  will  enable  her 
to  hh-e  a  much  greater  number  of  troops  out  of  her  own  domi- 
nions, troops  of  whofe  courage  (he  can  have  no  doubt,  and  whofc 
Jdelity  wlH  be  ftrengthened  by  common  inteneft  and  natural  affec- 
tion j  troops  that  will  fight  like  men,  defending  their  wives  and  their 
children,  and  who  will  therefore  bear  fatigue  with  patience,  and  6ce 
danger  with  refolution,  who  will  oppofe  the  French  as  their  qatural 
enemies,  and  think  death  more  eligible  than  defeat. 

Thus  (hall  we  affcrt  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  fupport  the  feith 
of  treaties,  oppofe  the  oppreffors  of  the  world,  and  reftore  our  an- 
dient  allies  to  their  former  greatncfs,  without  exhaufting  our  own 
country ;  for  it  is  not  impoffible,  that  by  the  proper  ufe  of  this  fuc? 
the  Q«een  may  obtain  fiich  advantages  in  one  campaign,  as  r*ay  In- 
cline the*  ftcnch-  to  defcrt  the  King,  and  content  themfelTesvi* 
^  the 
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it  peaceable  pofleffion  of  their  own  territories ;  JFor  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered, that  they  ^re  now  fighting  only  for  a  remote  intereft, 
and  that  they  win  not  hazard  much  $  a  firm  refinance  will  eaflly  in- 
line them  to  wait  for  fome  more  favourable  opportunity,  and  there 
wiB  be  (hen  leifure  for  forming  our  meafures  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
anodier  opportunity  may  never  be  offered  them. 

But.of  the  prefent  fcheme,  what  efFe^  can  be  expelled  but  igno* 
jniny  and  (bame,  difgrace  abroad,  and  beggary  at  home  ?  To  this 
tzpence  what  limits  can  be  fet  ?  When  is  there  to  be  an  end  of 
paying  troops  who  are  not  to  march  againft  our  enemies?  as  they 
wiD  at  all  times  be  of  equal  ufe,  there  will  be  at  all  times  the  fame 
rcafon  for  employing  them,  nor  can  there  ever  Be  imagined  Icfs  need 
^idle  troops,  than  in  a  time  of  war. 

1  am  therefore  afraid,  that  in  a  fhort  time  the  Hanoverians  may 
tonfidcr  Britain  as  a  tributary  province,  upon  which  they  have  a 
light  to  impofe  the  maintenance  of  fixteen  thoufand  men,  who  are 
fo  be  employed  only  for  the  defence  of  their  own  country,  though 
fupported  at  the  expence  of  this.  I  am  afraid  that  we  (hall  be  taught 
to  imagine,  that  the  appearance  of  the  Hanoverians  is  neceHary  in 
bur  own  country,  perhaps  to  check  the  infolence  of  the  fons  of  free- 
A>ffl,  who  without  fear  border  upon  treafon.  I  am  afraid,  that  his 
Majefty  or  his  fucceflbr  may  be  advifed  by  fycophants  and  flaves  to 
tnifl  the  guard  of  his  perfon  to  the  trufly  Hanoverians,  and  advifed 
(0  place  no  confidence  in  the  natives  of  Britain. 

For  my  part,  I  think  it  a  very  wife  precept  by  which  we  are  di- 
reSed  to  obviate  evils  in  the  beginning;  and  therefore  ilnce,  in  my 
Opinion,  the  influence  of  Hanover  muft  be  deftruftivc  to  the  royal 
,  fiunily,  and  detrimental  to  thofe  kingdoms,  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
obviate  it  by  voting  againfl  any  provifion  for  thefe  ufelefs  merce* 
naries,  and  declaring  that  I  fhall  more  willingly  grant  the  public 
money  to  any  troops  than  thofe  of  Hanover. 

Lord  Percival  fpoke  next  as  follows : — Sir, I  look  upon  the  quef- 
tion  now  under  your  confideration,  to  vary  very  little  in  reality  fromthat 
which  was  debated  here  the  firfl  day  of  this  fefHon.  The  principal 
,  point  in  the  debate  of  that  day,  was  the  fame  with  that  which  is 
more  regularly  the  debate  of  this,  fFhether  the  Hanoverian  forces 
fieuld  bi  taken  into  Britilh  pay  ? 

Sir,  I  Ihould  then  have  offered  my  fentiments  upon  this  ({ueftion, 
^  if  fo  many  other  Gentleman  had  not  delivered  my  fenfe  in  fo  much 

abetter 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


266  B    £    B    A  .T.£      O    V      ,   ,.  £fiip.  JO, 

a  better  manner  than  I  thought  mjklt  able  to  do,  that  it  wonU 
have  appeared  a  great  prefumpt ion  in  me,  and  would  have  given  the 
Houfc  ap  unneceflary  trouble.— The  fame,rcafon  had  induced  me  to 
have  been  filent  alfo  upon  this  occafion,  if  the  temper  of  the  times, 
the  little  indulgence  fliewn  by  Gentlemen  to  one  another,  when  they 
happen  to  differ  in  political  opinions,  and  the  popular  circumftance 
in  which  I  ftand^  did  not  in  feme  fort  oblige  me  to  prote£l  die  vote 
I  then  gave,  and  that  which  I  now  intend  to  give  by  the  reafons 
that  induce  me  to  give  it. 

Sir,  there  are  three  principal  confiderations  in  this  queftion ;  firfl^ 
Whether  we  are  to  affift  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  and  balance  of  power 
at  all,  ay  or  no  ?  Then  whether  we  ought  to  do  it  with  our  whole 
force  ?  And  laftly.  Whether  the  Hanoverian  troops  fhouldbe  made  a 
part  of  that  force  ? 

As  to  the  firft  confideration,  a  new  doctrine  has  been  taught  and 
inculcated  for  fome  months  paft,  that  it  is  of  no  importance  to  this 
nation  what  may  happen  on  the  continent ;  that  this  country  being 
an  ifland  intrenched  within  its  own  natural  boundaries,  it  may  ftand. 
Ibcure  and  unconcerned  in  all  the  (lorms  of  the  reft  of  the  world. 
This  doftrine,  inconfiftcnt  as«  it  is  with  all  fenfc  and  reafon,  con- 
trary as  it  is  to  the  uaiverfal  principles  of  policy  by  which  this  na* 
tjon  hath  been  governed  from  the  conqueft  to  this  hour,  is  yet 
openly  profefTcd  and  avowed  by  many  without  thcfe  walls  j  and 
though  no  man  has  yet  ventured  to  own  this  opinion  publicly  and 
dircdly  in  this  Houfe,  yet  fome  Gentlemen  even  here  in  cfefl 
maintain  it,  when  they  argue,  that  In  no  cafe  this  nation  ought  t(^ 
s^ft  or  fupport  the  balance  of  power  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Dutch.  This  tends  inevitably  to  produce  the  fame  fatal  effeSj  it 
reduces  this  country  to  depend  upon  Holland,  to  be  a  province  to 
flolland ;  and  France  would  then  have  no  more  to  do  to  become 
miftrefs  of  all  Europe,  than  to  gain  over  one  fingle  town  of  the 
United  Provinces,  or  to  corrupt  a  few  members  of  the  States  j  it  is 
therefore  a  doctrine  of  the  greateft  danger.  The  only  folid  maxim 
is,  that  whoever  becomes  mafter  of  the  continent,  muft  in  ,thc  end 
obtain  the  dominion  of  the  fea.  To  confirm  this,  I  may  venture  to 
cite  an  old  example,  nor  can  I  be  accufed  of  pedantry  in  doing  of 
it,  fince  it  is  an  inftance  drawn  from  the  laft  univerfal  monarchy  to 
which  the  world  fubmitted.  The  Romans  had  no  fooncr  divided, 
broken  and  fubdueti  thofe  powers  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  who 
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kd  given  a  diverfion  in  the  great  attempt  they  had  long  Intended,^ 
than  they  attacked  the  Carthaginians,  a  maritime  power,  potent  in 
anns,  immenfely  opulent,  poUelTed  of  the  trade  of  the  whole  world, 
and  unrivalled  miftrefs  of  the  fea.  Yet  thefe  people,  who  enjoyed 
00  weal^,  purfued  no  commerce,  and  at  the  commencement  of  their 
quarrel  were  not  matters  of  a  fmgle  (hip,  at  length  prevailed  againft' 
this  enemy  upon  their  proper  element,  beat  and  defhroyed  their  fleets^ 
invaded  their  dominions,  and  fubdued  their  empire.  From  whence, 
Sir,I  muft  conclude,  that  we  cannot  wholly  rely  upon  our  iituation, 
OT  depend  folely  on  our  naval  power.;  and  I  may  venture  to  reafon' 
upon  this  axiom,  that  this  nation  muji  contribute  to  fupport  tht  Hohft 
if  Aifftria  and  the  balance  of  power  infome  degra. 

The  next  queftion  that  occurs,  is,  in  what  degree  we  ought  to  do 
it  \  and  whether  we  fhould  do  it  with  our  whole  force  ?  Taking, 
therefore,  our  footing  here  upon  this  axiom,  that  we  muft  contri- 
bute to  it  in  fome  degree,  and  taking  farther  to  our  aid  the  rea- ' 
Zoning  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  think  it  a  work  of  fuch  extreme 
danger,  and  almoft  defperate,  the  natural  and  evident  conclufion  can 
beoniy  this,  that  zs  we  muft  do  it,  fo  we  muft  do  it  with  the  utmoji 
vigour^  and  with  our  whole  force. 

We  eome  now  to  confider,  whether  the  Hanoverian  troops  (hould 
be  made  part  of  that  force  ?  There  are  feveral  oonfiderations  previous 
to  tne  decifion  of  this  queftion.  Firft,  whether  they  are  as  cheap  as 
any  other  forces  we  can  hire  ?  Then  whether  they  arc  as  good?  Next 
'whether  they  arc  as  properly Jituated?  And  whether  they  are  as  much 
to  be  depended  upon  ?  If  as  to  every  one  of  thefe  particulars  the  anfwer 
muft  be  made  in  the  af&rmative,  I  think  it  will  go  very  far  to  de- 
Cermine  the  queftion  now  before  you. 

As  to  the  firft,  that  they  are  as  cheapo  n^)\  upon  the  whole  much 
cheaper,  the  eftimates  now  upon  your  table,  notwithftanding  any 
cavil,  do  fufficiently  demonftrate. 

That  they  areas  goody  what  man  can  doubt,  who  knows  the  cha- 
racter of  the  German  nation  ?  What  man  can  doubt,  who  knows 
the  attention  of  his  Majefty  to  military  difcipline  ?  Thofe  Gentle- 
men can  leaft  pretend  to  doubt  it,  who  fometimes  do  not  fpare  re- 
flexions upon  that  attention  which  they  infinuate  to  be  too  great. 

That  thefe  troops  are  not  properly  fttuatedy  will  be  hardly  af- 
fertcd  at  this  time,  when  they  are  a£tually  now  in  Flanders,  and  now 
ading  in  coniundion  with  our  troops.     Let  any  man  confider  the 
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map  6r  Euf6pe,  Itt  him  aSferv^  the  feat  of  the  war,  sind  he  nuft 
evidently  fee,  that  whethef  thehr  fervicc  may  be  required  Iff  Glanders, 
Iw'hcthcr  up6n  the  Rhine,  or  in  the  heart  of  Germany,  in  every  tint 
6f  the(e  taTes,  the  If  anoverian  Torches  are  as  properly  cireumjlanced  ani 
ftuated  as  any  troops  in  Europe. 

It  rertaJni  in  the  laft  place  to  examine.  Whither  afiy  other  troop 
ian  be  better  depended  upon  \  and  fure  nothing  can  be  more  obvious 
than  that  \Vt  may  rely  with  more  fecurity  on  thefc  than  any  other. 
They  are  fubjefts  of  flie  fame  prince,  arid  of  a  prince  indulgent  to 
all  his  fiibjecls,  and  accufed  by  thofe  ivho  differ  in  other  pbints 
from  me,  df  being  partial  againft  the  intereft  of  his  German  domi* 
nions.  Unlefs,  therdbre,  we  arraign  the  firft  prmciple  upon  which 
a  freie  government  can  be  fupportocf,  and  withoat  which  evety  etcr- 
cife  of  arbitrary  power  would  be  warranted,  we  mtift  allow  that 
fuch  a  pe6ple  will  be  faithfal  to  fuch  a  prince,  will  defend  him  with  t 
ftri£t  fidelity,  and  fupport  his  quarrel  with  the  utmoft  zeaf ;  with  a 
teat  which  can  never  be  expcfled  from  the  mercenary  troops  of  any 
other  foreign  power. 

This  Naturally  leads  us  to  ertqaire  what  other  troops  we  can  de- 
pend upon  ;  the  anfwer  to  this  enquiry  is  fliort  and  pofirive  ;  that  as 
if&irs  now  ftand  abroad,  we  can  depend  upon  rione  btJtth'cfe;  let 
us  carry  this  confideratlon  with  us  in  a  furvey  of  all  Europe  ;  Shalt 
we  take  into  our  pay  16,000  of  the  Dutch?  Would  this  be  the  mcani 
of  bringing  Holland  into  alliance  with  uS  ?  Would  they  z8t  at  thrir 
own  expence,  would  they  exert  their  own  proper  force  ?  Would  they 
pay  their  own  troops  in  aid  of  the  common  caufe,  when  they  found 
thi»  nation  ■  ready  to  do  it  for  them  ?  They  would  aft  like  ffladincft 
if  they  did.  Shall  we  hire  Danes?  Is  there  a  Gentleman  in  thi§ 
Hoafc,  who  is  riot  convinced  that  this  power' has  been  warped,  for 
fomc  time  paft,  towards  the  imereft  of  France  ?  When  we  hired 
thefe  troops  in  the  laft  inftance,  did  they  not  decieive  us  ?  tXii  they 
hot  even  refufc  to  march  ?  Nay  farther,  are  they  not  in  alt  appearance 
jiow  upon  the  point  of  being  employed  in  a  quarrel  of  their  owrt  ? 
a  quarrel  in  which  they  will  have  need  of  all  their  force.  Shall  ive 
then  hire  Saxons  ?  An  Honourable  Gentleman  feemed  to  think  that 
there  may  be  fome  poffibility  of  this,  and  perhaps  there  may  hereafter, 
when  the  King  of  Pruffia's-views  are  known,  and  the  part  he  ftall 
Vcfolve  to*  act ;  but  Saxoriy  is  eertainly  now  too  muth  expofed  to, 
ind  cannorfail  to  be  alarmed  dthis  gtdwing  power,  at  thc-gtett 
^*    •  augm?flta# 
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foggi/ijMtion  of  his  acmie$9  and  the  fecret  aii4  vail  <]eiigD$  '^c)! 
he  ii^em$  to  mediute.  This  meafure,  therefore,  is  no;  pra&icable 
ia  the  pre&nt  conjua&me ;  that  ele^rate  cannot  hazarcl  it$  owfi 
fecuiitj  in  tfaeie  precarioijs  circuoiftances,  hy  lending  out  To  great  % 
boij  of  its  troops.  Would  G^ntleifien  advife  the  hire  of  Pruffian  - 
Iroops  IP  ferve  us  in  this  conjun^^ifre?  They  ivbo  dp  advife  it»  muft 
forget  iU^ngjcly  the  part  fo  lately  a£ted  by  that  prince*  and  the  variety 
of  bis  opudiiA  with  regard  to  his  different  allies  within  the  (pztt  cf 
the  two  laft  years,  I  ihall  guard  myielf  in  my  expreiSons^  uni) 
maintain,  a  proper  r^pe£k  in  dircourfmg  of  To  great  a  chara&r$  but 
I  muft  &y  thus  much,  that  the  miniftry  would  a£l  with  great  impni^ 
^nce,  to  put  the  ^\y  of  the  BritiQi  troops,  and  to  rir(|ue  the  &te 
of  this  army,  upon  the  event  of  fuch  s^  meafure.  I  need  not  fyf 
mofcs  for  it  is  naf^  yet  prpv«d  to  us,  ths^  tl}is  prince  would  (I  wiQi 
there  vas  no  reafpn  to  bdrsv^  he  would  pot]  letid  us  this  body  of 
his  mexi|  though  we  fliould  be  difpoftd  to  take  them  into  pay.  Tbi 
Swifi  cMtoHSy  tbirefrn^  now  alem  nTnain  \  and  indeed  from  them  we 
probably  might  procure  a  greater  nuqiber^  but  I  leave/  it  to  the 
judgneot  of  any  man  of  (^nie  and  canciour,  whether  any  minifter  of 
this|Uition  could  warrant  the  employment  of.  16,000  Swifs  in  this 
ftrWce  ?  For  when  we  reflet  upon  the  fituation  of  thefe  provinces, 
sad  compare  it  with  that  of  our  Britifh  troops  who  are  now  in  Flan- 
4erS|  it  is  viflble  that  they  muft  pafs  400  miles  upon  the  borders  of 
the  Rhine,  flanked  by  the  ftrong  places  of  France,  during  their  whole 
march,  expofcd  to  thq  garrifons  and  armies  upon  .that  frontier,  by 
irfaom  it  can  never  be  fuppofed  that  they  would  beXuiFered«to  pais 
unmolcfted,  when  France  muft  fo  well  know  the  intention  of  their. 
RHU'ch  to  be  for  no  other  end,  but  to  make  a  conjun6lion  with  other 
troops  in  the  Britifli  pay,  in  order  afterwards  to  invade,  or  at  leaft  to 
interrupt  the  views  of  that  kingdom  with  their  united  force. 

Thefe  reafons,  Sir,  prove  invincibly  to  me,  that  if  we  are  to  affift 
.theHoufe  of  Auftria  by  an  army,  we  muft  of  prudence,  nay  of  nQ.. 
jccffity,  in  part,  compofe  that  army  of  the  Hanoverian  troops*. 

Fut  yet  there  is  another  ftate  of  this  qweftion,  an  alternative  of 
which  fomc  gcntlenrtcn  fecm  very  fond,  IVhether  //  would  ftat  *»  hiier 
Majfiftthi  ^een  of  Hungary  with  money  only  ? 

This  opinion  at  firft  (ight  is  extremely  plaufible  ;  if  die  Queen  of 

Hungary  has  been  able  to  do  fo  much  with  an  aid  of  500,000/*  what 

night  &e  not  be  able  to  do  with  a  million  more  f  Sir,  a  million  more 

.  ,  would 
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would  by  no  means  anfwcr  in  the  fame  proportion.  When  a  fum  is 
given  her,  which  with  the  bcft  oeconomy  can  fufficc  barely  to  put  her 
troops  in  motion,  when  the  enemy  is  at  her  very  gates,  her  all  at  an 
immediate;  ftakc,  there  can  be  no  room  for  a  mifapplication  of  it. 
But  a  fum  fo  immenfc  as  that  of  a  million  and  a  half,  would  dazzle 
the  eyes  of  a  court  fo  little  ufed  to  fee  fuch  fums  ;  and  as  an  Ho- 
nourable Gentlemen  [Mr.  Horace  Walpole]  long  verfed  in  foreign 
afiairs,  and  well  acquainted  with  thcfe  matters,  told  you  in  a  former 
•debate,  would  be  much  of  it  fquandercd  among  the  Auftrian  minifters 
and  favourites.  I  make  no  fcruple  to  add  to 'this,  that  fome  fm:d 
part  might  fall  to  the  (hare  of  minifters  elfewhere.  But  there  is  ano- 
ther danger  which  Gentlemen  who  contend  for  this  meafure  do  not 
confider :  can  they  who  profefs'a  diftruft  of  all  minifters,  and  par- 
ticularly thofe  who  are  now  employed  at  home ;  they  who  have  ever 
jargued  againft  all  votes  of  credit  upon  this  principle,  that  it  affords 
an  opportunity  to  minifters  of  defrauding  the  fervicc,  and  of  putting 
large  fums  into  the  purfe  of  the  crown,  or  into  their  private  pockets; 
can  they  now  argue  for  this  meafure,  which  I -may  be  bold  to  fay, 
would  be  in  effcd  the  moft  enormous  vote  of  credit  that  was  ever 
given  in  the  world  ?  Gentlemen  infinuate,  diat  the  taking  the  Hano- 
verian forces  into  Britifti  pay,  is  a  criminal  complaifance,  calculated 
only  to  confirm  an  infant  and  a  tottering  adminiftration.  But  how 
much  greater  means  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  would  an  alternative  like  diis 
afford  ?  Suppofe  a  minifter,  unfirm  in  his  new  acquired  power,  to 
ingratiate  himfelf  with  his  prince,  (hould  propofe  a  fcheme  to  re* 
plenifli  the  coffers  of  an  exhauftcd  civil  lift,  fquandered  in  fuch  vife 
purpofes,  that  no  man  could  have  the  hardincfs  to  come  to  Paifia- 
ment,  or  dare  to  hope  a  fupply  for  it  by  any  regular  application  to  ' 
Ah  Houfe  ?  What  method  could  be  devifed  by  fuch  a  minifter  hhn- 
felf,  to  do  the  job  more  excellent  than  this  ?  For  who  can  doubt 
that  (guard  it  how  you  will)  the  Queen  of  Hungary  might  be  in- 
duced, in  the  condition  in  which  flie  now  ftands,  to  accept  a  million^ 
and  to  give  a  receipt  m  full  for  the  whole  fum  ?  How  could  you  pre* 
vent  an  undcrftanding  of  this  kind  between  two  courts  ?  and  how 
cafy,  therefore,  might  it  be  to  fmk  500,000/.  out  of  fo  vaft  a  grant *^ 
Sir,  I  will  fufpeil  no  minifter,  but  I  will  truft  none  in  this  degree; 
and  I  wonder  other  Gcnilemen  do  not  fufpeil,  if  1  do  not.  From 
^ence,  therefore,  I  confider  this  as  a  proportion  bo;h  fallacious  and 
unfafe  i  for  though  i%  be  a  fadl;,.that  the  fame  fum  of  money  nugfat 
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MnCatn  in  Auftria  double  the  number  of  troops;  yet,  if  no  more 
than  half  that  money  (hould  be  applied  (as  I  have  (hewn  great  reafon 
tobelieve  that  it  would  not)  to  the  ufes  of  the  war,  it  is  evident,  that 
you  would  deceive  yourfelves,  and  would  have  but  an  equal  number 
of  raw,  irregalar,  undilbiplined,  and  much  worfe  troops  for  it. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  yet  a  ftronger  argument  againft  the  fiipply  In 
money  only.  What  are  our  views  in  fupporting  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary? Our  views  are  general  znA  parttcular\  general^  to  fave  the 
Hoofe  of  Auftria,  and  to  preferve  a  balance  of  power;  particulary  to 
prevent  the  French  from  making  any  further  acquifitions  on  this  (ide 
of  Flanders.  The  firft  might  poffibly  be  anfwered  in  a  good  degree, 
by  giving  that  Princefs«n  equivalent  in  money;  but  the  fecond  can- 
not be  fecurely  provided  againft,  without  an  army  on  this  fide  of 
Europe  in  the  Britifli  pay.  Sir,  is  it  not  natural  for  every  one  of  us 
to  guard  our  vital  parts,'  rather  than  our  more  remote  members  ? 
Would  not  the  Queen  of  Hungary  (tHpulate  and  condition  with  her 
as  you  pleaie)  apply  the  greateft  part  of  thcfe  fubfidies  in  defence  of 
herdoimnions  in  the  heart  of  Germany?  Might  it  not  even  induce 
ber  to  enlarge  her  views,  and  to  think  of  conquefts  and  equivalents 
(brwhat&e  has  already  loft,  which  it  might  be  vain  and  riiinous  for 
ns'to  fupport  her  in  ?  Would  flie  not  leave  Flanders  to  (hift  for  itfelf, 
*or  (HD  tobe  taken  care-of  by  the  Dutch  and  Britain  i  In  fuch  a  cafe, 
if  France  fhould  find  it  no  longer  poffible  to  make  any  imprefEoh  on 
her  territories  on  the  German  fide,  what  muft  we  expe<ft  to  be  the 
confequence  ?  I  think  it  very  vifible  fhe  would  on  a  fudden  quit  her 
•e^nfive  and  deftruflive  projc(as  on  that  quarter,  and  there  onfy 
carry  on  a  defenfive  war,  while  Ihe  fell  \Vith  the  greater  part  of  her 
force  at  once  upon  the  Low  Countries,  which  would  by  this  meafure 
be  whdly  unprovided  ;  and  (he  might  there  acquire  in  one  campaign, 
before  any  poffibility  of  making  head  againft  her,  (which  the  Dutch 
would  hardly  attempt,  and  could  certainly  not  alone  be  able  to  eftedt) 
>U  that  {he  has  been  endeavouring  for  the  laft  century  to  obtain,  and 
what  no  union  of  powers  could  be  ever  capable  of  regaining  from  her. 
AH  this  will  be  efiedually  prevented  by  an  army  paid  by  us  on  this 
fide  of  Europe ;  an  army  ready  to  march  to  the  borders  of  her  coun- 
iry,  and  to  intercept  her  fuccours  and  fupplics  for  the  German  war ; 
tn  army,  ready  to  protect  the  petty  ftates,  whofe  intereft  and  Inclina- 
tion It  apparent!]^  muft  be  to  declare  for  us,  and  to  join  their  forces 
with  us,  when  ilicy  no  longer  fear  the  power  of  France;  an  army^ 
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^i^b  m^f^^bl;  give  cpun^sr  9od  fyirtt  to  greater  powers,  vb0 
may  ftill  doubt,  without  tbcfe  vigorous  raeafures^  (after  what  thcjr 
have  forknerly  ^pedcncod)  whether  tbey  could  even  yet  depend  upoa 
us  ^  an  army,  (if  the  pofture  of  aiFairs  fliould  make  it  ncceflary}  able 
to  caule  a  powerful  diverfvon  to  the  French  forces,  by  an  attack  upop 
Lorrain  and  Cbaippagnev  and  ftill  within  diftance  to  ref^irn  upon 
j|S  ftops  in  time^  tp  prevent  tjie  French  from  carrying  any  pQiat  of 
confec^pence.in  Flanders,  (hould  they  then  attempt  it. 

One  argument  more,  I  beg  leave  to  mention,  and  it  is  of  grtat 
weight.  Admit  that  the  fums  raifed  upon  the  fubjf^l  m^bt  be  grcat^ir 
in  the  one  cafe  than  the  other,  the  fums  remitted  oiUtof  thekingdeqi 
would  be  infinitely  Icfs.  Whatever  is  remitted  ta  the  Qi^een  rf 
Hungary,  is  buried  in  the  remoteft  parts  of  Germanyy  and  can  never 
return  to  us ;  whereas  in  a  war  carried  on  by  troops  in  our  QWpJ 
on  this  fide,  by  much  the  greater  part  of  the  exjpence  returns  to  us 
again  in  part  by  the  pay  of  officers,,  by  the  fupply  of.  provifions  an! 
neceilaries  in  a  country  exhaufled  by  armies,  ammunition,  ordnaocei 
borfes,  clothing,  accoutrements,  and  a  multitude  of  other  articles, 
which  I  need  not  enumerate,  becaufe  experience|» which  is  thefouiuicfl 
leafoncr,  fully  proved  it  in  the  example  of  the  laft  war,  at  the  a»* 
clufion  of  which,  notwithftanding  the  prodigious  fiima  expended  in 
it^  tbis  nation  felt  no  i^nfiUe  cflFed  from  a  diminution  q(  ks  ICQC- 
rent  ipecie* 

.  Sir^  I  was  prepared  to  have  fpokeo  much  more  largely  to  thi$  fiili* 
je£^  but.my  difcourfe  has  already  been  drawn  to  a  greater  kng^ 
than  I  imigined^  in  treating  upon  the.  argument  tfaus;^r3  J^ihsUi 
therefore,  avoid  troubling  y^  any  farther  upon  k  at  this  tiiaei  I 
ihall  only  obferve^  that  in  my  bumble  opiiUon,  it  is  fufficielHly pfovej, 
^ft,  that  we  muft  aSlft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  and  that  we  muftd^it 
yf\ih  all  our  force  *,  next^  that  we  cannot  do  it  with  money  onlf)  but 
in  part  virith  a  land  army,  and  that  this  land  army  cannot  be  coaveoi* 
•ntly  (I  m^y  fay  poi^ly)  compofed  at  this  time,  without  the  Hano* 
verian  troopsu  This  qucllion  therefore  can,  I  think,  be  no  \QQfft 
debated,  but  upon  the  foot  of  popular  prejudices  and  infinuatiQOS  of 
an  itnproper  connection  of  Hanoverian  and  Britiih  interefts ;  but  is 
I  could  not  enter  into. this  fubjecl  without  concern  and  iadigoatidai 
and  aa  it  is  a  very  delicate  point  for  me  in  particular  to  debate  ufo$9 
I  ihali  leai^e  this  part  of  the  queliion  to  other  GentkuQeo^  who  can 
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engage  in  it  both  with  lefs  inconvenience,  and  with  more  ability^ 
than  it  is  poi&ble  for  me  to  do. 

To  which  Mr.  0£0R0E  GrenvilLE  replied  in  fubftance  :*— 
Sir,  Though  I  am  far  from  thii^king  myfelf  able  to  produce,  without 
ftttdy  or  premeditation,  a  complete  anfwer  to  the  elaborate  and 
artful  harangue  which  you  have  now  heard,  yet  as  I  cannot  be  con- 
vinced of  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  meafures  which  have  been  defended 
with  fo  much  fubtilty,  I  (hall  at  leaft  endeavour  to  fhew,  that  my 
difapprobation  is  not  merely  the  efFeft  of  obftinacy,  and  that  I  have 
at  leaft  cunlidered  the  propofals  of  the  mlniftry,  before  1  have  ventured 
to  condemn  them. 

Whether  we  ought  to  think  ourfel  ves  indifpenfably  obliged  to  main- 
tain, at  all  events,  the  balance  of  power  on  the  continent,  to  maintain 
it  without  allies,  to  mainuin  it  againft  a  combination  of  almoft  all 
Europe,  I  (hall  not  now  enquire  j  I  will  fuppofeit  for  once  our  duty 
to  ibuggle  with  impoflibility,  and  not  only  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of 
Aulbia  when  it  is  attacked,  but  to  raife  it  when  it  is  fallen  ;  fallen 
by  our  own  negligence,  and  oppreflfed  with  the  weight  of  all  the  fur-> 
rounding  powers ;  and  (hall  therefore  at  prefent  only  enquire,  by 
what  means  we  may  afford  that  alEftance  with  moft  benefit  (0  our 
allies,  and  leaft  danger  to  ourfelves« 

With  regard  to  our  ally,  that  affiftance  writ  be  apparently  moft 
advantageous  to  her,  by  which  her  ftrength  will  be  moft  increafed, 
and  therefore  it  may  perhaps  be  more  ufeiul  to  her  to  find  her  money 
dian  troops ;  but  if  we  muft  fupply  her  with  troops,  I  doubt  not  but 
it  will  readily  appear,  that  we  may  eafily  find  troops  which  may  be 
of  more  ufe  and  lefs  expence  than  thofe  of  Hanover. 

It  has  been  obferved,  with  regard  to  the  convenient  fituation  of 
Aofe  troops,  that  it  cannot  now  be  denied,  fince  they  are  aAing  in 
Flanders  inconjun£Hon  with  the  Briti(h  forces.  This  is  an  aflertioa 
to  which,  though  it  was  uttered  with  an  air  of  viAorious  confidence, 
though  it  was  produced  as  an  infuperable  argument,  by  which  alt 
thofe  who  intended  oppofition  were  to  be  reduced  to  (ilence  and  de- 
fpair,  many  objections  may  be  made,  which  it  will  require  another 
hanuigue  equally  elaborate  to  remove. 

That  the  troops  of  Hanover  are  now  a£ling  in  conjunfKon  with 
die  Britons,  I  know  not  how  any  man  can  affirm,  unlefs  he  has  re- 
ceived intelligence  by  fome  airy  meflengers,  or  has  fome  fympathetic 
communication  with  them  not  indulged  to  the  reft  of  mankind. 
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None  of  the  accounts  which  have  been  brought  hither  of  the  affairs 
of  the  continent  have  yet  informed  us  of  any  aSion,  or  tendency  to 
aflion  i  the  Hanoverians  have  indeed  been  reviewed  in  conjunftion 
with  our  forces,  but  have  hitherto  not  aScd\  nor  have  the  armies 
yet  cemented  the  alliance  by  any  common  danger,  or  (hewn  yet  that 
they  are  friends  otherwife  than  by  flecping  and  eating  together,  by 
cfiting  at  the  expence  of  the  fame  nation. 

Nor  am  I  at  prefent  inclined  to  grant,  that  cither  army  is  fituatcd 
where  it  may  be  of  moft.  ufe  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  for  they 
now  loiter  in  a  country  which  no  enemy  threatens,  and  in  which 
rtotbing  therefore  can  be  feared  ;  a  country  very  remote  from  the  feat 
of- war,  and  which  will  probably  be  laft  attacked.  If  the  affiftance 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  had  been  defigned,  there  appears  no  realba 
why  the  Hanoverians  (hould  have  matched  thither,  or  why  this  im- 
portant conjunction  (hould  have  been  formed,  fincc  they  might,  in 
much  lefs  time,  ^and  with  lefs  expence,  have  joined  the  Auftriar, 
and  perhaps  have  enabled  them  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the  French, 
and  cut  ofF  the  retreat  of  the  army  which  was  fent  to  the  relief  of 
Prague.  But  this  march,  though  it  would  have  been  lefs  tedious, 
would  have  been  more  dangerous,  and  would  not  have  been  very 
confident  with  the  defigns  of  thofe  who  are  more  defirous  of  re- 
ceiving wages  than  of  deferving  them ;  nor  is  it  likely,  that  thofe 
who  required  levy  money  for  troops  already  levied,  and  who  dc- 
ruanded,  that  they  fhould  be  paid  a  long  time  before  they  beg;an  to 
in^ch,  would  hurry  them  to  adion,  or  endeavour  to  put  a  period 
to  fo  gainful  a  trade  as  that  of  hiring  troops  which  are  not  to  be 
cxpofed. 

This  cofKiucEl,  however  vifibly  abfurd,  I  atn  very  far  from  im- 
puting either  to  cowardice  or  ignorance ;  for  there  is  reafon  to 
fufpefi,  that  they  marched,  into  Flanders  only  becaufe  they  could  not 
appear  in  Any  other  place  as  the  allies  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
without  exppfing  their  Sovereign  to  the  imperial  interdi£(. 

It  is  therefore  not  only  certain,  that  thefe  troops,  thefe  boafted  and 
important  troops,  have  not  yet  been  of  any  ufe  ;  but  probable  that 
no  ufe  is  intended  for  them,  and  that  t-hc  fole  view  of  thofe  who  have 
introduced  them  into  our  fervice,  is  to  pay  their,  court  by  enriching 
Hanover  with  the  fpoils  of  Britain* 

That  this  is  in  reality  their  intention,  appears  from  the  eftimatcs . 
to  -which  aA  appca\  ba$  been  io  confidently  made,  but  which,  if  tbcy 
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are  compared  with  a  contraft  made  for  the  troops  of  the  fame  n^,tion 
in  the  laft  war,  will  (hew  how  much  their  price  has  rifen  fmce  their 
S^nrcreign  was  exalted  to  this  throne  ;  though  I  cannot  find  any  pfoof, 
that  their  reputation  has  increafed,  nor  candifcover  from  their  anions 
in  Flanders  any  reafon  to  believe,  that  their  ferviccs  will  be  greater. 

It  is  now  to  little  purpofe  to  enquire,  whether  there  are  any  other 
troops  that  could  have  been  more  properly  employed,  fince  it  is  cer- 
tain, that,  whatever  may  be  the  genera]  charafter,  or  the  late-conduft 
of  other  nations,  it  is  the  intereft  of  Britain  to  employ  rather  any 
troops  than  thefe,  as  any  evil  is  rather  to  be  chofen  than  animofitics 
between  our  Sovereign  and  our  fellow- fuhjefts ;  and  fuch  animofitics 
muft  inevitably  arife  from  this  deteftable  preference  of  the  troops  of 
Hanover. 

[Thcqueftion  was  carried  by  67,  the  Ayes  being  260 ;  Noes  193. 
This  affair  was  again  debated  with  vehemence  upon  the  report  on 
Monday,  December  13,  1742,  upon  a  queftion,  whether  the  levy 
money  ibould  ftand  part  of  the  general  queftion,  which  was  carried 
**753j  Ayes  230,  Noes  177.] 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 

February  i,  1742- 3. 

The  order  of  the  day  fir  taking  into  conftderation  the  fiveral  E/limates  of 
the  Charge  of  the  Forces  in  the  Pay  of  Great- Britain  was  read^  upon 
which  LordSr  ASHORE  rofe  up^  andfpoke  infubjlance  as  follows : — 

My  Lords,  I  have  always  underftood,  that  the  peculij^r  happincfs 
of  the  Britifli  nation  confifts  in  this,  that  nothing  of  importance  can 
be  undertaken  by  the  government,  without  the  confent  of  the  people 
as  reprefented  by  the  other  Houfe,  and  that  of  your  Lordfhips,  whofii 
large  poflcffions,  and  the  merits  either  of  your  ancefiors  or  yourfelves, 
have  given  you  the  privilege  of  voting  in  your  own  right  in  national 
confuhations. 
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The  ftdiFantagcs  of  this  conftitution^  th^B  (fcurity  which  it  confers 
upon  the  nation,  and  the  reftraint  M^itch  it  lays  upon  corrupt  minif- 
ters,  or  ambitious  princes,  are  in  themfelves  too  obvious  to  admit  oP 
explanation,  and  too  well  known  in  this  great  Aflembly>  by  who& 
anceftors  they  were  originally  obtained,  and  preferved  at  the  TFequent 
hazard  of  life  and  fortune,  for  me  to  imagine,  that  I  can  make  then 
either  more  efteemed  or  better  underftood. 

My  intention,  my  Lords,  is  not  to  teach  others  the  regaird  which 
the  conftitution  of  our  government,  or  the  happinefs  of  the  nation 
demands  from  them,  but  to  (hew  how  much  I  regard  them  myfelf, 
by  en<)eavouriog  to  preferve  anddefend  them  at  a  time  when  I  think 
them  invaded  and  endangered., 

Upon  the  examination  of  the  eftimates  now  before  ps,  I  cannot  but 
think  it  seceflary,  my  Lords,  that  every  man  who  values  libertji 
ihould  exert  that  fpirit  by  which  it  was  at  firft  eftablifbed ;  that  every 
man  (hould  rou&  from  his  fecurity,  and  awaken  all  his  vigilance  and 
all  bis  zeal,  left  the  bold  attempt  that  has  been  now  made  ihould,  if 
it  be  not  vigoronffy  reprclTed^  be  an  encouragement  to  the  more 
dangerous  incroachments ;  and  left  that  fabrick  of  power  ihould  be 
deftroyed^  which  has  been  ereded  at  fuch  expence  and  with  fuch  la- 
bour; at  which  one  generation  has  toiled  after  another,  andof  whick 
the  wifdom  of  the  moft  experienced  and  penetrating  i^atefmen  have 
been  employed  to  perfed  its  fymmetry,  and  the  induftry  of  the  moft 
virtuous  patriots  to  repair  its  decays. 

The  firilobjeS:  which  the  eftimates  force  upo^our  obfervation  is 
fei  mimerous  body  of  foreign  troops,  for  the  levy  and  payment  of 
which  a  very  targe  fum  is  demanded  ;  and  demanded  at  a  time,  when 
the  nation  is  to  the  laft  degree  embarrailed  and  oppfeiled^  when  it  is 
eng^ed  in  a  war  with  a  powerful  empire,  and  almoft  overwhelmed 
with  the  debts  that  were  contracted  in  former  confederacies  ;  when  it 
is  engaged  in  a  war,  not  for  the  recovery  of  forgotten  claims,  or  for 
the  gratification  of  reftlefs  ambition,  not  for  the  confumption  of 
exuberant  weaTth,  or  for  the  difcharge  of  fuperfluous  inhabitants ;  but 
a  war,  in  which  the  pioft  important  interefts  are  fct  to  hazard,  and 
•by  which  the  freedom  of  navigation  muft  be  either  eftablilhedor  loft; 
a  war  which  muft  determine  the  fovereignty  of  the  ocean,  the  rights 
of  commerce,  and  the  ftate  of  our  colonies ;  a  war,  in  which  we 
may.  indeed  be  vi^rioua  witbwt  any  increafe  of  our  reputation ; 
:•  ••    .  ..  but 
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tut  in  which  we  cannot  be  defeated  without  lofing  all  our  inikienoc 
upon  foreign  powers,  and  becoming  fubjed  to  the  infolence  of  petty 
princes. 

When  foreign  troops  are  hired,  at  a  time  like  this,  it  is  natural  to 
expc& that  they  have  been  procured  by  contrads  uncommonly  frugal ; 
becaufe  no  nation  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  lavilh  in  a  time  of  diftre6« 
k  is  natural,  my  Lords,  to  exfcA  that  they  ihould  be  employed  in 
expeditions  of  the  tttmoll  importance ;  becaufe  no  trifling  .advantage 
ought  to  incite  a  people  overbmthened  with  taxes,  to  oppreft  them- 
feives  with  any  new  escpence  i  and  it  may  be  juftly  fuppofed,  that  thefe 
troops  wer<  hired  hy  the  advice  of  the  Senate  ;  becaufe  no  minifter 
can  be  fuppofed  (b  hardened  in  defiance  of  his  country,  in  contempt 
of  the  laws,  and  in  difregand  of  the  public  happinefs,  as  to  dare  to  ixK- 
troduce  foreigners  into  the  public  fervice,  in  profeciition  of  his  own 
private  fchemes,  or  to  rob  the  nation  which  he  profefles  to  ferve, 
diat  be  may  increafe  the  wealth  of  another. 

But  upon  confideration  of  this  eftimate,  my  Lords,  all  thefe  ex* 
pedations,  however  reafonable  in  tbemfelves,  however  confifteut' 
with  the  declarations  of  the  wifeft  ftatefmen,  and  the  pra&ice  of 
former  times,  will  be  difappointed }  for  it  will  be  found  that  die 
troops  of  which  we  are  now  to  ratify  the  provifions  for  their  payment^ 
are  raifed  at  an  cxpence  never  known  on  the  like  occafion  before^ 
when  the  nation  was  far  more  able  to  fuppoit  it  ^  that  they  have  yet 
been  employed  in  no  expedition,  that  they  have  neither  fought  o 
hatde,  nor  befieged  a  town,  nor  undertaken  any  deiign,  nor  hindered 
7ny  that  has  been  formed  by  thofe  againfl  whom  they  are  pretended 
;  *  to  have  been  r aifed ;  that  they  have  not  yet  drawn  a  fword  but  at  a 
review,  nor  heard  the  report  of  fire-arms  but  upon  a  feftival ;  that 
they  have  not  yet  feen  an  enemy,  and  that  they  are  pofted  where  no 
enemy  is  likely  to  approach  them. 

But  this,  my  Lords,  is  not  the  circumftanoe  which  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  moft  ftrongly  to  zSEsSt  us ;  troops  may  be  raifed  without 
being  employed,  and  money  expended  without  eiFed}  but  fuch  mea- 
fores,  though  they  ought  to  be  cenfured  and  rectified,  may  be  borne 
withput  any  extraordinary  degree  of  indignation.  While  our  confti* 
tution  remains  unviolated,  temporary  lofies  may  be  eafily  repaired^'' 
and  accidental  mifeonduA  fpcedUy  retrieved ;  but  when  the  puUic 
rights  are  infringed,  when  the  mimftry  afliime  the  power  of  giving 
away  the  properties  of  the  people,  it  is  then  necel&ry  to  exert  an  un» 
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common  degree  of  vigour  and  refentment ;  it  is  as  necefifary  to  flop 
ih?  incroachments  of  lawlefs  power,  as  to  oppofe  the  torrent  of  a 
deluge ;  which  may  be  perhaps  refilled  at  firft,  but  from  whlcb,  the 
country  that  is  once  overwhelmed  by  it,  cannot  be  recovered. 

To  raifcthis  ardour,  my  Lords,  to  ex  tite  this  laudaUe  refentment, 
I  believe  it  will.bc  only  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  thofc  troops  were 
raifed  widiout  the  advice  or  the  con&nt  of  the  Senate  ;  that  this  new 
burthen  has  been  laid  upon  the  nation  by  the  defpotic  wtii  of  the 
minifters,  and  that  the  demands  made  for  their  fupport  may  be  iaid 
to  be  a  tax  laid  upon  the  people,  not  by  the  Senate  but  by  the  Court. 
The  motives  upon  which  the  miniftry  have  a6led  on  this  occafion 
are,  fo  far  as  they  can  be  dificovered,  and  indeed,  there  appears  very 
litde  care  to  conceal  them,  fuch  as  no  fubjedt  of  this  Crown  ever 
(iared  to  proceed  upon  before  ;  they  are  fuch  as  the  Adt  of  Settlement, 
t^at  adi  to. which  our  Sovereign  owes  his  title  to  this  Throne,  ought 
for  ever  to  have  excluded  froni  Britiih  CourKiis. 

.  I  fhouid  proceed,  my  Lords,  to  expbin  this  new  method  of  im- 
povcriihing  our  country,  and  endeavour  to  fhow  the  principles  from 
which  it  arifes,  and  the  end  which  it  muft  promote.  But  fome  fud- 
dtxrindifpofition  obliges  me  to  contrad  my  plan,  and  conclude  much 
fooher  than  I  intended  with  moving,  ^^  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
p/rfcnted  to  his  Majefly,  to  befeech  and  advife  his  Majefiy,  that  con- 
ftdering  the  exceffive  and  grievous  expences,  incurred  by  the  great 
ntfrnber  of  foreign  troops  now  in  the  pay  of  Grcate Britain  (expences 
fo  increafed  by  the  extraordinary  manner,  as  we  apprehend,  of 
niaking  the  ^ftimatcs  relating  thereunto,  and  which  do  not  appear  to 
\i$y  conducive  to  the  end  propofed)  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioiifly 
pkafed^  in  compaifion  to  his  people  loaded  already  with  fuch  m*' 
merous  and. heavy  taxes,  fuch  large  and  growing. debts,  and  greater 
annual  expences  than  this  nation,  at  any  time,  ever  before  fuftained, 
to  exonerate  his  fubje<!ii8  of  the  charge  and  burthen  of  thofe  mercena- 
rtCjl  who  were  taken  into  our  fervice  laft  year,  without  the  advice  or 
coofent  of  Parliament." 

:Lord  Samdwich  fpoke  next  in  fupport  of  the  motion  to  thefol- 
lawing  effcA : — My  Lords,  Though  I  heard  the  noble  Lord  with  ib 
n^uch  (deafure,  that  I  could  not  but  vfittk  he  had  been  able  to  deliver 
bisienciments  more  fully  upon  this  inriportant  a&ir  ;  yet  I  think  the 
motion  fo  reafonable  and  juft,  that  though  he  might  have  fct  it  yet 
TOQt^  beyxoA  the -danger  of  oppcfition,'  though  be  might  have  pro* 
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ducerf  many  arguments  in  defence  of  it,  which  perhaps  wfll  not  occur 
to  any  other  Lords  ;  yet  I  fliall  be  able  to  juftify  it  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  may  fecurc  the  approbation  of  the  unprejudiced  and  difintcrefted  ; 
and  therefore  I  rife  up  to  fecond  it  with  that  confidence,  which  always 
arifcs  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  honcft  intentions,  and  of  an  impartial 
enquiry  after  truth. 

The  meafures,  my  Lords,  which  have  given  occafion  to  this  mo*- 
tion,  have  been  for  fome  time  the  fubjeiS  of  my  reflefbons  ;  I  hiVt 
endeavoured  to  examine  them  in  their  full  extent,  to  recolle£^  th^ 
previous  occurrences  by  which  the  mini  ft  ry  might  have  beeti  Iw* 
fiiieEiCed  to  engage  in  them,  and  todifcover  the  certain  and  the  proba* 
ble  confequences  v^ich  they  may  either  immodiatoly,  or  more  re^ 
mocely  produce  ;  I  have  laboured  to  coUedb  from  thofe  who  are  fup^ 
pofed  to  be  moft  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  Europe,  and  the  fchemt 
cf  Bricifli  policy  which  is  at  prefent  purfued,  the  arguments  which 
can  be  offered  in  favour  of  thefe  new  engagements ;  and  ilave  com^ 
pared  tfaem  with  the  conduft  of  former  stges  upon  the  like  occafions  ( 
but  the  refult  of  all  my  fearches  into  hiftory,  all  my  converfatton  witb 
pditicians  of  every  party,  and  all  my  private  meditations,  has  beeft 
cmly:,  that  I  am  every  hour  confirmed  by  fome  new  evidence  in  the 
c^nion  which  1  had  firft  formed  ;  and  now  imagined  my&lf  to  knour 
what  I  at  firft  believed,  that  wr  are  entangled  in  a  labyrinth  of  which 
DO  end  is  to  be  feen,  and  in  which  no  certain  path  has  yet  been  dil^ 
covered  ^  that  we  are  purfuing  fchenges  which  are  in  no  degree  hecef* 
iary  to  the  profperity  of  our  countr^v  by  means  which  ar^  apparently 
contrary  to  law,  to  policy,  and  to  juftice;  and  that  we  are  involved 
in  a  foreign  quarrel  only  to  wafte  that  blood,  and  exbauft  that  trea^^ 
fure,  which  might  be  employed  in  recovering  the  rights  of  commerce, 
and  regaining  the  dominion  of  the  fea. 

To  profccute  the  war  againft  Spain  with  that  vigour  which  intereft 
and  icfontmem  might  be  expe(fled  to  produce,  to  rcprcfs.  th»it  info- 
lence  by  which  our  navigation  has  been  confined,  and  to  puniih  t!fat 
capacity  by  which  our  merchants  have  been  plundered,  and  that 
cruelty  by  which  our  fellow-fubje£ls  have  been  enflavcd,  tortured  arrd 
murdered^  had  been  an  attempt  in  which  every  honeft  man  would 
readily  have  concurred,  and  to  which  all  thofe  who  had  fenfe  to 
diicern  their  own  intereft,  or  virtue  to  promote  the  public  happinefs, 
would  cheerfully  have  conttbuted,  however  loaded  with  taxes,  op^^ 
preflcd  wkh  a  ftanding  army,  and  plundered  by  the  vultures  of  a 
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court :  nor  is  the  ancient  fpirit.of  the  Brttiih  nation  fo  much  de- 
prefled,  but  that  when.SpaiVi  had  been  fubdued^  vrhen  our  rights  hd 
been  publicly  acknowledged,  our  lofles  repaired,  and  our  colonies 
fecured  J  when  our  (kips  had  again  failed  in*,  fecurity,  and  our  flag 
awed  the  ocean  of  America,  we  might  then  have  extended  our  views 
to  foreign  countries,  might  have  aflumed  once  more  the  guardianfhip 
of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  have  given  law  to  the  powers  of  the 
continent,  and  fuperintend  the  happinefs  of  mankind.  But  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  our  affairs,  when  we  have  made  war  fw  years 
without  advantage,  while  our  mod:  important  rights  are  yet  fubjed 
to  the  chance  of  battle,  why  we  (bould  engage  in  the  defence  of 
other  princes  more  than  our  ftipulations  require,  I  am  not  able  to 
difcover^  nor  can  I  conceive  what  motive  can  incite. us,  after  having 
fuiFered  fo  much  from  a  weak  enemy  to  irritate  a  ftronger. 

To  the  meafures  which  are  now  purfued,  were  there  no  other  ar* 
gpments  to  be  alledged  againft  them,  I  ihould  think  it,  my  Lords,  a 
fufficient  obje&ion  that  they  are  unneceflary,  and  that  this  is  not  a 
time  for  political  experiments,  or  for  wanton  expences,  I  IhouM 
think,  that  the  prefent  diftrefles  of  the  public  ought  to  reftrain  your 
LordjQiips  from  approving  any  fteps  by  which  our  burthens  may  be 
made  more  heavy,  burthens  under  which  we  are  already  finking)  ani 
which  a  peace  of  more  than  twenty  years  has  not  contributed  to 
lighten. 

But  that  they  are  unneceflary,  my  Lords,  is  the  weakeft  alleptioa 
that  can  b^  offered  ;  for  they  are  fuch  a$  tend  not  only  to  obftrud  the 
advancemetit  of  more  advantageous  defigns,  but  to  bring  upon  us  the 
he^vieft  calamities  ;  they  will  not  only  hinder  us  froih  increafuig  Qur 
ftrength,  but  will  fmk  us  to  the  greateft  degree  of  weaknefsj  they 
will  not  only  impoverifh  us  for  the  prefent,  which  may  be  fometimes 
th^  eSe£l  of  ufeful  and  beneficial  defigns,  but  may  deprefs  us  below 
a  poffibility  of  recovery,  and  reduce  us  to  receive  laws  from  (omt 
foreign  power. 

This  is,  indeed,  a  dreadful  profpeA  i  but  what  other  can  arife  to 
us  froni  a  war  vvith  France,  with  the  mofl  wealthy  cn^rc  of  the 
iiniverfc,  of  which  we  wcr^  fufficiently  (bewn  the  ftrength  in  the  la|« 
war,  by  the  refiftance  which  all  the  furrrounding  nations  found  it 
^le  to  make  againft  their  united  efforts,  and  which  the  debts  that 
they  thep  contraAcd,  and  the  towns  that  were  then  d^oycd,  will 
W%  eafily  fuffer  them  |o  forget.    Of  this  empire,,  ipy. Lords,  tbuf 
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pveiful)  thus  formidable,  neither  the  dominions  are  contrafled, 
nor  the  trade  impaired,  nor  the  inhabitants  diminifhed.  The  French 
armies  are  no  lefs  numerous  than  under  their  late  mighty  monarchy 
their  territories  are  inCreafed  by  new  acquiiitions,  their  trade  has  long 
been  promoted  by  the  deftruSion  of  ours,  ^and  their  wealth  has  been 
by  confequei^ce  increafcd.  They  have  not,  my  Lords,  like  this  un- 
happy nation,  been  exhaufted  by  temporary  expedients  and  ufeleis 
armaments ;  they  have  not  harafied  their  merchants  to  aggrandife 
the  Court,  nor  thrown  away  the  opportunities  which  this  interval  of 
quiet  has  afforded  them,  in  the  firuggles  of  fadion ;  they  have  not 
been  mokiplyingDfficers  to  betray  the  people,  and  taxing  the  people 
to  fupport  their  oppreflbrs ;  but  have  with  equal  policy,  diligence^ 
and  Aicce&,  recovered  the  lofles  which  they  then  fuftained,  and 
enabled  themfelves  to  make  another  ftand  againft  a  general  con** 
federacy. 

Againft  this  empire,  my  Lords,  are  we  now  to  be  engaged  in  % 
war,  without  trade,  and  without  money,  loaded  with  debts,  and  ha- 
rafied yfiili  exa^ons ;,  for  what  confequences  can  be  expe^ed  from 
lending  our  troops  into  the  frontier-towns,  but  that  the  French  will 
charge  us  nfith  beginning  hoftilities,  and  declare  war  againft  us,  or 
attack  U9  without  a  declaration  -,  and  that  we  Iball  be  obliged  to  ftand 
abne  againft  the  whole  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  while  all 
our  ancient  allies  ftand  at  a  diftance  fpiritlefs  and  intimidated,  or  per- 
,  haps  lecretly  incite  our  enemies  againft  us,  in  hopes  of  ftiaring  our 
'  phinder,  or  of  rifing  on  our  ruin* 

I  know  it  has  been  aliedged,  and  alledged  with  fuch  a  degree  of 
I  confidence,  as  it  is  reafonable  to  hope  nothing  could  produce  but  a 
i  coBciouffiefs  of  truth,  that  the  Dutch  have  already  confented  to  affift 
I  US;  nor  is  it  without  regret,  that  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  declare, 
Ihatthis  ailertion  is  nothing  more  than  one  of  thofe  tranfient  vifiona 
with  which  it  has  been  for  a  long  time  the  cuftom  of  Britifti  minifters 
to  delude  the  people,  to  pacify  their  clamours,  and  lull  them  in 
fecttrity  ;  one  of  thofe  artifices  from  which  nothing  more  is  expefied 
than  that  it  ihall  operate  upon  the  nation,  till  the  circumftances  of 
our  afiaiirs  furnidi  out  another,  whjch  is  likewife,  in  a  Ihort  time  to 
be  exploded  only  to  make  way  for  new  falftxoods  in  a  perpetual 
iiicceffioR. 

Such,  my  Lord?,  h  the  art  of  government  difcovered  by  ^e  won- 
UML  (agitcity  of  modern  ftatfffmen  i  who  have  found  out,  that  it  ts 
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eaficr  to  palliate  than  to  cure;  and  that  the  people  niay  be  quieted 
by  political  foporifics,  while  d'rfeafes  arc  preying  upon  them,  while 
their  Hrength  decays,  and  their  rkais  are  eonfumed. 

That  thefe  felljioods  prevail  upon  mankind,  and  (hat  after  the  dit 
covery  of  one  cheat,  another  equally  grofs  is  patiently  borne,  cannot 
but  raife  the  wonder  of  a  man  who  view^  the  world  at  a  diftance, 
and  who  has  not  opportunities  of  enquiring  into  the  various  niotives 
of  aSion  or  belief.  Such  an  one  would  be  inclined  to  think  us  a 
nation  of  fools,  that  niuft  be  ftiilcd  with  rattles,  or  amofed  with 
baubles;  and  would  readily  conclude,  that  our  minifters  were 
obliged  to  praiSife  fuf  h  fallacies,  becaufe  they  could  not  prevail  upon 
us  by  motives  adapted  to  reafonabk  beings. 

But  if  we  refled,  my  Lords,  upon  the  diffierent  principles  upon 
which  reports  like  thefe  are  propagated  and  oppofed,  it  will  eafily  be 
difcovered  that  their  fuccefs  is  not  to  be  imputed  either  to  fuperior 
art  on  one  fide,  or  uncommon  weaknefs  on  the  other.  It  is  well 
known  that  they  are  promoted  by  men  hired  for  that  purpofe  with 
large  falaries,  or  beneficial  employments,  and  that  they  can  be 
cppofbd  only  from  a  define  of  detediing  falfliood,  and  advancing  the 
public  happincfs :  it  is  apparent  that  thofe  who  invent,  tbofe  who 
circulate,  and  perhaps  part  of  thofe  who  counterfeit  belief  of  them^ 
arc  incited  by  the  profpcft  of  prK-ate  advantage,  and  immediate 
|)rofic ;  and  that  thofe  who  ftop  them  in  their  career  by  contradidion 
and  objcftions,  can  proppfe  no  other  benefit  to  themfelves,  than  that 
which  they  fhall  receive  in  common  with  every  other  member  of  the 
colnmonity ;  and  therefore  whoever  has  fufficiently  obferved  man- 
kind, to  difcover  the  reafon  fat  which  felf-intereft  has  in  almoft  all 
ages  prevailed  over  public  fpirit,  will  be  able  to  fee  why  reports  l%e 
thefe  are  not  always  fuppreffird  by  feafonatir  deteSions. 

A  minifter  ouj^hr  not  to  flatter  himfclf  that  he  has  alwavs  deceived 
ihofe  whA  appear  to  credit  his  reprefentattons ;  their  filencc  is-  not  fo 
often  the  effeft  of  credulity,  as  of  cowardice  or  indolence.  Many 
are  overborne  by  the  pomp  of  great  offices,  and  others  wBb  diftin* 
gui&  more  clearly,  and  judge  with  greater  freedom,  arc  contented 
to  enjoy  their  oWrr-  refledions,  without  reproving  thofe  whom  they 
defpair  to  reform. 

This-  report  of  the  engagement  of  the  Dutch  in  our  meafiires, 
ihall  however  furnifli  our  nHnifters  with  no  opportunity  of  boafting 
their  Addrefs,  nor  {hall  it  pafs  any  fonger  without  contridiSion ; 
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^fer'Iihall  wuhbut'any  fcruple  affirm  in  t|)e  prefence  of  tfcis  augufl 
ABsmhly^  that  the  Dutch  have  hitherto  appeared  abfolutely  neu« 
fral ;  that  they  have  not  ftewn  any  approbation  of  our  meafures,  nor 
any  inclination  to  affift  us  in  them.  I  know,  my  Lords,  how  dif- 
agfeeable  this  afTertion  may  be  to  thofc^  whofe  intereft  it  is  that  man^ 
kind  (hould  believe  them  of  no  lefs  importance  in  the  eyes  of  foreign 
powers  than  in  their  own,  and  {faoutd  imagine  that  the  remoteft 
nations  of  the  world  are  influenced  by  their  motions,  and  direSed 
by  their  counfpls ;  but  however  they  may  refent  this  declaration,  I 
defy  them  to  confute  it,  and  now  call  upon  them  to  (hew  that  the 
I^tch  have  engaged  in  any  meafure  for  the  (iipport  of  the  Queen  of 
Btagary, 

Hie  late  augmentation  of  twenty  thou£ind  men,  which  may  po(^ 
ftly  be  mentioned  as  a  proof  of  their  intention,  fliews  nothing  but 
that  they  purdie  their  own  intereft  with  their  ufual  prudence, and 

!  Attention,  and  with  fuch  as  it  is  to  be  wiihed  that  our  miniftert 
would  condefcend  to  karn  from  them  ;  and  that  they,  are  too  wife  ta 
Aiffcr  the  towns  from  which  the  Auftrians  have,  by  our  perftiftfions, 
withdrawn  their  troops  to  fall  into  ehe  hands  of  the  French.  They- 
kavc  therefore  fubftitutcd  new  garrifons,  but  feem  to  have  no  regard 
to  the  intereft  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  nor  any  other  view  than 
that  of  providing  for  their  own  fccurity,  waiting  the  event  of  the 
war,  and  laying  hold  of  any  advantage  that  may  accidentally  be  of-* 
kfei  diem. 
k  may  be  urged  fiirther  by  thofe  who  are  defiro^s  to  deceive 

'  odicrs,  or  willing  to  be  deceived  themfelves,  rfiat  the  province  of 
Holland  has  pafled  a  vote  for  aflifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary  wrth 
twenty  tboufand  men  ;  but  if  it  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  this 
Wuftbethe  general  ad  of  the.United  States,  and  that  every  province 
^  its  own  particular  views  to  gratify,  and  its  cfwn  intereft  to  re-* 
concile  with  the  general  good,  it  may  be  very  reafonably  fufpefted, 
tkat  this  affiftance  is  yet  rather  the  objed  of  hope  than  expedation  j 
ittnayjuftly  be  feared,  that  before  fo  many  various  difpofitions  will 
ttnitc,  and  fuch  different  fcbemes  will  be  made  confiftcnt,  the  Houfb' 
of  Auftria  may  be  examined,  that  our  forces  may  be  deftroyed,  anct 
Germany  enflaved  by  tbe  French.  Then,  ray  Lords,  what  yrWl 
'WBain,  but  that  we  (ban  curfe  that  folly  that  involved  us  iu  diftant 
S'wrrels,  and  that  temerity  which  fent  us  out  to  oppofe  a  power 
•Kch  wc  could  not  withftand  j  and  which  incited  us  to  waftc  that* 
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Creafure  in  fordgn  countries,  which  we  n^ay  quic  cly  want  for  the 
defence  of  our  own  ? 

It  muft  be  indeed  confefied,  that  if  an  eftimate  is  to  be  made  of 
our  condition,  from  the  condud'of  our  minifters,  the  fear  of  ex- 
haufiing  our  treafure  muft  be  merely  panic,  and  the  precepts  of  fru« 
gality  which  other  States  have  grown  great  by  bUerving,  are  to  be 
abfolutely  unneceflary.  It  may  reafonably  be  imagined  that  we  hav^ 
ibme  fecnet  mine,  or  hidden  repofitory  of  gold,  which  no  degree  of 
extravagance  can  drain*  and  which  twiy  for  ever  fuppiy  the  moft 
lavifh  expences  without  diminution. 

For  upon  what  other  fuppofition,  my  Lords,  can  any  man  attempt 
a  defence  of  the  contrad,  by  which  we  have  obtained  for  one  cam«* 
paign  the  fervice  of  the  troops  of  Hanover  i  What  but  the  coaii- 
dence  of  funds  that  can  nevo*  be  deficient,  could  influence  them  to 
conclude  a  ftipulation,  by  which  levy-money  is  to  be  paid  for  troops 
•f  which  not  a  (ingle  regiment  was  raifed  for  our ,  fervice,  or  on  the 
prefent  occafioa  i  which  were  eftabliflied  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
£ledorate  of  Hanover^  and  would  have  been  maintsuned,  though  we 
bad  not  engaged  in  the  aflFairs  of  the  continent. 

What  were  the  reafons  which  induced  our  miniftry  to  employ  the 
ibrces  of  Hanover,  it.  is,  perhaps,  not  neceflary  to  enquire.  Tha 
Okoly  motive  that  ought  to  have  influenced  them,  was  the  profped  of 
d>taining  them  upon  cheap  terms ;  for,  my  Lords,  if  the  troops  of 
Han6ver  cannot  be  obtained,  but  at  the  fame  expence  with  thofe  of 
Britain,  I  aaybot  able  to  difcover,  why  they  ihould  be  preferied. 
I  fiave  never  heard,  my  Lords,  any  uncommon  inftances  of  Hano« 
verian  courage,  that  (bould  incline  us  to  truft  the  caufe  of  Europe 
rather  to  that  nation  than  to  our  own ;  and  am  inclined  to  believe^ 
that  Britain  is  able  to  produce  men  equal  in  all  military  virtues  to 
any  native  of  that  happy  country  i  a  country  which,  though  it  was 
thought  worthy  to  be  fecured  by  a  neutrality,  when  all  die  neigh<« 
bouring  provinces  were  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  war,  I  have  never 
heard  celebrated  for  any  peculiar  excellencies ;  and  of  which  I  can* 
not  but  obferve,  that  it  was  indebted  for  its  fecurity  rather  to  Am 
precaution  of  its  prince,  than  the  bravery  of  its  inhabitants. 

This  demand  of  levy-money  fhocks  every  Briton  yet  more  ftrongly, 
cm  confidering  by  whom  it  is  required;  required  by  that  family 
whom  we  have  raifed  from  a  petty  dominion,  for  which  homage  was 
paid  to  a  fgperior  powers  and  which  was,  perhaps,  only  fuflFcred  to 
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retain  the  appearance  of  a  feparalo  Ibrereigntj,  becaufe  it  was  not 
ivorth  the  labour  and  expence  of  an  invafion ;  becaufe  it  would 
Aeidier  increafe  riches  nor  titles,  nor  gratify  either  avarice  or  ambi«* 
tion  ;  by  a  family  whom  from  want  and  weaknefi  we  have  exalted 
to  a  Throne,  froni  whence,  with  virtue  equal  to  their  power,  thejr 
may  ifltie  their  mandates  to  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  earth,  may 
prdcribe  the  courfe  of  war  in  diftant  empires,  and  di&ate  terms  of 
peace  to  half  die  Monarchs  of  the  globe« 

I  fliould  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  when  a  King  of  the  Hou(e  of 
Hanover  furveys  his  natives,  reviews  his  troops,  or  examines  his 
lemue,  beholds  the  fplendor  of  his  court,  or  contemplates  the  ex« 
tent  of  bis  dominions,  he  cannot  but  fometimes,  however  unwil- 
lingly, compare  his  prefent  ftate  with  that  of  his  anceftors ;  and  that 
when  he  gives  audience  to  the  ambafiadors  of  princes,  who,  per<^ 
haps,  never  heard  of  Hanover,  and  direds  the  payment  of  firais,  by 
the  fmalleft  of  ifrtuch  all  his  ancient  inheritance  would  be  dearly 
porcfaafed ;  and  refleds,  as  furely  be  Sometimes  will,  that  all  theie 
honours  and  riches,  this  reverence  from  foreign  powers,  and  hia 
domeftic  fplendor,  are  the  gratuitous  and  voluntary  gifts  of  the 
mighty  people  of  Britain,  he  ihould  find  his  heart  overflowing  with 
wdimtted  gratitude,  and  fliould  be  ready  to  facrifice  to  the  happi^ 
utb  of  his  bene£i6ters,  not  only  every  petty  intereft,  or  accidental 
inclimttion,  but  even  his  repofe,  his  fafety,  or  his  life ;  that  he  fhouU 
be  ready  to  eafe  them  of  every  burthen  before  they  complained,  and 
to  aid  them  with  all  his  power  before  they  requefled  his  affiftance; 
that  he  fliould  confider  his  little  territories  as  only  a  contemptible 
province  to  his  Britiih  empire,  a  kind  of  nurfery  for  troops  to  be 
employed  without  haraffing  his  more  valuable  fubjeds. 

It  might  be  at  leaft  hoped,  my  Lords,  that  the  princes  of  the 
Bode  of  Hanover  might  have  the  fame  regard  to  ^is  nation  as  to 
Kingf  from  whom  they  never  received  any  benefit,  and  whom  they 
ought  in  reality  always  to  have  confidercd  as  enemies,  yet  even  from 
iiicb  levy-money  was  not  always  required }  or  if  required,  was  not 
dways  received* 

There  was  once  a  time,  my  Lords,  before  any  of  this  race  worQ 
the  Crown  of  Britain ;  when  the  great  French  Monarch,  Lewis 
XIV.  being  under  a  neceffity  of  hiring  auxiliary  troops,  applied  to 
die  Duke  of  Hanover,  as  a  prince  whofe  neccflities  would  naturally 
indine  him  to  fet  the  lives  of  bis  fubjecls  at  a  cheap  rate.  The 
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JDttke,  pleafed  with  an  oppportmiity  of  trafficking  wid)  fo  wealdtj  a 
Monarch,  readily  promifed  a  fupply  of  troops  ;  and  demanded  levy- 
mdney  to  be  paid  him,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  raife  them.  But 
Hanoverian  reputation  was  not  then  raifed  fo  high,  as  that  the 
French  King  fhould  truft  him  with  his  money.  Lewis  fufpeded, 
snd  made  no  fcritple  of  declaring  his  ftifpicion,  that  the  demand  of 
levy-money.  was  only  a  pretence  to  obtain  a  fum  which  would  never 
afterwards  be  repaid,  and  for  which  no  troops  would  be  obtained ; 
and  therefore  with  his  ufual  prudence  infifted,  that  the  troops  (hould 
firft  march,  and  then  be  paid.  Thus  for  feme  time  the  treaty  was 
at  a  Aand :  hut  the  King  being  equally  in  want  of  men,  as  the 
Dtike  of  money,  and  perceiving,  perhaps,  that  it  was  really  imprac- 
ttcable  for  fo  indigent  a  prince  to  raife  troops  without  fome  pecii-> 
irfary  afliftancc,  oftered  him  at  length  a  fmall  fum,  which  was  gladly 
accepted,  though  much  below  the  original  demand.  The  troops 
were  engaged  in  the  (erviceof  France;  and  the  Duke  of  Hanover 
thought  himfelf  happy  in  being  able  to  amufe  himfelf  at  his  leifure 
with  the  rattle  of  money. 

Such,  my  Lords,  were  the  conditions  on  which  the  troops  of 
Hanover  were  furniflied  in  former  times;  and  furely  what  could 
then  be  produced  by  the  love  of  money,  or  the  awe  of  a  fuperior 
power,  might  now  be  expended  as  the  efie£k  of  gratitude  and 
kiadnefs. 

But  not  to  dwell  any  longer,  my  Lords,  upon  particular  circtim- 
ftances  of  meafures^  of  which  the  whole  fcheme  is  contrary  to  the 
apparent  intereft  of  this  empire,  I  (hall  not  enquire  farther,  why 
auxiliaries  are  employed  on  this  occafion  rather  than  Britons,  rather 
than  thofe  whofe  bravery  is  celebrated  to  the  moft  diftant  corners  of 
Ae  earth  ?  why,  if  mercenaries  are  neceffary,  thofe  of  Hanover  arc 
preferred  to  others :  or  why,  if  they  are,  indeed,  preferable,  they  are 
now  to  be  hired  at  an  higher  rate  than  at  any  former  time  ?  It  appears 
to  me  of  far  more  importance  to  undermine  the  foundation,  than  to 
batter  the  fuperftrirfture  of  our  prefcnt  fyftem  of  politics ;  and  of 
greater  ufe  to  enquire,  why  we  have  engaged  in  a  war  on  the  conti- 
nent, Aan  why  we  carry  it  on  with  ridiculous  profufion. 

It  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  there  are  many  reafons  which, 
with  the  fame  circumftances,  would  have  vmhheld  any  nation  but 
this  from  fach  a  dangefous  interpofition.  The  Dutch  we  fee,  art 
4iontent  to  look  on  widiout  a^ion,  though  they  are  more  inceref^ed 
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10  the  event,  and  kfs  emWraflfed  on  any  other  fide.  We  arc  already 
engaged  in  a  war,  of  which  no  man  can  forefee  the  conciufion ;  but 
wkich  cannot  be  ended  unfucce&fully,  without  the  utmoft  danger  to 
our  moft  important  interefts;  and  which  yet  has  hitherto  prodticed 
only  lofles  and  difgrace,  has  impoveriihed  our  ^merchants,  and  inti- 
jBtdated  our  foldiers.  Whether  thefe  lofles  are  the  effe£b  of  weak« 
Dcis  or  treachery,  is  a<}ue{lion  which  I  am  not  ambitious  of  endea* 
vouring  to  d&ide,  and  of  which  the  decifion  is,  indeed,  by  no 
means  neceflary  in  the  prefent  debate }  fince  if  we  are  too  weak  ta 
ftruggle  with  Spain,  unaififled  as  (he  is^  and  embarraiTed  with  dif- 
ferent views,  I  need  not  fay  what  will  be  our  condition,  when  tfaa 
whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon  (hall  be  combined  againft  us ;  when  that 
nation  which  ftood  alone  for  fo  many  years  againft  the  united  efforts 
of  Europe,  fliaU  attack  us  exhaufted  with  taxes,  enervated  with  cor*- 
napoon,  and  diAinited  from  all  aUies.  Whether  the  troops  of  Hanover 
"wiU  afift  us  at  that  time,  I  cannot  determine.  Perhaps  in  the  de- 
AruifHon  of  tbe*Briti(b  dominions,  it  may  be  thought  expedient  t» 
iecureamore  valuable  and. important  country  by  a  timely  neutra- 
lity ;  but  if  we  have  any  auxiliaries  from  thence,  we  nuift  then  ne« 
ceflarily  obtain  them  upon  cheaper  terms. 

If  our  ina^vity  in  the  European  feas,  and  our  ill  fuccefs  in  thofc. 
of  America  be,  as  it  is  generally  fufpeiSed,  the  confequence  of  per«  • 
fklious  counfels,  and  private  machinations ;  if  our  fleets  are  fent  out 
with  orders  to  make  no  attempt  againd  our  enemies,  or  our  admi- 
rals commanded  to  retreat  before  them ;  {urely  no  higher  degree  of 
madnefs  can  be  imagined,  than  that  of  provoking  new  enemies 
before  we  have  experienced  a  change  of  counfels,  and  found  reafon 
Co  place  in  our  mioifters  and  ftatefmen  that  confidence  which  waj: 
abfolutely  requires. 

This  is.  the  condwS^,  my  Lords,  which  I  ihould  think  moft  ra- 
tiooal,  even  though  we  were  attacked  in  fome  of  our.  real  rights^ 
and  though  the  quarrel  about  which  we  were  debating  was  our  own  % 
I  fliould*  think  the  neareft  danger  the  greateft,  and  (bould  advife 
patteoce  under  foreign  infutts,  till  we  had  redreffed  our  domeftic 
gjrievances ;  till  we  had  driven  treachery  from  the  Court,  and  cor- 
niptioo  from  the  Senate.  But  much  more  proper  do  I  think  this 
conduct,  when  we  are  invited  only  to  engage  in  diflant  war,  in  a . 
difpute  about  the  dominion  of  princes,  in  the  boVels  of  the  conti- 
nesit  I  of  princes  of  whom  it  is  not  certain,  that  we  ihall  receive 
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cither  advantage  or  (ecurity  from  their  greatnefs^  or  that  we  (hould 
ftifier  any  lofs  or  injory  by  their  fall* 

But,  my  Lor<i$,  I  know  it  will  be  anfwered,  that  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  has  a  right  by  treaty  to  our  aififtance ;  and  that  in  becom- 
ing guarantees  of  the  Pragmatic  Saii£kion,  we  engaged  to  fupport 
her  in  the  dominions  of  her  anceftors.  This,  my  Lords,  is  an  an- 
fwer  of  which  I  do  not  deny  the  juftnefs,  and  of  which  I  will  notattempt 
to  invalidate  the  ftrength.  I  allow  that  fuch  a  ftipulation  was  n^ade, 
and  that  treaties  ought  to  be  obferved,  at  whatever  hazard,  with  uih 
violated  faith.  It  has  been  indeed  objeded,  that  many  nations  en- 
gaged with  us  in  the  fame  treaty,  v^m  intereft  or  cowardice  haw 
inclined  to  neglefi  it;  and  that  we  ought  not  to  become  thefiandin; 
garrifbn  of  Europe,  or  to  defend  alone  thofe  territories,  to  the  pre- 
iervation  of  which  fo  many  Sutes  are  obliged  to  contribute  efiillf 
with  ourfelves.  But  this,  my  Lords,  appears  to  me  an  argument 
of  which  the  ill  confequences  can  never  be  fully  difcovercd ;  an  ir* 
gument  which  difiblves  all  the  obligations  of  contrads,  deftrojs  the 
foundation  of  moral  juftice,  and  lays  fociety  open  to  all  the  mifckicis 
of  perfidy,  by  making  the  validity  of  oaths  and  contrads  depenkot' 
vpon  chance,  and  regulating  the  duties  of  one  man  by  the  conduft* 
of  another.  I  pretend  not,  my  Lords,  to  long  experience,  and 
therefore  in  difcufling  intricate  queftiops,  may  be  eafily  miftaken. 
But  as  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  morality  is  feldom  difficulti  M 
when  it  is  clouded  with  an  intention  to  deceive  others  or  ourielve^ 
I  (hall  venture  to  declare  with  more  confidence,  that  in  proporti«l 
as  one  man  negle£^s  his  duty,  another  is  more  ftridly  obliged  l» 
pra£tife  his  own,  that  his  example  may  not  help  forward  the  gcnerti 
corruption,  and  that  thofe  who  are  injured  by  the  perfidy  of  odia% 
may  from  his  fmcerity  have  a  profped  of  relief, 

I  believe  all  politics  that  are  not  founded  on  morality  will  k 
found  fallacious  and  defirudive,  if  not  immediately,  to  thofe  ^ 
praflife  them ;  yet  confequentially  by  their  general  tendency  tff 
difhirb  fociety,  and  weaken  thofe  obligations  which  maintain 
order  of  the  world.  I  fhall  therefore  allow,  that  what  juftice 
quires  from  a  private  man,  becomes,  in  parallel  circumftances,tl« 
duty  of  a  nation;  and  fliall,  therefore,  never  advife  theviolatioB 
a  folemn  treaty.  The  ftipulations  in  which  we  engaged,  wii 
we  became  guaran&es  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanson,  aredoubdcfa^ 
jbc  obferved  i  and  it  is,  therefore,  onev  of  the  ftrongeft  objeSM 
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^Bittlt  the  meafiires  which  we  ut  new  purfuing,  that  we  fball  be 
peifUioaS  tt  a  greater  expenct  than  itddity  would  have  requifed, 
unA  fliflll  ejthauft  the  treafitfri  of  the  nation  Without  aMing  the  Qyeen 
of  Hungary* 

To  explain  this  aflSirtion^  dijr  Lords,  it  is  neceflary  to  take  a  view 
of  the  conftituiiori.  of  the  German  body,  which-  conf&fts  of  a  great 
number  of  feparate  governm^nls  independent  on  each  other^  but' 
ftb|eft  in  fome  degree  to  the  Emperor  as  the  general  head.  The 
fid^cfi^of  eaA  ftate  are  governed  by  their  prince,  and  oWe  no  alle- 
giatice  to  any  odier  foveieign  j  but  the  prince  performs  homage  to 
the  Emperor,  and  having  thereby  acknowledged  himfeif  his  feudatory, 
or  dependent,  may  be  punlflied  for  rebelhon  againft  him.  The  title 
ef  die  Emperor,  and  confequently  his  claim  to  this  allegmnce,  and 
die  rig^  of  ifluing  the  Ban  againft  thofe  who  (hail  refufe  it,  it  con- 
firmed by  many  (blemn  acknowledgments  of  the  Diet,  and  amongft 
odien  Vy  die  grant  of  a  pecuniary  aid ;  this  the  prefent  Emperor  has 
indi^stably  recdved,  an  aid  having  been  already  granted  him  in  the 
Diet,  of  a  fubfidy  ibr  eighteen  months ;  and  therefore  none  of  the 
troops  of  Germany  can  now  hfi  employed  againft  him^  without  fub- 
jefting  die  prmce  to  whom  they  belong  to  the  cenfure  of  the  Bad, 
a  kind  of  civil  excommunication. 

To  what  purpofetiien,  my  Lords,  arc  we  to  hire,  at  a  rate  never 
fflud,  or  perhaps  demanded  before,  troops  whi'A  cannot  ferve  us. 
without  fubjeding  their  prince  to  the  charge  of  rebellion?  Or  how 
fffc^H  we  afift  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  colleding  farces  which  dare 
not  wSt  againft  the  only  enemy  which  Ibe  has  now  to  fear  ?  Or  in 
vhat  new  diftculdes  Ihall  we  be  engaged,  fliould  the  ineftimable  do- 
ffdnioDS  of  Hanover  be  fubjefied  to  the  imperial  interdi^ion. 

Theie,  my  Lords,  are  qucftions  to  which,  I  hope,  we  fliall  hear 
m  more  fittisfadory  anfwer  than  I  am  able  to  conceive ;  for,  indeed, 
I  do  not  fee  what  remains,  but  to  confefs,  that  thefe  troops  are  hired 
only  for  a  military  fliow,  to  amufe  this  nation  with  a  faUe  appearance 
«f  xeal  for  die  prefervation  of  Europe,  and  to  iocreafe  die  treafuree 
«f  Hanover  at  the  expence  of  Britain. 

Thefe  are  defigns,  my  Lords,  which  no  man  will  avow,  and  yet 
tfiefe  are  die  only  defigns  which  1  can  yet  difcover ;  and  dierefore  I 
ftall  oppofe  an  die  meafures  that  tend  to  dieir  execution.  If  die  heat 
of  indignadoo,  or  die  a^rity  of  refentment,  of  die  wantonnefs  of 
contempt^  have  betrayed  m  iiM  any  expreffions  unwordiy  of  the 
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dignity  of  this  Houfe,  I  hope  they  will  be  forgiven  by  your  LfOrdfliqiS| 
fpr  any  other  degree  of  freedom  I  (hall  make  no  apologyt  having,  as 
a  peer,  a  right  to  deliver  my  opinion,  and  as  a  Briton,  to  afliert  the 
independence  of  my  native  country,  when  1  fee,  or  imagine  myfelf 
•to  fee,  that  it  is  ignominioufly  and  illegally  fubjeded  to  the  promotion 
of  the  pefty  intereft  of  the  province  of  Hanover. 

Lord  Carteret  then  rofe  and  made  anfwer  to  the  following 
efTea  :— My  Lords,  As  I  doubt  not  but  I  fhall  be  able  to  juftify  the 
meafures  which  are  now  purfued,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  entitle 
them  to  the  approbation  of  your  Lordihips,  I  propoied  to  hear  all  the 
objections  that  fliould  be  made,  before  I  attempted  a  vindication, 
that  the  debate  might  be  fliortened,  and  that  the  arguments  on  both 
£des  might  be  confidered  as  placed  in  the  full  ftrength  of  oppofltioni 
and  that  it  might  be  difcerned  how  objet^ions,  however  fpecious  in 
tbemfelves,  would  vanifh  before  the  light  of  reafon  and  truth. 

But  the  noble  Lord  has  made  it  neceflary  for  me  to  alter  my  defign, 
by  a  fpeech  which  I  will  not  applaud,  becaufe  it  has,  in  my  opinion, 
an  ill  tendency ;  nor  cenfure,  becaufe  it  wanted  neither  the  fplendor 
of  eloquence,  nor  the  arts  of  reaibning ;  and  had  no  other  dck& 
than  that  which  muft  always  be  produced  by  a  bad  caufe,  bUhcj  in 
the  arguments,  and  errors  in  the  aflertions. 

This  fpeech  I  am  obliged  to  anfwer,  becaufe  his  Lordfhip  has  been 
pleafed  to  call  out  for  any  Lord  who  will  aflert,  that  the  Dutch  have 
agreed  to  concur  with  us  in  affifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  That 
all  the  provinces  of  that  republic  have  agreed  to  affift  us,  is  indeed 
not  true  ^  nor  do  I  know,  my  Lords,  by  whom  or  upon  what  au- 
thority it  was  aflerted ;  but  the  concurrence  of  the  province  of  HoU 
land,  the  moft  important  of  all,  and  whofe  example  the  reft  feldom 
delay  to  follow,  has  been  obtained,  which  is  fulRcient  to  encourage 
us  to  vigorous  refolutions,  by  which  the  reft  may  be  aninuted  to  a 
fpeedy  compliance. 

The  concurrence  of  this  province  has  been  already  the  confequenq^ 
of  the  meafures  which  have  been  lately  purfued ;  meafures  from  which, 
though  juft  and  fuccefsful,  the  minifby  cannot  claim  n^uch  applaufei 
•  becaufe  all  choice  was  dented,  and  they  were  obliged  either  to  remain 
^jfz(&ve  fpeftators  of  the  ruin  of  Europe,  and,  by  confequence,  of 
Britain,  or  to  do  what  they  have. done.  And  furdy,  my  Lords, 
that  neceffity  which  deprives  them  of  all  claim  to  pam^yric,  will  be 
like  wife  a  iidicicnt  fecurity  from  cenfure*  There  is,  indeed,  no  reafon 
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tD  fear  cenfure  from  judges  (o  candid  and  experienced  as  your  Lord- 
Aipt,  to  whom  it  may  without  difficulty  be  proved,  that  the  balance 
erf  Europe  has  already  changed  its  pofition,  and  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon 
is  now  not  able  to  preponderate  againft  the  other  powers. 

By  entering  into  an  alliance  with  Sardinia,  we  have  taken  from 
the  crown  of  Spain  all  the  weight  of  the  territories  of  Italy,  of 
which  the  Auftrian  forces  are  now  in  pofleffion,  without  fear  or 
danger  of  being  interrupted  ;  while  the  paflcs  of  the  ocean  are  (hut 
by  the  fleets  of  Britain,  and  thofe  of  the  mounuins  by  the  troops  of 
Sardinia. 

Thofe  unhappy  forces  which  were  tranfported  by  the  Spaniih  fleet, 
are  not  only  loft  to  their  native  country,  but  expofed  without  pro* 
vifion,  widiout  ammunition,  without  retreat,  and  without  hope: 
nor  can  any  human  profped  difcoverbow  they  can  efirape  deftru&iony 
either  by  the  fatigue  of  marches,  or  the  want  of  neceflaries,  or  the- 
fiiperior  force  of  an  army  well  fupplied  and  elated  with  fuccefs.    •    ^ 

This,  my  Lords,  is  an  embarraflment  from  which  the  Spaniards 
would  gladly  be  freed  at  any  expence,  from  which  they  would  bribe 
us  to  relieve  them,  by  permitting  the  demolition  of  new  forirefles^ 
or  reftoring  the  army  which  we.  loft  at  Carthagena.  .    , 

Of  this  alliance  the  Queen  of  Hungary  already  finds  the  advan* 
tag^  as  it  preferves  countries  in  her  pofleffion,  which  if  onee  loft, 
it  might  be  impoffible  to  recover ;  and  fets  her  free  from  the  neceffity 
of  dividiiiig  her  army  for  the  protection  of  diftant  territories. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  the  Spaniards  are  obftr&£led  and  diftrufted ;  of 
their  armies,  one  is  condemned  to  wafle  away  at  the  feet  of  impaflable 
awuotains,  only  to  hear  of  the  deftru£Kon  of  their  countrymen  whom 
they  are  endeavouring  to  relieve,  and  the  eftablifliment  of  peace  in 
tbefe  i^ons  of  which  they  had  projeAed  the  conqueft ;  and  the  other, 
yet  inore  unfortunate,  has  been  fuccefsfuUy  tranfported,  only  to  fee 
that  fleet  which  permitted  their  paflage  preclude  their  fupplies,  and 
hinder  their  retreat. 

Nor  do  we,  my  Lords,  after  having  thus  efficacioufly  oppofed  one 
of  the  princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  fear  or  (hun  the  refentment 
of  the  other}  we  doubt  not  to  fbew,  that  Britain  is  ftill  able  to  retard 
the  arms  of  the  haughty  French,  and  to  drive  them  back  from  th«( 
invaiion  of  other  kingdoms  to  the  defence  Of  their  own.  The  time 
is  at  hand,  my  Lords,  in  which  it  will  appear,  that  however  the 
power  of  France  has  been  exaggerated,  with  whatever  fervility  her 
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protedioR  bas  beoRccmrted,  and  widi  whatever  mcsnneCi  herirtfo^ 
koce  has  been  borne,  this  nation  baa  not  yet  loft  its  inllweAce  er  itt 
flrengtby'thal  it  is  jet  able  to  fill  the  continent  with  armies,  to  aflbrf 
proCe£tioitto  its  allies,  and  ftrike  terror  into  thofe  who  have  hitherto 
trampled  under  foot  the  faith  of  titaties  and  rights  of  Sovereigns, 
and  ranged  over  the  dominions  of  the  neighbouring  princes^  with  the 
fecurity  of  lawful  pofleflbrs,  and  the  pride  of  conquerors. 

It  bas  been  objeded  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  this  change  is  not » 
be  expend  from  an  army  compofed  of  auxiliary  troops  from  anj  of 
the  provinces  of  the  German  empire,  becaufe  tbey  cannot  ad  againft 
the  general  head.  I  can  eafily,  my  Lords,  folve  this  dtfiiculty,  from 
my  long  acquaintance  with  the  confHtution  of  the  empire,  which  I 
underftood  before  the  noble  Lord,  who  has  entertained  you  with  t 
difcourfe  upon  it,  was  in  being ;  but  I  will  not  engrofs  your  time, 
«r  retard  your  determination  by  a  fuperfluotts  difquifition,  which  msf 
^  now  fafely  omitted ;  fmce  I  am  allowed  by  his  Majefty  t^  aSue 
your  Lordihips,  that  the  Heffian  and  Hanoverian  troops  Audi  be  em-* 
ployed  in  aftfting  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  that  they  have  alreadjf 
leceived  ordei^  to  make  the  preparations  neceiTaryfbr  marching  iflta 
the  emiMre. 

After  this  declaration,  niy  Lords,  the  moft  formidable  ofajefyon 
againft  the  prefent  meafures  will,  I  hope,  be  no  more  heard  in  Ais 
debate ;  fbr  it  will  be  by  no  means  proper  for  any  Lord  to  renew  it 
by  enquiring,  whether  his  Majefty's  Velbtution  is  not  a  breach  of  tht 
imperial  conftitunon,  or  wheAer  it  will  not  expofe  his  eledlonl  do* 
minions  to  danger*  For  it  is  not  onr  province  to  judge  of  die  lavs 
ef  other  nations  to  examine  when  they  are  vfolated^  or  to  ebfeic^ 
the  oblervation  of  them  J  nor  is  it  neceflary,  fince  theintif^of 
Britain  and  Hanover  are  irreconcileably  oppofite,  to*endeaveur  M 
prefevvation  of  dominions  which  their  own  Sovereign  is  inclined  ti 
hazard.. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  hope  it  appears,  that  the  common  iotereft  of 
Britain  and  Europe  is  fteadily  purfued ;  that  die  Sptniarda  fed  the 
^(kih  of  a  war  with  Britain  by  their  diftrefe  and  embarrafihient;  that 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  difcovers,  that  theandent  allies  of  her  family 
have  not  defertedher^  and  that  France,  amidft  her  boaAs  and  htf 
proje£te,  perceives  the  determined  oppofers  of  her  grandeur  agaift 
fitting  her  at  defiance* 

Tht 
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Tbe  Dttbe  «f  BfiOFORp  Q^ice  ito  the  foUowit^etk&i^^Mf 
Lords,  The  afluranpe  which  tbe  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  declares 
hiflifelf  to  have  conceived  of  being  aUe  to  demonftrate  the~  propriety 
fifths  prdeiit  meafures,  oiuft  Airelyarife  from  fome  inteUigence  which 
haa  been  hitherto  itippreifisd,  or  fome  knowledge  of  future  events 
peculiar  to  himfelf  |  for  I  cannot  dtfcover  any  force  in  the  arguments 
which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  ufe,  that  could  produce  in  him  fudi 
coofidencc  of  fiiccefs,  nor  any  circumftances  in  the  prcfent  appear- 
ance of  Europe,  that  do  not  feem  to  demand  a  different  conduct. 

Tbe  readbniiblenefs  of  our  meafures  at  this  time,  at  at  all  others, 
muft  be  evinced  by  arguments  drawn  from  an  attentive  review  of  the 
Aale  of  our  own  country,  compared  with  that  of  the  neighbouring 
nations  ^  for  no  man  will  deny,  that  thofe  methods  of  proceeding 
which  are  at  one  time  ufeful,  may  at  another  be  pernicious ;  and  that 
^thor  a  gradual  rotation  of  power,  or  a  cafual  variation  of  intereft, 
may  very  properly  produce  changes  in  the  counfels  of  tlie  moft  ftea  jy 
fnd  vigorous  adminiftration. 

Jt  is  therefore  proper,  in  the  examination  of  this  queffion,  to  coa- 
Jider  what  is  tbeftate  of  our  own  nation,  and  what  is  to  be  hoped  or 
feared  from  the  condition  of  thofe  kingdoms,  which  are  moft  enabled 
by  their  fituation  to  benefit  or  to  hurt  us :  and  in  enquiry,  my  Lords, 
«  enquiry  that  can  give  little  pleafure  to  an  hpiieft  and  benevolent 
mind,  it  imooediately  occurs,  that  we  are  a  jution  exhaufted  by  a  long 
war,  and  impoveriihed  \)y  the  diminution  of  our  commerce ;  and 
tbe  reftilt,  therefore,  of  this  firfl  conftderatioo  is,  that  thofe  meafures 
are  0^  eligible  which  are  aaoft  frugal ;  and  that  to  wafle  the  public 
Creafure  in  unneceUary  expences,  or  to  load  the  people  with  new  taxes 
only  to  di^ilay  a  mockery  of  war  on  the  continent,  or  to  amufe  our* 
lUvtSy  our  allies,  or  our  enemies,  with  the  idle  oftenution  of  un- 
oeceflary  numbers,  is  to  drain  from  the  nation  the  laft  remains  of 
its  ancient  vigour^  inftead  of  aififting  its  recovery  firom  its  prefent 
languprs. 

But  money,  however  valuable,  however  neceflary,  has  fometimes 
iieen  iovnidently  and  unieafonably  fpared ;  and  an  ill-timed  parfi- 
mooy  has  been  known  to  haften  calamities,  by  which  thofe  have  been 
deprived  of  aU  who  Would  not  endeavour  to  preferVe  it  by  tbe  lois  of 
jiarc*  Jt  is  dberefore  to  be  coniidered,  whether  meafures  leis  expeti" 
jive  would  not  have  been  more  daitg^rous;  and  whether  we  have  not, 
by  hiring  foreign  troops,  though  at  a  very  high  rate,  at  a  r^te  which 

U  3  would 
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would  have  been  demanded  from  no  olber  nation,  purchafed  an 
exemption  from  diftrefles,  infults,  and  invafions. 

The  only  nations,  my  l^ords,  whom  we  have  any  reafon  to  fiifpeft 
of  a  defign  to  invade  us,  or  that  have  power  to  put  any  fudi  defign 
in  execution,  are  well  known  to  be  the  French  and  Spaniards  i  from 
thefc,  indeed,  it  may  juftly  be  expefied,  that  they  will  omit  no  oppor- 
tunity of  gratifying  that  hatred  which  ditference  of  religion  and  con-  • 
trariety  of  intereft  cannot  fell  to  continue  from  age  to  age ;  and 
therefore  we  ought  never  to  imagine  ourfelves  fafe,  while  it  is  in  their 
power  to  endanger  us.  But  of  thefc  two  nations,  my  Lords,  die  one 
IS  already  difarmed  by  the  navies  of  Britain,  which  confine  her  fleets 
to  their  harbours,  and,  as  we  have  been  juft  now  informed,  pre- 
clude her  armies  from  fupplies  :  the  other  is  without  a  fleet  able  to 
tranfport  an  army,  her  troops  are  difperfed  in  different  countries, 
and  her  treafures  exhaufted  by  expeditions  or  negotiations  equally 
cxpcnfive. 

There  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  no  danger  of  an  invafion,  even 
though  we  had  no  forces  by  which  it  could  be  oppofed ;  but  much 
lefs  is  it  to  be  feared,  when  it  is  remembered,  that  ^e  fea  is  covered 
with  our  (hips  of  war,  and  that  all  the  coafts  of  Europe  are  awed  and 
alarmed  by  the  navies  of  Briuin. 

This  then,  my  Lords,  is  furely  the  time,  when  we  ought  not  to 
have  facrificed  any  immediate  and  apparent  intereft  to  the  fear  of 
attempts  from  Spain  or  France,  when  we  might  without  danger  have 
aflifted  our  allies  with  our  national  troops>  and  haye  fpared  that  money 
which  we  have  fo  lavifhly  beftowed  upon  auxiliaries  |  when  we  might 
fecurely  have  fliewn  the  powers  oJF  the  continent  how  much  die 
Britifli  valour  is  yet  to  be  feared,  and  how  little  our  late  lofles  or 
difgraces  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  decline  of  our  courage  or  oar 
ftrength. 

I  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  no  man  will  confefs^  diat  foreign  troops  have 
been  hired  as  more  to  be  trufted  for  their  (kill  or  bravery  than  our 
own.  To  difpute  the  palm  of  courage  with  any  nation  would  be  a 
reproach  to  the  Britifh  name ;  and  if  oiir  foldiers  are  not  at  leaft 
equally  difciplined  with  thofe  of  other  countries,  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  taxes  have  been  long  paid  to  little  purpofe,  diat  the  glitter  of  re* 
views  has,  been  juftly  ridiculed  as  an  empty  (how,  and  that  we  have 
long  been  flattered  by  our  minifters  and  generals  with  feUe  fccurity. 

But 
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But  though  I  am  &r  from  believing,  that  the  army  has  been  fup- 
ported  only  for  the  defence  of  our  country ;  and  though  I  know,  that 
their  officers  are  frequently  engaged  in  employments  more  important 
in  the  opinion  of  their  directors,  than  that  of  regulating  the  difcipline 
ef  their  regiments,  and  teaching  the  ufc  of  arms  and  the  fcicnce  of 
war  J  yet,  as  I  believe  the  courage  of  Britons  fuch  as  may  often  fup- 
ply  the  want  of  /kill,  I  cannot  but  conclude,  that  they  are  at  leaft  as 
formidable  as  the  troops  of  other  countries,  efpecially  when  I  remem- 
ber, that  they  enter  the  field  incited  and  fupported  by  the  reputation 
ef  their  country. 

Why  then,  my  Lords,  is  the  nation  condemned  to  fnpport  at  once 
a  dooble  burthen,  to  pay  at  home  an  army  which  can  be  of  no  ufc, 
and  to  hire  auxiliaries,  perhaps,  equally  unadive ;  to  make  war,  if 
any  war  be  intended,  at  an  unnecefiaryexpence,  and  to  pay,  at  once, 
a  fleet  which  only  floats  upon  the  ocean,  an  army  which  only  awes 
the  villages  from  which  it  is  fupported,  and  a  body  of  mercenaries, 
of  which  no  man  can  yet  conjecture  with  what  defign  they  have 
been  retained. 

That  they  are  intended  for  the  fupport  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
has  been,  indeed,  aflerted ;  and  this  contrad  has  been  produced  as  an 
ioflance  of  the  zeal  of  our  minifters  for  the  aflertion  of  the  Pragmatic 
Sandion,  the  prefenration  of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  fup* 
picffion  of  the  ambitious  enterprises  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  but 
liiidy>  my  Lords^  bad  the  affiftance  of  that  illuftrious  Princefs  been 
their  ible  or  principal  intention,  had  they  in  reality  dedicated  the 
ikm  which  is  to  be  received  by  the  troops  of  Hanover,  to  the  facred 
caiiie  of  public  faith  and  univerfal  liberty,  they  might  have  found 
methods  of  promoting  it  much  more  efficacioufly  at  no  greater  ex- 
pence.  Had  they  remitted  that  money  to  the  Queen,  ihe  would 
have  been  enabled  to  call  nations  to  her  ftandard,  to  fill  the  plains  of 
Germany  with  the  hardy  iohabiunts  of  the  mountains  and  the  deferts, 
and  have  deluged  the  empire  of  France  with  multitudes  equally  daring 
and  rapadousy  who  would  havedefcended  upon  a  fruitful  country  like 
▼nltures  on  their  prey,  and  have  laid  thofe  provinces  in  ruin  which 
now  fmile  at  the  devaftation  of  neighbouring  countries,  fecure  in  the 
protedion  of  their  mighty  monarch. 

By  this  method  of  carrying  on  the  war,  we  might  haye  fecured  our 
allj  from  danger  which  I  cannot  but  think  imminent  and  formidable, 
thani^  it  ieems  at  prefent  not  to  be  feared.    By  fo  large  an  addition 
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to  her  tr66p$,  (he  would  have  been  enabled  to  fruftnte  Ihofe  defij^, 
ivhich  her  fuccefs  may  incline  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  form  againft  her}- 
for  with  whatever  tfranquHlity  )ie  may  now  feem  to  looip  itpoQ  tbii 
general  commotion,  his  ponduft  gives  us  no  r^fon  to  imagine,  chat 
he  has  clianged  his  maxims,  that  he  is  now  forgetful  or  ne^igcnt 
of  his  own  intereft,  or  that  be  will  not  (hatch  the  firft  opportiuiity 
of  aggrandizing  htiQfe}f  by  i^w  pretenfioiis  tP  the  Q^oen  of  Hqb« 
gary's  dominions. 

At  leaft,  my  Lords,  it  may  without  fcniple  b^  i|fierted,  that  tb^ 
hopes  which  fome  either  form  or  afied  of  engaging  him  in  a  €fRi<» 
federacy  for  the  fuppqrt  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanson,  me  metdy 
chimerical.  He  who  has  hitherto  cpnfidered  no  tutereft  but  hit  owB^ 
he  who  has  perhaps  endangered  himfelf  by  attempting  to  we^ikw  Ao 
only  power  to  which  he,  as  well  is  the  other  princes  of  tbo  emsfin^ 
<an  have  recoupfe  for  prolefiion  from  the  ambition  of  Fratiee,  .and 
has  therefore  broken  the  rules  of  policy  only  to  gratify  a  favourite 
paffion,  will  fcarcely  concur  in  the  e»|ltalion  of  ^at  ftmily  v^hic^ 
be  has  fo  latel^  endeavoured  to  deprefs,  and  which  he  has  fo  mocb 
rxafperatcd  againft  him.  If  he  is  at  length,  my  Lords,  alaimed  at 
the  ambition  of  the  Houfe  pf  Bourbon,  and  has  karned  not  to  fidlU 
|ate  thofe  defigns  which  are  in  ic^ity  ftntned  againft  himfelf,  it'CaiiT 
not  be  doubted,  that  he  looks  with  equal  foar  pn  the  Houfe  of  Aulbia, 
that  he  {cnows  his  fafety  to  confifk  pnly  in  the  wea](nefe  of  both,  and 
that  in  any  conteft  betvtreen  them,  the  utmoA  that  can  bo  hofied  from 
him  is  neutrality. 

But,  my  Lords,  hp  yihoCt  fecurity  dtpmds  pniy  on  a  fuppofidon, 
that  men  will  not  deyiate  frotn  right  reafon  or  true  policy,  is  in  a  fiate 
V^hich  can  afibrd  him  very  little  tran(}uillity  or  confidence:  whafiever 
is  neccfTarjly  to  be  preferved,  ought  fo  be  de^nded,  not  only  from 
certain  and  conftant  danger,  bt|t  from  pafual  and  pqffible  injtirioi^ 
and  amongft  the  reft,  from  thofe  which  may  proce^  from  the  mucn- 
bility  of  will,  or  the  deprayatipn  of  i|nderftanding  $  nori^  we  foM^ 
pienUy  eAablifh  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  if  we  leavp  it  {iable  fo  bo  fliakei| 
whenever  the  King  of  Pruffia  (hall  feel  bis  ambition  re-kindled,  of 
)iis  malevolence  e:^cited ;  we  muft  not  leave  it  dependefit  on  tbo 
fricndihip  or  policy  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  but  muft  enaUe  it 
pnce  mocp  to  awe  the  emigre,  and  fbf  at  defiance  the  mili^*  ^  ^^ 
pncmie?. 
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m$f  017  Lwb>  might  have  bctn  done  bj  a  libtral  fubikiy,  by 

I  ihtch  armies  might  have  been  leTied^  garrifons  eftabUihed,  and  citi^ 

I  jwdfifid;  and  why  any  other  method  waa  purfued»  what  reafon  caa 

be  ai&gned  ?  What,  but  an  inclination  to  aggrandize  and  enrich  ». 

coatemptiUe  province,  and  to  deck  with  the  plujider  of  Britain  th^ 

deviate  of  Hanover  i 

It  baa  been  fufpe<fted,  my  Lords,  (nor  has  the  fufpicion  been  with* 
out  foundation)  that  our  meafures  have  long  been  regulated  by  the 
i  imereft  of  his  Majefty's  ele&oral  territories ;  thefe  have  been  long 
;  ovfidered  as  a  gulph  into  which  the  treafures  of  this  nation  have . 
faeca  thrown ;  gnd  it  has  been  obferved,  that  the  ftate  of  the  country 
has,  fiace  the  acceffion  of  its  princes  to  this  throne,  been  changed 
without  any  ▼ifible  caufe^  affluence  has  begun  to  wanton  in  their 
towns,  imd  gold  to  glitter  in  their  cottages,  without  the  difcovery  of 
Bunes,  or  the  increafe  of  their  trade  $  and  new  dominions  have  been 
porchafcd,  of  which  it  can  fcarcely  be  imagined,  that  the  value  wa^ 
paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  Hanover. 

.  Tltt^  my  Lords,  is  unpopular,  illegs^l,  and  unjuft;  yet  this  might 
be  borne,  in  cqnfideration  of  great  advantages,  of  the  protedUon  of 
o«r  trade,  and  iiit  fupport  of  our  honour.    But  there  are  men  who 
dam  to  whaiper,  and  who,  perhaps,  if  their  fufpicions  receive  new 
Mifiniiatioo,  will  publicly  declare,  that  for  the  preiervatidnof  Hano- 
ver, our  commery  has  been  negleded,  and  our  honour  impaired ;, 
that  tt>  fecure  Hanover  from  invafion,  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has  been 
ponneA^  and  the  family  of  Auftria  embvrailed  and  deprefled.    Theie 
men  aflert|  withoi^t  hefitation,  that  when  we  entered  into  a  league 
with  France  againft  the  Emperor  and  the  Spaniards,  in  the  reign  of 
the  late  Emperor,  no  part  of  the  Britiih  dominions  were  in  danger  j^ 
an4  ^^^  ^  alarm  which  was  raifed  to  reconcile  the  nation  to  mea-; 
fioes  fo  contrary  to  thofe  which  former  ages  had  purfued,  was  a  6£ti^ 
lious  dcteftable  artifke  of  wicked  policy,  by  which  Britain  was  ent 
mgcd  in  the  defence  of  dominions  to  which  we  owe  qo  regard,  a^ 
we  caa  receive  no  real  advantage  from  tbem, 
.  It  wcr^  to  be  wtibed,  that  no  late  inftance  could  be  produced  of 
.eondua  mgulated  by  the  iame  principles;  and  that  this  Ibameful,  thi| 
fewMcioua  partiality  had  been  univerfally  allowed  to  have  ceafed  with 
^  late  reign^  bitt  it  baa  never  yet  been  {hewn^  that  the  late  neu- 
tralicy,  by  which  Hanover  was  preiervcd,  did  not  reftrain  the  arm^ 
pf  j^ritaiiiY  AOf  wl^Q  it  has  been  afked^  why  jt{m  Spaniiti  army  was^ 

wheq 
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ivheii. within-  reach  of  the  cannon  of  the  Britiih  navy,  p^aoeaby 
tranfported  to  Italy,  has  any  other  reafon  been  affigned,  than  that 
the  tranfports  could  not  be  deftroyed  without  a  breach  of  the  neutrality 
cf  Hanover  ? 

•  Thb,  my  Lords,  is  a  fubjefl  on  which  I  could  have  only  been  in* 
duced  to  dwell,  by  my  zeal  for  the  prefent  eftabliihment^  and  my  per« 
fonal  affecElian  for  his  Majefty.  It  is  univerially  allowed,  that  not 
onTy  the  honour  and  profperity,  but  the  lafety  of  a  Brttifli  monarch, 
depends  upon  the  aiFeftion  of  his  fubjeAs ;  and  that  neither  fplendid 
kvees,  nor  large  revenues,  nor  (landing  armies,  can  fecure  his  hap* 
pineft  or  his  power  any  longer  than  the  people  are  convinced  of  hii 
tendernefs  and  regard,  of  his  attention  to  their  complaints,  and  his 
xcal  for  their  intereft.  If  therefore  it  Ihould  ever  be  generally  be- 
lieved, d^at  our  King  condders  diis  nation  only  as  appendent  (d  his 
eleAoral  dominions,  that  he  promotes  the  intereft  of  bis  former  fub- 
js£\s  at  the  expence  of  thofe  by  whom  he  has  been  exalted  to  this 
awful  throne,  and  that  our  commerce,  our  treafures,  and  our  lives, 
are  facriiiced  to  the  fafety,  or  to  the  enlargetnent  of  diftant  territories, 
what  can  be  expe^bd  ?  What  but  murmurs,  difaiFedion,  and  diftruft, 
and  their  natural  confequences,  infurredkion  and  rebellion  j  rcbcUioa 
of  which  no  man  can  forefee  the  event,  and  by  which  that  man  may 
perhaps  be  placed  upon  the  throne,  whom  we  have  fo  wifely  excluded 
and  fo  folemnly  abjured.  ^ 

Of  this  unreafonable  regard  to  the  intereft  of  Hanover,  the  con- 
traS  which  we  are  now  confidcring  exhibits,  if  not  a  proof  too  ap- 
-parent  to  be  denied,  yet  fuch  an  appearance  as  we  ought  for  our  own 
fakes  and  that  of  his  Majefty  to  obviate ;  and  therefore  I  think  the 
Addrefs  which  is  now  propofed  ;n  the  higheft  degree  reafonable;  and 
am  convinced,  that  by  complying  with  our  requeft,  his  Majefty  wiU 
regain  the  affections  of  many  of  his  fubjefb,  whom  a  long  train  of 
pernicious  meafures  have  filled  with  difcontent ;  and  preferve  the 
loyalty  of  many  others,  who,  by  artful  reprefentations  of  the  motives 
and  confequences  of  this  contrafl,  may  be  alienated  and  perverted. 

Lord  Bathurst  replied  to  the  following  purport : — ^My  Lords, 
As  I  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  noble  Duke's  afie^on  to  the 
prefent  royal  family,  I  am  convinced,  that  the  ardour  o(  his  expreffions 
is  the  effect  of  his  zeal,  and  that  the  force  of  his  reprefentations  pro- 
ceeds only  from  the  ftrength  of  his  convidion ;  and  therefore  I  am 
{an  from  intending  to  cei^fure  any  accidental  negligence  of  language, 

or 
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ornfiy  feeming  arperity  orfentiment.  I  kimw,  that  the  opennds  and 
dignity  of  mind  which  has  incited  him  to  declare  his  opinion  with  fo 
ffiuch  freedom,  will  induce  him  likewife  to  retrad  it,  when  he  (hsdl  be 
eonvinced,  that  he  has  been  deceived  by  falfe  reprefentations,  or  that 
lie  has  formed  his  condufions  too  haftily,  without  an  attentive  exa- 
mination of  the  queftion  in  its  whole  extent* 

I  fhall,  therefore,  endeavour  to  explain  the  motives  upon  which  all 
the(e  meafures  have  been  formed  which  we  have  heard  (o  warmly 
cenfured ;  and  (hew,  that  they  were  the  confequences  not  of  hafte 
And  negKgence,  but  of  vigilance  and  circumfpedtion ;  that  they  were 
formed  upon  a  deliberate  fu];vey  of  the  complicated  interefts  of  the 
European  powers,  and  didlated  not  by  a  partiality  to  Hanover,  but  a 
fiuthful  attention  to  the  intereft  of  Britain. 

'  It  has  been  already  obferved  by  a  noble  Lord,  that  there  was  no 
choice  allowed  us  5  that  the  ftate  of  Europe  required,  that  we  (hould 
not  fit  unadive ;  and  that  yet  there  was  no  other  method  of  adtiog, 
1>y  which  we  could  benefit  our  allies,  or  injure  our  enemies ;  and  that 
therefinre,  though  our  interpofition  had  not  produced  all  the  eScQs 
which  our  zeal  might  incline  us  to  wifli,  yet  our  conduct  ought  not 
to  be  condemned  ;  becaufe,  though  we  did  not  prefs  forward  through 
the  neareft  path  to  the  great  object  of  our  purfuit,  we  exerted  our 
tttmoft  fpeed  in  the  only  way  that  was  left  open.  This,  my  Lords^ 
is,  in  my  opinion,  f.  very  juft  apology ;  nor  do  I  fee,  that  this  vindi- 
cation can  be  confuted  or  invalidated  otherwife  than  by  (hewing,  that 
'ibme  difierent  meafures,  meafures  equally  reafonable,  were  equally  in 
our  power. 

But  becaufe  the  plea  of  neceffity  may  perhaps  be  evaded  ;  and  be- 
caufe it  is  at  leaft  pleaftng  to  difcover,  that  what  was  neceflary  was 
rikewi(e  convenient,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  (how,  that  our  meafures 
have  produced  already  fuch  effects  as  have  fufficiently  rewarded  our 
expences ;  and  that  we  may  yet  reafonably  hope,  that  greater  advan- 
tages will  arife  from  them. 

There  are,  indeed,  fomc  whom  it  will  not  be  cafy  to  fatisfy,  fome 
who  declare  not  againil  the  manner  in  which  the  war  is  profecuted, 
but  again{(  the  war  itfelf ;  who  think  the  power  of  France  too  formi- 
dable to  be  oppofed,  and  the  Briti(h  people  too  much  exhauftcd  or 
enervated  to.boId  any  longer  the  balance  of  the  continent. 
'  I  have  indeed,  my  Lords,  always  declared  myfelf  of  a  different 
•pinion,  and  have  frequently  endeavoured  to  roufe  others  from  a  kind 
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4f  indoknt  diefptir  and  taiMtcquiefcenc^  in  tfM^altempAt  of  d^cFraodii 
ty  iteprefenUtions  of  the  wealth  and  force,  the  influence  and  alliance^ 
of  our  ovn  nation.  I  have  often  aflerted,  that  I  did  not  doubt  Imt 
her  oonqtiefts  might  be  ftopped  by  vigorous  oppofition,  and  diat  die 
current  of  her  power  which  had  by  artificial  machines  of  policy  beet 
yaifed  higher  than  itS/fource,  would  fubftde  and  ftagnate,  when  in 
coiftfe  was  no  longer  aiBfied  by  cowardice^  and  its  way  leveUed  by 
fiiboiiffion. 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  were  my  fentiments,  and  this  was  my  langnafi 
«t  a  timet  when  all  the  powers  of  Europe  confpired  to  flauer  the 
pride  of  France  by  falling  at  her  feet,  when  her  nod  was  fdicitouAy 
watched  by  all  the  princes  of  the  empire,  when  there  was  no  bbtf 
but  by  her  prote^on,  nor  any  enterpriie  but  by  her  permiifion  ;  wben 
^r  wealth  influenced  the  councils  of  nations,  when  war  was  de-» 
clared  at  her  command  in  the  remotefl  corners  of  Europe^  and  every 
coflteft  was  fubmitted  to  her  arbitration. 

Even  at  this  time,  my  Lords,  was  I  fufficiently  confident  of  the 
power  of  my  own  country,  to  fet  at  defiance  in  my  own  mind  this 
{tgantick  ftate*  I  confidered  all  additions  to  its  greatnefs  rather  aa 
the  tumour  of  difeafe  than  the  £hootings  of  vigour,  and  thought  that 
its  nerves  grew  weaker  as  its  corpulence  increafed*  Of  my  own 
joation  I  faw,  that  neither  its  numbers  nor  its  courage  were  diflu«» 
niihed,  I  had  no  realbn  to  believe  our  foldicrs  or  our  (ailors  le&  brave 
^an  their  fathers;  and  therefore  imagined,  that  whenever  they 
{hould  be  led  out  againft  the  (ame  enemies  they  would  fight  witb  die 
^me  fupcriority  s^nd  the  fame  fucce(s» 

But  for  thefe  hopes,  my  Lords,  I  was  (bmetimes  pitied  by  thofe 
whq  thought  themfelves  better  acquainted  with  the  fiate  of  Europe 
fhan  myfplf,  and  fometimes  ridiculed  by  thofe  who  had  been  long  ac- 
cuftpmed  to  deprefs  diei|r  own  country,  and  to  reprefent  Britain  « 
poly  the  (hadow  of  what  it  once  was ;  to  deride  our  armies  and  our 
fleets,  aivl  defcribe  us  impoveriflied  and  corrupted,  funk  into 
fcowardic^e,  and  delisted  with  flavery* 

That  my  opinion  is  npw  lik^y  to  be  juftified,  and  that  diofe  who 
have  hitherto  ib  confidently  oppofed  me  will  foon  be  obliged  to  ao 
l^nowledge  tb^ir  miftake,  is  of  very  fmall  importance  ^  nor  is  my  fel^- 
love  fo  predominant  as  to  incline  me  to  reckon  the  confiraiatiootf 
my  predi^ons,  or  the  vindication  of  my  iag^city  among  the  benefits 
yfhich  w^  are  now  about  to  rep^ivct    We  are  now  fpon  to  be  con^ 
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viftotdtlMil  France  »  not  iircfiftable,  nor  irrcfiftiblc  to  Britain.  We 
ut  new  to  fee  the  embroilers  of  die  univerfe  entangled  in  their  own 
fchemes,  and  the  depopulators  of  kingdoms  deftroyed  in  thefe  fields 
which  they  have  fo  wantonly  laid  wafte.  We  (hall  fee  juftice  tri*-' 
ttmpant  over  oppreflion,  and  iniblence  trampled  by  thofe  whom  (he 
has  dcfpifed.  We  (hall  fee  the  powers  of  Europe  once  more  equally 
MaMced,  and  the  balance  placed  again  in  the  hands  of  Britain. 

If  it  be  required  upon  what  events  thefe  expcftations  are  founded  > 
•nd  if  it  be  alledged,  that  we  have  no  fuch  refolutions  to  hope  from 
the  meafures  that  have  been  hitherto  purfued :  It  has  been  affirm^  hf 
m  noble  Lord,  that  our  armi^  in  Flanders  are  uielefs,  and  that  our 
motions  have  given  neither  courage  nor  ftrength  to  any  other  powers ; 
chat  the  Queen  of  Hungary  is  yet  equaUy  diitrefTed,  and  that  the 
French  ftill  purfue  their  fchemes  vmhout  any  intcrruptfon  from  us  or 
oor  allies,  I  (hall  hope  by  an  impartial  account  of  the  prcfent  ftate  of 
the  continent  to  (how,  that  his  aflertions  are  groundleis,  and  hit 
opinion  erroneous. 

The  inafiivity  of  our  army  in  Fliandcrs  has,  indeed,  (umilhed  a 
popular  topic  of  declamation  and  ridicule.  It  is  well  known  how 
fittle  the  bulk  of  mankind  are  acquainted,  either  with  arts  of  policy, 
tf  of  war ;  how  impcrfe£Wy  they  muft  always  anderftand  the  condufl: 
of  nrintfters  or  generals,  and  with  what  pacriality  they  always  deter* 
fliifte  in  favour  of  their  own  nation.  Ignorance,  my  Lords,  con* 
joined  with  patriality,  matt  always  produce  expedations  which  no  ad- 
Ae6  nor  courage  can  gratify  5  and  it  is  fcarcely,  therefore,  to  be  hoped, 
that  the  people  will  be  (atisfied  with  any  account  of  the  tondufl  of  our 
Oeoends  which  does  not  inform  them  of  fieges  and  battles,  (laughter 
mai  dtvafletton.  They  expe£t  that  a  Briti(h  army  (hould  over-run 
Ae  continent  in  a  fummer,  that  towns  (hould  furrender  at  their  fum- 
andriegions  retire  ac  their  (hout,  that  they  (hould  drive  nations 
them,  and  conquer  empires  by  marching  over  them. 

Such,  myXords,  are  the  efifeds  which  the  people  of  Britain  ex- 
pc&i  and  a§  they  have  hitherto  been  di&ppointed,  their  difappoint- 
ment  hidines  them  to  complain.  They  think  an  army  ufelefs  which 
fains  no  viAories,  and  alk  to  what  purpofe  the  fword  is  drawn,  if  the 
'Mood  of  Aeir  enemies  is  not  to  be  (bed  ?  But  thefe  are  not  the  fenti- 
netM  of  your  Lordlhips,  whofe  acquaintance  with  public  affairs  in- 
ferms  you,  that  viftories  are  often  gained  where  no  ftandards  are 
n,  nor  ncwfpapeit  (Bled  with  ^jfts  of  the  flain ;  and  that  by  draw- 
ing 
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ing  the  fvirord  opportunely,  the  neceffity  of  ftriking  is  often  pieveatei 
You  know,  that  the  army  which  hovers  over  a  country  and  draws 
tile  forces  which  defend  it  to  one  part,  may  deftroy  it  without  invading 
it,  by  expofing  to  the  invafion  of  another ;  and  that  he  who  with* 
holds  an  army  from  adion,  is  not  lefs  ufefui  to  his  ally  than  he  that 
defeats  it. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  ufe  of  our  troops  in  Flanders ;  the 
French  are  kept  in  continual  terror,  an  J  are  obliged  to  detach  to  that 
frontier  thole  troops  which,  had  they  not  been  thus  diverted,  woul4 
have  been  employed  in  the  empire ;  and  furely  an  army  is  not  un- 
a£Uvc  which  withholds  a  double  number  from" profecuting  their  dcfign. 

That  our  motions  have  not  encouraged  other  powers  to  fulfil  their 
engagements,  or  to  unite  in  the  defence  of  the  general  liberty  of 
Europe,  cannot  truly  be  afferted.  The  Dutch  apparently  waken 
from  their  flumber,  whether  it  was  real  or  aiFeded,  they  at  leail  dlf: 
cover  lefs  fear  of  the  French,  and  have  already  given  fuch  proofs  of 
their  inclination  to  join  with  us  as  may  encourage  us  to  exped,  that 
they  will  in  a  (hort  time  form  with  us  another  confederacy,  and  em- 
ploy their  utmofl:  efforts  in  the  common  caufe. 

What  they  have  already  offered  will  at  leaft  enable  us  to  affifl  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  with  greater  numbers,  and  her  to  employ  her 
troops  where  (he  is  moft  prefTed ;  for  they  have  engaged  to  garrifon 
the  towns  of  F1anders»  which  fince.they  cannot  be  evacuated,  is  in 
cfFed  an  offer  of  auxiliary  troops ;  fince  if  thofe  forces  had  been 
added  to  the  Auftrian  army,  an  equal  number  of  Auftrians  moft  have 
been  fubdudled  to  garrifon  the  frontier* 

It  is,  therefore,  without  reafon,  that  narrow-minded  cenfurers 
charge  us  with  becoming  the  (laves  of  the  Dutch,  with  fighting  their 
battle^  and  defending  their  barrier,  while  they  purfue  their  commerce 
in  tranquillity,  enjoy  peace  at  the  expence  of  Britifb  blood,  and  grow 
rich  by  the  profufion  of  Britifh  treafure.  It  appears,  that  they  ONicttr 
in  the  prefervation  of  themfelves  and  of  Europe,  though  with  d/rlajs 
and  caution ;  fince,  tho'  they  do  not  fend  forces  into  the  field,  they 
fupply  the  place  of  thofe  which  are  fent,  and  enable  others  to  defiroy 
thofe  whom  they  are  not  yet  perfuaded  to  attack  themfelves. 

The  conflitution  of  that  Republic  is,  indeed,  fuch  as  makes  its 

alliance  not  valuable  on  fudden  emergencies  in  proportion  to  its 

wealth  and  power.    The  determinations  of  large  aflTcmblies  are  always 

flow  I  becaufe  there  are  many  opinions  to  be  examined)  many  pn>: 

pofals 
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poU$  to  be  balanced,  and  many  objedions  to  be  anfvrered.  But 
vitb  much  more  difficulty  muft  any  important  refolutioii  be  formed, 
where  it  muft  be  the  joint  aa  of  the  whole  Affembly,  where  every 
individual  has  a  negative  voice,  and  unanimity  alone  can  make  a 
decifion  obligatory.  Wherever  t^is  is  the  form  of  government,  the 
ftate  lies  at  the  mercy  of  every  man  who  has  a  vote  in  its  councils  ; 
and  the  corruption  or  folly  or  obftinacy  of  one  may  retard  or  defeat 
the  moft  important  defigns,  lay  his  country  open  to  the  inroads  of  an 
enemy,  diflblve  the  moft  folemn  alliances,  and  involve  a  nation  in 
inifery. 

This,  my  Lords,  I  need  not  obferve  to  be  the  Dutch  conftitution, 
nor  need  I  tell  this  Aflembly,  that  we  are  not  always  to  judge  of  the 
geoeral  inclination  of  that  people  by  the  procedure  of  their  deputies, 
fince  particular  men  may  be  influenced  by  private  views,  or  corrupted 
by  fecret  promifes  or  bribes ;  and  thofe  defigns  may  be  retarded  by 
their  artifices  which  the  honeft  and  impartial  univerfally  approve. 
This  iSf  perhaps,  the  true  reafon  of  the  prefent  delays  which  have 
furnifhed  occafion  to  fuch  loud  complaints,  complaints  of  which  we 
inay  hope  quickly  to  have  an  end ;  fince  it  can  hardly  be  doubted, 
but  the  general  voice  of  the  people  will  there,  as  in  other  places,  at 
lafi  prevail,  and  the  prej  udices  or  paffions  of  private  men  give  way  to 
tine  intereft  of  the  public*. 

That  the  Queen  of  Hungary  is  now  equally  diftrefled,  and  that  ftie 

has  received  no  advantage  from  the  affiftance,  which  we  have  at  fo 

great  an  expence  appeared  to  give  her,  is  likewife  very  far  ff  om  being 

true.    Let  any  man  compare  her  prefent  condition,  with  that  in 

^Vhicb  {he  was  before  Britain  engaged  in  her  caufe,  and  it  will  eafily 

ifi  perceived,  how  much  (he  owes  to  the  alliance  of  this  natiotu 

I  Che  was  then  flying  before  her  enemies,  and  reduced  to  feek  for  (helter 

[m  the  remoteft  part  of  her  dominions,  while  her  capital  was  fortified 

.in  cxpe^ation  of  a  fiege.     Thofe  who  then  were  diftributing  her 

provinces,  and  who  almoft  hovered  over  her  only  remaining  king* 

dom,  are  now  retiring  before  her  troops.    The  army  by  which  it 

was  intended,;  that  her  territories  in  Italy  fhould  be  taken  from  her,  is 

aow.ftarving  in  the  countries  which  it  prefumed  to  invade  i  and  the 

troops,  which  were  fent  to  its  affiftance,  are  languifhing  at  the  feet 

of  moantains  which  they  will  never  pafs. 

Thele  are  the  effi:£t$,  my  Lords,  of  thofe  meafures,,  which  for 
srant  of  being  completely  uAderftoodi  or  attentively  confidered,  have 

been 
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been  fo  rthttMoAy  cenfiired.  Thde  meafiircd,  ttijr  Lofds,  however 
injudicious^  however  unfeafonable,  have  embarrafled  the  dtfigni  oC 
France,  and  given  rdicf  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary;  Aey  have  aoi^ 
mated  the  Dutch  to  aAion,  and  kindled  in  all  the  powers  of  Europe, 
who  were  intimidated  by  the  French  armies,  new  hopes  and  newr&- 
folutions  I  diey  have  indeed  made  a  general  change  in  did  ftate  of 
Europe,  and  given  a  new  inclination  to  the  balance  of  power.  Mot 
many  months  have  elapfed,  fince  every  man  appeared  to  confider  lk 
Sovereign  of  France  as  the  univerfal  monarch,  whofe  will  was  not  to 
be  oppofeJ,  and  whofe  force  was  not  to  be  refifted.  We  now  fee  hfs 
menaces  defpifcd  and  his  propofitions  rejcfted ;  every  out  now  ap- 
pears to  hope  rather  than  to  fear,  though  lately  a  general  panic  wii 
fpread  over  this  part  of  the  globe,  and  fear  had  fo  engroifed  maakflMly 
that  fcarccly  any  rain  prefumed  to  hope. 

But  it  is  obje£ied,  my  Lords,  that  .though  our  meafuresfliotddbe 
allowed  not  to  have  been  wholly  inSeflual,  and  our  money  appear 
not  to  have  been  fquandered  onlyto  pay  the  troop$'  of  Hanover,  yet 
cur  condu<9:  is  very  far  from  meriting  eitbei^  applaufe  or  approbations 
£nce  much  greater  advantages  might  have  been  purchafed  at  mack 
lefs  expence,  and  by  methods  much  left  invidious  and  dangerous. 

The  Queen  of  Hungary  might,  in  the  opinion  of  tfaefe  cenfiuer^ 
ibave  raifed  an  hundred  thoufand  men  with  the  money  which  we  rank 
expend  in  biring  only  fixteen  thoufand,  and  nrigbt  have  deftrojed 
thofe  enemies  whom  we  have  hitherto  not  dared  to  attack. 

Tbofe  who  make  this  fuppoTition  the  foundation  of  their  cenfarei^ 
appear  not  ^o  remember,  that  the  Queen  of  Hungarjr's  domioioal» 
like  thofe  of  other  Princes^  m<ay  by  war  be  in  time  exhauAed;  Aat 
the  lofe  of  inhabitarrts  is  not  repaired  in  any  country  but  by  flow  de« 
grecs;  and  that  thetc  is  noplace  yet  difcovered  where  money w3l 
procure  foldiers  without*  end,  or  where  new  harvcfts  of  men  rife  wp 
annually,  ready  to  fight  thofe  quarrels  in  which  their  predocefion 
^ere  fwept  away.  If  the  money  had,  inftead  of  being  cmployoil  ia 
hiring  auxiliaries,  been  remitted  to  the  Queen,  it  is  not  pr<**bk 
Aat  £he  could  at  any  rate  have  brought  a  new  army  together.  Bttt 
it  is  certain,  that  her  new  troops  muft  have  been  without  arms  aol 
without  difcipline.  It  might  have  been  found,  perhaps,  in  this  g^ 
neral  difturbance  of  the  world,  not  eafy  to  have  iiipplied  thcfi. 
with  weapons  ;  and  it  is  well  known  how  long  time  It  requifBd  to 
teach  raw  forces  the  art  of  war,  and  enable  them  to  ftand  bcfc«  • 
veteran  enemy. 

ft 
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It  was,  Aercfon?,  necteftry  to  affift  her  rather  With  troops  than 
^teoncy ;  and  fincc  troops  were  neceffiirily  to  ht  hirey,  why  fliouM 
wfe  employ  the  forces  of  HanoVer  Icfs  wiUingly  than  th'ofe  of  arfy 
odier  nation  I  To  aflert  th^t  they  havb  more  ok-  Ifefs  (oarage  than 
others  is  chimerical,  nor  can  any  man  fu^ofe  theih  ^ikher  more 
brave  or  timoroai  thki)  thofe  6f  the  neighbouring  coontiries^  withodt 
dHcovcrihg  the  mcaiiift  prejddlcis,  and  the  riatiroWeft  cohcfcptions ; 
without  (hewiTig  that  he  Is  whbTljr  tinacquamted  widi  humin  nature, 
and  that  he  is  influenced  by  the  tales  of  nurfes;  and  die  boafts  6f 
ttildrcn. 

There  wsft,  therefdrc,  nd  objeAion  agairift  the  troops  df  Hanove^, 
^at  was  not  of  eqttil  llrength  Jgainft  all  JPoreigd  trodps ;  and  th^re 
wasatleaft  one  argument  in  their  favour,  that  thc^  were  fuhjefts  df 
the  (ame  prince  -,  and  that  therefore  wc  could  hav^  no  reafon  to  fear 
their  dcfeftion,  of  to  fufpeS  their  idelity.  -  ^ 

The  Efeftorat*  of  Handver,  wiA  whatever  coHtfemtit  or  Indign^t- 
tJdiiforae  perfdn^  ihajr  affeA'to  mention  It^  is  to  be  confidered  it 
tfaft  as  a  ftate  in  aRiance  With  Brit:(?n^  and  to  receive  from  us  thit 
-tiffoit  tfhich  the  terms  of  that  aJllance  may  demand. 

Any  bflicr  regard,  thy  LorOs,  ihddcd  it  is  not  netcffary  to  contend 
"Mr;  fince  it  cannot  be  proved,  that  in  this  tranfa^lion  we  have  aAed 
oAcrwife  than  as  with  allies,  or'  hired  the  troops  oh  cbnditiorts 
which  diofe  of  any  other  natron  Would  not  have  obtairtcd,  or  on  arfy 
Wrfcfr  they  ^1  not  delerve  j  fihce  y<hir  Lord/hips  have  rkelved  af- 
ftraifees,  tfcat  they  are  ready  to  enter  the  field,  and  to  march  fnto 
^Btrmany  srgitnft  the  common  enem^.  That  we  might  HaVe  raifeii 
Sfcvtf  troop's  in  Our  own  nation,  and  have  augmented  our  army  with  ah 
W|i!sd  number  of  ihen,  cannot  be  dernetf  j  nor  do  I  doubt,  my  Lordi, 
nt  our  countrymen  would  be  equally  formidable  with  any  othet 
■rces ;  but  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  an  army  is  not  to  be  IcvicJl 
ko  an  inftant,  and  that  our  natives,  however  warlike,  are  not  both 
ifiththc  knovvfedge  of  the  ufe  of  arms;  and  who  knows,  whether 
fenrope  m?ght  not  have  been  enflaved  before  a  Britife  atmycoulU 

rve  bceii  raifcd  and  dKciplined  fox  its  deliverance  ? 
Whether  this  account  of  our  meafures  will  fotisfy  thofe  whO'havo 
Kdierto  condemned'  them,  I  am  not  able  to  forctsl.  There  art,  inf- 
fced,  fome  realbns  for  fufpefting,  that  they  blame  not,  becaufe  they  - 
iiapprove,  but  becaufe  they  think  it  neceHary  either  to  the  t:hara(fter 
If  difcerntnent,  or  of  probity,  to  cep(ur«  the'minillty,  whateV<Sr 
'  Vo  h.  II.  X  maxima 
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maxims  are  porfued.    Of  this  dUpofi^oo  it  is  fio  fligbc  proof,  that 
contrary  meafures  have  beea  fomctimet  condemned  by  the  £une  mei^ 

.with  the  iame  vehemence  ^  and  that  even  compliance  widi  their  d^ 
mands  hasjiotftiUed  their  outcries.  When  the  roinifiry  appeared 
uawilling  to  engage  in  the  war  of  Germany,  without  the  concur- 

.rence  of, {he  other  powers  who  had  engaged  to  fiipport  the  Prag* 
matic^an^on,  they  were  hourly  reproac^d  with  being  the  flavcs 
of  France,  with  betraying  the  general  caufe  of  Eurqpe,  and  with 
repreffing  that  generous  ardour,  by  which  our  anceftors  have  been 
incited  to  ftand  forth  as  the  aflertors,  of  univerfid  liberty,  and  tp 
fight  the  quarrel  of  mankind*  They  were  marked  out  as  either 
cowards  or  traitors,  and  doomed  to  infamy  as  the  accomplices  i)f 
tyranny,  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  againft  tbeir  allies,  their  CQUJit|rj^ 

•  and  their  pofterity. 

At  length  the  Britons  have  roufed  again,  and  again  declared them;- 

/ielves  the  (uppottcrs  of  right,  whenever  injured ;  they  haxc  agaia 
raifed  their  ftandards  in  the  continent,  and  prepare  to  march  ag^ 
through  thofe  regions  where  their  victories  are  yet  celebrated,  and 
their  bravery  yet  reverenced.  The  hills  of  Germany  will  agsip 
found  with  the  ibouts  of  that  people  who  once  marched  to  her  de- 
liverance through  all  the  obftru&ions  that  art  or  power  could  forif 
againft  them,  and  which  broke  through  the  paft  of  Schellembourgi 
to  rout  the  armies  that  were  ranged  behind  it. 

Now  it  might  be  expe&ed,  my  Lords,  that  at  leaft  d^oie  wbp  wo^ 
before  diflatisfied,  fhould  declare  their  approbation  ^  for  furdy  vir^ecf 
peace  or  neutrality  is  improper,  there  is  nothing  left  but  war.  Y^ 
experience  (hews  us,  that  men  refolved  to  blame  will  nevpr  vao^ 
pretences  for  venting  their  malignity;  and  where  nothing  butmsf 
lignity  is  the  confequence  of  oppafite  meafures,  we  muft  nfcefla^jly 
conclude,  that  there  is  a  fixed  refolution  to  blame,  and  diat  all  vi#« 
dications  will  be  ineffe£lual. 

.  Some  have,  indeed,  found  out  a  middle  courfe  between,  ceirfiuc 
and  ai^robation,  and  declare,  that  they  think  thefe  meafures  ,nov 
juftihable,  becaufe  we  have  proceeded  too  far  to  retreat  with  honouF| 
and  that  though  at  firft  a  better  fcheme  might  have  been  formed,  yet 
this,  which  has, hitherto  been  purfued,  ought  not  now  to  be  changed^; 
I,  my  Lords,  though  it  is  not  of  very  great  importaiKC  to  cooiitfr 
an  opinion  by  which  the  meafures  of  the  government  will  not.be 

.•hftru£led,  cannot  forbear  to  declare  pyfclf  of  different  fentimeot% 

and 
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and  to  aflert^  in  bppofliion  cb  artfitl  calumaies  and  vMtnt  in?6£livieiy 
nbat  tbe  prefent  meailires  were  originally  right,  that  they  w«re  foch 
MS  prudence  would  didate,  and  experience  approve^  and  fych  is  >i9k 
ought  again  to  take,  if  we  have  again  the  power  of  ^oite. 

I  am,  indeed^  far  from  doubting,  but  thefe-meafure^  will  in  a  fliort 
lime  be  juftiiied  by  fucceis ;  a  criterion  by  which,  however  unjuftly^ 
Ifae  greateft  part  of  mankind  wiU  always  judge  of  the  conduft  of 
their  Governors ;  for  it  is  apparent,  my  Lords,  that  howfoever  the 
French  power,'  commerce,  and  wealth,  have  been  exaggerated  .hf 
Aok  that  eifher  love  or  fear  them,-  diey  will  not  long  be  able  tp  ftand 
againft  utff  their  funds  Will  in  a  fliort  time  fail  them,  and  their 
armies  muft  .be  difbanded,  when  they  can  no  longerbe  paid,  left, 
inftcad  of  proteAing  their  country,  they  ihould  be  inclined  tfk 
plunder  it« 

The  abundance  of  our  wealth,  my  Lords,  and  Ac  profit  of  our. 
commerce,  are  fufficiently  apparent  from  the  price  of  our  ftocks, 
which  were  never  before  fupported  at  the  fame  height  for  fo  long  a 
time;  and*  of  die  (all  of  which  neiriier  an  aSual  war  with  Spain,  nor 
At  danger  v^hich  has  been  fuggefted  of  another  with  France,  with 
France  in  the  full  poilcffion  of  all  its  boafted  advantages,  has  yet 
been  able  to  produce  any  token*  Another  proof  of  tiie  exuberance 
of  our  riches,  and  the  profperity  pf  our  commerce  by  which  they 
are  acquired,  is  the  facility  with  which  the  Government  can  raile  in 
an  i^iftant  the  greateft  fumd,  and  the  low  intereft  at  which  diey  are 
ohcained.  If  we  compare  our  ftace  in  this  refped  with  that  of 
France,  tbe  iafuperable  difficulties  under  which  they  muft  contend 
with  us,  vviU  fufficiently  diCcover  themlelves.  It  is  well  -  known,  my 
lords;  that  we  have  laody  raifed  the  money  which  the  fervice  of 
caeb  year  required,  at  the  intereft  of  three  for  a  hundred;  nor  is  it 
likely  that  there  will  be  any  neoeffity  of  larger  intereft,  though  our 
aoimd  demands  were  to  be  equal  to  thofe  of  the  hft  war.  But  the 
French  are  well  known  to  raife  tbe  fums  which  their  exigencies  re* 
%aire'OQ  very  different  terms,  and  to  have  paid  ten  for  a  hundred  for 
aD  die  money  whieh  their  late  proje£ls  have  required ;  profodb  which 
fhey  cannot  purfue  long  at  fudi  cfnormous  expence,  and  by  whieh 
dieir  country  muft  in  a  fliort  time  be  ruined,  even  without  op- 
'volition. 

«  While  we  can,  therefore,  raife  three  millions  for  lefs  than  the 
Fteoch  can  obtain  one,  and  by  confequence  fupport  three  regiments 

Xa  at 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


3^  BEBATS      ON  £lK>«  U 

^tAc  fame«xieaoB-a$  one  islun>orled  in  tbeir  fari^,  fip  bift 
ioreljrno  realbnrto  jdtead  the  fuperioriqr  of  their  numbersi  or  to  fear 
rittt^the^  mH  oonqoer  by  ezbauflii^  as* 

Thus,  mji^Xords,  I'havedeltfCfed  my  opinion  witk  freedom  to4 
impslrdality;  andlhaU  patiendy  hfiarken  to  ai>y  obJQi9ioii&  thatftiall 
grife  agaiaft .  k^  fuppoi^ted  by  Ac  CQtdciouiadkf  4]hat  a  confutatioo 
yAll  only  ttkcw  me,  ihat  I  have  Jboen  tniftaken  ;  hat  w4\  Jiot  deprive 
me  of  the  (atis&£Hon  of  refle^j^,  that  I  have  not  faotti  wanting  (o 
«iy  country  ^  and.tfaatif  I  have  app«ovcd.or  defendt ^rimproper  mea* 
(urea,  I  at  leaft  coofalted  no  other  ifiteKft  than  thaft  of  Britain. 
*  lord  .Rejlviy  fpoke  next  to  the  following  ttti£ti'^lAy  Lor^ 
)t  is  not  without  thiMt  ooncem  which  evevy  man  ooght  tofeslat  liita|i* 
foreht  approach  ofpuUic  qdamjties^tbatl  hiveke^ndtheviefiraDesirliicii 
are  now  the  fubje£t  of  our  enquiry  fo  weakly  defended,  nAen  theif 
vindication  isendeavoured  with  fe  Auicfa  ardour,  and  laboKradwith 
(p  much  addre(s»  .. 

The  objefiions  which  prefe  upon  the  mind,  at  flie  firft  and  fli^itti 
vkm  of  our  proceedings,  are  fuch  as  require  the  cbfeft  atte|ittflfl| 
fiich,  as  cannot  but  alarm  every  man  who  has  ftudied  die  inteteft  tf 
iiis  country,  and  who  fincerely  endeavours  to  promote  it  j  and  thwe* 
tort  it  might  be  hoped,  that  Aofe  who  appear  to  have  thought  die« 
inTufficienti  afe  able  to  produce  m  oppofition  to  dwmthe  ftrongett 
arguments,  and  the  cleareft  dedti^Kons.  ! 

When  we  attempt  the  confideration  of  our  pptfeni  coadilioo»  vH 
enquire  by  .what  means  our  pro^rlty  may  be  fectiredy^  the  firft  is* 
de&ion  that  occurs,  is,  that  we  are  traders,  that  all  oiur  p6wer  istk^ 
coniirquenoe  of  our  wealth,  and  our  wealth  the  pvodudof  ourtiadi. 
It  is  well  known,  that  trade  can  only  be  purfued  under  the  fecusitif 
cf  peace ;  that  a  nation  which  has  a  larger  coovmcrce*  miift  Btti* 
war  on  difadvantageous  terms  againft  one  that  has  kft^  as  of  tiM 
connguous  countries,  the  more  fmi^l  has  »oft  ta  fnr  fetm  u 
invafion  by  its  neighbour. 

.  It  is  ififible  iikewife  to  any  man  who  confixkrs  the  fitoatioii  4 
Britain,  that  there  is  no  nation  by  which  our  trade  can  in  tioie  if  ^ 
war  be  fo  much  obftruSed  as  by  France,  of  which  the  coafts  »f^ 
eppofitB  to  ours,  andr  which  GaA.fend..otit  fmall  veilels,  and  least 
our  merchants  in  the  mouths  of  our  harbours,  or  in  the  channel  4 
which  we  bbaft  the  Sovereignty :  and  all  thofe  who  have  heard  or 
reld  of  the  laftr  war,  in^btcii  we  gained  fo  much  honour,  and  k 
...        "  .  little 
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trie  srfiruffitg^,  kiKMH^  tliat  the  pri^teers  of-  Frsnee  idtjmref  in  inoi<^ 

Aan  its  navies  or  its  armies ;  and  that  a  thoufand  vi(^ries  on  thd 

contmeift,  Where'  wit  were  only  contending  for  the  rights  of  others^ 

ttre  a  very  fmall  recompence  fbr  the  obftniflion  oP  oirf^cominercci 

nor  can*  he  feel  iHttch  tenderners  for  mai^nd,  who  would  pui'chift 

bydie  ruin  arid  dfftrefs  of  a  thoufand  families,  indafhiousand  innoi* 

tent)  the  moitlentary  feftivity  of  atriumph,  or  the  idle  glare  of  an 

iPttmtflfatioci.  '' 

Yet,  my  Lords,  this  nation,  however  aealous  for  it*  comhiefOe^'h 

about  to  engage  in  a  war,  in  a  war  with  the  only  ftate  by  which    • 

<mr  commerce  can  he  impaired ;  it  is  about  to  fup^t  new  armies 

on  Ac  continent  without  allies,  and  without  treafure.  ''^ 

That  we  are  without  treafure,  and  that  our  trade,  by  whi^h  only 

our  funds  can  be  fupplied,  has  lately  been  very  much  dimmiflied;  1§ 

(00  «afy  to  prove  in  OppofiHon  to  the  fpecious  di())lay  which  the 

noUe  Lord^  who  fpoke  laft,  has  been  j/kaitd  to  nfSfke  oF  thdf  exutfts 

jince  of  our  wealth.  •  •  > 

•  If  Che  abundance  of  ottr  riches  be  fucfa  as  it  lOs  bctn  reptrf<nlte({^ 

why  are  na  meafures  formed  for  the  payment  of  the*  public  debfi'f 

of  whfch  no  man  will  &y,  that-shey  are  not  iv  thenAives  a  eaksN 

nity,  and  the  fource  of  many  calamities  yet  greater ;  bf  which'  it 

Camrot  be  dtoied,  that  they  multiply  dependance'by  nrhich  out  eom 

ftitotion  may  fometimcs  be  endangered.     Whv  are  thofe  debts  not 

iUy  unpaid,  but  increafed  by  annual  additions  to  fuch  a  height,  tbM 

Ite  paymeni  of  them  maft  fbon  become  defpetate,  anfl  the  public 

"Sik  under  the  burthen  ? 

•  TTiat  our  trade,  my  Lords,  and  fey  confequen^e  *oar  weaKhV  if 
If  late  dtminiifted)  may  be  proved  beyond  controverfy,  even  to  thofe 
Ihofeihtereftit  ia  i^tto  believe  it,  and  upon  whom,  therefore-, 41 
Vtmot  toe  cxpefied,  that  arguments  wHl  have  a  great*  efftft.  TTi^ 
fwdutc  c^*thfe  cdtoms  was  the  laft  year  lefsby  half  a  mlDionr' Ihill 
the  mtan  revenue;  and  as  our  cttftoms  mufl  alwhy^  beat*  z  certaiil 
proportion  to  trade,  we  may  form  an  indiiputableeftimate  from  thttk 
Iffeincreafe  or  its  decfine* 

*'  Tht  tire*  of  o^r"  ft6cks,  my  Lords,  is  fuch  a  proof*  of  rich^^;  iA 
iropfical  •  tumours  are  of  health ;  it  fliews  not  A<!  ciitiidaftfe^  ^cM 
Hk  ftj^fation  of  out*  money ;  and  thoo^  it  may  iiaftiff'  u^  wMi  a 
lUft  appearance  of  plenty  for  a  time,  wiBriboA  prove,  thafHif  ii'botR 
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4lie  tStSt  and  ctofe  of  poverty,  and  will  end  in  wMibier»  Mk 
deftruoKon. 

When  commerce  flounflies,  when  its  profit  is'certain  and  fecvne, 
men  wiB  cint)loy  their  money  in  the  exchange  of  cofAmodittes,  hf 
which  greater  adyantage  may  be  gained,  than  by  putting  it  into  the 
hands  of  brokers ;  but  when  every  (hip  is  in  danger  of  being  ioier- 
cepted  by  privateers,  and  the  infurer  divides  the  prc6t  of  every 
▼oyage  with  the  merchant,  it  is  nat«iral  to  choofe  a  lafer,  though  a 
kft  prefiubk  traffic ;  aiM  rathet  t<>  tteafure  money  in  tfafc  fiinds^  tfaaa 
exfxife  it  on  tSe  ocean. 

But,  my  Lords,  the  minifters  themfelv*s  have  fufficiently  dedaied 
tiieir  opinion  of  the  ilate  of  the  national  wealth,  by  the  method 
^ich  they  haf  e  taken  to  raife  thofe  fuppUes  of  which  they  boaft  with 
how  great  facility  they  are  raifed. 

When  they  found  that*  new  expences  required  new  taxes,  it  was 
W^efiary  to  extmine  what  could  be-  uxed,  or  upon  which  part  of 
"rise  nation  any  other  burthens  could  be  laid  without  immediate  ruin. 
Tboy  turned  over  chfc  catalogue  of  dl  our  manufad:ures,  and  feund, 
Aatfcarcely  any  of  .the  conveniencies,  or  even  the  neceffaries  of  Kfef 
were  withdut  an  hnpoft.  They  examined  all  the  claflbs  of  one 
traders,  and  readily  difcovered,  that  the  greateft  number  t)f  tbofe 
who  endeavoured  to  fupport  themfelves  by  honeft  induftry,  were 
ftrvggltng  with  povei'ty,  and  fcarcely  able  to  provide  to-day  what 
would  be  neceflary  to-morrow.  They  faw  our  prifons  crouded  wiik 
debtors,  and  our  papers  filled  with  the  names  of  banieniptSi  el 
whom  many  may  be  fuppofed  to  have^mifcarried  without  idlenefiit 
extravagance,  or  f(My. 

They  fiiw,  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  induftry  muft  fink  under  any 
addition  to  its  load,  a  confideration  which  could  afford  no  proof  «f 
tile  abundance  of  our  wealth.  They  faw  that  our  cof^fimoditieriwoidd 
be  no  longer  tnanu&aured,  if  their  taxes  were  .increirfiKi$  ami 
therefore  it  was  neceflary  to  raife  money  by  fome  other  method| 
fince  all.  thofe  which  haye  been  hithefto  pradifed  w^e  precludedi 

This,  my  Lords,  was  noeafy  taflcj  but  however,  difficult,  it  has 
^n  accompliihed  5  and  to  thofe  great  politician^  muft  pofterity  be 
}ttdebte4  for  a  new  fcheme  of  fupplying  ^  expences  of  a  war* 

In  the  time  i^f  tbelaie  mi^iftry  it  had  been  obferyed,^t  4fmi^ 
emieft  was  becooic.a  vice  almoft  u/ijverfal  amongr  tbecoqitQon 
jpeopie  I  and  that  as  the  liquor  yht(h  they  generally  drank  was  fuck 

that 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


AltJ 4^3*1  THE      A   K    M    y;  ^tr 

lift  tfacy  cwld  deftroy  their  reafon  by  a  ftaall*  quantity,  and  at  a 
faall  expence,  the  confequence  of  general  dninkennefs  was  general 
kilesie& ;  ilnce  no  man  would  work  any  longer  than  was  necefiary 
to  lay  him  afleep  for  the  remaming  part  of  the  day.    Tliey  remarked 
Ukewife,  that  the  liquor  which  they  generally  drank,  was  to  the  laft ' 
degret  pernicious  to  health,  and  deftrudive  of  that  corporeal  vigour  * 
hy  which  the  bufinefs  of  life  is  to  be  carried  on;  and  a  law  was 
theiefere  made,  by  which  it  was  intended  that  this  fpecies  of  de-  * 
hnichcry,  fo  peculiarly  fatal,  fhould  be  prevented. 
.  Againft  tbe  end  of  this  law  no  man  has  hitherto  made  die  leaft ' 
dbfefiioD ;  no  one  has  dared  to  fignalizfe  himfelf  as  an  open  advo*  ' 
cate  for  tice,  or  attempted  to  prove  diat  dninkennefs  was  not  inju« 
nous  to  fixiety,  and  contrary  to  the  true  ends  of  human  being.   The 
encouragement  of  wickednefs  of  this  fbameful  kind,   wickednefs 
equaUy  coatemptible  and  hateful,  was  referved  for  the  prefentmi* 
nUby,  who  are  now  about  tp  fitpply  thofe  funds  which  they  have ' 
tkb^u&ed  by  idle  proje£b  and  romantic  expeditions,  at  the  expenca.' 
of  health  and  virtue ;  who  have  difcovered  a  method  of  recruiting ' 
amies  by  the  deftruAion  of  their  fellow-fubjeds ;  and  while  they 
boaft  tfaemfelves  the  afiertors  of  liberty,  are  endeavouring  to  enflaxe 
US  by  the  introdudion  of  thofe  vices,  which  in  all  countries,  juid  in' 
crety  age,  have  made  way  for  defpotic  power. 

Even  this  expedient,  my  Lords,  muft  in  a  fhort  time  fail  them ; 
the  produ^  of  vice  as  well  as  of  commerce  muft  in  time  be  ex- 
hiuilcd;  wd  what  then  will  remain?  The  honeft  and  induftrious 
ouft  ftel  the  .weight  of  fome  new  impoiition,  which  the  fagacity  of 
eaperieaced  opprcGon  may  find  means  to  lay  upon  thorn ;  they  i^ill 
fktn  firft  find  the  benefit  of  this  new  law,  fince  diey  may,  by  ^e 
Hfe  of  thofe  liquors  which  are  indulged  ihem,  put  a  fpeedy  end  to 
fhat  life  which  they  made  unable  to  fupport. 

The  moans  by  which  the  oxpences  of  our  preient  defigns  are  to* 
be  fupported,  fMch  means,  my  Lords,  as  were  never  yet  pra£lifed  by 
any  fiate^  however  exhaufted,  or  however  eifdangeivd,  means  which) 
•Wife  nation  would  fcarcely  ufe  to  repel  an  invader  from  the  capital, 
or  to  raUb  works  to  keep  oflF  a  general  inundation,  raife  yet  flronger: 
motroos  of  indignation,  when  it  is  confidered  for  what  defigns  thefer 
cxpeacco  are  required.  ..;:..; 

'  We  are  now,  my  Lords,  rai&ig  armies,  and  hiring  anxillaiiioa,  fbc 
on  expedition  of  which  no  necdKty  caar  bo  difqoverod,  and  firom] 

X  4  which 
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MEhioh  nekh^  iMOqHr  niMr.  advtfitige  oin  he-  e^ppefiad ;  we  are  abam 
tp  forcc^  frjQOi  Ulfi  peo^e  the  1«A  jfWQiaas  of  their  pcopec^  and  to* 
l^r^fs  with  txa^Hons  tbofi^  wko.  imt/b  alrieady  languiihtng.  widi  pi^ 
yfrty. ;  iK)t  for  the  prefejcyation  oC^  qui:  ]ibertx»  or  the  ckfiuDce  o&  out 
q)uni;/y,  but  far  dbe  fupport  of  th^  Pragmatic  SanAbn,  for  the  exa>» 
cution  of  a  v^ry  unjuft  foheme  fiocmcdLfoj  the  late  King^  to.  vfatck 
1^  piircbaj(b4  4t  diifitcent  tfines«  on  dii&rent  emer^acies,  the.  oon^ 
cur£er^ce  qC  other  powers ;  but  «o  which  he  &iled  to  put  the  kft  fad. 
of  confirmation,  perhaps  ia  hppen.  o£a^  male-heir^  and  kftthe  defigDt. 
\^(;b  h^  ha4  Tq  Ipng  an<i  fo  ioduftrioufljr  laboured^  col  be  ai^  laft 
CQ{nBl$te4  b.y.tiie,  kiodnefa  of  his  allies  ^  havii^.by.  aaunfuccefi^ 
^  ag^aft  tj)e  Turks,  exhauflrd  bi^  treaiuie,  and  w/eakened  his. 
tWPps. 

Wibeibei  wp  ihaU  now  tngagi^.in  this  defign.^  whether  we  fliall^  Ux^ 
the.  defence,  of.  the.  Pragmatic  SaniSiont  begin  anotlier  wac  onlbe 
continent,  o£  which  the  duratioi}. cannot  be.  determined,  the  exp^nce'' 
eftimated,  or  the.  event  fnrefeeii ;  whiother*  we  Aiall  contends  at  once. 
ingtb.all  the  Brinces  of  the  Houfe  of  Bouibon,  aqd  entangle  aurfel«e» 
ii^  a  labyrinth  of.d^iFere;itrchemes;  whether  .we  ihaU  provoke  France 
to  interrupts  our  commerce,  and-  invade  our  colotnies,  and  fiandn 
without  the  affiftance  of  a  Angle,  ally  ag^inil  thofe  powers  thatla|tifu 
fet  almoft  all  Europe  at  defiance^  is  now. to  be  determined.  by,ya»r.' 
LordihipS. 

It  can  fcarcely  be  expelled,  thattthe.  French  will  treat  us  oidy,  at^ 
auxiliaries,  and  fatisfy  themfelves  with,  attacking,  usonlyt  ^ore  itmf^ 
find .  themfelves  opppfed  by  us;  they  will  undoubtrdty,  my  Lords, 
confider  us  as  principals,  fmce  th^  can  fuffer  little  more  by  df* 
daring  war  ag^inft  us« 

Thefe^  my.  Lords,  are  flhie  dangers*  to  be  fiiaredfroip  the  meadkrci> 
.which  we  are  now  perfuaded  to  purfae;  but  periua^ed  by  argumenie- 
which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  hav^  very,  little  inflyence  upoB' as, 
aikd  which  hare  not  yet.  been  ^Ue,  howeyer.  artfitUy.  or  aealoaflyti 
enforced,  to.pr^ail:Upon  the. Dutch  to  unite  with  us« 
.,  It  has,  indeed^  been. aflected^  that  the  DHl;ch  anyar.ioclijiQdilOri 
affift  us :  but  of  that  inclinatioaftroiiger  .propft.  ought,  {m^j.t^b^ 
|)SQduced,  bdoce  we  take.auxiURries  into. pay,  aj£^(^ftnrpqtt.timpt 
into  another  country,  which  has  been  fo  ofteajrtfNreleotfd  to.be^^ 
b»en.raJbd:fQrihe.ikftooe9f.tbpk  «w3Hor.coik<^isjnae)i  bomAbo 
piddiC  by.thf.p(0r9S»tio9w.oLwicktitBefiH   .  .::;... 

\  Of 
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Of  diiaifMraitfa^  iwtUnww  in  the  DWich  I  ai«t  tte  mone  doubu 
M>  bccauft  it  UcoDtciuy  to  the  ^pedfttbnaLof  ril  numkiad/ andT 
ft».(ti^  ovudois  ky  wtvdi  they  have  geoorally  regolaicdr  thsir  condiidL 
There  hav.f  iH^en  si^y  kte  inflanceft  oi  their  iMHtciit  CiibiDiffiai  t^ 
'  .tb»  uiv^ioo  of  privikges.  ta  which  they  bav^  thought  diem&hrcs 
catitiod,  aod  o{  tbeii;  preferooce  of  pcace^  though,  ftenetiiiies  pur-' 
ehad^  wkh  the  )q(s  of  honour ;  or^  what  may  be  fiippofed  to  touchy' 
;vOulchn)iui,  much,  moce  neady,  of  profit,  to  tbe.devaftation-  and^. 
caqpence  and  hazards  of  war;  and  it  can  hardly- be  Aippofed'hy  any^ 
vfao  luiow  the^r  charafbr,  that  they  will  be  more-  zealbus  for  the 
ri^  of  others  than  for  their  own ;  or  that  they  will,  for  the  fupport 
o£the  Qiusea  of  Hungary,  facriiice  that  fecurity  and  tranquillity' 
which  they  have  preferred  at  the  expence  of  their  commerce  at  one 
time,  and  b^  paffive  &bmtiBon  to infujti  at  another. 

.  That  a  nation  like  this,  my  Lords,  will  in  the  quaiTel:of  anotfacMr* 

€Bg:^e  in  any  but  moderate  ipeafures,  is  not  to.  be  expcided:  'it  it 

Wf  improbable,  that  they  may  endeavour  by  embaffies.  and  negocia*  ' 

timytpadjuik  the  pnefent  difputes,  or  offer  their  mediation  to  the^ 

contending  powers ;  but  I  am  very  far  from   imagining,  that  tbef  * 

wiilind'iathaniiei(ves  any  dMpoittionto  raiie  armies,  or  equip  fleets, 

that  they  will  endanger  the  barrier  which  has  been  fo  dearly  pur* 

thrfbd,  orexpofe  thecnfelves  to  the  hazards  and  terrois  of- a  Krench- 

nar ;  and  am,  therefore,  inclined  to  believe,  that  if  any  tendency' 

fMards  fuch  meafures.  now  appears,  it  is  ocily  the  efitd  of  the  pre« 

i0t  fasat  of  fome  vehement  declaimerS)  or  the  fecret  macMnatioB' 

cf'ieoae.ajrtfol  pro)e£kors.among  them^  whobave  formed  chimerical 

|laos  of  a  new  fyftem  of  Europe,  and  have  in  their  imaginations. 

legufctt^d  the  diftfibutioaof  dominion  and  power,  or  who  perhaps 

il|«e  diminiflied  their  patrimonies  by  iiegligence  and  extravagance^ 

aedbope  to  repair  them  in- times  of  confufion,  and  to  gkafi;part  of' 

thtt  barveft  of  treafurer  which  the  public  mufi  be  obliged  to  yieM  in- 

tiaeof  wari     I  am  ftrll  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  true  intcKft^of' 

tfe  republic  will  be  coniiil ted,  that  policy- will -ppevact  over  iifitrigue,' 

and  that  only  moderate  meafures  will  be  purfaed  by  the  general* 

cwntil  of  th^  States. 

Moderal;e  meafores,  my  L.ord8,  if  not  always  th^  moft  honourablt ' 
ift  die  ^nton  of  minds  vitiated  by  falfe  notions  of  grandtur^  are  at* 
Ittfrodways  themoft  ftfes  and: are,  dKrefefe^  eligible  at  Itefty  till* 
the  ic^iK.  of  affion  begins  le  open,  and  the-  fuccefe^  of-  a.  m^ae^ 

vigorous 
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vigorous  coadud  may  with  fimae  degt^  of  ccfttAnty  be  fofdcnbwn  $ 
and  it  muft  at  leaft  be  thought  impradent  for  thofe  to  hasard  mudi 
vho  can  gain  nothing,  and  therefore  it  will  not  be  etfy  to  aflign  any 
reafiui  that  may  juftify  our  <:ondud  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

It  is  not  improbable,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  have  now  obtained 
the  diie£Bon  of.  oar  afiairs,  may  be  influenced  by  the  general  diiap^* 
probation  which  the  Britiih  people  (hewed  of  the  pacific  condud  of 
the  laie  miniftry,  and  mayiiave  refolved  to  endeavour  after  applaufe, 
by ihewing  more  fpirit  and  aSivity.  But,  my  Lords,  of  two  oppofite 
fcbemes  it  is  not  impoffible  that  both  may  be  wrong,  and  that  the 
middle  way  only  may  be  fafo  $  nor  is  it  uncommon  for  thofe  who 
are  precipitately  flying  from  one  extreme,  to  rufli  blindly  upon 
another. 

But  our  miniftry,  my  Lords,  have  found  out  a  method  of  com* 
piicating  errors  which  none  of  their  predeceiTors,  however  ftig« 
matized  for  ignorance  and   abfurdity,  have  hitherto  been  able  var 
attain ;  they  have  been  able  to  reconcile  the  extremes  of  folly,  and 
to  endanger  the  puUic  intereft  at  the  fame  time,  by  ina£Hvity  and' 
romantic  temerity. 

No  accufation  againft  the  late  miniftry  was  more  general^  morn 
atrocious,  or  more  adapted  to  incenfe  the  people,  than  that  of 
negleding  the  war  agaihft  Spain :  this  was  the  fubjed  of  all  ^  in- 
veAives  which  were  vented  againft  them  in  the  Senate,  or  difperfed 
among  the  people ;  for  this  they,  were  charged  with  a  fecret  code* 
deracy  againft  their  country,  with  difregard  of  its  commerce  and  iti 
arms,  and  with  a  defign  to  ruin  the  jiation  for  no  other  end  dian  to 
punifli  the  merchants. 

To  this  accufation,  my  Lords,  diligently  propagated,  vril« 
lingly  received,  and,  to  confefs  the  truth,  confirmed  by 
fome  appearances,  do  thofe  owe  their  power,  who  now  piefide 
over  the  aiFairs  of  the  nation  y  and  it  might,  therefore,  have  been 
lioped,  that  by  their  promotion,  one  of  our  grievances  would,  have' 
been  taken  away,  and  that  at  leaft  the  war  agaiii^  Spain  would  have 
been  vigoroufly  profecuted.  *       , 

But  this  miniftry,  my  Lords,  have  only  furni0icjd  a  new  inftance 
of.the  credulity  of  mankind,  of  the  delufidn  of  Qutward  appearluices, 
and  of  the  folly  of  hoping  vpth  too  gr^at;  ardour  for  "any  event,  and 
of  trufting  any  man  with  too  great  confidence.  No  fooner  wera 
they  poffbfledof  the  power  jU)  which,  their  aipbitioahadib  long aipired, 

and 
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and  of  die  (alartes  which  had  with  £»  much  eagernels  been  coveted 
hf  their  avarice,  than  they  forgot  the  complaints  of  the  merchants, 
the  value  of  commerce,  the  honour  of  the  Britiih  flag,  the  danger 
of  our  American  territories,  and  the  great  importance  of  the  war 
with  Spain,  and  contented  themfelves  with  ordering  convojs  for  onr 
IDcrchants,  inftead  of  deftroying  the  enemy  by  whom  they  are 
nolefted. 

The  fleets  which  are  floating  from  one  coaft  to  another  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  which  fometimes  ftrike  terror  into  the  harm« 
k&  inhabitants  of  an  open  coaft,  or  threaten,  but  only  threaten, 
deftrudion  to  an  unfortified  town,  I  am  very  far  from  confideringaf 
amiaixients  fitted  out  againft  the  Spaniards,  who  neither  leal  nor  feat 
any  great  injury  from  them :  their  trade  may  be,  indeed,  fomewhat 
impeded  9  but  that  inconvenience  is  amply  compeniated  by  their  de-. 
predations  upon  our  merchants :  their  navies  may  be  confined  to 
their  own  ports,  or  to  thole  of  France;  but  thcfe  navies  are  not 
ytry  neceflary  to  them,  fince  they  are  not  fufficiendy  powerful  ta 
oppofe  us  on  the  ocean ;  and  therefore  they  who  are  thus  confined^ 
iiificr  lefs  than  thofe  who  confine  them.  We  have,  indeed,  0ie 
empty  pleafure  of  feeing  ourfelves  Lords  of  the  fea,  and  of  (hakins 
dK  coafts  with  vollies  of  our  cannon  $  but  we  purchafe  the  triumph 
at  a  very  high  price,  and  fball  find  ourfelves  in  time  weakened  by  a 
wtdA  oftentation  of  fuperiority. 

*  The  only  parts  of  the  Spanifli  dominions  in  which  they  can  re* 
Mve  any  hurt  from  our  forces,  are  thofe  countries  which  they  pofleft' 
in  America,  and  from  which  they  receive  the  gold  and  filver  which 
inflame  their  pride,  and  incite  them  to  infult  nations  more  powerful 
than  themfelves.  By  feizing  any  part  of  thofe  weakhy  regions,  we 
Sail  flop  the  founuin  of  their  treafure,  reduce  them  to  hnmediate 
pamiry,  and  compel  them  to  foltcit  peace  upon  any  conditions  that 
we  fluiU  Gondefeend  to  ofler  them* 

Tlie  neeef&ty  of  invading  thefe  countries,  my  Lords,  was  per- 
k£Aj  underftood,  and  very  diftindly  explained,  when  the  forces 
ieftined  for  that  expedition  were  delayed,  and  when  the  attempt  at  Car- 
ihagena  mifcarried  \  nothing  was  more  pathetical  than  the  compUints 
^  Ae  patriots^  who  fpared  no  labour  to  inform  either  the  Senate  or 
die  mttiDn  of  the  advantages  which  fuccefs  would  have  procured. 
But  what  meafurcs  have  been  taken  to  repair  our  loflcs,  or  to  regain 

our 
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mir  honour ;  or  what  new  (bhemes  htfve  beetv  tifpbtol  for  iliakrtfg  aiE 
attack  mpre  forcible  upon  feme  weaker  part  ? 

Every  one  can  remember,  that  the  mifcarrtage  of  that  enrterpri^^ 
wa9  imputed  not  to  its  diiSculty,  nor  to  the  coiirageof  the  Spaniards, 
nor  to  the  ffiiength  of  their  works,  but  to  the  unfkilfttlnefs  of  out 
efikert,  and  the  impropriety  of  the  feafon  ;  and  it  was,^  therefore^ 
without  doubt  thought  not  impoffibie  to  attack  the  Spanifli  colonies 
^th  fucce(3  5  but  why  then^  my  Lords,  have  they  hitherto  fuffered 
the  Spaniards  to  Xfcipline  their  troops,  and  ftretigthen' their  works  at 
leifure,  that  at  length  they  may  fccurely  fet  us  at  defiauce,  and  plun- 
dlMT  our  mercteints  without  fear  of  vengeance  ? 

Tbus^  my  Lords,  has^  oyr  real  intereft  been  neglefied  in  porfuft 
not  of  any  other  fcheme  of  equal  advantage,  but  of  the  empty  title 
0t  the  arbiter»-of  Europe  ;  we  have  fuflSuredour-  trad<ito  be  deftroyed, 
and  our  country  impoveriflied  for  the  fake*  of  hiMing  the  hdanct  $f 
fdwer;  that  variable  balance,  in  which  AHyand  ambition  are  perpe-* 
tuaUy  changing  the  weights,  and  which  neither  policy  nor  firengtfa 
eottid  yet  preferve  fteady  for  a  fingle  year. 

In  the  prcfecution^'  this  idle  fcheme>  we  are  about  to  violate  all 
Ihe  maxims' of  wifilom,  and  perhaps  of  juftice;  we  are  aboutt  t^ 
deitroV' the  end  by  thfc  meant  which  we  make  ufe  of  to  promote  it^ 
to  endanger,  otfr  country  more  by  attempting  to  hinder  die  changes 
which  are  projeflsd  in  Europe,  than  their  accompli(hment  will  eoJ 
danger it^  ahditOtdeUverup  ourfelves.to  France  before  (he  mAes 
any  demand  of  fabmiffion  froanoas. 

If  ai^  excufe.ooidd  be  made  for  expeditions  fo  iHccly  to  end  ia 
ruin,  it  muft  be  that  juftice  reqaired  them  ;  and  that  if  we  fulfisr,  we 
at  leaft  fuiFer  in  fupport  of  rtghf,  and  in  an  honeft  endeavour  to 
promote  the' execution  of  the  great  laws  ofmoral  equity;  that  if  we 
fail  of  fuccefs,  we  (hall  always  have  the  confolation  of  havi^^g^  meant 
well,  and  of  having  deferved  thofe  vidories  whiok  we  could  not  gain.  ' 

But,  tippn  an  impartial  fupvcy  of  the  cau(it/in  which  we  are  going 
to  engage)  and.  on.  which  we  are  about^  tovhkxwd  our  awn  happi^ 
ne&,  and' that  of  our  poflertty,  I  can  discover. no  fuch' apparent  ju(Hct 
on  the  fido  of  the  Ql^een  of  Hungry,  tas  ought  totndte  diflantinui 
tiens  to.efpbufe  her  quarrel,  to.raifearraies:in^ her.  favour,  to  coo^ 
fider  lierx:aufe.  as  that  of  human  nature^  and: to  prolircute .thole' that 
invade  her  .tecritoriesi  as  thf  enemies  of  .g^nec^focsct^* 

The 
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The  Pngnuik  Saadioih  my  Lords,  bjr  which  file  daiam  aH  die 
bpodilMry  <doiiiiniom  of  her  fiMuily,  cannot  chai^  dicttiiure  of  right 
and  wroog,  nor  invaliilaie  any  claim  bofere  fubfcfting,  nxAcffi  by  the 
oonfeot  of  the  prtace  by  whom  it  ms  made.  The  £te£br  of  Bavaik 
may  therefore  urge  in  his  own  defence,  that  by  the  elder  fitter  he  hat 
a  dear  Aod  indiipiitafalc  right,  a  right  firom  which  he  never  reoeded^ 
^$  he  new  coocurred  in  the  Pragnatit  Saodioti }  he  may  iheref«e 
charge  this  iUvftriotts  priflcefa,  for  whom  fo  many  troops  are  ratfa^ 
and  for  whom  fe  9iuch  blood  is  about  to  be  ihed»  with  ufiirpatiQ% 
vith  detestioti  of  the  dominions  of  other  potentatsi,  and  with  an 
ahftiBate  ailertioR.of  a  falfe  title* 

That  the  Pragioaatic  SanSion  is  geoerally  underftood  to  be  luijufts 
appears  fufficiently  from  the  condu(5^  of  tbofe  powers  who,  thoug|| 
engaged  by  folemn  ftipuliftions  to  fupport  it,  yet  look  unconceraed 
on  |he  violation  of  it,  and  appear  convinced,  th^t  the  princes  who) 
are  now  dividing  aiKicuBg  themfelves  the  Auftrian  dominions,  pro* 
dooe  clau»  which  cwEkot  be  oppofed  without  a  manif^fl:  di^cgard  o£ 
juftice. 

The  proaenGoiK.of  "dstk  princes  ought  indeed  to  have  been  moro 
attentively  confidered,  when  this  guaranty  was  firft  ^mpfiM  i  for 
it  is  evidBOC,  that  either  no  fuch  'coikipa<tl:  ought  to  have  been  made, 
or  dot  k  ought  now  to  be  obferved  ;  and  that  thefe  who  How  iuftijy 
the  iiegfed  of  it,  by  urging  its  iojuftice,  ought  to  have  refuied  ac<«* 
offon  v>  it  for  the  lame  xeafon.  i3.ut  it  is  probable,  that  they  will 
wgein their  defence,  what  cannot  eafily  be  confuted,  thait  tbeir coa« 
ftnt  was  obtained  by  mifrcprefentations  $  and  th^  he  who  has  pro^ 
Biifed  to  do  anj  thing  on  the  fuppofition  that  it  is  right,  is  not  bound 
by  that  proipife,  vrhen  he  has  difcovered  it  to  be  wrong. 

But  though  juftice  may,  my  Lords,  be  pretc^ided,  I  am  far  frool 
^ubtJAg,  that  p<^y.  has  in  reality  fupplted  the  motives  u^n  which 
ibefe  powers  proceed*  Since  the  world  is  evidently  governed  more 
by  intereft  than  virtuoi  I  think  it  Mt  unreafonable  to  imaging,  that 
they  form  their  meafures  according  to  their  own  expcAattons  of  adt 
vantage;  and  aal  do  not  believe  our  countrymen  diflingutfhed from  ' 
the  reft  of  mankind  by  any  peculiar  dAfregard  of  themfelves,  it  may 
mtbe  improper  to  cxafoioe,  even  in  this  place,  whether  by  reftorii^ 
theHoufe  of  Auftriatotts  ancient.  greatne&,  we  (hall  promote  011^ 
0wa  happinefi^  or  ths^of  the  empire,  or  of  the  reft  of  Europe^ 
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To  ottrfclves,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  fee  what  aiSaiMcanbe  given 
mtime  of  daager  by  this  Houie,  howeret  poweifci,  or  %amc9ift 
friendly ;  for  I  fiippofe  we  ikall  never  fa€er  it  to  grow  powerfal  hf 
fca  as  well  as  by  land^  and  by  fea  only  can  we  receive  bene^  or 
jkijttrtes. 

What  advantages  the  reft  of  Europe  may  promife  tiiemfelves  firon 
tte  reftoration  of  the  Auftrian^  power,  may  be  learned,  my  Lofdv 
from  the  hifbry  of  the  great  Emperor  Charles  die  Fifth,  who  (ot 
nany  years  kept  the  world  in  continual  alarms,  ranged  from  nation 
i»  nation  with  ince<&nt  and  infatiable  ambition,  made  war  only  ht 
ttie  extin&ion  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  employed  his  power  «il 
hi^  abilitfes  in  haraffing  thie  neighbouring  princes,  and  difturbing  the 
tranquillity  of  mankind. 

Nor  did  his  fucccffors,  my  Lords,  though  weakened  by  the  dtvifioa 
ef  his  dominions,  enjoy  their  power  with  greacer  moderation,  oc 
Cifiert  it  to  better  purpofes.  It  is  well  knovm,  that  they  endeavonicd 
Ae  fubverfion  of  both  the  liberties  and  religion  of  the  Atboniisiaca 
ftates  of  the  empire,  and  ^t  the  great  King  of  Sweden  was  calki 
into  Germany,  as  well  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Pioteftaat  rcligido, 
JM  of  the  rights  of  the  eleAors. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  fo  generally  known  and  confefled,  that  Pyfien* 
dorf,  the  beft  writer  on  the  German  conititutioii,  has  dedaod  it 
difedvanugeousto  the  empire  to  place  at  its  head  a  prince  too  powtr« 
fill  by  his  hereditary  dominions,  fince  they  will  always  fumUb  Urn 
with  force  to  opprefs  the  weaker  princes ;  and  it  is  not  often  fimaii 
that  he  who  has  the  powd*  to  opprefs,  is  leftrained  by  prindplesef 
juftice. 

It  appears  therefore  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  the  hte  ek^on«f  M 
Emperor  was  made  with  Tufficient  regard  to  the  general  good  %  sni . 
that  therefore  neither  policy  nor  equity  oblige  us  to  ad  in  a  manntt 
difierent  from  the  other  powers  who  are  joined  in  die  fiime  engagx- 
ments,  of  whom  I  do  not  learn  by  any  of  the  common  channdsef. 
latelligipnce,  that  any  of  them  intend  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmaiito* 
Saijidian :  for  no  newfpaper  or  pamphlet  has  yet  informed  us,  tiiMf 
any  of  the  other  powers  are  .hiring  auxiliaries,  or  regulating  the  marck 
of  their  troops,  or  making,  any  uncommon  preparations,  wfaicb  itt^| 
foretoken  an  expedition  againft  the  Emperor  or  Iris  allies*  :^- 

^Yet,  ipy  Lords,  they  are  not  r/^rained  from  attacking  the  fimpcroi^- 
^y  fo  ftrong  objc£lions  as  may  be  made  to  the  prefect  dcfign^  fal^' 
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dKjowe.ht9\  naobedieocp  ^  theu  Soyer^ignt  nor  bavec^mtributed 
f»  the  a€<|ui&tioa  of  his  lumourss  they  h|tve  not^  like  his  Majefly, 
given  their  votei  for  his  exaltation  to  the  imperial  feat,  nor  have 
acknowledged  .his  right  by  granting  him  an  aid.  They  mighty  thece* 
fore,  without  charge  of  difloyalty  or  inconfifiency,  endeavour  to  de« 
throne  him  I  but  how  his  Majefty  can  engage  in  any  fuch  defigio^ 
alter  having  aealoiMly  promoted  his  adrancement»  and  confinned  his 
ck^on  by  ibe  ubwl  acknowledgment,  I  am  not  able  to  uoderftand* 
It  is  evident,  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  believes  hunftlf  reftraiaed 
by  his  own  a£b,  and  thinks  it  abfurd  to  fight  againft  an  Emperor 
who  obtained  the  throne  by  his  choice.;  he  therefore  has»  with  his 
ttfual  wifdom,  refufod  to  engage  in  the  confederacy,,  nor  haiie  either 
promifes  or  conceffions  been  able  to  obtain  nu>re  from  him  than  a 
bare.neutrality* 

Whether  indeed  any  more  than  a  neutrality  be  intended  even  by 
this  pompous  armament,  for  which  we  are  now  required  to  provide^ 
I  may  be  allowed  to  doubt  ^  fince  the  troops  that  are  hired  at  lb  high 
a  rate  are  fiich  as  cannot  a&  againft  the  enemies  of  the  Queen  of 
Uttii^ry,  without  breach  of  the  imperial  conftitutiobs,  ^ 

It  has  been  already  juftly  obferved  in  this  debate,  that  when  the 
Emperor  has  obtained  from  the  Diet  an  aid  of  fifty  months,  that  duBt 
is  confidered  as  an  authentic  recognition  of  his  title  y  Aor  .can  any 
of  &e  German  princes  afterwards  make  war  agai^ift  him,  withput 
Ugeding  his  dominions  to  the  imperial  interdiS«  and  lo&ng  the  pri- 
vileges of  his  fovereigiity. 

That  the  prefenj:  Emperor  has  already  feceived  this  acknowltdg- 
meiu,  and  been  confefled  by  his  Majefty,  as  £le<£ior  of  Hanover,  to 
V  if^Uy  idvefted  with  the  imperial  dignity,  is  well  known }  and 
therefore  I  cannot  by  any  method  of  reafoning  difcover,  nor  have 
yet  found  any  man  able  to  inform  me,  ^hy  the  feroops  of  Hanovtf 
,^e  chofen  before  thofe  of  any  other  nation,  for  a  d^gn  which  they 
cannot  execute  without  ruining  their  Sovereign  if  they  fail ;,  and 
infringing  the  conftitution  of  the  empire,  If  they  fhould  ha|:fpen  to 
iiicceed  i 

I  ibould  therefore  have  imagined,  that  the  afliftance  of  the  Qjjteen 
of  Hungary  was  only  pretended,  and  that  the  forces  were  only  de«> 
figned  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  continent,  and  to  difplay  their  fcatlet 
M  the  expence  of  Britain,  bad  not  the  noble  Lord  who-ipoke  third 
k^  this  debate  informed  us,  that  they  will  in  reality  march  intp  Ger«- 
4  .  nianyj 
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Ml^  diaHfcdiig^  IVanlkot  ddiAt  it  after  IMeh  afiWrailMH  I  <kK>irid  M 
k^¥c  Mie<wd  it  M  ikiy  other  ^  t  ddtgh  Which  1 4^  <mry  UMb 
^Dlio  rifgaifib  till  wdftit  M  tM  kihg«tti  %fll  inMakigiMy  dfipdl, 
<Md  %Ai<eh-^ii«^  JkttoilAItt*  Urtfll  Am  foite  lueky  ilbcileftt  l4 
fajbatft. 

T»6ti4 M  «rtn]^ intt) OmmHiy^  1117 Lonk^  b  wiMia«i  our  naiiie 
oMtttrj^wMiMt  ncctMtff  Wtdtoirt  KeaiptttiocH  #i«lidM  profpea  * 
pdBbllity  1/ a^aittage  ^  it  is  t6  engage  in  a  (faatrttl  Whkrh  ha^  no 
acbtiim  toiowr  domihions,*  br  rights  or  commtrce;  a  ^(itaiTel  (Mi 
which,  hdlMvir  vt  be  d«ii(M)  wa  can  neither  h^pii  for  uijr  incicdb 
«fottrimi)lh^  o«ir force,  «r Mr  influence ;  but  which  may  iifvalie 
tia  in  a  imt  Wkheul  ertiiy  in  which  it  will  be  diAiuk  to  obtaitt-te 
viEtory^  and  in  which  we  muft  yet  either  conquer  or  be  undone* 

Simly,  my  Lords,  an  tit^irtdn  like  this  was  never  mdertaken 
befora,.  without  eonfuhing  the  Senate^  and  declaring  the  iiiocivcs  ch 
Whidi  it  was  deTrgned :  fuidy  never  was  any  fapply  of  this  nitert 
^MuifidiKi,  widK>cit  fome  prevtms  dtTcevertea  tb  this  Hoofe  of  the 
importance  of  Ihe  dt^let  tot  vih\th  they  were  requirtd  to  profkie. 
^On  thia  otfcafion^  my  Lords^  alV  the  C6iindls'  bf  tb^  govcrmli^nt  are 
cOMred  ^y  «  elond  of  afibaed  fecrecy,  nor  is  any  Itwawledg^af  osr 
0fiiitrs  t6  be  gained,  but  ftMi  pAptts  M/h\t^  ar^  itdtt^  be  ttguid 
kere,  (he  prinlkl  votes  of  Ihe  other  Houfe. 

I  am  alwaysy  «iy  Lovdsy  incliited  w  fuf^oA  artnfual.  ftoecy,  td 
to  imagine,  that  men  either  conceal  their  meafor«s,  bccatife  theycatf' 
^MM:  defend  fh#m^  otaflMb  an  appearance  of  tefaoealing  Aem,  wbes 
in  reality  they  have  yet  projafied  nothing,  and  draw  the  vetl  widt  mr* 
commpn  ea#e,  ottly  left  H  (houW  be  difeovered  that  tli^&re  is  flMhing 
behind  k  1  afS  WheA  paMee^  arc  (hewti,  thoTe  apartment?  which nt 
empty,  are  careftifly  Joclccd  up. 

To  cofffeft  rivy  ^inJoaf  without  rtkrrej  I  am  nof  fo  mfudi  fiidiarf 
ti^  belief  e^  Aiat  our  mmtffers  defigns  zrt  bad,  as  that  diey  dcfigS 
itoibiafg;  and  fafped  that  this  mighty  army,  fo  lavifMy  patid^  sill 
foUeded  from  fuch  diftant  parts,  is  to  regulate  its  motions  by  ac- 
cident, and^  to  watt  withotrt  a£lfon,  till  feme  eh^ge  in  the  ftats 
bf  Europe  (haH  make  it  more  eafy  for  our  mwrfftcrs  to  fomt  ih* 
Icheme. 
» t  hope;  my  Lords,  that  by  fome  accident  more  firv^faWe  than  WB 
fcaye  at  piefeat  reafon  to  cxpe<ft,  our  German  expedition  wilF  be  ft^ 
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twdeil,  till  ottr  mSniftcrs  fliali  awaken  from  their  prefent  dream  of 
dMivering  Europe  from  the  French  ambition,  and  of  reftoring  the 
ancient^  greatnefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  I  hope  every  day,  as  it' 
addt  to  their  experience,  will  diintnifli  that  ardour  which  is  generally 
•the  efleA  of  imperfe£i  views^  which  is  commonly  raifed  by  partial 
coniiderations,  and  ends  in  inconiiderate  undertakings.  I  hope  they 
will  in  tihie  think  it  no  advantage  to  their  feUow-fubjeds  to  be 
Axmied  to  fight  the  battles  of  other  nations,  and  to  be  called  out 
into  every  field,  where  they  (hall  happen  to  hear  that  blood  is  to  be 
ihcd.  t  hope  they  will  be  taught,  that  the  only  bufine(s  of  Britain  is 
commerce;  and  that  while  our  (hips  pa&  unmolefted,  we  may  fit  at 
«a(e,  whatever  be  the  defigns  or  adions  of  the  potentates  on  the  con- 
silient ;  diat  none  but  naval  power  can  endanger  our  fafety,  and  that 
it  is  not  necefiary  for  us  to  enquire,  how  foreign  territories  are 
^ftributed,  what  family  approaches  to  its  extin<SUon,  or  where  a  fucr 
ceflorwill  be  found  to  any  other  crown  than  that  of  Britain. 

If  tbefe  maxims  were  once  generally  underftood,  firom  how  much 
perplexity  would  our  counfels  be  fet  free  ?  how  many  ihoufands  of 
our  feliow-fiifajeds  would  be  preferved  from  flaugbter  I  and  how 
much  would  our  wealth  be  iocreafed,  by  faving  thofe  fums  which  arc 
yearly  fquandered  in  idle  expeditions,  or  in  negotiations  equally  ufelefs^ 
md-perhapft  equally  expenfive  I  Had  tbefe  principles  been  received  by 
our  forefiithers,  we  might  now  have  given  laws  to  the  world,  and 
perhaps  our  pofterity  will  with  equal  reafon  fay.  How  happy,  how 
great,  and  formidable  they  fhoujd  have  been,  had  not  we  attempted 
to  fix  and  to  hold  the  balance  of  power,  and  negleded  the  intereft.of 
0ar  oDuntry  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftria  ! 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  and  enforce  my  , 
opinion  of  the  meafures  in  which  our  minifters  have  engaged  the 
sation  ;  and  iiope,  that  I  ihall  not  be  accufed  of  being  influenced  ia 
my  determinations  by  perfooal  prejudices,  nor  of  having  changed  my 
epinions  with  regard  to  public  affairs,  in  confequence  of  any  change  - 
of  the  perftms  by  whom  they  are  conduced.  For  if  my  fentiments 
haf  e  ever  been  thought  important  enough  to  be  retained  in  memory^ 
I  can,  with  the  utmoft  confidence,  appeal  to  all  thofe  who  can  rccci^ 
left  what  I  have  formeriy  faid,  when  the  re-eftab^fliment  of  the; 
«ao«ife  of  Auftria  was  the  fubjed  of  our  confultations'^  and  defy  the 
^  ligoroiM  and  attf ntive  examiner  of  my  condud,  to  prove,  that 
ever  was  a  time>  in  which  I  thought  it  neceiTary  or  expedient 
Vpt.n.  X  fox 
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for  the  Britifli  nation  to  be  entan^d  in  dtfputes  <m  tfae  conliiKn^ 
w  to  empioy.ker  arms  in  regidattng  tbe  pretenikMi$  of  contendiiig 
powers* 

X  was  always  of  opinion,  my  Lords,  diaC  peace  is  the  moft  dipbk 
fiate,  and  that  the  eafe  of  frcurtty  is^  be  prefinred  to  tiie  hoiiiour  of 
victory.  I  always  diought  peace  particidarly  neoeflary  to  a  trading 
people ;  and  as  I  hiave  yet  fotmd  no  retfon  to  aker  my  fentsale|K^ 
and  as  auxiliaries  camiot  be  of  any  ufe  but  in  time  of  war,:  I  IhaU  €01* 
favour  to  pronfote  peace  by  joinit^  in  the  motion. 

Lord  Cholmokdeliy  ipeke  to  this  effe£t  :«*My  Lords^  Not- 
withftanding  the  atrocious  charges  .which  have  been  urged  ^A  fo 
much  vehemence  againft  the-  miniftry ;  notwidiftandiog  die  fellj 
and  abfundity  which  Ibme  Lords  have  imagined  theni^lves  to  have 
difcovered  in  the  prefent  meafures,  I  cannot  yet  prevail  uppn  ra^ 
whatever  may  be  my  veneration  for  their  integrity,  ormyfconfidciipt 
in  their  abilities,  to  approve  the  motion  for  which  they  fo  esroeftij 
contend  t 

To  comply  with  this  motion,  myXords,  would  be,  in  myopinion 
to  betray  the  general  caufe  of  mankind,  to  interrupt  the  fuqcefs  of 
th6  afierters  of  liberty,  to  give  up  all  the  continent  at  once  to  the 
Houfeof  Bourbon,  to  defeat  all  the  meafures  of  our  ancefiorsaqi 
ourfeWes,  and  to  invite  the  opprefibrs  of  mankind  to  eiGteod  tkeir 
claims  of  univeHal  dominion  to  the  ifland  of  Britain.    . 

Of  the  meafures  which  we  are  now- to  conlider,  I  think  the  ddeact 
at  once  obvi6us  and  nnanfwerable  y  and  (hould  advife,  tbat  iflftead<^ 
exerting  an  tifetefs  (agacity  in  uncertain  conjeAures  on  future  evenB) 
or  difplaying  unfeafonable  knowledge  by  die  *  citation  of  audioritki» 
or  the  recollefibn  of  ahcient  fads,  every  Lord  fhoiild  attentivd} 
compare  the  ftate  into  which  Europe  was  reduced  foon  after  the  deiA 
of  (he  late  Emperor,  with  that  in  which  it  nowappears^  wadpnffM 
to  what  caufes  fuch  fiidden  and  important  changes  are  to  be  afcribel. 
He  win  then  ealily  difcover  the  efficacy  6f  the  Briti£h  meafims ;  ami 
be  convinced,  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  whidi  die  ittteieft  of  tiii 
nation  required. 

When  I  hear  it  afked  by  the  noble  Lords,  What  efiefis  have  bees 
produced  by  our  armaments  and  expences  i  For  what  end  imdliadci 
are  hired,  and  why  our  armies  are  tranfported  into  Flanders?  I  wi- 
not  but  fufpea,  my  Lords,  that  this  aSeaadon  ct  ignoranct  is  oaly 
intended  to  irtiute  their  cpponenu  j  tbat  they  (Mfpinb  fcfl*  vi* 
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nkieh  diey  are  weH  a<^uaintnl,  otAy  tbat  they  may  have  an  oppor- 
tonity  of  giving  vent  to  their  paffioni,  of  difpUying  their  imagination 
in  artful  repi-oachea,  and  exercifing  their  eloquence  in  iplendid  decla- 
mations; I  beKeve  they  hide  what  they  know  where  to  find,  only 
to  oblige  odiers  to  the  labour  of  producing  it  i  and  a(k  queftions* 
>  not  becaufe  they  want  or  defire  information,  but  becaufe  they  hope 
to  wieary  thofe  wfaofe  ftarions  condemn  them  to  the  talk  of  anfwering 
them* 

The  efieds,  my  Lords,  which  the  affiftance  given  by  us  to  thft 
Queen  of  Hungary  have  already  produced,  are  the  recovery  of  one 
kingdom,  and  the  fafety  of  the  reft;  the  exclafion  of  the  Spaniards 
fircMh  Italy  on  the  one  part,  and  on  the  other  the  confinement  of  them 
In  it,  without  etdier  the  fupplies  for  war,  or  the  neceflaries  of  life. 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  furely  great  advantages  ^  but  thefe  are  not 
Hat  greateft  which  we  have  reafoti  to  hope.  Our  vigour  and  refolu- 
tionhave  at  bft  animated  the  Dutch  to  fufpend  for  a  time  their  atten- 
tion to  trade  and  money,  and  to  confider  what  they  feldom  much 
regard,  the  ftate  of  other  nations ;  the  moft  rich  and  powerful  of  their 
provinces  have  already  determined  to  concur  in  the  re*eftabli(hment 
of  die  Houfe  of  Auftria;  and  if  the  approbation  of  the  reft  be  necef- 
fiuy,  it  is  likely  to  be  obtained  by  the  fame  method  of  proceeding. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  we  have  a  profpe£t  of  doing  that  which  the 
minifters  of /^een  Anne,  whofe  fidelity,  wifdom,  and  addrefs,  hav^ 
been  fo  often  and  fo  invidioufly  commended,  thought  their  greateft 
honour,  and  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  their  abilities.  We  may  fooii 
fcrm  another  confederacy  againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  at  a  time 
when  Louis  XIV.  is  not  at  its  head,  at  a  time  when  it  is  exhaufted 
l^yexpenfiVe  projeds ;  and  when,  therefore,  it  cannot  make  the  fame 
tefiftanoe  as  when  it  was  before  attacked. 

By  purfuing  the  fcheme  which  is  now  formed,  with  fteadtnefb 
suid  ardoar,  we  may  perhaps  re-inftate  all  thofe  nations  in  their  liber - 
ties,  whom  cowardice,  or  negligence,  or  credulity  have,  during  the 
bA  century,  delivered  up  to  the  ambition  of  France :  we  may  con- 
fine that  fweiling  monarchy,  which  has  from  year  to  year  torn  down 
the  boundaries  of  its  neighbours,  within  its  ancient  limits,  and  dif- 
alle  it  fer  ages  from  giving  any  new  alarms  to  mankind,  and  from 
nuking  any  other  efforts  for  the  acquifition  of  univerfal  dominion  ^ 
we  may  re-^eftablifh  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  as  the  great  barrier  of  tho 
IMdd^  by  which  it  is  preserved  on  one  part  from  being  laid  wafte  by 
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the  barbarity  of  the  Turks,  and  on  the  other  from  being  enflaved  by 
politer  tyrants,  and  over-run  by  the  ambition  of  France, 

Elevated  M^ith  fuch  fuccefs,  and  encouraged  by  fuch  profpeiSs,  we 
ought  furely,  my  Lords,  to  prefs  forward  in  a  path,  where  we  have 
hitherto  found  no  difficulties,  and  which  leads  direfUy  to  folid  peace 
and  happinefs,  which  no  dangers  or  terrors  can  hcreaRer  interrupt : 
we  Ought,  inftcad  of  relaxing,  to  redouble  our  efforts ;  and  to  re- 
member, that  by  exerting  all  our  ftrength  and  all  our  influence  for  a 
ihort  time,  we  (hall  not  only  fecure  ourfelves  and  our  pofterity  froia 
iiifolcnce  and  oppreflion,  but  (hall  eftablifli  the  tranquillity  of  the 
world,  and  promote  the  general  felicity  of  the  human  fpecies,. 

For  thefe  great  purpofes,  my  Lords,  are  thofe  auxiliaries  retained^ 
of  which  fothe  Lords  now  require  the  difmiffion,  and  th«fe  armies 
tranfported,  which  part  of  the  nation  is  by  falfe  reports  inclined  to 
recal  ^  but  I  hope  that  fuch  unreafonable  demands  will  not  be  grati* 
fied,  and  that  the  faith  of  treaties,  the  ties  of  friendfhip,  the  call  of 
juftice,  and  the  expc£tations  of  our  allies,  will  eafdy  prevail  upoa 
your  Lordfliips  to  defpife  the  murmurs  of  prejudice,  and  the  outcries 
of  ia£lion. 

Lord  Bath  replied  to  the  following  effeS : — My  Lords,  As  I  am 
far  from  thinkit^g)  that  my  advice  or  opinion  can  be  of  any  ufe  in 
jthis  illuftrious  AiTembly,  I  fliould  have  liftened  in  filence  to  this  de- 
bate, important  as  it  is,  had  I  not  thought  it  my  duty  to  defend  hcr^ 
what  I  approved  in  the  council ;  and  confidered  it  as  an  SSt  of  cowar- 
dice and  meannefs  to  fall  paffively  down  the  ftream  of  popularity,  and 
to  fuffer  my  reafon  and  my  integrity  to  be  overborne  by  the  noife  of 
vulgar  clamours,  which  have  been  raifed  againft  the  meafures  of  the 
government  by  the  low  arts  of  exaggeration,  fallacious  reafoniogs, 
and  partial  reprefentations.     It  is  not  without  concern^  my  Lords, 
thut  even  in  this  Houfe  I  obferve  fome  inclination  to  gratify  thq  preju- 
dices of  the  people,  and  to  confirm  them  in  their  contempt  of  the 
foreign  troops,  by  the  poor  artifice  of  contemptuous  language.    To 
difpute  about  words,  is  indeed  feldom  ufeful ;  and  when  queftioos 
fo  weighty  as  thcfe  are  before  us,  maybe  juftly  cenfured  as  improper. 
I  fliall  therefore  only  obferve,  that  the  term  mercenariiSj  whjch  is  in 
the  motion  applied  to  the  forces  of  Hanover,  feems  defigned  ratbar 
to  afFcft  the  paffions  than  influence  the  reafon,  and  intended  only  ts 
cxprcfs  a  partiality  which  cannot  be  juftificd. 
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But  it  is  far  more  neceflary,  my  Lords,  to  confidejr  upon  what 
Actives  the  troops  of  Hanover  were  hired,  than  by  what  denomina- 
tion they  may  moft  properly  be  called ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  endea- 
vour to  explain  the  reafons  which  Induced  the  miniftry  to  retain  them; 
and  which,  I  fuppofe,  have  prevailed  upon  the  Commons  to  provide 
for  their  fupport. 

It  has  been  aflced.  Why  the  troops  of  Hanover  were  preferred  tp 
thofe  of  any  other  nation  ?  And  it  has  been  infinuated,  that  our  de- 
termination was  influenced  by  motives  very  diflferent  from  that  regard 
which  every  Briton  owes  to  the  intcreft  of  his  native  country.  But 
to  this  imputation,  however  fpecious  and  however  popular,  it  may  be 
with  great  fecurity  replied,  that  there  was  no  preference,  becaufe  there 
was  no  choice  j  that  there  was  a  ncceflity  for  hiring  troops,  and  that 
no  other  troops  were  to  be  obtained  ;  and  whoever  (hall  endeavour  to 
invalidate  this  defence,  muft  engage  in  an  undertaking  of  which  I  can 
lucidly  affirm,  that  he  will  find  it  very  difficult.  He  muft  Ihew  what 
power  would  have  been  able  or  willing  to  have  furniihed  us  with 
troops  on  this  occafion ;  and  I  am  confident,  that  whoever  (hall  with 
this  defign  take  a  deliberate  furvey  of  the  feveral  kingdoms  and  ftates 
of  Europe,  will  find,  that  there  is  noother  prince  to  whom  we  could 
have  applied  on  this  occafion,  without  greater  inconveniencies  than 
can  reafonably  be  feared  from  the  prefent  ftipulation  with  Hanover. 

The  reafons  indeed,  for  which  this  ftipulation  was  made,  appeared 
b  ftrong,  when  it  was  confidered  in  the  council,  that  it  was  unani- 
ffloufly  determined  necel&ry ;  nor  was  the  conclufion  haftily  made 
in  an  ailembly  of  particular  perfons,  who  might  be  fufpe£ted  of 
fiivouring  it  from  private  views,  and  of  being  convened  on  purpofe 
to  put  it  in  execution :  it  was  debated  by  a  great  number  with  great 
foiemnity ;  nor  can  any  man  (hy,  that  he  only  yielded  to  what  he  found 
k  in  vain  to  oppofe-;  for  the  confent  given  was  not  a  ucit  acquief- 
cence,  but  a  vetbal  approbation.  So  far  was  this  part,  of  our  mea- 
fiires  firom  being  the  advice  of  anyfingle  man,  or  tranfadled  with  that 
iblicitous  fecriecy  which  is  the  uAial  refuge  of  bad  defigns. 

It  has  been  aflerted  likewife,  my  Lords,  and  with  much  greater 
appea^nnce  of  juftice,  that  this  whole  defign  has  been  formed  and 
condu^d  without  the  Concurrence  or  approbation  of  the  Senate ; 
and  that  therefore  it  can  be  confidered  only  as  a  private  fcheme  to  be 
fptecuted  at  the  public  expence,  as  a  plan  formed  by  the  ministry  to 
»egraixiixe  or  ingratiate  themfelves  at  the  hazard  of  the  nation. 

^3  But 
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'  But  even  tfaf^^  my  Lords,  is  a  mifireprefentatioii,  tkongh  a  mif- 
reprefentatiQn  more  artful,  s^nd  more  difficult  to  defeat  ^  begaure,  in 
order  to  the  juftification  of  our  meafures,  it  is  necpflary  to  tal^e  a 
review  of  paft  tranfatSions,  and  to  confider  what  ^as  necei&rily 
implied  by  former  determinations  of  the  Senate. 

The  period,  my  Lords,  to  which  this  coniideration  will  necefliuily 
carry  us  back,  is  the  time  at  which,  after  the  late  tedious  war,  ape^ce 
was,  on  whatever  terms,  concluded  with  France.  It  i^  well  kaovi^ 
that  the  confederates  demanded,  among  other  advantages,  a  ceffion 
of  that  part  of  Flanders,  which  had  been  for  many  years  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  Spain,  and  which  opened  ^  way  by  which  the  ambition  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  might  make  inroads  at  pleafure  into  the  do- 
minions  of  either  the  Auftrians  or  Dutch.  Thi^  they  were  imme- 
diately interefteU  in  preventing }  and  as  we  knew  the  neceffity  q( 
preferving  the  equipoife  of  power,  we  likewiie  were  remotely  engaged 
to  promote  any  m^afures  by  which  it  mi^t  be  fecured.  In  this  de- 
mand, therefore,  aU  the  confederate  powers  naturally  united,  afid  by 
their  united  influence  enforced  compliance,  l^ut  though  it  was  eafy 
with  00  .great  profundity  of  political  knowledge  t6  difcover  from 
Hvbom  thffe  provinces  ibould  be  taken  away^  to  whom  they  Ihould 
he  given,  was  a  queftion  of  more  difficulty ;  fipce  they  might  add  to 
the  power  that  had  opportunities  of  improving  them,  fuch  an  increafe 
bl  commerce  and  wealth  as  might,  defeat  the  end  for  which  they  ivere 
demanded,  and  deftroy  the  balance  of  power^  by  transferring  too 
much  .weight  into  another  fcale.  And^  mankind  has  learned,  my 
Lord$4  by  experience,  that .  exorbitant  power  will  always  produce 
exorbitant  pride  j  that  very  few,  when  they  can  opprefs  with  fecurityi 
will  be  contained  within  the  bounds  of  equity  by  the  reftraints  of 
morality  or  of  religion  ^  and  that  therefore  the  only  method  of  efta- 
bliihing  a  laftlng  peace  is  to  divide  power  fo  equally,  that  no  party 
may  have  any  certain  profpe^  of  advantage  by  making  war  upon 
another. 

For  this  feafon,  my  Lords,  it  ifi^as  apparently  contrary  to  our  in- 
tereft  to  grant  thofe  provinces  to  thofe  to  whom  by  their  fituatioa 
they  might  have  been  moft  ufeful.  Such  countries,  and  fuch  manu* 
fa&ures  in  the  hands  of  a  people  verfed  perhaps  beyond  all  others, 
both  in  the  fcience  and  the  ftratagems  of  trade,  and  aJways  watchful 
to  irapsovc  every  opportunity  of  increafing  their  riches,  would  have 
enabled  them  in  a  (hort  tiqpic  topurchafe  an  intereft  in  die  cwncils 
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af  all  tha  monarchs  of  the  world,  to  have  maintained  fleets  that 
night  have  covered  the  ocean,  and  to  have  obtained  that  univerfal 
dominbn  to  which  the  French  have  fo  long  afpired,  and  which,  it  h 
perhaps  more  for  the  intereft  of  mankind,  that  if  flavery  cannot  be 
pcevented,  they  (hould  obtain,  as  they  would  perhaps  bfe  their  power 
with  more  generofity. 

The  fame  xeafon,  my  Lordi,  naturally  made  the  Dutch  unwilling 
to  pat  dieie  provinces  in  the  hands  of  Britain  ;  for  we  likewife  make 
a  ptrofeffitm  of  trade,  though  we  do  not  purfue  it  with  the  iame 
ardour,  or  to  confefs  the  truth,  with  the  fame  fuccefs :  It  was  not 
bowerer  to  be  imagined,  that  there  would  not  be  found  among  ut 
feme  men  of  fagacity  to  difcern,.  and  of  induftry  to  improve  theop«- 
portunities  which  the  new  dominions  would  have  put  into  out  hands 
of  vending  our  manufa^res  in  parts,  where  at  pre&nt  they  are  verj 
little  known.  Nor  was  this  the  only  danger  to  be  feared  from  fuch 
an  tncceafe  of  dominion :  The  Dutch  have  not  yet  forgotten,  that 
though  we  at  firft  refcued  them  from  flavery,  patronized  the  in&ncy 
ef  their  ftate,  and  continued  our  guardianfliip,  till  it  was  grown  up 
to  quiturity,  and  enabled  to  fupport  itfelf  by  its  own  ftrength,  yet  we 
•fterward3  made  very  vigorous  attempts  to  reduce  it  to  its  original 
wcakneis,  and  to  fink  it  into  pupillage  again  4  that  we  attempted  to 
invade  the  moft  eflential  part  of  its  rights,  and  to  prefcribe  the  num« 
ber  of  fhips  that  it  (hould  maintain.  They  know  likewife,  my  Lords^ 
that  by  the  natural  rotation  of  human' aflFairs,  the  fame  counfels  may 
in  fome  future  reign  be  again  purfiied,  or  that  fome  unavoidable  con* 
Aid  of  intereft  may  produce  a  conteft  that  can  be  decided  only  by  the 
fword }  and  then  it  may  eafily  be  perceived,  how  ipuch  they  would 
be  endangered  hy  the  neighbourhood  of  Britiih  garrifons,  and  of 
countries,  where  we  might  maintain  numerous  armies  at  a  very 
finall  expenoe.  It  is  therefore  iu>  fubjefi  of  wonder,  that  a  nation 
much  lefs  fubtile  than  the  Dutch  (hould  (ind  out  how  much  it  was 
their  intereft,  that  we  (hould  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  our 
own  ifland ;  and  ihat  we  (hould  not  have  it  in  our  power  t6  attack. 
diem  with  armies  as  well  as  fleets,  and  at  once  to  obftru<St  thei^ 
cammerce  and  invade  their  country. 

There  remained,  tlierefore,  my  Lords,  no  power  but  the  Em- 
peror to  whom  thefe  provinces  could  be  configned;  and  to  hlm^ 
thei^ore,  they  were  given,  but  given  only  in  truft  for  the  joint  ad- 
vantage of  the  whole  confederacy  ^  he  indeed  enjoys  their  revenues 
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m  condition,  that  he  fliall  Tupport  the  g^rifons  ncceffiuy  to  Aeir  dte« 
fence  J  but  he  cannot  transfer  them  to  any  other  powv,  or  alknatc 
them  to  the  detriment  of  thofe  nations  who  €oa$iinfc4'>iA  ae^ 
quiring  them. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  my  Lords,  to  obferve,  that  on  dsi$  coij^ 
traS  depends  the  juftice  of  our  condufi  with  regard  to  the  Comply 
eftablifhed  at  Oftend  for  carrying  on  a  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indfie^. 
Thefe  Provinces  were  granted  to  the  Confederate  Powers,  and  con-i 
figned  to  the  Emperor  to  be  enjoyed  by  him  for.  the  comoion  benefit ; 
It  was,  therefore,  plainly  intended  by  this  contraS,  that  be  ihouU 
ufe  none  of  the  advantages  which  thefe  nei^  dominions  afforded  iiim, 
to  the  detriment  of  thoie  powers  by  whofe  gift  he  enjoyed  them  ;  not 
could  it  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Dutch  and  Britains  debarred  each  otbcf 
from  thofe  opportunities  of  trade  only  to  enable  the  Emperor  to  rival 
diem  both*  •    ^  ' 

Tht  towns,  therefore,  my  Lords,  were  at  this  time  determinfti 
by  the  Senate  to  be  the  general  property  of  all  the  Confederate 
Powers,  acquired  by  their  united  arms,  and  to  be  prcfervcd  for  tbeiv. 
common  advantage,  as  the  pledge  of  peace,  and  the  palladium  of 
Europe,  If,  therefore,  it  (hould  at  any  time  happen,  that  they 
ihould  be  endangered  either  by  the  weaknefs  or  negled  of  any  one 
of  thofe  powers,  the  reft  are  to  exert  their  right,  and  endeavour  tbeif 
prefervation  and  fecurtty ;  nor  is  there  any  new  ftipulation  oi  law. 
necef&ry  for  this ;  flnce  with  refpecl  to  the  Confederates  it  is  implied 
in  the  original  ftipulation,  and  with  regard  to  the  Senate  of  Britain^ 
In  the  approbation  which  was  beftowcd  upon  that  contra^  when  it 
was  made* 

The  time,  my  Lords,  in  which  this  common  right  is  to  be  exerted 
is  now  arrived }  the  Queen  of  Hungary  invaded  in  her  hereditary 
dominions,  and  prefled  On  every  fide  by  a  general  combination  of 
almoft  all  the  furrounding  Princes,  declares  herfelf  no  longer  aUe  to 
fupport  the  garrifon$  of  the  barrier,  and  informs  us,  that  ihe  intends 
to  recal  her  troops  for  the  defence  of  their  owa  country.  What 
t^ien  is  more  apparent,  my  Lords  than  that  cither  thefe  towns  muft 
fall  again  Into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  that  we  fhall  be  obliged 
tQ  recover  them,  if  tbey  can  ever  be  recovered,  at  the  expepce  of 
another  ten  years  war,  or  that  either  we  or  the  Dutch  muft  feqd 
trooDS  to  fppply  the  place  of  thofe  which  the  necefiitiies  of  their  Sove-t 
reign  oblige  her  to  ifvithdraw.  .    ,      * 
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That  the  towns  of  Flanders  fhoidd  te  irefigned  gratuitoufly  to 
FmiG^  'that  the  enemies  of  mankind  (hould  be  put  in  poiTeiEon  of  the 
flrongeft  bulvrarkt  in  the  world,  furrounded  by  fields  and  paftures 
able  to  maintain  their  garriibns  without  expence,  will  not  be  pro* 
peftd  by  any  of  this  Ailembly.  But  it  may  eafily  and  naturally  be 
objoAed,  that  the  Dutch  ought  to  garrifon  thefe  towns  as  more 
BeaHy  tnterefted  in  their  preiervation,  and  more  commodioufly  fitu- 
ated  for  their  defence ;  nor  can  it  be,  indeed,  denied,  that  the  Dutch 
may  be  juftly  cenfitred  for  dipr  negle£t,  as  they  appear  to  leave  the 
cottioion  csufe  to  our  prote^on,  and  to  prefer  their  commerce  and 
tfadr  eafe  to  dieir  own  fafety  and  the  happinefs  of  the  world. 

This,  my  Lords,  has  been  very  warmly  aflerted  in  their  own 
Afioiblies,  nor  have  there  been  wanting  men  of  (pirit  and  integrity 
amongft  them  who  have  defpiied  the  gold  and  promifes,  and  deteded 
the  artifices  of  France;  who  have  endeavoured  by  all  the  arts  of  argu* 
matt  and  pcrfuafion  to  roufe  their  countrymen  to  remembrance  of 
their  ibraier  danger,  and  to  an  enquiry  into  their  real  intereft ;  who 
have  advifed  the  levy  of  new  forces,  and  the  eftabliihment  of  a  new 
confederacy ;  who  have  called  upon  the  ftate  to  face  danger  while  it 
tSvyct  diftant,  and  to  fecure  their  own  country  by  pouring  their  ^ 
gaitifons  into  the  towns  and  citadels  by  which  their  frontiers  are 
nroceded* 

If  their  arguments,  however  Juft,  have  not  yet  attained  their  end, 
it  ii'fo  be  imputed  to  the  conftitution  embarrafled  by  the  combination 
of  different  inlerefts,  which  muft  be  reconciled,  before  any  refolution 
can  be  formed ;  a  fmgle  town,  my  Lords,  ctxi  by  refufing  its  confent 
pot  a  Ibnd  to  the  moft  neceflary  defigns,  and  it  is  eafily  to  be  ima- 
gined, that  by  a  monarch  equally  crafty  and  rich,  a  fingle  town  may 
ibmetisnes  be  bribed  into  meafures  contrary  to  the  public  intereft. 

fiat,  my  Lords,  the  negligence  of  the  Dutch  is  a  motive  which 
ought  to  incite  us  to  vigour  and  difpatch  ^  fince  it  is  not  for  the 
bkc  of  the  Dutch  but  ourfelves,  that  we  defire  the  fuppreffion  of 
France*  If  the  Dutch  are  at  length  convinced  of  the  cafe  of  flavery, 
and  diink  liberty  no  longer  worth  the  labour  of  preferving  it,-^if  they 
Mte  tirtd  with  the  taik  of  labourhig  for  the  happinefs  of  others,  and 
have  fodarfcen  the  fiand  on  which  they  were  placed,  as  the  general 
waldi  of  the  world,  to  indulge  themfelves  in  tranquillity  and  flumber, 
^-4et  Apt  us,  my  Lords,  give  way  to  the  fame  infatuation ;  let  not  us 
look  with  iiegled  on  the  deluge  dtat  roUs  towards  us  till  it  has  ad* 
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vanced  too  far  to  be  refilled.  Let  us  Moieitiber,  that  we  aie  to  owe 
our  prefervation  only  to  ourfelves,  and  redouble  our  eibrtf  in  ^qpor* 
tion  as. others  negleft  their  duty.  Let  us  fllew  mankind,  that  m 
are  neither  afraid  to  ftand  up  alone  in  deftace  of  juftice  and  of  free- 
dom,  nor  unable  to  maintain  the  caufe  that  we  have  uadertsdoc^ 
to  aflert. 

But  if  it  (hould  be  thought  by  any  pf  thii  noble  A&mbty,  that  dM 
concurrence  of  the  Dutch  is  abfolutely  necd&qr  to  a  po^peft  of  fiic* 
cefs,  it  may  be  reafonably  anfwered,  that  by  engaging  in  meafum 
which  can  leave  no  doubt  of  either  our  power  or  •ur  Hoctfkjt  *o 
concurrence  of  the  Dutch  is  moft  likely  to  be  obtained.  By  tUs 
method  of  proceeding,  my  Lords,  was'  formed  tint  laft  nighty  coa« 
federacy  by  which  the  Houfe  of  fiourfaon  was  idmoft  ibaken  iiitt 
luins.  The  Dutch  then,  as  now,  were  flow  in  their  detemittttioflii 
and  perhaps  equally  diffident  of  their  own  ftrepgth  and  our  finnadi, 
nor  did  they  agree  to  declare  war  againft  France^  till  we  had  tnit 
ported  ten  tboufand  men  into  Ftanders,  and  convinced  tbcm,  Ant 
we  were  not  inviting  them  to  a  mock  alliance  ;  but  tbat  we  ftallf 
intended  At  redudion  of  that  empire  which  had  fo  iQog  taJttM 
ttielf  without  interruption,  and  threatened  in  zSboxt  time  to  iMIoff 
np  all  the  Weftern  nations. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears,  that  the  meafures  which  have  beea 
purfued  arejuft,  politic  and  legal;  that  they  have  been  prefcriM  l^/ 
the  decrees  of  former  Senates,  and  therefore  cannot  be  ceiiiud  « 
arbitrary  ^  and  diat  they  have  a  tendency  to  the  pj:e|ervation  of  dufs 
territories  which  it  was  ouce  thought  fo  much  honour  to  ac<|Qifc: 
And  it  may  be  yet  farther  ujrged,  that  though  .they  are  to  hecoo^ 
fidered  only  as  the  firft  tendencies  to  fecure  greater  dcfigns,  they  Inve 
already  produced  effeds  apparently  to  the  advantage  of  the  coaflO^ 
caufe,  and  have  obliged  the  Fcench  to  defift  from  their  pitrfiiit  ^  i^ 
Queen  of  Hungary,  and  rather  to  require  how  they  iball  return  hooie 
than  how  they  fluU  proceed  to  farther  conquefts* 

In  coikiemnation  of  theie  meafiires,  n^  Lords,  it  has  inded  bees 
urg^d,  that  a  moderate  coodu^  is  always  eligible ;  and  that  nodiilg 
^ut  ruin  and  confufioo  can  be  ei^pofiied  from  precipitation  aai 
temerity.  Moderation,  mf  Lords,  is  a  very  captivating  found ;  M 
I  hope,  it  will  have  now  no  influence  on  this  Aflembly;  becaufe  00 
this  occafton  it  cannot  properiy  be  employed.  I  have  aimcp  beea 
taught^  that  moderation  is  only  ufefid  in  foimiag  dctetnioalioDS  or 
5  defign% 
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dffCgnSt  bur  that  when  once  conviAton  is  attained,  eeal  is  to  uke 
pbcc ;  and  uriien  a  defign  is  planned,  it  ought  to  be  executed  with 
vigour. 

The  queftion  is  not  now,  my  Lords,  Whether  we  (hall  fupport 
die  Queen  of  Hungary,  but  in  what  manner  (be  fliall  be  fupported  % 
jAd  therefore  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  fuf  h  fupport  Ihquld  be 
granted  her  as  may  be  effbaual  i  and  I  believe  it  will  not  be  thought^ 
that  we  can  a£ft  her  without  exerting  an  uncommon  degree  of 
vigour,  and  ihewing,  that  we  confider  ouriclves  as  engaged  in  a 
pmfe  which  cannot  be  abandoned  without  difgrace  and  ruin* 

If  the  noble  Lord  had,  before  he  entered  upon  his  encomium  oil 
moderation,  confidered  what  etkOs  could  be  promifed  from  bis  ft* 
yourite  virtue,  he  would  have  had  no  inclination  to  difphy  bis  elo« 
quence  upon  it.  By  moderation,  my  Lords,  uninlemipled  naodera* 
tion  of  more  than  twenty  years,  have  we  become  the  fcorn  of  man* 
kind,  and  eXpofed  ourfelves  to  the  fnfults  of  almoft  every  nation  in 
the  world.  By  moderation  have  we  betrayed  our  allies,  and  fufiered 
cm'  firiendihip  to  lofe  all  its  value ;  by  moderation  have  we  given 
«p  commerce  to  the  rapacity  of  an  enemy,  formidable  only  for  his 
perfeverance,  and  fitffered  our  merchants  to  be  ruined,  and  our  faikn 
ID  be  enflaved.  By  moderation  have  we  permitted  the  French  lo 
grafp  again  at  general  dominion,  to  over-run  Germany  with  their 
armies,  and  to  endanger  again  the  liberties  of  mankind ;  and  by  cosh 
tiaaing  for  a  very  few  years  the  iame  laudable  moderation,  we  iball 
probably  encourage  diem  to  fliut  up  our  fliips  in  our  harbour,  and 
Remand  a  tribute  feu:  the  ufe  of  the  Channel. 

I  need  not  obferve  to  your  Lordlhips,  that  all  the  great  adiona 
Aat  have  in  all  ages  been  atchieved*  have  been  the  effeds  of  refolution, 
43igenoe,  and  daring  a^vity,  virtues  wholly  oppofite  to  the  calmneft 
of  moderation.  I  need  not  obferve,  that  the  advantages  enjoyed  at 
prefent  by  the  French  are  the  confequences  of  that  vigour  and  ex- 
pedition, by  which  they  are  diftinguiihed,  and  which  the  form  of 
their  government  enables  them  to  exert.  Had  they,  my  Lords,  in« 
Ifead  of  pouring  armies  into  the  Auftrian  dominions,  and  procuring 
hy  the  terror  of  their  trpop^ .  the  ele£tion  of  an  Emperor,  purfued 
tbeie:meafures  of  moderation  which  have  been  fb  pathetically  recom* 
mended,  how  eafdy  had  their  defigns  been  defeated  I  Had  they  loft 
time  in  perfuading  the  Queen  of  Hungary  by  a  fidemn  embafly  to 
rtiign  her  dominions,  or  attempted  to  influence  the  diet  by  amicable 
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negotiations,  armies  had  been  levied,  and  the  pa^s  of  Gernany  had 
been  fliut  againft  them ;  they  had  been  op^ofed  on  the  frontiers  c^ 
diejr  own  dominions,  by  troops  equally  numerous,  and  warlike  with 
their  own,  and  inftead  of  impofing  a  Sdvcitign  on  the  empire,  had 
been  perhaps  purfued  into  their  own  country. 

But,  my  Lords,  whether  moderation  was  not  recommended  to 
them  by  fuch  powerful  oratory  as  your  Lordfhips  have  heard,  or 
whether  its  advocates  met  with  an  audience  not  'eafily  to  be  con'* 
'  iFinced,  it  is  plain,  that  they  feem  to  have  a^ed  ,upon  very  different 
principles,  and  I  wifli  their  policy  had  not  been  fo  ftrongly  juftified 
ky  its  fuccefs.  By  fending  an  army  into  Germany,  my  Lords,  when 
Aere  were  no  forces  ready  to  oppofe  them,  they  reduced  all  the  petty 
Princes  to  immediate  fubmifSon,  and  obliged  thofe  to  welcome  them 
ats  friends,  who  would  gladly  have  united  againft  them  as  the  in- 
veterate enemies  of  the  whole  German  body ;  and  who,  had  thfv 
been  firmly. joined  by  their  neighbours,  under  a  general  fenfe  of  their 
common  danger,  would  have  eafily  raifed  an  army  able  to  have 
repelled  them. 

This,  my  Lords,  was  the  effeft  of  vigour,  an  cffefik  very  different 
from  that  which  we  had  an  opportunity  'of  experiencing  as  the  con- 
fequence  of  moderation ;  it  was  to  no  purpofe  that  we  endeavoured 
to  alarm  n^ankind  by  remonftrances,  and  to  procure  aiSftance  by 
intreatics  and  folicitations ;  the  univerfal  panic  w^s  not  to  be  removed 
by  advice  and  exhortations,  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary  muft  have 
fuok  under  the  weight  of  a  general  combination  againft  her,  had  we 
not  at  laft  rifen  up  in  her  defence,  and. with  our  (words  in  our  hands^ 
let  an  example  to  the  nations  of  Europe,  of  courage  and  generofity. 
It  then  quickly  appeared,  my  Lords,  how  little  is  to  be  expeded 
from  cold  perfuafion,  and  how  neccflfary  it  is,,  that  be  who  would 
engage  others  in  a  taflc  of  difficulty,  fhould  fliow  hirafelf  willing  to 
partake  the  labour  wtiich  he  recommends.  No  fooner  had  we  de-. 
clared  our  refolution  to  fulfil  our  ftipulations,  and  ordeired  our  troops 
to  march  for  the  relief  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  than  other  Princes 
difcovered,  that  they  had  the  fame  diipofitions,  though  they  had 
hitherto  thought  it  prudent  to  conceal  them  $  that  they  equally  with 
6urfelves  hated  and  (eared  the  French  ;  that  they  were  defirous  to 
xeprefs  their  infolence  and  oppofe  their  conquefts,  and  only  waited 
for  the  motions  of  fome  power  who  might  ftand  at  the  head  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  lead  them  forwards  againft  th^  common  enemy, 
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The  liberal  promlfe^.  of  dominion  made  by  die  French^  by  which 
^  fovereigns  of  Germany  had  been  jtempted  to  concur  in  a  defign 
which  they  thought. themfelves  unable  to  oppofe^  were  now  no  longer 
regarded ;  they  were  cbnfidered  only  as  the  boafts  of  imaginary  great- 
ne&^  which  would  at  laft  yanifh  into  air;  and  every  one  knew,  that 
dM  ultimate  defign  of  Europe  was  to  opprefs  equally  her  enemies  and 
friends,  they  wifely  defpifed  her  ofFers,  and  either  defifted  from  the 
defigns  to  which  they  had  been  incited  by  her,  or  declared  themfelves 
ready  to  unite  againft  her. 

This,  my  Lords,  has  been  the  confequence  of  aflembling  the 
army,  which  by  the  motion  now  under  our  confideration  fome  of 
your  Lord&ips  (eem  defirous  to  difband,  an  inclination  of  which  I 
cannot  difcover  from  whence  it  can  arife.     For  what,  my  Lord% 
muft  be  the  confequence,  if  this  motion  fhould  be  complied  with? 
What  but   the  total  dcftrudKon  of  the   whole  fyftem    of   power 
which  has  been  fo  laborioufly  formed  and  fo  ftrongly  compared  I 
What  but  the  immediate  ruin  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  by  which  the 
French  ambition  has  been  fo  long  reftrained  ?  What  but  the  fubver- 
fionof  the  liberties  of  Germany,  and  the  eredlion  of  an  univerfal  em- 
pire, to  which  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  muft  become  vaflals  ? 
Should  the  auxiliary  troops  be  difbanded,  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
.  woald  find  what  benefit  fhe  has  received  from  them  by  the  calamities 
'  which  the  lofs  of  them  would  immediately  bring  upon  her.     All  the 
^daims  of  all  the  neighbouring  Princes,  who  are  now  awed  into^ 
and  filence,  would  be  r?vive<),  and  every  one  would  again  be- 
^ve,  that  nothing  was  to  be  hoped  or  feared  but  from  France.     The 
French  would  again  rufli  forward  to  ^new    invafions,  and  fpread 
bladon  over  other  countries,  and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  would  be 
re  weakened  than  by  the  lofs  of  many  batdes  in  its  prefcnt  ftate. 
The  fupport  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  appears  not,  indscd,  much 
b  engage  the  attention  of  thofe  by  whom  this  motion  is  fupported. 
;  has  been  reprefented  as  a  Houfe  equally  ambitious  and  perfidious 
^th  that  of  Bourbon,  and  equally  an  enemy  both  to  liberty  and  to 
I  religion  -,  and  a  very  celebrated  author  has  been  quoted  to  prove. 
It  it  is  the  intcrcft  of  the  Germans  themfelves  to  fee  a  Prince  at  their 
whofe  hereditary  dominions  may  not  incite  him  to  exert  the 
erial  power  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  inferior  Sovereigns. 
2a  order  to  the  confideration  of  thefe  objeftions,  it  is  neceflary  to 
k&rve,  iAy  Lords,  that  national  alliances  are  not  like  leagues  of 
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friendfliit),  die  confeqtteittes  of  an  agreement  oF'^lfpofitsoft,  opiniosi, 
and  afiefiions^  but  like  afibciations  of  commerce  formed  and  coil. 
tinued  by  no  fimilttude  of  any  thing  but  intercft.  it  is  not  ttoefiMs 
neceiTary  to  enquire  what  the  Houie  of  Auftria  has  defervcd.frMi  ui 
or  from  mankind ;  becaufe  intercft»  not  gratitude,  engages  us  to 
fupport  it.  It  is  ufelefs  to  urge,  diat  it  is  equally  fatdilefr  andcnil 
with  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  becaufe  the  qU^ftion  is  not,  whether 
both  Ihall  be  deftroyed,  but  whether  one  fliould  rage  without  controd 
It  is  fufficient  for  us  that  their  intereft  is  oppofite,  and  that  idtgioi 
afid  liberty  may  be  preferved  by  their  mutual  jealoufy.  And  I  coo* 
fefs,  my  Lords,  that  were  the  Aufirians  about  to  attain  unlimttei 
power  by  the  conqueft  or  inheritance  of  France  and  Spain,  it  wcmU 
be  no  lefe  proper  to  form  confederacies  againft  them. 

The  teftimony  which  has  been  produced  of  the  convenience  oF  a 
weak  Emperor,  is  to  be  cpnfidered,  my  Lords,  as  the  opinion  of « 
author  whofe  birth  and  employment  had  tainted  him  with  an  iof^ 
terate  hatred  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  filled  his  imagination  wA 
an  habitual  dread  of  the  Imperial  Power.  He  was  born,  my  Loidi, 
in  Sweden,  a  country  which  had  fulFered  much  by  a  long  waragaisl 
the  Emperor ;  he  \ns  a  mtnifter  to  the  eleAors  of  Brandenburgb, 
who  naturally  looked  with  envy  on  the  fupef iority  of  Auftria,  tnl 
could  not  but  wiih  to  fee  a  weaker  Prince  upon  the  Imperial  Throne^ 
that  their  own  influence  mi^t  be  greater  $  nor  can  we  wonder,  diit 
a  man  thus  born  and  thus  fupported  (hould  adopt  an  opiaion,  I9 
which)  the  prid^  of  his  mafter  would  be  ftattered,  and  perhaps  die 
intereft  of  his  own  country  promoted. 

It  is  likewife,  my  Lords,  to  be  remarked,  that  there  was  then  oO 
fuch  neceffity  for  a  powerful  Prince  to  ftand  at  the  head  of  the  Ger« 
mans,  and  to  defend  them  with  his  own  forces  till  they  could  inAe 
for  their  own  prefervation*  The  power  of  France  had  not  Aea 
arrived  at  its  prefent  height,  nor  had  their  monarchs  openly  dureateoed 
to  enflave  all  the  nations  of  Europe*  The  Princes  of  the  empire  hd 
then  no  oppreffion  to  fear,  but  from  theEmperof;  and  it  wst  flo 
wonder,  that  when  he  was  their  only  enemy,  riiey  wifhed  diatbi^ 
power  was  reduced. 

How  much  the  ftate  of  the  continent  is  now  changed,  is  not  fl^ 
ceflary  to  mention,  nor  what  alteration  that  change  bats  introduced 
into  the  politicks  of  all  nations  ;  tfaofe  .who  formerly  dreaded  to  be 
overwhelmed  by  the  Imperial  greatnefs  can  now  only  hope  to  ^ 
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fccired  byit  from  tbe  torrent  of  the  power  of  Francei.and  even 
tliofe  aadoas  who  have  foroserly  endeavoured  the  deftruSion  of 
Attftria,  laay  now  rejcMce,  that  they  are  flieltered  by  its  interpoiltioa 
fram  tyrants  more  adive  and  more  oppreiSve. 

ttttt»  mj  Lords,  though  it  fhould  be  granted,  that  tbe  Houfe  of 
Attflria  ought  not  to  be  fupported,  it  will  not^  in  my  opinion,  foUoWy 
that  this  motion  deferv^s  our  approbation  j  becaufe  it  will  reduce  iii 
to  a  ftate  of  imbecility,  and  condemn  us  to  ftand  as  paffive  fpe£lators 
fif  the  difturbances  of  the  world,  without  power  and  without  in- 
ftience,  ready  to  admit  the  tyrant  to  whom  chance  {hall  allot  U8» 
and  receiye  thofe  laws  which  the  prevailing  power  (ball  vouchfafe  to 
traflfintt. 

Whether  we  ought  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  to  prevent  its 
Werfd>verfion,  or  reftore  it  tp  its  former  greatnefs,  whatever  may 
be  my.  private  opinion,  I  think  it  not  on  this  occafion  neceflary  to 
aflert ;  it  is  fufficieot  to  induce  us  to  tejeSt  this  motion,  that  wc 
€u^t  to  be  at  leaft  in  a  condition  that  may  enable  us  to  improve 
Ihofe  opportunities  that  may  be  ofiered,  and  to  hinder  the  execution  of 
toy  defign  that  may  threaten  immediate  danger  to  our  commerce  or 
ow  liberty. 

Another  popular  topick,  my  Lords,  which  has  been  echoed  on  tfat 
pthst  occaiion,  is  the  happinefs  of  peace,  and  At  bleffing  of  unin« 
Itrrupted  commerce  and  undifturbed  fecurity.  We  are  perpetually 
isid  of  die  hatKards  of  war,  whatever  may  be  the  fuperiority  of  our 
ifciU  or  courage,  of  tbe  certainty  of  the  expences,  the  blood(hed,  and 
the  iurdfhips,  and  doubtfulnefs  of  the  advantages  which  we  may  hope 
ftom  them ;  and  it  is  daily  urged  with  great  vehemence,  that  peace 
ll|lon  tbe  hardeft  conditions  is  preferable  to  the  honour  of  conquefts, 
Mttd  the  fefti  vity  of  triumphs. 

t  Tbefe  maxims,  my  Lords,  which  are  generally  true  in  the  fenib 
SlUch  their  authors  intended,  may  be  very  properly  urged  agatnft  the 
ftOi  deiigns  of  ambition,  and  the  romantick  undertakings  of  wanton 
gfeatnefe  ^  but  have  no  place  in  the  prefent  enquiry,  which  relates  to  a 
fmrnot  made  by  caprice,  but  forced  upon  us  by  neceffity ;  a  war  to 
which  all  the  encomiums  on  peace,  muft  in  reality  incite,  becauic 
peace  alone  is  the  end  intended  to  be  obtained  by  it. 
k  Of  the  necefllty  of  peace  to  a  trading  nation  it  is  not  p<^ble,  my 
Lords,  to  be.  ignorant  >  and  therefore  no  man  can  be  imagined  to 
propofe  a  ftate  of  war  as  eligible  in  itfelf.    War,  my  Lords>  is  i^ 
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sny  opinion  only  to  be  choTen,  when  peace  can  be  long^  enjoje4« 
and  to  be  continued  only  till  a  peace  fecure  and  equitable  can  be  at* 
tatned.  In  the  piefent  ftate  of  the  worlds  my  Lords,  wc  iighr  not 
for  laurels,  nor  conquefts,  but  for  exiftence.  Should  the  arms  «f 
Trance  prevail,  and  prevail  they  muft,  unlefs  we  oppofe  them,  tiie 
Britons  may  in  a  (hort  time  no  longer  be  a  nation,  our  liberties  wiB 
le  taken  away,  our  conftitution  deftroyed,  our  religion  perfecuted, 
and  perhaps  our  name  aboliflied. 

For  the  prevention  of  calamities  like  thcfe,  not  for  the  prefervatiot 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  is  it  neceflary,  my  Lords,  to  coiled  an 
army ;  for  by  an  army  only  can  our  liberties  be  preferved,  and  fiick 
ft  peace  obtsrined,  as  may  be  enjoyed  without  the  imputatioo  csf 
felMnenefs  and  ftupidity. 

Of  thi»  ^  other  Houfe  appears  to  be  fufficiendy  convinced,  aorf 
bsrs  therefore  granted  money  for  the  Aipport  of  the  auxiliary  troops; 
lior  do  i  ddubt  but  your  Lotdihips  will  cdncur  with  them,  9/t»n  yott 
fball  fully  confider  the  motives  upon  which  they  may  be  fuppofed  m 
Have  prMb^ded,  and  refle6),  that  by  difmiffing  thefe  troc^,  we  iiaU 
fitcriftC6  to  the  ambition  of  the  french,  the  Hoitfe  of  Auftria^  dia 
lib^nifc^of  Europe,  our  dwn  happineft,  and  that  of  our  pofterityi 
and  that  by  rcfolving  to  exert  our  force  for  a  (hort  time;  wemfty 
fd^ee  ihe  tetppineft  of'  mankind  beyond  the  reach  of  attacks  and 
Violation;  :?'■.. 

Lord  Carteret  replied  to  the  -fellofHng  effc£l :— My  LorA^ 
The  confideratiohs  iARdh  i^ttt\M  befdrcyou  by  the  noble  Lords 
who  made  and  feconded^e^motion,  artf  fo  important  in  themfelfcs^ 
and^have*bcen  urged  wiAf  (^'^rnvchforc^e  aihd  judgment,  that  libsA 
not  endeavour  to  add  -^rty  ftc#  arguments ;  fmce  where  thofe  fiit 
which  have  been  already- offered^ -it  is  not  Kkdythat  any  will  bt 
^Ci^al :  But  I  (halt  eridtfavour  to  preferve  them  in  their  full  force 
hy  removing  the  6b}e£liohs  w4fkh  have  been  made  to  them. 

T|ie  firft  confideration  that  claims  our  attention  is  the  revereiiee 
due  to  Che  Senate,  to  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  which  oy^t 
always  to  be  confuited,  when  any  important  defign  is  formed,  or  any 
new  meafures  adopted,  efpecially  if  they  arc  fuch  as  cannot  be  defeated 
by  being  made  public,  and  fuch  as  an  uncommon  degree  of  expence 
is  neceflary  to  fupport. 

Thefe  principles,  'my  Lords,  which  I  fuppofe  no  man  will  conteft, 
have  been  fo  little  regarded  by  the  miniftry  oft  die  prefent  occafion, 
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Ail  diey  ktm  to  have  endeavoufed  to  difcover  by  a  bold  e^(ieriment, 
fa  what  degree  of  ferirility  Senates  may  be  reduced,  and  what  infuka 
they  will  be  taught  to  bear  without  refentment ;  for  they  have,  with-> 
«uc  the  Icaft  previous  hint  of  their  defign^  made  a  contraf):  for  a  very 
mimcrotts  body  of  mercenaries^  nor  did  they  condcfccnd  to  inform 
the  Senate^  till  they  aiked  for  money  to  pay  them; 

To  execute  meafures  firft^  and  then  to  require  the  appfobatioii  of 
the  Senate,  inftead  of  advice^  is  furely  fuch  a  degree  of  contempt  as 
has  not  often  been  ihewn  in  the  moft  arbitrary  reigtis,  and  fuch  a$ 
wouM  once  have  provoked  fuch  indignation  in  the  other  Houfe,  that 
there  would  have  been  no  need  in  this  of  a  motion  like  the  prefent. 

Bttt»  my  Lords,  in  proportion  as  the  other  Houfe  feemS  inclined 
to  pay  an  implicit  fubmiffion  to  the  di£lates  of  the  mintftry^  h  is  our 
«kity  to  iocreafe  our  vigilance,  and  to  convince  our  f^lkiw»fub]e£h> 
by  Sr-ftcady  oppofition  to  all  encroach ments^  that  we  are  not,  as  we 
boLfc  been  fometimes  ftiled,  an  ufelefs  AflemUy^  but  the  laft  refinrt  of 
liforty,  and  the  chief  fupport  of  the  conftitution* 

The  prefent  defign  of  thofe,  who  have  thus  dared  to  trtmple  upon 
OTf  privileges,  appears  to  be  nothing  lefs  than  that  of  reducing  the 
Senates  of  Briuin  to  the  fame  abjeA  flavery  with  thofe  of  France  | 
to  fliew  die  people  that  we  are  to  be  confidered  only  as^  their  agents 
tp  raife  the  fupplies  which  they  Ihall  be  pleafed,  under  whatevei^ 
pretences,  to  demand,  .and  to  regifter  fuch  determinations  ts  thejr 
ihall  condelcend  to  lay  before  us* 

This  invafion  of  our  rights,  my  Lords,  is  teo  flagrant  to  be  borne^ 
though  were  the  meafures  which  we  are  thus  tyrannically  required  tOi 
fiqiport,  really  conducive  in  themfelves  to  the  intereft  of  Britain, 
labich  indeed  might  reafonably  have  been  expeded }  for  what  hea4 
can  be  imagined  fo  ill-formed  for  politicks  as  not  to  know,  tbatthcf  firft 
a£b  of  arbitrary  power  ought  to  be  in  themfelves  popular^  that  the 
aihrantage  of  the  efFcd  may  be  a  balance  to  the  means  by  yibich  it  is 
paeduced. 

But  tbefe  wonderful  politicians,  my  Lords,  have  heaped  on^ 
blunder  upon  another ;  they  have  difgufted  the  nation  both  by  the 
means  and  the  end  ^  and  have  infulted  the  Senate  with  no  other  view 
dian  that  of  plundering  the  people.  They  have  ventured  without  the 
confent  of  the  Senate  to  purfue  meafures,  of  which  ic  is  obvious, 
tbat  they  were  only  kept  fecret,  becaufe  they  eafdy  forefav  that  they 
would  not  be  approvedt 
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For  that  the  hire  of  mercenaries  from  Haoover,  my  Lords,  wouM 
have  been  reje£led  with  general  indignation ',  that  the  propo&l  woiild 
have  produced  hiOes  rather  than  cenfures ;  and  that  the  arguments 
which  have  been  hitherto  ufed  to  fupport  it,  would,  if  perfonal  regards 
did  not  make  them  of  fome  importance,  produce  laughter  oftener 
than  replies,  cannot  furely  be  doubted. 

It  has  been  faid  in  vindication  of  this  wife  fcheme,  that  no  cither 
troops  could  be  obtained  but  thofe  of  Hanover  ;  an  alfertion  which 
I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  examine,  becaufe  it  is  yet. a  bareaifler- 
tion  without  argument,  and  againft  probability ;  fmce  it  is  generalif 
known,  bow  willingly  the  princes  of  Germany  have  on  all  former 
occafions  fent  out  their  fubjeds  to  de(lru£lion,  that  they  in'\ght  iU 
their  cofFers  with  their  pay  ;  nor  do  I  doubt,  but  that  there  is  nowifi 
the  fame  country  the  ufual  fuperabundance  of  men,  andtkeufuil 
'fcarcity  of  money.  I  make  no  queftion,  my  Lords,  that  aiany  t 
.German. prince  would  gladly  furnifli  us  with  men  as  a  very  cheap 
commodity,  and  think  himfelf  fufficiently  rewarded  by  a  finall  fttl»r 
4idy.  There  coXild  be  no  objcftion  to  thefe  troops  from  the  ton- 
ditutton  of  the  empire,  which  is  not  of  equal  force  againft  the 
forces  ^f  Hanover ;  nor  do  I  know  why  they  fliould  not  rather  ha« 
.been  employed,  if  they  could  have  been  obtained  at  a  cheaper  price. 

The  abfiirdicy  of  paying  levy-money  for  troops  regularly  kept  up, 
and  of  hiring  them  at.  a  higher  rate  than*  was  ever  paid  for  auxiliaries 
before,  has  been  fo  ftrongly  urged  and  lb  fully  C3fplained,  thatup 
reply  has  been  attempted  by  thofe  who  have  hitherto  oppoficd  the 
motion,  having  rather  endeavoured  to  divert  our  attention  to  foreign 
confiderations  than  t<k  vindicate  this  part  of  the  contract,  which  i^ 
indeed  too  ihameful  to  be  palliated,  and  too  grofs  to  be  overlooked.: 

It  is  however  proper  to  repeat,  nay  Lords,  that  though  it  ar»^ 
be  confuted,  it  may  be  forgotten  in  the  multitude  of  other  obje^ 
that  this  nation,  after  having  exilted  the  Hleftor  of  Hanover  fromf 
ftate  of  obfcurity  to  the  crown,  is  condemned  to  hire  the  troc^5*f 
-Hanover  to  fight  their  own  caufo,  to  hire  them  at  a  rate  which  was 
never  demanded  for  them  before,  and  to  pay  levy-money  for  thcWj 
thdugh  it  is  known  to  all  Europe,  that  they  were  not  caifed  onlte 
occafion. 

Nor  is  this  the  only.bardfliip  or  folly  of  this  contrail;  &r  we««5 

to  pay  them  a  month  before  they  march  into  our  fervice;  wcm^ 

pay  thoic  for  doing  nothing,  of  whom  it  might  have  been,  witbov^ 
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917  (inreafiunUe  expefhtions,  hoped,  tiiat  thejr  would  have  exerted 
dAeir  utmoft  force  without  pay. 

For  it  is.:q>parent,  mf  Lords,  that  if  the  deflgns  of  France  be  fuch 
as  the  noble  Lords  who  oppofe  the  motion  reprefent  them,  Hanover 
is  much  nearer  to  danger  than  Britain ;  and  therefore  they  only  fight 
for  their  own  prefervation  ;  fince,  though  they  have  for  a  fingle  year 
heen  billed  with  a  neutrality,  it  cannot  be  imagined,  that  the  (ame 
favour  will  be  always  granted  them,  or  that  the  French,  when  they 
have  over^run  all  the  reft  of  Germany,  will  not  annex  Hanover  to 
their  other  dominions. 

Befides,  my  Lords,  it  is  .well  known,  that  Hanover  is  equally  en* 
g^kg^  by  treaty  with  Britain  to  maintain  the  Pragmatic  Sandlion,  and 
that  a  certain  proportion  pf  troops  are  to  be  furniibed.  But,  my 
Lords,  as  to  the  march  of  that  body  of  forces,  I  have  yet  beard  .no 
account.  Will  any  Lord  fay  that  they  have  marched  ?  I  therefore  fup*  ^ 
pofe,  that  the  wifdom  and  jpftice  of  ourmintfters  has  comprehended 
them  in  the  fixXeen  thoufaqd  who  are  to  fatten  uppn  Britifh  pay,  and 
that  Hanover  will  fupport  the  P.ragmatic  Sanation  at  the  coft  of  thil 
joexhaufiible  nation. 

The  iervice  which  tliqlk  troops  have  already  done  to  the  commoti 
caufe,,has  been  urged  with  great  pomp  of  exaggeration,  of  which 
what  eSkSt  it  may  have  had  uppn  others,  J  am  not  able  to  fay  ;  fov 
my  part,  I  ^m  convinced,  th^ttbe  great  happinefs  of  this  kingdom  is 
the  iecurity  of  the  eftablifhed  fuccefl^on ;  and  am  therefore  always  of 
ppinion,  that  no  meafures.^an  ferve  tlie  common  caufe,  the  caufe  of 
liberty,  or  of  religion,  or.pf  general  happinefs,  by  which  the  royal 
boilly  lofes  the  affcftions  of  the  people.  And  I  can  with  great  con- 
fidence affirm,  ,that  no  attempt  for  many  *years  hs^  raifed  a  greater 
beat  of  reientment,  or  excited  louder  clamours  of  indignation,  than 
the  hire  of  Hanoverian  troops :  nor  is  this  .difcoptent  raifed  only 
hy  artful  mifreprefentations,  formed  to  inflame  the  paffions  and  per- 
plex the  u^derftanding  ;  it  is  a  fettled  ^nd  rational  diflike,  which 
every  day  contributes  to  confirm,  which  jirill  make  all  the  meafures  of 
the  government  fufpeded,  an4,o3ay  in  time;,  if  not  obviated,  break 
•ut  in  (edition. 

A  jealoufy  of  Hanover  has  indeed  for  a  long  time  prevailed  in  die 
nation  :  the*  frequent  vifits  of  .our  Kings  to  their  eIe£fcoral  dominions, 
contrary  to  the  original  terms  on  which  .this  crown  was  conferred 
upon  them,  have  inclined. the  people  of  .Britain  tofuipe^):,  that  they 
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have  only  the  fecond  place  in  the  alFe^on  of  tbeir  Sovereign }  HQlr 
has  this  fufpicion  been  made  lefs  by  the  large  acceffions  tnide.to  thoft 
dominions  by  purchafes,  which  the  Eledors  never  appeared  able  to 
make  before  their  exaltation  to  the  throne  of  Britain,  and  by  feme 
ineafures  which  have  been  apparently  taken  only  to  aggrandize  Hano- 
ver at  the  expence  of  Britain. 

Thefe  meafures,  my  Lords,  I  am  very  far  from  imputing  to  ov 
Sovereign  or  his  Father }  the  wifdom  of  both  is  fo  well  knowni  that 
ihey  cannot  be  imagined  to  have  incurred,  either  by  contempts 
negligence,  the  difaffeflion  of  their  fubjcSs.  Thofe,  my  Lords,  aic 
only  to  be  blamed,  who  concealed  from  th^m  the  fentiments  of  the 
nation,  and  for  the  fake  of  promoting  their  own  intereft,  betrajri 
them,  by  the  moft  deteftable  and  pernicious  flattery,  into  meafuts 
which  could  produce  no  other  eiFe£t  than  that  of  making  their  reign 
unquiet,  and  of  exafperating  thofe  who'  had  concurred  with  the 
warmeft  zeal  in  fupporting  them  on  the  throne. 

It  is  not  without  an  uncommon  degree  of  grief,  that  I  hear  it  ui^ 
in  defence  of  this  contract,  that  it  was  approved  by  a  very  numerous 
council ;  for  what  can  produce  more  forrow  in  an  honeft  and  a  lojal 
brcaft,  than  to  find  that  our  Sovereign  is  furrounded  by  counfellors, 
who  either  do  not  know  the  defires  and  opinions  of  the  people,  or  do 
not  regard  them ;  who  are  either  fo  negligent  as  not  to  exaffline 
how  the  aflfe£Kons  of  the  nation  may  be  beft  preferved,  or  fo  raft 
as  to  purfue  thofe  fchemes  by  which  they  hope  to  gratify  the  King 
at  whatever  hazard,  and  who  for  Ae  fake  of  flattering  him  for  a  daf, 
will  rifque  the  faftty  of  his  government,  and  the  repofe  of  his  life* 

It  has  with  regard  to  thefe  troops  been  aflced  by  the  noble  Lord 
w}u>  ipoke  laft,  what  is  the  intent  of  this  motion  but  to  diiband  them? 
What  elfe  indeed  can  be  intended  by  it,  and  what  intention  can  be 
more  worthy  of  this  auguft  Afl!embly  ?  By  a  fteady  purfuit  of  this 
tntenttovr,  my  Lords,  we  (hall  regain  the  efteem  of  the  nation,  which 
this  daring  invaflon  of  our  privileges  may  be  eafily  fuppofed  to  bafe 
impaired.  We  ihall  give  cm  Sovereign  an  opportunity,  by  a  gracious 
condeCaenikm  to  our  defires,  f)0  recover  thofe  aflPeflions  of  which  the 
pernicious  advice  of  flatteicft  his  deprived  him ;  we  ihall  obviate  a 
precedent  which  threatens  deftru£tioti  to  our  liberties,  and  ftall  ftt 
the  nation  free  from  an  univerfal  alarm.  Nor  in  our  prefent  ftate  a 
it  to  be  mentioned  aa  a  trifling  confideration,  that  we  ihall  binder  the 
wealth  of  the  ngtion  from  being  raviihed  from  our  merchants,  our 
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iiumeis,  and  our  manufi£hirers»  to  be  rquandered  upot  foreigners  ^ 
•Md  fiMreigncrs,  from  whom  we  can  hope  for  no  advantage. 

But  k  may.  be  afked,  my  Lords,  how  the  great  caufe  of  liberty 
is  10  be  fupported,  how  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  is  to  be  preferved  from 
mm,  and  how  the  ambition  of  France  is  to  be  reprefled  i  How  all 
this  it  to  be  effeded,  my  Lords,  I  am  very  far  from  conceiving  my«« 
feif  ^adified  to  determine  -,  but  furely  jt  will  be  very  little  hindeofd 
hf  the  difmiffion  of  troops,  whofe  allegiance  obliges  them  not  to  fi^t 
againft  the  Emperor,  and  of  whom,  therefore,  it  does  not  eafily  ap-« 
pear  how  they  can  be  very  ufeful  allies  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 

But  whatever  fervice  is  expefted  from  them,  it  may  furely,  my 
LordS)  be  performed  by  the  fame  number  of  Britifli  troops,  and  that 
aumber  may  be  fent  to  fupply  their  place,  without  either  delay  or 
difficulty,  I  will  venture  to  fay  without  any  hazard.  If  it  be  obje&ed^ 
aa  it  has  often  been,  that  by  fending  out  our  troops,  we  fhalF  leave  our 
country  naked  to  invafion,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to.afk,  who  will 
invade  us  ?  The  French  are  well  known  to  Be  the  only  people  whom 
we  can  fufpe£l  of  any  fuch  defign,  They  have  no  fleet  on  this  fide 
of  their  kingdom,  and  their  ihips  in  the  Mediterranean  are  blocked 
up  in  the  harbour  by  the  navies  of  Britain.  We  ihaU  ftill  have  at 
borne  a  body  of  feven  thoufand  men,  which  was  thought  a  fufficient 
iecurity  in  the  late  war,  when  the  French  had  a  fleet  equal  to  our 
own.  Why  we  Ibould  now  be  in  more  danger  from  without,  I  can- 
aot  diii:over ;  and  with  regard  to  inteftine  commotions,  they  will  be 
prevented  by  compliance  with  the  prefent  motion.  For  nothing  can 
incite  the  people  of  Britain  to  oppofe  thofe  who  have  Ofovly  difmifled 
the  troops  of  Hanover. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  yet  at  all  convinced,  that  the  end  for 
vhich  thofe  troops  are  faid  to  be  hired,  ought  to  be  purfued,  or  can 
be  attained  by  us ;  and. if  the  end  be  in  itfelf  improper  or  impoffible, 
it  certainly  follows,  that  the  means  ought  to  be  laid  afide* 

If  we  conlider  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  continent,  we  (hall  find  no 
ffofycSt  by  which  we  can  be  encburaged  to  hazard  our  forces  or  our 
mooey^  The  King  of  Sardinia  has  indeed  declared  for  us,  and  op- 
^  |iofi:d  the  paf&ge  of  the  Spaniards ;  but  he  s^ppears  either  to  be  deficient 
-  in  conrage,  or  in  prudence^  dr  in  force }  for  inftead  of  giving  battle 
QO. his. frontiers,  he  has  fufFered  them,  with  very  little  reftftance,  to 
jQiraMfe  his  territories,  to  plunder  and  infult  his  fubjeA^  and  to  live 
at  bit  capencc }  ayid  it  may  be  fufpeded,  that  if  he  cannot  drive  theni 
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put  of  bU  oMiitr^^  h/t  will  in  time  be  ccmtent  to  pucchbfe  theif  ^Ic- 
parture,  by  grantiftg  them  a  paflage  thrdugb  it,  and  rather  gife  ufi 
die  dominions  of  his  9II7  tp  be  ravaged,  than  preferve  them  at  tli^ 
cxpence  of  his  own* 

If  we  turn  oar  eyes  towards  the  Dutch,  we  fliall  not  he  more  en^ 
couraged  to  engage  in  the  wars  on  the  continent  i  for  whatever  ha 
baen  afierted  of  their  readineft  to  proceed  in  conjunction  w.ith  0% 
Aey  appear  hitherto  to  behold,  with  the  moft  fupine  tranquillity,  th^ 
iubverfion  of  the  German  fyftem,  and  to  be  iatisfied  with  an  un« 
difturbed  enjoyment  of  their  riches  and  their  trade.  Nor  is  them 
any  appearance,  my  Lords,  that  their  concurrence  is  withheld  only 
by  a  fingle  town,  .as  has  been  infinuated  (  for  the  vote  of  any  (ii^tf 
town,  except  AmAerdam,  may  be  over-ruled,  and  the  refolutioabai 
'  pbfled  the  necel&ry  form,  when  it  is  oppofed  by  only  one  voice. 

If  we  take  a  view,  my  Lords,  of  their  late  condud,  without  faStu 
ing  our  defires  to  miflead  our  underftandings,  we  iball  find  no  reafoQ 
^r  imagining,  that  they  propofe  any  fudden  alteration  of  their  cottf 
dud,  which  has  been  hitherto  gonfiftent  and  fteady,  and  ai^ears  te 
^rift  from  eftabliifaed  principles,  which  nothing  has  latdy  happened  to 
incline  them  to  for&ke. 

When  they  were  foiiclted  to  become,  like  us^  the  guarantees  of 
Hanover,  they  made  no  fcruple  of  returning,  with  whatever  uir- 
politenefe,  an  abiblute  refufal;  nor  could  they  be  prevailed  upon  ta 
grant,  what  we  appear  to  think  that  we  were  honoured  in  being  ai* 
mitted  to  bcftow.  -When  they  were  called  upon  to  fulfil  their  ftipff* 
Jatbn,  and  fuj^ort  t'be  Pragmatic  S^?n&ion,  they  evaded  their  own 
contra£(,  till  all  afliftance  would  have  been  too  late,  had  not  a  luckj 
dilcoVery  of  the  French  perfidy  fi^aratcd  the  King  of  Pruffia  from 
them  5  and  what  reafon,  my  Lords,  can  be  given,  why  they  fliouW 
now  do  what  they  refuftd,  when  it  might  have  been  much  more  fafelf 
and  more  eafily  cfFefted  ?  Did  they  fuffijr  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to 
1:^  o^refled,  only  to  fbew  their  own  power  and  affluence  by  it: 
1^6ving  her  ?  of  can  it  be  imagined^  that  pity  has  prevailed  over  policjr 
or  cowardice  ?  They,  who  in  contempt  of  their  own  treaties  rcfuW 
tt  engage  in  a  caufe  white  it  was  yet  doubtful^  will  certamly  think 
themfelres  juftified  in  abandoning  it  when  h  is  loft,  and  will  urge, 
that  no  treaty  can  oUigc  them  to  4A  like  madmen,,  or  to  underttl^ 
iDspoffibilitiQs^ 
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I  ainr  thntfore  conviocwl,  xn^JMri/^  that  they  vpXi  not  cnt6r  into 

offitiifive  treaty,  siad  that  they  have  only  engaged  to  do  what  their 
tatereft  nequimd  from  them»  withputanynew  ftipulation,  t^o  pre- 
tmc  tkek  OMrn  country  from,  invafion  by  fending  garrifons  into  the 
faontiBr  towns,  whichthey  may  doi  without  any  oi&nce  to  France,  or 
uof  interxujiiticm  of  tbeir  owa  tranquillity. 

Manf  other  treaties  have  been,  mentioned,  iny  Lords,  and  men- 
tkmtd  with  great  oftentatioa,.  a»  the  efic£ls  o£  conAammate  policy, 
which  wiii,  I  fui4>ed,  appear  tabe  at  kaft  oniy-'defenftve  treaties,  by 
which  the  contracting  powers'  priMpiie  little  more  thaa  to  take  care 
of  themfelves. 

In  thi&  fiate  of  the  werld,  my  Lords,  when  all  the  powers  of  the 
^ontment  appear  benumbed  by  a  lethargy,  or  fhackJed  by  a  panic, 
to  wiiat  purpoie  (hould  we  laviib,  in  hiring  and  tranfporting  troops, 
diat  weakh  which  contcfts  of  nearer  importance  immediately  require? 

It  is  well  known  to  our  merchants,,  whofc  fbips  are  every  d^iy  feized 
by  privateerS)  that  we  are  at  war  with  Spain,  and  that  our  commerce 
IS  everyday  impaired  by  the  depredations  of  an  enemy,  whom  only 
our  own  neg)>gence  enables  •  to  refill  us ;  but  I  doubt,  my  Lords, 
whether  it  i.s  known  in  Spain,  that  their  monarch  is  at  war  with 
Britain,  otherwife  than  by  the  riches  of  our  nation,  which  are  dif- 
tributecl  among  their  privateers,  and  the  prifoners  who  in  the  towns 
en  the  coaft  are  wandering  in  the  ftreets.  For  I  know  no  inconve- 
nience whirfi  they  can  be  fuppofed  to  feci  from  our  hoftilities,  nor  in 
what  part  of  the  world  the  war  againft  them  is  carried  on.  Before 
the  war  was  declared,  it  is  well  remembered  by  whom,  and  with  how 
great  vehemence,  it  was  evvryday  repeated,  that  to  end  the  war  with 
honour  we  ought  to  taJte  and  hold.  What,  my  Lords,  do  we  bcld^ 
or  what  have  we  taken  ?  What  has  the  war  produced  in  its  whole 
courfc  from  one  year  to  another,  but  defeats,  lofles,  and  ignominy  ? 
And  how  (hall  we  regain  our  honour,  or  retrieve  our  wealth,  by  en- 
gaging in  another  war  more  dangerous  but  lefs  neceflary  ?  We  ouj^^t 
furctr  to  humble  Spain,  before  we  prefuir.e  to  attack  France  5  and 
wc  may  attack  France  with  better  profpcds  of  luccefs,  when  wd 
have  no  other  enemy  to  divert  our  attention,  or  divide  our  farces. 

That  we  ought  indeed  to  make  any  attempt  upon  France,  1  am 
fer  from  being  convinced,  becaufe  I  do  not  now  difcover,  that  any  of 
the  motives  fubfift  which  engaged  us  in  Uie  laft  confederacy.  The 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  though  overborne  and  diftrciTcd,  was  then  powers 
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ful  in  itfelf^  and  poOefied  of  the  imptrul  ciown*    hh  now  ndnni 
alnioft  bdow  the  hopes  of  recoveiy,  and  ift  are  tkfrefbie  now  lo 
reftore  what  we  were  then  only  to  fttpportr    9ut  9^^  my  ^^^ 
is  in  my  opinion  Qiuch  moce  to  be  confideim),  (he  aatioa  wu  thai 
unaninioiis  in  one  general  iFefoIutioa  to  repi^  ^e  infoknoe  of 
France  ^  no  hardships  WW  jnfu\|||portaUe  ib^t  conduced  to  this  gitatl 
end,  nor  any  taxey  grieyojis  tb^  were  applied  to  ^e  fuppQrt  of  tk 
yrar.    The  acq^ifnt  of  a  vidory  was^eft^empd  as  w  ^^i^valent  Wi 
exciics  and  to  puhUc  debts  i  an<l^e  I)QilIeffion$of.^&and  aurpdbH 
ritjr  were  chearfuUy  fnortgagied  U>  purifh^e  a  t^^mpt)  over  thi^  aom-l 
mon  enemy.    But^'myixirdsj^  the  4iQ>9fitioi;ipf  the  ii^tion  with  r&>i 
gard  to  the  pre&nt  wjr  if  ye^y  different.    They  difcoyer  nodaogcrj 
threatening  thea|,  they  are  neithef  invaded  in  their  ppl^effions  b; 
^oiies,  nor  interrupted  in  their  cpmmerce  by  the  fl^U  of  Ftucci 
and  therefore  they  art  not  able  to  find  out  why  they  aiuft  befachikel 
to  an  enemy,  by  v^hom  they  h^ve  been  long  purfued  with  the  quA 
implacable  hatred^  for  the  fake  of  attacking  a  power  from  which  tkji 
have  hitherto  felt  no  injury,  and  which  they  believe  cannot  be  pori 
yoked  without  danger,  nor  oppofed  without  fuch  a  prpfuiioa  of  a*| 
pence  as  the  public  is  at  prefent  not  able  to  bear. 

It  is  not  tp  bis  fgppofed,  my  Lords,  that  the  bulk  of  the  Britiiiii 
people  are  afie£bd  with  the  diftreiles,  or  inflamed  by  the  magnamoity 
f)f  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  This  illuftrious  daughter  of  Auftnii 
whofe  i^ame  has  been  fo  often  echoed  in  thefe  walls,  and  of  wkon 
am  far  from  denying,  that  fl^e  deieryes  our  admiration,  ouroooi 
paf&on,  and  all  the  aififtance  which  fran  be  given  her,  coniiftently 
the  regard  due  to  the  fafety  of  our  own  country^  is  to  the  greats 
part  of  the  people  an  iniaginary  princefs,  ^rhofe  fufFerings  pr  wboi 
yirtues  make  no  other  impreffion  upon  them,  than  thofe  whichi 
recorded  in  fiditious  narratives ;  nor  can  they  eailly  be  perfuaded 
give  up  for  her  relief,  the  produce  of  their  lar^ds,  pr  the  profits 
tine^e  commerce. 

Some  indeed  there  are,  my  Lord^,  ^hofe  view^  are  more 
five,  and  whofe  fentiments  are  morp  exalted ;  for  |t  is  ^  not  to  be  ft 
pofed,  that  either  knowledge  or  generoiity  ar^  confined  to  the  Seaal 
pr  the  Court:  bqt  the(^,  my  Lords,  thqngh  theyperha|M|;l9ayii 
readily  approve  the  end  which  the  miniftry  pretendf  to  ffut^Hh^f^ 
lefs  fatisiied  with  the  means  by  which  they  endeavcMir  tB(  attain  i 

By  thcfe  men  it  is  cafily  difpoyeredj  ttjait  the.hope»i|)i|^M!^ 

confident! 
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coflfidently  cxprcfe  of'pretailing  upod'the  l>utch  to  unite  widi  us 
ftr  the  fupport  of  the  Prargmidc  SmSHou,  are  without  foundation  ; 
tbey  iiee  that  tlieir  coiifent  to  pla^e  garrifons  in  the  fro^ider  towns^ 
however  it  may  fumiih  a  fubjeA  of  exuhatibn  to  diofe  whofe  intereft 
it  is  to  repreient  tbem  as  ready  to  concur  with  us,  is  only  a  new 
proof  of  what  was  ne?^r  doubted,  lilieir  unvariaUe  attention  to  their 
cnm  intereil,  fince  they  muft  fot  their  own^feeurity  prelerve  their 
own  barrier  from  being  feized  by  France.  By  this  a^  they  incur  |io 
new  expence,  they  provoke  no  enemies/  nor  ^give  any  ai&ftance  to 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  which  they  can  raife  either  refentmient  in 
one  part,  or  gratitude  in  the  other;  and  therefore  it  is.not  hard  to 
perceive  that,  whatever  is  pretended,  the  Dutch  hitherto  ob^rve  the 
moft  exad  laws  of  neutrality ;  and  it  is  too  evident,  that  if  they  re« 
fufe  dieir  affiftance^  we  have  very  little  to  hope  from  a  war  with 
France. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  objedion  againft  the  prefent  meafures ;  for  it 
is  generally,  and  not  without  fuf&cient  reafon  fufpe£ted,  that  the 
real  affiftance  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  is  not  intended,  fince  the 
troops  which  have  been  hired  under  that  pretence,  arc  fuch  as  can- 
not march  againft  the  Emperor.  It  is  known,  that  the  Heffians  have 
aUblutely  re&fed  to  infringe  the  conftitution  of  the  German  body, 
by  attacking  him  who  is  by  a  legal  grant  acknowledged  its  head  } 
nor  is  it  eafy  to  conceive,  why  there  ihould  be  a  different  law  for 
Hanover,  than  for  the  other  elcaorates. 

The  long  ftay  of  the  troops  in  Flanders,  a  place  where  there  is  no 
enemy  to  encounter,  nor  ally  to  affift,  is  a  fufficient  proof  that  there 
is  nothing  more  defigned  than  that  the  troops  of  Hanover  Ihall  loiter 
pn  the  verge  of  war,  and  receive  their  pay  for  feafting  in  their 
qoartess,  and  Ihewing  their  arms  at  a  review;  and  that  they  in 
reaBty  defign  nothing  but  to  return  home  with  full  pockets,  an4 
ciqoy  the  fpoils  of  Britain. 

Users  may  indeed  be  another  reafon,  my  Lords,  which  hinders 
the  progreft  of  the  united  forces,  and  by  which  the  firitons  and  Ha- 
noverians may  be  both  afFededf  though  not  both  in  the  iame  degree. 
|t  ieby  oo.means  unlikely,  that  the  King  of  PruiEahas  forbidden 
|hem  to  advance,  and  declared,  that  the  King  who  was  chofen  by  ^. 
his  ftifiage  ihall  be  fupported  by  his  arms ;  if  this  be  his  refolution^ 
}ie  is  well  known  tq  want  neither  fpirit  nor  ftrength  to  avow  and 
fofyort  it ;  and  di^re  ^  i^9S^  fuffif lent  to  convince  us^  that  hf 
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has  dddared  i%  and  that  oar  taroops  are  noir  fNitindy  miAmf  tb 
avent  of  a  A^octadott-  by  wtlkh^we  are  endeavoimig.  to  pcifitadi 
binv  to  alfer  his  defigny  if  itnlQed  it  be  defired-  that  he  fltDoUt  ahu 
It;  for  it  is  not  certain,  tiiat  the  Elodor  of  Hanover  cair  dtfiixtht 
lefteimtion  o£  the  Hodb  o£  Auflsia  to  aa  bcfodScary  ei^ncnaof 
ibe  imperial  dignity ;  nor  can  it  ea£)y  bcihewn  why  the  polities  of 
one  HoLifis,.  flicmld  differ  ftom  thofir  of  all  the  olhor  PriaceaoE  tfa 
German  enapire* 

The  other  Princes,  my  Lorda^  have  long  wiAed  for  a  Euiij  wA 
whon»  they  might  treat  upon  the  Wvel ;  a  King  who  might  owe  iiii 
dignity  only  fK>  their  vot»s»  and  who  therefore  wottU  he  viUiag  to 
fiivour  them  ia  gratitude  for  the  benefit.  They  know^  that  tke 
Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  conTidered  (heir  advanctaeiit  to 
ibt  empire  as  the  confeq^nce  of  their  numerous  forees  aad  larp 
dominions,  and  made  ufe  of  their  exaltation  only  to  tyrannizemnda 
the  appeavaace  of  legal  right,  and  to  oppress  thofe  as  Sovereigns, 
whom  they  would  o^erwife  have  harafied  as  conquerors. 

Before  we  can:  therefore  hope  for  the  concurrence  of  the  Princes 
of  the  empire,  we  mud  inform  them  of  our  defi^,  if  any  defign  lus 
jbeea  yet  laid  out.  Is  it  your  intention  to  reftore  the  Hoofe  of 
^uftria  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  its  former  greatnefs  ?  This  will  cer- 
tainly be  openly  oppofed  by  all  thofe  powers  who  are  ftroog  enough 
to  make  head  againft  it,  and  fecretly  obftru£ted  by  thofe,  whofir  weak* 
nefs.  makc^  them  afraid  of  public  declaratiofis.  Do  you.  intend  ^ 
lupport  the  Pragmatic  Sanson  ?  This  can  only  be  done  by  defeating 
^e  whole  power  of  France )  and  for  this  you  muft  neoeiadly  pro- 
Tide  troops  who  (hall  dare  to  a£l  againft  the  p<;efent  King.  So  diat 
jc  appears,  my  Lords,  that  we  are  attemptij^  nothing,  or  attempting 
fmpoffibiUttes  y  that  either  wc  have  no  end  in  view^  or  that  wehait 
fnade  ufe  of  an  abfitrd  choice  of  means  by  which  it  cannot  lit 
fittained. 

Whatever  be  our  defign  widi  negard  to  Germany,  the  war  againft 
^poin  is  evidently  neglected  j  %nd  indeed  one  part  of  our  condsfi 
proves  at  once,  that  we  intend  neither  to  affift  the  Auftrians,  n« 
^  puniffa  ihe  Spaniards ;  fince  we  have  in  a  gvcTUt  meafure  difaUel 
ourfeWes  from  either  by  the  neutrality  which  Captain  Mardn  i$  IM 
|o  have  granted,  and  by  vriiich  wt  have  aUowtd  an  afylum  both  to 
the  tioops  of  Spain,  which  (hall  Hy  before  the  Auftrians,  and  tiie 
|tfivateers  wUch  ibail  be  chafed  by  our  ibips  in  tfie  Medkenanean. 
' '  .    ^  "  "       '  ^      *      •  •  I,ni 
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•.  Isim'ttiaiefeee*€Qrtriae«],  my  Lords,  that  our  ddigfis  tre  not  Aidi 
«' Aejr  ateieprefenteil,  or  that  they  witt  not  be  aecompliihed  by  tho 
neafiires  taken.  I  am  convinced  in  a  particular  manner^  that  tho 
oroc^  of  Hsnover  can  be  of  no  ufe,  and  that  they  wxU  raife  the  reient-- 
nent  of  die  nation  already  overwhelmed  widi  rnineceflary  burthena* 
It  know  likewife,  tbat  they  have  bden  taken  into  pay  without  tho^ 
coofimt  of  the  Senate,  and  am  convinced,  that  if  no  other  objection 
could  be  raiftd,  we  ought  not  to  ratify  a  treaty  which  the  Crowit 
h»  onide,  witbout^laying  it  before  us  in  the  ufual  manner.  I  need 
not  Aerefere  inform  your  Lord&ipa,  diat  I  think  the  motion  now 
■nder  your  confideration  nccefiary  and  juft  j  and  that  I  hope,  upon  an 
attentive  examination  of  the  reafons  vdiicfa  have  been  ofiered,  youf 
LofUfllips  will  concur  in  it  with  that  unanimity  which  evidence  ought 
to  dufarce^  and  that  zeal  which  ought  to  be  excited  by  pubiie 


To  which  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  made  anfwcr  totke  following 
porport  :^My  Lords,  I  know  not  by  what  iasaginary  appearancea 
«f  poUic  danger  the  noble  Lord  is  fe  much  alarmed,  nor  what  fears^ 
diey  ffe  wfaicb  he  endeavours  wid^  k  muck  art  and  aseal  to  comnm^ 
lucate  to  this  Afiembly.  For  my  part,  I  can  upon  the  m€>ft  atte»« 
^ive  furvey  of  our  affairs,  difcover  nothing  to  be  feared  but  calum* 
ides  and  mifrepfefentattons  (  and  thefe  I  Audi  henceforward  think 
9iOre  formidable,  fmce  they  have  been  able  to  impofe  upon  an  un-« 
derftaadiog  fo  penetrating  as  tbat  of  his  Lordibip's,  and  have  pre> 
vailed  upon  him  to  believe  what  is  not  only  falfe^  but  without  the: 
appearance  of  truths  and  to  believe  it  fo  firmly,  as  to  aflert  it  to 
your  Lord^Hps. 

One  of  the  hS^  which  he  haf  thus  ifnplicitiy  received,  and  thus: 
pKbUcly  meptionadt  is  the  neutrality  fuppofed  to  have  been  gr^ited- 
m  the  King  of  Skfly,  frcto  which  bo  has  amufed  himfelf  and  your 
Lordtfhips  with  deducing  vdry  dcftruAive'COBfequeneeis,  that  perhaps: 
lIcoA  n6t  to  be  aUowtd  htm  eveh  upon  iuppofidon  of  the  neutrality ; 
but  wbicb  need  not  now  be  di(|>ute4  becaufe  no  neutrality  has  been 
gviited*  Captain- Martin,  vfhen  he  trei^ed  with  the  King,  very 
cautiouily  declined  any  declarations  of  the  intentions  of  the  BritijQv 
Goriit  oittfaat  partjcular,  and  confined  himfelf  to  the  fubjed  of  his 
neffiige,  without  giving  any  reafi>a  for  hope,  or  defpair  of  a  neutra- 
lity. So^  that  if  it  iiall  be  thought  neceiTary,  we  are  this  hour  at 
Uicfty  t»decbre  wv  againft  the  King  of  Sicily^  and  n»y  purfue* 

'        '  the 
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Ae  Spaniards  With  the  (aitie  freedom  on  his  coalb  wtm  thofe^^Bf 
other  power,  and  prohibit  any  affiftance  fffooi  being  J^vcAlqr  him 
to  their  armies  in  Italy.  .       -^^r 

His  Lordfhip's  notion  of  the  interpofition  of  the  King  of  Pnt£k 
in  the  King's  favour,  is  another  phantom  rai&d  by  calumny  to  ter« 
rify  credulity;  a  phantom  which  will,  I  hope,  be  entirely  dtffipated^ 
when  I  have  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  whole  fufpicion  is  witfaoot 
foundation,  and  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  has  made  no 'declaration  of 
any  defign  tofupport  the  King,  or  of  oppoiing  us  in  die  performance 
of  our  treaties.  This  Prince,  my  Lords,  however  powerful,  adxve 
or  ambitious,  appears  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  acquifitions,  and  wiUai^ 
to  reft  in  an  inofFeniive  neutrality. 

Such,  my  Lords,  and  fo  remote  from  truth  are  the  reprefentttioai 
which  the  enemies  of  the  Government  have  with  great  zeal  and  ia*- 
duftry  fcattered  over  the  nation,  and  by  which  they .  have  endeairoured 
la  obviate  thofe  fchemes  which  they  would  (tern  to  favour ;  for  by 
finking  the  nation  to  adefpair  of  attaining  thofe  ends  whidi  tbey 
declare  at  the  fame  time  necefTary  not  only  to  our  happinefs,  but  to 
eur  prefervation,  what  do  they  lefs  than. tell  us,  that  wemuftbe 
content  to  look  unaSive  on  the  calamities  that  approach  us,  and  pR»» 
pare  to  be  cruihed  by  that  ruin  which  we  cannot  prevent  i 

From  this  cold  dejedion,  my  Lords,  arifes  that  deTpatr  which  lb 
many  Lords  have  exprefled  of  prevailing  upon  the  Dutch  to  tfniae 
with  us.  The  determinations  of  that  people  are  indeed  always  8o#, 
and  the  rcafon  of  their  flownefs  has  been -already  given}  but  I  am 
itiformed,  that  the  general  fpirit  which  now  reigris  among  tli^ni,'  h 
likely  foon  to  over-rule  the  particular  interefls  of  fiagk  provmcea, 
and  can  produce  letters  by  which  it'wiH  appear^  tbac  had  onljr  ^one 
town  oppofed  thofe  meafures  to  ^hicb-|beir  coacornBaoe  ir  now 
folicited,  it  had  been  long  final  o9iev^fuled$  for  tbora  wane  jmt 
among  them  men  equally  e|ipdteM>^  ^f  the  magnanimity  and  fitnft-. 
nefs  of  the  Queen  of  Hungaryi«i0||iisftly  ^Maloas  far^tbe  general 'jppad 
of  mankind,  equally  zealous  ftr  the  liberties  of  Bucope,  and  wytdlly 
convinced  of  the  perfidy,  die  andKtioq|  and  the  ixAimot^  FnatCk^ 
with  any  Lord  in  this  Afiemblyu  *•  •  .  .•»  - . 

Thefe  men,  my  Lords,  have-  long  end^vovred  •  t»cx^afe  iktir 
country  from  the  floth  of  avarice^  and  the  IkiQibar  of  tmrnpiiUllgpiclD 
a  generous  and  extenfive  regard  for  the  univerlal  happineft  of -nia»« 
kind  ;  and  are  now  labouring  in  the  general  AfieipUy  tQ  communis 

cate 
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cal&liHir  aidodr  wkli  which  thej  are  themfelvcs  inflamed,  and  to  ex- 
«toa  ihat.zeal  fer  public,  fiuthy  of  which  dieir  fuperior  knowledge 
ihews  them  the  neceffity. 

ft  has  been  indeed  infinuated,  that  dl  their  confultations  tend  onlf 
to  place  garrilbns  in  thofe  towns  from  which  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
has  withdrawn  her  forces ;  but  this  fuppofition,  my  Lords,  as  it  is 
widiotit  any  fu^pport  from  fa£b»  is  likewife  without  probability.  For 
to  garriibn  the  barrier  towns,  requires  no  previous  debates  nor  deti^ 
fcendons ;  fince  it  never  was  opp^fed  even  by  tbofe  by  whom  the 
affiftance  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  has  been  moft  retarded.  Nor 
luure  even  the  deputies  of  Dort,  whofe.obftinacy  has  been  moft  re« 
markaUe,  denied  the  neceiSty  of  fecuring  the  confines  of  their 
coaodry,  by  pollefling  with  their  own  troops  thofe  places  which  the 
Auftrians  are  obliged  to  forfake.  Their  prefent  difputes,  my  Lords, 
muftbe  therefore  on  fome  other  queftion;  and  what  queftion  can  be 
now  before  them  which  can  produce  any  difficulties,  but  that  which 
jp^ards  die  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  San£tion  7 

If  &efe  deliberations  Ihould  be  fo  far  influenced  by  the  arrival  of 
ahe  army  in  the  pay  of  Britain,  as  to  end  in  a  refolution  to  fend  a 
Ittficient  number  of  forces  into  Germany,  it  will  not  be  denied^ 
tiiat  the  troops  which  give  occafion  for  this  debate,  have  really  been 
vfeliii  to  the  common  caufe ;  nor  will  bis  Majefty  lofe  the  affc^ons 
«f  any  of  his  fubjeds,  by  the  falie  accounts  which  have  been  fpread 
tf  an,iavidious  preference  giVen  to  the  troops  of  Hanover. 

That  every  Government  ought  to  endeavour  to  gain  the  efteem 
and  confidence  of  the  people,  I  fuppofe  we  are  all  equally  con- 
Tinced;  but  I,  for  my  part,  am  very  far  from  thinking  that  meafures 
eoght  only  to  be  purfued  or  rejected,  as  they  are  immediately  fa- 
Toured  or  diiUked  by  the  populace.  For  aa  they  cannot  know  either 
the  cades  or -the  end  of  public  tranfaflions,  they  can  judge  only 
from  ialfaidous^  appearances,  or  tile,  information  6f  thofe  whofe  in- 
ancft  it  may  poiiaps  be  to  lead  tfiem  away  firom  the  truth.  That 
Monarch  will  be  moft  certainty  and  moft  permanently  popular,,  who 
ftndily  pnrfiiea  the  good  of  his*  people,  even  in  oppofition  to  dieir  owa 
prgudtcea  and  clamours ;  who  difregards  calumnies,  which,  though 
they  may  prevail  for  a  day,  time  will  fufficiently  confute,  and  flights 
ehjegHom  wfaidi  he  knows  may  be  anfwered^  aud  anfwered  beyond 
sepiy. 

Such^ 
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Sach,  my'Lords,  are  thedsjcffions  vfhkh  luve  been  kk^ito  nUel 
againft  the  troops  of  timover,  of  .which  many  arife  from  ignQra^ce, 
and  many  from  prqudice  i  and  fome  may  be  fuppoTed  to  be  .maife 
Only  Cor  the  fake  of  giving  way  to  invedtv^s,  and  iodujgipg  a  ipc^a- 
but  inclination.of  fpeaking  contesiptuoufly  of  Hanoyer. 
^  With  this  view,  my  Lords,  it  has  been  aiked^  why  ihe  liaiiofe- 
lians  are  preferred  to  all  other  nations  ?  Why  tbey  have  been  fble&ed 
from  all  other  troops,  to  fight  againft  France  tbe^  caofe  of  £uropef 
Theyiweve  chofen,  my  Lords^  becaufe  they  were  moft  eafily^toibe 
procured*  .  Of  the  other  nations  from  whom  forces  have  uiniiy 
been  hired,  ibme  were  engaged  in  the  care  of  protefiing,  or  the 
defignof  extending  their  own  dominions,  and  others  bad  no  troopi 
kvied,  nor  cooki  therefore  furnifli  them  with  fpeed  eiiough  for  the 
exigence  that  demanded  th^m. 

•  It  has  been  afkedwith  an  air  of  triumph,  as  a  qneftion  to  which 
Boanfwer  coidd.be  given,  why  an  equal  ntunber  of  £ritons  was  not 
fent,  fince  their  valour  might  be  efteemed  at  leaft  equal  to  that  of 
Hanoverians?  1  am  £ir,  my  Lords,. from  intending  to  dimijiiih.the 
fepuution  of  the  Britifli  courage,  or  detrad  from  that  praife  whiA 
has  been  gained  by  fuch  gsdlant  eoterprifes,  and  preferved  by  a  kng 
iucceffion. of  dangers,. and  of  vidories;  nor  do  I  exped:  that  any 
nation  will  ever  form  a  juft  claim  to  fuperiority.  The  roifiio, 
therefore,  jsiy  Lords,  for  which  .the  troopa  of  .Hanover  were  Jliced^ 
was  not  that  the  bravery  of  our  countrymen  was  doubted,  but.Aat 
the  tranfportatton  of  .fiich  numbers,  might  leave  us  naked  to  Ac  in- 
fiiltsof  an  enemy..  For  though  the  nobleLord  has.decbred^  that 
after  having  fent  fixteen  thoufand  into. Flanders,  .we  fliould.ftill  have 
refervedfor  our  defence  abodyof /evcn.thoiifande<}iial  to  that  which 
the  proteAion  of  diis  kingdom  was  intrufted  in  the  late  wir,.  his 
opitiion  will  upon  examination  be  ifound.to  have,  ar^n  only  from  the 
enumeration  of  the  names  of  .our  reg^ment!i,'many  of  whii:h.are 
fer  frombeing  complete,  and  fome  aknoft  .merely  nominal}  io.rbat 
perhaps  if  ajbody  of  ftxtjeen  thottfend  more  had  been  ient,..tbe^i^ 
would  not  have  remained  a?fin|^  regiment  to  have  xepqlhcd  the 
crew  of  a»y  <laring  privateer  .^t:ihouid  have  landed. to  burn  piur 
tillages,  and  ravage  the  defenceleft '  cou  nt ry . 

It  was^defifed,  my  Lords^  by -tbe^Q^ieen.  of  Hungary,  that  avBrittib 
army  might  appear  on  the  continent  in  her  favour,  for  flie  kficur 
^e  reputation  and  terror  of  our  arms ,  and  as  her  demand  was  equi- 
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taUe  ki  itfili^  and  lu^HDuxablc  to  the  mlion,  .it  vm  xontplied.witK; 
snd  as.maay  of  our  native  troops -were  feitt,  as  it  was  thought  can- 
TeiuQot  lo  fpftre,  the  reft  were  iieceiTarily  to  be  hired ;  and  it  is  the 
h\£nc&  of  .thofe  Lords  who  defend  .the  .motion,  to  ihew  .fionn 
(frhfinoe  tbs/jcouldrbe  called  more  psoperly  than  froaiiHanover. 

him  been  ufged .with  gmat  waantfa,  .that ithe  contra^  nasde  for 
thefe  troops  has  not  been  laid  before  the  Senate,  achavge  which  the 
<»l>le  terd  Who  ^kc  laft.butooe,  tesifliewn^to  be  ill  gtowded ;  ^ 
bccauTe  the. former  determinations  of  dhe  Senate  enabled  the. Crowyi 
IQ  ;gafriibn  the  frontier  towns  without  any  new  deliberations,  bift 
wbidi^-may  be.pethaps  more  fetisfe^orily  confuted  by  (hewing,  thjit 
itis^sccirfiition  of  negle&mg  that  which  was  in  reahQr  not  pa(- 
fiUe^tt)  be  pa-formed,  or  which  at  le^ft  could  npt  .be  performe4 
without  fubje^'i^  the  Government  to  imputations  yet  mipredMH 
g^rtus  than  thofe  vrhiCh  it  now  fufFers. 

Thejiccounts,  myiLords,  by  which  the  miaiftry  were  determined 
to  fend  the  army  into  Flanders,  arrived  .only  fifteen  days  before  the 
reeds  of  the  Senate  $  nor  .was  the  refolution  formed,  as  it  raay-eafilf 
•be  imagined,  till  feveral  days  after;  fo  that  there  was  very  ]it4c 
tine  br  fenatodal  jderrbrrations,  nor  was  it  perhaps  convenient  to 
puUtfli.at  that  tiiiie.tlte.wbok  fcfaeme.of  our.  defigns. 

But  let  us  fupfhofe,  my  Lords,  that  the  Senate  had  a  kw  days 

•Were  they  rofe  .befn  coafulted,  and  that  a  vote  of  credit  had  been 

toymd  to  trmiki  the  Cnown  to  hire  forces  during  the  interval  of  the 

AS^ns^  what  .wodyd. thole. by  whom  this  motion  is  fupported  have 

urged  againft  it  ?  Would  ihey .  not  with  great  appearance  of  reafon 

*kiye  idlrdged- the  impropriety  of  fuch  an  application. to  the  thin  re- 

ffi^im  fof  a  $Mate,  from  which  ^n)<^  ^all  thofe  bad  retired,  whom 

i^^oir  cmplpyiiieots  did  not  retain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Court  ? 

•'Would  it  n^t^  have  been  echoed  from  one  corner  of  thefe. kingdoms 

•lotanother,  that; the  miniftryhad  betrayed  their  country  by  a  con-> 

*.ttad  which. they  durft  not  lay  before  a  full  Senate,  and  of  whicji 

:Vicy '/would  trod  the  exapiination  only  to  thofe  whom  they  had  hired 

Uaapprove  it?  Would  not  this  have  been  generally  aflerted,  and 

generally  believed  ?  Would  not  thofe  who  diftingui&ed  thcmfelviss 

»isthe<)^onenisof  the  Court,  have  4irged^  that  the  King  ought  to 

i^rthi^  pFet^gative,  and  trufl  the  equity  of  the  Senate  for  the  ap- 

ff  robation  of  4iis  meaiiires,  and  the.  payment  of  the  troops  which  he 

'bad  retained  for  the.fupport  of  the  common  ^^ufe^  the  caufe  for 

which 
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whicfa  fe  miicfa  8«al  had  been  exprclled,  and  for  which  it  could  not 
-ivith  jiiftioe  be  fufpeded,  that  anjr  reafonable  demands  would  be 
dented?  Would  not  the  folicitation  of  a  grant  of  power  without 
limits,  to  be  exerted  wholly  at  the  difcretion  of  the  aaiaitry,  be  god'^ 
fiured  as  a  praeedent  of  the  utmoft  danger,  which  it  was  the  bufineft 
•f  every  man  4o  oppoliii  who  had  not  loft  all  regard  to  the  conftitii* 
tion  of  his  country  i 

Theft  inflnuatioiia,  my  Lords,  were  fiwefeen  and  allowed  by  Ac 
miniftry  to  be  ipeciouSy  and  therefore  they  determined  to  avoid  thn 
by  puffiiifig  their  .fchemes  at  their  own  hasard,  without  any  ote 
fecurity  than  the  confetoufiieft  of  the  reAitode  of  their  own  defigw } 
and  to  truft  to  the  equity  of  die  Senate  when  they  ihould  be  bid 
before  them,  at  a  time  when  part  of  their  efiuAa  ^nigbt  bedifco- 
irered,  and  when  therefore  no  ftlfe  repiefentatioaa  could  bedbdto 
miflead  their  judgment.  They  knew  die  seal  of  th^Cotanons  ibr 
the  great  caufe  of  univerfal  liberty  i  they  knew  that  their  metfinti 
had  no  other  tendency  than  the  promotton  of  that  canft,  and  ditre^ 
fore  they  co^ifidendy  formed  thofe  expedatians  which  have  necieu 
cdved  them,  that  the  pay  of  the  troops  would  be  readily  gnotsl^ 
and  ordered  them  therefore  to  march  i  tbou^  if  the  Commoos  hd 
difapproved  their  phn,  they  muft  have  retucned  into  their  own  coa» 
try,  or  have  been  fupported'  at  the  expenoe  of  dm  ekAonite. 

The  ob)e£H6nr  raifed  againft  thefe  troops,  have  apparently  bad  m 
influence  in  the  other  Houfe,  becaufe  fuppliea  have  been  gnod 
for  their  pay ;  and  I  believe  they  will,  upon  examination,  beloand 
by  your  Lordlhips  not  to  deferve  muck  regard. 

It  is  aflerted,  diat  they  cannot  z6t  agaitA  d»e  Emperor  eflaUiM 
and  acknowledged  by  the  diet,  widioutfufaje&iAg  their  coontry  to 
t(Tk  interdid;  and  it  was  therefore  fufpefied,  that  they  wouMio 
reality  be  of  no  ufe.  This  fufpicion,  my  Lorda,  I  fuppofe,  it  is 
now  not  neceflary  to  cenfure,  fince  you  have  heard  from  his  Majetj* 
that  they  are  preparing  to  march  ;  and  as  the  confequences  of  their 
conduct  can  only  afFed  the  eledorate,  its  propriety  or  legality  wiA 
regard  to  the  conftitudon  of  the  empire,  falls  not'properly  ante 
our  conftderation. 

How  his  Majefty's  meafures  may  be  defended,  even  in  this  viet* 
I  fuppofe  I  need  not  inform  any  of  this  Aflembly«  It  is  wdl  kno«a» 
that  the  Emperor  was  chofen  not  by  the  free  confent  of  the  <fiet^  ^ 
which  every  ele^or  voted  according  to  his  own  fenfe,  but  by  a  dif^ 
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iffwhich  ono  votife  of  the  empire  vas  fufpended  withoiKr  any  regard 
t»  law  or  jttftice,  and  in  which  the  reft  were  extorted  by  a  French 
anny,  which  threatened  immediate  ruin  to  him  who  ihould  fefufe  his 
cmieiit.  The  Emperor  thas  chofen,  was  likewtle  afterwards  recog-i^' 
Utacd  by  the  fame  powers,  UpM  the  (hme  motives,  and  the  aid  was 
gnmsed  as  the  votes  Were  ^ven  by'  tiie  iaiiKifloe  of  the  anmes'  of 
France. 

-« %For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  the  Qtteen  of  Hifngaiy  ftill  refofes  to 
gtue  die  £Ie£kor  of  Bavaria  the  ftile  and  honours  which  belong  to 
the  inspcrial  dignity  i  flie  confiderv  tht  Tfarotle  as  ftill  vac;lnt,  and 
foiaireft  limr  itfliouldbe  filled  by  an  uninfiuenced  eleAiotl. 
.  tit  has  beoa  oUerved,  nty  Lords,  that  his^  Majefty  gave  his  tote 
to.tbr  £leA(uro$;BiHFtria;  and  it  has  been  therefore  reprefented  as 
an  iteoflfiftency  4o  his-  condud;  diat  he  fliodd  make  war  againft 
him*  B«S,  mj^LosdSy  it  will  by  no  means  follow,  that  becaufe  he 
voted  for«hiffi,  hettiunfcs  hhn  lawfully  elefted,  nor  that  it  is  unjuft 
.  to  di^flefs,him  ^  thoughfit  is  n>be  obferved,  that  we  are  not  making 
1Mur«fto  dethrone,  ike  Emperor,  however  ele£ted,  but  to  fupport  the 
Iregmadc  8an£tio)A. 

-  This  obfervfttidn,  'though*  fomewhat  foreign  from  die  prefcnt  d^- 
tafe^  I  have  thought  it  nor  improper  to  lay  before  your  Lordftiips, 
that  no  fcruples  mighr  remain  in  the  moft  delicate  and  fcrupulous, 
aad-to  fiiew  that  the^gneafiffcsofhis  Majefty  cannot  be  juftly  charged 
%riib  iiiconfiftenc]!^ 

'But  this,'  my  Lords,  is  not  the  only,  nor  the  greateft  benefit  which 
fbe  Qt^n  of  Hungaiy-lunr  received  from  thefe  troops;  for  it  is 
bi^y  prababk^tHat'thr  fl^te^  wiH  be  induced  to  concur  in  the 
cmwflaoo«ca«fe^  wheri  they  find  that  they  are  not  mcited  to  a  moCk 
e»riftderacy,^^hen  th<fy  perceive  that  we  really  intend  toaift  vigo* 
foufly,  that  we  decline  neither  expence  nor  danger,  and  that  a  com- 
Minee  with  «tir  demands  will  not  expofe  them  to  ftand  alone  aild 
oueaffifttd  againft  the  power  of  France,  elated  by  fuccefs,  and  exaf- 
iMersted  by  oppofition. 

:  -If  this,  my  Loids,  ihould  be  the  confequence  of  our  meafures^ 
and  this  confequence  is  perhaps  not  &r  diftanr,  it  will  no  longer  be, 
(4Mpe,  flflerted,  that  thefe  mercenaries  are  an  ufelefs  burthen  to  the 
poton,  riiaf  they  are  of  no  advantage  to  the  common  caufe,  or 
fcat  die  people  have  been  betrayed  by  the  miniftry  into'  expenses, 
Ittrrfy  tliat  Hanover  might  be  enriched.  When  the  grand  anfedi^ 
VoLsU.  A  a  racy 
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racy  is  oncc.revivcd,  and,  revived  by  any  univerfal  conviftion  of  the 
deftru£live  meafures,  the  infatiable  ambition,  and  the  outrageous 
cruelty  of  the  French,  what  may  not  the  friends  of  liberty  prefumc 
toexpedl?  May  they  not  hope,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  haughty  troops 
which  have  been  fo  long  employed  in  conquefts  and  invafions,  that 
have  laid  wafle  the  neighbouring  countries  with  flau^hters  and  dc- 
vaftations,  will  be  foon  compelled  to  retire  to  their  own  frontiers, 
and  be  content  to  guard  the  verge  of  their  native  provinces?  May 
we  not  hope,  that  they  will  foon  be  driven  from  their  pofts ;  that 
ihey  will  be  forced  to  retreat  to  a  more  defenfible  ftation,  and  admit 
the  armies  of  their  enemies  into  their  dominions ;  and  that  they  will 
be  purfucd  from  fortrefs  to  for tre(s,  and  from  one  intrenchment  to 
another,  till  they  ihall  be  reduced  to  petition  for  peace,  and  purcbaie 
it  by  the  alienation  of  part  of  their  territories. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  yet  fafely  aflerted  that  the  Freocbi 
however  powerful,  are  not  invincible  j  that  their  armies  may  b« 
ileftroycd,  and  their  treafures  exhaufted ;  that  they  may  fherefoit  bi 
reduced  to  narrow  limits,  and  difabled  froi4  being  any  longer  the 
difturbers  of  the  peace  of  the  univerfe. 

It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  their  wealth  is  not  the  ptixlu<3 
of  their  own  country;  that  gold  is  not  dug  out  of  their  mounC^B^ 
or  rolled  down  their  rivers ;  but  that  it  is  gauned  by  an  extenfive 
^d  fuccefsful  commerce,  carried  on  In  aiany  parts  of  the  world,  to 
the  diminution  of  our  own.  It  is  known  likewife^  that  trade  caiiDOt 
be  continued  in  war,  without  the  protedion- of  naval  armameots; 
and  that  our  fleet  is  at  prefent  fuperio^ia  ftreogth  to  tbofe  of  tkc 
greateft  part  of  the  univerfe  united.  It  is  therefore  reafonablj  to 
be  hoped,  that  though  by  affifting  the  Houfe'of  Auftria  we  <M^ 
provoke  the  French  to  declare  war  againft  us,  their  hoftilities  wouW 
produce  none  of  thofe  calamities  which  feeai  to  be  dreaded  by  f^ 
of  this  AfTembly ;  and  that  ihould  a  confederacy  be  formed  as  roigk 
be  able  to  retort  all  the  machination^  of  Fraojce  upon  hei&lf,  ^ 
i  would  tear  her  provinces  from  her,  and  annex  them  to  o^ 
Sovereignties. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  no  fuch  fuccefs  can  be  expeftcd  fi:a»  ^ 
conduft  which  we  have  lately  purfued;  that  we,  who  are  thus  4tfi< 
the  refentment  of  the  moft  formidable  power  in  the  univcrfe».  ta'^ 
long  fuftered  ourfelves  to  be  infulted  by  an  eneiay  of  far  infef**^ 
force  ',  that  we  have  been  defeated  in  all  9ttr  efiWqpciifeS)  dfiA  Mvf  ^ 
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frtkat  appeared  to  defift  from  aay  defign  of  faoftilities  s  that  the 
Spaniards,  icarcely  perceive^  that  they  have  an  enemy,  or  feel  any  of 
the  caUmities  or  incbnveniencies  of  war  ^  and,  that  they  are  every 
day  enriched  with  the  plunder  of  3ritaia  without  dangeri   and  . 
without  labour. 

That  the  war  agalnft  Spain  has  not  hitherto  been  remarkably  fuc- 
ceisfuly  mtift  be  confefled ;  and  though  the  Spaniards  cannot  boaft  of 
any  other  advantages  than  the  defence  of  their  own  dominions^  yet 
they  may  perhaps  be  fomewhat  elated,  as  they  have  been  able  to  bold 
out  againft  an  enemy  fuperior  to  themfelves.  But,  my  Lords^  I  am 
fu*  from  beUeving,>  that  they  confider  the  war  againft-us  as  an  ad- 
vantage, or  that  they  do  not  lanient  it  as  one  of  the  heavieft  cala- 
mities that  could  &II  upon  them.  If  it  be  aflced,  in  what  part  of 
their  dominions  they  feel  any  effe£ls  of  our  hoftility,  I  fliall  anfwer 
with  great  confidence,  that  they  feel  them  in  every  part  which  is 
ezpofed  to  the  evils  of  a  naval  war ;  .that  they  are  in  pain  wherever: 
.  they  are  fenfible ;  that  they  are  wounded  wherever  they  are  not  ihel- 
tered  from  our  blows>  by  the  interpofition  of  the  nations  of  the 
continent. 

If  we  examine,  my  Lords^  the  influence  of  our  European  arma- 
metits,  we  flyall  find  that  their  fliips  of  war  are  (but  up  in  the  har- 
itour  of  France,  and  that  the  fleets  of  both  nations  are  happily 
Uocked  up  together,  fo  that  they  can  neither  extricate  each  other 
by  concerted  motions^  in  which  our  attention  might  be«^diftra&ed, 
and  our  force  divided,  nor  by  their  united  force  bteak  through  the 
•  bars  by  which  they  arc  fliut  up  from. the  ufe  of  the  ocean. 

Bnt  this,  my  Lords,  however  important  with  refpe£t  to  us,  is 
lieriiaps  the  fmalleft  inconvenience  which  the  Spaniards  feel  from  ouf 
fUtval  fuper iority.  They  have  an  army,  my  Lords,  in  Italy,  expofed 
to  all  tbe  miferics  of  fiuaine,  while  our  fleet  prohibits  the  tranfporta- 
tioA  of  thofe  provifions  which  have  been  &otM  in-  veflTcls  for;  their 
fupi^ly,  and  which  muft  be  probably  foon  made  defencelefs  by  the 
want  of  ammunition,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  without 
the  honour  of  a  battle. 

But  what  to  the  pride  of  a  Spaniard  mufl:  be  yet  a  more  fevere 
aOiSion,  ihey  have  on  the  fame  continent  a  natural  confederate, 
who  is  yet  fo  intimidated  by  the  Britifh  fleets,  that  he  dares  neither 
SkSotd  them  refuge  in  his  dominions,  nor  fend  his  troops  to  their 
•Aftaace.    The  Qtieen,  asvdft  all  the  fehemes  which  h^r  unbounded 
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ambition  forms  for  the  exaltation  of  her  &raily^  inh  her  own  fea, 
after  having  received  a  kingdom  from  her  kindnefs,  reftnined  ftom 
fupportin^  her,  and  reduced  to  preferve  thofe  territorica  which  flit 
has  beftowed  upon  him,  by  abandonbg  her  from  whoai  he  it* 
ceived  them. 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  inconveniencies  which  the  Spamards 
feel  from  our  fleets  in.  the  Mediterranean  ^  and  even  thefe,  however 
cipbarrafBng,  however  depieffing,  are  lighter  than  thofe  which  our 
American  navy  produces.  It  is  apparent,  that  money  is  equivalent 
to  ftrength,  a  propofition  of  which,  if  it  could  be  doubted,  the  Spanift 
Monarchy  would  afford  fufikrient  proof,  as  it  has  been  for  a  long 
time  fupported  only  by  the  power  of  riches.  It  is  therefore  impoC^ 
fiblt  to  weaken  Spain  more  fpecdily  or  mere  certainly,  than  by  in- 
tercepting or  obftruding  the  annual  fuppiies  of  gdd  and  (ilver  wbidi 
flic  receives  from  her  American  provinces,  by  which  flie  was  once 
enabled  to  threaten  flavery  to  ^11  the  neighbouring  nations,  and  in- 
cited to  begin,  with  the  fubje£Hon  of  this  ifland,  her  mighty  fcheme 
of  univerfal  monarchy,  and  by  which  Ac  has  (BU  continued  to  exik 
herfelf  to  an  equality  with  the  moft  powerful  nations,  to  ered  new 
kingdoms,  and  fet  at  defiance  the  Auftrian  power. 

Thcfe  fuppiies,  my  Lords,  are  now,  if  not  wholly,  yet  in  a  great 
ineafure  withheld  ;  and  by  all  the  efforts  which  the  Spaniards  now 
make,  they  are  exhaufting  their  vitals,  and  wafting  the  natural 
ftrength  of  their  native,  country.  While  xh'ey  made  war  with  a(J- 
ventitious  treafures,  and  only  fquandered  one  year  what  another 
would  repay  them,  it  was  not  eafy  to  forefee  how  long  their  pride 
would  incline  them  to  hold  out  againft  fuperior  ftrength.  While 
they  were  only  engaged  in  a  naval  war,  they  might  have  perfifM 
for  a  long  time  in  a  kind  of  paffive  obftinacy>  and  while  they  were 
engaged  in  no  foreign  enterprizes,  might  have  fupported  that  trade 
with  each  other  wAch  is  necefTary  for  the  fupport  ^f  Hie,  upon  the 
credit  of  thofe  treafures  which  are  annually  heapicd  up  in  their  fiorC' 
houfes,  though  they  are  not  received  j  and  by  which,  upon  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  all  their  debts  might  at  once  be  paid,  and  all 
their  funds  be  re-eftaUiftied. 

But  at  prefent,  my  Lords,  their  condition  is  hr  different;  Aej 
have  been  tempted  by  the  profpe£t  of  enlarging  their  dominions  to 
raife  armies  for  diftant  expeditions,  which  muft  be  fupported  in  a 
foreign  country,  and  can  be  fupported  only  by  regular  renaittances  of 

treafurc, 
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treafiire^  and  have  formed  diefe  prcjeds  at  a  time  when  the  means 
of  purfoing  them  are  cut  off.  They  have  by  one  war  increafed 
their  expences,  when  their  receipts  are  obftru£led  by  another. 

In  this  ftate,  my  Lords,  I  am  certain  the  Spaniards  are  very  far 
from  thinking  the  hoftility  of  Britain  merely  nominal,  and  from  en- 
quiring in  what  part  of  the  world  their  enemies  are  to  be  found. 
The  troops  in  Italy  fee  them  (ailing  in  triumph  over  the  Mcdicernu- 
nean,  intercepting  their  provifions,  and  prohibiting  thofe  fuccours* 
which  they  cxpeSed  from  their  confederate  of  Sicily.  In  Spain 
dieir  taxes  and  their  poverty,  poverty  which  every  day  increafes, 
nifbrm  diem,  that  the  ieas  of  Ameijca  are  polTefied  by  the  fleets  of 
Britun,  by  whom  their  mines  are  made  ufidefs,  and  their  wealthy 
dominions  reduced  to  an  empty  found.  • 

They  may,  indeed,  comfort  themfeWes  in  dieir  diftrefles  with  the 
advantages  which  their  troops  have  gained  over  the  King  of  Sardi^ 
nia,  and  with  the  entrance  wbidi  they  |have  forced  into  his  domi- 
nions i  but  this  can  afibrd  them  no  long  (atisfiaiftion,  iince  they  will 
probably  never  be  able  to  break  through  the  .pafles  at  which  they 
have  arrived,  or  to  force  Aeir  way  into  Italy;  and  muft  peri(h  at 
die  feet  of  inacceffiUe  rocks,  vriiere  they  are  now  fupported  at  fuch 
an  expence,  that  they  are  more  burthenibme  to  their  own  mafter, 
dian  tP  the  King  of  Sardinia. 

Of  this  Prince  I  know  nbt  why  it  has  been  aiierted,  that  he  will 
probably  violate  his  engagements  to  Britain  and  Auftria ;  that  he 
win  purchafe  peace  by  perfidy,  and  grant  a  paflage  to  the  army  of 
Spain.  His  condud  has  certainly  given  hitherto  no  reafon  for  fuch ' 
an  imputation ;  he  has  oppofed  them  with  fortitude  and  vigour,  and 
addrcfs ;  nor  has  he  failed  in  any  of  the  duties  required  of  a  general 
or  an  ally ;  he  has  expofed  his  perfon  to  the  moft  urgent  danger^, 
and  his  dominions  to  the  ravages  of  war ;  he  has  reji*«5)ed  all  the  fo- 
licitations  of  France,  and  fet  her  menaces  at  defiance  i  and  furely, 
my  Lords,  if  no  private  man  ought  to  be  cenfured  without  juft  rea- 
fon,  e*en  in  familiar  difcourfc,  we  ought  ftill  to  be  more  cautious 
ctf^  injuring  the  reputation  of  Princes  by  public  reproaches  in  the 
folemn  debates  of  national  AfTemblies. 

The  Cune  licentioufnefs  of  fpeech  has  not,  indeed,  been  extended 
tb  aH  the  Princes  mendoned  in  this  debate.  The  Emperor  has  been 
treated  with  remarkable  decency  as  the  lawful  Sovereign  of  Ger- 
Qianv,  as  one  who  cannot  be  oppofed  without  rebellion^  and  againfl 

A  a  3  whom 

Digitized  by  VjjOOQIC 


55*  0    B   B    AT    tf      Ci   W  "    [%t%.  f^ 

\^hom  we^btrefiire  canfiot  TtUft^  that  the  4fMt>s  df  HanoveF  flMXM 
prefttoie  toad,  fince  they  imift  ext^ofe  their  oount-ry  to  the  feverifie) 
of  the  imperial  interdld. 

.  The  noble  Lards  who  have  thus  ardently  aflerted  the  rights  of  the 
Emperor,  Who  have  reprefented  in  fuch  fktotig  language  the  crime  of 
violattag  ihe.  German  conilitutiofxSi  afidhave  comn^nded  the  neu-« 
trdty  of  the  King  of  Pm^,  a$.  proper  to  be  imitated  by  aH  the  rcA 
of  the  Princes  of  the  empirey  have  forgotten^  or  hoped  that  others 
vrould  forget,  the  injoftice  and  violence  by  which  he  exalted  himftlf 
to  the  Throne^  from  which  they  appear  to  think  it  tf  Ihcriiegious  tt" 
tempt  to  eflrieatour  to  tbruft  him  down*  They  fotget^  that  cMte  of 
the  votes  waa  illegally  fuf^xmiKi,  and  that  the  reft  irer«  eKtprtt}^  by 
the  terror  of  an  army.  They  Go^got,.  that  he  invited  the  French  inte^ 
th?  empire,  and  that  be  is  guilty  of  all  the  ravages  which  have  been 
committed  and  all  the  blood  that  has  been  (bed,  fince  the  death  of  ths 
Emperor,  in  the  defence  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanftion  which  he  invaded^ 
tbpfi^h  j;atified  by  the  folenm  conlent  of  the  imperial  diet. 

In  defcrtce  of  the  Pragmatic  SanOioii,  oiy^  Lords^  which  aH  ths 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  except  his  Majefty,  &w  violated  without  coa« 
earn,  are  we  now  required  to  ekert  our  force;  we  are  required  ooi; 
to  perform  what  we  promifed  by  the  moft  iblemn  treaties,  wfaicb) 
though  they  have  been  broken  by  the  cowardice  or  ambition  of  oAcr 
powers,  it  trill  be  our  gr^ateft  honour  to  obferve  with  exemplary 
fidelity. 

With  this  view,  as  your  L9rd(hips  have  already  been  informed, 
the  Hanoverian  troops  will  march  into  the  empire  5  nor  has  their 
march  been  hitherto  delayed,  either  becaufe  there  was  yet  no  regulai: 
fchcme  projedted,  or  becaufe  they  were  obliged  to  wait  for  the  per- 
tniffion  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  or  becaufe  they  intended  only  toaraafe 
Europe  with  an  empty  fliow-;  they  were  detained,  my  Lords,  in 
Flanders,  becaufe  it  was  believed,  that  they  were  more  ufcful  there 
than  they  would  be  in  any  other  place,  becaufe  they  at  once  en- 
couraged the  ftates,  alarmed  the  French,  defended  the  Low  Countries, 
and  kept  the  communication  open  between  the  Q^ieen's  dominions 
and  thofe  of  her  allies.  Nor  were  thefe  advantages,  niy  Lixds, 
chimerical,  and  fuch  as  are  only  fuggefted  by  a  warm  imaginaticm  j 
for  it  is  evident  that  by  keeping  their  ftation  in  thofe  C5untries,  they 
have  changed  the  ftate  of  the  war,  that  they  have  prote6had  the  Q«ccn 
of  Hungary  from  being  opprcfled  by  a  new  army  of  Frtnch,  and 
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given  her  an  opportunity  of  eftabliflimg  herfelf  in  the  poflfeffion  of 
Bavaria  ;  that  the  French  forces,  inftead  of  being  fent  either  to  the 
afiiftance  of  the  King  of  Spain  againft  the  King  of  Sardinia,  or  df 
the  Emperor,  for  the  recovery  of  thofe  donfiinions  which  he  has  loft 
by  an  implicit  confidence  in  their  alliance,  have  been  neceflarH^ 
drawn  down  to  the  oppofite  extremity  of  their  dominions,  where  th^y 
are  of  no  ufe  either  to  their  own  country,  or  to  their  confederates. 
The  united  troops  of  Britain  and  Hanover,  therefore,  carried  on  the 
war,  by  living  at  eafe  in  their  quarters  in  Flanders  more  eflicacioufly; 
than  if  they  had  marched  immediately  into  Bavaria  or  Bohemia. 

TTius,  my  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fliow  the  juftice  of  our 
defigns  and  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  meafures  by  which  we  have  endea- 
voured to  execute  them  ;  and  doubt  not,  but  your  Lordftips  will, 
upt>n  confidcring  the  argumepts  which  have  been  urged  on  cither  fide, 
and  thefe  which  your  own  refleftions  will  fuggeft,  allow  that  it  wai 
not  only  juft  but  neceffary  to  take  into  our  pay  the  troops  of  Hanover, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanation  and  the  prefervation  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  that  fince  the  fame  reafons  which  induced 
the  government  to  hire  them,*  ftill  make  it  neceflary  to  retain  them, 
you  will  prefer  the  general  happinefs  of  Europe,  the  obfervation*  of 
public  faith,  and  the  fecurity  of  our  own  liberties  and  thofe  of  our 
pofterity,  to  a  fmall  alleviation  of  our  prefent  expences,  and  unani- 
tnoufly  rejeft  a  motion,  which  has  no  other  tendency  than  to  rcfign 
the  world  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  purchafe  a  (hort  and 
dependent  tranquillity  by  the  lofs  of  all  thofe  bleffings  which  make 
life  defirable. 

Lord  LoNSDAtB  fpoke  next  to  the  following  cffeft  :— My  Lofds, 
Notvwthftanding  the  confidence  with  which  the  late  meafures  of  the  ^ 
government  have  been  defended  by  their  authors,  I  am  not  yet  fet 
free  from  ^e  fcruplcs  whiph  my  own  obfervations  had  raifed,  and 
which  have  been  ftrengthened  by  the  aflertions  of  thofe  noble  Lords, 
who  have  fpoken  in  vindication  of  the  motion. 

Man]j  of  the  objeSions  which  have  been  raifird  and  enforced  with 
all  the  power  of  argument,  have  yet  remained  unanfwered,  or  thofe 
anfwdVs  which  have  been  offered  are  fuch  as  leave  the  argument  in  its 
full  ftrength.  Many  of  the  aflertions  which  have  been  produced  leem 
the  cfFe£ls  of  hope  rather  than  conviction,  and  we  are  rather  told 
what  we  are  to  hope  from  future  meafures,  than  what  advantages  wo 
b^ve  received  from  the  paft. 

A  a  4  I  am,^ 
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I  am^  Mcidiy  OHO  of  tbofb  whom  it  will  be  difficult  to  conviace  of 
|hc  propriety  of  engaging  in  a  new  ii^ar»  when  we  are  unfucce&ful  to . 
that  which  we  have  already  undertaken,  and  of  f  rovoking  a  mpie 
pojvjeriul  enem^y,.  when  all  opr  attempts  are  bafiled  by  a  weaker  ^  9nd  >i 
caoopjt  yet  firt  myielf  free  from  the  apprehcnfion  of  new  defeats  aiid 
pew  difgraces  from  the  arms  of  France,  after  having  long  /c^n  how 
little  we  are  able  to  puniih  the  infolence  of  Spain.  1  cannot  but  fear 
that  by  an  ill-itimed  and  ufelefs  oppofuion  to  fcbemes,  whicb^  how* 
^ver  deftru£live  or  uquft,  we  cannot  obviate,  we  (hall  fubje&  our* 
felves  to  numberlefs  calamities,  that  the  ocean  will  be  covered  with 
|iew  fleets  of  privateers,  that  our  commerce  will  be  interruptied  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  and  that  we  fliall  only  provoke  France  to 
{ciz4  what  Oat  would  at  leafthave  fpared  fome  time  longer. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  it  be  granted,  that  the  Pragmatick  Sandiop  is 
pbligatory  to  us,  though  it  is  violated  by  every  other  power,  that  wc' 
fhould  labour  p  ricdMce  the  powers  of  Europe  to  an  eqi^ipoife,  when- 
ever accident  .or  folly  produces  any  alteration  of  the.  balances  and 
^at  we  ^e  now  uo|  to  preierve  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  from  falUog, 
l)ut  raifp  i(  from  the  duft,  and  reftore  i(  to  its  ancient  fplendor,  even 
fit  thje  haauird  of  a  war  with  that  power  which  now  gives  laws  to  all 
the  wpfternoations;  yejt  it  will  not  furely  be  aflerted,  that  we  ought 
to  be  without  limits,  that  we  ought  to  preferye  the  HouC^  of  Auf^a 
pot  oply  by  the  dan^ex  of  our  own  country,  but  by  t{s  certaifi  irutn, 
and  endeavpqr  (o  aycrt  th^  poffibility  of  (lav^ry  by  fubje£iing  OMrfelyei 
fo  mifcrjes  more  fevere  than  the  utmoft  arrogance  of  conqueft,  or  the 
moft  cruel  wantoonefs  of  tyranny,  would  infli(S  upon  us. 

}  have  obfecved,  that  m^ny  Lords  have  expre(Ied  in  this  debate  an 
pncommon  ardour  fof  the  fuppprt  of  the  Qjieen  of  Hungary ;  nor  is  it 
>vithout  pleafure,  that  I  fee  the  moft  laudable  of  all  motives,  juftice 
^nd  compafi^pn,  operate  in  this  great  AfTembly  with  fo  much  force* 
May  your  LofflQiips  always  continue  to  ftand  the  great  advocates  for 
public  faith,  and  the  patrons  of  true  greatnefs  in  diftrefs,  may 
piagnanjmity  always  gain  your  regard^  and  calamity  find  ihelter 
)inder  your  prote<Sbion.  * 

I  lil^ewife,  my  Lords,  defire  to  be  remembered  among  tfaoif  who 
feyerencc  ^e  viftues  and  pity  the  miferies  of  this  illuftrious  Princefs, 
who  look  wi^h  debellation  on  thofe  who  have  invaded  the  dominions 
yrhich  they  had  obliged  (hemfelves  by  folemn  treaties  to  defend,  and 
^ho  have  taken  advantage  of  the  general  confederacy  againft  her,  tq 
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rnikh  thenielTes  with  her  fpoils,  who  hare  infiilted  her  diftre6  and 
aggravated  her  misfortunes.  y     ' 

But)  my  Lords,  while  I  feel  all  thefe  fentiments  of  compaffion  for 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  forget,  that  my 
own  country  claims  a  nearer  regard  ;  that  I  am  obliged  both  b^  i«* 
tercft  and  duty  to  preferve  myfclf  and  my  poflerity,  and  my  fjellow«' 
fubjeds  from  thofe  miferies  which  I  lament ;  when  they  happen  to 
others,  however  diftant,  I  cannot  but  remember,  that  I  am  not  to 
iive  another  from  deftruSion  by  deftroying  myfelf,  nor  to  reficue 
Auftria  by  die  ruin  of  Briuin. 

Though  I  am  therefore,  my  Lords,  not  unwilling  to  affift  the 
Quoen  of  Hungary,  I  think  it  iiecefiary  to  fix  the  limits  of  our  re- 
gard, to  enquire  how  far  we  may  proceed  with  &fety,  and  what  ex- 
peaces  the  nation  cao  bear,  and  how  tho(e  expences  may  be  beft 
employed.  The  danger  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ought  not  to  have  ai^ 
tSeA  which  would  be  reproachful,  even  if  the  danger  was  our  own* 
It  ought  not  fo  far  to  engrofs  our  faculties  as  to  hinder  us  from  at- 
tending to  every  other  object.  The  man,  who  runs  into  a  greater 
evil  to  avoid  a  lefs,  evidently  ihews,  that  he  is  defedive  either  in 
prudence  or  In  courage,  that  either  he  wants  the  natural  power  of 
diftinguiihing,  or  that  his  dread  of  an  approaching,  or  bis  impatience 
of  a  preient  evil,  has  taken  it  away. 

Let  us  therefore  examine,  my  Lords,  the  meafuret  with  which 
tfao£e  who  are  intruded  with  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs, 
would  perfuade  us  to  concur,  and  enquire  whether  they  are.  fuch  as 
can  be  approved  by  us  without  danger  to  our  country.  Let  us  con- 
fider,  my  Lords,  yet  more  nearly,  whether  they  are  not  fuch  as  wo 
purfelves  could  npt  be  prevailed  upon  even  to  regard  as  the  ohjtSt  of 
^liberation,  were  we  not  dazzled  on  one  part  by  glaring  profpe£b  of 
triumphs  and  honours,  of  the  redudion  of  France,  and  the  refcue  of 
the  world,  of  the  propagation  of  liberty,  and  the  defence  of  religion/ 
ind  intimidated  on  the  other  by  the  view  of  approaching  calamities, 
lie  cruelties  of  pcrfccution,  and  the  hardfhips  of  flavery. 

All  the  arts  of  exaggeration,  my  Lords,  have  been  pradtifcd  to  rc- 
»>ncile  us  to  the  meafures  which  are  now  propofcd,  and  indeeii  all  are 
lecefiary :  for  the  expences  to  which  we  are  about  to  condemn  this 
lacioii  are  fuch  as  it  is  hot  able  to  bear,  and  to  which  no  Lord  in 
kip  Houfe  would  co(ifent  wer^  he  c^m  enough  to  ivimber  the  fums. 

To 
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To  prdve  the  truth  of  this  affertion,  one  queftion  i5  neccffary.  Is 
any  Lord  in  this  Affcmbly  willing  to  afiift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  at 
0je  expence  of  fijrtetn  hundred  thoufand  a  year  ?-*-!  think  the  uni- 
ferfal  fileAce  of  this  Aflembly  is  a  fufficient  proof,  that  no  one  h 
willing ;  1  will  however  repeat  my  queftion. — Is  any  Lord  in  this 
"AfienftMy  willing  that  this  Action  (hould  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
^t  At  annual  expence  of  (ixteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ? — The 
Hoafe  ky  JL^  1  expe(5led,  ftili  filent,  and  therefore  i  may  now  fafel; 
l^bcecd  up6n  the  fuppofition  6f  an  unanimous  negative.  Nor  does 
any  thing  remain  in  order  to  evince  the  impropriety  of  the  meafures 
which  wc  arc  about  to  purfue,  but  that  every  Lord  may  reckon  up 
the*  fatti  required  for  the  fupport  of  thofe  troc^.  Let  him  take  a  view 
of  our  mititary  cftimates,  and  he  will  quickly  be  convinced,  how 
fl1u^b*we  are  condemned  to  fuITer  in  this  caufe.  He  will  find,  that 
Hit  are  about  not  only  to  remit  yearly  into  a  foreign  country  moie 
tuti  a  miHion  and  a  half  of  money,  but  to  hazard  the  lives  of  multi- 
tudes of  6ur  fellow- fubjefls,  in  a  quarrel  which  at  moft  aiTecfls  us  bat 
Remotely 3  that  we  are  about  to  incur  as  auxiliaries  s^n  expence 
^eater  tha^  that  which  the  principals  fuftain. 

The  Aim  which  I  have  mentioned,  my  Lords,  enormous  as  it  may 
appear,  is  \>y  no  means  exaggerated  beyond  the  truth.  Whoever 
Ihall  examine  the  common  military  eftimates,  will  eafily  be  con*^ 
tinced,  that  the  forces  which  we  now  maintain  upon  tho  Continent 
Cannot  be  fupported  at  lefs  expence ;  and  that  we  are  therefore  aboat 
to  exhauft  our  country  in  a  diftant  quarrel,  and  to  lavi(h  our  bloodi 
and  treafurc  with  ufelefs  profufion. 

This  profufion,  my  Lords,  is  ufclcfs,  at  leaft  ufelefs  to  any  othct 
end,  than  an  oftentatious  difplay  of  our  forces,  and  our  riches  ;  not 
becaufe  the  balance  of  power  is  irrecoverably  deftroycd,  not  becaule 
it  is  contrary  to  the  natural  intereft  of  an  ifland  to  engage  in  wars  on 
the  continent,  nor  becaufe  we  Ihall  lofe  more  by  the  diminution  o( 
our  commerce,  than  we  fhall  gain  by  an  annual  viQory.  It  is  ufc- 
lefe,  not  becaufe  the  power  of  France  has  by  long  negligence  been 
iiiffered  to  fwell  beyond  all  oppofitlon,  nor  becaufe  the  Queen  of 
l^ungary  ought  not  to  be  afilfted  at  the  hazard  of  this  kingdooii 
though  all  thefe  feafons  are  of  importance  enough  to  claim  our  con- 
^deration.  It  is  ufelefs,  my  Lords,  becaufe  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
iilay  be  affifted  more  powerfully,  at  lefs  charge,  becaufe  a  third  part 
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of  tkis  futn  will  enable  her  to  raife,  and  to  maintain^  a  greater  hodf 
of  fAen  than  have  now  been  fent  her.  ^  * 

Nor  will  the  troops  which  fhe  may  be  thus  enabled  to  taife,  ttiy 
Lords,  be  only  more  numerous,  but  more  likely  to  profeCute  the  war 
whh  ardour  ;  and  to  conclude  it  therefore  with  fucceft.  Th6y  wilt 
fight  for  the  prefcrvaton  of  their  own  country,  they  wiB  draw  ihei^. 
iVirofds  to  defend  their  houfes  and  their  eftates,  their  wives  ahd  their 
chHdren  from  the  rage  of  tyrants  and  invaders  ;  they  will  enter  th$ 
^dd  as  men  who  cannot  leave  it  to  thelf  enemies  without  rcfigning 
all  that  makes  life  valuable  j  and  who  will  therefore  more  willirigly  dk 
^ti  turn  their  backs. 

It  may  reafortably  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  the  C^een  wlH 
|face  more  confidence  in  fuch  forces,  than  in  troops  which  are  ta 
fight  only  for  honour  or  for  pay ;  and  Ihat  fhe  will  expeft  froiii  thfe 
affe^on  of  her  own  fubjeds,  a  degree  of  zeal  and  conftancy  which 
(he  cannot  hope  to  excite  in  foreigners;  and  that  (he  tvill  think 
herftlf  more  fecure  in  the  proteftion  of  thofe  whofe  fidelity  (he  may 
&cure  hy  the  folemnity  of  an  oath,  than  th9re  who  have  no  particular 
regard  for  her  perfon^  nor  any  obligations  to  fupport  her.government* 

It  is  M  inconfiderable  motive  to  this  method  of  aflifting'our  ally, 
that  we  (hall  entirely  take  away  from  France  all  pretences  of  hof- 
cilities  or  refentment,  fince  we  Ihall  not  attack  her  troops  or  invade 
her  frontiers,  but  only  furnilh  the  Qaeen  of  Hungary  with  money, 
without  dire<^ng  h^r  how  to  apply  it".  I  am  far,  my.  Lords,  from 
being  fo  much  intimidated  by  the  late  increafe  of  the  French  great* 
oefsy  as  to  imagine^  that  no  limits  can  be  fet  to.  their  ambition.  I 
am  far  from  defpairing,  that  the  Queen  of  Hungary  alone  fupported 
by  lis  with  pecuniary  affiftance,  may  be  able  to  reduce  them  to 
felicitations  for  peace  by  ^riving  them  o\it  of  her  dominions,  and 
purfuing  them  into  their  own.  But  as  the  chance  of  war  is  always 
uncertain,  it  i$  furely  moft  prudent  to  chufe  fuch  a  conduf):  as  may 
estempt  us  from  danger  in  all  events ;  and  fince  we  are  not  certain  of 
conquering  die  French,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  moft  eligible  not  to 
|>rovoke  them^  becaufe  we  cannot  be  conquered  without  ruin. 

Xhis  method  is  yet  eligible  on  another  account ;  by  proceeding 
witf»  frugali^y,  wc  fcall  gain  time  to  obfervc  the  progrefs  of  the  war, 
and  watch  the  appearance  of  any  favourable  opportunity,  without  ex- 
baufting  ourfelves  fo  far  as  to  be  made  unable  to  improve  them. . 
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The  time,  my  Lords,  at  which  we  fbalLbe  thus  cihaiifld,at 
which  we  (hall  be  reduced  to  an  abfolute  inability  to  raifean  ann^or 
equip  a  fleet,  is  not  at  a  great  diftance.  If  our  late  profufionbefor 
a  fbort  time  continued,  we  (hall  quickly  have  drained  the  laft  refmifli 
of  the  wealth  of  our  country.  We  have  long  gone  on  from  year » 
year,  raifing  taxes  and  contracting  debts;  and  unlcfs  the  richeirf 
Britaun  are  abfolutely  unlimited,  muft  in  a  (hort  time  reduce  themi 
nothing.  Our  expences  are  not  all,  indeed,  equally  deftnifiiie} 
fome,  though  the  method  of  raifmg  them  be  vexatious  and  opprefiit^ 
do  not  o^uch  impovrri(h  the  nation,  becaufe  they  are  refunded  bjtk, 
extravagance  and  luxury  of  thofe  who  are  retained  in  the  pay  of  ik. 
Courts  but  foreign  wars  threaten  immediate  deftrudion,  fince ike 
money  that  is  (pent  in  diftai^t  countries  can  never  (all  back  into  in 
former  channels,  but  is  diffipated  on  the  continent  and  imcoTcr- 
ably  loft, 

When  this  confideration  is  prefent  to  jny  mind,  and  on  this  oco- 
(ion  no  man  who  has  any  regard  for  himfelf  or  his  pofterity  can  mk  • 
it,  I  cannot  but  think  with  horror  on  a  vote  by  which  (uch  prodigioil. 
Aims  are  wafted  into  another  region :  I  cannot  but  tremble  itth^ 
found  of  a  tax  for  the  fupport  of  a  foreign  war,  and  think  a  FidA: 
army  landed  on  our  coafts  not  much  more  to  be  dreaded  than  di^ 
annual  payment  to  which  we  appear  now  to  be  condemned, »! 
from  which  nothing  can  preferve  us  but  the  Addrefs  which  is  aPi 
propofed,  j 

By  wl^at  arguments  the  Commons  were  perfuaded,  or  by 
motives  incited  to  vote  a  fupply  for  the  fupport  of  this  mer( 
fprce,  I  have  not  yet  heard  ;  nor  as  a  Member  of  this  Hoafe, 
Lords,  was  it  hecQiTary  for  me  to  enquire.     Their  authority» 
mentioned  with  fo  much  folemnicy  on  this  occafion,  is  to  have 
influence  on  our  determinations.     If  they  are  miftaken,  it  is 
necefTary  for  us  to  enquire  with  uncommon  caution.    If  they 
corrupt,  it  is  more  neceflary  for  us  to  preferve  our  integrity.    If 
are  to  comply  blindly  with  their  d^cifions,  our  knowledge  or  e: 
ence  are  of  no  benefit  to  our  country,  we  only  wafte  time  in 
folemnities,  and  may  be  once  more  declared  ufelefs  to  the  paWi^ 

The  Commons,  my  Lord^,  do  not  imagine  themfelvcs,  nor 
}magined  by  the  nation,  to  conftitute  the  legiflature.     The 
when  any  uncommon  heat  prevails  in  the  other  Houfe,  dUhnrbs 
d9t>?(cs  ;in<l  over-niles  their  determinations,  have  been  long 
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tomed  to  expeft  redrefs  and  fepurity  from  our  calmer  counfels ;  and 
have  confidered  this  Houfe  as  the  place  where  reafon  and  juftice  may 
be  heard,  when  by  clamour  and  uproar  they  are  driven  from  the  other. 
Oa  Ais  occafion,  my  Lords,  every  Britain  fixes  his  eyes  updn  us, 
and  every  man  who  has  (agacity  enough  to  difcover  the  difmal  ap- 
proach of  public  poverty,  now  fupplicates  youf  Lordlhips,  by  agree- 
isig  to  this  Addrefs,  to  preferve  him  from  it. 

Then  the  Speaker  fpoke  to  the  following  purport  :-:-My  Lords, 
Having  very  attentively  obferved  the  whole  progrefs  of  this  important 
debate,  and  confidered  with  the  utmoft  impartiality  the  arguments 
which  have  been  made  ufe  of  on  each  fide*  I  cannot  think  the  quef- 
tioo  before  us  doubtful  or  difficult ;  and  hope  that  I  may  promote  a 
fpeeij  decifion  of  it  by  recapitulating  what  has  been  already  urged, 
that  the  debate  may  be  confidered  at  one  view,  and  by  adding  fome 
obfervations  which  have  arifen  to  my  own  thoughts  on  this  occafion* 

At  the  firfl  view  of  the  queftion  before  us  in  its  prefent  ilate,  no 
man  can  find  any  reafons  for  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  Addrefs  pro- 
posed. This  Houfe  is,  indeed,  yet  divided,  and  many  Lords  have 
'  ipoken  on  each  fide  with  great  force  and  with  great  addrefs;  but  the 
authority  of  the  other  Houfe,  added  to  the  numbers  which  have  al- 
ready declared  in  this  for  the  fupport  of  the  foreign  troops,  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  turn  the  balance,  in  the  opinion  of  any  man  who  contents 
himfelf  to  judge  by  the  firft  appearance  of  things  ;  and  mufl:  incline 
him  to  imagine  that  pofition  at  leafl  more  probable,  which  is  ratified 
by  the  determination  of  one  Houfe  and  yet  undecided  by  the  other. 

I  know>  my  Lords,  what  may  be  objeded  to  thefe  obfervations  on 
the  other  Houfe,  and  readily  agree  with  the  noble  Lord,  that  our  de- 
terminations ought  not  to  be  influenced  by  theirs.  But  on  this  occa- 
iion,  I  introduce  their  decliion  not  as  the  decres  of  legtflators,  but  as 
the  refult  of  the  confideration  of  wife  men  ;  and  in  this  fenfe  it  may  be 
no  lefs  reafonable  to  quote  the  determination  of  the  Commons,  tha^ 
to  introduce  the  opinion  of  any  private  man  whofe  knowledge  or  ex- 
perience give  his  opinion  a  claim  to  our  regard. 

Nor  do  I  mention  the  weight  of  authority  on  one  fide  as  fufficient 
to  influence  the  private  determination  of  any  in  this  great  Aflembly* 
It  is  the  privilege  and  the  duty  of  every  man,  who  poflefTes  a  feat  in' 
the  higheft  council  of  his  country,  to  make  ufe  of  his  own  eyes  and 
Ms  own  underfbnding,  to  reject  thofe  arguments  of  which  he  cannot 
£aJ  the  force,  whatever  efFe£l  they  may  have  upoiT  dthers,  ahd  to 
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fcience  but  his  own. 

Yet  though  we  are  by  no  means  to  fufFer  die  determinations  rf 
Other  men  to  reprefe  our  enquiries,  we  may  certainly  make  ufc  rf 
them  to  affift  them ;  we  may  very  properly  therefore  inquire  the  roF 
fons  that  induced  the.  other  Houfe  to  approve  thofe  bills  which 
brought  before  them,  fince  it  is  not  likely  that  their  coofent  was  (k^ 
tained  without  arguments,  at  leaft  probable,  though  they  are  not  H 
be  by  us  confidered  as  conclufive  upon  their  authority.  The  di^ 
advantage  which  the  public  receives  from  a  legiilature  foroicJct 
fbveral  diftind  powers,  i9^  that  all  laws  mufi  pafs  through  maoy  ddi- 
derations  of  ailemblies  independent  on  each  other,  of  which,  iftki 
one  be  agitated  by  fadi^n  i)r  diftra^d  by  divifions,  it  may  bebopli 
that  the  other  will  be  calm  and  united,  and  of  which  it  cao  hardly  k 
feared  that  they  can  at  any  time  concur  In  meafures  apparendj  k* 
firuAive  to  the  commonwealth. 

But  thefe  enquiries,  my  Lords,  however  proper  or  neccflarji  ait 
to  be  made  by  us  not  in  folemn  ailemblies,  but  in  our  private  c^ 
raflers ;  and  therefore!  {ball  not  now  lay  before  your  Lordihips  J«t 
I  have  beard  from  thofe  whom  I  have  confulted  for  the  lake  of  obiaift- 
ing  information  on  this  important  queftion,  or  ihall  at  leafi  notoV 
it  215  the  c^inion  of  the  Commons,  or  pretend  to  add  to  it  h;  '^ 
^uence  different  from  that  of  reafon  and  truth. 

The  arguments  which  have  been  offered  in  this  debate  for  4c**' 
lion,  are  indeed  fuch  as  do  not  make  any  uncommon  expedients  0 
cefTary,  they  will  not  drive  the  advocates  for  the  late  meafaK6tt»fa 
a  refuge  in  authority  inftead  of  reafon.  They  require,  in  laycpni 
only  to  be  confidered  with  a  calm  attention^  and  their  fcrcefriQiti 
jnediately  be  at  an  end. 

The  moil  plaufible  objedUon,  my  Lords,  is,  that  tbe  mitsAe^^ 
which  your  approbation  is  now  deiired,  were  concerted  and  e»ci4 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  $  and  it  is  therefore 
that  they  cannot  now  deierve  our  approbation,  becaiuiib  it  vis 
a(ked  at  the  proper  time. 

In  order  to  anfwer  this  objecElion,  my  LorxU^  it  is  necefiary  to 
itder  it  mere  diilinfily  than  thole  who  made  it  appear  to  kvfc 
^lat  we  R\ay  not  fuifer  ourfelves  to  confound  queftions  real 
perfonal,  to  miilake  one  object  for  another^  or  to  bf 
different  views; 
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That  the  confent  of  the  Senate  wa$  iQt  alked»  oiy  Lords,  fuppofin^ 
it  a  neg}ed»  and  a  ncglcdof  a  criminal  kind,'of  a  tendency  to  weakea 
our  authority  and  (hake  the  foundations  of  our  conftitution^  which  i$ 
chc  utmoft  that  tbe^noft  ardent  imagination,  or  the  moft  hyperbolical 
rhetoric  can  utter  or  fuggeft,  may  be  indeed  a  juft  reafon  for  inVedive 
againft  the  minifters,  but  is  of  no  force  if  urged  againft  the  ipeaiWes. 
To  take  auxiliaries  in  our  pay  a\ay  be  right,  though  it  might  be  wrox)^ 
to  hire  them  without  applying  to  the  Senate^  as  it  is  proper  tothrovr 
water  upon  a  fire,  though  it  was  conveyed  to  the  place  without  the 
leave  of  thofc  from  whofe  well  it  was  drawn^  or  over  whofe  ground 
it  was  carried. 

If  the  liberties  of  Europe  be  really  in  danger,  if  our  titties  ob^gp 
us  to  aiUft  the  Queen  of  Hungary  againft  the  invaders  of  ber  do- 
minions, if  the  ambition  of  France  requires  to  be  reprefied,  and  the 
powers  of  Germany  to  be  animated  againft  her  by  the  certain  profpcft 
of  a  vigorous  fupport,  I  cannot  difcover  the  propriety  of  this  moUoVp 
even  fuppofing  that  'we  have  not  found  from  the  niiniders  all  the 
reipec^  that  we  have  a  right  to  demand.  As  a  lawful  authority  oaf 
do  wrong,  Co  right  may  be  fometimes  done  by  -an  unlawful  powers 
and  furely,  though  ufurpation  ought  to  be  puniflied,  the  bctiefits  whida 
have  been  procured  by  it,  are  not  to  be  thrown  away.  We  may  re- 
tain  the  troops  that  have  been  hired,  if  they  are  ufeful,  though  we 
fiiould  cenfure  the  miniftry  for  taking  them  into  pay. 

But  the  motion  to  which  our  concurrence  is  now  required^  hz 
motion  by  which  we  are  to  punifli  ounfelves  for  the  crime  of  the 
minifters,  by  which  we  are  about  to  leave  ourfelvcs  defcncelefs,  be- 
caufe  we  have  been  armed  without  our  confent,  and  to  refi^  up 
all  our  rights  and  privileges  to  France,  becaufe  wp  fufpe<a,  that  they 
have  not  been  fufficiently  regarded  on  this  occafion  by  our  miniftecs.  • 

^Thofe  noble  Lords  who  have  dwelt  wkh  the  greateft  ardour  Qta 
this  omiiEon,  have  made  no  propofition  for  cenfuring  thoiA  wbojgi^ 
cbey  condemn  as  the  authors  of  it,  thoggh  this  ohjei^ipn  muft  tftfr 
mlfiatc  in  an  enquiry  into  their  conduit,  and  has  no  real  relation  )9 
ihe  true  quellion  now  before  us,  whiqh  is,  Whether  the  auxiliari^ 
be  of  at^y  i^fe  i  If  they  are  ufelefs,  they  o;<ght  to  be  difcharged  widw 
put  ax^y  other  reafi>n|  if  they  are  necefiary,  they  ought  to>be  retainedy 
whatever  cenfure  may  fall  upon  the  niintftry. 

I  zrxkf  ifideed,  far  from  thinking,  that  when  your  Lordl^^Jbfive 
lUfEcieiuly^  gxa mined  the  affair,  you  will  think j»>ur  pwUege^  iiw 
^  '  vaded. 
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Taded,  or  the  public  trepanned  by  artifice  into  expenfive  metTores ; 
fince  it  will  appear,  that  the  miniftry  in  reality  preferred  die  in<^ 
honeft  to  the  fafcft  methods  of  proceeding,  and  chofe  rather  to 
hazard  themfdves,  than  to  praftife  or  appear  to  praftife  any  fraud 
upon  their  country. 

When  it  was  refolved  in  council  to  take  the  troops  of  Hanover 
into  the  pay  of  Britain,  a  refolution  which,  as  your  Lordfhips  have 
already  been  informed,  was  made  only  a  few  days  before  the  Senate 
rofe,  it  was  natural  to  confider.  Whether  the  confent  of  the  Senate 
Ihould  not  be  demanded  ;  but  when  it  appeared  upon  reflection,^  that 
to  bring  an  affair  of  fo  great  importance  before  the  laft  remnant  of 
a  Houfe  of  Commons,  after  far  the  greater  part  had  retired  to  the 
care  of  their  own  aflfairs,  would  be  fufpe£ted  as  fraudulent,  and  might 
give  the  nation  reafon  to  fear,  that  fuch  meafures  were  intended  as- 
the  miniflers  were  afraid  of  laying  before  a  full  Senate.  It  was 
thought  more  proper  to  defer  the  application  to  the  next  feffion,  and 
to  venture  upon  the  meafures  that  were  formed,  upon  a  full  convic- 
tion of  dicir  neccffity. 

This  condud,  my  Lords,  was  exadly  conformable  to  the  demands 
of  tbofe,  by  whom  the  court  has  hitherto  been  oppofed,  and  who  have 
ilgnalized  themlelves  as  the  moft  watchful  gua/dians  of  liberty. 
Among  thefe  men,  votes  of  credit  have  never  been  mentioned  but 
with  detefbtion,  as  z&s  of  implicit  confidence,  by  which  the  riches 
.  of  the  nation  are  thrown  down  at  the  feet  of  the  miniftry  to  be 
fquandered  at  pleafure.  When  it  has  been  urged,  that  emergencies 
may  arife,  during  the  recefs  of  the  Senate,  which  may  produce  a 
neceffity  of  expences,  and  that  therefore  fome  credit  ought  to  be  given 
which  may  enable  the  crown  to  provide  againft  accidents,  it  has 
been  anfwered,  that  the  expences  which  are  incurred  during  the  re- 
cefs of  the  Senate,  will  be  either  neceilary  or  not ;  that  if  they  are 
sieceflary,  the  miniftry  have  no  reafon  to  diftruft  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate,  but  if  they  are  ufelefs,  they  ought  not  to  expcGt  it.  And 
that,  inftead  of  defiring  to  be  exempted  from  any  fubfequent  ceAfure% 
and  to  be  fecured  in  exaSions  or  prodigality  by  a  previous  vote,  thif 
ought  willingly  to  admioifter  the  public  aflairs  at  dieir  own  hazaid, 
■and  await  the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  when  the  time  fliall  come,  in 
which  their  proceedings  are  laid  before  it. 

Such  have  hitherto  been  the  fentiments  of  the  moft  zealous  advo* 
cates  fyr  the  rights  of  the  people^  nor  did  I  expeft  from  any  man 

who 
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wbo  ifiStPmi  to  appear  Sinder  thajt  charafier,  that  he  would  cenfure 
tb€  miniftry  for  having  thrown  themfelves  upon  the  judgment  of  the 
ikflj^i^s  a^d  negie(Slcd  to  iecurc  thenofdves  by  any  previous  applica- 
tions, for  having  trufted  in  their  own  integrity^  and  expofed  thei,r 
€€mdiii£l  to  an  epcA  examinatioa  without  fubterfiiges  and  without 
prec«utK>ns,  I  did  not  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  a  Senate,  upon 
Whoie  deciii0f»  all  the  meafures  which  have  been  taken,  fo  apparently 
depend,  would  have  been  ftiled  a  Senate  convened  only  to  regiftqr 
^  diHernitnations  of  the  miniftry ;  or  that  any  of  your  Lordfhipt 
would  think  his  privtleiges  dtminiihed,  becaufe  money  was  not  de« 
ouifid^  before  the  ufe  of  it  was  fully  known. 

If  we  lay  afide,  my  Lords^  all  enquiries  into  prettdents,  and, 
WithaaC  ngard  to  any  political,  confiderations,  examine  this  ai&ir 
only  by  the  light  of  reafon,  it  will  fuxely  appear,  that  the  miniftry 
could  not,  by  any  other  method  of  proceeding,  have  ihewn  equal  re-^ 
gard  to  the  Sen^e,  or  equal  confidence  in  their  juftice  and  the|r 
wifdota.  Had  they  defired  a  vote  of  credit,  it  might  have  been  juftly 
ch}9&aif  that  they  required  to  be  trufted  with  the  public  money, 
without  declaring*  or  being  able  to  declare,  how  it  was  to  be  etn« 
ployed  i  that  either  they  queftioned  the  wifdom  or  honefty  of  th^ 
Senate  i  and  therefore  durft  undertake  nothing,  till  they  were  fecure 
of  the  fupplies  -neeciTary  for  the  execution  of  it^  Had  they  informed 
both  Houfes  of  thek  whole  fcheme,  they  might  have  been  ftlll  chargedf 
and  charged  with  great  appearance  of  juftice,  with  having  preferred 
their  own  fafcty  to  that  of  the  public,  and  having  rather  difirovered 
their  deiigns  to  the  enemy,  than  trufted  to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  ; 
nor  could  any  excuie  have  been  made  for  a  conduit  fo  contrary  to  all 
the  rukr  of  war,  but  fuch  as  muft  have  diftionoured  either  the  mi- 
Bifters  or  the  Senate,  fuch  as  muft  have  implied,  either  that  the  mea- 
(iires  intended,  were  unworthy  of  approbation,  pr  that  they  were  b/ 
00  means  certain,  that  even  the  bcfl  condu£l  would  not  be  cf  nfured, 

Theie  objedioQS  they /orefaw,  and  allowed  to  be  valid  ^ .  and  therf* 
fore  generoufly  detennined  to  purfue  the  end  which  every  nian  was 
{(ippofid  to  approve,  by  the  beft  meant  which  they  could  difcover, 
and  to  refer  their  condu<ft  to  a  full  Senate,  in  which  they  did  not 
doubt  but  their  integrity,  and  perhaps  their  fuocei^,  would  ^&nd  them 
Ytodicatorf •  Inftead  of  applying,  therefore^  to  the  remains  of  the 
Commons,  a  few. days  before  the  general  reccfsj  inftead  of  aft^mbling 
tbcir  frtendr  by'  privau  intim^tionV  ^^  ^  ^^^^  w^D  moft  of  thofe^. 
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from  whom  they  might  have  dreaded  oppofition,  had  retired^  they 
determined  tp  attempt,  at  their  own  hazard,  whatever  they  judged 
necefiary  for  the  promotion  of  the  common  ciufe,  and  to  refer  their 
meafures  to  the  Senate,  when  it  ihould  be  again  aflembled. 

The  manner  in  which  one  of  the  noble  Lords,  who  have  fpcdoeii 
in  fupport  of  the  Addrefs,  has  thought  it  necefiary  that  diey  fluyuM 
have  applied  to  us,  is  indeed  fomewhat  extraordinary,  fuch  as  is 
certainly  without  precedent,  and  fuch  as  is  not  very  coni^ent  with 
the  conftituent  rights  of  the  different  powers  of  the  iegiflature.  His 
Lordfttip  has  been  pleafed  to  remark,  that  the  crown  has  entered  iitfo 
a  treaty,  and  to  afk  why  feat  treaty  was  not  prcvioufly  laid  before  die 
Senate  for  its  approbation  ? 

I  know  not,  my  Lords,  with  what  propriety  this  contraftfortte 
troops  of  Hanover  can  be  termed  a  treaty.  It  is  well  known»  that 
no  power  in  this  kingdom  can  enter  into  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  ftate 
except  the  King ;  and  it  is  equally  certain,  that,  with  regard  to  Ha- 
nover, the  fame  right  is  limited  to  the  Ele£tor.  This  treaty  there- 
fore, my  Lords,  is  a  treaty  of  the  ikme  perfon  with  himfelf^  a  treaty 
of  which  the  two  counterparts  are  to  receive  their  ratification  from 
being  figned  with  the  fame  hand.  This  furely  is  a  treaty  of  a  new 
kind,  fuch  as  no  national  allembly  has  yet  confidered.  Had  any 
other  power  of  Britain  than  its  King,  or  in  Hanover  any  other  than 
the  Eledor,  the  right  of  entering  into  public  engagements^  a  trea^ 
might  have  been  made ;  but  as  the  conftitution  of  boA  nations  is 
formed,  the  treaty  is  merely  chimerical  and  abfolutely  impoffible. 
Had  fuch  a  treaty,  as  is  thus  vainly  imagined,  been  really  made, 

'  it  would  yet  be  as  inconiiftent  with  the  fundamental  eftabli(kment  of 
the  empir(i,  to  require  that  before  it  was  ratified,  it  fliould  have  been 
laid  before  the  Senate.  To  make  treaties,  as  to  make  war,  is  die 
acknowledged  and  eftabliihed  prerogative  of  the  crown.  When  war 
is  declared,  the  Senate  is  indeed  to  confider,  whether  it  ought  to  be 

"carried  on  at  the  cxpcnce  of  the  nation  ;  und  if  treaties  require  any 
fupplies  to  put  them  in  execution,,  t)^ey  likewtfe  fall  properly  at  dtat 
time  under  fenatorial*  cognifance  :  but'  to  require  that  treaties  fluA 
not  be  tfanfaSed  without  ^  previous  concurrence,  is  almoft  to  an- 
nihilate the  power  of  the  crown^.  and  to  expofe  all  our  defigos  to  the 

■  oppofition  of  our  enemies,  before  they  can  be  coa}|deted.* 

If  therefore  the  troops  of  Hanover  can  be  of  ufe  for  the  per« 
formanceof  our  fiipalations,  if  they  can  contributa  to  the  fupport 

of 
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of  the  Hoofe  of  Auftria,.  the  miniftry  capnot,  10  my  opioion,  be 
ceiifured  for  having  taken  them  into  Britifli  pa/;  nor  can  we  r^ufe 
our  concurrence  with  the  Commons  in  providing  for  their  fup- 
port,  tinlefs  it  fhall  appear^  that  the  defign  for  v^hich  all  our  prepara* 
tions  have  been  made^  is  fuch  as  cannot  be  executed^  or  fucfa  as  ought 
not  to  be  purfucd.  ; 

Several  arguments  have  been  offered  to  prove  both  thefe  pofitions  % 
one  noble  Lord  has  aflerted,  that  it  is  hy  no  means  for  the  advantage 
cither  of  oorfelves  or  any  other  nation,  to'reftorc  the  Houfc  of  Auftria 
to  its  ancient  elevation ;  another,  that  it  is  by  the  imperial  cotiftitu- 
tions  unlawful  for  any  of  the  princes  of  Germany  to  make  war  upon 
the  Emperor  folcmnly  acknowledged  by  the  Diet.  They  have  en* 
deavoured  to  intimidate  us,  by  turning  our  view  to  the  difficulties  by 
ivhich  our  attempts  are  obftru£bd  i  difficulties  which  they  afFeA  to 
reprefent  as  infuperable^  at  leafl  to  this  nation  in  its  prefent  ftate. 
Widk  this  defign,  my  Lords,  has  the  greatnefs  of  the  French  power 
been  exaggerated,  the  faith  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  queftioned, 
and  the  King  of  Pruffia  reprefented  as  determined  to  fupport  the 
pretenfions  of  the  Emperor  |  with  this  view  has  our  natural  ftrength 
been  depreciated,  and  all  our  meafures  and  hopes  have  been  ridi- 
culed, with  wantonneb,  oot  very  confident  with  the  character  of  a 
Britilh  pauiot. 

Moft  of  thefc  arguments,  my  Lords,  have  been  already  anfwercd, 
and  anfwered  in  fuch  a  manner  as  has,  I  believe,  not  failed  of  con- 
vincing every  Lord  of  their  infufficiency,  unleft  perhaps  thofe  are 
to  be  excepted  by  whom  they  were  offered.  It  has  with  great  pro- 
priety been  obferved,  that  the  inconfiftcncy  imputed  to  his  Majefty 
io  oppofing  the  Emperor  for  whom  he  voted,  is  merely  imaginary  | 
fince  it  is  not  a  necellary  confequence,  that  he  for  whom  he  voted 
is  therefore  lawfully  elefted^  and  becaufe  his  Majefty  does  not 
engage  in  this  war  for  the  (ake  of  dethroning  the  Emperor,  but  of 
fupporting  the  Pragmatic  San£iion ;  nor  does  he  oppofe  him  as  the 
bead  of  the  German  body,  but  as  the  invader  of  the  dominions  of 
Auftria* 

Widi  regaid  to  the  propriety  of  maintaining  the  Auftrian  family 
in  its  prefent  pofleffions,  and  of  raifing  it,  if  our  arms  fhould  be 
pro^rous,  to  its  ancient  greatnefs,  it  has  been  (hewn,  that  no  other 
power  is  able  to  defend  Europe  either  againft  the  Turks  on  one.part, 
or  the  French  on  the  other  ^  two  powers  equally  profiling  the  de- 
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ftruAive  intention  of  extending  their  domfnions  without  limits, 
ttni  of  trampling  upon  the  privileges  and  liberties  of  all  the  reft  oT 
mankind. 

^  It  has  been  fhewn^  that  the  general  fchemc  of  policy  uniformly 
porfoed  by  our  anceAor^  in  every  period  of  time,  fince  the  incrcafe 
of  the  French  greatnefs,  has  been  to  preferve  an  equipoife  of  power, 
by  which  all  the  finaller  Rates  are  preferred  in  fecurity.  It  is  apparent, 
that  by  this  fcheme  alone  can  the  happinefi  of  mankind  be  preferred^ 
and  that  no  other  family  but  that  of  Auftria  is  able  to  balance  tilt 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

This  equipoife  of  power  has  by  fome  Lords  been  imagined  an  airy 
fcheme,  a  pleafing  fpeculation  which,  however  it  may  amuife  the 
imagination,  can  never  be  reduced  to  pradrce.  It  has  been  ztkitcd, 
that  the  ftate  of  nations  is  always  variable,  that  dominion  is  every  day 
tranferred  by  ambition  or  by  cafualties,  that  inheritances  fall  by  want 
of  heirs  into  other  hands,  and  that  kingdoms  are  by  one  accident 
-  divided  at  one  time,  and  at  other  times  confolidated  by  a  different 
event ;  thfit  to  be  the  guardians  of  all  thofe,  wfaofe  credulity  or  ibBy 
may  betray  them  to  concur  with  the  ambition  of  an  artful  neighbour, 
and  to  promote  the  opprefRon  of  themfelves,  is  an  endlefs  tafk;  and 
that  to  obviate  all  the  accidents  by  which  provinces  may  change  their 
mafters,  is  an  undertaking  to  which  no  human  forefight  is  equal ; 
that  we  have  not  a  right  to  hinder  the  courfe  «f  fucceffion  for  our 
own  intercft,  nor  to  obftrud  thofe  eentrafts  which  independent 
princes  are  perfuaded  to  make,  however  eontrary  to  their  own  intew 
reft,  or  to  the  general  advantage  of  mankind.  And  it  has  been  eon^ 
eluded  by  thofe  reafoners,  that  we  Aould  (hew  the  hi^ft  degree  of 
wifdom,  and  the  truef^,.  though  not  the  moft  refined  policy,  by  at- 
tending fteadily  to  our  own  intcre§,  by  improving  the  diflenfions  of 
our  neighbours  to  our  own  advantage,  by  extending  our  commerce^ 
and  increafing  our  riches,  without  any  regard  to  the  happinds  or 
mifcry,  freedom  or  flavery  of  the  reft  of  mankind. 

I  believe  I  need  not  very  laborioufly  celled  arguments  to  prove  to 
your  Lordfhips,  that  this  fcheme  of  feliifli  negligence,  of  iupine 
iranqctilKty,  is  equally  imprudent  and  ungenerous  ;  fince  if  we  exa- 
mine the  hiftory  of  the'  laft  century,  we  (ball  eftfHy-difcover,.  tbat  if 
idus  nation  had  not  interpofed,  the  French  had  nowbeenmaftersof 
more  than  half  Europe  ^  and  it  cannot  be  imagined,  that  diey  wodd 
have  fuffered  us  tafet  them  at  defiance  in  Che  midft  of  theiir  great- 
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ae&>  flnt  tbey  vodd  kaf e  ^nred  us  out  of  tendsrnt&y  m  fbrborM 
to  attack  «s  out  cf  fear.  What  the  Spaniarck  attvmpttd,  though  un-» 
fcooeliAilly,  from  a  jnem  dtftant  part  of  the  world,  in  the  pride  of 
their  American  affluence,  would  ceruinly  have  been  once  more  eQ« 
deftfourcd  bjr  Franctf  wi A  &r  greater  advantages,  and  as  it  may  be 
ifnagtnedl,  with  a  dinevent  event. 

That  it  would  have  been  endeavoured,  cannot  be  doubted,  becauft 
the  endeavour  would  not  have  been  hazardous  j  by  once  debating 
our  fleet,  they  oiight  land  theic  forces,  which  might  be  wafted  over 
in  a  very  fiiort  time,  and  by  a  fmgle  vtttory  they  might  conquer  all 
the  ifland,  or  Chat  part  of  it  at  leaft  which  is  moft  worth  the  labour 
of  conqueft ;  and  though  tbey  IbouU  be  uniui^efaful,  they  couU 
fdSa  nothing  b«it  the  mortification  of  their  pride,  and  would  be  in  a 
Ihort  tiflM  enabled  to  make  a  new  attenipt*         ^ 

This,  my  Lords,  if  w^  could  preferve  our  liberty  in  the  generti 
CAjcQim  of  die  weftern  part  of  the  world,  we  (b^uld  do  it  only  by 
tamij^  our  iOand  into  a  garrifon,  by  laying  afide  all  other  employ* 
flient  than  the  ftudy  of  war,  and  by  making  it  our  only  care  to  watch 
ov  coaAs :  a  ftate  which  funly  ought  to  be  avoided  at  almoft  any 
eiqpcace  aod  at  any  haxaid. 

To  think  that  we  conU  extend  our  trade  or  increafe  our  riches  in 
tins  Hate  of  the  continent,  is  to  forget  the  efiiei^  of  univerfal  empire. 
The  French,  my  Lords,  would  then  be  in  poileffion  of  all  the  trade 
of  tbofe  provinces  wfakrh  flie  had  conquered,  they  would  be  mafters 
of  ail  their  ports  and  of  all  their  fhif^mig^  and  your  Lordfiiips  may 
oifily  conceive  widi  what  lecitrity  we  fliouki  venture  upon  the  ooean, 
in  a  fiotexf  irar,  when  aH  the  harbours  of  the  continent  afforded 
ibelter  to  our  enemies*  If  the  Frendi  privateers  from  a  few  obfcure 
oceks,  oarapported  by  a  Jeet  of  war,  or  at  leaft  ndt  fupported  by  a 
aiavj  equal  to  oar  own,  could  make  fach  devaftatians  in  our  trade  aa 
enaUed  their  counery  to  hold  out  againft  the  confederacy  of  almoft 
ail  tht  iscigfabouring  powers }  what,  my  Lords,  might  not  be  dreaded 
by  iis»  iwhen  every  bip  upon  the  ocean  fliould  be  an  enemy ;  when 
m  £icniU  fce  «t  anst  overborne  by  tlie  wealth  and  the  numbers  of 
0ur  advesfifbs ;  when  the  trade  of  the  world  ihould  he  in  thek 
hands,  and  their  lAvies  no  Icfs  numerous  than  their  troops. 

I  havesnade  this  digrei&on,  ray  X^Oirds,  I  hope  not  wholly  widiout 
jiecefity,  to  ibew  that  the  advantages  of  preferring  the  equipoife  of 
£uriope  an  Mit,  M  tbey  hove  been  rometiaofs  wnceivcdj  empty  feuods^ 
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or  idle  notions ;  but  that  by.  the  bidance  of  one  nation  againft  ano^ 
thcr,  both  the  fafety  of  other  countries  and  c^bur  own  is  preferved  % 
and  that  therefore  it  requires  all  our  vigiUnce  and  all  our  refolution  ta 
cftablifh  and  maintain  it. 

That  there  may  come  a  time  in  which  this  fcheme  will  be  no 
longer  pra£Hcable,  when  a  coalition  of  dominions  may  be  inevitable, 
and  wh^h  one  power  will  be  necefiarily  exalted  above  the  reft,  is 
indeed  not  abfelutely  impoffiUe,  and  therefore  not  to  be  peremptorily 
denied.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred,  that  our  care  is  vain  at  prefoit^ 
becaufe,  perhaps,  it  may  fpmetime  be  vain  hereafter;  or  that  w^  ought 
now  to  fink  into  flavery  without  a  ftruggle,  becaufe  the  tilne  may 
'come,  when  our  ftrongeft  efforts  will  be  ineffedual. 

It  has  indeed  been  almoft  afierted,  that  the  &tal  hour  is  now  arrived, 
and  that  it  is  to  no  purpofe  that  we  endeavour  to  raife  any  farther 
bppoiftion  to  the  univerfal  monarchy  projeAcd  by  France.  Wc  are 
told,  that  the  nation  is  exhaufted  and  difpirited^  that  we  have  nei- 
ther influence,  nor  richer,  nor  pourage  remaining ;  that  we  ihall  be 
left  to  ftand  alone  agsunft  the  united  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  that  tbe 
Auftrians  cannot,  and  that  the  Dutch  will  not,  affift  us ;  that  the  King 
of  Sardinia  will  defert  his  alliance ;  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  has  dcv 
dared  againft  us ;  and  therefore,  that  by  engaging  in  the  fupport  of 
die  Pragmatic  Sandion,  we  are  about  to  draw  upon  ourfeives  that 
ruin  which  every  other  power  has  forefeen  and  ibunned. 

I  am  far  from  denying,  my  Lords,  that  the  power  of  France  ia 
great  and  dangerous;  but  can  draw  no  confequence  from  that  pofi* 
tion,  but  that  this  force  is  to  be  oppofed  before  it  is  ftiU  greater,  and 
•this  danger  to 'be  obviated  while  it  is  yet  furmountable^  andfur^ 
inountabte  Iftill  believe  it  by  unanimity  and  courage. 

If  our  wealth,  my  Lords,  is  diminifhed,  it  is  time  to  confine  die 
commerce  of  that  nation  by  which  we  have  been  driven  out  of  the 
markets  of  the  continent,  by  deftroying  their  ihipping,  and  intercepts 
ing  their  merchants.  If  our  courage  is  fleprefled,  it  is  deprefied  hot 
by  any  qhange  in  the  nature  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland^  but  by  a 
Jong  courfe  of  inglorious  compliance  with  the  demands,  and  of  mean 
fubfniffion  to  the  infults,  of  other  nations,  to  which  it  i$  nece^ary  to 
put  an  end  by  vigorous  refolutions^ 

If  our  allies  arc  timorous  and  wavering,  it  is  necefiary  to  encou- 
rage, them  by  vigorous  mcafures  ;  for  as  fear,  fo  courage,  is  produced 
by  example :  the  bravery  crf^  a  Angle  man  may  withhold  an  army  from 
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fligbty  and  other  nations  will  be  afhamed  to  difcover  any  dread  of  that  ' 
power  which  France  alone  fets  at  defiance.  They  will  be  lefs  afraid 
to  declare  their  intentions,  when  they  are  convinced  that  we  intend 
to  Aipport  them ;  and  if  there  be,  in  reality,  any  prince  who  does 
not  Savour  our  defign,  he  will  be  at  leaft  lefs  inclined  to  obftruiS^  it, 
as  be  finds  the  oppofition,  which  he  muft  encounter,  more  formidable. 

For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  I  am  far  from  difcovering  the  juftnefs 
of  the  opinion  which  has  prevailed  very  much  in  the  nation,  on  this 
Qccafion,  that  we  are  not  to  a£l  without  allies,  becaufe  allies  are  moil: 
eafily  to  be  procured  by  a£ling,  and  becaufe  it  is  reafonable  and 
oeceflary  for  us  to  perform  our  part^  however  other  powers  may^ 
vi^it&  theirs,  , 

The  advice  which  the  Senate  has  often  repeated  to  hi&  Majefty,^ 
has  been  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  France  ^  and  though  it  mould  be 
allowed,  that  he  has  been  advifcd  to  proceed  in  concert  with  his  allies^^ 
yet  it  muft  be  underftood  to  fuppofe  fuch  allies  as  may  be  found  to 
have  courage  and  bonefty  enough  to  concur  with  him.     It  cannot  be! 
Intended,  that  he  fhould  delay  his  aififtance  till  corruption  is  re^* 
claimed^  or  till  cowardice  is  animated ;  for  to  promife  the  Queen, 
of  Hungary  affiftance  on  fuch  terms,  would  be  to  infult  her  calami- 
ties,  and  to  withhold  our  fuccours  till  ibe  was  irrecoverably  ruined. 
The  Senate  could  not  infift  that  we  fliouldftand  neuter,  till  all 
thofe,  who  were  engaged  by  treaty  to  fupport  the  Pragmatic  Sandion, 
ihoold  appear  willing  to  fulfil  their  ftipulations  ;  for  even  France  is 
to  be  numbered  among  thofe  who  have  promifed  to  fupport  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  in  its  poflefljions,  however  fhe  may  now  endeavour  to  take 
theai  away* 

Even  with  regard  to  that  power  from  which  moft  affiflance  may, 
be  reasonably  ej^pe£ted,  nothing  would  be  more  imprude;it  than  to 
declare,  that  we  determine  not  to  2&.  without  them^  for  what  then 
would  be  neceflary,  but  that  the  French  influence  one  town  in 
their  provinces,  or  one  deputy  in  their  afTemblies,  and  rujn  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  in  fecurity  and  at  leifure,  without  any  other  expcnce  than 
tliat  of  a  bribe, 

It  was  therefore  oeceflary  to  tranfport  our  troops  into  Flanders, 
to  fliew  the  wprld,  that  we  were  no  longer  inclined  to  ftand  idle 
ipe£tators  of  the  troubles  of  Europe ;  that  we.  no  longer  intended  to 
amufe  ourfelves,  or  our  confederates,  with  negociations  which  might 
produce  n^  treaties,  or  with  treaties  which  might  be  broken  when^ 
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erer  the  iric^ation  oY  them  afforded  any  profpe^  of  that  ^ilvanttge'; 
We  were  now  refelved  to  (kcriftce  the  pietrures  of  neutrality,  and  Ae 
profits  of  peaceful  traffic,  to  the  fecurity  of  the  liberties  of  Enrdpe, 
and  the  obfervatron  of  public  ftiith.  , 

This  oeccAty  was  fo  generally  atIo#ed,  that  when  tfre  firft  body 
of  troops  was  fent  Over,  no  obje£tibn  was  made  by  diofe  who  toatA 
themiel^es  inclined  to  cenfure  the  condtrft  of  our  affairs,  but  tht 
they  were  not  fufficiently  numerous  to  defend  themfetves,  and  wooU 
be  taken  prifoners  by  a  French  detachment;  the  miniftry  wert 
tfaereibre  aiked,  why  they  did  not  fend  a  larger  force,  why  they  tih 
gaged  in  hoftilities,  which  coald  oidy  raife  the  laughter  of  our  enb- 
snies,  and  why,  if  they  intended  war,  they  did  not  raife  att  army  fol- 
cttnttoproftcuteit? 

As  anny,  my  Lords,  an  army  truly  formidable,  is  now  faifed,ind 
affinnbled  on  the  ironfiers  of  France,  ready  to  affift  our  ally,  and  to 
pot  a  flop  to  the  violence  of  invafions.  We  now  fee  ourfelves  once 
aigain  united  w'tA  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  may  hope  oftcfe  more  m 
dri^e  the  oppreflbts  of  mankind  before  us.  Bat  tiow^  my  Lords,  a 
damou'r  is  propagated  through  the  nation,  -that  tKefe  meaibfes  whick 
Kare  be^n  fo  h>ng  defired,  are  pernicious  and  treacherous ;  that  we 
arc  arrticd  not  againflt  France,  but  againft  ourfelves ;  that  tmr 
.  armies  ate  fent  over  cither  not  to  fight,  or  to  fight  in  a  quarrel  in 
which  We  have  no  concern  j  tb  gain  vidories  from  which  this  nstlofl 
will  rectJve  no  advantage,  or  to  briilg  ncW  diflionour  upon  dicif 
country  by  a  fliameful  ina£livity. 

This  clamour,  which  if  it  had  been  confined  to  the  vulgar,  M 
been,  perhaps,  of  no  great  importance,  nor  could  have  promoted  Wf 
of  the  deiigns  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  raifed,  has  been  mentioned 
ih  this  Houfe  as  an  argument  In  favouf  of  the  motion  which  is  now 
under  the  tonfideration  of  your  Lordfiiips ;  and  it  has  been  urged, 
that  thefe  mcafures  cannot  be  proper,  becaufe  all  -mcafures,  by  lAkh 
his  Majefty's  government  is  made  unpopular,  touft  in  the  end  be 
deftruAive  to  the  nation. 

On  this  occaHon,  my  Lords,  it  is  neceflary  to  conOder  the  nature 

df  popularity,  and  to  enquire  how  far  it  is  to  be  confidered  in  the 

adminiftration  of  public  affairs.    If  by  popularity  is  meant  only  a 

iuddcn  fhout  of  apptaufe,  obtained  by  a  compliance  with  the  prefent 

inclination  of  the  people,  however  excited,  or  of  whatfbever  tcndencyi 

I  fliall  without  fcruple  declare,  that  popuhrity  is  to  he  ietfikii  ^ 

U 
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is  to  be  ddt^fed,  my  Lords,  becaufe  it  «ftntiot  be  priAenr^cl  withoat 
aBanJbntng  mueh  more  valuftUe  conlklerations.  The  iacltnations 
of  the  people  have  in  all  ages  been  too  variable  for  regard.  But  if 
by  popularity  be  meant  that  fettled  ^onfidehce  and  lafting  efleem^ 
ijtMck  a  good  Government  may  juftly  plaim  from  tbe  fabjed,  I  am 
fit  from  denying  that  it  is  truly  deftrlble ;  and  that  ho  wife  man  ever 
dSiregarded  it.  But  this  |)Opularity,*  my  Lords,  is  very  coniiflenc 
vrMi  contempt  of  riotous  clamours,  and  of  miftaken  complaints ; 
and  is  often  only  to  be  obtained  by  an  oppodtion  to  the  reigning 
opifHOds,  and  a  neglfcd  of  temporary  difcontcnts ;  opinions  i^hich 
mtif  be  Intulcated  without  diAculty  by  favourite  orators,  and  dtf-' 
cottftcots  iriiicti  tlie  eloquence  of  feditious  writers  may  eaftly  ptoduce 
on  ignorance  and  uneonftancy. 

How  eafily  the  opinions  of  the  vulgar  nfliy  be  regulated  by  thofe 
who  have  obtained,  by  whatever  methods,  their  efteem,  the  debate 
of  Ak  day,  my  Lords,  may  inform  us ;  fince  tf  die  meafures  agaieift 
wfetcb  this  motion  is  intended,  be  really  unpopular,  as  they  have 
been  represented,  it  is  evident  that  there  \kt%  been  lately  a  very  re« 
marktble  change  in  the  fentiments  of  the  nation  i  for  it  is  yet  a  very 
litde  titne  Ance  die  repreffion  of  the  infolence  of  France,  and  tlio 
itNef  of  the  Qtrcen  of  Hungary  was  fo  generally  wilhed,  and  fo  im* 
pottunHtdy  demanded,  that  had  meafures  like  thefe  been  then  formed, 
it  b  not  improbable  that  they  might  have  reconciled  the  public  t0 
iMt  man^  Whom  the  united  voice  of  the  nation  has  long  laboured  t^ 
overbear. 

It  it  indeed  urged  with  a  degree  t>f  confidence,  which  ought,  in . 
my  opinion,  to  proceed  from  ftronger  proof  than'has  yet  been  pro- 
duced, that  no  hoftilities  are  integded ;  that  our  armaments  on  the 
Continent  are  an  idle  fhew,  an  inoffenftve  oflentation,  and  that  th6 
ttoops  of  Hanover  have  been  hired  only  to  enrich  the  cfedome, 
muier  the  appearance  of  afljfting  the  Queen  ot  Hungary,  whom  in 
i^ality  they  cannot  fuccour  without  drawing  upon  their  country  the 
imperial  interdid. 

It  has  been  alledged,  my  Lords,  that  thefe  meafures  have  been 
concerted  wlmlly  for  the  advantage  of  Hanover ;  that  this  kingdom 
II  to  be  facrificed  to  the  eleiftoratc,  and  that  we  arc  in  reality  intendetf 
to  be  made  tributaries  to  a  petty  power.  < 

In  confirmation  of  thefe  faggeftions,  advantage  has  been  taken 
Ibm  every  cireumftance  that  could  admit  of  loifreprefentation.  ThQ 
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coafticuiion  of  the  empire  basbeen  falfely  quoted,  to  prove  that  tbej 
cannot  ad  againft  the  Emperor,  and  their  inadUvity  in  Flanders  has 
been  prod.uted  as  a  proof,  that  they  <do  not  intend  to  enter  Germany. 

Whoever  (hall  confult  the  conftituent  and  fundamental  pa&  by 
which  the  German  form  of  government  is  eftabliflied,  will  find^  my 
Lords,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Emperor  alone  to  lay  any 
of  the  States  of  Germany  under  the  ban  i  and  that  the  eledors  are 
independent  in  their  own  dominions,  fo  far  as  that  they  may  enter 
into  alliances  with  foreign  powers,  and  make  war  upon  each  other. 
.  it  appears  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  no  law  prohibits  the  EleAor 
of  Hanover  to  fend  his  troops  to  the  affiftance  of  the  Queen  of  Hu«» 
gary  s  he  may  in  confequence  of  treaties  march  into  Germany,  and 
atuck  the  confederates  of  the  Emperor,  or  what  is  not  now  in- 
tended, even  the  Emperor  himfeli^  without-  any  dread  of  the  feve- 
iities  of  the  ban.       , 

Nor  does  the  continuance  of  the  forces  in  Flanders  {hew  any  un* 
willingnefs  to  begin  hoftilities,  or  any  dread  of  the  power  of  either 
Pruffia,  whofe  prohibition  is  merely  imaginary,  or  of  France,  who  is 
not  lefs  perplexed  by  the  neighbourhood  of  our  army,  than  by  any 
9(her  method  that  could  have  been  taken  of  attacking  her^  for  being 
obliged  to  have  an  equal  force  always  in  readinefs  to  obferve  their 
motions,  (be  has  not  been  able  to  fend  a  new  army  againft  the 
Auftrians,  but  has  been  obliged  to  leave  the  Emperor  at  their 
mercy,  and  fufier  them  to  recover  Bohemia  without  bloodihed,  and 
eftabliih  themfelves  at  leifure  in  Bavaria. 

Nor  is  this,  my  Lords,  the  only  advantage  which  has  been  gained 
by  their  refidence  in  Flanders  5  for  the  United  Provinces  have  beea 
animated  to  a  concurrence  in  the  common  caufe,  and  have  confented 
fo  far  to  depart  from  their  darling  neutrality,  as  to  fend  twenty  thou- 
fand  of  their  forces  to  garrifon  the  barrier.  Of  which  no  man,  I 
fiippofe,  will  fay  that  it  is  not  of  great  importance  to  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  fince  it  fets  her  free  from  the  neceffity  of  diftrading  her 
views,  and  dividing  her  forces  for  the  defence  of  the  moft  difiant 
parts  of  her  dominions  at  once ;  nor  will  it  be  afl|rme(i,  that  this 
advantage  could  have  probably  been  gauied,  without  convincing  our 
allies  of  fincerity,  by  fending  an  army  into  the  continent. 
•  If  it  be  alked.  What  is  farther  to  be  expeAed  from  thefe  troops  I 
it  ought  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  with  how  little  propriety  our 
minifters  can  be  required  to  make  public  fi  fcheme  of  hpftile  opera^ 

ftO|is^ 
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dons,  and  how  much  we  (hould  expofe  ourfelves  to  our  onenrie$» 
ihoold  a  precedent  be  eftabliflied  by.  which  our  Generals  would  br 
incapacitated  to  form  any  private  defigns,  and  ao  end  would  be  for 
ever  put  to  military  fecrecy. 

What  neceffity  there  can  be  for  propoflng  arguments  like  thele^ 
I  am  not,  indeed,  able  to  difcover,  fince  the  objedions  which  have 
been  made  feem  to  proceed  rather  from  obftinacy  than  convi^n^ 
and  the  reflexions  that  have  been  vented,  feem  rather  the  produ£l  of 
wit  irritated  by  malevolence,  than  of  reafon  enlightened  by  calm 
confideratton.  The  minlfters  have  been  reproached  with  Hanove* 
rian  meafures,  without  any  proof  that  Hanover  is  to  receive  the  leaft 
advantage }  and  have  been  charged  with  betraying  their  country  by 
fhoie  who  cannot  Ihew  how  their  country  is  injured,  nor  can  prove 
cither  that  intereft  or  faith  would  allow  us  to  ik  ina£Hve  in  the 
pxefent  dift^rbance  of  Europe,  qr  that  we  could  have  aded  in  any 
other  manner  with  equal  efficacy. 

It  is  fo  far  from  being  either  evident  or  true,  my  Lords,  that 
Britain  is  facrificed  to  Hanover,  that  Hanover  is  evidently  hazarded 
by  her  union  with  Britain.  Had  this  eledorate  now  any  other 
Sovereign  than  the  I^ing  of  Great-Britain,  it  might  have  been 
iecure  by  a  neutrality,  an^  have  looked  upon  the  miferies  of  the 
lieighbouring  provinces  without  any  diminution  of  its  people,  or 
difturbance  of  its  tranquillity ;  nor  could  any  danger  be  dreaded, 
or  any  inconvenience  be  felt,  but  from  an  opep  declaration  in  favour 
of  the  Pragmatic  Sanation. 

Why  the  hire  of  the  troops  of  any  particular  country  (hould  be 
confidered  as  an  z€t  of  fubmiffion  to  it,  or  of  dependency  upon  it^ 
I  cannot  difcover  ^  nor  can  I  conceive  for  what  reafon  the  troops  of 
Hanover  ihould  be  more  dangerous,  or  lefs  popular,  at  this  than  at 
any  former  time,  or  why  the  employment  of  them  ihould  be  con- 
fidered as  any  particular  regard.  If  any  addition  of  dominioa  had 
been  to  be  purchafed  for  the  electorate  by  the  united  arms  of  the 
confederate  army,  I  fliould,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to  cenfure  the 
fcheme,  as  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  my  native  country;  nor  (hall 
any  Lord  more  warmly  oppofe  deiigns  that  may  tend  to  aggrandife 
:  another  nation  at  the  expence  of  this*  But  to  hire  foreigners,  of 
whatever  country,  only  to  fave  the  blood  of  Britons,  is,  in  my  opi« 
nion,  an  inftance  of  preference  which  ought  to  produce  rather 
|ckAowl^dgmeAts  of  gratitude,  thsui  (aljies  of  indigtiation* 

5  Upon 
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ITpon  die  mtA  exsA  (brvey  of  dm  debate^  I  will  boldly  Min^ 
Aat  I  never  heaitl  in  this  Houfe  a  qaeftion  (o  untBoabk  in  kiM^  k 
bbftinately  or  fe  vrvtnly  debated ;  but  hope  that  the  fephiftrie^wluck 
have  been  ufed,  however  artful,  and  the  dedaniation$  which  have 
httn  pronounced,  however  pathetic,  will  have  no  efied  «pon  your 
Lordfliipe*  I  hope,  that  as  the  other  Houfe  has  already  agreed  tt 
fepport  the  auxiliaries  which  have  been  retained,  and  whkk  kiit 
^en  proved  in  this  debate  to  be  retained  for  the  ftrongeft  raiibos, 
tnd  the  moft  important  purpofes,  your  Lordflitps  will  (hewy  by  re- 
jtSting  this  motion,  that  you  are  not  lefs  willing  to  concur  in  dx 
fiipport  of  public  (aith,  and  that  you  will  not  fuiier  pofterity  to  durp 
you  with  the  exaltation  of  France,  and  the  ruin  of  Europe. 

The  queftion  was  then  put^  and  determined  in  the  negative,  bf 
190  againft  35. 

.  After  tfaQ>Goncliifion  of  this  long  debate,  the  miniftry  did  not  yd 
think  their  vidory  in  repelling  this  cenfure  fufficiently  apparent,  bb- 
leis  a  motion' was  admitted^  which  inight  imply  a  full  and  unlimited 
approbation  of  tbehr  nieiAires ;  and  therefore  the  £ari  of  Scarbo- 
rough rofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  efied  :•— My  Lonis,  It  bs 
teen  juftly  obferved  in  the  debate  of  this  day,  that  the  opinioos  of 
the  people  of  Britain  are  regulated  in  a  great  meafure  by  the  deter* 
mi  nations  of  this  Houfe ;  that  they  confider  this  as  the  place  where 
truth  and  reafon  obtain  a'  candid  audience ;  as  a  place  (acred  to 
jnftice  and  to  honour;  into  which  paffion,  partiality  and  iadtion  bate 
been  very  rarely  known  to  intrude ;  and  that  they  therefoce  watch  cm 
decifions  as  ti^e  great  rules  of  policy,  and  ftanding  maxims  of  right, 
and  readily  believe  thefe  raeafures  neceflary  in  which  we  concur, 
and  that  conduct  unblameable  which  has  gained  our  approbation* 

This  reputation,  my  Lords^  we  ought  diligently  to  preferve|b]f 
an  nnwearied  vigilance  for  the  happinefs  of  our  ftllow.fubjeds ;  asd 
while  we  poflefs  it,  we  ought  likewife  to  employ  its  influence  to 
beneficial  purpofes,  that  the  caufe  and  the  'efEcA  may  reciprocally 
produce  each  other ;  that  the  people,  when  the  profpcrity  which  thef 
enjoy  by  our  care,  inclines  them  to  repofe  in  us  an  implicit  confi- 
dence, may  find  that  confidence  a  new  fourcc  of  fehcity  ;  that  tii^ 
may  reverence  us,  becaufe  they  are  fecure  and  happy  ^  and  be  6x^ 
and  happyj  becaufe  they  reverence  us. 

This  great  end,  my  Lords,  it  will  not  be  very  dif^cuk  to  attain  i 
the  foundatioH  t>f  this  exaked  authority  may  eafily  be  laid,  and  the 

fupec- 
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fuperftruAure  mfci  in  a  ihort  time ;  flie  one  may  be  laid  too  deep 
to  be  undermiDed,  and  the  other  buih  too  firmly  to  be  fhaken ;  at 
kaft  diey  can  be  impaired  only  by  ourtHves,  and  may  fet  all  extern 
nal  violence  at  defiance. 

To  prefcrve  the  confidence  of  the  people,  ikni  confequently  to 
govern  them  without  force,  and  without  oppofition,  it  is  only  ne- 
ceflary  that  we  never  willingly  deceive  them  j  that  we  «xpofe  the 
public  aflfairs  to  their  view,  fo  far  as  they  ought  to  be  made  public 
in  their  true  Aate ;  that  we  never  fuflFer  falfe  reports  to  circulate  un- 
der the  fan£lion  of  our  authority,  nor  give  the  nation  reafon  to  think 
we  are  fatisfied,  when  we  are  in  reality  fufpicious  of  illegal  defigm^ 
or  that  we  fufpe£t  tbofe  meafures  of  latent  mifchiefs  with  which  we 
are  in  reality  completely  fatisfied. 

But  it  is  not  fuficient,  my  Lords,  that  we  publllh  ourfelves  no 
fallacious  reprefentations  of  our  counfels ;  it  is  neceflary  likewife 
that  we  do  not  permit  them  to  be  publifhed,  that  we  obviate  every 
fiillehood  in  its  rife,  and  propagate  truth  with  our  utmoft  diligence* 
For  if  we  fuffer  the  nation  to  be  deceived,  we  are  not  much  lefs  cri- 
minal riian  thofe  who  deceive  it ;  at  teaft  we  muft  be  confefled  no 
longer  to  aft  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  happinefs,  if  we  fufftr 
it  to  be  interrupted  by  the  difperfion  of  reports  which  we  know  tb 
be  at  once  falfe  and  pernicious. 

Of  thefe  principles,  which  I  fuppofe  will  not  be  contefled,  an  ealy 

application  may  be  made  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  prefent  day.     A 

qucftion  has  been  debated  with  great  addrefs,  great  ardour,   and 

'  great  obffinacy,  which  is  in  itfclf,  though  not  doubtful,  yet  very 

much  diffufed ;  complicated  with  a  great  number  of  circumftancer, 

and  extended  to  a  multitude  of  relations;  and  is  therefore  a  fubjeft 

upon  which  fophiftry  may  very  fafely  praftife  her  arts,  and  which 

may  b^  fhewn  in  very  different  views  to  thoffe  whofe  intellectual  light 

IS  too  much  contradled  to  receive  the  whole  objeft  at  once.     It  may 

eafily  be  aflerted  by  thofe  who  have  long  been  accuftomed  to  affirm 

without  fcniple  whatever  they  dcfire  to  obtain  belief,  that  the  argu- 

mems  in  faiyour  of  the  motion,,  which  has  now  been  rcjeflcd  by 

"your  Lordfhips',  were  unanfwerable ;  and  h-  will  be  no  h^rd  tafk  to 

lay  brforc  their  audience  fuch  rcafons-  as,  though  they  have  beett 

caffly  confuted  by  the  penetration  and  experience  of  your  Lordftips, 

inayfo  men  imacquaintcd  with  politics,  and  remote  fr*om  the  foufces 

lof  imdligence,  appear  very  formidable. 
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It  is  therefore  not  fufficient  that  your  Lordfliips  have  rejefied  die 
former  motion,  and  ihewn  that  you  do  not  abfolutcly  difapprove  ds 
meafures.  of  the  government,  fince  it  may  be  aflerted,  and  with  fome 
appearance  of  reafon,  that  barely  not  to  admit  a  motion  by  which  all 
the  meafures  of  thelaft  year  would  have  been  at  once  overturned  as! 
annihilated,  is  no  proof  that  tliey  have  been  fully  juftified,  anl  '• 
warmly  confirmed,  fmce  many  of  the  tranfadions  might  have  beei  ] 
it  leaft  doubtful,  and  yet  this  motion  not  have  been  proper. 
.  In  an  affair  of  fo  great  importance,  my  Lords,  an  affair  in  whid 
the  intercft  of  all  the  weftcrn  world  is  engaged,  it  is  neceflary  to 
take  away  all  fufpicions,  when  the  nation  is  about  to  be  involved  in 
a  war  for  the  fccurity  of  ourfclves  and  our  pofterity;  in  a  war 
which,  however  profpcrous,  muft  be  at  leaft  expeniive,  and  VftiA 
is  to  be  carried  on  againft  an  enemy  who,  though  not  invincible,  is 
in  a  very  high  degree  powerful.  It  is  furely  proper  to  ihew  in  the 
moft  public  manner  our  convitSlion,  that  neither  prudence  nor  fsn^ 
gality  has  been  wanting ;  that  the  inconveniencies  which  will  k 
always  felt  in  fuch  contentions,  are  not  brought  upon  us  by  iran- 
tonnefs  or  negligence ;  and  that  no  care  is  omitted  by  which  ixj 
are  alleviated,  and  that  they  may  be  borne  more  patiently,  becaufe 
they  cannot  be  avoided. 

This  atteftation,  my  Lords,  we  can  only  give  by  a  folemnaddiefi 
to  his  Majefty  of  a  tendency  contrary  to  that  of  the  motion  now 
reje&d ;  and  by  fuch  an  atteftation  only  can  we  hop?  to  revive  the 
courage  of  the  nation,  tp  unite  thofe  in  the  common  caufe  of  libeitjf 
whom  falfe  reports  have  alienated  or  fliaken,  and  to  reftore  tob's 
Majefty  that  confidence  which  all  the  fubtilties  of  fiifiion  have  been 
employed  to  impair.  I  therefore  move,  than  an  humble  Addrefi  k 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  importing,  ♦*  That  in  the  unfctded  and 
dangerous  fituation  of  affairs  in  Europe,  the  fending  a  confideniUc 
body  of  Britifli  forces  into  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  and  augment- 
ing the  fame  with  i6coo  of  his  Majefty's  cle6loral  troops,  and  the 
Hcffians  in  the  Britifli  pay,  and  thereby  in  conjundion  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  troops  in  the  Low  Countries,  forming  a  ff^ 
army  for  the  fervice  of  the  common  caufe,  was  a  wife,  ufefiJ,.  ^ 
neceflary  meafure,  manifeftly  tending  to  the  /upport  and  encourage- 
ment of  his  Majefty's  allies,  and  the  real  and  efiedual  affiftancc  of 
the  Que«Q  of  Hungary,  and  the  reftoring  and  maintainiAg  ^ 

balance 
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balance  of  power,  tnd  has  already  produced  very  advantageout 
confequences. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  fpoke  next  to  the  following  eiFed : — ^My 
Lords,  The  neceffity  of  fupporting  our  reputation,  and  of  preferving 
die  confidence  of  the  public,  I  am  by  no  means  inclined  to  difpu^ 
being  convinced,  that  from  the  inftant  in  which  we  (hall  lofe  the 
credit  which  our  anceftors  have  delivered  down  to  us,  we.  fhall  be 
no  longer  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  legiflature,  but  be  treated  by 
the  people  only  as  an  Aflcmbly  of  hirelings  and  dependents,  convened 
at  die  pleafure  of  the  Court  to  ratify  its  decifions  without  examina- 
tion, to  extort  taxes,  promote  flavcry,^  and  to  fhare  with  the  mi- 
niftry  the  crime  and  the  infamy  of  cruelty  and  oppreffion. 

For  this  reafon  it  is  undoubtedly  proper,^  that  we  avoid  not  only 
the  crime,  but  the  appearance  of  (dependence ;  and  that  every  doubt- 
fid  queftion  ihould  be  freely  debated,  and  every  pernicious  pofition 
publicly  condemned ;  and  that  when  our  decifions  are  not  agreeable 
to  die  opinion  or  expefbtions  of  the  people,  we  fhould  at  leaft  (hew 
them  that  they  are  not  the  effe^  of  blind  compliance  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  miniftry,  or  of  an  implicit  refignation  to  the  dire^on 
of  a  party.  We  ought  to  (hew,  that  we  are  unprejudiced,  and 
ready  to  hear  truth ;  that  our  determinations  are  not  dieted  by  any 
foreign  influence,  and  that  it  will  not  be  vain  to  inform  us,  or 
iifeie(s  to  petition  us. 

In  tbefe  principles  I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who  has  made  the 
motion;  but  in  the  confequences  which  are  on  this  occafion  to  be 
drawn  from  them, . I  cannot  but  differ  very  widely  from  him;  for, 
in  my  opinion,  nothing  can  fo  much  impair  our  reputation,  as  an 
Addrefs  like  that  .which  is  propofed;  an  Addrefs  not  founded  either 
upon  fads  or  arguments,  and  from  which  the  nation  can  collect 
only,  that  the  proteSion  of  this  Houfe  is  withdrawn  from  them,  that 
tbey  are  given  up  to  ruin,  and  that  they  are  to  peri£h  as  a  (kcrifice  to 
die  intereft  of  Hanover. 

«  Let  us  confider  what  we  are  now  invited  to  ailert,  and  it  w91 
tafily  appear  how  well  this  motion  is  calculated  to  preferve  and  to 
Jidvance  the  reputation  of  this  Houfe. .  We  are  to  aflcrt,  my  Lords, 
the  propriety  of  a  n^w  war  againft  the  moft  formidable  power  of 
the  univerfe,  at  a  time  when  vee  have  been  defeated  and  diigraced 
io  our  conquefts  vnth  a  kingdom  of  inferior  force.  We  are  to 
declare  our  readineft  to  pay  and  to  raife  new  uxes,  fince  no  war  can 

be 
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be  carrittd  on  irithout  them,  kt  a  time  i^Aieii  pur  conMerot,  the 
great  fource  of  riches,  is  obftni^ted  ;  when  the  intereft  of  dtbtt  ooa< 
traded  during  a  long  war,  and  a  peace  altnoft  eqaallf  expenfit^,  is 
preying  upon  ottr  eftates,  when  the  profits  of  the  trait  of  tmic 
age&,  and  the  rents  of  the  inheritances  of  oar  lateft  defccntels  ue 
mortgaged ;  and  what  ought  yet  more  t^  aflfed  us,  at  a  tnne  wlm 
tie  outcry  of  diftreis  is  umverfal,  wbeft  the  miferies  of  h^pdcft 
potrerty  have  funk  the  nation  into  defpair^  when  indttftry  foarcetj  tt* 
tains  fptrit  iufficient  to  continue  her  labours,  and  aU  the  lower  mk 
^  mankind  are  overwhelmed  with  the  general  calamity. 

There  may  perhaps  be  fome  among  your  Lordfliips  vtbo  mf 
think  this  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  the  pubUe  exaggerated  be- 
yond the  truth.  There  are  many  in  this  Houfe  who  fee  no  other 
fcenes  than  the  magnificence  of  ieafts,  the  gaieties  of  bails,  itod  dy 
fplendor  of  a  Court ;  and  it  is  not  much  to  bo  wondeKd  ats  if  tke; 
db.not  eafiiy  believe  what  it  is  often  their  intereft  to  doubt,  diat  tki 
luxury  ia  fupported  by  the  diftrefs  of  mtUbns,  and  that  this  mapi- 
fioence  cxpofes  multitudes  to  nakednefs  and  fomine.  It  is  my  oit 
torn,  when  the  bufineft  of  the  Senate  is  over,  to  retire  to  myeto 
in  the  country,  wheVe  I  live  withov»t  noife,  and  without  riot,  ai 
take  a  calm  and  deliberate  furvey  of  the  condition  of  thofe  dut  ia* 
babit  the  towns  and  villages  about  me.  I  mingle  in  their  converfii- 
tion,  and  hear  their  complaints  ^  I  enter  their  houies,  and  find  by 
their  conditioa  that  their  <xMnplaints  are  juft;  I  difcover  thst  they 
are  daily  impoverifhed,  and  that  they  are  not  able  to  ftruggle  under 
the  enormous  burthens  of  public  payments,  of  which  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  they  cannot  be  levied  another  year  without  ejdiauftioE 
tiiie  people,  and  fpreading  untver&l  beggary  over  the  nation. 

What  can  be  the  opinion  of  the  public,  when  they  fee  an  Addccfc 
of  this  Ijoufe,  by  which  new  expenccs  are  recommended  ?  Will  diej 
not  think  that  their  ftate  is  defperate,  and  that  they  are  ibid  to 
flavery,  from  which  nothing  but  infurreSions  and  bloodbed  can  ft- 
leafe  them  ?  If  they  retain  any  hopes  of  relief  from  this  Houie,thcf 
muft  foon  be  extinguijfbed,  when  they  find  in  the  next  daufe,  that 
we  are  fuqk  to  fuch  a  degree  of  fervility,  as  to  acknowledge  bcnc&s 
which  were  never  received,  and  to-praife  the  invifible  fervice  of  cffi 
army  in  Flanders. 

If  it.be  neccflary,  my  Lords,  to  impofe  uj>on  the- public,  let  w$  i^ 
leaft  endeavour  to  do  it  Icfs  grcfclyj  let  us  not  attempt  topcrfuadc 

them, 
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them,  that  tbofe  forces  have  gained  viSories  who  have  never  feen  an 
enemy,  or  that  we  are  benefited  by  the  tranfportation  of  our  money 
ijiCo  another  country. 

If  it  be  neceflfary  to  cenfure  thofe  noble  Lords  who  have  fupportecf 
the  former  motion,  and  to  punifli  them  for  daring  to  ufe  arguments 
>yhich  could  not  be  confuted ;  for  this  is  the  apparent  tendency  of 
the  prefent  motion ;  let'  us  not  lofe  all  confideration  of  ourfelves^ 
nor  facrificc  the  honour  of  the  Houfe  to  the  refentment  of  the 
sniniftry. 

For  my  p^rt,  my  Lords,  I  fhall  continue  to  avow  my  opinion  in 
defiance  of  cenfures,  motions  and  addrefles^  and  as  I  ftruggled 
againft  the  former  miniftry,  not  becaufe  I  envied  or  hated  them,  bu 
becaufe  I  difapproved  their  conduA ;  I  {hall  continue  to  oppofe  mea- 
fures  equally  deftru^iive  with  equal  zeal,  by  whomfoever  they  are 
prcjeded,  or  by  whomfoever  patronized. 

Lord  Carteret  fpoke  next  to  the  following  purpofe:— -My 
Lords,  After  fo  full  a  defence  of  the  former  motion  as  the  late  debate 
has  produced,  it  is  rather  with  indignation  than  furprize,  that  I 
hear  that  which  is  now  offered.  It  has  been  for  a  long  time  the 
prafHce  of  thole  who  are  fupported  only  by  their  numbers,  to  treat 
tbeir  opponents  with  contempt,  and  whom  they  cannot  anfwer  to 
iflfult  them ;  and  motions  have  been  made,  not  becaufe  they  were 
thought  right  by  thofe  who  offered  them,  but  becaufe  they  would 
certainly  be  carried,  and  would  by  being  carried  mortify  their 
opponents. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  the  only  intent  of  the  prefent  motion  which 
can  promote  no  ufeful  purpofe,  and  which,  though  it  may  flatter  the 
Court,  muil  be  confidered  by  the  people  as  an  infult  i  and  therefore, 
though  I  believe  all  oppofition  fruitjefs,  I  declare  that  I  never  will 
agree  to  it. 

And  to  fbew,  my  Lords,  that  I  do  not  oppofe  the  miniflry  for  the 
lake  of  obflruding  the  public  counfels,  or  of  irritating  thofe  whom  I 
defpair  to  defeat;  and  that  I  am  not  afraid  of  trufting  my  condu£l 
to  the  impartial  examination  of  poilerity,  I  ihall  beg  leave  to  enter, 
with  my  protefl,  the  reafons  which  have  influenced  me  in  this  day's 
deliberation,  that  they  be  confidered  when  this  queftion  fhall  no 
longer  be  a  point  of  interefl,  and  our  prefent  jealoufies  and  animo- 
fities  are  forgotten. 

[It  was  carried  in  the  afErmative  by  78  againft  35.] 
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HOUSE     OF     LORDS. 

February  21,  I74a-3» 
DEBATE     ON     SPlRIfUOUS     LIQ^UORS- 

THE  Bill  for  altering  the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors^  and  per- 
splitting  them  again  to  be  fold  with  Ufs  Rijlrainty  which  was  fent  tf 
by  the  Commons  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  produced  there  very  long  cni 
ferious  Deliberations^  to  which  the  Lords  had  every  Day  each  a  farU- 
cular  Summons^  as  in  Cafes  of  the  highejl  Concern. 

The  Bill  was  intitUd^  An  Aft  for  repealing  certain  Duties  on  Spi- 
rituous Liquors,  and  on  Licences  for  retailing  the  (ame,  and  for 
laying  other  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors^  and  on  Licences  for 
retailing  the  faid  Liquors. 

The  Duties  which  ijuere  propoftd  to  he  repealed^  were  thofe  laid  hy  the 
j£I  9  G.  IL  which  permitted  no  Perfon  to  fell  Spirituous  Liquors 
in  lefs  ^antity  than  two  Gallons  without  a  Licence^  for  which  50K 
was  to  be  paid.  Whereas  by  the  new  Bill  a  fmall  Duty  per  GaBon 
was  laid  on  at  the  Still-head j  and  the  Licence  was  to  cofi  hut  20  s. 
which  was  to  be  granted  only  to  fuch  as  had  Licences  for  feUing  Ak, 
On  the  Credit  of  this  An^  as  foon  as  it  was  pajfed  by  the  Commonsj  the 
Miniflry  borrowed  a  large  Sum  at  3  per  Cent,  but  it  was  under* 
flood  that  the  Sinking  Fund  was  pledged  as  a  collateral  Security  upey 
any  Deficiency. 

In  about  a  Fortnight  ihis  Bill  pajfed  all  the  Forms  in  the  Heuji  rfCsm- 
mons^  almojl  without  Oppofttion  ;  and  with  little  or  no  Alteration  from 
the  Scheme  brought  into  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  for  raifi^g 
the  Supply  for  the  current  Teary  by  Mr.  Sandys,  then  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

It  was  immediately  carried  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lordsy  where  it  was  read 
for  the  firji  Time  on  the  i^th  of  February;  'and  ordered  a  feceud 
reading  on  the  7.id. 

Qn  that  Day  the  Commijffioners  of  Excifcy  according  to  an  Order  of  the 
Houfcy  brought  an  Account  of  the  Sums  arijing  by  the  loft  AQy  and  * 
yearly  Auount  for  feveral  Tears  pajl\  and  attending  were  interrogeiM 
concerning  the  Execution  of  the  loft  Asi. 
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Tbi  Bijhop  of  Oxford  particularly  enquired^  whether  it  had  been  effec* 
tually  put  in  force^  and  ^ejiions  of  the  fame  Kind  were  ajked  by 
Lord  Lonfdale  and  others  \  to  which  the  Commiffioners  anfwered^ 
that  it  had  been  diligently  and  vigoroujfy  executidfo  far  as  they  or  their 
Offices  bad  Power  to  enforce  it  j  but  that  the  Jujiices  had  not  always 
been  equally  zealous  infeconding  their  Endeavours  \  and  that  it  was, 
impojftbk  to  difcover  aU  the  petty  Dealers  by  whom  it  was  infringed^ 
Spirituous  Liquors  flill  continuing  to  be  fold  in  fmall  obfcure  Shops j  and 
at  the  Corners  of  the  Streets. 
A  Motion  was  alfo  made^  that  three  of  the  Phyficians  of  moji  Note  for 
their  Learning  and  Experience^  Jhould  be  fummoned  to  attend  the 
Houfe^  to  declare  their  Opinion  with  Regard  to  the  EffeSfs  of  Spirit 
tuous  Liquors  upon  the  human  Body.  But  this  was  rejected  by  33 
againfi  17. 
The  Bill  was  read  the  fecond  Time  on  the  Day  appointed^  when  the  ^ef 
tion  being  put^  whether  it  Jhould  be  committed^  Lord  Hervey  rofe^ 
andfpoketo  the  following  Ejfe^ : 

My  Lords,  Though  I  doubt  not  but  the  bill  now  before  us  will 
be  promoted  in  this  Houfe,  by  the  fame  influence  by  which  it  has 
been  conduced  through  the  other ;  yet  I  hope  its  fuccefs  will  be  very 
diflFerent,  and  that  thofe  arts  by  which  itsconfequences,  however 
formidable,  have  been  hitherto  concealed,  or  by  which  thofe  whofe 
bufinefs  it  was  to  have  detefled  and  expofed  them,  have  been  in- 
^  duccd  to  turn  their  eyes  afide,  will  not  be  praftifed  here  with  the 
fame  efficacy,  though  they  (hould  happen  to  be  atttempted  with  the 
iame  confidence.  1  hope  that  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  virtue,  and 
that  regard  to  public  happinefs,  which  has  on  all  occafions  diftin- 
gui(hed  this  illuftrious  Aflcmbly,  will  operate  now  with  uncommon 
energy,  and  prevent  the  approbation  of  a  bill,  by  which  vice  is  to 
be  made  legal,  by  which  the  fences  of  fubordinatlon  are  to  be  thrown 
dowft,  and  all  the  order  of  fociety,  and  decency  of  regular  cftablifii- 
mcnts  be  obliterated  by  univerfal  licfcntioufnefs,  and  loft  in  the  wild 
confufions  of  debauchery  ^  of  debauchery  encouraged  by  law,  and 
promoted  for  the  fupport  of  meafures  expenfive,  ridiculous  and 
unneceilary. 

A  law  of  fo  pernicious  a  tendency  {hall,  at  leaft,  not  pafs  through 
this  Houfe  without  oppofition  \  nor  (hall  drunkennefs  be  eftablifhed 
among  us  without  the  endeavour  pf  one  voice,  at  leaft  to  withhold 
its  progrefs^  for  I  how  declare  that  I  oppof&,the  commitmenc  of  this 
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bill,  and  that  I  am  determined  to  continue  my  oppofition  to  it  in  all 
the  ftcps  by  which  the  forms  of  our  Houfe  make  it  neceflarj,  that  it 
Ihould  pafs  before  it  can  become  a  law. 

Nor  <io  I  (peak,  my  Lords,  on  this  occafion,  with  that  diftruft 
and  mental  heiitation .  which  are  both  natural  and  decent,  when 
queftions  are  dubious,  when  probability  feems  to  be  almoft  equally 
divided,  when  truth  appears  to  hover  between  two  parties,  and  by 
turns  to  favour  every  fpeaker;  when  fpecious  arguments  are  urged  on 
both  fides,  and  the  number  of  circumftances  to .  be  coUedled,  and  of 
relations  to  be  adjufted  is  fo  great,  that  an  cxzSt  and  indubitable  de* 
cifion  is  fcarcely  to  be  attained  by  human  reafon,  I  do  not,  my 
Lords,  now  fpeak  with  the  difiidence  of  enquiry,  or  the  uncertainty 
of  conjedure,  noi^  imagine  that  t  am  now  examining  a  political  ex- 
pedient  of  which  the  fuccefs  can  only  be  perfe£Uy  known  by  experi- 
ence, and  of  which  therefore  no  man  can  abfolntely  determioe^ 
whether  it  will  be  ufeful  or  pernicious,  or  a  metaphyfical  difficulty 
which  may  be  difcufled  for  ever  without  being  decided. 

In  confidering  this  bill,  my  Lords,  I  proceed  upon  ftated  and  in- 
variable principles.  I  have  no  fa<Sls  to  examine  but  fuch  as  to  the 
lafl  degree  are  notorious,  fuch  as  have  been  experienced  every 
hour,  fince  the  exigence  of  fociety  -,  and  fliall  appeal  not  to  tranfitory 
opinions,  or  cafual  aflertions,  but  to  the  laws  of  all  civilifed 
nations,  and  to  the  determinations  of  every  man  whofe  wifdom  or 
virtue  have  given  him  a  claim  to  regard. 

All  the  decrees  of  all  the  legiflators  of  the  earth,  or  the  declarations 
i^  wife  men,  all  the  obfervations  which  nature  furnifbes,  and  all  the 
examples  which  hiftory  affords,  concur  in  condemning  this  bill  before 
us  as  a  bill  injurious  to  fociety,  deftruftive  of  private  virtue,  and  by 
confequence  of  public  haj^inefs,  detrimental  to  the  human  ^cies, 
and  therefore  fuch  as  ought  to  be  rejedted  in  that  Aflembly  to  which 
the  care  of  the  nation  is  committed;  that  Afiembty  which  ought  to 
meet  only  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  and  of  which  the  refolutions 
x>ught  to  have  no  other  end  than  the  fuppreifion  of  thofe  vices  by 
which  the  bappinefs  of  life  is  obftru£ted  or  inipaired. 

The  bill  now  before  you,  my  Lprds,  is  fundamenially  wrong,  as 
it  is  formed  upon  a  hateful  projeA  of  increafing  the  confumption  of 
ipirituous  liquors,  and  coniequently  of  promoting  drunkennols  among 
a  people  reproached  already  for  it  throughout  the  whole  world.  It 
contains  fuch  a  concatenation  of  enormities,  teems  with  (b  vaft  a 
I  number 
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number  of  mifchrefs,  and  therefore  produces,  in  thofe  n\inds  that  at- 
tend to  its  nature,  and  purfue  its  confequences,  fuch  endlefs  variety 
of  arguments  againft  it,  that  the  memory  is  perplexed,  the  imagina- 
tion crowded,  and  utterance  overburthened.  fiefore  any  one  of  its 
pernicious  efFedh  is  fully  dilated  a  thoufand  other  appear,  the  hydra 
fiill  (hoots  out  new  heads,  and  every  head  vomits  out  new  poifoa  to 
infed  fociety,  and  lay  the  nation  defolate. 

I  am  therefore  at  a  lofs,  my  Lords,  not  how  to  raife  arguments 
againft  this  bill,  which  cannot  be  read  or  mentioned  without  fiirnifh-* 
ing  them  by  thoufands ;  but  how  to  methodife  thofe  that  occur  to 
me,  and  under  what  heads  to  range  my  thoughts,  that  I  may  purfue 
my  defign  without  confufion,  that  I  may  uAderftand  myfelf  and  be 
underftood  by  your  Lordfhips. 

A  multitude  of  confiderations  are  obvious,  all  of  importance  fuf- 
ficient  to  claim  attention,  and  to  outweigh  the  advantages  propofed  by 
this  hateful  bill)  but  which  cannot  all  be  mentioned,  or  at  leaft  not 
with  that  cxadnefs  which  they  deferve :  I  fliall  therefore  confine  my- 
ielf  at  prefent  to  three  confiderations,  and  fliall  entreat  the  attention 
of  your  Lordfliips,  while  I  examine  the  bill  now  before  us,  with  re- 
gard to  its  influence  on  the  health  and  morals  of  the  people,  the  ar- 
guments by  which  it  has  been  hitherto  fupported,  and  the  tfkHs 
which  it  will  have  on  the  finking  fund. 

The  firft  head,  my  Lords,  is  fo  copious,  that  I  find  myftlf  very 
little  relieved* by  the  divifion  which  I  have  made.  The  moral  argu- 
ments, though  feparated  from  thofe  which  are  either  political  or  tem- 
porary, are  fufficient  to  over-power  the  ftrongeft  reafon,  and-  over-* 
flaw  the  moft  extenfive  comprehenfion. 

It  is  not  necefiary,  I  fuppofe,  to  fliow  that  health  of  body  is  a 
bleffing,  that  the  duties  of  life  in  which  the  greateft  part  of  the  world 
is  enfployed,  require  vigour  and  a<Sivity,  and  that  to  waht  ftrength 
of  limbs  and  to  want  the  neceflary  fupports  of  nature,  are  to  the 
lovirer  clafles  of  mankind  the  fame.  I  need  notobferve  to  your  Lord- 
Ihips,  whofe  legiflative  charafter  obliges  you  to  confider  the  general 
concatenation  of  fociety,  that  all  the  advantages  which  high  ftations 
or  large  pofleffions  can  confer,  are  derived  from  the  hbours  of  the 
poor ;  that  to  the  plou^  and  the  anvil,  the  loom  and  the  quarry,  pride 
i&  indebted  for  its  magnificence,  luxury  (or  its  dainties,  and  delicacy 
for  its  eafe.  A  very  little  confideration  will  be  fufficient  to  fliow, 
th^t-the  loweft  orders  of  mankind  fupply  commerce  with  manufac- 
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Jtiifers,  navigation  with  mariners,  and  war  with  foldlers ;  that  they 
conftitute  the  ftrcngth  and  riches  of  every  nation  ;  and  that,  though 
they  generally  move  only  by  fuperior  direction,  they  are  the  imme- 
diate fuppport  of  ihc  community;  and  that  without. their  concur- 
rence, policy  would  projed^  in  vain,  wifdom  would  end  in  idle 
fpeculation,  and  the  determinations  of  this  Affenibly  would  be  empty 
founds. 

It  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  of  the  utmoft  importance,  that  all 
practices  ihould  be  fupprefled  by  which  the  lower  orders  of  the  people 
arc  enfeebled  and  enervated  ;  for  if  they  Ihould  be  no  longer  able  to 
bear  fatigues,  or  hardfliips,  if  any  epidemical  weaknefs  of  body 
ihould  be  diiFufed  among  them,  our  power  muft  be  at  an  end,  our 
mines  would  be  an  ufelefi  treafure,  and  would  no  longer  afford  us 
cither  the  weapons  of  wafr,  or  the  ornaments  of  domeftic  elegance ; 
we  (hould  no  longer  give  law  to  mankind  by  bur  naval  power,  nor 
fend  out  armies  to  fight  for  the  liberty  of  diftant  nations.  We  ihouU 
no  longer  fupply  the  markets  of  the  continent  with  our  commodities, 
or  iharc  in  all  the  advantages  which  nature  has  beftowed  upon  diftant 
countries  i  for  all  thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  cfkStg  of  indigent  in- 
duftry,  and  mechanic  labour. 

All  thefe  bleffings  or  conveniencies  are  procured  by  that  ftrengrii 
of  body,  which  nature  has  beftowed  upon  the  natives  of  this  country, 
who  have  hitherto  been  remarkably  robuft  and  hardy,  able  to  fupport 
long  fatigues,  and  to  contend  with  the  inclemency  of  rigorous 
climates,  the  violence  of  ftorms,  and  the  turbulence  of  waves^  and 
.who  have  therefore  extended  their conquefts  with  uncommon  fuccef?, 
and  been  equally  adapted  to  the  toils  of  trade  and  of  war,  and  have 
excelled  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  rival  them  either  in  the  praife  of 
workmanfliip  or  of  valour. 

But,  my  Lords,  .if  t)ie  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  be  encout^ged, 
their  diligence,  which  can  only  be  fupported  by  health,  will  quickly 
languid)  i  every  day  will  diminiih  the  numbers  of  the  manu&duters, 
and  by  copf^squ^nce  augment  the  priqe  of  labour;  thofe  who  continue 
to  follow  their  .employments,  will  be  partly  enervated  by  corruption, 
^nd  partly  mad^  wanton  by  the  plenty  which  the  advancement  of  their 
wages  will  aiFord  them,  and  partly  by  the  knowledge  that  no  degree 
of  negligence  will  deprive  them  of  that  employment  in  which  there 
fvill  be  none  to  fucceed  them.  All  our  commodities,  therefore,  will 
)l^  wrought  with  Jefs  ^are  and  at  a  higher  price,  and  therefore,  will 
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be  rejeded  at  foreign  markets  in  favour  of  thofe  which  other  nations 
will  exhibit  of  more  value,  and  yet  at  a  lower  rate. 

No  fooner,  my  Lords,  will  this  bill  make  drunkennefs  unexpenfive 
and  commodious,  no  fooner  will  fhops  be  opened  in  every  corner  of 
the  ftrects,  in  every  petty  village,  and  in  every  obfcure  cellar  for  the 
reuil  of  thefe  liquors^  than  the  work-rooms  will  be  forfaken,  when 
the  artificer  has  by  the  labour  of  a  fmall  part  of  the  day  procured 
what  will  be  fufficient  to  intoxicate  him  for  the  remaining  hours ; 
for  he  will  hc^d  it  ridiculous  to  wafte  any  part  of  his  life  in  fuperfluous 
diligence,  and  will  readily  affign  to  merriment  and  frolicks  that  time 
which  he  now  fpends  in  ufeful  occupations. 

But  fuch  is  the  quality  of  thefe  liquors,  that  he  will  not  long  be 
able  to  divide  his  life  between  labour  and  debauchery,  he  will  foon 
find  himfelf  difabled  by  his  excefles  from  the  profecution  of  his  work, 
and  thofe  fhops  which  were  before  abandoned  for  the  fake  of  pleafure, 
will  foon  be  made  defolate  by  ftcknefs  ;  thofe  who  were  before  idle, 
will  become  difeafed,  and  either  perifh  by  untimely  deaths,  or  languifh 
in  mifery  and  want,  an  ufelefs  burthen  to  the  public. 

Nor,  my  Lords,  will  the  nation  only  fufFer  by  the  dcduftion  of 
fuch  numbers  from  ufefu!  employments,  but  by  the  addition  of  great 
multitudes  to  thofe  who  muft  be  fupported  by  the  charity  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  manufafturer,  who  by  the  ufc  of  fpirituous  liquors  weakens 
his  limbs  or  deftroys  his  health,  at,  once  takes  from  the  community 
to  which  he  belongs,  a  member  by  which  the  common  ftock  was 
increafed,  and  by  leaving  a  helplefs  femily  behind  him,  increafes  the 
burthen  which  the  common  llock  muft  neceflarily  fupport.  And  the 
trader  or  hufbandman  is  obliged  to  pay  more  towards  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor,  by^he  fame  accident  which  diminifhcs  his  trade  or  his 
karveft,  which  takes  away  part  of  the  aiSftance  which  he  received, 
and  raifes  the  price  of  the  reft. 

That  thefe  liquors,  my  Lords,  liquors  of  which  the  ftrength  is 
heightened  by  diftillation,  have  a  natural  tendency  to  inflame  the 
Wood,  to  confume  the  vital  juices,  deftroy  the  force  of  the  veffels, 
conrraft  the  nerves,  and  weaken  the  finews,  that  they  not  only  dif- 
order  the  mind  for  a  time,  but  by  a  frequent  ufe  precipitate  old  ggc, 
exafperate  difeafes,  and  multiply  and  increafe  all  the  infirmities  to 
which  the  body  of  man  is  liable,  is  generally  known  to  all  whofe  re* 
gard  to  their  own  health,  or  ftudy  to  preferve  that  of  others,  has  at 
any  time  engaged   them  in   fuch  enquiries,  and  would  have  been 

C  c  4  more 
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more  clearly  explained  to  your  Lordfliips,  had  the  learned  phyficians 
been  fuffered  to  have  given  their  opinions  on  this  fubjeS,  as  was 
yefterday  propofed. 

Why  that  propofal  was  reje£led,  my  Lords^  for  what  reafon,  in 
the  difcuflion  of  fo  important  a  quellion,  any  kind  of  evidence  was 
refufed,  pollerity  will  find  it  difficult  to  explain,  without  imputing  to 
your  Lordfhips  fuch  motives  as,  I  hope,  will  never  operate  iii  this 
Aflembly.  It  will  be,  perhaps,  thought  that  the  danger  was  generally 
known,  though  not  acknowledged  j  and  that  thofe  who  refolved  to 
pafs  tlie  bill,  had  no  other  care  than  to  obftru(5l  fuch  informations  as 
'  might  prove  to  mankind,  that  they  were  incited  by  other  defigns  than 
that  of  promoting  the  public  good. 

It  is  not,  however,  neceifary  that  any  very  curious  enquiries 
(hould  be  made  for  the  difcovery  of  that  which,  indeed,  cannot  be 
concealed,  and  which  every  man  has  an  opportunity  of  remarking 
that  pafles  through  the  (Irects* 

So  public,  fo  enormous,  and  fo  pernicious  has  been  this  dreadful 
method  of  debauchery,  that  it  has  excited  and  baffled  the  diligence  of 
the  magiftrates,  who  have  endeavoured  to  ftop  its  progrefs  or  hinder 
its  efietSts.  They  found  their  efforts  inciFc£tual,  and  their  diligoice 
not  only  not  ufeful  to  the  public,  but  dangerous  to  themfelves. 
They  quickly  experienced,  my  Lords,  the  folly  of  thofe  laws  which 
punifh  crimes  inftead  of  preventing  them ;  they  found  that  legal  au- 
thority had  little  influence,  when  oppofed  to  the  madnefs  of  multi- 
tudes intoxicated  with  fpirits,  and  that  the  voice  of  juftice  was  but 
very  little  heard  amidfl  the  clamours  of  riot  and  drunkennefs. 

We  live,  my  Lords,  in  a  nation,  where  the  efFe6b  of  ftrong 
liquors  have  been  for  a  long  time  too  well  known ;  we  know  that 
they  produce  in  almoft  every  one  a  high  opinion  of  his  own  merit; 
that  they  blow  the  latent  fparks  of  pride  into  itame,  and,  therefore, 
tieftroy  all  voluntary  fubmifiion ;  they  put  an  end  to  fubordination, 
and  raife  every  man  to  an  equality  with  his  mailer,  or  his  governor. 
They  reprefs  all  that  awe  by  which  men  are  reilrained  within  the 
limits  of  their  proper  fpheres,  and  incite  •every  man  to  prefs  upon  him 
that  ilands  before  him,  that  ftands  in  the  place  of  which  that  fudden 
elevation  of  heart,  which  drunkennefs  bellows,  makes  him  think 
himfclf  more  worthy. 

Pride,  my  Lords,  is  the  parent,  and  intrepidity  the  fofterer  of  re- 
fuitment ;  for  this  reafon,  men  are  almofl  always  inclined^  in  thei^ 
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ddiauche$,  to  quarrels  and  to  blood-flied ;  they  think  more  highly  of 
their  own  merit,  and,  therefore,  more  readily  conclude  themfelves 
injured ;  they  are  wholly  divefted  of  fear,  infenfible  of  prefent  dan- 
ger, fuperior  to  all  authority,  and  therefore,  thoughtlefs  of  future 
punifhment ;  and  what  then  can  binder  them  from  expreffing  their 
rcfentment  with  the  moft  ofFenfive  freedom,  or  purfuing  their  revenge 
with  the  nK>(l  daring  violence. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  are  forgotten  difputes  often  revived,  and  after 
having  been  long  reconciled,  are  at  laft  terminated  by  blows ;  thus 
are  lives  deflroyed  upon  the  moft  trifling  occafions,  upon  provoca- 
tions often  imaginary,  upon  chimerical  points  of  honour,  where  he 
who  gave  the  offence,  perhaps  without  defign,  fupports  it  only  be- 
caufe  he  has  given  it ;  and  he  who  refents  it,  purfues  his  refentment 
only  becaufe  he  will  not  acknowledge  his  miftake* 

Thus  are  lives  loft,  my  Lords,  at  a  time,  when  thofe  who  ftt 
them  to  hazard,  are  without  confcioufnefs  of  their  value,  without 
ienfe  of  the  laws  which  they  violate,  and  without  regard  to  any  mo- 
tives but  the  immediate  influence  of  rage  and  malice* 

When  we  confider,  my  Lords,  thefe  efFeds  of  drunkenneft,  it 
can  be  no  fubjed  of  wonder,  that  the  magiftrate  finds  himfelf  ovef« 
borne  by  a  multitude  united  againft  him,  and  united  by  general  de- 
bauchery* Government,  my  Lords,  fubfifts  upon  reverence,  and 
what  reverence  can  be  paid  to  the  laws,  by  a  crowd,  of  which  every 
man  is  exalted  by  the  enchantment  of  thofe  intoxicating  fpirits,  ta 
the  independence  of  a  monarch,  the  wifdom  of  a  legiflator,  and  the 
intrepidity  of  a  hero  ?  when  every  man  thinks  thofe  laws  oppreffive 
diat  oppofe  the  execution  of  his*  prefent  intentions,  and  confidefS. 
every  magiftrate  as  his  perfecutor  and  enemy  ? 

Laws,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  reafonj  for  who  ever  attempted  toi 
reflrain  beafts  but  by  force ;  and,  therefore,  thofe  that  propofe  the 
promotion  of  public  happinefs,  which  can  be  produced  only  by  an 
exad  conformity  to  good  laws,  ought  to  endeavour  to  prefcrve  what 
may  properly  be  called  the  public  no/in i  they  ought  to  prevent^ 
general  depravation  of  the  faculties  of  thofe  whofe  benefit  is  intended,^ 
and  whofe  obedience  is  required ;  they  ought  to  uke  care  that  the 
laws  may  be  known,  for  how  elfc  can  they  bo  obferved  ?  and  how 
can*they  be  known,  or  at  Icaft,  how  can  they  be  remembered  in  the 
heats  of  drunkcnncls  ?. 

That 
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That  the  laws  are  univerfally  negleded  and  defied  among  the  lower 
clafs  of  mankind,  among  thofe  whofe  want  of  the  lights  of  knowledge 
and  inftrudion^  makes  pofitive  and  compulfory  di regions  more  ne- 
cefiary  for  the  regulation  of  their  conduft,  is  apparent  from  the  rc- 
prefentation  of  the  magiftrates,  in  which  the  general  diforders  of  tins 
great  city,  the  open  wickedncfs,  the  daring  infolence,  and  unboundd 
licentioufnefs  of  the  common  people,  is  very  juftly  defcribed. 

Their  wickedneft  and  infolence,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  fach,  that 
order  is  almoft  at  an  end,  rank  no  longer  confers  refpe£t,  nor  does 
dignity  afford  fecurity.  The  fame  confidence  produces  infults  and 
robberies,  and  that  inienfibility  with  which  debauchery  arms  the  mind 
equally  againil  fear  anil  pity,  frequently  aggravates  the  guilt  of  rob- 
bery with  greater  crimes ;  thofe  who  are  fo  unhappy  as  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  thieves,  heated  by  fpirits  into  roadmen,  feldom  efcaje 
without  fuffcring  greater  cruelties  than  the  lofs  of  money. 

That  the  ufe  of  thefe  poifonous  draughts  quickly  debilitates  the 
b'mbs,  and  deftroys  the  ftrength  of  the  body ;  however  this  quali^ 
may  impair  our  manufaSures,  weaken  our  armies,  and  diminifh  our 
commerce ;  however  it  may  reduce  our  fleets  to  an  empty  (how,  aixi 
enable  our  enemies  to  triumph  in  the  field,  or  our  rivals  to  fupplant 
us  in  the  market,  can  fcarcely,  my  Lords,  come  under  confideradon, 
when  we  refloSt  how  debauchery  operates  upon  the  morals. 

It  is  happy,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  are  inclined  to  mifchief,  are 
diiabled  in  a  (hort  time  from  executing  their  intentions,  by  the  fame 
caufes  which  excite  them ;  that  they  are  obliged  to  flop  in  the  career 
of  their  crimes,  that  they  are  preferved  from  the  hand  of  the  execu- 
tioner by  the  liquor  which  expofes  them  to  it,  and  that  palfies  eidier 
difable  them  from  purfuing  their  villainies,  or  fevers  put  an  end  to 
their  lives. 

It  is  happy,  my  Lords,  that  what  is  thus  violent,  cannot  be 
lading  5  that  thofe  lives  which  are  employed  in  mifchief,  are  generaUf 
ihort ;  and  that  fince  it  is  the  quality  of  this  malignant  liquor  to  cor- 
rnpt  the  mind,  it  likewifc  deftroys  the  body.     * 

But  this  efFe£^,  my  Lords,  is  not  conftant  or  regular ;  men  fome* 
times  continue  for  many  years,  to  fupply  the  cxpences  of  drunkenncis 
by  rapine,  and  to  exafperate  the  fury  of  rapine  by  drunkenncfs. 
And,  therefore,  though  there  could  be  any  one  fo  regardleis  of  tbe 
bappinefs  of  mankind,  as  to  look^   without  concern,  upon  them 

who 
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who  hurry  thcnnfelvcs  to  the  grave  with  poifon,  he  may  yet  be  incited 
by  his  own  intereft  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  this  praftice,  a  praftice 
which  tends  to  the  fubverfion  of  all  order,  and  the  dcftruftion  of  all 
happinefs.  ^ 

It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,,  that  public  happinefs  muft  be  on  a 
ftated  proportion  to  public  virtue  ;  that  mutual  truft  is  the  cement  of 
fociety,  and  that  no  man  can  be  trufted  but  as  he  is  reputed  honeft. 
To  promote  truft,  my  Lords,  is  the  apparent  tendency  of  all  laws. 
When  the  ties  of  morality  are  enforced  by  penal  fandVions,  men  are 
more  afraid  to  violate  them,  and  therefore,  are  trufted  with  lefs 
danger;  but  when  they  no  longer  fear  the  law,  they  are  to  be 
reftraiaed  only  by  their  confcienccs  ;  and  if  neither  law  nor  confcience 
has  any  influence  upon  their  condud,  they  are  only  a  herd  of  wild 
beafts,  let  loofe  to  prey  upon  each  other,  and  every  man  will  inflift 
orfuffer  pain,  as  he  meets  with  one  ftronger  or  weaker  than  himfelf. 
Thus,  my  Lords,  will  all  authority  ceafe,  property  will  become 
dangerous  to  him  that  poflefles  it,  and  confuilon  will  overfpread  the 
whole  community;  nor  can  itr  be  eafily  conceived,  by  the  moft  cx- 
tenfive  comprehenfion  how  far  the  mifchiefs  may  fpread,  or  where 
the  chain  of  deftruftiveconfequences  will  end. 

If  we  confider  our  fleet  or  our  army,  my  Lords,  it  is  apparent, 
that  neither  obedience  nor  fidelity  can  be  expefted  from  men  upon 
whom  all  the  ties  of  morality,  and  all  the  fan£lions  of  law  have  loft 
their  influence ;  they  will  mutiny  without  fear,  and  defert  without 
/crupie,  and  like  wild  beafts,  will,  upon  the  leaft  provocation,  turn 
ypon  thofe  by  whom  they  ought  to  be  governed. 

But  drunkennefs,  my  Lords,  not  only  corrupts  men,  by  taking 
away  the  (enfe  of  thofe  reftraints  by  which  they  are  generally  kept  in 
awe,  and  withheld  from  the  perpetration  of  villainies,  but  by  fuper- 
adding  the  temptations  of  poverty,  temptations  not  eafily  to  be 
rcfifted,  even  by  thofe  whofe  eyes  are  open  to  the  confequences  of 
their  a<aions,  and  which,  therefore,  will  certainly  prevail  over  thofe 
whofe  apprehenfions  are  laid  afleep,  and  who  never  extend  their 
views  beyond  the  gratification  of  the  prefent  moment. 

Drunkennefs,  my  Lords,  is  the  parent  of  idlenefs ;  for  no  man 
cfan  apply  himfelf  to  the  bufinefs  of  his  trade,  either  while  he  is  drink- 
ing, or  when  he  i$  drunk.  Part  of  his  time  is  fpent  in  jollity,  ^nd 
part  in  imbecillity  ;  when  he  is  amidft  his  companions  he  is  too  gay 
^o  think  of  the  confequences  of  negledting  his  employment;  and 

when 
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when  he  has  overburthened  bimfelf  with  liquor,  he  is  too  feeble  2xd 
too  (lupid  to  follow  it. 

Poverty,  my  Lords,  is  the  offspring  of  idlenefs,  as  idlencfs  of 
dmnkennefs;  ihe  drunkard's  work  is  little  and  his  expences  ait 
great ;  and,  therefore,  he  muft  foon  fee  his  family  diftrefled,  and  bis 
fubftance  reduced  to  nothing  :  and,  furely,  my  Lords,  it  needs  n£ 
ttuch  iagacicy  to  difcover  what  will  be  the  confequence  of  poverty 
produced  by  vice. 

It  is  not  to  be  expeded,  my  Lords,  that  a  man  thus  corrupted  uriB 
he  warned  by  the  approach  of  mifery,  that  he  will  recoiled  his  un- 
derftanding,  and  awaken  his  attention  j  that  he  will  apply  him&lf  to 
his  bufinels  with  new  diligence,  endeavour  to  recover,  by  an  increafe 
of  application,  what  he  has  loft  by  inattention,  and  make  the  re- 
membrance of  his  former  vices,  and  the  difficulties  and  difeaies  whid 
they  brought  upon  him,  an  mcitement  to  his  induftry,  a  confirmatica 
•f  bis  relblution,  and  a  fupport  to  his  virtue. 

That  this  is,  indeed,  poffible,  I  do  not  intend  to  deny»  but  the 
hare  poffibility  of  an  event  fo  defirable,  is  the  utmoft  that  can  be 
admitted ;  for  it  can  fcarcely  be  expe£M,  that  any  man  (hould  be 
able  to  break  through  all  the  obftacles  that  will  obftru^l  his  return 
to  honefty  and  wifdom  ^  his  companions  will  endeavour  to  continue 
the  infiuuating  amufements  which  have  fo  long  deluded  him  ;  his  a|K 
petite  will  affift  their  folicitations ;  the  defire  of  prefent  eafe,  by  which 
all- mankind  are  fometimes  led  afide  from  virtue,  will  operate  with 
unufual  ftrength ;  fmce,  to  retreive  his  mifcondu£b,  he  muft  not 
only  deny  himfeif  the  pleafure  which  he  has  fo  long  indulged,  but 
muft  bear  the  full  view  of  his  diftrefs  from  which  he  will  naturally 
turn  afide  his  eyes.  The  general  difficulty  of  reformation  will 
incline  him  to  feek  for  eafe  by  any  other  means,  and  to  delay  that 
;imendment  which  he  knows  to  be  neceflary,  from  hour  to  hour, 
wd  from  day  to  day,  till  his  refolutions  are  too  much  weakened  to 
prove  of  any  eSe£^,  and  his  habits  confirmed  beyond  oppoCtion. 

At  length,  neceffity,  immediate  neceffity,  preflcs  upon  him ;  bis 
^mily  is  made  clamorous  by  want,  and  his  calls  of  nature  and  of 
luxury  arc  equally  importunate  i  he  has  now  loft  his  credit  in  tbe 
world,  and  none  will  employ  him,  becaufe  none  will  truft  him,  or 
employment  cannot  immediately  be,  perhaps,  obtained ;  becaufe  his 
place  has  for  a  long  time  been  fupplied  by  others.  And,  even  if  be 
(lould  obtain,  a  re-admiffioa  to  his  former  bufincfs,  his  wants  are  now 

too 
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too  great  and  too  prciEng  to  be  fupplicd  by  the  flow  methods  of 
regular  induftry  5  he  muft  repair  bis  loffcs  by  more  efficacious  expe* 
dients,  and  muft  find  fome  methods  of  acquifition,  by  which  the  im«* 
portunity  of  his  creditors  may  be  fatisfied. 

Induftry  is  now,  by  long  habits  of  idlenefs,  become  almoft  im« 
pradicable ;  his  attention  haying  been  long  amufed  by  pleafmg  objeds, 
and  diffipated  by  jollity  and  merriment,  is  not  readily  recalled  to  a 
u(k  which  is  unpleafing,  becaufe  it  is  enjoined  ;  and  his  limbs 
enervated  by  hot  and  ftrong  liquors,  liquors  of  the  moft  pernicious 
kind,  cannot  fupport  the  fatigues  neceflary  in  the  pradice  of  his 
trade ;  what  vras  once  wholefome  exercife  is  now  infupportable 
fittiguc)  and  he  has  not  now  time  to  habituate  himfelf  by  degrees  to  ' 
Ait  application  which  he  has  intermitted,  that  labour  which  he  has 
difufed,  or  thofe  arts  which  he  has  forgotten. 

In  this  ftate,  my  Lords,  he  eafily  perfuades  himielf,  tliat  his  con* 
dition  is  defperate,  that  no  legal  methods  will  relieve  him;  and  that, 
therefore,  he  has  nothing  to  hope  but  from  the  efforts  of  defpair^ 
Thefe  thotights  are  quickly  confirmed  by  his  companions,  whom  the 
£une  mifcondud  has  reduced  to  the  fame  diftrefs,  and  who  have  al- 
ready tried  the  pleafures  of  being  fupported  by  the  labour  of  others. 
Tbey  do  not  fiiil  to  explain  to  him  the  poffibility  of  fudden  affluence^ 
and  at  worft  to  celebrate  the  fattsfadlion  of  fhort-lived  merriment* 
He,  therefore,  engages  with  them  in  their  nocturnal  expeditions,  an 
iflbciation  of  wickednefs  is  formed,  and  that  man,  who  before  he 
tafled  this  infatuating  liquor,  contributed  every  day,  by  honeft  b« 
bour,  to  the  happinefs  or  convenience  of  life,  who  fupported  hfs 
fiunily  in  decent  plenty,  and  was  himfelf  at  eafe,  become  at  once 
miferable  and  wicked  ;  is  detefted  as  a  nuifance  by  the  communit}'^ 
^  hunted  by  the  officers  of  juftice ;  nor  has  mankind  any  thing  now 
to  wifii  or  hope  with  regard  to  him,  but  that  by  hisfpeedy  deftru<9ion^ 
the  fecurity  of  the  roads  may  be  reftored,  and  the  tranquillity  of  th^ 
night  be  fee  free  from  the  alarms  of  robbery  and  murder. 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  con&quences  which  nccefiarily  enfue 
fifom  the  uie  of  thofe  pernicious,  thofe  infatuating  fpirits,  which  have 
jiiftly  abrmed  every  man  whom  pleafure  or  floth  has  not  wholly  en« 
grofledy  and  who  has  ever  looked  upon  the  various  fcenes  of  life  with 
that  attention  which  their  importance  demand. 

Among  thefe,  my  Lords,  the  clergy  have^diftinguifhed  themfelve^ 
b;  a  zealous  oppofitioa  to  this  growing  evil,  and  have  warned  their 
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hearers  with  the  warmeft  concern  againft  the  mifery  and  wickednefs 
ivhich  muft  always  be  the  attendants  or  the  followers  of  drunkennefs. 
*  One  among  them,  whofe  merit  has  raifed  him  to  a  feat  in  this 
auguftAflfembly,  and  whofe  inftrudions  are  enforced  by  the  fandityof 
bis  life,  has,  in  a  very  cogent  and  pathetical  manner  difplayed  the 
enormity  of  this  deteftable  fin^  the  univerfality  of  Its  prevalence,  ztA 
the  malignity  of  its  efFe£b ;  and  in  his  difcourfe  on  the  infirotarj 
of  this  city,  has  obferved  with  too  much  juftnefs,  that  the  loweft  of 
the  people  are  infe^d  with  this  vice,  and  that  even  necejjity  is  heenu 
luxurieusm 

Many  other  authorities  f  might  be  produced,  and  fome  others  I 
have  now  in  my  hand  \  but  the  recital,  of  them  would  wafte  the  day 
to  no  purpofe :  for  furely  it  is  not  neceilary  to  fhow  by  a  long  deduc- 
tion of  authorities  the  guilt  of  drunkennefs,  or  to  prove  that  it 
weakens  the  body,  or  that  it  depraves  the  mind,  that  it  makes  nun- 
kind  too  feeble  for  labour,  too  indolent  for  application,  too  fiuptd 
for  ingenuity,  and  too  daring  for  the  peace  of  fociety. 

This,  furely,  my  Lords,  is  therefore  a  vice,  which  ought  with  die 
tttmoft  care  to  be  difcouraged  by  thofe  whofe  birth  or  ftation  has 
conferred  upon  them  the  province  of  watching  over  the  public  hap- 
^Inefs  \  and  which  furely  no  profpe^  of  prefcnt  advantage,  no  argu- 
ments of  political  convenience,  will  prevail  opon  this  Houfe  to 
promote. 

That  the  natural  and  evident  tendency  of  this  bill  is  the  propagadon 
of  drunkennefs,  cannot  be  denied,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  it  will 
increafe  the  temptations  to  it  by  making  that  liquor,  which  is  the 
favourite  of  the  common  people,  more  common,  by  multiplying  the 
places  at  which  it  is  fold,  fo  that  none  can  want  an  opportunity  of 
yielding  to  any  fudden  impulfe  of  his  appetite,  which  will  folicit  him 
more  powerfully  and  more  inceilantly  as  they  are  more  frequendy 
and  more  eaiily  gratified. 

In  defence  of  a  bill  like  this,  my  Lords,  it  might  be  expefieJi 
that  at  leaft,  many  fpecious  arguments  fliould  be  offered.  It  may 
be  juftly  hoped  that  no  man  will  rife  up  in  oppofition  to  all  laws  of 
heaven  and  earth,  to  the  wifdom  of  all  legiflators,  and  the  experience 
of  every  human  being,  without  having  formed  fuch  a  train  of  argO' 

*  Now  BjQiop  of  Sanim.  f  He  read  the  preamble  to  a  former  ImII,  tbe 
opinioa  of  the  College  of  Phyiiciant* 
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raents  as  will  not  eafily  Be  difconcerted,  gr  having  formed  at  leaft 
fuch  a  chain  offophiftry  as  cannot  be  broken  but  with  difficulty. 

And  yet,  my  Lords,  when  I  copfider  what  has  been  offered  by  all 
who  have  hitherto  appeared  either  in  public  aflemblies,  or  in  private 
conver&tion,  as  advocates  for  this  bill,  I  can  fcarcely  believe,  that 
they  perceive  themfelves  any  force  in  their  own  arguments  ;  and  am 
inclined  to  conclude,  that  they  fpeak  only  to  avoid  the  imputation  of 
being  able  to  fay-  nothing  in  defence  of  their  own  fcheme  ;  that  their 
hope 'is  not  to  convince  by  their  reafons,  but  to  overpower  by*  their 
numbers;  that  they  are  themfelves  influenced  not  by  reafon  but  by 
neceffity  $  and  that  they  only  encourage  luxury,  becaufe  money  is  ta 
be  raifed  foF  the  execution  of  their  fchemes  ;  and  they  imagine,  that 
the  people  will  pay  more  chearfully  for  liberty  to  indulge  their  appe- 
tites, than  for  any  other  enjoyment. 

The  arguments  which  have  been  offered,  my  Lords,  in  vindication 
of  this  bill,  or  at  leaft  which  I  have  hitherto  heard,  are  only  two,  and 
tbofe  two  fo  unhappily  aflTociated,  that  they  deftroy  each  other ;  what- 
ever (hall  be  urged  to  enforce  the  fecond,  muft  in  the  fame  proportion 
invalidate  the  iirft  ;  and  whoever  (ball  aflert,  that  the  firft  is  true,  muft 
admit  that  the  fecond  is  faUe. 

Tbefe  pofitions,  my  Lords,  the  unlucky  pofitions  which  are  laid 
down  by  the  defenders  of  this  pernicious  bill  are,  that  it  will  fupply 
the  neceffities  of  the  government  with  a  very  large  ftanding  revenue, 
on  the  credit  of  which,  ftrengthened  by  the  additional  fecurity  of 
the  finking  fund,  a  fum  will  be  advanced  fufficient  to  fupport  the  ex* 
pences  of  a  foreign  war ;  and  that  at  the  fame  time  it  will  kSkn  the 
confumption  of  the  liquors  from  whence  this  duty  is  to  arife. 

By  what  arts  of  political  ratiocination  thefe  propofitions  are  to 
be  reconciled,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover.  It  appears  evident,  my 
Lords,  that  large  revenuesL  can  only  be  raifed  by  the  fale  of  large 
quantities ;  and  that  larger  quantities  will  in  reality  be  fold,  as  the 
pice  is  little  or  nothing  raifed,  and  the  venders  are  greatly  increafed. 

If  thTs  will  not  be  the  efFed,  my  Lords,  and  if  this  effed  is  not 
expeded,  why  is  this  bill  propofed  as  fufficient  to  raife  the  immenie 
fums  which  our  prefent  exigencies  require  ?  Can  duties  be  paid  with- 
out confumption  of  the  commodity  on  which  they  are  laid  ?  and  is 
diere  any  other  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  than  that  of  drinking  them  ? 

Surely^  my  Lords,  it  is  not  expelled,  that  any  arguments  (hould 
k  admitted  in  this  Houfe  without  examination ;  and  yet  it  might  be 
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juftly  imagined,  that  this  aflertipn  could  only  be  offered  in  full  confi- 
dence of  an  implicit  reception,  and  this  tenet  be  propofed  only  to 
thofe  who  had  refigned  their  underftandings  to  the  didates  of  die 
miniftfy ;  for  it  is  implied  in  this  pofition,  that  the  plenty  of  a  com- 
modity diminifhes  the  demand  for  it  ^  and  that  the  more  freely  it  is 
kidy  the  lefs  it  will  he  bought.  It  implies,  that  men  will  lay  volun* 
tary  reftraints  upon  themfelves,  in  proportion  as  they  are  indulged  by 
their  governors ;  and  that  all  prdiibitory  laws  tend  to  the  promotions 
of  the  practices  which  they  condemn ;  it  implies,  that  a  flop  can  only 
be  put  to  fornication  by  increafing  the  number  of  proftitutes,  and 
that  theft  is  only  to  be  reftrained  by  leaving  your  doors  open. 

I  am,  for  my  part,  convinced,  that  drunkards  as  well  as  thieves 
are  made  by  opportunity ;  and  that  no  man  will  deny  himfelf  what 
he  defires,  merely  becaufe  it  is  allowed  him  by  the  laws  of  his 
country. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  fo  evident,  that  I  fhall  no  longer  dwell  upon 
the  allertion,  that  the  unbounded  liberty  of  retailingipirits  will  make 
fpirits  lefs  ufed  in  the  nation  -,  but  (hall  examine  the  fecond  argument, 
and  confider  how  for  it  is  poffible  or  proper  to  raife  fupplies  by  a  tax 
upon  drunkennefs. 

That  large  fums  will  be  raifed  by  the  bill,  to  which  the  confent  of 
your  Lordfliips  is  now  required,  I  can  readily  admit,  becaufe  the 
confumption  of  fpirits  will  certainly  be  greater,  and  the  licences  taken 
for  retailing  them  fo  numerous,  that  a  much  lower  duty  than*  is  pro- 
pofed will  amount  yearly  to  a  very  large  fum ;  for  if  the  felicity  of 
drunkennefs  can  be  more  cheaply  obtained  by  buying  fpirits  than 
ale,  when  both  are  to  be  found  at  the  fame  place,  it  is  eafy  to  Tee 
which  will  be  preferred ;  this  argument,  therefore,  is  irrefragable^ 
and  may  be  urged  in  favour  of  the  bill  without  danger  of  confutation. 

But,  my  Lords,  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  governors  not  fo  much  to 
drain  the  purfes,  as  to  regulate  the  morals  of  the  people;  not  only 
to  raife  taxes,  but  to  levy  them  in  fuch  a  nuinner,  as  may  be  leaft 
burthenfome,  and  to  apply  them  to  purpofes  which  may  be  moft  ufe- 
ful ;  not  to  raife  money  by  corrupting  the  nation,  that  it  may  be  fpent 
in  enllaving  it. 

It  has  been  mentioned  by  a  very  celebrated  writer,  as  a  rational 
pradice  in  the  cxercife  of  government,  to  tax  fuch  commodities  as 
were  abufed  to  the  increafe  of  vice,  that  vice  may  be  difcouraged  by 
being  made  more  expcnfivc  j  and  therefore  the  community  in  time 
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to  be  fet  free  from  it :  but  die  tax  which  is  now  propofed,  my 
Lords,  is  of  a  different  kind ;  it  ia  a  tax  laid  upon  vice^  indeed, 
but  it  is  to  arife  from  the  licences  granted  to  wtckednefs,  and  its 
coniequences  muft  be  the  increafe  of  debauchery,  not  the  reftraint. 
It  is  a  tax  which  will  be  readily  paid,  becaufe  it  will  be  little  felt ; 
and  becaufe  it  will  be  litde  felt,  it  is  hoped,  that  multitudes  will 
fubjeS  themfelves  to  it« 

The  ad  which  is  now  to  be  repealed,  was  indeed  of  a  very  difb 
fcrent  nature,  though  perhaps  not  free  from  very  juft  objedions.  It 
had  this  advantage,  at  leaft,  that  fo  far  as  it  was  put  in  execution,  it 
obftru<£led  drunkennefs ;  nor  has  the  examination  of  the  officers  of 
excife  dtfcovered  any  imperfedion  in  the  law ;  for  it  has  only  failed^ 
becaufe  it  was  timoroufly  or  negligently  executed. 

Why  it  was  not  vigoroufly  and  diligently  enforced,  I  have  never 
yet  been  able  to  dtfcover.  If  the  magiftrates  were  threatened  by 
the  populace,  the  neccffity  of  fuch  laws  was  more  plainly  proved; 
for  what  juftifies  the  feverity  of  coercion  but  the  prevalence  of  the 
crime  ?  and  what  may  not  be  feared  from  crowds  intoxicated  with 
fpirits,  whole  infolence  and  fury  is  alreadjr  fuch,  that  they  dare  to 
threaten  the  government  by  which  they  are  debarred  from  the  ufe  of 
them? 

This,  my  Lords,  is  a  refle£Hon  that  ought  not  to  be  pafled  (lightly 
oirer.  The  nature  of  our  conftitution,  happy  as  it  is,  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged to  produce  this  inconvenience,  that  it  inclines  the  com- 
mon people  to  turbulence  and  fedition ;  the  nature  of  fpirituous  li- 
quors is  fuch,  that  they  inflame  thefe  difpofitions,  already  too  much 
predominant ;  and  yet  the  turbulence  of  the  people  is  made  a  reafon 
for  licenfing. drunkennefs,  and  allowing  without  limitation  the  fale  of 
ibofe  fpirits  by  which  that  turbulence  muft  be  certainly  increafed. 

It  may  be  perhaps  urged,  (for  indeed  I  know  not  what  elfe  can  be 
decently  alledged)  that  there  is  a  ncceffity  of  raifmg  money,  that  no 
other  method  can  be  invented,  and  that  therefore  this  ought  not  to 
be  <vpo<ed.  , 

I  know,  my  Lords,  that  minifters  generally  confider,  as  the  teft  of 
each  man's  loyalty,  the  readtnefs  with  which  he  concurs  with  them  ia 
dieir  fchemes  for  raifing  money ;  and  that  they  think  all  oppofition  to 
thefe  fchemes  which  are  calculated  for  the  fupport  of  the  government, 
the  ctkSt  of  a  criminal  difaiFe£tton ;  that  they  always  think  it  a  fuffi^ 
dent  vindication  of  any  law>  that  it  will  bring  in  very  large  fums ; 
•     Vol.  IL  D  d  and 
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and  that  they  think  no  meafures  pernicious,  nor  laws  dangerous,  bj 
which  the  revenue  is  not  impaired. 

If  government  was  inftituted  only  to  raife  money,  tfaefe  minifterial 
fchemes  of  policy  would  be  without  exception  ;  nor  could  it  be 
denied,  that  the  prefent  minifters  (hew  thcmfelvcs  by  this  expedietf 
uncommon  mafters  of  then:  profeflion.  But  the  end  of  governmeit 
is  only  to  promote  virtue,  of  which  happinefs  is  the  confequence  -,  and 
therefore  to  fupport  government  by  propagating  vice,  is  to  fupport  it 
by  means  which  deftroy  the  end  for  which  it  was  originally  eftabliflied, 
and  for  which  its  continuance  is  to  be  defired. 

If  money  therefore  cannot  be  raifed  but  by  this  bill,  if  the  expenccs 
of  the  government  cannot  be  defrayed  but  by  corrupting  the  morals  of 
the  people,  I  (hall  without  fcruple  declare,  that  money  ought  not  t» 
be  raifed^  nor  the  defigns  of  the  government  fupported,  becauie  tk 
people  canfufier  nothing  from  the  failure  of  public  meafures^  or  even 
from  the  diflblution  of  the  government  itfelf,  whicli  will  be  cquallf 
to  be  dreaded  or  avoided  with  an  univerfal  depravity  of  morals,  and  a 
general  decay  of  corporeal  vigour.  Even  the  infolence  of  a  foreign 
conqueror  can  in&iSt  nothing  more  fevere  than  the  difeafes  which 
debauchery  produces ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  feared  from  the  difbrden 
of  anarchy  more  dangerous  or  more  calamitous,  than  the  madnefi  of 
fedition,  or  the  miieries  which  muft  enfue  to  each  individual  from 
vniverfal  wickednefs. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  expedient  by  which  we  are  now  about  to 
raife  the  fupplies  for  the  prefent  year  ^  and  fuch  is  the  new  method 
cf  taxation  which  the  fagacity  of  our  minifters  has  luckily  difcovered. 
A  foreign  war  is  to  be  fupported  by  the  deftrudion  of  our  pe<^le  at 
home,  and  the  revenue  of  the  government  to  be  improved  by  the  decaf 
ef  our  manufadures*  We  are  to  owe  henceforward  our  power  to 
epidemical  difeafes,  our  wealth  to  the  declenfion  of  our  commerce, 
and  our  (ecurity  to  riot  and  to  tumult. 

There  is  yet  another  confideration,  my  Lords,  which  ought  well 
to  be  regarded,  before  we  fuffer  this  bill  to  pafs.  Maay  laws  ait 
merely  experimental,  and  have  been  made,  not  becaufe  the  legiflature 
thought  them  indifputably  proper,  but  becaufe  no  better  could  at  that 
time  be  flruck  out,  and  becaufe  the  arguments  in  their  -favour  ap- 
peared ftronger  than  thoie  againfl  them^  or  becauie  the  queftions  to 
which  they  related  were  fo  dark  and  intricate,  that  nothing  waste 
be  determined  with  certainty,  and  no  other  method  could  tbeiefore 
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be  followed,  but  that  of  making  the  firft  attempts  at  hazard^  and 
correSing  thefc  errors,  or  fupplying  thefe  defeSs  which  might  hdfe^ 
after  be  difcovered  by  thofe  lights  which  time  fhould  afFord. 

Though  I  am  far  from  thinking,  rtiy  Lords,  that  the  queftion  re- 
lating to  the  efie£h  of  this  law,  is  either  doubtful  or  obfcure;  though 
I  am  certain  that  the  means  of  reforming  the  vice  which  its  advocates 
pretend  it  is  defigncd  to  prevent,  are  obvious  and  eafy  ;  yet  I  lhoul<l* 
have  hoped,  that  the  projectors  of  fuch  a  fcheme  would  have  allowed 
at  leaft  the  uncertainty  of  the  falutary  efFe£ls  expeded  from  it,  and 
would  therefore  have  made  fome  provifion  for  the  repeal  of  it,  when 
it  (hould  be  found  to  fail. 

But,  my  Lords,  our  minifters  appear  to  have  thought  it  fulEcient 
t6  endear  them  to  their  country,  and  immortalize  their  names,  tha€ 
they  have  invented  a  new  method  of  raiflng  money,  and  feem  to 
have  very  little  regard  to  any  part  of  the  art  of  government ;  they 
will  at  leaft  in  their  own  opinion  have  deferved  applaufe,  if  they 
leave  the  public  revenue  greater,  by  whatever  diminution  of  the 
public  virtue. 

They  have  therefore^*  my  Lords,  wifely  contrived  a  neceflity  of 
continuing  this  law,  whatever  may  be  its  confequences,  and  how 
fatal  (bever  its  abufes ;  for  they  not  only  mortgage  the  duties  upon 
fpirits  for  the  preient  fupply,  but  fubftitute  them  in  the  place  of  ano«> 
ther  fircurity  given  to  the  Bank  by  the  Pot- A£l ;  and  therefore,  fmcc 
it  will  not  be  eafy  to  form  another  tax  of  equal  produce,  we  can  have 
very  little  hope  that  this  will  be  remitted. 

There  will  be  indeed  only  one  method  of  fetting  the  nation  free 
firom  the  calamities  which  this  law  will  bring  upon  it ;  and  as  I  doubt 
not  but  that  method  will  at  laft  be  followed,  it  will  certkinly  deferve 
die  attention  of  yourLordfhips,  as  the  third  confideration  to  which, 
in  our  debates  on  this  bill,  particular  regard  ought  to  be  paid. 

Tliat  the  licence  of  drunkennefs,  and  the  unlimited  confumptioR 
of  ipirituous  liquors,  will  fill  the  whole  kingdom  with  idlenefs,  dif-* 
cales,  riots,  and  confufion,  cannot  be  doubted }  nor  can  it  be  quef« 
tioned,  but  that  in  a  very  ihort  time  the  Senate  will  be  crowded  with 
petitions  from  all  the  trading  bodies  in  the  kingdom,  for  the  regulation 
of  the  workmen  and  fervants,  forthe  extin&ion  of  turbulence  and 
riot,  and  for  the  removal  of  irrefiftible  temptations  to  idlenefs  and 
fraud.  Thefe  reprefentations  may  be  for  a  time  negleSed,  but  muft 
toon  or  late  be  beard  ^  the  minifters  will  be  obliged  to  repeal  this  law, 
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lor  the  fame  reafon  that  indoced  them  t»  propofe  it.  Idknefe  aid 
ficknefa  will  impair  our  manufadures,  and  the  diminution  of  oor  trade 
will  Icffen  the  revenue. 

They  will  then,  my  Lords,  find  that  their  fcheme,wiA  whatever 
profpeds  of  profit  it  may  now  flatter  them,  was  formed  with  no  ex- 
tenfive  views ;  and  that  it  was  only  the  expedient  of  political  avarice, 
wbieh  facrificed  a  greater  diftant  advantage  to  the  immediate  fatit 
feaion  of  prcfent  gain.  They  will  find,  that  they  have  corrupted 
the  people  without  obtaining  any  advantage  by  then:  crime,  and  that 
they  muft  have  recourfe  to  fome  new  contrivance  by  which  their ovn 
errors  may  be  retrieved. 

In  this  diftrefs,  my  Lords,  they  can  only  do  what  indeed  they  now 
feem  to  defign  -,  they  can  only  repeal  this  a£l  by  .charging  the  debt, 
whlcb  it  has  enabled  them  to  contrad,  upon  the  finking  ftmd,  upos 
that  facred  depofit  which  was  for  a  time  fuppofed  unalienaUe,  and 
from  which  arofe  all  the  hopes  that  were  fomettmes  formed  by  the 
nation,  of  being  delivered  firom  that  load  of  impofts,  which  it  can- 
not much  longer  fupport.  They  can  only  give  fecurtty  for  this  new 
debt,  by  difabling  us  for  ever  from  paying  ^former. 

The  bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will  therefore  be  equally  per* 
nicious  in  its  immediate  and  remoter  confequences ;  it  will  SHI 
corrupt  the  people,  and  deftroy  our  trade,  and  afterwards  intercept 
that  fund  which  is  appropriated  to  the  moft  ufeful  and  defirableof  al 
political  purpofes,  the  gradual  alleviation  of  the  public  debt. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  that  a  bill  of  this  portentous  kind,  a  bill  big 
with  innumerable  mifchiefs,  and  without  one  beneficial  tendeDCy^  will 
be  rejefled  by  this  Houfe,  without  the  form  of  commitment ;  that  it 
will  not  be  the  fubjed  of  a  debate  amongft  us,  whether  we  fball  coo- 
fent  to  poifon  the  nation;  and  that  inftead  of  enquiring,  whether  die 
meafures  which  are  now  purfued  by  the  miniftry  ought  to  be  fup' 
ported  at  the  expence  of  virtue,  tranquillity  and  trade,  wefhouH 
examine,  whether  they  are  not  fuch  as  ought  to  be  oppofed  for  their 
own  fake,  even  without  the  confideration  of  the  immenfe  fums  whicb 
they  apparently  demand. 

I  am  indeed  of  opinion,  that  the  fucce(s  of  the  prefent  fchemes  will 
not  be  of  any  benefit  to  the  nation,  and  believe  likewire,'that  there  is 
very  little  profpeA  of  fuccefs.  I  am  at  leaft  convinced,  that  no  ad- 
vantage can  countervail  the  mifchiefs  of  this  deteftable  bill  $  whicb 
therefore  I  fhall  fteadily  oppofe,  though  I  have  already  dwelt  upo° 
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tfiit  fubjed  perhaps  too  long;  yet  as  I  fpeak  only  from  an  unpreju* 
diced  regard  to  the  public^  I  hope  if  any  new  arguments  (hall  be  at* 
tempted,  that  I  Ihall  be  allowed  the  liberty  of  making  a  reply. 

Lord  Bathurst  replied. to  the  following  purport  :-«^My  Lords, 
I  doubt  not  but  the  noble  Lord  has  delivered  on  this  occafion  his  real 
lenttments,  and  that  in  his  opinion  the  ha^pineft  of  our  country,  the 
legard  which  ought  always  to  be  paid  to  die  promotion  of  virtue,  re- 
quire that  this  biU  fliould  be  rejected.  I  am  fiur  from  fufpe&'ng,  that 
fuch  an  appearance  of  zeal  can  conceal  any  private  views,  or  that 
liich  pathetic  exclamations  can  proceed  but  from  a  mind  really  afFefted 
with  hoaeft  anxiety« 

This  anxiety,  my  Lords,  I  fliall  endeavour  to  diffipate  before  it 
has  been  communicated  to  others  i  for  I  think  it  no  lefs  the  duty  of 
every  man  who  approves  the  public  meafures,  to  vindicate  them  from 
mifreprefentation,  than  of  him  to  whom  they  appear  pernicious  or 
dangerous,  to  warn  bis  fello  w-fubje£la  of  .that  danger. 

I,  my  Lords,  am  one  of  thofe  who  are  convinced,  that  the  bill  now 
before  us,  which  has  been  cenfured  as  fundamentally  wrong,  is  in 
reality  fundamentally  right ;  that  the  end  which  is  propofed  by  it  is 
juft,  and  the  means  which  are  prelcribed  in  it  will  accomplifh  th^ 
purpofe  for  which  they  were  contrived. 

The  end  of  this  bill,  my  Lords,  is  to  dimiitiih  the  confumption 
ef  dIfttUed  fpirits,  to  reftrain  the  populace  of  thefe  kingdoms  from 
a  liquor  which,  when  ufed  in  excefs,  has  a  malignity  to  the  laft  de* 
gree  dangerous,  which  at  once  inebriates  and  polfons,  impairs  the 
force  of  the  underfianding,  and  deflroys  the  vigour  of  the  body ; 
and  to  attain  this,  I  think  it  absolutely  right  to  lay  a  tax  upon  tb^e 
tiquors. 

Of  the  vice  of  drunkennefs,  my  Lords,  no  man  has  a  ftronger 
abhorrence  than  myfelf  ^  of  the  pernicious  confequences  of  thefe 
liquors,  which  are  now  chiefly  ufed  by  the  common  people,  no  man 
is  more  folly  convinced,  and  therefore  none  can  more  sealoufly  wi(h, 
that  drunkennefs  may  be  fupprefled,  and  diftilled  fpirits  withheld  from 
the  people. 

The  diforders  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord,  are  undoubtedly  the 
confequences  of  the  prefent  ufe  of  thefe  liquors,  but  thefe  are  not  its 
worft  tScch.  The  offenders  againft  the  law,  may  by  the  law  be 
ibmetimes  reclaimed,  and  at  other  times  cut  off;  nor  can  thefe 
ppi^cesy  however  injurious  to  particular  perfons,  in  any  great  de- 
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gree  impair  the  genend  happinefs.  The  worft  effeds^  dierefoiie» 
of  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  are  th&t  idlenefs  and  extravagance  which  t| 
ha$  introduced  among  the  common  people,  by  which  our  commerce 
^u^  be  obftruSed,  am)  our  prefent  riches  and  plefity  every  day  di- 
ininiihed. 

This  pernicious  |>ra£lic0,  my  Lords,  is  difTeminated  fart;her  thao 
could  be  reafonably  believed  by  thofe  whofe  infereft  has  not  incited^ 
or  curiofity  induced  them  to  enquire  ipto  the  pradice  of  the  difiercDt 
plafles  of  men.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  farmers  have  been  hitherto 
diftinguiflied  by  the  virtues  of  frugality,  temperance,  and  iaduftryj 
that  they  laboured  hard,  and  fpent  little  ;  and  were  therefore  juftly 
ponfldered  as  an  innocent  and  ufeful  part  of  the  community»  wbofe 
employment  and  parfimony  preferved  them  in  a  great  meafure  from 
the  general  infection  of  vice  wl}ich  fpread  its  influence  among  the 
traders  and  men  of  eftates. 

But  even  this  abftemious  clafs  of  men,  my  Lords,  have  of  late  re- 
laxed their  frugality,  and  fuiFered  themfelves  to  be  tempted  by  this 
Infatuating  liquor;  nor  is  anything  now  more  common  than  to  find  i( 
\n  thofe  houfes  in  which  ale,  a  kv^  years  ago,  was  the  higheft  pitch  of 
luxiiry  to  which  they  afpired,  and  to  fee  thofe  hours  wafted  in  intoxi- 
cating entertainments,  which  were  formerly  dedicated  wholly  to  the 
care  of  their  farms,  and  the  improvement  of  their  fortunes. 

Thus:,  my,  Lofds^  it  appears,  that  the  corruption  is  become  uni- 
verfal,  and  therefore  that  fome  remedy  ought  to  be  attempted ;  nor 
call  I  conceive  any  meafures  more  confident  with  juftice,  or  more 
likely  to  produce  the  end  intended  by  them,  than  thofe  which  are  now 
offered  to  your  confideration,  by  which  the  liquor  will  be  made  dearer, 
too  dear  to  be  lavifhly  drank  by  thofe  who  are  in  mod  danger  of  ufing 
it  to  excefs  \  and  the  number  of  thofe  who  retail  it  will  be  diminilhed 
by  the  neceiEty  of  taking  a  licence,  and  of  renewing  them  every  year 
at  the  fame  expence, 

The  inefficacy,  my  Lords,  of  violept  methods,  ^nd  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  a  to(al  deprivation  of  any  enjoyment  which  the  people  have 
^y  cuftom  made  familiar  and  dear  to  them,  fufiicjen^y  appears  from 
the  event  of  the  law  which  is  riow  to  be  repealed*  It  is  well  knowny 
|hat  by  that  law,  die  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  was  prohibited  to  the 
pommon  people  j  that  retailers  were  deterred  from  vending  them  by 
the  utmoft  encouragement  that  ^ould  be  given  to  informers  3;  and  thaf 
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difcoveries  were  incited  by  every  art  that  could  be  praSifed,  and 
offenders  puniflied  with  the  utmoft  rigour. 

Yet  what  was  the  effedl,  my  Lords,  of  all  this  diligence  and  vigour  ? 
A  general  panic  fupprefled,  for  a  few  weeks,  the,  pradice  of  felling 
the  prohibited  liquors;  but  in  a  very  (hort  time,  neceffity  forced 
ibme,  who  had  nothing  to  lofe,  to  return  to  their  former  trade ;  thefe 
were  fuffered  fometimesto  efcape,  becaufe  nothing  was  to  be  gained 
by  informing  againft  them,  and  others  were  encouraged  by  their 
example  to  imitate  them,  though  with  more  fecrecy  and  caution ;  of 
tfaofe,  indeed,  many  were  punilhed,  but  many  more  efcaped,  and  fuch 
as  were  lined  often  found  the  profit  greater  than  the  lofs. 

The  profpe£t  of  raifing  money  by  detecting  their  practices,  incited 
many  to  turn  information  into  a  trade  j  and  the  facility  with  which 
the  crime  was  to  be  proved,  encouraged  fome  to  gratify  their  malice 
by  perjury,  and  others  their  avarice  j  fo  that  the  multitude  of  in« 
formations  became  a  public  grievance,  and  the  magiftrates  themielves 
complained  that  the  law  was  not  to  be  executed. 

The  perjuries  of  informers  were  now  fo  flagrant  and  common,  that 
the  people  thought  all  information^  malicious  j  or  at  leaft,  thinking 
themfclves  opprefled  by  the  law,  they  looked  upon  every  man  that 
promoted  its  execution,  as  their  enemy ;  and  therefore  now  began  tf 
declare  war  agai:ift  informers,  many  of  whom  they  treated  with  great 
cruelty,  and  fome  they  murdered  in  the  ilreets« 

By  their  obftinacy  they  at  lafl  wearied  the  magiftratcs,  and  by 
their  violence  they  intimidated  thofe  who  might  be  inclined  to  make 
difcoveries;  fo  that  the  law,  however  ju ft  might  be  the  intention 
with  which  it  was  enafled,  or  however  feafonable  the  methods  pre*- 
fcribed  by  it,  has  been  now  for  fome  years  totally  difufed ;  nor  has 
any  one  been  punifhed  for  the  violation  of  it,  becaufe  no  man  has 
dared  to  oiFer  informations.  Even  the  vigilance  of  the  magiftrates 
has  been  obliged  to  connive  at  thefe  offences,  nor  has  any  man  been 
found  willing  to  engage  in  a  talk,  at  once  odious  and  endlefs,  or  to 
punifh  offences  which  every  day  multiplied,  and  of  which  the  whole 
body  of  the  common  people,  a  body  very  formidable  when  united^ 
was  univerfally  engaged. 

The  pradice,  therefore,  of  vending  and  of  drinking  diftilled  fpirits^ 
lias  prevailed  for  fome  time  without  oppofition ;  nor  can  any  man 
enter  a  tavern  or  an  alehqufe,  in  which  they  will  be  denied  him,  or 
walk  alono;  the  ftreets  without  being  incited  to  drink  th^m  at  every 
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corner;  they  have  been  fold  for  fevcral  years,  with  no  kfs  opennefs 
and  fccurity  than  any  other  commodity ;  and  whoever  walks  in  thb 
gre^t  city,  will  find  his  way  very  frequently  obftnifted  by  thofe  who 
are  felling  the&  pernicious  liquors  to  the  greedy  populace,  or  by 
thofe  who  have  drank  tljcm  till  they  are  unable  to-move, 

But  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  the  ineffic«cy  of  the  late  law,  and  confc- 
quendy  of  the  neceHty  of  another,  which  may  not  be  fo  eafily  eluded 
or  fo  violently  refifted,  is  given  by  the  papers  which  lie  upon  the 
table.  From  thcfe  it  appears  that  the  quantity  of  fpirite  diftilled,  has 
increafed  from  year  to  year  to  the  prcfent  time ;  and,  therefore,  that 
drunkcpnefs  is  become  more  prevalent|  an^  the  feafons  for  repreffing 
it  more  yrgent  than  ever  before. 

Let  us  therefore  calmly  oonfidcr,  my  Lords,  what  can  in  diis 
(exigence  be  done ;  that  the  people  Ihould  be  allowed  to  poifon  tbeni- 
felves  and  their  pofterity  without  reftraint,  is  certainly  not  the  intent 
pf  any  good  man ;  and  therefore,  we  arc  now  to  confider  how  it  may 
\>t  prevenM.  That  the  people  are  infe6icd  with  the  vice  of  drunkens 
ncfs,  that  they  debauph  themfelves  phiefly  with  fpirituous  liquors, 
pnd  that  thofe  liquor$  are  in  a  high  degree  pernicious,  is  confeffcd 
both  by  thofe  who  oppofe  the  bill,  and  ^hofe  who  defend  it  j  but  with 
thi$  advantage  pn  the  part  of  thofe  that  defend  it,  Jhat  they  only  pror 
pofe  a  probable  method  of  reforming  the  ^bufcs  whiyh  they  deplore. 
I  kfjow  that  the  warm  refentment  which  fome  Lords  have  pn  former 
pccafions  exprefled  againft  the  diforders  which  diftilled  liquors  arc 
fuppofed  to  produce,  may  naturally  incline  them  to  lyifli,  thaf  thcj 
wre  totally  prohibited,  and  that  this  liquid  fire,  as  it  has  been  termed, 
^fe  tp  be  cxtinguiihed  for  ever. 

Whether  fuch  wilbes  are  not  more  ardent  than  rational  5  whether 
their  zeal  ggaipft  the  abufe  of  things,  indifferent  ip  themfelves,  has 
not,  as  has  often  happened  in  other  cafes,  hurried  them  into  an  in. 
flifcroet  cenfure  of  the  lawful  ufe,  I  ftall  not  novf  enquire  5  becaufe 
It  is  fuperfluous  tp  difpu^e  about  ;hc  propriety  pf  m^afufes,  of  which 
the  poffibility  may  be  juftly  queftipn^d. 

This  laft  aa,  my  Lord§,  wa§  pf  this  kind  5  the  duties  eftabliihcd 
?>y  it  lyere  fo  high,  that  they  wholly  debarred  the  lower  clafles  of  the 
people  from  the  liquor  on  which  ibey  w^re  laid ;  aid,  therefore^  it 
was  fpund  by  ^  Mtry  (hort  ^^Jperience,  that  it  was  impoffiUe  to  prc^ 
fcrve  it  from  violation;  that  there  would  be  no  end  of  puniihing 
(bofo  TUfho  pffendfd  againft  it  ^  and  that  fcrerity  pf^u^  nther  ( 
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paiSon  than  terror.  Thofe  who  have  fuflFered  the  penalties  were 
conftdered  as  perfons  under  unjuft  perfecudon,  whom  every  one  was 
obliged  by  the  ties  of  humanity  to  encourage,  reward  and  proteA ; 
and  thofe  who  informed  againft  them  or  encouraged  niformations, 
were  deteftcd  as  the  oppreflbrs  of  the  people.  The  law  had,  indeed, 
this  eflefl,  that  it  debarred,  at  leaft  for  a  fliort  time,  all  thofe  from 
retailing  fpirits  who  lived  in  reputation  ;  and,  therefore,  encouraged 
others  to  vend  them  in  private  places,  where  they  were  more  likely  to 
be  drank  to  excefs. 

Having,  therefof^,  made  trial  of  violent  and  fevere  methods,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  full  convidion  of  their  inefficacy, 
it  is  furely  proper  to  profit  by  our  experience,  by  that  experience 
which  fhews  us  that  the  ufe  pf  diililled  liquors  under  its  prefent  dif- 
couragements,  has  every  year  increaied)  and,  therefore,  proves  2^ 
once  the  unprofitablenefs  of  the  law  now  in  force,  and  the  neceffity 
of  fome  other  by  which  the  fame  purpofes  may  be  more  certainly 
promoted. 

The  reformation  of  a  vice  fo  prevalent,  muflbe  flow  and  gradual ; 
for  it'  is  not  to  be  hoped,  that  the  whole  bulk  of  the  people  will  at 
once  be  divefled  of  their  habits ;  and  therefore  it  will  be  rational  to 
endeavour  not  wholly  to  debar  them  from  any  thing  in  which,  how« 
ever  abfurdly,  they  place  their  happinefs,  but  to  make  the  attainment 
of  it  more  and  more.  diiHcult,  that  they  may  infenfibly  remit  their 
afdour,  and  ceafe  from  their  purfuit* 

This,  my  Lords,  is  propofed  in  the  prefent  bill,  which  by  the 
duties  which  are  to  be  laid  upon  diftilled  fpirits  will  raife  the  price  a 
third  part,  and  as  it  is  reafonable  to  expe£l,  hinder  a  third  part  of 
the  confumption  ;  for  it  is  obferved,  that  thofe  who  drink  them  fet 
no  limits  tp  their  excefles,  but  indulge  their  appetites  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  power  ;  if  he  therefore  who  ufed  to  fpend  three-pence  a  day 
in  fpirits,  can  now  have  no  more  than  could  formerly  be  bought  for 
two-pence,  he  mufl  necefl^rily  content  himfelf  with  only  two-thirds^ 
of  the  quantity  which  he  has  hitherto  drank ;  and  therefore  mufl  by 
force,  though  perhaps  not'by  inclination,  be  lefs  intemperate. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  my  Lords,  but  that  fplnts  will,  by  this  ad- 
ditional duty,  be  made  one  third  part  dearer ;  for  it  has  been  hitherto 
obferved,  that  retailers  leyy  upon  the  buyer  twice  the  duty  that  is 
pud  to  the  government,  ^s  is  every  day  apparent  in  other  commodi- 
ftcij  fQ  that  the  yearly  <^anC(t^of  f|>i(its  ^bi^b  is  ufuallj^  diflilled 
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will  coft  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more  than  before,  a  tax 
ivhich,  I  fuppofe,  thofe  who  are  charged  with  this  kind  of  debaucherjr 
will  not  be  fuppofed  able  to  pay,  and  which  yet  muft  be  paid  bj 
them,  unlefs  they  will  be  content  with  a  lefs  quantity. 

That  fpirits  will  now  be  fold  in  every  public-houfe,  of  whatever 
denomination,  has  been,  I  believe,  juftly  aflerted ;  but  the  aflertion 
has  not  been  properly  urged  as  an  argument  againft  the  bill.  One 
of  the  circumftances  which  has  contributed  to  the  enormous  abufe  of 
thefe  liquors,  has  been  the  pra£lice  of  retailing  thepfi  in  obfcure  places 
by  peribns  without  cbara£ter  and  without  money;  who  therefore 
neither  feared  penalties  nor  infiimy,  and  offended  againft  law  and 
decejncy  with  equal  fecurity.  But  when  the  cheapnefs  of  licences 
(hall  make  it  convenient  for  every  man  that  pleafes  to  retail  fpirits  in 
a  public  manner,  they  will  be  generally  drank  in  houfes  vifited  by 
public  oiHcers,  obferved  by  the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  and  fre* 
quented  by  perfons  of  morals  and  civility,  who  will  always  endea« 
vour  to  reftrain  all  enormous  cxcefles,  and  oblige  the  matters  of  the 
houfes  to  pay  fome  regard  to  the  laws.  Thofe  whofe  appetites  are 
too  importunate  to  be  reftrained,  may  now  gratify  them  without 
being  tempted  to  enter  into  houfes  of  infamy,  or  mingling  with 
beggars,  or  thieves,  or  profligates;  and  therefore,  though  the  u(e 
of  fpirits  fliould  continue  the  fame,  its  confequences  will  be  lefs  fatal, 
fmce  they  may  be  had  without  the  neceflity  of  aflbciating  with 
wickednefs. 

But,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  by  this  bill  the  number 
of  retailers,  at  leaft  in  this  city,  where  they  are  moft  pernicious, 
may  be  leffened.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  reafon  for  which  they 
are  fold  in  cellars,  and  in  the  ftreets,  is  the  danger  of  retailing  them 
in  other  places  j  and  that  if  they  were  generally  fold  by  thofe  who 
could  procure  the  beft  of  each  fort,  thefe  petty  traders  would  be  iro* 
mediately  undone ;  for  it  is  reafonable  to  imagine,  my  Lords,  that 
they  buy  the  cheapeft  liquors,  and  fell  them  at  the  deareft  rate. 

When  therefore  reputable  houfes  (hall  be  opened  for  the  fale  of 
thefe  liquors,  decency  will  reftrain  fome,  and  prudence  will  hinder 
others  from  endangering  their  health  by  purchafing  thofe  liquors 
which  are  offered  in  the  ftreet,  and  from  hazarding  their  morals,  or 
perhaps  their  lives,  by  drinking  to  excefs  in  obfcure  places. 

It  is  likewife  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  many  of  thoft 
who  now  poifon  their  countrymen  with  petty  (hops  of  debauchery, 
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are  not  able  to  purchafe  a  licence,  even  at  the  cheap  rate  at  which  it 
18  now  propofed,  and  that  therefore  they  will  be  reftrained  from 
riieir  trade  by  a  legal  inability  ^  for  it  is.  not,  my  Lords^  to  be 
imagined,  that  they  will  be  defended  with  equal  zeal  by  the.pc^uhcc^ 
when  the  liquors  may  be*  had  without  their  affiftance,  nor  will  in^ 
^rmation  be  equally  infamous,  when  it  is  not  the  a£k  only  of  profli- 
gates who  purfue  the  pra3;ice  of  it  as  a  trade,  but  of  the  proper 
pfiiccrs  of  every  place  incited  by  the  lawful  readers  of  the  fame  com- 
modities, or  of  the  venders  U»emfelyes,  who  will  now  be  numerous 
enough  to  p»otc£b«ach  other,  and  whom  their  common  intereft  will 
Incite  agairiftclandeftine  dealers* 

The  price  of  licences,  therefore,  appears  to  me  very  happily  ad- 
jutted :  had  it  been  greater  there  would  not  have  been  a  fufficient 
number  of  lawful  gretailers  to  put  a  flop  to  clandeftine  fellers ;  and  if 
it  was  lower,  every  petty  dealer  in  this  commodity  might,'  by  pre* 
tending  to  keep  an  alehoufe,  continue  tba  prance  of  ajFording  aa 
liarbour  to  thieves,  and  of  propagating  debauchery. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears  to  me  that  the. bill  will  leflen  the  con- 
Tumption  of  thefe  deftru(Sive  fpirits^*  certainly  in  a  great  degree,  by 
raifing  the  price,  and  probably  by  transferring  the  trade-  of  felling 
them  into  more  reputable  hands.  What  more  can  be  done  by  human 
care  or  induftry  I  do  not  conceive.  To  prohibit  the  ufe  of  them  is 
impoffible,  to  raife  the  price  of  them  to  the  fame  height  with  that  of 
foreign  fpirits,  is  indeed .  practicable,  but  furely  at  this  time  no 
eligible  method  ^  for  fo  general  is  this  kind  t>f  debauchery,  that  no 
fiegree  of  expence  would  entirely  fupprefs  it ;  and  as  foreign  fpirits^ 
if  they  were  to  be  fold  at  the  fame  price,  would  always  be  preferred 
to  our  own,  we  (hould  only  fend  into  other  nations  that  money  which 
now  circulates  among  ourfelves,  and  impov^ritti  the  people  without 
Reforming  them. 

The  regulation  provided  by  the  bill  before  us  is  therefore^  in  mv 
opinion,  the  moft  likely  method  for  recovering  the  antient  indattry 
^nd  fobriety  of  the  common  people  ;  and,  my  Lords,  I  (hall  approvo 
it,  till  experience  has  fhewp  it  to  be  defcSive.  I  (hall  approve  it  not 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  or  fecufing  the  favour  of  any  of  thofe  wha 
fnay  be  thought  to  intere^  themfelves  in  its  fucceft,  but  becaiife  I 
find  (bme  new  law  for  this  purpofe  indifpenfably  necefiar^i  and  be- 
Jjcvc  that  |iQ  better  ?an  be  co^trivcdi 
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We  ^re  now»  my  Lords,  to  contend  with  the  paffions  of  all  the 
common  people.  We  are  endeavouring  to  reform  a  vice  afanoft 
univerfid  ;  a  vice  which,  however  deftrudive,  is  now  no  longer  re- 
proachful. We  have  tried  the  f(Nrce  of  violent  methods  and  found 
them  ttnfoccefsfiil ;  we  are  now  therefore  to  treat  the  vulgar  as 
children,  with  a  kind  of  artful  indulgence,  and  to  take  from  them 
^retly  and  by  degrees  what  canaot  be  vtibxAly  denied  them,  without 
exafperating  thtm  almoft  to  rebellion. 

This  is  the  fiift  attempt,  and  by  thi%  if  one  third  of  the  confump- 
tion  be  diminiflied,  we  may  next  year  double  the  iatf^  nd  by  a  new 
augmentation  of  the  price  take  away  another  third,  and  what  will 
then  be  drank,  will  perhaps  by  the  ftrideft  moralifts  be  allowed  to 
be  rather  beneficial  than  hurtful. 

By  this  gradual  procedure,  we  ihall  give  thofe,  who  have  accuf* 
tomed  themfelves  to  this  liquor,  time  to  reclaim  their  appetites,  and 
thofe  that  live  by  diftilli^g,  opportunities  of  engaging  in  fome  other 
employment ;  we  ihall  remove  the  diflrmper  of  the  public  without 
any  painful  remedies,  and  (hall  reform  the  people  inlenfibly  without 
exafperating  or  perfecuting  them« 

The  Biihop  of  Oxford  fpoke  to  the  following  purport  :--*My 
Lords,  As  I  am  not  yet  convinced  of  the  expedience  of  the  bill  now 
before  us,  nor  can  difcover  any  reafon  for  believing,  that  the  advan- 
tages will  countervail  the  mifichiefs  which  it  will  produce,  I  think  Ft 
my  duty  to  declare,  that  I  (hall  oppofe  it  as  deftruflive  to  virtue,  and 
contrary  co  the  inviolable  rules  of  religion. 

It  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  the  liberty  of  iclling  liquors 
which  are  allowed  to  be  equally  injurious  to  health  and  vii:tue,  will 
by  this  law  become  general  and  boundlefs ;  and  I  can  difcover  no 
r.*afon  for  doubting,  that  the  purchafers  will  be  multiplied  by  in* 
creafmg  the  numbers  of  the  venders,  and  the  increafe  of  the  fale  of 
dJftilled  fpirits,  and  the  propgation  of  aU  kinds  of  wickednefs  arc 
the  tzmt  i  I  muft  conclude  that  bill  to  be  deftrudive  to  the  public  by 
which  the  fale  of  fpirits  will  be  increafed* 

It  has  been  urged  that  other  more  vigorous  methods  have  been 
tried,  and  that  they  are  now  to  be  laid  afide,  becaufe  experience  has 
fliewn  them  to  be  inefFe£hial,  becaufe  the  people  unanimoufly  aflerted 
the  privilege  of  debauchery,  oppofed  the  execution  of  juftice,  and 
pvcfuedtbofc  wi^  t)Hi  utmoft  914U9C  ib^t  of^r^d  in|6rinatiQn$» 
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I  (houtd  think,  my  Ldrds,  that  government  approaching  to  its 
difTolution,  that  was  reduced  to  fubmit  its  decrees  to  their  judgment 
who  are  chiefly  accufed  of  the  abufe  of  theie  liquors ;  for  furely  when 
the  loweft,  the  moft  corrupt  part  of  the  people,  have  obtained  fuch  a 
degree  of  influence,  as  to  di<^te  to  die  legiflature  thofe  laws  by  which 
jtbey  expert  to  be  governed,  all  fubordtnation  is  at  an  end. 

This,  my  Lords,  I  hope,  I  (hall  never  fee  the  ftate  of  my  own 
country :  1  hope  I  fhall  never  fee  the  fovernment  without  authority 
to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws,  nor  liave  I,  indeed,  feen  any  fuch 
weaknefs  on  this  occafion :  the  oppofition  that  was  made,  and  the 
difcontent  that  was  excited,  were  no  greater  than  might  be  reafon- 
ably  expected,  when  the  vice  which  was  to  be  reformed  was  fo  cnor* 
moufly  predominant,  nor  was  the  eflfefi  of  the  law  lefs  than  any  one 
who  foreiaw  fuch  oppofition  might  reafonably  have  conceived. 

In  this  city  alone  there  were,  before  the  commencement  of  that 
law,  fifteen  hundred  large  (hops,  in  which  no  other  trade  was  carried 
00  dian  that  of  retailing  thefe  pernicious  liquors ',  in  which  no  tempta- 
tion to  debauchery  was  forgotten ;  and,  what  cannot  be  mentioned 
without  horror,  back  rooms  and  fccret  places  were  contrived  for  re- 
ceptacles of  thofe  who  had  drank,  till  they  had  loft  their  reafon  and 
their  limbs ;  there  they  were  crowded  together  till  they  recovered 
ftrength  fufficient  to  go  away,  or  drink  more. 

Thefe  peftilential  (hops,  thefe  ftore-houfes  of  mifchief,  will,  upon 
the  encouragement  which  this  law  will  give  them,  be  fet  open  again ; 
new  invitations  will  be  hung  out  to  catch  the  eyes  of  paflengers,  who 
will  again  be  enticed  with  promifes  of  being  made  drunk  for  a  penny, 
and  that  univerial  debauchery  and  aftonifhing  licentioufnefe  which 
gave  occafion  to  the  former  z&  will  return  upon  us. 

It  is  to  little  purpofe,  my  Lords^  that  the  licences  for  felling  dif- 
tilled  fpirits  are  to  be  granted  only  to  thofe  who  profefs  to  keep  houfes 
for  the  fale  of  other  liquors,  fince  nothing  will  be  more  eafy  than  tq 
elude  this  part  of  the  law.  Whoever  is  inclined  to  open  a  (bop  for 
the  retail  of  fpirits,  may  take  a  licence  for  felling  ale  ;  and  the  fale  of 
one  barrel  of  more  innocent  liquors  in  a  year  will  entitle  to  difpenfo 
poifon  with  impunity,  and  to  contribute  without  controul  to  the  cor- 
ruption of  mankind. 

It  is  confefled,  that  fince  this  law  was  made,  thefe  liquors  have 
been  fold  only  at.corners  of  the  ftreets,  in  petty  (hops,  and  in  private 
cellars ;  and  therefore  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  if  the  confumption 
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has  increafed,  it  has  at  leaft  increafed  lefs  than  if  the  free  and  open 
iale  bad  been  permitted  j  for  the  neceffity  of  fecrecy  is  always  a 
Teftraint,  and  every  reftraint  muft  in  fome  degree  obftruiEi  any  prac* 
tice,  fince  thofe  that  follow  it  under  reftraint  would  purfue  it  more 
vigoroufly,  if  that  reftraint  were  taken  away ;  and  thofe  that  are  now 
totally  hindered,  would  at  leaft  be  more  ftrongly  tempted  by  greater 
liberty  -,  and  where  the  temptation  is  more  powerful,  more  will  pro- 
bably be  overcome  by  it* 

Rut,  my  Lords,  however  the  law  may  in  this  crowded  city  have 
been  eluded  and  defied,  however  drunkennefs  may  here  have  been 
proteded  by  the  infolence  which  it  produces,  and  crimes  have  been 
flieltered  by  the  multitudes  of  offenders,  I  am  informed,  that  in  parts 
lefs  populous,  the  efficacy  of  the  late  z(k  never  was  denied  ;  and  that 
it  has  in  many  parts  refcued  the  people  from  the  miferies  of  de- 
bauchery,  and  only  failed  in  others  by  the  negligence  of  thofe  to 
whom  the  execution  of  it  was  committed. 

Negligently  and  faintly  as  it  was  executed,  it  did  in  efied'hinder 
many  from  purfuing  this  deftru£tive  kind  of  trade ;  and  even  in  the 
metropolis  itfelf,  almoft  a  total  ftop  was  for  a  time  put  to  the  ufe  of 
fpirits ;  and  had  the  magiftrates  performed  their  duty  with  fteadinefs 
and  refoltttion,  it  is  probable,  that  no  plea  would  have  arifen  in  fa- 
vour of  this  bill  from  the  inefficacy  of  the  laft, 

I  cannot  indeed  deny,  that  the  multitude  of  falfe  informers  fur- 
niflied  the  magiftrates  with  a  very  fpecious  pretence  for  relaxing  their 
vigilance ;  but  it  was  only,  my  Lords,  a  fpecious  pretence,  not  a 
warrantable  reafon ;  for  the  fame  diligence  fhould  have  been  ufed  to 
punifh  falfe  informers  as  clandeftine  retailers ;  the  traders  in  poifon 
and  in  perjury  fliould  have  been  both  purfued  with  inceflant  vigour, 
thefword  of  juftice  (hould  have  been  drawn  againft  them,  nor  ihouM 
it  have  been  laid  afide,  till  either  fpecies  of  wickednefs  had  been 
exterminated. 

In  the  execution  of  this,  as  of  other  penal  laws,  my  Lords,  it  will 
be  always  poffible  for  the  judge  to  be  mifled  by  falfe  teftimonies;  and 
therefore  the  argument  which  falfe  informations  furniib  may  be  ufed 
^gainft  every  other  law,  where  information  is  encouraged.  Yet,  my 
Lords,  it  has  been  long  the  pradice  of  this  nation  to  incite  criminals 
to  dete£teach  other  -,  and  when  any  enormous  crime  is  committed,  to 
proclaim  at  once  pardon  and  rewards  to  him  that  (hall  difcover  his 
accomplices.    This,  my  Lords,  is  an  apparent  temptation  to  perjury; 
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and  yet  no  inconveniencies  have  arifen  from  it,  that  can  reafonably 
induce  us  to  lay  it  afide. 

Perjury  may  in  the  execution  of  this  law  be  detcftcd  by  the  feme 
means  as  on  other  occafions;  and  whenever  it  is  deteAed,  ought  to^ 
be  rigoroufly  punifhed ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  in  a  fhort  time  the 
difficulties  and  inconveniencies  which  are  "aflerted  in  the  preamble  of 
this  bill  to  have  attended  the  putting  the  late  aSl  in  execution^  would 
ijpcedily  have  vanilhed ;  the  number  of  delinquents  would  have  been 
every  day  leirened,  and  the  virtue  and  induftry  of  the  nation  would 
have  been  reftored. 

It  is  not  indeed  alTerted,  that  the  execution  of  the  late  a(S  was 
impoffible,  but  that  it  was  attended  with  difficulties ;  and  when,  my 
Lords,  was  any  defign  of  great  importance  effefted  without  difficul- 
ties ?  It  is  difficult,  without  doubt,  to  reftrain  a  nation  from  vice, 
and  to  reform  a  nation  already  corrupted,  is  ftill  more  difficult.  But 
as  both,  however  difficult,  are  neceflary,  it  is  the  duty  of  Govern- 
ment to  endeavour  them,  till  it  fhall  appear  that  no  endeavours  can 
fucceed. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  eafdy  perfuaded  to  believe  that 
remiffiiefs  will  fucceed,  where  affiduity  has  feiled  ^  and  therefore  if 
it  be  true,  as  is  fuppofed  in  the  preamble,  that  the  former  aft  was 
inefFedual  by  any  defers  in  itfelf,  I  cannot  conceive  that  this  will 
operate  with  greater  force.  I  cannot  imagine  that  appetites  will  be 
weakened  by  leflening  the  danger  of  gratifying  them,  or  that  men 
who  will  break  down  the  fences  of  the  law  to  poiTeis  themfelves  of 
what  long  habits  have»  in  their  opinion,  made  neceflary  to  them,  will 
negleA  it,  merely  becaufe  it  is  laid  in  their  way. 

With  regard  to  this  aft,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  enquired,  whether 
it  is  likely  to  be  executed  with  more  diligence  than  the  former,  and 
whether  the  fame  obftacles  may  not  equally  obftruft  the  execution 
of  both. 

The  great  difficulty  of  the  former  method,  a  method  certainly  in 
jtfdf  reafonable  and  efficacious,  arofe  from  the  neceffity  of  receiving 
informations  from  the  meaneft  and  moft  profligate  of  the  people, 
who  were  often  tempted  to  lay  hold  of  the  opportunities  which  that 
law  put  into  their  hands,  of  relieving  their  wants,  or  gratifying 
their  refentment ;  and  very  frequently  intimidated  the  innocent  by 
threats  of  accofations,  which  were  not  eailly  to  be  confuted.  They 
were  therefore  equally  dangeroifs  to  thoic  that  obeyed  the  z&y  and 
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to  thofe  that  difregarded  it ;  For  they  fometimes  put  their  threats  in 
execution,  and  raifed  profecutions  againft  thofe  who  had  committed 
no  other  crime  than  that  of  refufmg  to  bribe  them  to  (ilence* 

An  abufe  fo  notorious^  my  Lords,  produced  a  general  deteftatioa 
of  all  informers,  or  at  lead  concurred  with  other  caufes  to  produce 
it;  and  that  deteftation  became  fo  prevalent  in  the  minds  of  the 
populace,  that  at  laft  it  became  to  the  higheft  degree  dangerous  to 
attempt  the  convidion  of  thofe,  who,  in  the  moft  open  and  con- 
temptuous manner,  every  day  violated  the  laws  of  their  country  ;  and 
in  time  the  retailers  trufting  to  the  protection  of  the  people,  laid  aiide 
all  cautions,  at  lead  in  this  great  city,  and  prc^ecuted  their  former 
praftice  with  the  utmoft  fecurity* 

This,  my  Lords,  w^s  the  chief  difficuby  and  incofmnienci  hitherto 
difcovered  in  the  law  which  is  now  to  be  repealed.  Thus  was  its 
execution  obftruded,  and  the  provilions  enaded  by  it  made  inef- 
feAual.  This  defedl  therefore  ought  to  be  chiefly  regarded  in  any 
new  regulations.  But  what  fecurities,  my  Lords,  are  provided 
againft  the  fame  evil  in  the  bill  before  us?  Or  why  (hould  weima^ 
gine  that  this  law  will  be  executed  with  lefs  oppofition  than  the  laft? 
The  informers  will  undoubtedly  be  of  the  fame  cla(s  as  before  \  they 
are  ftill  to  be  incited  by  a  reward  ^  and  therefore  it  may  be  rea- 
fonably  feared,  that  they  will  ad  upon  the  fame  motives,  and  be  per- 
fecuted  with  the  fame  fury. 

To  obviate  this  inconvenience  appears  to  me  very  ea{y,  by  con- 
verting the  duty  upon  licences  to  a  large  duty  upon  the  liquors  to 
be  paid  by  the  diftiller ;  the  payment  of  which  will  be  carefiilly 
enaded  by  proper  officers,  who,  though  their  employment  is  not  very 
reputable,  purfue  it  at  leaft  without  any  perfonal  danger ;  and  who 
inform  their  fuperiors  of  any  attempts  to  defraud  the  revenue,  with- 
out being  cenfured  as  officious  or  revengeful,  and  therefore  axt 
without  any  terrors  to  hinder  them  from  their  duty. 

It  has  been  aflerted,  indeed,  that  the  price  of  a  licence  is  now  fo 
fmall,  that  none  who  are  inclined  to  deal  in  fpirits,  will  negled  to 
iiecure  themfelves  from  puniihmcnt  and  vexation  by  procuring  it| 
and  that  no  man  will  fubjedb  himfelf  to  the  malice  of  a  profligate,  by 
carrying  on  an  illicit  trade,  which  the  annual  expcnce  of  twenty 
(hillings  will  make  legal. 

If  this  argument  be  juft,  my  Lords,  and  to  the  greateft  part  of 
this  AiTembly,  I  believe,  it  will  appear  very  plaufible,  how  will  this 
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law  lellen  the  conrumption  of  diftilled  liquors  ? — ^It  is  confelled  that 
it  will  hinder  nobody  from  felling  them ;  and  it  has  been  found  by 
experience,  that  nothing  can  reftrain  the  people  from  buying  them, 
but  fuch  laws  as  hinder  them  from  being  fold. 

This  plea,  therefore,  by  removing  an  objection  to  a  particular 
claule,  will  ftrengthen  the  great  argument  againft  the  tenor  of  the 
bill,  that  inflead  of  leflening,  it  will  increafe  the  confumption  of 
tho(e  liquors  which  are  allowed  to  be  deftrudive  to  the  people,  to 
enfeeble  the  body,  and  to  vitiate  the  minds,  and  confequendy  to  im« 
pair  the  ftrength  and  commerce  of  the  nation^  and  to  dcftroy  the 
happinefs  and  fecurity  of  life. 

That  the  cheapnefs  of  licences  will  induce  multitudes  to  buy 
them,  may  be  expected  ;  but  it  cannot  be  hoped  that  every  one  will 
ceafe  to  fell  fpirits  without  a  licence ;  for  they  are,  as  I  am  informed, 
offered  every  hour  in  the  ftreets  by  thofe  to  whom  twenty  ihillings 
make  a  very  large  fum,  and  who  therefore  will  not,  or  cannot  pur- 
chafe  a  licence.  Thefe  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  dete<Sled:  and  pu- 
niihed ;  but  there  is  no  provifion  made  for  difcovering  them,  but 
what  has  been  found  already  to  be  inefFe^lual. 

It  appears  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  will  increafe  the  num« 
ber  of  lawful  retailers,  without  diminifliing  that  of  private  dealers ; 
(o  that  the  opportunities  of  debauchery  will  be  multiplied,  in  pro«- 
portion  to  the  numbers  who  {hall  take  licences. 

There  is  another  &llacy  by  which  the  duties  upon  diftilled  liquors 
bare  been  hitherto  avoided,  and  which  will  ftill  make  this  bill  equally 
ufelefs  as  the  former,  for  the  ends  which  are  to  be  promoted  by  it. 

It  i6  expected,  my  Lords,  by  thofe  who  purchafe  fpirits  from  the 
diftillers,  that  they  fhould  be  of  a  certain  degree  of  ftrength  which 
they  call  proof:  if  they  are  of  a  lower  degree,  their  pric^  is  dimi- 
niflied  I  and  if  of  a  higher,  it  is  niifed  proportionally ;  becaufe  if  the 
fpirits  exceed  the  degree  jpf  ftrength  required,  they  may  be  mixed 
with  other  liquors  of  little  value,  and  ftill  be  fold  to  the  drinker  af 
tbe  common  price. 

It  is  therefore  the  pra6lice  of  the  diftillcrs  to  give  their  fpirif^ 
thrice  the  degree  of  ftrength  required,  by  which  contrivance,  diough 
they  pay  only  the  duty  of  one  pint,  they  fell  their  liquors  at  tho 
price  of  three ;  becaufe  it  may  be  increafed  to  thrice  the  quantity 
diftilled,  and  yet  retain  fuffioient  ftrength  to  promote  ebe  purpoTet  of 
wickedneft. 
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This  przj&KCi  my  Lords^  fliould  be  likewife  obviated  ;  for  while 
one  gallon^  after  having  paid  the  prefent  low  duty  which  is  laid  upon 
it,  may  be  multiplied  to  three,  the  additional  price  will,  in  the  fmall 
quantities  which  are  ufually  demanded,  become  imperceptible. 

But  to  (hew  yet  farther  the  inei&cacy  of  this*  bill,  let  us  fuppofe, 
what  wiU  not  be  found  by  experience,  that  a  halfpenny  is  added  to 
the  pribe  of  every  pint,  it  will  yet  be  very  pra<^icable  to  revel  in 
drunkennefs  for  a  penny,  fince  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  thefe  hateful 
liquors  is  fufficient  to  intoxicate  thofe  who  have  not  been  habituated 
to  the  ufe  of  them ;  who  though  their  reformation  is  undoubtedly 
to  be  defired,  do  not  fo  much  demand  the  care  of  the  legiflature,  as 
thofe  who  are  yet  untainted  with  this  pernicious  praSice^  and  who 
may,  perhaps^  by  the  frequency  of  temptation,  and  the  prevalence 
of  example,  be  induced  in  time  to  tafte  thefe  execrable  liquors,  and 
perilh  in  their  firft  eflays  of  debauchery.  For  fuch  is  the  quality  of 
thefe  fpirits,  that  they  are  fometimes  fatal  to  thofe  who  indifcreetly 
venture  upon  them  without  caution,  and  whofe  ftomachs  have  not 
been  prepared  for  large  draughts,  by  proper  gradations  of  intempe- 
rance ;  a  fmgle  fpoonful  has  been  found  fufficient  to  hurry  two  chil- 
dren to  the  grave.       ^ 

It  is,  therefore,  my  opinion,  that  thofe  whofe  ftations  and  ein* 
ployments  make  it  their  duty  to  fuperintend  the  condud  of  their 
ftllow-fubjeds,  ought  to  contrive  fome  other  law  on  this  occafion  ^ 
ought  to  endeavour  to  refcue  the  common  people  from  the  infiitua* 
tipn  which  is  become  general  amongft  them,  and  to  withhold  from 
them  the  means  of  wickednefs.  That  inftead  of  complying  with 
their  prejudices,  and  flattering  tMt  appetites,  they  fhoiild  exert  that 
authority  with  which  they  are  intruded  in  a  fteady  and  refolute  op* 
pofition  to  predominant  vices;  and  without  having  recourfe  lo 
gentle  arts,  and  temporizing  expedients,  ihatch  out  of  their  hands 
sit  once  thofe  inftruments  which  are  only  of  ufe  for  criminal  pur- 
pofes,  and  take  from  their  mouths  that  draught  with  which,  however 
delicious  it  may  feem,  they  poifon  at  once  themfelves  and  their 
poflerity. 

,  -v  The  only  argument  which  can  be  offered  in  defence  of  thb  bifl^ 
is  theneceifity  of  fupporting  the  expences  of  the  war,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  raifing  money  by  any  other  method.  The  neceffity  of  the 
Warg  my  Lords,  I  am  not  about,  to  call  in  queftion,  nor  is  it  very 
confiftent  with  my  chara^er  to  examige  the  method  in  which  it  has 
S  been 
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been  carried  on;  but  this  I  can  boldly  aflert,  that  however  juft^ 
however  neceflary,  however  prudently  profecuted,  and  however  fuc- 
cefsfully  concluded,  it  can  produce  no  advantages' equivalent  to  the 
national  fobriety  and  induftry,  and  am  certain  that  no  public  ad- 
vanuge  ought  to  be  purchafed  at  the  expence  of  public  virtue* 

But,  my  Lords,  I  hope  we  are  not  yet  reduced  to  the  unhappy 
choice  either  of  corrupting  our  people,  or  fubmitting  to  our  ene* 
mies;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that  fupplies  may  be  obtained  by  methods 
kfi  pernicious  to  the  public,  and  that  funds  fuffitient  for  the  pre- 
fent  occafion  may  be  eftabli(hed  without  a  legal  eftablifliment  of 
dirunkennefs. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  we  (hall  not  fuffer  our  endeavours  to  be 
baffled  by  the  obflinacy  of  drunkards  ;  and  that  we  (hall  not  defift 
from  endeavouring  the  recovery  of  th&  nation  from  this  hateful  vice, 
becaufe  our  firft  attempt  has  failed,  fince  it  failed  only  by  the  negli* 
gence  or  the  cowardice  of  thofe  whole  duty  required  them  to  pro* 
mote  the  execution  of  a  juft  law. 

Againfl  the  bill  now  before  us  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  de« 
clare,  as  it  appears  to  me  oppofite  to  every  principle  of  virtue,  and 
every  juft  purpofe  of  government ;  and  therefore,  though  I  have  en* 
grofled  fo  much  of  your  time  in  fpeaking  on  a  fub]e£l  with  which  it 
cannot  reafonably  be  expe6ted  that  I  (hould  be  well  acquainted,  I 
hope  I  (hall  eafily  be  pardoned  by  your  Lordfhjps,  fince  I  have  no 
private  views  either  of  intereft  or  refentnfbnt  ta  promote,  and  have 
ipoken  only  what  my  confcience  diAates,  and  my  duty  requires* 

Lord  Talbot  then  rofe  up^  and  fpoke  to  the  following  purport : 
—-My  Lords,  I  am  a(hamed  that  there  (hould  be  any  necef&ty  of 
oppoiing  in  this  Aflembly  a  bill  like  that  which  is  now  before  us ;  a 
bill  crow4ed  with  abfurdities,  which  no  ftrength  of  eloquence  can 
exaggerate,  nor  any  force  of  reafon  make  more  evident. 

This  bill,  my  Lords,  is  however  the  firft  proof  that  our  new  mi- 
aiflers  have  given  of  their  capacity  for  the  tafk  which  they  have  un« 
dertaken  -,  this  is  a  fpecimen  of  their  fagacity,  and  is  defigned  by 
them  as  an  inftance  of  the  gentle  methods  by  which  the  expences  of 
tfae  government  are  hereafter  to  be  levied  upon  the  people.  The 
nation  (hall  no  longer  fee  its  manufa£lures  fubjeSed  to  impofts,  nor 
the  fruits  of  induftry  taken  from  the  laborious  artificer ;  but  drunken* 
nds  (hall  hereafter  (iipply  what  has  hitherto  been  paid  by  diligence 
and  traffic  }  the  reftraints  of  vice  (hall  be  taken  away,  the  barriers 
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of  virtue  and  religion  broken,  and  an  univerfal  licentioufnefs  Ihall 
overfpread  the  land,  that  the  fchemes  of  the  miniftry  may  be 
executed. 

What  are  the  projefts,  my  Lords,  that  arc  to  be  purfued  by  fuch 
means,  it  is  not  my  prefent  purpofc  to  enquire:  it  is  not  neceffary 
to  add  any  aggravations  to  the  prefent  charge,  or  to  examine  what 
has  been  the  former  condu£l,  or  what  will  be  the  future  anions  of 
men  who  lie  open  by  their  prefent  propofal  to  the  moft  atrocious 
accufations  5  who  tire  publicly  endeavouring -the  propagation  of  the 
moft  pernicious  of  all  vices,  who  are  laying  poifon  in  the  way  of 
their  countrymen,  poifon  by  which  not  only  the  bodjr,  but  the  mind 
is  contaminated  ;  who  are  slttempting  to  eftabliih  by  a  law  a  pradicc 
produ£live  of  all  the  miferies  to  which  human  nature  is  incident ;  a 
pradice  which  will  at  once  difperfe  difeafes  and  fedition,  and  promote 
beggary  and  rebellion. 

■  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  expedient  by  which  the  acutenefi  of  our 
miniftry  propofes  to  raife  the  fupplics  of  the  prefent  year,  and  by 
this  they  hope  to  convince  the  nation  that  they  are  qualified  for  the 
high  trufts  to  which  they  are  advanced ;  and  that  they  owe  dieir 
exaltation  only  to  the  fuperiority  of  their  abilities,  the  extent  of  their 
knowledge,  and  the  maturity  of  their  experience :  by  this  mafter- 
ftroke  of  policy  they  hope  to  lay  for  their  authority  a  firm  and 
durable  foundation,  and  to  poflefs  themfelves,  by  this  happy  con- 
trivance, at  once  oft  the  confidence  of  the  Crown,  and  the  aflfec- 
tions  of  the  people; 

'  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  fo  little  convinced  of  their  abilities,  that 
^midft  all  the  exultation  which  this  new  fcheme  produces,  I  will 
venture  to  predid  the  decline  of  their  influence,  and  to  fix  the  pe* 
riod of  their  greatnefs;  fori  am  perfuaded,  that  notwithftanding the 
readinefs  with  which  they  have  hitherto  facrlficed  the  intereft  of  their 
country,  notwithftanding  the  defperate  precipitation  with  which  they 
have  blindly  engaged  in  the  moft  dangerous  meafures,  they  will  not 
be  able  to  continue  a  year  in  their  prefent  ftarions. 

The  bill  now  under  our  confideration,  my  Lords,  will  undoubtedly 
make  all  thofe  their  enemies  whom  it  does  not  corrupt ;  for  what 
can  be  expefled  from  it,  but  univerfal  diforder  and  boundlefs  wickcd- 
nefe  ?  Wickcdnefs  made  infolent  by  the  protedion  of  the  law,  and 
diforder  promoted  by  all  thofe  whofe  wealth  is  increafed  by  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  revenues  of  the  Govcrament. 
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Had  it  been  urged,  my  Lords,  in  defence  of  this  bill,  that  it  was 
necellarjr  to  raife  money,  and  that  money  could  only  be  raifed  by 
increafmg  the  confumption  of  diftilled  fpirits,  it  would  have  been 
apparent  that  it  was  well  calculated  to  promote  the  purpofes  in- 
tended ;  but  furely,  to  aflTert  that  it  will  obftru£t  the  ufe  of  tbefc 
liquors,  is  to  difcover  a  degree  either  of  ignorance,  of  effrontery,  or 
of  folly,  by  which  few  flatcfmen  baVe  been  hitherto  diftinguifhed. 

If  we  receive  without  examination  the  eftimates  which  have  beea 
laid  down,  and  allow  thQ  duty  to  rife  as  high  s^  thofe  by  whom  it 
is  projeded  have  ventured  to  aflert,  the  price  of  thefe  liquors  can 
be  raifed  but  a  halfpenny  a  pint ;  and  there  are  few,  even  among  tbc 
loweft  of  thofe  who  indulge  themfelves  in  this  fatal  luxury,  whom 
the  want  of  a  fingle  halfpenny  can  often  debar  from  it.    . 

And  though  thefe  accurate  calculators  (hould  infift  that  men  may 
'  fometimes  be  compelled  to  fobriety  by  this  addition  to  the  expence 
of  being  drunk,  yet  how  far  will  this  refiraint  be  found  from  being 
equivalent  to  the  new  temptation,  which  will  be  thrown  into  the 
way  of  thou(ands»  yet  uncorrup^d,  by  the  multitude,  of  new  (hops 
that  will  be  opened  for  the  diftribution  of  poifon,  and  the  fecurity 
which  debauchery  will  obtain  from  the  countenance  of  the  legif* 
lature. 

What  will  be  the  confcqucnces  of  any  encouragement  given  to  a 
vice  already  almoft  irrefiftibly  prevalent,  I  cannot  determine;  but 
furely  nothing  is  too  difmal  to  be  expelled  from  univerfal  drunken^ 
oefs,  from  a  general  depravity  of  all  the  moft  ufeful  part  of  man* 
kind,  from  an  epidemic?^  fury  of  debauchery,  and  an  unbounded 
exemption  from  reftraint. 

How  little  any  encouragement  is  wanting  to  promote  the  con- 
fumption of  thofe  execrable  liquors,  how  much  it  concerns  every 
man  who  has  been  informed  of  their  quality,  and  who  has  feen  their 
confequences,  to  oppofe  the  ufe  of  them  with  his  utmoft  influence, 
appears  from  the  enormous  quantity  which  the  ftills  of  this  nation 
annually  produce. 

The  number  of  gallons  which  appears  from  the  accounts  on  the  . 
Cable  to  have  been  confumed  laft  year,  is  fcven  millions ;  a  quan* 
city  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  health,  interrupt  the  labour,  and  deprave 
tbc  morals  of  a  very  great  part  of  the  nation;  a  quantity  which,  if 
it  be  fufiered  to  continue  undiminifhed,  will,  even  without  any  legal 
encouragement  of  its  ufe,  in  a  ihort  time  deflroy  the  happineis  ^f 
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the  public  ;  and  by  impairing  the  Arength,  and  leflening  the  number 
of  manufa6lurers  and  labourers,  intrcduce  poverty  and  &mine. 

Inftead  therefore  of  promdting  a  practice  fo  evidently  detriiiient2l 
to  fociety,  let  us  oppofe  it  vfith  the  moft  vigorous  efforts  |  let  us 
bei^in  our  oppofition  by  reje£ting  this  bill,  and  then  confidcr,  wfaetbcr 
the  execution  of  the  former  law  (hall  be  enforced,  or  whether  ano- 
ther  more  efficacious  can  be  formed. 

Lord  CHOLMOriDELEy  then  fpoke  to  the  following  eflfefl: : — ^My 
Lords,  Though  it  is  undoubtedly  the  right  of  every  pcrfon  in  dib 
Aflembly  to  utcer  his  fentiments  with  freedom,  yet  furely  decenq 
ought  to  reflrain  us  from  virulent,  and  juftice  from  undeferved  re- 
ptoaci)es  |  we  ought  not  to  cenfure  any  condud  with  more  fe verity 
than  it  deferves,  nor  condemn  any  man  for  practices  of  which  he  is 
innocent. 

This  rule,  which  will  not,  I  fappofe,  be  controverted,  has  not  it 
my  opinion  been  very  carefully  obferved  in  this  debate ;  for  fuirij 
nothing  is  more  unjuft  than  to  aflert  or  infinuate  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  Ioo}ced  idly  upon  the  advances  of  debauchery,  or  has  fuf- 
fered  drunkennefs  to  prevail  without  oppofition. 

Of  the  care  with  which  this  Hcentioufnefs  has  been  oppofed,  no 
other  proof  can  be  required,  than  the  laws  which  have  in  the  pre- 
fent  reign  been  made  againft  it.  Soon  sifter  the  fucceffion  of  bis 
Majefty,  the  ufe  of  compound  fpirits  was  prohibited ;  but  this  law 
being  eluded  by  fubftituting  liquors  fo  drawn,  as  not  to  be  included 
in  the  ftatutes,  it  was  foon  after  repealed  ;  and  the  people  were  for  a 
time,  indeed,  fuffered  to  drink  diftilled  liquors  without  reftraint, 
becaufe  a  proper  method  of  retraining  them  was  not  eafily  to  be 
found. 

How  difficult  it  vrTLS  to  contrive  means  by  which  this  vice  might 
fefely  be  prevented,  appeared  more  plainly  foon  afterwards,  when 
the  outrageous  Hcentioufnefs  of  the  populace  made  it  necefTary  to 
contrive  foipe  new  law  by  which  the  ufe  of  that  liquor  might  be 
prohibited,  to  which  fo  much  infolcnce,  idlenefs  and  dif&luteneis 
were  imputed. 

The  law  which  it  is  now  propofcd  to  repeal,  was  then  zealoufiy 
promoted  by  thofe  who  were  then  mofl  diftinguiibed  for  their  vir- 
tue and  their  prudence.  Every  man  who  had  any  regard  for  dx 
happinefs  of  the  public,  was  alarmed  at  the  inundation  of  licentiouff- 
ncfs  that  overflowed  this  city,  and  began  to  fprcad  itfclf  to  the  re- 
moter 
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motcr  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  it  was  detcnnined  that  nothing 
but  a  total  prohibition  of  diftilled  liquors  could  preferve  the  peace, 
and  reftore  the  virtue  of  the  nation. 

A  law  was  therefore  made,  which  prohibited  the  retail  of  diftilled 
fpirits;  and  it  was  expeded  that  the  people  would  immediately  re- 
turn to  the  ufe  of  more  innocent  and  healthful  liquors,  and  that  the 
new  art  of  fudden  intoxication  would  be  wholly  fuppreflfed;  but 
with  how  little  knowledge  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  nation  this  hope 
was  formed,  the  event  quickly  difcovered ;  for  no  fooner  was  the 
darling  liquor  withheld,  than  a  general  murmur  was  raifed  over  all 
parts  of  this  great  city,  and  all  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  tefti- 
fied  their  difcontent  in  the  moft  open  manner.  Multitudes  were 
immediately  tempted  by  the  profpe£t  of  uncommon  gain,  to  retail 
the  prohibited  liquors ;  of  thefe  many  were  deteded,  and  many  pu- 
niihed ;  and  the  trade  of  information  was  fo  lucrative,  and  fo  clo&ly 
followed,  that  there  was  no  doubt  but  the  law  would  produce  the 
effed  expeded  from  it,  and  that  the  moft  obftinats  retailers  would, 
by  repeated  profecutions,  be  difcouraged  from  the  praAice. 

But  no  fooner  did  the  people  find  their  favourite  gratification  In 
real  danger,  than  they  unanimoufly  engaged  in  its  defence;  they 
difcovered  that  without  informers,  the  new  law  was  without  opera- 
tion ;  and  the  informers  were  therefore  perfecuted  by  them  without 
mercy,  and  without  remiffion,  till  at  laft  no  man  would  venture  tp 
provoke  the  refentment  of  the  populace  for  the  reward  to  which  in* 
formation  entitled  him* 

Thus,  my  Lords,  one  law  has  been  eluded  by  artifice,  and  ano- 
ther defeated  by  violence ;  the  praftice  of  drinking  fpirits,  however 
pernicious,  ftill  continued  to  prevail ;  the  magiftrates  could  not  punifh 
a  crime  of  which  they  were  not  informed,  and  they  could  obtain  nQ 
information  of  a  pra£lice  vindicated  by  the  populace* 

It  is  not  indeed  to  be  allowed  that  the  cuftom  of  drinking  diftille4 
liqudrs,  however  prevalent,  has  yet  arifen  to  the  height  ^t  which 
the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  feems  to  imagine  it  arrived  j  for 
though  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  feven  millions  of  gallons  are  an- 
nually diftilled,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  the  whole  quantity  is^ 
wafted  in  debauchery ;  fome  is  exhaufted  by  the  neceffitfes,  and  ibme 
by  the  convcniencies  of  life ;  a  great  part  is  exported  to  other  coun- 
tries, and  the  diflillery  promotes  many  other  purpofes  than  thofe  of 
riot  and  licentioufiieis. 
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That  too  mucby  however,  is  ufed  by  the  common  people,  and  that 
intempcfance  has  for  fome  time  prevailed  in  a  degree  unknown  to 
any  former  age,  cannot  be  denied ;  and  therefore  fome  means  pf 
reclaiming  them  ought  to  be  tried.  What  then,  my  Lords,  is  to 
be  done?  The  firil  law  was  eluded,  the  fecond  is  defied;  the  firfi 
was  executed,  but  produced  no  reftraint ;  the  fecond  produces  a  re- 
ilraint  (o  violent,  that  it  cannot  be  executed. 

That  the  prefent  law  is  inefte£bual,  cannot  be  doubted  by  tbofe 
who  a0ert,  that  the  quantity  of  fpiiits  diftilled,  has  every  year  in- 
creafed  ^  and  there  fecms  to  remain  therefore  no  other  choice  than 
that  of  fuffering  this  increafe  to  proceed,  or  to  endeavour  to  prevent 
it  by  new  regulations.  The  prefent  law  ought  to  be  repealed,  be- 
caufe  it  is  ufelefs;  but  Turely  fome  other  ought  to  fupply  its  place, 
which  may  be  more  eaftly  enforced,  and  lefs  violently  oppofed. 

The  bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will,  in  my  opinion,  anfwer 
all  the  purpofes  of  the  laft,  without  noife,  snd  without  diilurbance. 
By  lefiening  the  price  of  licences,  it  will  put  a  ftop  to  clandcftine 
retail ;  and  by  raifing  that  of  the  liquors,  it  will  hinder  the  common 
people  from  drinking  them  in  their  ufual  exccfs,  7'hofe  who  have 
hitherto  loft  their  reafon  and  limbs  twice  a  day  by  their  drunken- 
nefs,  will  not  be  able,  under  the  intended  regulations,  to  commit  the 
fame  crime  twice  in  a  week ;  and  as  the  temptation  of  cheapneb 
will  b^  t^iken  away,  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  next  generation  will  not 
fall  into  the  fame  vicct 

Since  therefore,  my  Lords,  the  arguments  in  favour  of  this  bill 
are  at  }eaft  plaufiblc  and  fpecious ;  fince  the  defign  appears  to  be 
worthy  of  this  Aflembly,  and  the  method  propofed  fuch  as  may  be 
hoped  to  produc?  the  effefts  which  the  projedors  of  the  bill  deiire  j 
and  fince  the  opinions  of  this  Houfe  are  at  lead  divided,  and  th( 
other  has  paiTed  it  almoft  without  oppofition^  we  ought  at  lead,  in  my 
opinion,  not  to  rejedi  it  with  precipitation,  but  to  refer  it  to  a  Com- 
mittee, that  it  may  be  fully  confidered  \  and  thofe  objedlions  which 
cannot  be  anfwered,  removed  by  proper  alterations. 

Lord  Carteret  fpoke  to  the  following^  purport; — My  Lords, 
The  bill  now  under  our  confideration  appears  to  me  to  deferve  a 
much  more  clofec  regard  than  fccms  to  have  been  paid  to  it  in  tbt 
other  Houfe,  through  which  it  was  hurried  with  the  utmofl  preci- 
pitation^ and  where  it  was  pafied,  alrnoft  without  the  formality  of  a  de- 
bate ^  nor  can  I  think  that  earneiln^fs  with  which  fome  Lords  feem 

inclined 
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inclined  to  prefs  it  forward  here,  confident  with  the  importance  of 
the  confequences  which  may  be  with  great  reafon  expe£icd  from  it. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  where  fo  great  a  number  have  formed 
cxpedations  of  a  national  benefit  from  any  bill,  fo  much  deference^ 
at  leaft,  is  due  to  their  judgment,  as  that  the  bill  (hould  be  oonfi* 
dered  in  a  committee.  This,  my  Lords,  I  admit  to  be  ia  other  cafes 
a  juft  and  reafonable  demand,  and  will  readily  allow  that  the  pro* 
pofal  not  only  of  a,  confiderable  number,  but  evei)  of  any  Angle 
Lord,  ought  to  be  fully  examined,  and  regularly  debated^  according 
to  the  ufual  forms  of  this  Afiembly.  But  in  the  prefent  cafe,  my 
Lords,  and  in  all  cafes  like  the  prefent,  this  demand  is  improper, 
becaufe  it  isufelefs ;  and  it  is  ufelefe,  becaufe  we  can  do  now,  all  that  we 
can  do  hereafter  in  a  committee.  For  the  bill  before  us  is  a  money  bill, 
which^  according  to  the  prefent  opinion  <of  the  Commons,  we  hav« 
no  right  to  amend  ;  and  which  therefore  we  have  no  need  of  con- 
fidering  in  a  Committee,  fince  the  event  of  all  our  deliberations  mufl: 
be,  that  we  are  either  to  reje£t  or  pafs  it  in  its  prefent  (late.  For  I 
fuppofe  no  I^rd  will  think  this  a  proper  time  to  enter  into  a  con- 
troverfy  with  the  Commons  for.  the  revival  of  thofe  privileges  to 
which  I  believe  we  have  a  right,  and  fuch  a  controverfy  the  leaft 
attempt  to  amend  a  money  bill  will  certainly  produce. 

To  defire  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  may  be  confidered 
in  a  committee,  is  only  to  defire  that  it  may  gain,  one  ficp  without 
oppofition ;  that  it  may  pfoceed  through  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  by 
ftcalth,  ai^d  that  the  confideration  of  it  may  be  delayed  till  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  Government  (hall  be  fo  great,  as  not  to  allow  time 
for  raifing  the  fupplies  by  any  other  method. 

But  this  artifice,  grofs  as  it  is,  the  patrons  of  this  wonderful  bill 
hope  to  obftru<a  a  plain  and  open  dcteSion  of  its  tendency.  They 
hope,  my  Lords,  that  the  bill  (hall  operate  in  the  fame  manner  with 
the  liquor  which  it  is  intended  to  bring  into  more  general  ufe ; 
and  that  as  thofe  that  drink  fpirits  are  drunk  before  they  are  well 
aware  that  they  are  drinking,  the  cffc&/s  of  this  law  fhall  be  per«* 
ceived  before  we  know  that  we  have  made  it.  Their  intent  is  to 
give  us  a  dram  of  policy  which  is  to  be  fwallowed  before  it  is  tafied, 
and  which,  when  once  it  is  fwallowed,  will  turn  our  heads. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  hope  we  (hall  be,  fo  cautious  as  to  examine 
the  draught  which  thefe  ftate  empirics  have  thought  proper  to 
offer  us^  and  I  am  confident  that  a  very  little  examination  will 

convince. 
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convince  us  of  the  pernicious  qualities  of  their  new  preparation,  and 
Ihew  tbiat  it  can  have  no  other  eSed  than  that  of  poifoning  At 
public. 

The  law  before  us^  my  Lords,  feems  to  be  the  efied  of  that  prac- 
tice  of  which  it  is  intended  UkewHe  to  be  the  caufe,  and  to  be 
didated  by  the  liquor  of  which  it  fo  effeftualiy  promotes  the  ofe  *, 
for  furely  it  never  before  was  conceived  by  any  man  intrufted  with 
the  adtniniftration  of  public  affairs,  to  raiib  taxes  by  the  deftrufiioa 
of  the  people* 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  but  the  deftru£tion  of  all  the  moft  laborioss 
and  ttfeful  part  of  the  nation  can  be  expend,  from  the  licence  which 
is  now  propofed  to  be  given  not  only  to  (Irunkennefi,  but  to  drunken- 
nefs  of  the  moft  deteftable  and  dangerous  kind,  to  the  abufe  not 
only  of  intoxicating,  but  of  poifonous  liquors. 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  abfurd  than  to  allert,  that  the  uie  of 
^rits  will  be  hindered  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  or  indeed  that  it 
will  not  be  in  a  very  great  degree  promoted  by  it.  For  what  pro- 
duces all  kind  of  wickednefs,  but  the  profped  of  impunity  on  one 
part,  or  the  folicitation  of  opportunity  on  the  other ;  either  of  diefe 
have  too  frequently  been  fufficient  to  overpower  the  fenfe  of  mora- 
lity, and  even  of  religion ;  and  what  is  not  to  be  feared  from  them, 
when  they  fhall  unite  their  force,  and  operate  together ;  when  temp- 
,  tations  fhall  be  increafcd,  and  terror  taken  away  ? 

It  is  allowed  by  thofe  who  have  hitheite  difputed  on  either  iide  of 
this  queftion,  that  the  people  appear  obftinately  enamoured  of  diis 
new  liquor^  it  is  allowed  on  both  parts,  that  this  liquor  corrupts  the 
mind,  enervates  the  body,  and  deftroys  vigour  and  virtue  at  the 
fame  time ;  that  it  makes  thofe  who  drink  it  too  idle,  and  too  feeble 
for  work  j  and,  while  it  impoverifhes  them  by  the  prefent  expence, 
difables  them  from  retrieving  its  ill  confequences  by  fubfequent 
•  induftry. 

It  might  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  had  thus  hi 
agreed,  would  not  eafily  find  any  occailon  of  difpute ;  nor  would 
any  man,  unacquainted  with  the  motives  by  which  fenatorial  de- 
bates are  too  often  influenced,  fufped  that  after  the  pernicious  qua- 
lities of  this  liquor,  and  the  general  inclination  among  the  people  to 
the  immoderate  ufe  of  it,  had  been  generally  admitted,  it  could  be  after- 
wards enquired,  whether  it  ought  to  be  made  more  common,  whether 
this  univerfal  thirft  for  poifon  ought  to  be  encouraged  by  the  legtfls* 
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ture»  and  wheAer  a  newftatute  ought  to  be  made  to  fecure  drunkards 
in  the  gratification  of  their  appetites. 

To  pretend,  my  Lords,  that  the  defign  of  ihis  biH  is  to  prevent 
or  diminiih  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  is  to  trample  upon  common  fenfe,  and 
to  violate  the  rules  of  decency  as  well  as  of  reafon.  For  when  did 
any  man  hear,  that  a  commodity  was  prohibited  by  licenfmg  its  iale  ? 
or  that  to  offer  and  refufe  is  the  &me  action  ? 

It  is  indeed  pleaded,  that -it  will  be  made  dearer  by  the  tax  which  is 
propofed,  and  that  the  increafe  of  the  price  will  diminifli  the  numbers 
of  the  purchaTers ;  but  it  is  at  the  fame  time  expeded,  that  this  tax 
Ihall  fupply  the  expence  of  a  war  on  the  continent :  it  is  ailerted 
therefore,  that  the  confumption  of  fpirits  will  be  hindered,  and  yet 
that  it  will  be  fuch  as  may  be  expe£led  to  furnifb,  from  a  very  fmall 
tax,  a  revenue  fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  armies,  for  the  re-eftablilh- 
ment  of  the  Auftrian  family,  and  the  repreffion  of  the  attempts  of 
France. 

Surdy,  my  Lords,  thefe  expe£btions  are  not  very  confiftent,  nor 
can  it  be  imagined  that  they  are  both  formed  in  the  fame  head,  though 
they  may  be  expreiled  by  the  fame  mouth.  It  is  however  fome  re- 
commendation of  a  ftatefman,  when  of  his  ailertions  one  can  be 
Ibund  reafonable  or  true ;  and  in  this  praiie  cannot  be  denied  to  ou^^ 
preient  minifters ;  for  though  it  is  undoubtedly  falfe,  that  this  tax  will 
leflen  the  confumption  of  fpirits,  it  is  certainly  true,  that  it  will  pro* 
duce  a  very  large  revenue,  a  revenue  that  will  not  fail  but  with  the 
people  from  whofe  debaucheries  it  arifes. 

Our  minifters  will  therefore  have  the  fame  honour  with  their  pre- 
deceflbrs,  of  having  given  rife  to  a  new  fund,  not  indeed  for  the 
payment  of  our  debts,  but  for  much  more  valuable  purpofes,  for  the 
exaltation  of  our  hearts  under  oppreffion,  for  the  elevation  of  our 
fpirits  amidft  mifcarriages  and  difappointments,  and  for  the  chearful 
fupport  of  thofe  debtsj  which  we  have  loft  hopes  of  paying.  They 
are  refolved,  my  Lords,  that  th^  nation,  which  nothing  can  make  • 
wife,  (hall,  while  tHey  are  at  its  head,  at  leaft  be  merry ;  and  fmce 
public  happinefs  is  the  end  of  government,  they  feem  to  imagine  that 
they  ihall  deferve  applaufe  by  an  expedient  which  will  enable  every 
man  to  lay  his  cares  afleep,  to  drown  forrow,  and  lofe  in  the  delights 
of  drunkennefs  both  the  public  miferies  and  his  own. 

Surely,  my  Lords,  men  of  this  unbounded  benevolence,  and  this 
exalted  genius,  deferve  fuch  honours  as  were  never  paid  before ;  they 
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deferve  to  beftride  a  butt  upon  every  fignpofc  in  the  metropolis^  or 
to  have  their  countenances  exhibited  as  tokens  where  this  liquor  is 
to  be  fold  by  the  licence  which  they  have  procured.  They  muft  be 
at  leaft  remembered  to  future  ages,  as  the  happy  politicians  who,  after 
all  expedients  for  raifing  taxes  had  been  employed,  difcovered  a  new 
method  of  draining  the  laft  reliques  of  the  public  wealth,  and  added 
a  new  revenue  to  the  government ;  nor  will  thofe,  who  {ball  here- 
after enumerate  the  feveral  funds  now  eftablifhed  among  us,  forget 
among  the  benefactors  to  their  country,  the  illuftrious  authors  of  the 
drinking  fund. 

May  I  be  allowed,  my  Lords,  to  congratulate  my  countrymen  and 
fellow-fubjeds  upon  the  happy  times  which  are  now  approaching,  in 
which  no  man  will  be  difqualified  for  the  privilege  of  being  drunk, 
.when  all  difcontent  and  difloyalty  ihaU  be  forgotten,  and  the  people, 
though  now  confidered  by  the  miniftry  as  their  enemies,  {hall  ac- 
knowledge the  lenity  of  that  government,  under  which  all  reftraint^ 
are  taken  away, 

But  to  a  bill  for  fach  defirable  purpofes,  it  would  be  proper,  my 

>Lords,  to  prefix  a  preamble,  in  which  the  kindnefs  of  our  intentions 

{hould  be  more  fully  explained,  that  the  nation  may  not  miftake  our 

indulgence  for  cruelty,  nor  confider  their  bcnefaftors  as  their  perfc- 

cutors.     If  therefore  this  bill  be  confidered  and  amended,  (for  why 

elfe  (hould  it  be  confidered  ?)  in  a  committee,  I  fliall  humbly  propofe, 

that  it  (hall  be  introduced  in  this  manner  :  **  Whereas  the  defigns  of 

the  prefent  miniftry,  whatever  they  are,  cannot  be  executed  without 

a  great  number  of  mercenaries,  which  mercenaries  cannot  be  hired 

without  money;  and  whereas  the  prefent  difpofition  of  this  nation  to 

drunkennefs  inclines  us  to  believe,  that  they  will  pay  more  chearfuUy 

for  the  undifturbed  enjoyment  of  diftilled  liquors,  than  for  any  other 

•  concefHon  that  can  be  made  by  the  government,  be  it  enaSed,  by  the 

King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  that  no  man  fball  hereafter  be  denied 

.  the  right  of  being  drank  on  the  following  conditions.'* 

This,  my  Lords,  to  trifle  no  longer,  is  the  proper  preamble  to  this 
bill,  which  contains  only  the  conditions  on  which  the  people  of  this 
kingdom  are  to  be  allowed  henceforward  to  riot  in  debauchery,  in 
debauchery  licenfed  by  law,  and  countenanced  by  the  magiftrates ; 
for  there  is  no  doubt  but  thofe  on  whom  the  inventprs  of  this  tax  fliali 
confer  authority,  will  be  diredled  to  affift  their  mafters  in  their  defign 
to  encourage  the  confumption  of  that  liquor  from  which  fuch  lai^ 

revenues 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A.  I742-3,]  SPIRITUOUS     LKi^UORS,  429 

revenues  are  expelled,  and  to  multiply  without  end  thofe  licences 
which  are  to  pay  an  yearly  tribute  to  the  crown. 

By  this  unbounded  licence,  my  Lords,  that  price  will  be  leflened, 
from  the  increafe  of  which  the  expeifations  of  the  efficacy  of  this  law 
are  pretended  ;  for  the  number  of  retailers  will  leflen  the  value  as  in' 
atl  other  cafes,  and  leilen  it  more  than  this  tax  will  increafe  it.  Be- 
fides,  it  Is  to  be  confidered,  that  at  prefent  the  retailer  experts  to  be 
paid  for  the  danger  which  he  incurs  by  an  unlawful  trade,  and  will 
not  truft  his  reputation  or  his  purfe  to  the  mercy  of  his  cuftome/, 
without  a  profit  proportioned  to  the  hazard  ;  but  when  once  the  rc- 
ftraint  ihall  be  taken  away,  he  will  fell  for  common  gain  ;  and  it  can 
hardly  be  imagined,  that  at  prefent  he  fubje£fcs  himfelf  to  informations 
and  penalties  for  lefe  than  fix-pence  a  gallon. 

The  fpecious  pretence,  on  which  this  bill  is  founded,  and  indeed 
the  only  pretence  that  dclerves  to  be  termed  fpecious,  is  the  pro- 
priety of  taxing  vice ;  bur  this  maxim  of  government  has  on  this 
occafion  been  cither  miftaken  or  perverted.  Vice,  my  Lords,  is  not 
properly  to  be  taxed,  but  fupprefled ;  and  heavy  taxes  are  fometimes 
the  only  means  by  which  that  fuppreffion  can  be  attained.  Luxury, 
my  Lords,  or  the  excefs  of  that  which  is  pernicious  only  by  its 
excefs,  may  very  properly  be  taxed,  that  fuch  excefs,  though  not 
ftri^y  unlawful,  may  be  made  more  difficult.  But  the  ufe  of  thefe 
things  which  are  Amply  hurtful,  hurtful  in  their  own  nature  and  in 
every  degree,  is  t6  be  prohibited.  None,  my  Lords,  ever  heard  in 
any  nation  of  a  tax  upon  theft  or  adultery,  becaufe  a  tax  implies  a 
licence  granted  for  the  ufe  of  that  which  is  taxed,  to  all  who  (ball  be 
willing  to  pay  it. 

Drunkennefs,  my  Lords,  is  univerfally  and  in  all  circumftances  an 
evil,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  taxed  but  punifbed ;  and  the  means 
of  it  not  to.be  made  eafy  by  a  flight  impoft  which  none  can  feel,  but 
to  be  removed  out  of  the  reach  of  the  people,  and  fccured  by  the 
heavicft  taxes  levied  with  the  utmoft  rigour.  I  hope  thofe,  to 
whofe  cari;  the  religion  of  the  nation  is  particularly  configned,  will 
urianimoufly  join  with  me  in  maintaining  the  neceffity,  not  of  taxing 
vice,  but  fuppreffing  it ;  and  unite  for  the  rcje(9[ion  of  a  bill,  by 
which  the  future  as  well  as  prefers  happineiii  of  tt>oufands  muft  be 
dcfiroyed. 

Lord  Lonsdale  fpoke  as  follows  :*— My  Lords,  The  bill  now 
Wfore  us  has,  from  its  firft  appearance  in  the  other  Houfe,  feeroed  Jo 
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me  of  fuch  importance  as  to  de&rvc  die  greateft  attention,  and  to 
demand  the  moft  diligent  enquiry  -,  and  I  have  therefore  coniidered  it 
with  uncommon  care,  and  purfued  all  thofe  enquiries  from  which  I 
could  expe&  any  affiftance  for  difcovering  its  tendency  and  its  confe- 
quences,  with  the  ntceft  and  moft  anxious  vigilance. 

That  my  attention  and  diligence  may  not  wholly  terminate  in  the 
gratification  of  idle  and  ufelefs  curiofity,  it  is  proper  to  inform  your 
Lordfliips  of  theit  refult;  by  which  I  hope  to  convince  you,  as  I  am 
myfelf  convinced,  that  this  bill  cannot  become  a  law»  without  en^^ 
dangering  the  lives  of  thoufands,  without  di(perfi^g  difeaies  over 
the  nation^  or  without  multiplying  crimes  beyond  the  poflU>iIity  of 
reftraint  or  punifhment ;  that  it  will  filt^the  land  with  confofion  for 
a  time,  by  infatuating  the  people,  and  afte^ards  lay  it  defolate  by 
dedroying  them* 

All  my  enquiries,  my  Lords,  have  had  one  conftant  and  uniform 
efieA.  On  what  fide  foever  I  have  turned  my  fpeculadons,  I  have 
found  new  arguments  againft  this  bill,  and  have  difcovered  new  ouf- 
chicfs  comprized  in  it ;  mjfchiefs  which,  however  fome  may  endea* 
vour  to  overlook  them,  and  others  to  defpife  them,  will  be  found  ia 
a  Ihort  time  too  general  to  be  concealed,  and  too  formidable  to  be 
neglefied. 

The  firft  confideration,  in  which  the  neceffity  of  deliberating  on 
this  bill  engaged  me,  related  to  the  quality  of  the  liquors  which  are 
mentioned  in  it.  With  regard  to  this  queftion,  my  Lords,  there 
was  no  poilibility  of  longfufpence ;  for  the  pernicious  efFe£U  of  IfMrits 
were  confefled  equally  by  all  thofe  who  countenanced  and  oppofed 
this  new  projed  i  nor  could  any  man  take  a  furvey  of  this  city  with- 
out meeting  in  his  way  fuch  obje^  as  might  make  all  farther  enquiry 
fuperfluous.  The  idlenefi,  the  infolence,  the  debauchery  of  the  com- 
mon people,  and  their  natural  and  certain  confequences,  poverty, 
difeafes,  mifery  and  wickednefs,  are  tb  be  obferved  without  any  in- 
tention of  indulging  fuch  difagreeable  fpeculations }  in  every  part  of 
this  great  metropolis,  whoever  fliall  pafs  along  the  ftreets,  will  find 
wretches  ftretched  upon  the  pavement,  infenfible.andmotionlefs,  and 
only  removed  by  the  charity  of  paflengers  from  the  danger  of  being 
crufbed  by  carriages,  or  trampled  by  horfes,  or  firangled  with  filth  in 
the  common  iewers;  and  others  lefs  helplefe  perhaps,  but  more 
dangerous,  who  have  drank  too  much  to  fear  puni&ment,  but  not 
Enough  to  hinder  them  from  provoking  its  who  think  thcmrelves, 
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in  the  elevation  of  drunkcnnefs,  entitled  to  treat  all  thofc  with  con- 
tempt whom  their  drefs  diftinguj(hes  from  them,  and  to  rcfent  every 
injury  which  in  the  heat  of  their  imagin^ion  they  fuppofe  themfelves 
to  fuffer,  with  the  utmoft  rage  of  refentment,  violence  of  rudeneb, 
and  fcurrility  of  tongue. 

No  man  can  pafs  a  fingle  hour  in  public  places  without  meeting 
fuch  objeds,  or  hearing  fuch  expreffions  as  difgrace  human  nature  ; 
fuch  as  cannot  be  looked  upon  without  horror,  or  heard  without  in« 
dignation,  and  which  there  is  however  no  poffibllity  of  removing  or 
preventing,  whilft  this  hateful  liquor  is  publicly  fold. 

But  the  vifible  and  obvious  effeds  of  thefe  pernicious  draughts^ 
however  offenfive  or  inconvenient,  are  yet  much  lefs  to  be  dreaded 
than  their  more  flow  and  fecret  operations.  That  excefs  of  diftillcd 
Ipirits  inflames  the  poor  to  infolence  and  fury ;  that  it  expo(es  them 
either  to  hurt  by  making  them  infenfible  of  danger,  or  to  puniihment 
by  making  them  fearlefs  of  authority,  is  not  to  be  reckoned  the  moft 
fetal  confequence  of  their  uie ;  for  thefe  efFeds,  though  their  fre- 
quency makes  it  neceflTary  to  fupprefs  them,  with  regard  to  each  indi* 
Yidual  are  of  no  long  duration  ;  the  underftanding  is  in  a  fliort  ttme 
recovered  after  a  fingle  debauch,  and  the  drunkard  may  return  to  his 
emplojrment. 

,  But  though  the  pleafures  of  drunkennefs  are  quickly  at  an  en4, 
.  its  pains  are  of  longer  continuance.  Thefe  liquors  not  only  in* 
fetuaie  the  mind,  but  poifon  the  body ;  nor  do  they  produce  only 
gnomenCary  fury,  but  incurable  debility  and  lingering  difeafes ;  they 
not  only  fill  our  flreets  with  madmen,  and  our  prifons  with  crimi* 
jials,  but  our  hofpitals  with  cripples.  Thofe  who  have  for  a  time 
iiifefted  the  public  walks  with  their  infults,  quickly  difturb  them  with 
cheir  lamentations,  and  are  foon  reduced  from  bullies  to  beggars,  and 
obliged  to  folicit  alms  frontthofe  they  ufed  to  threaten  and  infult. 

Nor  does  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  my  Lords,  only  impoverifli  the  public, 
by  leflening  the  number  of  ufeful  and  laborious  hands,  but  by  cutting 
ofF  thofe  recruits  by  which  its  natural  and  inevitable  lofles  are  to  be 
liipplied.  The  ufe  of  diftlUed  liquors  impairs  the  fecundity  of  the 
human  race,  and  hinders  that  increafe  which  Providence  has  ordained 
lor  the  fupport  of  the  world.  Thofe  women  who  riot  in  this  poifonous 
debauchery  are  quickly  difabled  from  bearing  children,  by  bringing 
on  themfelves  in  a  fhort  time  all  the  infirmities  and  weaknefles  ot 
nge  ;  or,  what  is  yet  more  dcftrud»ve  to  general  happinefe,  produce 
3  children 
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children  difeafed  from  their  birth  by  the  vices  of  their  parents,  chil- 
dren whofe  blood  is  tainted  with  inveterate  and  accumulated  mala- 
dies, for  which  no  cure  can  be  expeded ;  and  vrho  therefore  are  an 
additional  burden  to  the  community,  and  muft  be  fupported  through 
a  miferable  life  by  that  labour  which  they  cannot  (hare,  and  muft 
be  proteSed  by  that  community  of  which  they  cannot  contribute  to 
the  defence. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  is  the  great  fource  of  power  and  wealth  dried 
up,  the  numbers  of  the  people  are  every  day  diminiihed,  and  by  con- 
fequence  our  armies  muft  be  weakened,  our  trade  abandoned,  and 
our  lands  uncultivated.  To  diminifli  the  people  of  any  nation  is  the 
moft  atrocious  political  crime  that  it  is  poffible  to  commit;  for  it 
tends  not  to  enflave  or  impoverifti,  but  to  annihilate  j  not  to  make  a 
nation  miferable,  but  to  make  it  no  longer  a  nation. 

'  Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  eflcfls  of  diftilled  liquors;  effeds  of  which 
I  would  not  have  (hocked  you  with  the  enumeration,  had  it  not  been 
with  3  dcfign  of  preventing  them  ;  and  furely  no  man  will  be  charged 
with  fo  trivial  an  offence  as  negligence  of  delicacy,  when  he  is  ply- 
ing, hot  for  the  honour  or  the  life  of  a  fmgle  man,  but  for  die. peace 
of  the  prefent  age,  the  health  of  pofterity,  and  the  exiftence  of  the 
Britifh  people.      • 

*  After  having  examined  the  nature  of  thefe  liquors,  it  is  natural 
to  enquire,  how  much  they  are  in  ufe ;  whether  mankind  appear  to 
know  their  quality,  and  avoid  and  deteft  them  like  other  poiibns; 
or  whether  they  are  conftdered  as  inofFeniive,  and  drank  like  other 
liquors  to  raife  the  fpirits,  or  to  gladden  the  heart ;  whether  they 
make  part  of  focial  entertainments,  and  whether  they  are  handed  round 
at  public  tables,  without  any  iufpicion  of  their  fatal  confequences/ 

It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  thefe  liquors  have  not  been 
long  in  ufc  among  the  common  people.  Spirits  were  at  Arft  only 
imported  from  foreign  countries,  and  were  by  confequence  too  dear 
for  the  luxuries  of  the  vulgar.  In  time  it  was  difcovered,  that  it 
was  pra«2icable  to  draw  from  grain,  and  other  produ6h  of  our  own 
foil,  fuch  liquors  as,  though  not  equally  pleafing  to  elegant  palates 
with  thofc  of  other  nations^  refcmbled  them  at  leaft  in  their  inebriating 
quality,  and  might  be  afforded  at  an  eafy  rate,  and  confequentjy 
generally  purchafcd. 

This  difcovery,  rtiy  Lords,  gave  rife  to  the  new  trade  of  diftillingi 
wbicj)  has  been  now  for  Diany  years  carried  on  in  this  nation,  and 
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of  the  progreis  of  which,  fince  the  duties  were  laid  upon  its  produce, 
an  exa£l  account  may  be  eafily  obtained,  which  I  thought  fo  necef- 
(ary  in  our  deliberations  on  this  bill,  that  I  have  procured  it  to  be 
drawn  out. 

From  this  account,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  difcovered,  what  cannot 
be  related  without  the  utmoft  grief,  that  there  has  prevailed  for  many 
years  a  kind  of  contagious  infatuation  among  the  common  people^ 
by  which  they  have  been  incited  to  poifon  themfelves  and  their  chiU 
dren  with  diftilled  fpirits  ;  they  have  forfaken  thofe  liquors  which  in 
former  times  enlivened  their  converfation  and  exalted  their  merriment, 
and  inftead  of  ale  and  beer,  rioted  of  late  in  diftilled  fpirits. 

The  ama*ing  increafe  of  the  confumption  of  fpirits  for  the  laft  ten 
years,  is  a  proof  too  evident  of  the  prevalence  of  this  deftru(9:ive  fpe- 
cies  of  drunkennefs ;  and  1  (hall  therefore,  without  troubling  youf 
Lordfcips  with  earlier  accounts,  only  mention  in  round  numbets,  the, 
vaft  quantities  for  whiph  the  duty  has  been  paid  for  a  few  years  ill 
tbat.period.  In  the  year  1733,  ^^^  number  of  gallons  diftilled  was 
three  millions  and  nine  hundred  thoufand,  which  in  1735  was  ilt<« 
creafed  to  five  millions  and  three  hundred  thoufand  :  foon  afterwards 
the  law  was  made  which  we  are  now  perfuaded  to  repeal,  by  tbi$ 
execution  of  which,  however  feeble  and  irrefolute,  the  number  was 
reduced  in  the  firft  year  afterwards  to  three  millions,  and  might  per- 
haps by  fte^dy  perfeverance  have  been  every  year  leflened  ;  but  In  a 
(hort  time  the  people  prevailed  in  the  conteft  with  the  legiflators,  they 
intimidated  information,  and  wearied  profecution;  and  were  at  length 
allowed  to  indulge  themfelves  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  favourite  vice 
without  any  farther  moleftation. 

The  effe£b  of  this  indulgence,  my  Lords,  have  been  vefy  remark** 
able ',  nor  can  it  be  depied,  that  the  government  betrayed  great  weak« 
ne&  in  fuffering  the  laws  to  be  over^tuled  by  drunkennefs,  and  the 
meaneft  and  moft  profligate  of  the  people  to  fet  the  ftatutes  at  dc<i» 
fiance «,  for  the  vice  which  had  been  fo  feebly  oppofcd  fpread  wider 
'  and  wider,  and  every  year  added  regularJy  another  million  of  gallons 
to  the  quantity  of  fpirits  diftilled,  till  in  the  hft  year  they  arofe  to 
(even  millions  and  one  hundred  thoufand  gallons^ 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  at  prcfent  the  ftatc  of  the  nation  i  twelve 
snillions  of  gallons  of  thefe  poifonous  liquors  are  every  year  fwallowed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom  ;  and  this  quantity^  enormous  as 
it  is,  will  probably  every  year  increafe,  till  the  number  of  the  people 
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fhall  be  icnfibly  diminiihed  by  the  difeafes  which  it  muft  produce ;  nor 
fhall  we  find  any  decay  of  this  pernicious  trade,  but  by  the  general 
mortality  that  wiU  overfpread  the  kingdom. 

At  leaft  if  this  vice  (hould  be  fupprefled,  it  muft  be  fuppreffed  by 
fome  fupernatural  intcrpofition  of  Providence ;  for  nothing  is  more 
abfurd  than  to  imagine,  that  the  bill  now  before  us  can  produce  anj 
fuch  effe£t.  For  wlut,  my  Lords,  encourages  any  man  to  a  crime 
but  fecurity  from  punifhment,  or  what  tempts  him  to  the  commiffioD 
of  it  but  frequent  opportunity  ?  We  are  however  about  to  reform  die 
praftice  of  drinking  fpirits,  by  making  fpirits  more  eafy  to  be  pro- 
cured ;  we  are  about  to  hinder  them  from  being  bought,  by  exempting 
the  vender  from  all  fear  of  punifhment. 

It  has  indeed  been  aiTerted,  that  the  tax  now  to  be  laid  upon 
thefe  liquors  will  have  fuch  wonderful  eSeds,  that  thofe  who  are  at 
prefent  drunk  twice  a  day,'will  not  be  henceforward  able  to  <;ommit 
the  fame  crime  twice  a  week ;  an  aflertion  which  I  could  not  hear 
without  wondering  at  the  new  difcoverics  which  minifterial  fagacitj 
can  fometimes  make. 

In  deliberations  on  a  fubjedi  of  fuch  importance,  my  Lords,  no 
man  ought  to  content  himfelf  with  conjedure,  where  certainty  may, 
at  whatfoever  expence  of  labour,  be  attained  ;  nor  ought  any  man 
to  negled  a  careful  and  attentive  examination  of  his  notions  befoie 
he  oilers  them  in  public  confultations ;  for  if  they  were  erroneous, 
and  no  man  can  be  certain  that  he  is  in  the  right,  who  has  never 
brought  his  own  opinions  to  the  teft  of  enquiry,  he  expofes  himfelf 
to  be  dete£ted  in  ignorance  or  temerity,  and  to  that  contempt  which 
fuch  detection  naturally  and  juftly  produces  \  or  if  his  audience 
fubmit  their  reafon  to  his  authority,  and  negled  to  examine  his  afler- 
tions,  in  confidence  that  he  has  fufficiently  examined  them  himfelf, 
he  may  fuffcr  what  to  an  honcft  mind  muft  be  far  more  painful  than 
any  pcrfonal  ignominy,  he  may  languifh  under  the  confcioufnefs  of 
having  influenced  the  public  counfels  by  falfe  declarations,  and  hav- 
ing by  his  negligence  betrayed  his  country  to  calamities  which  aclofcr 
attention  might  have  enabled  him  to  have  forefeen. 

Whether  the  noble  Lord,  who  allcdged  the  certainty  of  reforma- 
tion which  this  bill  will  produce,  ever  examined  hrs  own  Opinion,  I 
know  not;  but  think  it  necefTary  at  leaft  to  conftder  it  more  particu- 
larly, to  fupply  that  proof  of  it  which,  if  it  be  true,  he  negleflrd  to 
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produce,  or  to  Ibew,  if  it  be  found  falfe,  how  little  confident  aflertions 
are  to  be  regarded. 

Between  twice  a  day,  and  twice  a  week,  the  noble  Ldrd  will  ndt 
deny  the  proportion  to  be  as  feven  to  one ;  and  therefore  to  present 
drunkennefs  in  the  degree  which  he  perfuades  us  to  exped,  die  price 
of  the  liquor  muft  be  raifed  in  the  fame  proportion }  but  tlie  duty  hii 
upon  the  gallon  will  not  increafe  the  price  a  fifth  part,  even  though  it 
fbould  not  be  eluded  by  diftiUi ng  liquors  of  an  extraordinary  ftrength  ; 
one  fifth  part  of  the  price  is  therefore,  in  his  Lordfliip's  eftimatej  equal 
to  the  whole  price  feven  times  multiplied.  Such  are  the  arguments 
which  have  been  produced  in  favour  of  this  bill;  and  fuch  is  the  drli-^ 
gence  with  which  the  public  happinefs  is  promoted  by  thofe  who  have 
hopes  of  being  enriched  by  public  calamities. 

As  the  tax  will  not  make  a  fifth  part  of  the  price^  and  even  that 
may  be  in  fome  meafure  evaded,  the  duty  paid  for  licences  fcarcely 
deferves  confideration  ;  for  it  is  not  intended  to  hinder  retailers,  but 
to  make  them  ufeful  in  fome  degree  to  the  miniftry,  by  paying  an 
yearly  tax  for  the  licence  of  poifoning. 

It  is  therefore  apparent,  upon  the  noble  Lord's  fuppofition  that 
the  price  of  the  liquor  will  be  raifed  in  confequence  of  this  tax, 
that  no  man  can  be  hindered  from  more  than  a  fifth  part  of  his  ufual 
debauchery,  which  however  would  be  fome  advantage  to  the  public ) 
but  even  this  fmall  advanUge  cannot  be  expeded  from  the  bill,  be- 
caufe  one  part  ^iU  obftrui^  the  benefits  that  might  be  hoped  from 
another. 

The  duty  upon  liquors,  however  inconfiderable,  will  be  neceflarity 
an  augmentation  of  the  price  to  the  firft  buyer,  but  probably  that 
augmentation  will  be  very  little  felt  by  the  confumer.  For,  my  Lords, 
it  muft  be  confidered,  that  many  circumftances  concur  to  conftitute 
the  price  of  any  commodity  ;  the  price  of  what  is  in  itfelf  cheap,  may 
be  raifed  by  the  art  or  the  condition  of  thofe  that  fell  it ;  what  is 
engrofled  by  a  few  hands,  is  fold  dearer  than  when  the  fame  quantity 
is  difpcrfed  in  many ;  and  what  is  fold  in  fecurity,  and  under  the  pro- 
teuton  of  the  law,  is  cheaper  than  that  which  cXpofes  the  vender  to 
profecutions  and  penalties. 

At  prefcnt,  my  Lords,  diftilled  fpirits  are  fold  in  oppofition  to  the 
laws  of  the  kingdom  j  and  therefore  it  is  reafonable,  as  has  been 
before  obfcrved,  to  believe  that  an  extraordinary  profit  is  expefted, 
becaufe  no  man  will  incur  dai^gcr  with9ut  advantage.    It  is  at  prc- 
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fent  retailed  for  the  greateft  pare  by  indigent  perfons,  who  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  buy  it  in  large  quantities,  and  confequently  not  at  die 
cb^apcft  rate ;  and  who  muft  of  neceffity  gain  a  large  profit,  becaufe 
they  are  to  fubfift  upon  a  very  fmall  ftock. 

Thefe  caufes  concurring,  may  be  eafily  imagined  to  raife  the  price 
more  than  a  fifth  part  above  the  profit  which  is  expeSed  in  other 
traffic ;  but  when  this  bill  (hall  become  a  law,  the  neceffity  of  large 
profit  will  no  longer  fubfift ;  for  there  will  then  be  no  danger  in  re* 
tailing  fpirits,  and  they  will  be  chiefly  fold  in  houfes  by  perfoAs  who 
can  afford  to  purchafe  them  in  great  quantities,  who  can  be  tnifted 
by  the  diftiller,  for  the  ufual  time  allowed  in  other  trades  ;  and  who 
therefore  may  fell  them  without  any  exorbitant  advantage, 

Befides,  my  Lords,  it  is  reafonable  to  imagine,  that  the  prefent 
profit  to  the  retailer  is  very  great,  fince,  like  that  which  arifes  from 
the  dandeftine  exportation  of  wool,  it  is  fufficient  to  tempt  multi- 
tudes to  a  breach  of  the  law,  a  contempt  of  penalties,  amd  a  defiance 
of  the  magiftrates  ;  and  it  may  be  therefore  imagined,  that  there  is 
room  for  a  confiderable  abatement  of  the  price,  which  may  fubtrad 
much  more  than  is  added  by  this  new  duty. 

This  deduction  from  the  price,  my  Lords,  will  probably  be  foon 
produced  by  the  emulation  of  retailers,  who,  when  the  trade  becomes 
fafe  and  public,  will  endeavour  to  attrad  buyers  by  low  rates ;  for 
what  the  noble  Lord,  whofe  ingenious  aflertion  I  am  now  oppofing, 
has  declared  with  refpe(fi  to  traders,  that  for  a  tax  oCa  penny  upon 
any  commodity,  they  oblige  the  confumers  to  advance  two-pence,  is 
not  univerfally  true ;  and  I  believe  it  is  as  likely,  that  the  people  vrM 
infift  upon  having  the  fame  liquor  at  the  ufual  price,  without  regard 
to  the  ux,  as  that  the  venders  will  be  able  to  raife  their  price  in  ai 
unreafonable  proportion.  The  obftinacy  of  the  people  with  regard  to 
this  liquor,  my  Lords,  has  already  appeared  -,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
believe,  that  they  who  have  coofefledly  conquered  the  legiflature,  will 
not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  overcome  in  the  fame  caufe  by  the  avarice 
of  alehoufe- keepers. 

I  am  therefore  confident,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  will  produce  no 
beneficial  effe^  even  in  this  city ;  and  that  in  the  country,  where 
the  <ale  of  fpirits  was  hindered  by  the  late  law,  or  where  at  leaft  it 
might  have  been  hindered  in  a  great  meafure,  it  will  propagate  wicked- 
Tiefs  and  debauchery  in  a  degree  never  yet  known ;  the  torrent  of 
licentioufnefs  wiU  break  at  once  upon  it,  and  a  fudden  freedom  from 
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ftftnint  will  produce  a  wanton  enjoyment  of  pnTileges  whid)  bad 
ne? er  been  thought  fo  valuable,  had  they  never  been  taken  away. 
Thus,  while  the  crowds  of  the  capital  are  every  day  thinned  by  the 
liccnfed  diftributers  of  poifon,  the  country,  which  is  to  be.conGdered 
as  the  nurfery  in  which  the  human  fpedes  is  chiefly  propagated,  will 
be  made  barren ;  and  that  race  of  men  will  be  intercepted,  which  is 
to  defend  the  liberty  of  the  neighbouring  nations  in  the  next  age, 
which  is  to  extend  our  commerce  to  other  kii^;doms,  or  repel  the 
encroachments  of  fiiture  ufurpation. 

The  bill,  my  Lords,  will  therefore  produce  none  of  the  advan«* 
tages  which  thofe  who  promote  it  have  had  the  confidence  to  promife 
the  public.  But  let  us  now  examine,  whether  they  have  not  been 
more  fagacious  in  lecuring  the  benefits  which  they  expe£k  from  it 
themfelves. 

That  one  of  the  mtentions  of  it  is  to  raife  a  fum  to  fupply  the 
prdent  exigencies  of  the  government  is  not  denied  ;  that  this  is  the 
only  intention  is  generally  believed,  and  believed  upon  the  ftrongeft 
reaibns ;  for  it  is  the  only  tSc€t  which  it  can  poffibly  produce ;  and 
to  this  end  it  is  calculated  with  all  the  (kill  of  men,  long  verfed  in  the 
laudable  art  of  contriving  taxes  and  of  raifing  money. 

1  have  already  ihewn  to  your  Lordflups,  that  feven  millions  of 
gallons  of  fpirits  are  annually  diftilled  in  this  kingdom  ;  this  con* 
fumption,  at  the  fmall  duty  of  fix-pence  a  gallon,  i^wto  be  impofed, 
will  produce  an  yearly  revenue  of  175,0001.  and  the  tax  upon  li- 
cences may  be  rated  at  a  very  large  fum ;  fo  that  there  is  a  fund 
fufficient,  I  hope,  for  the  expences  which  a  land  war  is  to  bring 
upon.  us. 

But  we  are  not  to  forget,  my  Lords,  that  this  is  only  the  produce 
of  thefirft  year,  and  that  the  tax  is  likely  to  afford  every  year  a  larger 
revenue.  As  the  confumption  of  thofe  liquors^  under  its  late  dif- 
couragements,  has  advanced  a  million  of  gallons  every  year,  it  may 
be  reafonably  imagined,  that  by  the  countenance  of  the  lcgiflature,and 
the  protedion  of  authority,  it  will  increafe  in  a  double  proportion  ; 
and  that  in  ten  years  more,  twenty  millions  will  be  diftilled  every  ^ear 
for  the  deftrufiion  of  die  people. 

Thus  far,  my  Lords,  the  fcheme  of  the  miniftry  appears  profper- 
ous ;  but  all  profperity,  at  Icaft  all  the  profperity  of  difhonefty,  muft 
in  time  have  an  end.  The  pra6lice  of  drinking  cannot  be  for  ever 
continued|  becauie  it  will  hurry  the  prefent  generation  to  the  gfave, 
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and  prevent  the  produAton  of  another ;  the  revenne  muft  ceafe  with 
the  confiimption,  and  the  confumption  muft  be  at  an  end  when  the 
confumers  are  deftroyed. 

But  this,  my  Lords,  cannot  (peedily  happen,  nor  have  our  minifteis 
any  dread  of  miferies  which  are  only  to  fell  in  diftant  times  upon 
another  generation.  It  is  fulBcient  for  them,  if  their  expedient  can 
fupply  thofe  exigencies  which  their  counfels  have  brought  upon  the 
public ;  if  they  pay  their  court  to  the  crown  with  fuccefs,  at  what- 
ever difadvantage  to  the  people,  and  continue  in  power  till  they  hare 
enlarged  their  fortunes,  and  then  without  punift^ment  retire  to  enjoy 
them. 

But  I  hope,  my  Lords,  that  we  fliall  z8t  upon  very  difFercnt  princi- 
ples J  that  we  (hall  examine  the  moft  diftant  confequences  of  oar 
refolutions,  and  cbnfider  ourfelves,  not  as  the  agents  of  the  crown  to 
levy  taxes,  but  as  the  guardians  of  the  people  to  promote  the  public 
bappinefs ;  that  we  fhall  always  remember,  that  happinefs  can  be 
produced  only  by  virtue  ;  and  that  fince  thip  bill  can  tend  only  to  the 
increafe  of  debauchery,  we  ihall,  without  the  formality  of  a  commit- 
ment, unanimoufly  rejed:  it  with  indignation  and  abhorrence. 

Lord  Cartbrkt  fpoke  to  the  following  eiFeft:  —  My  Lords, 
The  bill  now  before  us  has  been  examined  with  the  utmoft  acuteiiefs, 
and  oppofcd  with  all  the  arts  of  eloquence  and  argumentation  ;  nor 
has  any  topic  beeq^orgotten  that  could  fpecioufly  be  employed  againft 
it.  It  has  been  rcprefented  by  fome  as  contrary  to  policy,  and  by 
others  as  oppofite  to  religion  ;  its  confequences  have  been  difplayed 
with  all  the  conBdenc'e  of  predidion,  and  the  motives  upon  which  it 
has  been  formed,  declared  to  be  fuch  as,  I  hope,  every  man  abhors 
who  projcded  or  defends  it. 

It  has  been  aflertcd,  that  this  bill  owes  its  exiftcncc  only  to  the 
©cceiEty  of  raifing  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  unneceflary  troops,  to  be 
employed  in  ufelefs  and  dangerous  expeditions ;  and  that  thofe  who 
defend  it  have  no  regard  to  the  happinefs  or  virtue  of  the  people,  nor 
any  other  dcfign  than  to  raife  fupplies,  and  gratify  the  miniftry. 

In  purfuance  of  this  fcheme  of^argument,  the  confequences  of  Ais 
bill  have  been  very  artfully  deduced,  and  very  copioufly  explained ; 
and  it  has  been  aflerted,  that  by  paffing  it,  we  (hall  (hew  ourfelves 
the  patrons  of  vice,  the  defenders  of  debauchery,  and  the  promoters 
of  drunkenncfs. 

' '^-  '  It 
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It  has  bden  declared,  that  in  confequence  of  this  law,  by  which 
the  ufe  of  difttlled  liquors  is  intended  to  be  reftrained,  the  retailers  of 
diem  will  be  multiplied,  and  multiplied  without  end ;  till  the  corrup* 
tion,  which  is  already  too  extenfive,  is  become  general,  and  the 
nation  is  transformed  into  a  herd  of  drunkards. 

With  regard  to  the  ufes  to  which  the  money  which  (hall  arife  from 
this  tax  is  to  be  applied,  though  it  has  been  more  than  once  mentioned 
in  this  debate,  I  fhall  pais  it  over,  as  without  any  connexion  with 
the  queftion  before  us.  To  confound  difierent  topics,  may  be  ufeful  > 
to  thofe  whofe  defign  is  to  impofe  upon  the  inattention  or  weaknefs^ 
of  their  opponents,  as  they  may  be  enabled  by  it  to  alter  fometimes 
the  ftate  of  the  controverfy,  and  to  hide  their  fallacies  in  perplexity 
and  confuiion,  but  always  to  be  avoided  by  thofe  wh5  endeavour  to 
difcover  and  to  eftablifh  truth,  who  difpute  not  to  confound  but  to 
convince,  and  who  intend  not  to  difturb  the  public  deliberations  but 
affiftthem. 

I  ihall  therefore,  my  Lords,  only  endeavour  to  (how  that  the  con* 
fequence,  of  which  fome  Lords  exprefs,  and  I  believe  with  fincetity, 
iuch  dreadful  apprehenfions,  is  not  in  reality  to  be  feared  from  this 
bill,  that  it  will  probably  promote  the  purpofe  for  which  it  is  declared 
to  be  calculated,  and  that  it  will  by  no  means  produce  that  havock 
in  the  human  fpecies  which  feems  to  be  fufpe^led,  or  diiFufe  th.it 
corruption  through  the  people  which  has  been  confidently  foretold. 

l^hc  prefent  ftate  of  this  vice,  my  Lords,  has  been  fully  explained 
a3  well  by  thofe  who  oppofe  the  bill  as  by  thofe  who  defend  it.  The 
ufe  of  diftillcd  liquors  is  now  prohibited  by  a  penal  law,  but  the 
execution  of  this  law,  as  of  all  others  of  the  iame  kind,  neceflfarily 
iuppoies  a  regular  information  of  the  breach  of  it  to  be  laid  before 
the  magiftrate.  The  people  confider  this  law,  however  juft  or  ne- 
cefiary,  as  an  a<^  of  the  moft  tyrannical  cruelty,  which  ought  to  be 
oppofed  with  the  utmoft  fteadinefe  and  vigour,  as  an  infupporuble 
bardfbip  from  which  they  ought  at  any  rate  to  fet  themfelvcs  free. 

They  have  determined,  therefore,  not  to  be  governed  by  this  law, 
and  have  confequcntly  endeavoured  to  hinder  its  execution  -,  and  fo 
vigourous  have  been  their  efforts,  that  they  have  at  laft  prevailed. 
At  firft  they  only  oppofed  it  by  their  pcrfeverance  and  obftinacy,  they ' 
refblvcd  to  perfift  in  the  pradice  of  retailing  liquors  without  regard  to 
the  penalties  which  they  might  incur  by  it ;  and  therefore  as  one  was 
jut  to  prifon,  his  place  was  immediately  fupplicd  by  a|)0tber  j  and  fo 

F  f  4  frequent 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


£ne<}uent  were  the  informations  and  fo  frQttkfs  die  penalties,  that  Ac 
chief  magiftrate  of  the  metropolis  lamented  publickly  in  the  other 
Houfe,  the  unpleafmg  neccffity  to  which  he  was  fiibjc<aed  by  that  law, 
cf  fining  ^nd  imprironing  without  end,  and  without  hopes  of  pro- 
curing the  reformation  that  was  intended. 

Thus  they  proceeded  for  fome  time,  and  appeared  to  hope  diat 
the  magi  ft  rates  would  after  a  whik  connive  at  a  praftice,  which  they 
^ould  find  no  degree  of  feverity  fuificient  to  Aipprefs^  that  they  would 
fink  under  the  iiitigue  of  puniflxtng  to  no  purpofe,  that  they  would  by 
degrees  relax  their  vigilance,  and  leave  the  people  in  quiet  pofleSon 
df  that  felicity  which  they  appeared  to  rate  at  fo  high  a  price. 
'  At  lengthy  my  Lords,  inftead  of  wearying  the  magiftrates,  they 
grew  weary  themfelyes,  and  determined  no  longer  to  bear  perfecution 
for  their  enjoyments,  but  to  refift  that  law  which  they  could  not 
evade,  and  to  which  they  would  not  fubmit.     They  therefore  deterr 
miffed  to  mark  out  all  thoffs  who  by  their  informations  promoted  its 
execution,  as  public  enemies,  as  wretphcs  who  for  the  fake  of  a  rcr 
^rd,  carriedpna  trade  of  peijury  and  perfecution,  and  who  harafled 
their  innocent  neighbours  only  for  carrying  on  a  lawful  employment 
for  fupplying  the  wants  of  the  poor,  relieving  the  wearincfs  of  the 
labourer^  adminiftring  folace  to  the  dejeSed,  and  cordials  to  the  &ck. 
The  word  was  therefore  given  that  no  informer  (hould  be  fpared  ^ 
and  when  an  offender  was  fummpncd  hy  the  civil  officers,  crowds 
patched  at  the  door  of  the  magiftratc  to  refcuc  the  prifoner,  and  to 
difcoyef  and  feize  the  witnefs  upon  whofc  tcftimony  he  was  convitled ; 
and  unfortunate  was  the  wretch  who,  with  the  imputation  of  this 
crime  upon  him,  fell  into  their  hands  j  it  is  well   remembered  bjp 
every  man  who  at  that  time  was  converfant  in  this  city,  with  what 
outcries  of  vengeance  an  informer  was  puffued  in  the  public  firects, 
and  -\ix  the  open  day ;  with  what  exclamations  of  triumph  he  was 
feized,  and  with  what  rage  of  cruelty  he  was  tormented. 

One  inftancc  of  ^hcir  fury  I  very  particularly  remember,  as  a  man 
was  paffing  alon^  the  ftreets,  the  alarm  was  given  that  he  was  an 
jnformef  againft  the  retailers  of  fpirituous  liquors,  the  populace  were 
Immediately  gathered  as  in  a  time  of  common  danger,  and  united  in 
the  purfuit  as  of  a  beaft  of  prey,  which  it  was  criminal  not  to  dcftroy; 
the  map  difcovercd,  cither  by  confcioufnefs  or  intelligence,  his 
danger,  and  fled  for  his  life  with  the  utmoft  precipitation  j  but  dq 
^oufekecper  durft  afFord  him  ftieltcr,  the  cry  increafed  upon  him  on 
'   :        ■  ■      •    *    ■  ajj 
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an  hands,  and  the  populace  rolkd  on  after  him  with  a  torrent  not  to 
be  refifted  ;  and  he  was  upon  the  point  of  being  overtaken,  and  like 
fome  others  dtfftroyed,  when  one  of  the  greateft  perfons  in  the  nation, 
hearing  the  tumult,  and  enquiring  th^  reafon,  opened  his  doors  to 
thediftreflled  fugitive,  and.fheltered  him  from  a  cruel  death. 

Soon  afterwards  there  was  a  flop  put  to  all  informadon ;  no  man 
dared  afterwards,  for  the  fake  of  a  reward,  expofe  himfelf  to  the  fury 
of  the  people,  and  the  ufe  of  thefe  deftru£Hve  liquors  was  no  longer 
obftruded.  How  much  the  pra6lice  of  this  kind  of  debauchery  pre- 
vailed, after'  this  ibort  reftraint,  and  how  much  the  confumption  of 
thefe  deflruftive  liquors  has  increafed,  the  noble  Lord  who  i^olce 
laft  has  ver  J  accurately  informed  us,  nor  can  any  argument  be  oiFer^d 
for  the  prefent  bill  more  flrong  than  that  which  his  computations 
have  already  furnifhed. 

For,  if  it  appears,  my  Lords,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  after  fuch 
authentic  teftimonies,  that  fevcn  fnillions  of  gallons  of  fpirits  are 
every  year  confumed  in  this  kingdom,  and  that  of  thefe  far  the 
greateft  quantity  is  wafted  in  the  moft  flagitious  and  deftruftive  de- 
bauchery ;  it  is  furely  at  length  neceflary  to  confider  by  what  means 
this  confumption,  which  cannot  be  ftopped,  may  be  leflened,  and 
this  vice  obftrufted,  which  cannot  be  reformed. 

By  opening  a  fufficicnt  number  of  licenfed  (hops,  the  number  of 
uolicenfed  retailers  will  be  neccflarily  leffened,  and  by  raifing  the 
price  of  the  liquor,  the  quantity  which  the  poor  drink,  muft  with 
equal  certainty  be  diminifhed ;  and  as  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  the 
jiumbcr  of  thofe  who  will  pay  annually  for  licences,  can  be  equal  to 
that  of  the  petty  tracers,  who  now  difpofe  of  fpirits  in  cellars  and  in 
the  ftreets  ;  it  is  reafonable  to  believe  that  fince  there  will  be  fewer 
fellers,  lefs  will  be  fold. 

Some  Lords  have  indeed  declared  their  fufpiciori,  that  the  number 
of  licenfed  fhops  will  be  fuch  as  will  endanger  the  health  of  the 
people,  and  the  peace  of  the  commonwealth  ;  and  one  has  fo  far  in- 
dulged his  imagination,  as  to  declare  that  he  expeSs  fifteen  hundred 
(hops  to  be  fet  open  for  the  fale  of  fpirits,  in  a  (hort  time  after  ths 
publication  of  this  law. 

If  it  be  anfwered,  that  no  fpirits  can  be  fold  but  by  thofe  wjipkeep 
^  houfe  of  public  entertainment  by  a  licence  from  the  juftices  of  the 
peace,  the  opponents  of  the  bill  have  a  reply  ready,  that  the  jufticci 
^ill  take  all  opportunities  tp  promote  the  iacrcafc  of  jjie  reycnue,  an4 
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yfill  always  grant  a  licence  when  it  is  demanded^  without  regard  to 
the  mifchiefs  that  may  arife  from  the  increafe  of  the  retreats  of  idle- 
ncfs  and  receptacles  of  vice  ;  and  that  therefore  to  allow  jufticts  to 
grant  licences  for  the  retail  of  any  commodity  upon  which  a  tax  is 
laid,  is  to  permit  the  fale  of  it  without  limits. 

But,  my  Lords,  this  argument  will  vanifli,  when  it  is  confidered 
that  thofe  juftites  to  whom  the  law  commies  the  fuperintendency  of 
public houfes,  are  fuperintended  themfelves  hymen  who  derive  thdr 
authority  from  a  higher  power,  and  whofe  cenfures  are  more  formida- 
Wetban  judicial  penalties.  The  condu(S  of  the  juftices,  my  Lords, 
as.  of  every  other  perfon,  lies  open  to  the  obfervation  of  the  reverend 
clergy,  by  whofe  couniels  it  is  to  be  regulated,  and  by  whofe  ad- 
(nonitions  .it  ought  to  be  reformed ;  admonitions  which  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  be  without  force  from  men  to  whom  the  great  province 
of  preaching  virtue  and  truth  is  committed,  and  whofe  profeffion  is 
lb  much  reverenced,  that  reputation  and  infamy  are  generaUy  in 
their  power. 

Should  the  juftices,  my  Lords,  abufe  their  authority,  either  for  the 
increafe  of  the  revenue,  or  any  other  purpofe,  what  could  they  txpcSt 
but  to  be  marked  out  on  the  next  day  of  public  woHhip  for  reproach 
and  derifion  ?  What  could  they  hope  but  that  their  crimes  fliould  be 
difplayed  in  the  mod  odious  view  to  their  neighbours,  their  children 
and  their  dependants ;  and  that  all  thofe  from  whom  nature  or  intercft 
teaches  them  to  defire  friendfliip,  reverence,  or  efteem,  will  be 
taught  to  confidcr  them  as  the  flaves  of  power  and  the  agents  of 
villainy,  as  the  propagators  of  debauchery,  and  the  enemies  of 
mankind  ? 

There  is,  therefore,  my  Lords,  reafon  to  hope  that  the  bill  may 
be  ufeful,  becaufc  it  will  be  hindered  from  being  detrimental  ^  and  aS 
there  is  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  doing  fomething,  and  no  better 
method  can  at  prefent  be  propofed,  I  think  this  ought  not  to  be 
rejefled.  We  have  found  by  experience  that  the  public  is  not  to  b» 
reformed  at  once,  and  that  the  progrefs  from  corruption  to  reforma- 
tion muft  be  gradual ;  and  as  this  bill  enforces  fome  degrees  of 
amendment,  it  is  at  leaft  more  eligible  than  the  prefent  law,  which 
IS  wholly  without  effe<£l,  becaufe  no  man  will  dare  to  put  it  in 
eTcecution. 

Every  man  muft  be  convinced  by  his  own  experience  of  the  dif- 
ficulty with  which  long  habits  are  furmounted,     I  myfelf  fufFer  fome 

indulgence 

Digitized  6y  Google 


ib  ^74^-3-]  SPIRITUOUS    LiftuoRs.  443 

iadulgence  which  yet  I  cannot  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  forbear ;  this 
indulgence  is  the  ufe  of  too  much  fnuff,  to  which  it  is  well  known 
that  many  perfons  of  rank  are  not  lefs  addided  ;  and  therefore  I  do 
not  wonder  that  the  law  is  inefFedual,  which  is  to  encounter  with 
the  habits  and  appetites  of  the  whole  mafs  of  the  common  people. 

For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  approve  what  has  been 
recommended  in  this  debate,  any  new  law  that  may  put  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  liquor  yet  farther  from  them,  by  facilitating  profecutions, 
or  enforcing  penalties,  as  I  am  convinced  th^t  the  natural  force  of 
the  people  is  fuperior  to  the  law,  and  that  their  natural  force  will  be 
exerted  for  the  defence  of  their  darling  fpirits,  and  the  whole  nation 
be  (haken  with  liniverfal  (edition* 

It  has  been  objeded  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  ux  now  propofed 
is  fuch  as  never  was  ratfed  in  any  government^  becaufe,  though 
luxury  may  confeflcdly  be  taxed,  vice  ought  to  be  conftantly  fup- 
prefled ;  and  this,  in  his  Lordfliip's  opinion,  is  a  tax  upon  vice. 

His  Lordfliip's  diftindtion  between  luxury  and  vice,  between  the 
pfe  of  things  unlawful,  and  the  excefs  of  things  lawful,  is  undoubt- 
edly jufty  but  by  no  means  applicable  on  this  occaficn  ;  nor  indeed 
has  the  noble  Lord  with  all  his  art  been  able  to  apply  it  ^  for  he  was 
obliged  to  change  the  terms  in  bis  argument ;  and,  indead  of  calling 
this  tax,  a  tax  upon  llrong  liquors,  to  ftigmatife  it  with  the  odious 
appellation  of  a  tax  upon  drunkenncfs. 

To  call  any  thing  what  it  really  is  not,  and  then  to  ccnfure  it,  is 
vcryeafy;  too  eafy,  my  Lords,  to  be  done  with  fucccfs.  To  con- 
fute the  argument  it  is  only  neceflliry  to  obferve,  that  this  tax  is  not 
a  tax  upon  drunkennefs,  but  a  tax  laid  upon  ftrong  liquors  for  the 
prevention  of  drunkennefs  j  and  by  confequence,  fuch  as  falls  within 
the  compafs  of  his  own  definition. 

That  it  is  not  a  tax  upon  luxury  cannot  be  inferred  from  the  in- 
digence of  thofe  whom  it  is  intended  to  reform  ;  for  luxury  is,  my 
Lords,  ad  modum  pojpdentis^  of  different  kinds,  in  proportion  to  dif- 
ferent conditions  of  life,  and  one  man  may  very  decently  enjoy  thofe 
delicacies  or  pleafures  to  which  it  would  be  fooliih  and  criminal  in 
another  to  afpire.  Whoever  fpends  upon  fupcrfluitics  what  he  muft 
want  for  the  ncceffities  of  life,  is  luxurious  j  and  excefs  therefore  of 
diftilled  fpirits  may  be  termed  with  the  utmoft  propriety  the  luxury  of 
Jhe  poor. 

This, 
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This,  my  Lords,  appeared  to  be  die  opinion  of  the  noble  Laid 
who  (poke  fo  copioufly  on  this  queftion  at  the  beginnbg  of  the  de- 
bate ;  of  this  opinion  was  the  Rev.  Prelate  when  be  obferved,  that 
necejfity  itfelfwas  become  luxurious^  and  of  this  opinion  muft  every  man 
be  who  advifes  fuch  a  duty  to  be  laid  upon  thefe  liquors  as  may  at 
once  debar  the  poor  from  the  ufe  of  them  ;  for  fuch  a  propolal  evi- 
dently foppofes  them  unneceiTary,  and  all  enjoyment  of  things  not 
neceflary  is  a  degree  of  luxury* 

To  tax  this  luxury,  which  is  perhaps  the  moft  pernicious  of  aD 
others,  is  now  propofed ;  but  it  is  propofed  to  tax  it  only  to  fupprefs 
it,  to  fupprefs  it  by  fuch  flow  degrees  as  may  be  borne  by  the  peopk ; 
and  I  hope  a  law  fo  falutary  will  not  be  oppoied  only  beeaufe  it  may 
afford  the  government  a  prefent  fupply. 

'  The  Duke  of  Newcastle  then  rofe  up  and  fpoke  to  the  following 
tSicSt :-— My  Lords,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  debate  would  have 
been  much  (horter,  had  not  the  noble  Lords  who  have  fpckcn  in  it 
fuiFered  themfelves  to  be  led  away  either  by  their  own  xeal,  or  the 
teal  of  their  opponents  from  die  true  ftate  of  the  queftion,  to  which 
i  {hall  take  the  liberty  of  recalling  their  attention,  that  this  important 
controveriy  may  have  at  length  an  end. 

The  point,  the  only  point  that  is,  in  my  opinion,  now  to -be  confi- 
dered,  is  this  :  The  people  of  this  nation  have  for  feme  time  pradifed 
a  moft  pernicious  and  hateful  kind  of  debauchery ;  againft  which  feve- 
ral  laws  hiave  been  already  made,  which  experience  has  (hewn  to  be 
fo  far  without  efFcft,  that  the  diforder  has  every  year  increaled  among 
them ;  [wbile  the  Duke  wasfpeakingy  the  Bijhop  of  Oxford  faidy  tvitb- 
out  intention  to  be  overheardy  "  Yes,  that  is  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe," 
upon  which  the  Duke  flopped^  and  afked  whether  his  Lordjhip  had  ofj 
objeSfion  to  makey  who  anfwered  that  he  had  no  dejign  of  interrupting 
him  5  and  he  therefore  proceeded.^  A  new  law  therefore  is  propofed  lefs 
fevcre  indeed  than  the  former,  but  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  for  that 
reafon  more  efficacious ;  this  law  having  palled  through  the  other 
Houfe,  is  now  in  the  common  courfe  of  our  procedure  to  be  coo- 
fidered  by  us  in. a  Committee. 

We  are  now,  my  Lords,  therefore  to  refolve,  whether  a  bill  for 
the  reformation  of  this  flagrant  vice  deferves  any  farther  deliberation, 
whether  we  ihall  join  with  the  other  Houfe  in  their  endeavours  to 
rcftore^he  ancient  fobriety  and  virtue  of  the  Britifli  people.  Or,  by  aa 
open  difapprobation  of  their  a^jtempt^  difcourage  them  from  profe* 
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cuting  their  deCgn,  atid  debar  diem  from  ufing  the  opportunitief 
that  fucceeding  years  may  afford,  and  the  new  lights  which  expe* 
rtence  may  fupply  for  improving  this  eflay,  however  imperfect,  to  a  . 
fidutary  and  unexceptionable  law. 

The  prelates  whofe  laudable  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  virtue 
has  prompted  diem  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  on  this  occafion  hy  an 
uncommon  warmth  of  oppofition,  ought,  as  they  appear  fully  fen<- 
fible  of  the  cMunities  which  intemperance  brings  upon  mankind,  to 
confider  likewife  the  coufequences  of  refuting  to  examine  in  a  Com- 
mittee a  Bill  profefledly  drawn  up  to  reftrain  intemperance.  They 
ought  to  remember,  that  by  rejecting  this  Bill  without  a  particular 
fxaminadon  of  the  feveral  claufes  which  it  contains,  and  without 
tfaofe  particular  objedions  which  fuch  examinadons  neceflarily  pro- 
duce, we  (hall  difcover  a  contempt  of  the  wifdom  or  virtue  of  the 
other  Houfe,  which  may  incline  them  in  their  turn  to  obftrud  the 
meafuresof  the  government,  or  at  leaft  to  negle£l  that  evil,  however 
great,  for  the  redreis  of  which  they  have  no  reafon  to  expeA  our 
concurrence. 

Thofe  whofe  particular  province  it  !s  to  infpedi  the  lives  of  the 
people,  to  recal  them  from  vice,  and  ftrengthen  them  in  virtue, 
ihould  certainly  refled  on  this  occafion,  that  the  fafeft  method  ought 
to  be  chofen ;  and  therefore  that  this  bill  ought  to  be  promoted  ^ 
becaufe,  not  to  affirm  too  much,  it  is  poffible  that  it  may  produce 
fome  degree  of  reformation ;  and  the  worft  that  can  be  feared  4s, 
diat,  like  die  prefent  law,  it  will  be  inefFe£hial  ^  for  the  corruption 
and  Ucentioufne&  of  the  people  are  already  fuch,  that  nothing  can 
increafe  them. 

The  Bifliop  of  Sarum  then,fpoke  to  die  following  purpofe :— My 
Ix>rds,  I  am  fo  fiir  from  being  convinced  by  the  arguments  of  the  noble 
Duke,  that  the  bill  now  before  us  ought  to  be  committed  without 
farther  oppofition,  that,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  can  be  more  <in«> 
worthy  of  the  honour  of  this  Houfe,  or  more  unfuitable  to  the  cha* 
rader  which  thofe  who  (It  on  this  bench  ought  to  defire,  than  to 
agree  to  any  vote,  which  may  have  the  moft  diflant  appearance  of 
approbation. 

That  a  bin  drawn  up  for  the  reformation  of  manners,  for  the  re*> 
flraint  of  a  prtdommant  and  de(itu£dve  vice,  for  the  promotion  of 
virtue,  and  the  enforcement  of  religion,  ought  at  leaft  to  be  calmly 
aad  particularly  con(idered9  that  the  laudable  endeavours  of  the 

Commons 
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Commons  ought  not  to  be  difcouraged  by  a  precipitate  and  con- 
temptuous reje£tion  of  the  meafures  which  they  have  formed  for  the 
attainment  of  a  purpofe  fo  important,  is  indeed  a  fpecious  and  plau- 
fible  method  of  perfuafion ;  but,  my  Lords,,  it  can  zSEcSt  only  tfaofe 
who  come  to  deliberate  upon  this  bill  without  having  read  it. 

A  very  (light  and  curfory  perufal  of  the  bill,  my  Lords,  will  dif- 
iipate  all  the  mifts  which  eloquence  can  raife ;  it  will  (hew  that  the 
law  now  propofed  can  neither  be  ufeful  nor  inefiedual,  but  that  it 
muft  operate  very  powerfully,  though  -in  a  manner  by  no  means 
agreeable  to  its  title. 

To  preveilt  the  excefSve  ufe  of  any  thing,  by  allowing  it  to  be 
fold  without  reftramt,  is  an  expedient  which  the  wifdooi  of  no  for^ 
mer  age  ever  difcovered ;  it  is  indeed  a  fallacy  too  grots  to  be  ad- 
mitted, even  by  the  moft  inconfiderate  negligence,  or  the  moft  con- 
temptuous ftupidity,  nor  am  I  at  all  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
Commons  will  impute  the  rejedion  of  this  bill  to  our  difregard  of 
virtue,  or  think  that  we  have  defeated  any  endeavours  for  the  fup« 
preffion  of  wiclcednefs^ 

It  has  been  affirmed,  that  though  by  the  bill  the  fale  is  permitted 
it  is  permitted  only,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  hindered ;  and  that  the  price 
is  raifed  fo  high,  that,  though  the  lawful  venders  may  be  multiplied, 
the  number  of  the  purchafers  muft  be  diminifhed.  But  even  this 
argiunent,  like  all  others  that  have  yet  been  advanced,  is  confuted 
by  the  bill  itfclf,  from  which,  the  tax  now  propofed  appears  to  be 
fuch  as,  when  fubdivided  by  the  fmall  meafures  in  which  retailers- 
fell  thefe  liquors,  will  fcarcely  be  perceived,  and  which,  though  it 
may  enrich  the  Government,  will  not  impoverilh  the  people,  except 
by  deftroying  their  health,  and  enervating  their  limbs. 

The  tax,  my  Lords,  even  fuppofing  it  (^aid  without  any  method 
of  evafion,  is  fo  low,  that  in  a  quarter  of  a  pint,  the  quantity  which 
the  lower  people  ufually  demand  at  once,  it  does  not  amount  to  any 
denomination  of  money  ;  and  fo  fmall  an  addition  will  be  eafily 
overbalanced  by  the  fale  of  a  larger  quantity  than  formerly ;  for  it 
canriot  be  doubted  but  the  pradicc  which  prevailed  in  oppofition  to 
the  law,  will  grow  yet  more  predominant  by  its  encouragement; 
and  that  therefore  the  advantage  of  a  large  and  quick  fale  will  leflea 
the  price  more  than  (o  flight  a  tax  can  poffibly  increafeit. 

The  noble  Duke  has  endeavoured  to  reduce  us  to  difficulties,  by 
urging,  that  fmce  the  corruption  of  the  people  cannot  be  greattr,Dve 
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ought  willingly  to  agree  to  any  law,  of  which  the  title  declares  that 
it-is  intended  to  produce  a  reformation^  becaufe  the  woift  that  can 
be  feared  is,  that  it  may  be  without  effed. 

But,  my  Lords,  fuch  is  the  enormous  abfurdtty  of  this  biU,  that 
no  plea  can  be  offered  for  it  with  the  Icaft  appearance  of  reafon ; 
and  the  greateft  abilities,  when  they  arc  exerted  in  its  defence,  are 
able  only  to  (hew  by  fruitlefs  efforts  that  it  cannot  be  vindicated. 
If  the  ftate  of  the  nation  be  really  fuch  as  has  been  fupopfed,  if  the 
jnoft  deteftable  and  odious  vice  has  overfpread  the  kingdom  to  its 
utmofl  limits,  if  the  people  are  univerfelly  abandoned  to  drunken- 
nefe,  floth  and  villainy,  what  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  trifle  with 
doubtful  expeHments,  and  to  make  laws  which  muft  be  fufpeded  of 
inefficacy  ?  In  the  difeaies  of  the  ftate,  as  in  thofe  of  the  body,  the 
force  of  the  remedy  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  ftrength  and 
danger  of  the  difeafe ;  and  furely  no  political  malady  can  be  more 
formidable  than  the  prevalence  of  wickednefs,  nor  can  any  time 
require  more  firmnefs,  vigilance,  and  activity  in  the  legiilative 
power. 

That  the  law,  therefore,  may  be  without  effeft,  is,  in  the  prefent 
•ftate  of  corruption,  if  it  has  been  truly  reprefented,  a  fufficient  rea- 
fon for  rejeding  it,  without  allowing  it  to  be  committed ;  becauie 
there  is  now  no  time  for  indulgence,  or  for  delays:  a  nation  uiv- 
verfally  corrupt,  muft  be  fpeedily  reformed,  or  fpeedily  ruined.  Thole 
habits  which  have  been  confefled  to  be  already  too  powerful  for  the 
laws  now  in  being,  may  in  a  fhort  time  be  abfolutely  irrefiftible*^ 
and  that  licentioufnefs  which  intimidates  the  officers  of  juftice,  may 
in  another  year  infult  the  legiflature. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  yet  willing  to  hope  that  the  noble  Duke*s 
account  of  the  wickednefs  of  the  people,  was  rather  a  rhetorical 
exaggeration  uttered  in  the  ardour  of  difpute,  than  a  flrift  afTertion 
of  fadU ;  and  am  of  opinion  that,  though  vice  has  indeed  of  late 
jjp'^ead  its  contagion  with  great  rapidity,  there  are  yet  great  numbers 
uninfeded,  and  cannot  believe  that  our  condition  is  fuch,  as  that 
nothing  can  make  it  more  miferable. 

In  many  parts  of  the  country,  my  Lords,  thefe  h'quors  have  not 
yet  been  much  ufed,  nor  is  it  likely  that  thofe  who  have  newr  (M 
ctien3,  when  the  law  allowed  them,  wfU  begin  an  unncceflary  trade,. 
"wiien  it  will  expofe  them  to  penalties.  But  a  new  law^n  favour  of 
fpirits  will  produce  a  general  inclination,  and  a  kind  of  emulati(/n 
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will  incite  every  one  to  take  a  licence  for  the  retail  of  this  new 
liquor ;  and  fo  eveijr  part  of  the  idngdom  will  be  equally  debauched, 
and  no  place  will  be  without  a  vender  of  ftatutable  poifon.  The 
luxury  of  the  vulgar,  for  luxury,  in  my  opinion,  it  oiay  very  pro- 
perly b^  called,  will  fiill  incrcafe,  and  vices  and  difeafes  will  incrqife 
with  it. 

There  is  at  leaft  one  part  of  the  nation  yet  untainted^  a  part 
wrUich  deferves  the  otmoft  care  of  the  legiflature,  and  which  muil 
be  endangered  by  a  law  like  this  before  us.  The  children,  mj 
ILrords,  to  whom  the  affairs  of  the  prefent  generation  muft  be  trans- 
ferredp  and  by  whom  the  nation  muft  be  continued,  are  furely  do 
ignoble  part  of  the  public.  They  are  yet  innocent^  and  it  is  our 
province  to  take  care  that  they  may  in  time  be  virtuous ;  we  ought 
therefore  to  remove  from  before  them  thofe  examples  that  may  in- 
led,  and  thofe  temptations  that  may  corrupt  them.  We  ought  to 
reform  their  parents,  left  they  (hould  imiute  them ;  and  to  deftroy 
thofe  provocatives  to  vic.e,  by  which  the  prefent  generation  has  bceo 
intoxicated,  left  they  fhould  with  equal  force  operate  upon  the  next. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  occafion,  my  Lords,  for  any  further  deli- 
beration upon  this  bill  ^  which,  if  the  nation  be  yet  in  any  part  un- 
tainted,  will  infe£l  it ;  and  if  it  be  univerfally  corrupted,  will  have 
AO  tendency  to  amend  itj  and  which  we  ought  for  thefe  reafons  to 
rejed,  that  our  abhorrence  of  vice  may  be  publicly  known,  and  diat 
no  part  of  the  calamities  which  wickednefs  muft  produce,  may  be 
imputed  to  us. 

Lord  Del  A  WAR  then  fpoke  to  the  following  tfkSt: — ^My  Lords, 
As  I  am  entirely  of  opinion  that  a  more  accurate  examinatioaof 
this  bill  will  evince  its  ufefulnefs  and  propriety  to  many  of  the  Lords 
who  are  now  moft  ardent  in  oppofiiig  it,  I  cannot  but  think  it  ne* 
cefiary  to  confider  it  in  a  Committee. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  is  intended  for 
two  purpofes  of  very  great  intportatKe  to  the  public  i  it  is  defigoed 
that  the  liberties  of  mankind  (ball  be  fecured  by  the  fame  provifioos 
by  which  the  vices  of  our  own  people  are  to  be  reclaimed,  and  fup- 
pUe^  for  carrying  on  the  war  (hall  be  raifed  by  a  reformation  of  ik 
manners  of  the  people. 

Thi^,  my  Lords,  is  furely  a  great  and  generous  defign ;  this  is* 
com(dicatton  of  public  benefits,  worthy  the  moft  exalted  virtue,  w 
the  ff^oft  refined  policy ;  and  though  a  bill  in  which  ifiews  fo  diftant 

ait 

6 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A,  1742-3.3  SPIRITUOUS     LIQJUOllS.  449 

are  to  be  reconciled,  fhould  appear  not  to  be  abfolutely  pcrfeft,  it 
mud  yet  be  allowed  to  deferve  regard;  nor  ought  we  to  rejedfc- 
without  very  cautious  deliberation  any  probable  method  of  reforming 
the  nation,  or  any  eafy  way  of  raifing  fupplies. 

The  encroachment  of  ufurpation  without,  and  the  prevalence  of 
vice  within,  is  a  conjundion  of  circumflances  very  dangerous  ;  and 
to  remove  both  by  the  fame  means,  is  an  undertaking  that  furely  can- 
not deferve  either  cenfure  or  contempt ;  if  it  fucceeds,  it  may  de- 
mand the  loudeft  acclamations ;  and  if  it  fails,  muft  be  at  leaft 
approved. 

The  ufe,  my  Lords,  of  fpirituous  liquors,  though  in  the  cxcefs 
now  fo  frequently  to  be  obferved,  undoubtedly  detrimental  to  multi- 
tudes, is  not,  in  a  proper  degree,  cither  criminal  or  unwholefomc  j 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  prohibited  by  a  tax  fo  heavy  as  has  been 
propofed  by  a  noble  Lord,  who,  if  he  purfues  his  rea'foning,  muft 
propofe  to  tax  in  the  £ime  proportion  every  other  liquor  that  can 
adminifter  to  vice. 

It  is,  however,  certain,  that  too  much  is  wafted  in  riot  and  de« 
bauchcry ;  and  that  therefore  fome  addition  to  the  price  of  this  li- 
quor ought  to-be  made,  that,  though  the  ule  of  it  may  be  continued, 
the  excefs  may  be  rcftrained. 

What  will  be  the  effeds  of  this  Bill,  and  whether  either  of  thefe 
benefits  are  to  be  expeded  from  it,  can  be  known  only  by  an  impar- 
tial examination ;  and  therefore  it  oin^ht  to  be  difcufled  with  that 
accuracy  which  is  peculiar  to  a  Committee. 

Lord  Lonsdale  here  got  up  agr^in,  and  fpoke  to  this  purpofe:— ^ 
My  Lords,  That  a  Cill  which  fhall  retrain  the  excefs  of  drinking 
diftiUed  liquors  without  hindering  their  moderate  ufe,  will  deferve 
the  applaufe  of  every  lover  of  his  country,  I  cannot  deny ;  but  that 
any  fuch  Bill  can  be  contrived,  may  vcryjuftlybe  doubted;  for  in 
proportion  to  their  price  they  will  always  be  ufed,  and  nothing  can 
hinder  excefs  but  a  high  tax,  fuch  as  I  have  already  propofed. 

The  Bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will  indeed  by  no  means  ob- 
ftrucl  the  moderate  ufe,  becaufe  it  will  give  an  unbounded  licence  to 
the  moft  luxurious  excefs;  if  therefore  nothing  more  be  intended 
in  the  Committee,  than  to  confider  how  far  this  B  U  will  promote 
the  reformation  of  the  people,  it  is  furely  not  neceiTary  to  engage  in 
any  farther  enqulriest 
Vol.  U.  Gg  It 
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It  has  appeared  already,  to  thofe  who  do  not  obftinately  fliut  their 
eyes,  that  there  is  in  it  no  provifion  for  the  prevention  of  that  abufe 
of  rpirits  which  univerfally  prevails.  It  has  appeared^  that  tbc 
cheapnefs  of  licences  will  not  hinder  the  prefent  retailers  from  car- 
rying on  an  illegal  trade ;  that  information  will  not  now  be  more  bk 
or  more  frequent  than  before,  and  that  the  duty,  if  not  in  pait 
evaded,  may  yet  be  probably  abated  from  the  prefent  profits  of 
the  fale. 

It  has  appeared,  my  Lords,  that  no  efFed  can  be  produced  by 
this  Bill  but  the  promotion  of  debauchery,  the  increafe  of  drunken- 
nefs,  the  fubverfion  of  order,  and  the  decay  of  induftry  j.  the  miferies 
of  difeafe,  and  the  rage  of  want. 

But  that  this  Bill  will  not  produce,  at  leaft  for  fome  time,  a  large 
addition  to  the  public  revenues,  has  not  yet  been  proved ;  and  while 
it  is  allowed  *that  it  will  raife  money,  I  do  not  wonder  to  hear  it 
fteadily  defended,  becaufe  nothing  more  is  expeded  from  it.  But  as 
I  have  not  yet  converfed  enough  with  ftatefmen  to  perfuade  myfdf 
that  the  government  ought  to  be  fupported  by  means  contrary  to  die 
end  for  which  government  is  inftituted,  I  am  ftill  convinced  that 
this  Bill  ought  to  be  reje£led  with  contempt,  becaufe  it  will  leflen 
the  wealth  of  the  nation  without  any  equivalent  advantage,  and  will 
at  once  impoveri(h  theipcople,  and  corrupt  them. 

Lord  Ilay  then  fpokc  to  this  cfFeft : — My  Lords,  I  cannot  but 
be  of  opinion  that  this  debate  has  been  carried  on  with  a  vehemence 
by  no  means  neceflary,  and  that  the  queftion  has  been  perplexed  by 
a  miftaken  zeal,  that  the  efFedh  of  this  Bill  have  been  exaggerated 
perhaps  on  both  fides,  and  that  the  opinions  which  have  been  formed 
with  relation  to  it,  are  not  really  fo  oppofite  as  they  appear. 

Thofe  who  oppofe  the  Bill,  think  the  duty  upon  fpirits  not  fo 
high  as  to  hinder  that  debauchery  which  fo  much  prevails  among 
us  i  and  thofe  that  vindicate  it,  declare  that  more  violent  reftraints 
will  not  be  borne.  Both  parties  have  reafon,  and  the  vindicators  of 
the  Bill  have  likewife  experience  on  their  fide. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  fevere  reftraints  fuddenly  oppofed  to  the 
habits  and  inclinations  of  the  people,  operating  in  their  full  force, 
and  a  diminution  of  thofe  gratifications  will  be  borne  which  cannot 
wholly  be  taken  away,  may  be  broken  through  by  reftlefs  ftruggles^ 
and  obilinate  refiflance,  yet  the  fame  laws,  introduced  by  proper 
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degrees,  will  be  patiently  obeyed ;  this  therefore  may  be  very  pro- 
perly confidered  as  the  iirft  tax  neceflary  to  be  laid,  which  though  it 
may  produce  no  great  effeds  in  itfelf,  may  at  Icaft  make  way  for  a 
fecond'that  fhall  be  more  fenfibly  felt,  till  at  length  thefe  fatal  fpirits 
iball  be  railed  to  a  price  at  which  few  will  be  able,  and  none  willing, 
to  purchafe  one  pleafure  of  dninkennefs. 

But  it  is  not  impoffiblethat  even  this  tax,  with  the  other  provifions 
in  the  bill,  may  produce  the  reformation  which  is  unanimoufly  de- 
fired  I  and  as  violence  fhould  never  be  ufed  till  gentle  methods  have 
been  tried,  this  bill  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  pafled,  and  therefore 
to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  without  further  debate ;  for  it  will  be 
thought  both  by  our  allies  and  our  enemies,  that  a  great  part  of  this 
Aflembly  is  very  indifferent  about  the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  if  we  delay 
the  fupplies,  by  difputing  in  what  manner  they  (hall  be  raifed. 

[The  queftion  being  then  put,  whether  the  bill  (hall  be  commit- 
ted, it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative*  And  the  Lords  Delawar  and 
Hervey  being  appointed  tellers,  the  numbers  were 


Contents  — >  59 

Proxies  —  23 

8a 


Not  Contents  —  38 

Proxies  —  16 

54 


It  was  remarked  on  this  occafion,  that  there  being  ten  prelates  in 
the  Houfe,  they  all  divided  againft  the  queftion ;  upon  which  the 
Earl  of  Chefterfield  feeing  them  come  towards  him,  faid,  he  doubted 
if  he  had  not  miftaken  the  fide,  not  having  had  the  honour  of  their 
company  for  many  years. 

Two  days  after,  the  fame  bill  was  confidered  by  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  in  a  committee  to  which  all  of  them  were  fummoned,  and 
pccafioned  another  very  important  and  curious  debate. 


G  g  a  J^riJ^ 
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February  23,  1742-3* 

The  title  of  the  bill  on  Spirituous  Liquors  being  ready  was  poflpomd: 
then  the  preamble  was  ready  importing^  "  that  whereas  great  diffiad-^ 
•'  ties  and  inconveniencies  had  attended  the  putting  the  A£t  9  Geo.  IL 
**  in  execution^  and  the  fame  had  not  been  found  effectual  to  anfwer 
*'  the  purpofes  intended^'*  the  Commons  being  defirous  to  raife  the 
neceffary  fupplies  in  the  eafieji  manner^  do  grant  the  rates  on  Spirituous 
Liquorsy  hereafter  mentioned^  and  repeal  the  prefent  rates. 

Lord  Hervey  fpokc  to  the  effeft  following : — ^My  Lords,  Not- 
.withftanding  the  fpccious  arguments  which  were  ufed  to  influence  the 
Houfe  to  permit  this  bill  to  efcapc  the  cenfurc  it  deferved,  and  be 
admitted  to  a  farther  examination  in  a  committee,  I  am  ftill  confident 
that  nothing  can  juftly  be  offered  in  its  defence ;  and  am  not  afraid  to 
declare  my  opinion,  that  it  is  not  approved  even  by  thofe  who  vindi- 
Gate  it ;  of  whom  I  cannot  but  believe,  from  long  experience  of  their 
judgment  and  their  knowledge,  that  they  condder  it  only  as  an  eaj^ 
manner  of  raifing  money,  as  an  expedient  rather  .neceflary  than  eli- 
gible, and  fuch  as  only  the'exigencies  of  the  government  could  have 
prevailed  upon  them  to  propofe ;  for  nothing  is  more  evident,  than 
that  it  cannot  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  former  bill. 
,  This,  however  harfh  it  may  appear,  and  however  inconfiftent  with 
that  delicacy,  with  which  the  debates  of  this  auguft  Aflembly  have 
generally  been  carried  on,  muft  furely  be  pardoned  on  this  occafion, 
if  for  no  other  reafon,  at  leaft  for  this,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  forbear  it, 
it  is  impoflible  wholly  to  fupprefs  it  in  the  mind ;  and  to  forbear  to 
fpeak  what  cannot  but  be  thought,  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a  public 
counfellor* 

The  condud  of  thofe  whofe  ftation  fubje£b  them  to  the  refentment 
of  the  miniftry,  or  who  may  be  reafonably  imagined  to  exped  favours 
from  them,  has,  throughout  all  our  deliberations  on  this  bill,  been 
fuch  as  evidently  difcovers  their  only  care  to  be  the  impofition  of  a 
new  tax,  and  the  efiablifliment  of  a  new  fund.  They  do  not  feem  to 
urge  ferioufly  any  other  argument  than  the  neceffity  of  raiiing  money, 
or  to  oppofe  the  objections  that  have  been  offered,  for  any  other  reafon 
than  becaufe  they  have  a  tendency  to  obftru£l  the  fupplies. 

No 
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No  other  argument  can  indeed  be  urged  in  vindication  of  a  bill 
which  every  principle  of  policy  or  juftice  muft  incite  us  to  condemn  ; 
a  bill  by  which  the  fenfe  of  morality  and  religion  will  be  extinguiflied, 
and  the  reftraints  of  law  made  inefFedlual ;  by  which  the  labourer 
and  manufa&urer  will  be  at  once  debilitated  and  corrupted,  and 
by  which  the  roads  will  be  filled  with  thieves,  and  the  ftreets  with 
beggars. 

It  appears,  my  Lords,  from  the  papers  on  the  table,  that  feven 
millions  of  gallons  are  every  year  diftilled  ;  and  experience  (hews  us, 
that  the  quality  of  the  liquor  is  fuch,  that  a  quarter  of  a  pint  is  fuffi* 
cient  to  intoxicate  the  brain.  Upon  this  computation,  my  Lords, 
it  is  reafonable  to  believe,  that  a  twentieth  part  of  the  labouring  hands 
of  this  nation  arc  detained  from  their  proper  occupations  by  this  kind 
of  drunkennefs  ;  and  confequently  that  a  twentieth  part  of  the  trade 
IS  every  year  loft,  or  perhaps  a  twentieth  part  of  our  people  every 
year  hurried  to  the  grave,  or  difabled  from  contributing  to  the  public 
^ood. 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  no  doubtful  fefts  or  conjeftural  calculations, 
they  are  confirmed  by  the  moft  inconteftible  evidence,  and  eftablifhed 
by  all  the  demonftration  of  arithmetic  ;  and  therefore  your  Lordfliips 
are  in  no  danger  of  error  from  either  ignorance  or  uncertainty,  but 
muft  determine,  if  you  approve  this  bill,  in  oppofition  to  all  the 
powers  of  convifiion,  and  muft  fet  afide  teftimony  and  reafon  at  the 
fame  time. 

•  Thefe  fafts,  my  Lords,  are  fo  plain,  that  the  warmcft  advocates 
for  the  bill  have  tacitly  acknowledged  them,  by  propofing  that,  if  it 
be  found  inefFedtual,  it  Ihall  be  amended  in  the  next  feffion.  What 
cfFefl  this  propofal  may  have  upon  others,  I  know  not  5  but  for  my 
part,  I  fliall  never  think  it  allowable  to  fport  with  the  profperity  of 
the  public,  or  to  try  experiments  by  which,  if  they  fail,  the  lives  of 
thoufands  muft  be  deftroyed. 

Such  a  fcheme,  my  Lords,  very  ill  becomes  thofe  to  whom  their 
anceftors  have  tranfmitted  the  illuftrious  charaSer  of  guardians  of 
the  people  ;  for  furely  fuch  cruelty  was  never  praclifed  by  the  utmoft 
ivantonnefs  of  tyranny,  or  the  moft  favage  rage  of  invafion.  No 
irian  ever  before  conceived  the  dcfign  of  fcattering  poifon  for  a  certain 
period  of  time  among  the  people,  only  to  try  what  havoc  it  would 
piake. 

G  g  J  What 
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What  will  be  the  effeds  of  unreftrained  and  licenfed  debauchery 
may  be  known,  without  the  guilt  of  fo  dreadfiil  an  experiment,  only 
by  oblerving  the  prefent  condud  of  the  people,  even  while  they  are 
hindered  from  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  pleafures,  by  the  terrors  of 
a  penal  law.  Whoever  (hall  be  fo  far  touched  with  the  intereft  qf 
the  public,  as  to  extend  his  enquiries  to  the  loweft  dafles  of  the  peo- 
ple, will  find  fome  difeafed,  and  others  vitiated ;  he  will  find  fome 
imprifoned  by  their  creditors,  and  others  ftarving  their  children  i  and 
if  he  traces  all  thefe  calamities  and  crimes  to  their  original  caufe, 
will  find  them  all  to  proceed  from  the  love  of  diftilled  liquors. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  that  in  anfwer  to  all  thefe  expoftulations,  and  a 
thoufand  more,  it  will  be  urged  by  the  minifters  and  their  friends, 
that  there  is  no  other  method  to  be  found  of  raifmg  the  fupplies,  and 
that  the  demands  of  the  government  muft  be  fatisfied  at  whatever 
rate,  and  by  whatever  means. 

Though  I  am  very  far  from  approving  this  aflertion,  I  do  not 
wonder  at  its  prevalence  among  thofe  who  are  enriched  by  every  tax, 
and  whofe  only  claim  to  the  preferments  which  they  enjoy  arifes  from 
their  readinefs  to  concur  in  every  fcheme  for  increafing  the  burdens 
of  the  public  ;  and  therefore  (hall  never  exped  their  approbation  of 
any  propofal,  by  which  a  new  tax  may  be  retarded.  Yet  I  cannot 
but  declare  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  ought  to  fufpend  our  proceed- 
ings, that  the  Commons  may  difcover  what  danger  their  negligence, 
precipitation,  or  blind  compliance,  has  brought  upon  the  nation; 
and  that  the  people  may,  by  fo  fignal  a  proof  of  our  difapprobation^ 
be  alarmed  againft  any  attempt  of  the  fame  kind  under  any  future 
adminiftration. 

This,  my  Lords,  will  be  confidered,  not  only  by  pofterity,  but  by 
all  the  wife  and  honeft  men  of  the  prefent  time,  as  a  proof  of  our 
regard  for  virtue,  and  our  attention  to  the*  public  welfare.  This 
condud  will  be  fecretly  approved,  even  by  thofe  who  may  think 
themfelves  obliged  to  oppofe  it  in  public ;  and,  as  it  will  be  moderate 
and  decent,  may  probably  preferve  the  nation  vntbout  irritating  the 
ether  Houfe. 

I  therefore  move,  my  Lords,  that  inftead  of  proceeding  in  the  fu- 
perfluous  forms  of  a  Committee,  we  fliould  refume  the  Houfe,  and 
endeavour  to  obtain  farther  information: 

After  a  fliort  filence.  Lord  Cholmokdele y  fpoke  to  this  efFed : 
My  Lords,  The  obfervations  which,  though  fufficiently  explained 

and 
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and  enforced  in  the  late  debate,  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to 
repeat  on  this  occafion,  are  in  themfelves,  indeed,  fufficiently  perti^- 
nent,  and  have  been  urged  by  his  Lordfhip  with  uncommon  fpirit 
and  elegance  ;  but  he  ought  to  have  reflected,  that  general  declama* 
tions  are  improper  in  a  Committee,  where  the  particular  claufes  of  the 
bill  are  to  be  feparately  confidered. 

I  propofe,  therefore,  that  inftead  of  vrafting  that  time,  of  which  the 
exigences  of  the  public  now  require  an  uncommon  frugality,  in  ufe- 
le(s  rhetoric,  and  untimely  vehemence,  we  ihould  proceed  to  examine 
in  order  the  diftin£l  paragraphs  of  this  bill,  by  which  it  may  more 
eafily  appear,  whether  it  ought  to  be  rejected  or  approved. 

It  cannot  indeed  be  propofed,  that  any  of  the  claufes  (hall  be 
amended  in  this  Committee ;  for  the  claims  of  the  Commons,  and 
the  obftinacy  with  which  they  have  always  adhered  to  them,  on 
whatever  they  are  founded,  is  well  known.  I  am  old  enough  to  re- 
member the  animofities  which  have  arifen  between  the  two  Houfes, 
from  attempts  to  adjuft  this  part  of  their  pretenfions ;  animofities 
which  at  this  time  may  be  not  only  dangerous  to  ourfelves,  but  fatal 
to  a  great  part  of  mankind,  and  which  it  ought  therefore  to  be  our 
utmoft  care  not  to  excite. 

Lord  Aylesford:  —  My  Lords,  Though  the  confideration  of 
the  diftin<^  paragraphs  of  the  bill  be,  as  the  noble  Lord  has  very  juftly 
ol>ferved,  the  proper  bufinefs  of  the  Committee  ;  yet  fmce,  as  he  has 
likewife  obferved,  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  affairs  requires  unufual  ex- 
pedition, I  think  we  may  very  properly  fpare  ourfelves  the  trouble  of 
confidering  paragraphs  which  we  cannot  amend ;  and  which  are  in 
themfelves  fo  clear  and  fo  obvious,  that  they  may  be  underftood  in 
their  full  extent  upon  a  curfory  perufal. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  I  think  it  not  proper  to  follow  our  ufual 
method  of  confidering  die  paragraphs  diftinclly,  which  can  only 
drive  the  bill  forward  towards  the  third  reading,  as  it  has  already 
been  forced  into  the  Committee  j  yet  I  think  it  not  neceffary  to 
irritate  the  other  Houfe,  alarm  our  allies,  or  encourage  our  enemies, 
by  rejecting  that  bill  by  which  it  is  intended  that  the  fupp)ies  (hall  be 
raifed.  There  is  an  eafy  and  moderate  method  by  which  the  fame 
end  may  be  attained  without  any  diflurbance  of  the  public,  any  im- 
pediment of  the  fcbemes  of  the  government,  or  any  juft  offence  to 
the  Commons. 

G  g  4  Inftead 
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Inftead  of  paffing  or  rejeaing  this  bill,  of  which  the  fir  ft  is  abfo- 
utely  criminal,  and  the  fccond  perhaps  improper,  let  us  only  delay 
it,  by  which  we  (hall  give  the  Commons  time  to  refleS  upon  it, 
to  re-examine  it,  and  difcover,  what  they  perhaps  have  not  hitherto 
fufpedled,  its'deftru£Uve  tendency.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  but  the 
obfervations  which  will  arife  from  the  neceffity  of  enquiring  into  the 
reafons  of  our  conduA,  will  foon  induce  them  to  form  another  bill 
not  liable  to  the  fame  objedions ;  I  therefore  fecond  the  noble  Lord's 
motion  to  refume  the  Houfe. 

Lord  Ilay  : — My  Lords,  If  we  conflder  the  pretenfions  of  the 
Commons,  and  the  ftubbornnefs  with  which  they  have  hitherto  ad- 
hered to  them,  we  fliall  eafily  find  the  impropriety  of  the  noble  Lord's 
motion,  and  forefee  the  ineiEcacy  of  the  methods  which  he  fo  warmly 
recommends. 

The  alarm  which  he  fuppofes  us  to  give  the  Commons  by  poft- 
poning  the  bill  before  us,  the  obfervations  which  they  will  make  upon 
our  condud,  the  new  informations  which  they  will  receive^  and  the 
new  bill  which  they  will  fend,  are  merely  imaginary.  They  will  not 
conflder  themfelves  as  concerned  in  the  delay  or  expedition  of  our 
procedure,  but  will  fuppofe  us  to  zGt  upon  our  own  reafons,  which 
it  is  not  neceflary  for  them  to  examine,  and  will  by  no  means  fend 
another  bill  for  fupplies,  till  they  are  informed  that  this  is  rejeded.  ^ 

Thus,  my  Lords,  we  (hall  only  retard  the  fupplies,  without  alter- 
ing, or  being  able  to  alter,  the  method  of  raifing  them  ;  and  at  laft 
pafs  that  bill,  without  examination,  which  we  now  negled  to  examine, 
left  we  (hould  pafs  it ;  or  perhaps  irritate  the  Commons  by  the  novelty 
of  our  conduft,  which,  if  they  (hould  refolve  to  conflder  it,  they  will 
probably  conflder  only  to  cenfure. 

Lord  Aylesford:— My  Lords,  I  am  noftranger  to  the  claims 
of  the  Commons  to  thfc  fole  and  independent  right  of  forming  money- 
bills,  nor  to  the  heat  with  which  that  claim  has  been  ailerted,  or  the 
firmnefs  with  which  it  has  always  been  maintained  in  late  Senates. 
Nor  am  I  ignorant,  that  by  contefting  this  claim,  we  have  fometimes 
excited  difputes  which  nothing  but  a  prorogation  of  the  Senate  could 
appeafe. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  and  allow,  that  by  ading  in  any  unufual  man* 
ner  with  regard  to  bills  of  this  kind,  we  may  excite  the  refentmcnt  of 
the  Commons,  and  that  fome  interruption  of  the  public  bufinefs  may^ 
^r  want  of  candour  and  moderation,  poffibly  enfue. 

But, 
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But,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  think  the  poffibility  of  an  ill  confequenoe 
an  argument  fufficient  to  (hew  the  unreafonablenefs  of  my  proposal ; 
for  the  inconveniencies  that  may  arife  from  poftponing  the  bill,  are 
only  poffible,  but  the  calamities  that  we  fhall  bring  upon  our  country 
by  pafSng  it  are  certain. 

But  we  are  likewife  to  confider,  my  Lords,  that  thcfe  events,  of 
which  it  can  only  be  faid  that  they  may  happen,  may  alfo  not  happen. 
When  I  refled,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  an  Affembly  of  reafon- 
ible  beings,  that  it  is  filled  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Britifh 
people,  by  men  who  will  (hare  the  calamities  of  the  public,  and  whofe 
intereft  it  is  equally  with  ours  to  prevent  the  deftrudion  of  our  com- 
merce, the  decay  of  our  manufaflures,  the  corruption  of  the  prefent 
age,  and  the  ruin  of  pofterity,  1  cannot  but  hope  that  they  will  apply 
themfelves  to  a  candid  review  of  the  bill  which  they  have  fent,  and 
without  heat,  jealoufy,  or  difputes,  explain  it  as  they  may  do  bj 
another,  which  will  be  no  deviation  from  the  rules  which  they  have 
eftabliflied  for  themfelves,  and  by  which  they  may  fecure  the  happi^ 
nefs  of  their  country  without  receding  from  their  own  pretentions^ 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  :— My  Lords,  The  propofal  made  by  the 
noble  Lord  appears  to  me  fo  prudent  and  equitable,  fo  moderate  and 
fo  feafonable,  and,  in  my  opinion,  fuggefts  fo  eafy  a<nethod  of  recon- 
ciling the  pretenfions  of  the  Commons  with  the  ncceffity  of  amending 
the  bill,  that  I  cannot  but  think  it  worthy  of  the  unanimous  appro- 
bation  of  your  LordChips. 

I  am  very  far  from  conceiving  the  Commons  to  be  an  Afiembly 
of  men  deaf  to  reafon,  or  imagining  them  fo  void  of  all  regard  for 
the  happinefs  of  the  public,  as  that  they  will  facrifice  it  to  an  obfti* 
nate  adherence  to  claims  which  they  cannot  but  know  to  be  in  them* 
felves  difputable,  and  of  which  they  muft,  at  leaft,  allow  that  they 
^re  only  fo  far  juft  as  they  contribute  to  the  great  end  oi  government^ 
the  general  good.  * 

But  left  they  fliould  by  any  perverfe  and  unfeafonable  obftinacy 
attend  more  to  the  prefervation  of  their  own  power,  than  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  happinefs  of  their  conftituents,  a  method  is  now  pro- 
pofed,  by  which  the  errors  of  this  bill  may  be  corredled,  without  any 
conceilion  of  either  Houfe.  The  Commons  may  eafily  be  informed 
of  the  dangers  which  are  juftly  dreaded  from  this  bill  ;  and  may 
therefore  prepare  another,  by  whioh  a  tax  of  the  fame  kind  may  be 
laid,  without  a  general  Ucence  of  druukennefs;  or  if  a  method  of 
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laying  a  duty  upon  thcfc  liquors,  which  may  at  once  hinder  their 
cxceffive  ufe,  and  increafe  the  revenue  of  the  government,  cannot 
be  difcovercd,  they  may  raife  the  fupplies  for  the  year  by  fome  other 
fcbeme. 

Lord  Carteret: — My  Lords,  As  the  expedient  propofed  by 
thefe  noble  Lords,  however  it  may  be  recommended,  as  being  at 
once  moderate  and  efficacious,-  has  in  reality  no  other  tendency  than 
to  procure  an  abfolute  rejection  of  this  bill,  it  is  proper  to  coniider 
the  confequences  which  may  be  reafonably  expected  from  the  meafurcs 
which  they  have  hitherto  propofed. 

In  order  to  the  efie^al  reftraint  of  the  common  people  from  tbe 
ufe  of  thefe  pernicious  liquors,  they  aiTert  the  neceffity  of  impofmg 
a  very  large  duty  to  be  paid  by  the  diftiller,  which  might  indeed  pro- 
duce  in  fome  degree  the  efFed  which  they  expeA  from  it,  but  would 
produce  it  by  giving  rife  to  innumerable  frauds  and  inconveniencies. 

Tbe  immediate  confequence  of  a  heavy  duty  would  be  the  rum  of 
our  diftillery,  which  is  now  a  very  extenfive  and  profitable  trade,  in 
which  great  multitudes  are  employed,  who  muft  inftantly,  upon  the 
ceflation  of  it,  fink  into  poverty.  Our  ftills,  my  Lords,  not  only 
lupply  our  natives  with  liquors  which  they  ufed  formerly  to  purchafe 
from  foreign  countries,  and  therefore  increafe,  or  at  Iqaft  preferve  the 
wealth  of  our  country ;  but  they  likewife  furniih  large  quantities  for 
txportatipn  to  Guernfey,  Jcrfey,  and  other  places.  But  no  fooncr 
will  tbe  duty  propofed  to  be  laid  upon  this  liquor  take  place,  than  all 
this  trade  will  be  at  an  end,  and  thofe  who  now  follow  it  will  be 
leduced  to  fupport  themfelves  by  other  employments  ;  and  thofc 
countries  in  which  our  fpirits  are  now  drank,  will  be  foon  fupplied 
from  other  nations  with  liquors  at  once  cheaper  and  more  pleaiant. 

It  may  be  propofed  as  an  expedient  for  the  prefervation  of  our 
foreign  trade,  that  the  duty  (hall  be  repaid  upon  exportation  ;  but  th^ 
event  of  this  provifion,  my  Lords,  will  be,  that  great  quantities  will 
bf  fent  to  fea  for  the  fake  of  obtaining  a  re-payment  of  the  duty, 
which,  inftead  of  being  fold  to  foreigners,  will  be  privately  landed 
9gain  upon  our  own  coafts. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  will  the  duty  be  collected,  and  afterwards  repaid; 
«nd  the  government  will  fuffer  the  odium  of  impofing  a  fevere  tax, 
and  incur  the  expence  of  employing  a  great  number  of  officers,  with* 
f>ut  any  advantage  to  the  public.    Spirits  will>  in  many  ports  of  the 
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kingdom,  be  very  little  dearer  than  at  prefent,  and  drunkennefs  and 
debauchery  will  ftill  prevail. 

That  thefe  arts,  and  a  thoufand  others,  will  be  praftifed  by  the 
people  to  obtain  this  infatuating  liquor,  cannot  be  doubted.  It  can- 
not be  imagined  that  they  will  forbear  frauds,  who  have  had  recourfe 
to  violence,  or  that  thofe  will  not  endeavour  to  elude  the  government, 
who  have  already  ^defied  it.  / 

Every  rigorous  law  will  be  cither  fecretly  evaded,  or  openly  violated; 
every  fcvere  reftraint  will  be  {haken  off  either  by  artifice  or  vice  j  nor 
can  this  vice,  however  dangerous  or  prevalent,  be  correded  but  by 
flow  degrees,  by  ilraightening  the  reins  of  government  imperceptibly, 
and  by  fuperadding  a  fecond  flight  reftraint,  after  the  nation  has  beea 
for  fome  time  habituated  to  the  firft. 

That  the  government  proceeds  by  thefe  eafy  and  gentle  methods  of 
reformation,  ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  negligence,  but  necefiity  ; 
for  fo  &r  has  the  government  been  from  any  connivance  at  this  vice, 
that  an  armed  force  was  neceflary  to  fupport  the  laws  which  were 
made  to  reftrain  it,  and  fecure  the  chief  perfons  of  the  ftate  from  the 
infults  of  the  populace,  whotj^  they  had  only  provoked  by  denying 
them  this  pernicious  liquor. 

Since  therefore,  my  Lords,  all  oppofition  to  this  predominant  in- 
clination has  appeared  without  effe£t,  iince  the  government  evidently 
wants  power  to  conquer  the  united  and  inceflant  ftruggles  for  the 
liberty  of  drunkennefs,  what  remains  but  that  this  vice  (hould  pro- 
duce fome  advantage  to  the  public,  in.  return  for  the  innumerable 
evils  which  arife  from  it,  and  that  the  government  {hould  fnatch  the 
firft  opportunity  of  taxing  that  vice  which  cannot  be  reformed  ? 

This  duty  arifes,  indeed,  from  a  concurrence  of  different  caufes, 
of  juft  defigns  in  the  government,  and  of  bad  inclinations  in  the 
people.  The  tax  is  juft,  and  well  meant;  but  it  can  be  made 
fuflicient  to  fupport  the  expences  to  which  it  is  appropriated,  only 
by  the  refolution  of  the  populace  to  continue  in  fome  degree  their 
ufua]  luxury. 

I  am  far,  my  Lords,  from  thinking  this  method  of  raifing  money 
eligible  for  its  own  fake,  or  juftifiable  by  any  other  plea  than  that  of 
iieceflity.  If  it  were  poffible  at  once  to  extinguifli  the  thirft  of  fpirits, 
no  man  who  had  any  regard  for  virtue,  or  for  happinefs,  would  pro- 
pofe  to  augment  the  revenue  by  a  tax  upon  them. 

But, 
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^But,  my  Lords,  rigour  has  been  already  tried,  and  found  to  be 
vain ;  it  has  been  found  equally  fruitlefs  to  forbid  the  people  to  uie 
ipirits,  as  to  forbid  a  man  in  a  dropfy  to  drink.  The  force  of  appe- 
tite long  indulged,  and  by  indulgence  made  fuperior  to  the  controul 
of  reafon,  is  not  to  be  overcome  at  once ;  it  cannot  be  fubdued  by 
a  fingle  effort,  but  may  be  weakened;  new  habits  of  a  more  innocent 
kind  may  in  time  be  fuperinduced,  and  one  defire  may  counterbalance 
another. 

We  muft  endeavour,  my  Lords,  by  juft  degrees,  to  withdraw  their 
afie£tions  from  this  pernicious  enjoyment,  by  making  the  attainment 
cf  it  every  year  fomewhat  more  'difficult :  but  we  muft  not  quicken 
their  wifiies,  and  exafperate  their  refentment,  by  depriving  theoi  at 
once  of  their  whole  felicity.  By  this  method,  my  Lords,  I  doubt  not 
but  we  fliall  obtain  what  we  have  hitherto  endeavoured  with  fo  litde 
fiiccefs ;  and  I  believe  that  though,  in  open  defiance  of  a  fevere  law, 
^irits  arc  now  fold  in  every  ftreet  of  this  city,  a  gentle  reftraint  will, 
in  a  {bort  time,  divert  the  minds  of  the  people  to  other  entertain- 
ments, and  the  vice  of  drinking  fpirits  will  be  forgotten  among  us. 

Lord  Hervey  then  rofe  up  again,  *ind  fpoke  to  the  effeft  follow- 
ing : — My  Lords,  Though  I  have  always  confidered  this  bill  as  at 
once  wicked  and  abfurd,  I  imagined  till  now  that  the  projedors  of 
it  would  have  been  able  to  have  argued  at  leaft  fpecioufly,  though  not 
folidly,  in  defence  of  it ;  nor  did  I  imagine  it  to  have  been  wholly 
indefenfible,  till  I  difcovered  how  little  the  extenfive  knowledge,  the 
long  experience,  and  the  penetrating  foteilght  of  the  noble  Lord  who 
ipoke  laft,  enabled  him  to  produce  in  vindication  of  it. 

His  Lordfliip's  argument  is  reducible  to  this  fingle  aflcrtion,  that 
die  drinking  diftilled  liquors  cannot  be  prevented ;  and  from  thence 
he  drew  this  inference,  that  fince  it  is  a  point  of  wifdom  to  turn 
misfortunes  to  advantage,  we  ought  to  contrive  methods  by  which 
tjie  debauchery  of  the  people  may  enrich  the  government. 

Though  we  fliould  fuppofe  the  affertion  true  in  any  fenfe  below 
that  of  abfolute  phyfical  impoffibility,  the  inference  is  by  no  means 
juft  J  fince  it  is  the  duty  of  governors  to  ftruggle  againft  vice,  and 
promote  virtue  with  inceflant  affiduity,  notwithftanding  the  difficul- 
ties that  may  for  a  time  hinder  the  wifeft  and  moft  rigorous  rocafures 
from  fuccefs.  That  governor  who  defifts  from  his  endeavours  of 
Kformation,  bccaufc  they  have  been  once  baffled,  in  reality  abandons 
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bis  ftation  and  deferts  his  charge,  nor  deferves  any  other  chara^r 
than  that  of  lazinefs,  negligence,  or  cowardice. 

The  prefer vatioa  of  virtue  where  it  fubfifts,  and  the  recovery  of  it 
where  it  is  loft,  are  the  only  valuable  purpofes  of  government.  Laws 
which  do  not  promote  thefe  ends  are  ufelefs,  and  thofe  that  obviate 
them  are  pernicious.  The  government  that  takes  advantage  of  wicked 
inclinations,  by  accident  predominant  in  the  people,  and,  for  any 
temporary  (fonvenience,  inftead  of  leading  them  back  to  virtue, 
plunges  them  deeper  into  vice,  is  no  longer  a  facred  inftitution,  be- 
caufe  it  is  no  longer  a  benefit  to  fociety.  It  is  from  that  time  a  fyftem 
of  wickedneis,  in  which  bad  ends  are  promoted  by  bad  means,  and 
one  crime  operates  in  fubordination  to  another. 

But,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  necefiary  to  fhew  the  unreafonablenefs  of 
the  inference,  ^caufe  the  aflfertion  from  which  it  is  deduced  cannot 
be  proved.  That  the  exceiSve  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  cannot  be  pre- 
vented, is  a  very  daring  paradox,  not  only  contrary  to  the  experience 
of  all  paft  times,  but  of  the  prefent ;  for  the  law,  which  is  now  to  be 
repealed,  did  in  a  great  degree  produce  the  elFeds  defired  from  it, 
till  the  execution  of  it  was  fufpended,  not  by  the  inability  of  the 
magiftrates  or  obftinacy  of  the  people,  but  by  the  artifice  of  minifters, 
who  promoted  the  fale  of  fpirits  fecretly,  for  the  fame  reafon  which 
incites  our  prefent  more  daring  politicians  to  eftablifh  the  ufe  of  them 
by  a  law. 

The  defeats  of  this  law,  for  that  it  was  defediive  cannot  be  denied, 
were  in  the  manner  of  levying  the  duty ;  for  had  half  the  duty  that 
was  demanded  from  the  unlicenfed  retailers,  been  required  from  the 
diftiller,  there  had  been  no  need  of  informations ;  nor  had  we  been 
ilunned  with  the  difmal  accounts  of  the  rage  and  cruelty  of  the  peo« 
pie,  or  the  violent  deaths  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  grow  rich  by 
cooamencing  profecutions.  The  duty  had  been  regularly  paid,  the 
liquors  had  been  made  too  dear  for  common  ufe,  and  the  name  of 
/pirits  had  been  in  a  ihort  time  forgotten  amongft  us. 

From  this  defed,  my  Lords,  arofe  all  the  difficulties  and  inconve- 
niencies  that  have  impeded  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  prevented 
the  ef{e£ts  that  were  expeded  from  it,  and  by  one  amendment  they 
might  be  all  removed. 

But  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  improve  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy 
wrhich  was  before  propofed  for  this  univerfal  malady,  we  are  now  told, 
chat  it  was  too  forcible  to  take  effed,  and  that  it  only  failed  by  the 
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vigour  of  Its  operation*  We  are  informed,  that  the  work  of  refor* 
mation  ought  not  to  be  difpatched  with  too  much  expedition^  that 
manlui^d  cannot  poffibly  be  made  virtuous  at  once,  and  that  they 
muft  be  drawn  off  from  their  habits  by  juft  degrees,  without  the 
violence  of  a  fudden  change. 

What  degrees  the  noble  Lord  propofes  to  recommend,  or  what 
advantage  he  expe6b  from  allowing  the  peq)le  a  longer  ^me  to  con- 
firm their  habits,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover.  He  appears  to  me  rather 
to  propofe  an  experiment  than  a  law,  arid  rather  to  intend  the  im- 
provement  of  policy,  than  the  fafety  of  the  people. 

This  experiment  is,  indeed,  of  a  very  daring  kind,  in  which  not 
only  the  money  but  the  lives  of  the  people  are  hazarded :  their  money 
has,  indeed,  in  all  ages  been  (uh]e£t  to  the  caprices  of  ftatefmen,  but 
their  lives  ought  to  be  exempt  from  fuch  dangerous  pradice$,becaufe, 
when  once  loft,  they  can  never  be  recovered.  By  this  bill,  however, 
It  is  contrived  to  lay  poifon  in  the  way  of  the  people,  pdfon  which 
we  know  will  be  eagerly  devoured  by  a  fourth  part  of  th^  nation, 
and  will  prove  fatal  to  a  great  number  of  thofe  that-tam  it ;  nor 
of  this  projed  is  any  defence  made,  but,  that  fince  the  people  love  to 
fwallow  poifon,  it  may  be  of  advantage  to  the  government  to  fell  it 

It  might  not  be  improper,  my  Lords,  to  publilh  to  the  people, 
by  a  formal  proclamation,  the  benevolent  intentions  of  their  gover- 
nors ;  and  inform  them,  that  licenfed  murderers  are  to  be  appointed, 
at  whofe  (hops  they  may  infallibly  be  deftroyed,  without  any  danger 
of  legal  cenfurcs,  provided  they  take  care  to  ufe  the  poifon  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  government,  and  increase  by  their  death  the  public 
revenue. 

That  money  only  is  delired  from  this  bill,  is  not  only  obvious  from 
the  firft  perufal  of  it,  but  confefied  even  by  thofe  who  defend  it ;  but 
not  one  has  continued  to  affert,  that  it  will  produce  a  reformation  of 
manners,  or  recommended  it  other  wife  than  as  an  experiment. 

For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  I  ftill  think  my  motion  for  poftponing 
the  bill  very  reafonabie,  nor  do  I  make  any  fcrupie  to  confefs  that  I 
propofe  by  poftponing,  only  a  more  gentle  and  inoiienfive  method  of 
dropping  it,  that  fome  other  way  of  railing  the  fupplies  may  be 
attempted,  or  that  the  duty  may  be  raifed  to  three  {hillings  a  ffiha; 
the  loweft  tax  that  can  be  laid  with  a  defign  of  reformation. 

This  method,  my  Lords,  or  any  other  by  which  another  bill  tRtj 

be  procured,  (hould  be  purfued  ^  for  whatever  fehemes  the  Commons 
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may  fubftitutCi  the  nation  can  fuiFer  nothing  by  the  change^  they 
cannot  raife  money  in  any  other  manner,  but  with  lefs  injury  to  the 
public;  fince,  the  greateft  calamity  which  wrong  meafures  can 
poi&bly  produce,  is  the  propagation  of  wickednefs,  and  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  debauchery. 

Lord  Bath  then  fpoke  in  fubftancc  as  follows  : — My  Lords,  that 
this  bill  is,  with  great  propriety,  called  an  experiment,  I  am  ready  to 
allow,  but  do  not  think  the  juftnefs  of  that  expreilion  any  forcible 
argument  againft  it ;  becaufe  I  know  not  any  law  that  can  be 
propofed  for  the  fame  end,  without  equally  deferving  the  fame 
appellation. 

All  the  fchemes  of  government,  my  Lords,  have  been  fcrfcSttd  by 
flow  degrees,  and  the  defedls  of  every  regulation  fupplied  by  the 
wifdom  of  fucceffive  generations.  No  man  has  yet  been  found, 
whofe  difcernment,  however  penetrating,  has  enabled  him  to  difcover 
all  the  confequences  of  a  new  law,  nor  to  perceive  all  the  fallacies 
that  it  includes,  or  all  the  inconveniencies  that  it  may  produce  ;  the 
firft  ellay  of  a  new  regulation  is,  therefore,  only  an  experiment 
made,  in  fome  degree,  at  random  ;  and  to  be  redified  by  fubfequent 
obfervations,  m  making  which,  the  moil  prudent  condudl  is  only  to 
take  care  that  it  may  produce  no  ill  confequences  of  great  im- 
portance, before  there  may  be  an  opportunity  of  reviewing  it. 

This  maxim,  my  Lords,  is,  in  my  opinion,  ftridUy  regarded  in 
the  prefent  attempt,  which  in  itfelf  is  an  afiair  of  very  great  per- 
plexity. The  health  and  virtue  of  the  people  are  to  be  regarded  on 
one  part,  and  the  continuance  of  a  very  gainful  and  extenfive  manu- 
faSure  on  the  other  j  a  manufacture,  by  which  only,  or  chiefly,  the 
produce  of  our  owo  nation  is  employed ;  and  on  which,  therefore,  the 
value  of  lands  mufl  very  much  depend. 

Manufactures  of  this  kind,  my  Lords,  ought  never  to  be  violently 
or  fuddenly  fupprefied.  If  they  are  pernicious  to  the  nation  in  ge- 
neral, they  are,  at  leaft,  ufeful  to  a  very  great  part,  and  to  fome, 
mrho  have  no  other  employment,  neceiiary ;  and  in  the  defign  of 
putting  a  flop  to  any  detrimental  trade,  care  is  always  to  be  taken 
that  the  inconvenience  exceed  not  the  benefit,  and  time  be  allowed 
for  thofe  that  are  engaged  in  it  to  withdraw  to  fome  other  bufinefs, 
and  for  the  commodities  that  are  confumed  by  it,  to  be  introduced 
at  ibme  other  market,  or  directed  to  fome  other  ufe« 
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Thefe  cautions  are  in  this  bill  very  judicioufly  obferved.  The 
trade^  which  all  allow  to  adminifter  fupplies  to  debauchery,  and  fiid 
tDdifeafeSy  will,  by  the  provifions  in  this  bill,  fink  away  by  degrees, 
and  the  health  and  virtue  of  the  people  will  be  preferved  or  reftortd 
mithout  murmurs  or  commotions. 

We  muft  confider,  likewife,  my  Lords,  the  ncccflity  of  raifing 
liipplies,  and  the  fuccefs  with  which  they  have  hitherto  been  raiW 
vpon  the  fcheiiie  which  is  now  under  your  confideration. 

In  examining  the  neceffity  of  procuring  fupplies,  I  (hall  notcxpa- 
tiate  upop  the  prefent  danger  of  the  lil^erties  of  all  this  part  of  the 
world ;  upon  the  diftrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  neceffity  of 
preferving  the  balance  of  power,  or  the  apparent  dcfigns  of  the 
antient  and  inceiTant  difturbers  of  mankind,  topics  which  have  been 
€0  former  occafions  fuf&ciently  explained. 

It  is  now  only  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the  ftatc  of  our  affain 
requires  expedition,  and  that  a  happy  peace  can  only  be  expcSed 
from  a  fuccefsful  war,  and  that  war  can  only  be  made  fuccefsful  bj 
Tigour  and  difpatch. 

If  by  liberal  grants  of  money,  and  ready  concurrence  in  all  ne* 
oeflary  meafures,  we  enable  his  Majcfty  to  raife  a  powerful  armyi 
there  is  norcafon  to  doubt  that  a  fingle  campaign  may  procure  peace, 
that  it  may  eftablifli  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  raife  our  allies  who 
were  fo  lately  diftreffed,  to  their  former  greatnefs. 

Thefe  fupplies,  my  Lords,  which  arc  fo  evidently  neceifary,  maji 
by  the  method  now  propofed,  be  eafily,  fpeedily,  and  cheaply  raifci 
Upon  the  fecurity  which  this  aft  will  aflFord,  large  fums  are  already 
offered  to  the  government  at  the  low  intereft  of  three  for  a  hundred, 
by  thofe  who,  i-f  the  conditions  of  the  loan  afe  changed,  will  pcrbap* 
demand  four  in  a  few  days,  or  raife  money  by  a  combination  to  the 
rate  of  five  or  fix  for  a  hundred  j  of  which  I  would  not  remark 
how  much  it  will  embarrafs  the  public  meafures,  or  how  much  it 
will  encourage  our  enemies  to  an  obftinate  refiflancc. 

Such,  my  Lords,  arc  the  inconvcniencies  to  be  feared  from  rcjecl' 
ing  this  bill,  or  from  poflponing  it  j  by  which  is  plainly  intci«W 
only  a  more  gentle  and  tender  manner  of  rcjefting  it,  by  hinting  to 
the  Commons  your  difapprobation  of  it,  and  the  neceffity  of  fending 
up  another,  which  you  cannot  do  without  hazarding  the  peace  of  the 
nation  and  the  fate  of  the  war. 
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THe  Commons,  who  are  tiot  obliged  to  enquire  what  reception 
their  bills  find  here,  may  perhaps  ilot  immediately  prepare  another, 
but  fuflSur  time  to  elapfe,  till  necefBty  flull  Oblige  u^  to  (ompiy  with 
thofe  meafures  Ivhich  we  cannot  approver 

They  may  likewife,  by  a  kind  of  fenatorial  Craft,  elude  all  our  pre* 
cautions,  and  make  the  r^edion  of  the  bill  ineffedual^  as  was  once 
done,  when-  a  bill  for  a  tax  upon  leather  was  rejected ;  the  Com* 
mons,  determining  n6t  to  be  dire^d  in  the  methods  of  raifing 
money,  fent  up  the  fame  bill  with  only  a  fmall  alteration  of  the  title, 
to  lay  a  duty  upon  tanned  hides,  which  the  Lords  were,  for  want  of 
time,  obliged  to  pa&« 

But,  my  Lords,  Ihould  the  other  Houfe  difeoter  in  this  fingle 
inftance,  any  uncommon  degree  of  flexibility  and  complaifance, 
fliould  they  patiently  endure  the  rejedton  of  the  bill,  admit  the 
validity  of  the  reafons  upon  which  your  Lordfbips  have  proceeded, 
and  willingly  engage  in  drawing  up  a  new  fcheme  for  raifing  fupplies  ; 
even  upon  this  fuppofition,  which  is  more  favourable  than  can  rea- 
fonabiy  be  formed,  the  bufine&  of  the  year  will  be  very  much  per- 
plexed, and  the  new  bill  hurried  into  a  law  without  fufikient  caution 
or  deliberation. 

The  feiEon  is  now,  my  Lords,  fo  far  advanced^  that  many  of  the 
Commons  have  retired  into  the  country,  whofe  advice  and  aiEftance 
may  be  neceflary  in  the  proje^on  of  a  new  money  bill^  fo  that  the 
new  bill  muft  be  formed  in  a  Ihort  time,  and  thin  Houfe  ;  and,  in- 
deed, the  multiplicity  of  confiderations  (leceflary  to  another  bill  of 
this  kind,  is  fuch,  that  I  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  advife  or 
undertake  it. 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  muft  ftrike  out  another 
fcbeme  for  a  confiderable  impoft,  which,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
nation,  is  in  itfelf  no  eafy  tafk.  This  fcheme  muft  be  fo  adjufted  as 
to  be  confiftent  with  all  the  other  taxes,  which  will  require  long  con- 
fultations  and  accurate  enquiries.  It  muft  then  ftruggle,  perhaps, 
throiigh  an  obftinate  and  artful  oppoiition,  before  it  can  pafs  through 
the  forn^  of  the  other  Houfe;  and,  when  it  conies  before  your 
Lordfhips,  may  be  again  oppofed  with  no  lefs  zeal  than  the  bill 
before  us,  and  perhaps  likewife  with  equal  reafon. 

All  thefe  dangers  and  difficulties  will  be  avoided  by  trying,  for  a 
fingle  year,  the  experiment  which  is  now  propofed ;  and  which,  if 
that  fbould  foil,  may  be  better  adjufted  in  the  time  of  leifure,  which 
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the  beginning  of  the  next  feffion  will  undoubtedly  afford ;  befivc 
which  tim^  I  am  afraid  no  aoiendoaent  can  pdiUy  be  made. 

It  has  bgen  propofed,  indeed,  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  tfani 
{hillings  Ihould  be  laid  upon  every  gallon  of  diftilled  liquors,  whkk 
would  undoubtedly  leffien  the  confumption,  but  would  at  the  hat 
time  deftroy  the  trade  ^  a  trade  from  which  large  profits  may  be  in 
time  gained }  fince  our  diftiUers  have  now  acquired  fiich  ikill,  diat 
the  moft  delicate  palate  cannot  diftinguifli  their  liquors  from  diofe 
which  foreigners  import. 

If  the  duty  be  raifed  to  the  height  propoTed,  It  muft  be  allowed  to 
l^  re-paid  (or  all  that  (hall  be  exported ;  otherwife  foreign  nations 
mil  deprive  us  of  this  part  of  our  trade  s  and  it  has  been  already 
ibewn,  that  by  mock  exportations  the  duty  may  be  frequently  evadei 

Thus,  my  Lords,  there  will  be  diAculties  on  either  hand  j  if  a 
duty  lb  high  be  paid,  die  manuiaAurer  will  be  mined  i  if  it  be  evaded, 
the  confumption  will  be  leflened. 

One  inconvenience  will  eafdy  be  difcovered  to  be  tiie  neceflaiy 
confeqnence  of  any  cmfiderable  advance  of  the  price.  We  may  be 
certain  that  an  a&  of  die  Senate  will  not  moderate  the  paffions,  or 
alter  the  appetites  of  the  people ;  and  that  they  will  not  be  left  de^ 
firous  of  their  ufual  gratifications,  becaufe  they  are  denied  them* 
The  poor  may,  indeed,  yield  to  neceffi^,  unlefs  they  find  themfelves 
able  to  refift  die  law,  or  to  evade  it  j  but  diofe  who  can  affi)id  to 
pleafe  their  tafte,  or  exalt  their  fpirits  at  a  greater  expence,  will  M 
riot  as  before,  but  with  this  difierence^  that  didr  excefles  will  pro- 
duce  no  advantage  to  the  public. 

If  an  additional  duty  of  three  (hillings  be  laid  upon  evdry  galloii  of 
diftilled  liquors,  the  produA  of  our  own  diftillery  will  be  dearer  dum 
thofe  liquors  wMeh  are  imported  from  foreign  parts;  andy  therefore) 
it  cannot  but  be  expafied  that  the  money  which  now  circulates 
amongft  us,  ^riQ  in  a  fliort  time  be  clandeiUnely  carried  into  odier 
countries* 

Such,  my  Lords^  will  be  the  efl^  of  thofe  taxes  which  are  b 
ftrongly  lecommended ;  and^  therefore,  they  ought  not  to  be  io- 
pofed,  tiD  aB  other  methods  of  proceeding  have  been  found  ineftdml. 

It  is  poflible,  indeed,  diat  the  regulation  fpecified  in  this  bffl,  ntff 
not  produce  ainy  beneficial  effed,  and  diat  the  prefent  pradice  of  dr- 
baucheiy  may  ftill  continue  among  the  people  |  but  it  »  likewifc 
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poffiUe  that  this  tax  may;  by  increafnig  the  price,  augment  the 
revenue  at  the  fame  time  that  it  leilens  the  confumptiofi. 

This  propofal  has  by  fome  Lords  been  treated  as  a  paradox  ;  but 
they  certainly  fufp^ded  it  of  falfehoddj  only  for  want  of  patience  to 
form  the  calculations  neoeflary  in  fuch  diiquifitions.  The  tax  of  the ' 
laft  year  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  (evehty  tboufand  pounds ; 
this  tax  is  now  doubled,  fo  that  the  fame  quantity  would  product 
three  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  ;  but  if  one  third  lefs  fhoulfi  be 
confumcd,  the  prefent  tax  will  amount  to  no  more  than  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  pounds ;  and  when  fifty  thoufand  licences  ztt 
added,  the  revenue  will  gain  an  htindred  thousand  pounds,  though 
one  third  part  of  the  confumption  fhould  be  hindered. 

But,  my  Lords,  fuppofing  no  part  of  the  confumption  hindered,  t 
cannot  think  that  bill  fliould  be  rejedled^  which,  iii  a  time  of  danger 
like  the  prefent,  fluU  add  to  the  public  rev^ue  tn  annual  income  of 
more  than  two  hundred  thoufand  {)Ounds,  withbtrt  leflening  any 
manufadure,  without  burthening  any  ufeful  or  virtuous  part  of  the 
nation,  and  without  giving  the  leaft  occafioii  to  any  murmurs  among 
the  people. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  my  Ldrds,  that  whatever  corruption  (hall 
prevail  amongft  us,  it  cannot  be  imputed  to  this  biO,  which  did  not 
make,  but  find  the  nation  vitiated^  and  only  turned  their  vices  to 
public  advantage ;  fo  that  if  it  produces  any  diminution  of  the  fale  of 
fpirits,  it  is  indifputably  to  be  applauded  as  promoting  virtue.  If  the 
iale  of  fpirits  ftill  continues  the  fiime^  it  will  deferve  fome  degree  of 
commendation,  as  it  will,  at  leaft,  not  contribute  to  th^  incrdafe  of 
vice,  and  as  it  will  augment  the  revenue  without  injuring  the  people  ; 
for  how,  my  Lords,  cmi  we  be  cenfured  for  only  fufiering  the  nation 
to  continue  in  its  former  fbte  ? 

Lord  Talbot  then  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows :— My  Lords,  if 
we  confider  the  tendency  of  the  argument  ufed  by  the  noble  Lord^ 
die  only  argument  on  which  he  appears  to  lay  any  ftrds,  it  will 
prove,  if  it  proves  any  thing,  what  cannot  be  admitted  by  yo'ur.Lord* 
Ihips,  without  Udding  farewet  to  independency,  and  acknowledging 
that  you  are  only  the  fiibftitutes  of  a  higher  power. 

It  appears  by  the  tenor  of  his  reafoning,  that  he  confiders  this 
Houfe  as  only  obliged,  in  queftions  relating  to  fupplies,  to  ratify  the 
determinations  of  the  other;  to  fubmit  implicitly  to  their  di^tes^ 
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and  receive  their  fovcreign  commands^  without  darifig  either  to  le- 
fufe  compliancct  or  delay  it. 

If  we  conjoin  the  rcafoning  of  the  iioble  Lotd  who  fpoke  laft  with 
that  of  one  who  fpoke  before  in  favour  of  the  bill,  we  {hall  be  abk 
to  difcover  the  full  extent  of  our  power  on  tbefe  occafions ;  the  firft 
was  pleafed  to  inform  us,  that  though  we  were  at  liberty  to  exanune 
the  paragraphs  of  this  bill,  we  had  no  ri^t,  at  leaft  no  power  to 
amend  them ;  becaufe  in  money-bills,  the  Commons  left  us  no  other 
choice  than  that  of.paifing  or  reje^ng  them. 

This,  my  Lords,  might  have  been  thought  a  fufficient  contraflioB 
•f  thofe  privileges  which  your  anceftors  tranfimtted  to  you,  and  the 
Commons  needed  to  have  defired  no  farther  conceffions  froni  this 
Aflembly,  fmce  this  was  a  public  confeffion  of  a  fubordinate  ftate, 
and  admitted  either  that  part  our  ancient  rights  had  been  given  up,  or 
that  we  v(^re  at  prefent  too  much  deprefled  to  dare  to  ailert  them. 

We  might,  however,  ftill  comfort  ourfelves  with  the  peaceful  and 
uncontefted  pofleffion  of  the  alternative;  we  might  ftill  believe  that 
what  we  could  not  approve  we  might.rejeA,  without  irritating  the 
formidable  Commons.  But  now,  my  Lords,  a  new  dodrine  has 
been  vented  among  us ;  we  are  told  not  only  that  we  muft  not  amend* 
a  money-bill,  but  that  it  will  be  to  no  purpofe  to  rejed  it ;  for  that 
the  other  Houfe  will  fend  it  again  without  altering  any  thing  but  the 
title,  and  force  it  upon  us,  when  the^e  is  no  time  for  any  odier 
expedient. 

If  this,  my  Lords,  ihould  be  done,  I  know  not  how  the  bill 
might,  at  its  feCond  appearance,  be  received  by  other  Lords;  for  my 
part,  I  fhould  vote ,  immediately  for  rejecting  it,  without  any  alle- 
viating or  mollifying  expedients.  I  (hould  rejed  it,  my  Lords, 
even  on  the  laft  day  of  the  fedion,  without  any  regard  to  the  pre- 
tended neceiCty  of  raifing  fupplies,  and  without  fufiering  royfelf  to 
be  terrified  into  compliance  by  the  danger  of  the  Houfr  of  Auftria; 
for  though  I  thnik  the  balance  of  power  on  the  continent  necefiary 
to  be  preferved  at  the  hazard  of  a  fleet  or  an  army,  I  cannot  think  it 
of  equal  importance  to  us,  with  the  equipoife  of  our  own  govern- 
ment ;  nor  can  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  enflave  myfelf  to  fecure  the 
freedom  of  another. 

The  danger,  therefore,  of  difgufting  the  Commons,  at  this  or  any 
other  jun£luje,  (hall  never  influence  me  to  a  tame  rcfignation  of  the 
privileges  of  our  own  Houfe ;  nor  Khali  I  willingly  allow  any  force 
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to  arguments  which  are  intended  only  to  operate  upon  our  fear ; 
and,  therefore,  unlefs  there  {hall  appear  fome  better  plea  in  favour  o^ 
this  bill,  I  (hall  think  it  my  duty  to  oppofe  it. 

The  other  plea  is  the  difSculty,  or,  in  the  ftile  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  fpoke  laft,  the  impoffibility  of  raifuig  fupplies  by  any  other  me- 
thod. That  it  is  not  eafy  to  raife  fupplies  by  any  pew  tax  in  a 
nation,  where  almoft  all  the  neceilaries  of  life  are  loaded  with  im- 
pofts,  muft  be  readily  allowed  j  but  that  it  is  impoflible,  the  folly  of 
the  people,  which  is  at  leaft  equal  to  their  poverty,  will  not  fufFer  01& 
to  grant. 

One  other  expedient,  at  leaft,  has  been  already  dlfcovered  by  the 
wonderful  fagacity  of  our  new  minifters  ^  an  expedient  which  they 
cannot,  indeed,  claim  the  honour  of  inventing,  but  which  appears  fo 
conformable  to  the  reft  of  dieir  conduft,  and  fo  agreeable  to  their 
principles^  that  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  very  often  pradlife  it,  if  the 
continuance  of  their  power  be  long  enough  to  admit  of  a  full  difplay 
of  their  abilities,  ^ 

Amidft  their  tendernefs  for  our  manufadures,  and  their  regard  for 
commerce,  they  have  eftablifhed  a  lottery  for  eight  hundred  thou- 
fimd  pounds,  by  which  they  not  only  take  advantage  of  an  inclination 
too  predominant,  an  inclination  to  grow  rich  rather  by  a  lucky 
hazard,  than  fuccefcful  induftry ;  but  give  up  the  people  a  prey  to 
ftock-jobbers,  ufurers,  and  brokers  of  tickets,  who  will  plunder  them 
without  mercy,  by  the  encouragement  of  thofe  by  whom  it  might 
be  hoped,  that  they  would  be  proteded  from  plunderers. 

All  lotteries,  my  Lords,  are  games  which  are  not  more  honeft  or 
more  ufeful  for  being  legal  i  and  the  objedlion  which  has  been  made 
to  all  other  games,  and  which  has  never  yet  been  anfwered,  will  be 
found  equally  valid  when  applied  to  them.  They  engrofs  that 
attention  which  might  be  employed  in  improving  or  extending  our 
mani^fa£tures ;  they  fwallow  that  money  which  might  circulate  ii| 
uficful  trade ;  they  give  the  idle  and  the  diligent  an  equal  profpe£t  of 
riches  ;  and  by  conferring  unexpeded  wealth  upon  thofe  who  never 
deferved  it,  and  know  not  how  to  ufe  it,  they  promote  extravagance 
and  luxury,  infolence  and  diffixlutenefs. 

But  thefe  confequences,  my  Lords,  and  z  thoufimd  others  equally 
important,  equally  formidable,  may  be  objected  without  eiFe£^,  againft 
any  fcheme  by  which  money  will  be  raifed ;  money  I  th^  only  end  at 
which  our  minifters  have  auncd  for  $laxQ&  half  a.century  i  money ! 

Hh3  by 
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by  which  only  Acy  have  prcfcrvcd  the  favour  of  the  Courts  and  tkc 
Qbedience  of  the,  Senate ;  money !  which  has  (upplied  the  place  of 
wifdom  at  one  time,  and  of  courage  at  another. 

To  gain  iponey^  my  Lprd$,  they  have  injured  trade  by  cftablifc- 
ing  a  lottery }  and  they  afe  now  about  to  facrifice  the  healdi  mi 
yirtge  of  the  people,  to  the  prefervation  of  a  trade  by  which  mooej 
may  be  furniihed  to  the  goyernment.  T^^  ™y  Lords,  is  their  only 
defign,  however  they  may  a£k,  or  whatever  they  may  profcfe;  if  they 
endeavour  to  prptefi  either  the  trade  or  lives  of  people,  it  is  only 
becaufe  they  exped  a  continuance  of  ta^es  from  them ;  and  when 
fnore  defpcrate  meafures  are  neceflary  for  the  fame  purpofes,  the/ 
r\|in  their  trade  by  one  projed,  and  deftroy  their  lives  by  another. 

Lord  Lonsdale  nkxt  fpojte  to  thi^  effeft:— My  Lords,  It  is  not 
withouj;  the  utmoft  grief  and  indignation,  that  I  find  this  Houfecoa- 
fidered  by  fome  who  have  fpoken  in  vindication  of  this  bill,  as  ohbged 
to  comply  with  any  proppfals  fent  up  by  the  Commons  for  laifing 
money,  however  deftruflive  to  the  public,  or  however  contraiy  tp 
the  dictates  of  our  conicience,  or  convidions  of  our  reafon. 

What  is  this,  my  Lords,  but  once  more  to  vote  ourfelvcs  ufc 
lefs  ?  What  but  to  be  the  firft  that  (hall  deftroy  the  conftitudon  of 
the  government^  and  give  up  that  liberty  which  oUr  anccftoti 
eftaWiihed? 

That  this  i$  really  the  defign  of  any  of  th«  noble  lx>rds,  who 
have  fpoken  in  vindication  of  the  bill,  and  have  aflcrted  the  neceity 
of  paffing  it,  without  any  attempts  to  amend  it,  I  ani  very  far  from 
affirming ;  but  certainly,  my  Lords,  this,  and  this  only,  is  the  con- 
fequence  of  their  pofitions,  with  whatever  intention  they  may  have 
advanced  them ;  for  how^  my  Lords,  can  we  call  ourfelves  indepefl* 
dent,  if  we  are  to  receive  the  commands  of  the  other  Houfe  i  or  with 
what  propriety  can  vre  aiTump  the  title  of  legiflators,  if  we  are  tq 
pafs  a  bill  like  this  without  examination  i 

The  bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  tq 
the  happincfe  of  that  nation  whofe  welfare  'we  have  hitherto  beeQ 
imagined  to  fuperintend*  In  this  bill  are  involved  not  only  d» 
trade  and  riches,  but  the  lives  and  morals  of  the  Britilh  people }  mx 
can  we  fuffisr  it  to  pafs  unexamined,  without  betraying  the  nation  to 
^ickednefs  andxleftruSion* 

Should  wey  oii  this  occafion,  ftfflfer  ourfelves  to  be  degraded  fron 

Icgiflatprs  to  meflengera  from  the  Commons  to  \bc  Throne  i  IbouU 

^    '        5  'we 
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we  be  content  only  to  tr^mit  the  laws  which  we  ought  to  amend, 
and  refign  ourielves  up  implicitly  to  the  vrifdom  of  tbofe  vfiiom  we 
have  formerly  confidered  as  our  inferiors,  I  know  not  for  what  pur- 
pofe  we  fit  here.  It  would  be  my  counfel  that  we  ihould  no  longer 
attempt  to  preferve  the  appearance  of  power,  when  we  have  loft  the 
fubftance,  or  fubmit  to  fhare  the  drudgery  of  government,  without 
partaking  of  the  authority. 

The  time  of  fuch  defperation  is,  indeed,  not  yet  arrived ;  but 
every  ad  of  fervile  compliance  will  bring  it  nearer ;  and  therefor^ 
my  Lords,  for  the  (ake  of  ourfelves,  as  well  as  of  the  peofJe,  I  joia 
the  noble  Lord's  motion  for  refuming  the  Houfe,  that  farther  inform 
madon  may  be  obtained  both  by  ourfelves,  by  the  Commons,  and 
by  the  nation. 

The  Duke  <jf  Nrwcastls  then  rofe,  and  ipoke  to  the  ttk& 
following :— My  Lords,  I  believe  no  Lord  in  this  Aflembly  is  more 
SBealous  for  the  advantage  of  the  public  than  myfelf,  or  more  defirous 
to  preferve  the  lives,  or  amend  the  morals  of  the  people ;  but  I  can* 
not  think  that  this  cbarafier  can  juftly  imply  any  diflike  of  the  bill 
now  before  us. 

If  I  ihould  admit  What  the  noble  Lord  has  aflerted,  that  the  lives 
and  morals  of  the  people  are  afieded  by  this  bill,  I  cannot  yet  fee 
diat  his  inference  is  juft,  or  that  our  compliance  with  the  motion  is 
tfaerc£oice  neceflaiy. 

That  under  the  prefent  regulation,  the  miferiet  of  die  nation  are 
every  day  increafed ;  diat  corruption  fpreads  every  day  wider,  and 
'debauchery  makes  greater  havock,  is  confefled  on  all  fides j  and 
therefore  I  can  difcover  no  reafon  for  continuing  the  laws  in  their 
prefent  ftate,  nor  can  think  that  we  ought  to  decline  any  experiment 
by  which  that  diibrder,  which  cannot  be  increafed,  may  pofEbly  be 

It  ia  confefled  by  the  noble  Lords,  who  declare  their  approbation 
of  the  motion  for  poftponing  the  confideration  of  this  bill,  that  they 
intend  nothing  lefs  than  a  gende  and  tacit  manner  of  dropping  it,  by 
Ihewing  the  Commons  diat,  though  to  avoid  ofience  they  do  not 
abfolutely  nyei&  it,  yet  they  cannot  approve  it,  and  will  not  pafs  it| 
and  that  therefore  the  neceffity  of  raifing  fupplies,  requires  that  ano^ 
tfaer  btll  ihould  be  formed,  not  liable  to  the  fame  bbjedions. 

The  confeqHence  of  this  procedure,  my  Lords,  can  only  be,  that 
oitber  the  Commons  will  form  another  bill  for  raifing  money,  or 

H  h  4  that 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^7^  DEBATS      ON  [fEB.  2^^ 

that  they  will  fend  up  this  again  with  a  new  tide,  and  fuch  flight 
alterations  as  not  the  happinefs  of  the  nation^  but  the  forms  of  the 
Senate  demand. 

If,  in  return  for  bur  endeavours  to  reform  a  bill,  of  which  they 
think  themfelyes  the  only  conftitutional  judges,  they  fhould  fend  it 
again  with  only  another  title ;  what,  my  Lords,  fiiall  we  procure  by 
the  delay,  but  a  new  occafion  of  murmurs  and  difcontent,  a  new 
confirmation  of  the  power  of  the  Commons,  and  an  eftablifliment  of 
fenatorial  chicanery,  at  once  pernicious  to  the  public,  and  ignpmi* 
ntous  to  ourfelves  i 

That  the  Commons,  in  fending  back  a  bill  that  has  been  rejeded 
in  this  Houfe,  with  oi^ly  a  change  ii)  the  title,  z&  contrary  to  the  end 
of  fenatorial  confultations,  though  confiftently  with  their  external 
forms^  cannot  be  denied :  but  as  each  Houfe  is  without  any  depen- 
dence on  the  other^  fuch  xdeviations  from  the  principles  of  our  con- 
fiitution,  however  injurious  to  our  authority,  or  however  detri- 
mental to  the  nation,  cannot  be  punifhed,  nor  otherwife  prevented 
than  by  caution  and  prudence. 

If,  therefore,  the  Commons,  as  they  have  formerly  done,  ihouM 
return  the  bill  without  alteration,  we  iball  only  have  impaired  our 
own  authority,  and  fliaken  the  foundations  of  Qur  government  by  a 
fruitlefs  oppofition.  Nor  (hall  wc  gain  any  a4yantage,  though  they 
ihould  comply  with  our  expe£lations,  and  employ  the  little  time  that 
remains  in  contriving  a  new  tax ;  for  corruption  muft  then  proceed 
without  oppofition,  the  people  muft  grow  pvery  day  mpr^  vicious, 
and  debauchery  will,  in  a  fhqrt  time,  gro\;  too  general  to  be 
iupprefled. 

ivith  regard  to  the  bill  before  us,  the  only  queftion  that  is  necef-* 
iisiry  or  proper,  is,  whether  it  will  prpmote  or  hinder  the  confumptioQ 
of  diftilled  liquors  ?  for  as  to  the  cSeSts  of  thofe  liquors,  thofe  that 
vindicate,  and  that  opppfe  this  bill,  are  of  the' fame  opinipn;  j|4d^a^ 
will  readily  allow,  that  if  the  law  now  proppfed  (hall  be  found  to 
increafe  the  confumption  which  it  was  intended  to  diminiih,  it  ought 
<  immediately  to  be  repealed,  as  de^trudive  to  the  people,  and  contrary 
to  the  end  for  which  it  was  ^figned ;  but  if  thp  additional  duties 
ihall  produce  any  degree  of  reftraint,  if  diey^iball  hinder  the  con- 
fumption even  of  a  very  fmall  part,  I  think  it  muft  be  allowed  tiiat 
the  provjfions  are  juft  anc)  ufeful  5  fmce  it  has  already  apneared,  that 

•       '  •  *  •     •  thi$ 
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this  vice  is  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  torn  up  at  once;  and  that  there- 
fore it  is  to  be  pruned  away  by  imperceptible  diminution. 

Whether  the  provifions  now  offered  in  the  bill  might  not  admit  of 
improvements ;  whether  fome  other  more  efficacious  expedients  might 
not  be  difcovered  i  and  whether  the  duties  might  not  be  raifed  yet 
higher,  with  m6re  advantage  to  the  public,  may  undoubtedly  admit 
of  long  difputes,  and  deep  enquiries ;  but  for  thefe  enquiries  and 
diiputes,  my  LiOrds,  there  is  at  prefent  no  time :  the  affairs  of  the 
continent  require  our  immediate,  interpofition,  the  general  oppreflbrs 
of  the  weflern  world  are  now  endeavouring  to  extend  their  domi- 
nions, and  exalt  their  power  beyond  the  poffibility  of  future  oppo* 
fition;  and  our  allies,  who  were  ftruggling  againft  them,  can  no 
longer  continue  their  efforts  without  aififlance. 

At  a  time  like  this,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  proper  to  delay  the  fup« 
plies  by  needlefs  controverfies ;  or,  indeed,  by  any  difputes  which 
may^  without  great  inconvenience,  be  delayed  to  a  time  of  tranquil- 
iity,  a  time  when  all  our  enquiries  may  be  profecuted  at  leifure, 
when  every  argument  may  be  confidered  in  its  full  extent,  and  when 
die  improvement  of  our  laws  ought,  indeed,  to  be  our  principal  care. 
At  prefent  it  appears  to  me,  that  every  method  of  raifing  money, 
vi^ithout  manifefl  injury  to  the  morals  of  the  people,  deferves  our 
approbation;,  and  therefore  that  we  ought  to  pafs  this  bill,  though  it 
^ould  not  much  |iinder  the  confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors,  if  it 
^all  barely  appear  that  it  will  not  increafe  it. 

It  is  at  leaft  proper,  that,  at  this  prei&ng  exigence,  thofe  that  op- 
pofe  the  bills  by  which  fupplies  are  to  be  raifed,  fhould,  by  offering 
other  expedients,  (hew  that  their  oppofition  proceeds  not  from  any 
private  malevolence  to  \he  miniftry^  or  any  prepoffeffion  againft  t)ie 
public  meafures,  but  from  a  fteady  adherence  to  jufl  principles,  and 
ian  impartial  regard  for  the  public  good ;  for  it  may  be  fufpe£ted, 
that  be  who  only  bufies  himielf  in  pulling  down,  without  any  at-> 
tempts  to  repair  the  breaches  that  he  has  made  with  more  fit  or 
durable  materials,  has  no  real  defign  of  ftrengthening  the  forti-* 
^cation. 

It  has  been  propofed,'  indeed,  by  one  of  the  noble  Lords,  that  a 
tax  of  three  (hillings  a  gallon  ihould  be  laid  upon  all  diftilled  fpirits, 
and  colle£ied  by  the  laws  of  excifc  at  the  ftill^ead,  which  would 
doubtlefs  fecure  a  great  part  of  th|?  people  frpm  the  temptations  to 

which 
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which  they  are  at  prefent  expofed,  but  would  at  the  (kme  time  pro- 
duce another  e(Fe£^  not  equally  to  be  defired. 

I  have  been  informed,  my  Lords,  upon  mentioatng  this  propofal 
in  converfation,  that  fuch  duties  will  raife  the  price  of  the  liquon 
diftilled  among  us,  above  that  of  foreign  countries ;  and  that  theic- 
fore  not  only  all  our  foreign  trade  of  this  kind  would  be  immcdiatdj^ 
deftroyed,  but  that  many  of  thofe  who  now  drink  our  own  fpixits, 
only  becaufe  they  are  cheaper,  will  then  purchafe  thofe  of  foreign 
countries,  which  are  generally  allowed  to  be  more  pleafant. 

That  this  is  really  the  ftate  of  the  affair,  I  do  not  affirm;  fori 
now  relate  only  what  I  have  heard  from  others ;  but  furely  the  ioofx)- 
lition  of  fo  heavy  a  duty  requires  a  long  coniideration ;  nor  caa  it 
he  improper  to  mention  any  objeSions,  the  difcuffion  of  which  ma; 
contribute  to  our  information. 

But  any  other  regulations  than  thofe  now  offered,  will  require  fo 
many  enquiries,  and  fo  long  confultation,  that  the  Senate  will  eqpcd 
to  be  difmifled  from  their  attendance,  before  any  refolutioos  are 
formed ;  and  when  once  the  fupplies  are  provided,  we  fhall  find  our* 
felves  obliged  to  leave  tiie  law  relating  to  fpirituous  liquors  in  its 
prefent  ftate. 

Then,  my  Lords,  will  the  enemies  of  the  government  imagijx 
that  they  have  a  new  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  maligoity,  by 
ccnfuring  us  as  wholly  negligent  of  the  public  happinefi,  and  dungs 
us  with  looking  without  concern  upon  the- debauchery,  tbedifeifes, 
and  the  poverty  of  the  people,  without  any  compaffion  of  dieir 
wants,  or  care  of  their  reformation. 

That  to  continue  the  prefent  law  any  longer,  will  be  on\j  to 
^mufe  ourfelves  with  lnefie£tual  provifions,  is  univeriaBy  allowed^ 
nor  is  there  any  difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  vice  which  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  hinder.  The  laft 
law  was  well  intended,  but  was  didated  by  anger,  and  ratified  bj 
zeal  i  and  therefore  was  too  violent  to  be  execu^d,  and,  infiead  of 
reforming,  exafperated  the  natioiu 

No  fooner,  therefore,  did  the  magiftrates  difcovcr  the  inflcxibk 
refolution  of  the  people,  their  furious  perfecution  of  infnrmers,  tsi 
their  declared  hatred  of  all  thofe  who  concurred  in  depriving  dieiB 
of  this  dangerous  plcafure,  than  they  were  induced,  by  regard  » 
their  own  fafety,  to-  relax  that  feverity  which  was  enjoined,  and  werr 
contented  to  purchafe  fafety  by  gratifying,  or,  at  leaft,  by  not  op- 
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pofiog  thofe  pal&ons  of  the  multitude^  which  they  could  not  hope  te 
controul  ^  the  pradice  of  drinking  Spirits  continued,  and  the  con* 
fumption  was  every  year  greater  than  the  former. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  nation ;  a  ftate  fuffi* 
eiently  deplorable,  and  which  all  the  laws  of  humanity  and  juftice 
command  us  to  alter.  This  is  the  univerfal  declaration.  We  all 
sigree,  that  the  people  grow  every  day  more  corrupt,  and  that  this 
corruption  ought  to  be  flopped;  but  by  what  means  is  yet  un- 
decided. . 

Violent  methods,  and  extremity  of  rigour  have  been  already  tried, 
and  totally  defeated ;  it  is  therefore  proppfed  to  try  more  eafy  and 
gentle  regulations,  that  {ball  produce,  by  flow  degrees,  the  reforma- 
tion which  cannot  be  efieded'by  open  force;  thefenew  regulations 
appear  to  many  Lords  not  fufficiently  coercive,  and  are  ima- 
gined ftill  lefs  likely  to  reform  a  vice  fo  inveterate,  and  fo  firmly 
(eftablifhed. 

Theie  opinions  I  cannot  flatter  myfelf  with  the  hope  of  recon- 
ciling ;  but  muft  yet  obferve,  that  the  confumption  of  thefe  liquors^ 
as  of  all  other  commodities,  can  only  be  leflened  by  proper  duties, 
and  that  every  additional  impofition  has  a  tendency  to  lefTen  them  ; 
and  fince,  fo  far  as  it  extends,  it  can  produce  no  ill  effeds,  deferves 
^e  approbation  of  thofe  who  fmcerely  dcfuv  to  fupprefs  this  odious 
»  vice  that  has  fo  much  piWailed,  and  been  fo  widely  diffufed. 

It  is,  indeed,  pofliUe,  that  the  duties  now  propofed  may  be  found 
pot  fufficient;  but  for  this  defeA  there  is  an  eafy  remedy.  The 
duty,  if  it  be  found  by  the  experience  of  a  Angle  year  to  be  too 
fmall,  may,  in  the  next,  be  eafily  augmented,  and  fwelled,  by  ann^al 
Jncr cafes,  even  to  the  height  which  is  now  propofed,  if  no  remedy 
more  eafy  can  be  found. 

It  may  be  objeded,  that  this  fund  will  be  mortgaged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fums  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  war ;  and  that  there- 
fore the  ftate  of  the  duty  cannot  afterwards  be  altered  .without  in- 
juftice  to  the  public  creditors,  and  a  manifeft  violation  of  the  ftiith 
of  the  Senate  :  but,  my  Lords,  though  in  the  hurry  of  providing  for 
^  preffing  and  important  war,  the  Commons  could  not  find  any 
pttier  method  fo  eafy  of  raifmg  money,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that 
ygrhcn  they  confider  the  flate  of  the  nation  at  leifure,  they  will  eafily 
f edeem  this  tax,  if  it  fhall  appear  inconvenient,  and  fubftitute  fome 
Qthcr^  lefs  injurious  to  the  happinffs  of  the  public. 

It 
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It  was  not  impoffible  for  them  to  have  done  this  in  the  beginning 
of  this  feflion  5  nor  cai»  it  be  fuppofbd,  that  men  fo  long  vcrfeJ  in 
public  affairs,  could  not  eafily  have  propofed  many  other  impofts ; 
but  it  noay  be  imagined,  that  they  chofe  this  out  of  many,  without 
fiifpedting  that  it  would  be  oppofcd  ;  and  believed,  that  they  were  at 
once  raifing  fupplies,  and  protecling  the  virtue  of  the  people. 

Nor  indeed,  my  Lords,  -docs  it  yet  appear,  that  they  have  been 
mifiakeii  ^  for  though  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lords  vAo  oppoie 
the  bill  are  acute  and  plaufible,  yet  fince  they  agree,  that  Ac  con- 
fumption  of  thefe  liquors  is,  at  bft,  to  be  hindered  by  raiflng  their 
price,  it  is  rcafonablc  to  conceive,  that  every  augmentatioti  of  tbe 
price  mud  produce  a  proportionate  diminution  of  the  confumptiod  ; 
and  that  therefore  this  duty  will  contribute  in  fome  degree  to  the 
ftformation  of  the  people.  It  feems  at  leaft  in  the  higheft  degree 
probable,  that  it  cannot  increafe  the  evil  which  it  is  intended  to  remedy; 
and  that  therefore  we  may  reafonably  concur  in  it,  as  it  will  fumiih 
the  government  with  fupplies,  without  any  inconvenience  to  thoTe 
diat  pay  them. 

The  Bifliop  of  .Oxford  next  fpoke  to  this  effed: — My  Lords, 
This  fubjed  has  already  been  to  acutely  conildered,  and  fo  copioufly 
difcufled)  that  I  rife  up  in  defpair  of  propofrng^ any  thing  new,  of 
explaining  any  argument  more  dearly,  or  urging  it  more  forcibly, 
of  darting  any  other  fubjed  of  confideration,  or  pointing  out  any 
circumftance  yet  untouched  in  thofe  that  have  been  propofed. 

Yet,  my  Lords,  though  I  cannot  hope  to  add  any  thing  to  tbe 
knowledge  which  your  Lordfliips  have  already  obtained  of  the  (ub- 
jcd  in  debate,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  add  one  voice  to  die  truth,  and 
to  declare,  that  in  the  balance  of  niy  underftanding,  the  arguments 
againft  the  bill  very  much  outweigh  thofe  that  have  been  o&red  ia 
its  favour. 

It  is  always  prefumcd  by  thofe  who  vindicate  it,  that  every  augmen- 
tation of  the  price  will  neceffarily  produce  a  proportionate  decreafe  of 
the  confumption.  I'his,  my  Lords,  is  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  ar- 
gument that  has  been  advanced,  except  that  which  is  drawn  from  tbe 
neceOity  of  raifing  fupplies,  and  the  danger  of  difgufting  tbe  other 
Houfe.  But  this  argument,  my  Lords,  is  evidently  fallacious ;  and 
therefore  the  bill,  if  it  pafTes,  ipufi  paf$  without  a  Angle  reafon^  except 
immediate  co(ivcnicncc. 

Let 
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Let  us  examine,  my  Lords,  this  potent  ^giiment,  which  has  been 
fucceffively  urged  by  all  who  have  endeavoured  to  vindicate  the  bill, 
and  echoed  from  one  to  another  with  all  the  confidence  of  irrefraga* 
bility }  let  us  confider  on  what  fuppofidons  it  is  founded,  and  we  ihall 
foon  find  how  eafily  it  will  be  diffipated. 

It  is  fuppo&d  by  this  argument,  that  every  drinker  of  thefe  Kquors 
fpends  as  much  as  he  can  poffibly  procure ;  and  that  therefore  the 
leaft  additional  price  muft  place  part  of  his  pleafure  beyond  his  reach* 
This,  my  Lords,  cannot  be  generally  true  ;  it  is  perhaps  generally, 
if  not  univerfally  falfe.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  many  of  thofe 
who  corrupt  their  minds  and  bodies  with  thefe  pernicious  draughts^ 
are  above  the  neceffity  of  conftraining  their  appetites  to  efcape  fo 
fmall  an  expence  as  that  which  is  now  to  be  impofed  upon  them  ; 
and  even  of  thoie  whole  poverty  can  fink  no  lower,  who  are  in  reality 
exbaufied  by  every  day's  debauch,  it  is  at  leaft  as  likely,  that  they 
will  infift  upon  more  pay  for  their  work,  or  that  they  will  fteal  with 
more  rapacity,  as  that  they  will  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  debarred  from 
the  pleafures  of  drunkennefs. 

It  is  not  certain,  that  this  duty  will  make  diefe  liquors  dearer  to 
thofe  who  drink  them ;  fince  the  diftiller  will  more  willingly  deduft 
firom  his  prefent  profit  the  fmall  tax  that  is  now  propofed,  than  fufier 
the  trade  to  fink  ;  and  even  if  that  tax  (hould  be,  as  is  ufual,  levied 
upon  the  retailer,  it  has  been  already  obferved,^  that  in  the  quantities 
neceflary  to  drunkennefs,  it  will  not  be  perceptible. 

But,  my  Lords,, though  this  argument  appears  thus  weak  upon 
the  firft  and  flighteft  confideration,  the  chief  fifdlacy  is  ftill  behind. 
Thofe  who  have  already  initiated  themfelves  in  debauchery,  deferve 
not  the  chief  confideration  of  this  Ailembly ;  they  are  for  the  greateft 
part  hopelefs  and  abandoned,  and  can  only  be  withheld  by  force  from 
complying  with  thofe  defires  to  which  they  are  habitually  enflaved. 
They  may  indeed  be  fometimes  puniihed,  and  at  other  times  reftraihed, 
but  cannot  often  be  reformed. 

Thofe,  my  Lords,  who  are  yet  uncorrupted,  ought  firft  to  engage 
our  care;  virtue  is  eafily  pjeferved,  but  difficultly  regained.  But 
for  thofe  what  regard  has  hitherto  been  (hewn  ?  What  eiFe£b  can  be 
expe£led  from  this  bill,  but  that  of  expofing  them  to  temptations, 
by  placing  unlawful  pleafures  in  their  view  ?  Pleafures  which,  how- 
ever unworthy  of  human  naturey  are  feldom  forlaken  after  they  have 
once  been  tafted. 

la 
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In  the  confideratkm  of  die  piefent  quetion,  it  is  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  multitudes  are  abeady  corrupted,  and  die  contagion  grows 
more  dangerous,  in  proportion  as  greater  numbers  are  infeded. 

l^o  ftop  the  progrels  of  this  peftilence,  my  Lords,  oi^t  to  be 
the  governing  paffion  of  our  minds ;  to  this  p^nt  ought  all  ov 
aims  to  be  direded,  and  for  this  end  ought  all  our  prcge£b  to  be 
calculated. 

But  how,  my  Lords,  is  this  purpofe  promoted  by  a  law  whichgifci 
a  licence,  an  unlimited  and  cheap  licence  for  die  (ale  of  that  li()iior, 
to  which,  even  tbofe  who  fupport  the  bill,  impute  the  prefent  corrop- 
tion  of  the  pec^le  i  This  furely  is  no  rational  feheme  of  refonnatbn, 
nor  can  it  be  imagined,  that  a  favourite  and  invetemte  vice  is  to  be 
extirpated  by  fuch  gentle  methods* 

Let  us  coniider,  my  Lords,  more  nearly  the  efieds  of  this  new 
invented  regulation,  and  we  (hall  fee,  how  we  may  exped  from  tbcm 
'  the  recovery  of  public  virtue.  A  law  is  now  to  be  repealed,  bj 
which  the  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  is  prohibited,  but  which  has  not 
been  for  ibme  time  put  in  execution,  or  not  with  vigour  fufficient  to 
furmount  the  difficuktes  and  inconveniencies  by  which  its  opera- 
tion was  obftrufbed.  The  law  is  however  yet  in  (brce,  and  who- 
ever fells  (pirits  muft  now  fell  them  at  die  hazard  of  pro(ecution  and 
penalties,  and  with  an  implicit  confidence  in  the  kindnds  and  fidditjr 
of  die  purchafer. 

It  cannot  be  fuppoied,  my  Lords,  but  that  a  law  like  this  muft 
have  fome  effe^l.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  fome  are  honeft,  and 
ethers  timorous  ;  and  that  among  the  wretches  who  are  moft  to  be 
fufpeded  of  this  kind  of  debauchery,  there  are  fome  in  whom  it  is 
not  fafe  to  confide ;  diey  therefore  muft  fometimes  be  hindered  from 
deflro^ng  their  reafon  by  other  reftraints  than  want  of  moneys  simI 
when  they  are  trufted  with  the  fecret  of  an  illegal  trade,  muft  pay  s 
dearer  rate  for  the  danger  that  is  incurred. 

But  when  this  law  is  repealed,  and  every  ftreet  and  alley  has  a  (hop 
licenfed  to  diftribute  this  delicious  poifon,  what  can  we  expeA? 
The  moft  fanguine  advocate  for  the  bill  cannot  furely  hope,  that  any 
of  thofc  who  now  drink  fpirits  will  refrain  from  them,  only  becaofc 
they  are  fold  without  danger  5  and  diough  what  cannot  be  proved,  or 
even  hoped,  (hould  be  admitted,  that  fome  muft  content  themselves 
with  a  fmaller  quantity  on  account  of  the  advanced  price,  yet  whik 
t|iey  take  all  opportunities  of  debauchery,  while  they  fpend,  in  tlu> 
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deftnidive  liquor»  M  that  cither  honcft  labour  or  daring  theft  will 
fupply,  they  muft  always  be  examples  of  intemperance  i  fuch  exatxir 
pies  as,  from  the  experience  of  late  years,  we  have  reafon  to  believe 
will  find  many  imitators ;  and  dierefore  wilt  promote  at  once  the 
confumption  of  fpirits,  and  the  corruption  of  the  people. 

There  is  always  to  be  found  in  wickednefs  a  deteftable  ambition  of 
gaining  profclytes :  every  man  who  has  fuffered  bimfelf  to  be  cor- 
rupted, is  defurous  to  hide  himfelf  from  infamy  in  crowds  as  vicious 
as  himiclf,  or  defires  companions  in  wickednefs  from  the  fame  natural 
inclination  to  fociety,  which  prompts  almoft  every  man  to  avoid 
fingularity  on  other  occafions. 

Whatever  be  the  reafon,  it  may  be  every  day  obferved,  that  the 
great  pleafure  of  the  vicious  is  to  vitiate  others ;  nor  is  it  poffibk 
to  fquander  an  hour  in  the  ai&mblies  of  debauchees  of  any  rank^ 
without  obferving  with  what  importunity  innocence  is  attacked,  and 
how  many  arts  of  fophiftry  and  ridicule  are  ufed  to  weaken  the  in» 
jiuence  of  virtue,  and  fupprefs  the  ftruggles  of  conlcience. 

The  fatal  art  by  which  virtue  is  moft  commonly  overborne  is 
the  frequent  repetition  of  temptations,  which,  though  often  rejefbd, 
will  at  fome  unhappy  moment  generally  prevail,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  removed;  but  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  place  alway&in  fight. 

To  what  purpofe  will  it  be,  my  Lords,  to  deprive  nine  hardened 
profligates  of  a  tenth  part  of  the  liquor  which  they  now  drink,  which 
is  the  utmoft  that  this  duty  will  cfkA  ?  If  they  have  an  opportunity 
of  corrupting  one  by  their  folicitation  and  example,  the  difference 
between  nine  and  ten  ads  of  debauchery  is  of  very  fmall  importance 
to  mankind,  or  even  to  the  perfons  who  are  thus,  reftrained,  fiacc 
their  forbearance  of  the  utmoft  excefles  is  only  the  efieft  of  their 
poverty,  not  of  their  virtue. 

How  far  is  fuch  reftraint  from  being  equivalent  to  the  corruption 
of  one  mind,  yet  pure  and  undebauched  j  to  the  fedudtion  of  one 
heart  from  virtue,  and  a  new  addition  to  the  intereft  and  prevalence 
of  wickednefs  i  If  it  be  neceflary,  that  the  fupplies  fhould  be  raifed 
for  the  government  by  the  ufe  of  this  pernicious  liquor,  it  is  defirable 
that  it  fliould  be  confined  to  few,  and  that  it  fliould  rather  be  fwal- 
lowed  in  larg^  quantities  by  hopelefs  drunkards,  than  oflfered  every 
where  to  the  tafle  of  innocence  and  youth,  in  licenfed  houfes  of 
wicktdnefs. 

The 
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The  confudfiption  will,  for  a  time^  be  die  fame  in  bodi  cafes,  but 
with  this  important  diflFerence,  that  wickednefs  would  only  be  con- 
tinued, not  promoted ;  and  as  the  poifon  would  rid  the  land  by  de- 
grees of  the  prefent  rate  of  profligates,  it  might  be  hoped,  that  our 
pofterity  would  be  uninfedbd. 

But  under  the  prefent  fcheme  of  regulations^  my  Lords,  vice 
will  be  propagated  under  the  countenance  of  the  legiflature ;  and 
that  kind  of  wickedne&  by  which  the  nation  is  fo  infatuated,  that  it 
has  increafed  yearly  in  oppofition  to  a  penal  law,  will  now  not 
only  be  fufiered,  but  encours^ed,  and  enjoy  not  impunity  only,  but 
protedion. 

Thus,  if  we  pafs  the  bi|I,  we  fhall  not  even  be  able  to  boafi  the 
petty  merit  of  leaving  the  nation  in  its  prefent  ftate ;  we  fhall  take 
away  the  prefent  reftraints  of  vice,  without  fubftituting  any  in  their 
place ;  we  (hall  perhaps  deprive  a  few  hardened  drunkards  of  a  fmaH 
part  of  the  liquor  which  they  now  fwallow,  but  fhall  open,  according 
to  the  expe£bition  of  the  noble  Lord,  fifty  thoufend  houfes  of  licenfed 
debauchery  for  the  ruin  of  millions  yet  untainted. 

To  leave  the  nation  in  its  prefent  ilate,  which  is  allowed  on  aH 
hands  to  be  a  flate  of  corruption,  feems  to  be  the  utmoft  ambition 
of  one  of  the  noble  Lords  who  have  pleaded  with  the  greateft  warmth 
for  this  bill ;  for  he  concluded,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  by  aflcing, 
bow  we  can  be  cenfured  for  only  fuiFering  the  nation  to  continue  in 
its  former  (late  ?  i 

We  may  be,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  cenfured  as  traitors  to 
our  truil,  and  enemies  to  our  country,  if  we  permit  any  vice  to  pre-* 
vail,  when  it  is  in  our  power  tofupprefs  it.  We  maybe  curfed,  with 
juflice,  by  pofterity,  as  the  abettors  of  that  debauchery  by  which 
poverty  and  difeafe  (ball  be  entailed  upon  them,  contemned  io  the 
prefent  as  the  flatterers  of  thofe  appetites  which  we  ought  to  regulate, 
and  infulted  by  that  populace  whom  we  dare  not  oppofe. 

Had  none  of  our.  predeceflbrs  endeavoured  the  reformation  of  the 
people,  had  they  contented  themfelves  always  to  leave  the  nation  as 
they  found  it,  there  had  been  long  ago  an  end  of  all  the  order  and 
fecurity  of  fociety ;  for  th^  natural  depravity  of  human  nature  tos 
always  a  tendency  from  lefs  to  greater  evil ;  and  the  fame  caufe 
which  had  made  us  thus  wicked,  will,  if  no^  obviated,  make  us  worft. 

Since  the  noble  Lord  thinks  it  not  neceflTary  to  atteo^pt  the  refor- 
mation of  the  people,  he  might  have  fpared  the  elaborate  calculadofl, 
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by  which  be  has  proved,  that  a  large  fuxn  will  be  gained  by  the  go- 
vernment, though  one  third  part  of  the  confumption  be  prevented  » 
for  it  is  of  very  little  importance  to  difcufs  the  confequences  of  an 
event  which  will  never  happen*  He  (hould  firft  have  proved,  that  a 
third  part  of  the  confumption  will  in  reality  be  prevented,  and  then 
he  might  very  properly  have  confoled  the  miniftry,  by  Shewing  how 
much  they  would  gain  from  the  refidue. 

That  this  bill,  as  it  now  flands,  will  produce  a  large  revenue 
to  the  government,  but  no  reformation  in  the  people,  is  aiferted 
by  thofe  that  oppofe,  and  undoubtedly, believed  by  thofe  that  defend 
it ;  but  as  this  is  not  the  purpofe  which  I  am  moft  defirous  of  pro- 
moting, I  cannot  but  think  it  my  duty  to  agree  to  the  propo(al  of  the 
noble  LfOrd,  that  by  pofiponing  the  confideration  of  the  bill,  more 
exad  information  may  be  obtained  by  us,  and  the  Commons  may  be 
alarmed  at  the  danger  into  which  the  nation  has  been  brought  by 
their  precipitation. 

Lord  Bath  then  rofe  again,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  efkA  :— 
My  Lords,  As  the  noble  Lord  who  has  juft  fpoken  appears  to  have 
miiapprehended  fonie  of  my  aflertions,  1  think  it  necefiary  to  rife  again, 
that  I  may  explain  with  fufEcient  clearnefs  what  perhaps  I  before  ex- 
prefied  obfcurely,  amidft  the  number  of  different  confiderations  that 
crowded  my- imagination. 

With  regard  to  the  diminution  that  might  be  expe&ci  from  this 
law,  I  did  not  abfolutely  aflert,  at  leaft  I.did  not  intend  to  aflert,  that 
a  third  part  wpuld  be  taken  oS^  but  only  advanced  that  fuppofition 
as  the  bads  of  a  calculation,  by  which  I  might  prove  what  many  Lords 
appeared  to  doubt,  that  the  confumption  might  poffibly  be  diminifhed, 
and  yet  the  revenue  increafed. 

Upon  this  fuppofition,  which  muft  be  allowed  to  be  reafonable, 
both  the  purpofes  of  the  bill  will  be  anfwered,  and  the  public  fupplies 
will  be  raifed  by  the  fuppreffion  of  vice. 

The  diminution  of  the  confumption  may  be  greater  or  Icfs  than  I 
have  fuppofed.  If  it  be  greater,  the  revjenue  will  be  indeed  lofs  aug- 
mented }  but  the  purpofes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  noble  |!x>rds 
who  oppofe  the  bill,  are  more  to  be  regarded,  will  be  better  promoted, 
and  all  their  arguments  againft  it  will  be,  at  leaft,  defeated  -,  nor  will 
the  miniftry,  I  hope,  regret  the  failure  of  a  tax  which  is  deficient  onlf 
by  the  fobriety  of  the  nation. 

Vol.  n.  I  i  If 
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IF  the  diminutionf  it  lefi  thah  I  have  foppoTe^y  yet  i^  there  be  anj 
diminution,  it  cannot  be  Taid,  that  the  bin  Uts  b^A  wholly  witboat 
efie^  or  that  the  miniftry  have  not  proceeded  either  with  more  judg- 
ment  or  better  fortune  than  their  predeeefibrs,  or  that  they  have  not^ 
at  lead,  taken  advantage  of  the  errors  that  have  beeneemmitted.  It 
muft  be  owned,  that  they  have  either  reformed  the  nation,  or  at  leaft 
pointed  out  the  way  by  which  the  reformation  that  has  been  fokng 
dcfired,  may  be  effe£ted. 

That  this  tax  will  in  fome  degree  hinder  dninkennefi,  it  is  reafon- 
able  to  exped,  becaufe  it  can  only  be  hindered  by  taxing  the  liquors 
which  are  uftd  in  excefs;  but  there  yet  remain,  concerning  the 
weight  of  the  tax  that  ought  to  be  laid  upon  them,  doubts  whidi 
nothing  but  experience  can,  I  believe,  remove. 

By  experience,  my  L6rds,  we  have  been  already  taught,  that 
taxes  may  be  fo  heavy  as  to  be  without  efied;  that  reftraint  may  be 
fo  violent  as  to  produce  impatience ;  and  therefore  it  is  proper  in  die 
next  efTay  to  proceed  by  flow  degrees,  and  gende  methods,  and  pro- 
duce diat  efieA  imperceptibly  which  we  find  ourfelves  unable  to 
accompliih  at  once. 

I  cannot  therefore  think,  diat  the  duty  of  three  ihillings  a  gallon 
can  be  impofed  without  defeating  our  own  defign,  -and  compdlmg 
the  people  to  find  out  fome  method  of  eluding  the  law  like  that  which 
was  pradiied  after  the  Aft,  by  which  in  thefecond  year  of  his  prcfent 
Majefty,  five  ihillings  weife  impofed  upon  every  gallon  of  compound 
waters,  after  which  it  is  well  known,  that  the  diftitlers  fold  a  fimple 
fpirit  under  the  contemptuous  tide  of  fenattnial  brandyy  and  the  lavr 
being  univetfaHy  evaded,  was  foon  after  repealed  as  ufekfs. 

Such,  my  Lords,  or  worfc,  will  be  the  confequence  of  the  tax 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  propofed ;  for  if  it  cannot  be  evaded, 
fpirits  wiH  be  brought  from  nations  that  have  been  wifar  than  to 
burthen  their  own  commodities  with  fuch  infupportabk  impoft,  and 
^  empire  will  foon  be  impoverished  by  the  exportation  of  its  money. 

Lord-HERVBY  anfwercd  in  fobfttncc  as  foHows:— My  Lords, 
I  am  very  far  from  thinking  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  fiich  as 
can  influence  mendefirous  to  promote  the  real  and  durable  happineii 
of  their  country ;  for  he  is  iblicitous  only  about  the  profpeitty  of  the 
Britilh  manufadurt^,  and  the  prefervation  of  the  Britilh  trade,  b«t 
has  (hewti  very  little  regard  to  Britiik  virtue. 
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That  part  of  his  argument  is  therefore  not  ncceflary  to  be  anfvvcred, 
if  the  fuggeftion  upon  which  it  is  founded  were  true,  fince  it  will  be 
fufficient  to  compat-e  the  advantage  of  the  two  fchemes.  And  with 
regard  to  his  infinuation,  that  fenatorial  brandy  may  be  revived  by  a 
high  duty,  I  believe,  iirfl:^  that  nd  fuch  evafion  can  be  contrived, 
and  in  the  next  place,  am  confident,  that  it  may  be  defeated  by 
burthening  the  new^invented  liquor,  whatever  it  bcj  if  it  1^  equally 
pernicious,  with  an  equal  tax.  The  path  of  our  duty,  my  11.drds,  is 
plain  and  eafy,  and  only  reprefented  difficult  by  tbofe  who  ar^  inclified 
to  deviate  from  it.  ,     ' 

Lord  Bathurst  fpoke  next  to  the  effed  following : — My  Lords, 
Whatever  meafures  may  be  pradifed  by  the  people  for  eluding  the 
purpofes  of  the  bill  now  before  us,  with  whatever  induftry  th^y  ma/ 
invent  new  kinds  of  fenatorial  brandy,  or  by  whatever  artifices  the/ 
may  efcape  the  diligence  of  the  officers  employed  to  coljefi  a  duty 
levied  upon  their  vices  and  their  pleafures^  there  is,  at  leaft,  no 
danger,  that  they  will  purchafe  from  the  Continent  thofe  liquors 
which  we  are  endeavouring  to  withhold  from  them^  or  that  this  bill 
will  impoverifll  our  country  by  promoting  a  trade  contrary  to  its 
intereft. 

What  would  be  the  confequeoce  of  the  duty  of  three  (hillinga  t 
gallon,  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord,  it  is  eafy  to  judge.  What^  my 
Lords,  can  be  expeded  from  it,  but  that  it  will  either  oblige  or  en- 
courage the  venders  of  fpirit»  to  procure  from  other  places  what  they 
can  no  longer  buy  for  reafonable  prices  at  home  ?  and  that  thoib 
drunkards  who  cannot  or  will  not  fuddenly  diange  their  cuftoms^  will 
purchafe  from  abroad  the  pleafures  which  we  withhold  from  them, 
and  the  wealth  of  the  nation  be  daily  diminiflied,  but  the  virtue 
little  encreafed  i 

Thus,  my  Lords,  fliall  'we  at  once  deftroy  our  own  manufsdurc 
a^  promote  that  of  our  neighbours.    Thus  ihall  we  enrich  other 
governments  by   diftreffing  our  own,   and  inftead  of .  increafing 
fobriety,  only  encourage  a  more  expenfive  and  periiiiqlous  kind  of .. 
debauchery.  .  # 

In  the  bill  now  under  our  confiderationwa  t^ijhBe  way  is  propofed, 
by  which  reformation  may  be  introduced  ^  thofe  gradations'  which 
have  always  been  found  neceflary  when. inveterate ^vices  are  to  be 
encountered.  In  this  bill  every  neceflary  confidcration  appears  to 
have  been  regarded,  the  health  of  the  .'people  will  be  preferved,  and 

I  i  2  their 
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their  virtue  recovered^   without  deftroying  their  trade  or  (laning 
their  iiianufa£iurers. 

The  efficacy  of  this  bill  Teems,  indeed,  to  be  allowed  by  fomeof 
the  Lords  who  oppofe  it,  fince  their  chief  objedion  has  arifen  from 
their  doubts  whether  it  can  be  executed.  If  a  law  be  uielefs  in 
itfelf,  it  is  of  no  importance  whether  it  is  executed  or  not  \  and 
therefore,  I  think,  it  may  fafely  be  inferred,  that  they  who  are  folicit- 
ous  how  it  may  be  enforced^  are  convinced  of  its  ufefulnefs. 

If  this,  my  Lords,  be  the  chief  objedion  now  remaining,  a  litde 
confideration  will  eafily  remove  it ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that  the 
only  obftru^on  of  the  former  law  was  the  danger  of  information; 
but  this  law,  my  Lords,  is  fo  contrived,  that  it  will  promote  the 
execution  of  itfelf  ^  for  by  fetting  licences  at  fo  low  a  price,  tbeir 
number  will  be  multiplied,  and  every  man  who  has  taken  a  licence 
will  think  himfelf  jufliiied  in  informing  againft  him  that  (hall  retail 
fpirits  without  a  legal  right.  ' 

If,  therefore,  there  fliould  be,  as  a  noble  Lord  has  Tery  reafonaUy 
fuppofed,  fifty  thoufand  licenfed  venders  of  thefe  liquors,  there  will 
likewife  be  fifty  thoufand  informers  againft  unlawful  traders ;  and  as 
the  liquors  may  then  always  be  had  under  fan£Uon  of  the  law,  the 
populace  will  not  intereft  themfelves  in  that  procefe  which  can  have 
no  tendency  to  obftruS  their  pleafure. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  {hall  we,  by  agreeing  to  this  bill,  make  a  la^ 
that  will  be  at  once  ufeful  to  the  government  and  beneficial  to  the 
people,  which  will  be  at  once  powerful  in  its  eiFeds  and  eafy  in  its 
execution  ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  attending  any  more  to  the  wild 
and  impradicable  fchemes  of  heavy  taxes,  rigorous  puniflunents, 
fudden  reformations,,  and  violent  reftraliits,  I  hope  we  (hall  unani- 
moufly  approve  this  method,  from  which  fo  much  may  be  hoped) 
while  nothing  is  hazarded. 

Lord  Carteret  then  rofe  up^and  fpoke  tn  fubftance  as  follows: 
«— My  Lords,  though  the  noble  Lord  who  has  been  pleaied  to  incite 
us  to  an  unanimous  concurrence  with  himfelf  and  his  aflbciates  of  the 
miiyftry  in  pafling  this  excellent  and  wonder- working  bill,  this  biB 
which  is  to  leflen  the  confumption  of  fpirits.  Without  leflening  the 
quantity  which  is  difiilled,  which  is  to  reftfain  drunkards  firoffl 
drinking,  by  fetting  their  favourite  liquor  alwsiys  before  their  eyes,  to 
coaquer  habits  by  continuing  them,  and  correfi  vice  by  indulging  it 
accordiiig  to  the  loweft  reckoning,  for  at  leaft  another  year ;  jfct, 
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my  Lords,  fuch  is  my  obftinacy,  or  fuch  my  ignorance,  that  1  can- 
not yet  comply  with  his  pro^&I,  nor  can  prevail  with  myfclf  either 
to  concur  with  meafures  fo  apparently  oppofitc  to  the  intereft  of  the 
public,  or  to  hear  them  vindicated,  without  declaring  how  little  I 
approve  them. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  long  debate  I  have  endeavoured  to  reca- 
pitulate and  digeft  the  arguments  which  have  been  advanced,  and 
have  confidered  them  both  ieparate  and  conjoined  ;  but  find  myfelf 
at  the  fame  diftance  from  conviction  as  when  I  entered  the  Houfe ; 
nor  do  I  imagine,  that  they  can  much  aiFe£l  any  man  who  does  not 
voluntarily  affift  them  by  ftrong  prejudice. 

In  vindication  of  this  bill,  my  Lords,  we  have  been  told,  that  the. 
prefenl  law  is  ineficAual ;  that  otir  manu&&ure  is  not  to  be  deftroyed, 
4>r  not  this  year ;  that  the  fecurity  oflered  by  the  prefent  bill  has 
induced  great  numbers  to  fubfcribe  to  the  new  fund  ;  that  it  has  been 
approved  by  the  Commons  ;  and  that,  if  it  4>e  found  inefFe£tual,  it 
may  be  amended  another  feffion^ 

All  thefe  arguments,  my  Lords,  I  (hall  endeavouf  to  examine, 
becaufe  I  am  always  defirous  of  gratifying  thofe  great  men  to  whom 
the  adminiftration  of  afiairs  is  entrufted,  and  have  always  ycrj 
cautioufly  avoided  the  odium  of  difaffedion  which  they  will  undoubt- 
edly throw,  in  imitation  of  their  predeceflbrs,  upon  all  thofe  whofe 
wayward  confciences  ftiall  oblige  them  to  hinder  the  execution  of 
their  fchemes. 

With  a  very  ftrong  defire,  therefore,  though  with  no  great  hopes 
of  finding  them  in  the  right,  I  venture  to  begin  my  enquiry,  and 
engage  in  the  examination  of  their  firft  aflertion,  that  the  prefent 
law  againft  the  abufe  of  ftrong  liquors  is  without  eJFed. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  it  portends  well  to  my  enquiry,  that  the  firft 
petition  which  I  have  to  examine  is  true,  nor  can  I  forbear  to  con- 
£;ratulate  your  Lordfhips  upon  having  heard  from  the  new  miniftry 
one  afTertion  not  to  be  contradided. 

It  is  evident,  my  Lords,  from  daily  obfervation,  and  demonftrable 
firooi  the  papers  upon  the  uble,  that  every  year,  fince  the  enadion  of 
the  laft  law,  that  vice  has  increafed  which  it  was  intended  to  reprefs, 
and  that  no  time  has  been  fo  favourable  to  the  retailers  of  i^irits  as 
that  which  has  pailed  iince  they  were  prohibited. 

It  may  therefore  be  expeQed,  my  Lords,  that  having  agreed  with 
^e  mipifters  in  their  fundamental  propofition,  I  iball  concur  with 
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them  in  the  copicquence  which  cfaey  draw  from  it  j  and  having  al- 
lowed that  the  prefenf  law  b  ineiFedual,  fl^ould  admit  diat  another  is 
Acceflary, 

Bur,  my  Lonb,  in  order  to  difcover  whethfcr  this  coofequenoe  be 
neceflary,  it  oiuft  iirft  be  enquired  why  the  prefent  law  is  of  no  force } 
For,  my  Lords,  Jt  will  be  found,  upon  reflexion,  that  fhere  are 
certain  degrees  of  corruption  that  may  binder  the  eiFe£b  of  the  beft 
'  laws.  l*he  magiflrates  may  be  vicious,  and  forbea^  to  enforce  that 
law,  by  which  themfelves  are  condemned;  they  may  be  indolent,  ami 
incltiM^  rathrr  to  connive  at  wickednefs  by  which  they  are  not  injured 
themfelyes,  than  to  reprefs  it  by  a  laborious  exertion  of  their  au- 
thority ^  or  they  may  be  ti^fiorous,  and»  inftead  of  awing  the  vicious, 
may  be  awf:d  by  them. 

}q  any  of  thefe  ctfcs>  my  Lprda,  die  law  is  not  to  be  condemned 
for  its  ipefficacy,  fmce  it  only  fuls  by  the  defi^  of  tfaofe  who  are  to 
4We&  its  operations ;  the  beft  aod  moft  important  laws  will  contribute 
very  little  to  the  fecurity  or  happinefi  of  a  people,  if  no  judges  of 
integrity  and  fpirit  can  be  found  amongA  them.  Even  the  moft 
beneficial  and  uTeful  bill  that  ininifters  can  poiSbly  imagine,  a  biU 
for  laying  on  pur  eftate^  a  tax  of  ^e  fifth  pact  pf  llieir  yearly  valoe, 
would  be  wholly  without  ttkSt^  if  coUe^bors  copld  not  be  obtained. 

I  am  thdrefore,  my  Lords,  yet  doubtfiil,  whether  the  incfficacy  qf 
the  law  now  f^bfifting  neceflarily  obliges  u$  to  provide  anodier ;  for 
thofe  that  declared  it  to  be  ufelefs,  owned  at  the  fame  time,  diat  no 
map  endeavoured  to  enforce  it;  fo  that  perhaps  its  only  dcfeft  may 
be,  tlfat  it  will  not  execute  itfelf. 

Nor  though  I  (bould  allow»  that  the  law  is  at  prefent  impeded  by 
di^culties  which  cannot  be  broken  through|  but  by  men  of  more 
fpirit  and  dignity  than  the  minifters  may  be  inclined  to  tnift  with 
coipmiffipns  of  the  peace,  yet  it  can  only  be  colleded  that  another 
law  is  neceilary»  not  that  the  law  now  propofed  will  be  of  any 
s^dvantage. 

Great  ufe  has  beeo  made  of  the  inefficacy  of  the  prefent  law  to 
decry  the  proppfal  made  by  the  noble  Lord  fpr  laying  a  ^igh  doty 
upon  thefe  pernicious  liquors.  High  duties  have  already^  as  we  are 
informed,  been  tried  without  advantage ;  high  duties  are  at  this  hour 
imposed  upon  thofe  fpirits  which  are  retailed,  yet  vre  fee  them  eveij 
day  fold  in  the  ftreets  wi^out  the  payment  of  the  tax  required ;  and 

therefore 
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therefore  it  will  he  fclly  to  malce  a  iecond  efiay  of  meiuis  which  have 
been  found,  by  the  experience  of  many  years,  unfu(k:efsful. 

It  has  been  granted  on  all  fides  in  this  debate,  nor  was  it  ever 
denied  on  any  odiier  occafion,  that  the  confumption  of  any  coni'^ 
tnodity  is  moft  ea£iy  to  be  hindered  by  raifing  its  price,  acid  its  price 
is  to  be  railed  by  the  impoficion  of  a  duty }  this,  my  Lords,  which  is, 
I  fuppoie,  the  opinion  of  every  man,  of  whatever  degree  ofexperience 
or  underflanding,  appears  likewtfe  to  have  been  thought  by  the 
authors  of  the  prelent  law ;  and  therefore  they  imagined,  that  they 
had  efFe3uaUy  provided  againft  the  increafe  of  drunkennefs,  by  laying 
upon  that  liquor  which  ihould  be  retailed  in  fmall  quantities,  a  duty 
which  none  of  the  inferior  clafles  of  drunkards  would  be  able  to  pay. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  they  concdved,  that  they  had  reformed  the 
common  people  without  infringing  the  pleafures  of  odiersi,  and  ap. 
plauded  the  happy  contrivance  by  which  fpirits  were  to  be  made  dear 
only  to  die  poor,  while  every  man  who  could  aflfbrd  to  purcbafe  two 
gaflons  was  at  liberty  to  riot  at  his  eafe,  and  over  a  full  flowing 
bumper  look  down  widi  contempt  upon  his  former  companions, 
nowruthlefsly  condemned  to  difconfolate  fobriety,  or  obliged  to  re- 
gale themfelves  with  liquor  which  did  no  (peedy  execution  upon  their 
cares,  but  held  them  for  many  tedious  hours  in  a  languiihing  pof- 
leffion  of  their  fenjfes  and  their  limbs. 

But,  my  Lords,  this  intention  was  firiiftrated,  and  the  projeft, 
ingenious  as  it  was»  fell  to  the  ground ;  for  though  they  had  laid  a 
tax,  they  unhappily  forgot,  that  this  tax  would  make  no  addition 
to  the  price,  unleft  it  was  paid;  and  that  it  would  not  be  paid, 
unlefs  <bme  were  impoWered  to  coUed  it. 

Here,  my  Lords,  was  the  difficulty,  thofe  who  made  the  law  were 
imrlined  to  lay  a  tax  frtoi  which  themfelvesf  (hould  be  exempt,  and 
therefore  would  not  charge  the  liquor  as  it  ifliied  from  the  ftOl ;  and 
when  once  it  was  difperfed  in  the  hands  of  petty  dealers,  it  was  no 
longer  to  be  found  without  the  affiftance  of  informers,  and  informers 
could  not  carry  on  the  bufineft  of  perfecution,  without  the  confent 
of  the  people. 

It  is  not  neceflary  to  dwril  any  longer  upon  the  law  of  which  the 
repod  is  propc^d,  fince  it  appears  already,  that  it  failed  only  from  a 
penality  not  eafily  defended,  and  from  the  bmiffion  of  what  is  now 
propofod,  the  collc^on  of  the  duty  as  the  liquor  is  diftiilcd» 
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If  this  method  be  foUowedt  there  vill  be  no  longer  any  ne^  of  191- 
formation  or  jof  any  rigorous  or  new  mcafurcs ;  the  (aaie  officers 
thai  celled  a  fmaller  duty  may  leyy  4  greater^  nor  can  they  be  eafily 
deceived  with  regard  to  the  quantities  that  ar^  qaade  j  th^  depeits,  at 
leaft,  that  can  be  ufed^  are  in  ufe  already ;  they  ^rp  frequently  deteded 
and  fupprefi^ ;  nor  wiU  a  )arger  duty  enable  the.df^illers  to  dude  the 
vigilance  pf  the  officers  with  morie  fucce(i^. 

Againft  tbi$  prqpofal,  therefore,  the  ioefficacy  of  the  prefent  law 
can  be  no  objefllon  ;  bu^  it  is  urged,  that  f«ich  duties  would  d^ftroy 
the  trade  of  diftiUing,  and  a  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  expref^ 
great  tendernpis  for  %  aianufa£lure  fo  beneficial  and  extenfive. 

I  cannot.but  fQtnetimes  wonder,  my  Lqr4$^  at  the  amazing  variety 
of  intellects^  which  every  day  furnifbes  fome  opportunity  or  other  of 
obferving,  and  which  cannot  but  be  remarked  on  this  occafiont 
when  one  produces  againft  a  propofal  the  very  argument  which 
another  oficrs  in  its  iayouf.  That  a  large  duty  levied  at  the  ftiU 
would  deftroy  or  very  much  impair  the  trade  of  diftilling,  i$  certaiply 
fuppofed  by  thofe  who  defend  it,  for  they  propofed  it  only  for  that 
end ;  and  what  better  inethod  can  they  propofe,  when  they  are  called 
to  deliberate  upon  fi  biU  ^f  fbe  preyei^tion  of  the  oiceffiye  ufe  of 
(fifiilled  liquors  ? 

I'he  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  icindly  to  inlbrm  us^  that  dtt 
^ade  of  di^illing  is  yery  e^ctenfive,  that  it  employs  great  numbers, 
^nd  that  they  have  arrived  at  exquifite  fkiU,  and  thefefore— note  well 
^e  confequence-T^the  trade  of  diftilling  is  not  be  difcouraged. 

Once  more,  my  Lords,  allow  nie  to  wonder  at  the  different  cop^ 
ceptions  of  different  underflandings.  It  appears  to  me,  dut  fince  t)^ 
fpirits  whicb  the  diftjUers  produce  are  allowed  to  enfeeble  the  limb5| 
and  vitiate  (he  blood,  (o  pervert  the  b^act,  and  pbfcure  the  intelleds, 
that  the  numbef  of  diftijle^s  (hould  be  no  argument  in  thpir  favour ! 
For  I  never  hcafd  that  fi  law  ^gaiai^  tbtfj  wa$  repealed  or  deUiy^, 
becaufe  (bieves  were  numprpus.  I(  appears  to  mf ,  my  (lOrds,  that 
if  fo  formidable  a  body  arp  confederate^  againit  t)^  virtue  or  the  lives 
of  their  fellow-citizeps,  it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  tbe  havock,  anl 
CO  in^erpoii:,  while  it  is  yet  in  our  ppwec  tq  &^  ^e  dei^rif^on. 

As  little,  my  Lords,  am  I  affedled  with  the  pserit  of  the  wopderfiil 
'ikill  which  tbe  dilHIler^  are  faid  to  have  attatqed^  tbaf  it  is^  in  my 
opinion,  po  faculty  of  great  ufe  to*  mankind,  to  prgwc  palatable 
poifon  I  nor  (ball  I  ever  contrit^{itp  jnj  iiitereft  for  the  reprieve  of  a 
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murderer,  beeaufe  be  has,  by  long  pra£Hce,  obtained  great  dexterity 
in  bis  trade. 

If  their  liqOors  arc  fo  delicious,  that  the  people  are  tempted  to 
their  own  dcftrudion,  let  us  at  length,  my  Lords,  fecure  them  from 
thde  fatal  draughts,  by  burfting  the  vials  that  contain  them  ;  let  us 
crufli  at  once  thefe  artifts  in  flaughter,  who  have  reconciled  their 
countrymen  to  ficknefs  and  to  ruin,  and  fpread  over  the  pitfals  of 
debauchery  fuch  baits  as  cannot  be  refifted* 

The  noble  Lord  has  indeed  admitted,  that  this  bill  may  not  be 
found  fufliciently.  coercive,  but  gives  us  hopes  that  it  may  be  im* 
proved  and  enforced  another  year,  and  perfuades  us  to  endeavour  the 
reformation  of  drunkennefs  by  degrees,  and  above  all,  to  beware  at 
prefent  of  hurting  the  manufa^un. 

I  am  very  far,  my  Lords,  from  thinking,  that  there  are  this  year 
any  peculiar  reafons  for  tplerating  murder ;  nor  can  I  conceive  why 
the  manufadure  ihould  be  held  (acred  now,  if  it  be  to  be  deftroyed 
hereafter;  we  are,  indeed,  defired.to  try  how  far  this  law  will 
operate,  that  we  may  be  niori^  able  to  proceed  with  due  regard  to  this 
valuable  mafuifi^^re, 

With  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  law,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it 
will  only  enrich  the  government  without  reforming  the  people,  and 
\  believe  therjs  are  not  many  of  a  different  opinion ;  if  any  diminution 
of  the  fale  of  fpirits  be  expe£ted  from  it,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that 
this  diminution  will  or  will  not  be  fuch  as  is  defired  for  the  reforma- 
p'on  of  the  people ;  if  it  be  fufficient,  the  manufacture  is  at  an  end, 
and  all  the  reafons  againft  a  higher  duty  are  of  equal  force  againd 
^is  ;  but  if  it  is  not  fufficient,  we  have,  at  leafl,  omitted  part  of  our 
duty,  and  have  negleded  the  heakh  and  virtue  of  the  people. 

I  cannot,  my  Lords,  yet  difcover,  why  a  reprieve  is  defired  for 
^is  manufacture,  why  the  prefent  year  is  not  equally  ^propitious  to 
^e  reformation  of  mankind  as  any  will  be  that  may  fucceed  it.  It  is 
^e  we  are  at  war  with  two  nations,  and,  perhaps,  with  more  ;  but 
war  may  be  better  profecuted  without  money  than  without  men^  and 
jve  but  little  confult  the  mjlitary  glory  of  our  country,  if  we  raife 
-fupplies  for  paying  our  armies,  by  the  deftruCtion  of  thofe  armies  that 
yre  are  contfiving  to  pay^ 

We  have  heard  the  neceffity  of  reforming  the  nation  by  degrees 
firged  as  an  argument  for  impofmg  firft  a  lighter  duty,  and  afters- 
wards  a  heavier ;  this  complaifancefor  vfickednefs,  my  Lords^  is  not 
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lb  defenfibk  as  that  it  fliould  be  battered  by  arguments  in  form,  vii 
therefore,  I  (hall  only  relate  a  reply  made  by  Webb,  the  noted 
ivalker,  upon  a  parallel  orcafion. 

^Tbis  man,  who  muft  be  remembered  by  many  of  your  Lordfliips, 
was  remarkable  for  vigour,  both  of  mind  and  body,  and  lived  wiMdJy 
upon  water  for  bis  drink,  and  chiefly  upon  veget^les  for  his  edier 
fuftenance ;  he  was  one  day  recommending  his  regimen  to  one  of  hii 
friends  who  loved  wine,  and  who  perhaps  might  fom/ewhat  contribute 
to  the  profperity  of  this  fpirituous  manufaSfurey  and  urged  him,  with 
great  earneftnefs,  to  quit  a  courfe  of  luxury  by  which  his  health  amd 
his  intellcfts  would  equally  be  deftroyed.  The  gentleman  appeared 
convinced,  and  told  him,  that  he  would  conform  to  his  counfel,  and 
thought  he  could  not  change  his  courfe  of  life  at  once,  but  would 
leave  off  ftrong  liquors  by  degrees.  By  degrees,  lays  the  other,  widx 
indignation  !  7  you  (faouid  unhappily  fall  into  the  fire,  would  yon 
caution  your  fervants  not  to  pull  you  out  but  by  degrees  I 

This  anfwer,  my  Lords,  is  applicable  in  the  prefent  cafe;  the 
nation  is  funk  xnto^the  loweft  ftftte  of  corruption,  the  people  are  doc 
only  vicious  but  infolent  beyond  example,  they  not  only  break  die 
laws  but  defy  them,  and  yet,  fome  of  your  Lord&ips  are  for  reform- 
ing them  by  degrees. 

I  am  not  eafily  perfuaded,  my  Lords,  that  oiur  minifters  really  in> 
tend  to  fupply  the  defers  that  may  hereafter  be  difcovered  in  this  WD; 
it  will  doubtlefs  produce  money,  perhaps  much  more  than  they  appear 
to  expedi  from  it ;  I  doubt  not  but  the  licenfed  retailers  will  be  more 
than  fifty  thoufand,  and  the  quantity  retailed  muft  increafe  with  the 
number  of  retailers*  As  the  bill  will  therefore  anfwer  all  the  ends 
intended  by  it,  I  do  not  expe£l  to  fee  it  altered,  for  I  have  never 
obferved  minifters  defirous  of  amending  their  own  errors,  unle6  they 
.ar,e  fuch  as  produce  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue. 

Beftdes,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  certain,  that  when  this  fund  fi 
mortgaged  to  the  public  creditors,  they  can  prevail  upon  the  Com- 
mcrts  to  change  the  fecurity  ;  they  may  continue  the  bill  in  force  for 
fhc  reafons,,  whatever  they  are,  for  which  they  have  pafled  it,  and  die 
good  intentions  of  pur  minifters,  however  fincere,  may  be  defeated, 
and  drunkennefs,  legal  drunj^ennefs,  eftabliflied  in  the  nation. 
»  This,  my  Lords,  is  very  reafonable ;  and  therefore  we  ought  to 
exert  ourfelves  for  the  fefety  of  the  nation,  while  the  power  is  yet  ia 
our  own-bands,  and  wiU^out  regard  to  the  opinion  or  proceeilings  of 
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the  other  Hou^b^  flicw  that  we  are  yet  the  chief  guardians  of  the 
people,  and  the  010ft  vigilant  adverfaries  of  wickednefi. 

The  ready  compliance  ^  the  Commons  with  the  meafures  pro* 
pofed  in  ^16  billy  has  been  mentioned  here  with  a  view»  I  fuppofe^of 
influencing  us,  but  furely  by  thofe  who  had  forgottou  our  indepen- 
)dence,  or  refigned  their  own.  It  is  not  only  the  right,  but  die  duty 
<of  either  Houfe,  to  deliberate  without  regard  to  the  determinasions 
of  the  other;  for  how  wouM  the  nattoo  receive  any  benefit  from  the 
dtftind  powers  that  compofe  the  legiflature,  unlefs  their  determina- 
tions are  without  influence  upon  each  other  ?  If  either  the  example 
or  authority  of  the  Commons  can  divert  us  from  following  our  own 
convidions,  we  are  no  longer  part  of  the  legiflaturc ;  we  have  given 
up  our  honours  and  our  privileges,  and  what  then  is  our  concurrence 
but  flavery,  or  our  fufirage  but  an  echo  ? 

The  only  argument  ther^se  that  now  remains,  is  the  expediency 
.of  gratifying  thofe  by  whofe  ready  fabfcriptton  the  exigencies  which 
the  councils  of  our  new  ftatefmen  have  brought  upon  us,  and  of  con- 
tinuing the  fecurity  by  which  they  have  been  encouraged  to  fuch  libe- 
iral  contributions. 

Public  credit,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  of  very  great  im{)ortance,  but 
public  credit  can  never  be  lot^  fupported  without  public  virtue ;  nor 
indeed  if  the  government  could  mortgage  die  morals  and  health  of 
the  people,  would  it  be  jufl:  or  rational  to  confirm  the  bargain.  If 
the  mlniftry  can  raife  money  oriy  by  the  dcftruSion  of  their  fellow- 
fubjefb,  fhey  ought  to  abandon  thofe  fchemes  for  which  the  money 
is  neceflary :  for  what  calamity  can  be  equal  to  unbounded  wick- 
cdnefs? 

But,  my  Lords,  there  is  no  neceffity^  for  a  choice  which  may  ceft 
|is  or  our  minifters  fo  much  regret ;  for  the  fame  fubfcriptions  may 
|»e  procured  by  an  offer  of  the  f^me  advantages  to  a  fund  of  any  other 
kind,  and  the  finking  fund  will  eafily  fiipply  any  deficiency  that  might 
|>e  fufpeded  in  another  fcheme, 

Toconfefs  the  truth,  |fliouldfeel  very  little  pain  from  an  account 
that  the  nation  was  for  fome  time  determined  to  be  left  liberal  of 
their  contribution,  and  that  money  ws^  withheld,  till  it  was  known 
jn  what  expeditions  it  was  to  be  employed,  to  what  princes  fubfidies 
-were  to  be  paid,  and  what  advantages  were  to  be  purchafed  by  it  for 
pur  country.  I  ihould  rejoice,  my  Lords,  to  hear  that  the  lot- 
fptjy  by  which  rhe  deficiencies  of  ^is  duty  a^e  %o  be  (\tpplied^ 
5  wasi 
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was  not  filled ;  and  that  the  people  were  grown  at.  taft  wife  enougb 
to  difcern  the  fraud,  and  to  prefer  honeft  commerce,  by  which  all 
may  be  gainers,  to  a  game  by  which  th%  greated  number  mufi  cer- 
tainly iofe,  and  in  which  no  maiv  can  reafonably  expe6l  tliat  he  (haO 
be  the  happy  favourite  of  fortune,  on  whom  a  prize  ihall  be 
conferred. 

The  lotteries,  my  Lords,  which  former  minifters  have  propofed, 
have  always  been  cenfured  by  thofe  that  faw  their  nature  and  their 
tendency ;  they  have  be^n  confldered  as  legal  cheats,  by  which  the 
ignorant  and  the  rafli  are  defrauded,  and  the  fubtle  and  avaricious 
often  enriched ;  they  have  been  allowed  to  divert  the  people  iroai 
trade,  and  to  alienate  them  from  ufeful  induftry.  A  man  who  is 
uoeafy  in  his  circumftances,  and  idle  in  his  di(pofition,  colleifb  the 
remains  of  his  fortune,  and  buys  tickets  in  a  lottery,  retires  from 
bufinefs,  indulges  himfelf  in  lazinefs,  and  waits,  in  fome  obTcurt 
place,  the  event  of  his  adventure.  Another,  inftead  of  employing 
bis^  Aock  in  a  ihop  or  warehoufe,  rents  a  garret  in  a  private  ftrect, 
and  makes  it  bis  builnefs,.  bj  falfe  intelligence,  and  chimerical  alarms, 
to  raife  and  ftnk  the  price  of  tickets  alternately,  and  takes  advantage 
of  the  lies  which  be  has  himfelf  invented* 

Such»  my  Lords,  is  the  tra^c  that  is  produced  by  this  fcheme  of 
raffing  money;  i^or  were  thefe  inconvcniencies  unknown  to  the 
pefcnt  minifier^  in  the  time  of  their  predeceflbrs,  whom  tfaey  never 
failed  to  purfue  with  the  loudeft  clamours,  whenever  the  exigencies 
of  the  government  reduced  them  to  a  lottery. 

If  I,  my  Lords,  might  prcfume  to  recommend  to  our  minifters 
the  moft  probable  method  of  raifing  a  large  fum  for  the  payment  of 
'the  troops  of  the  eledorate,  I  (hould,  inftead  of  the  tax  and  lottery 
now  propofed,  advife  them  to  eftablifh  z  certain  number  of  licenfed 
whccUbarrows,  on  which  the  laudable  trade  of  thimble  and  button 
might  be  carried  on  for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  and  (hoe-boys  might 
contribute  to  the  defence  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  by  raffling  for 
apples. 

Having  now,  my  Lords,  examined  with  the  utmoft  candour,  all 
the  reafons  which  have  been  o|!ered  in  defence  of  the  biU,  I  cannot 
conceal  the  refult  of  my  enquiry.  The  arguments  have  had  fo  Irttk 
tffeSt  upon  my  unde^landing,  that  as  every  man  jndges  of  others  by 
himfelf,  I  cannot  believe  that  they  have  any  influence,  even  upon 
thqfe  (hat  offer  them  j  and  therefore  I  am  conviqced^  that  this  \S& 
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muft  be  the  refult  of  confiderations  which  have  been  hitherto  con- 
cealed, and  is  intended  to  promote  deiigns  which  are  never  to  be  dif- 
covered  by  the  authors  before  their  execution. 

With  regard  to  thcfe  motives  and  dcfigns,  however  artfully  con- 
cealed, every  Lord  in  this  Aflembly  is.  yet  at  liberty  to  offer  his  con- 
jedures ;  and  therefore  I  (ball  venture  to  lay  before  you  what  has 
arifen  in  my  mind,  without  pretending  to  have  difcovered  abfdute 
certainty,  what  fuch  accompliflied  politicians  have  endeavoured  to 
conceal. 

When  I  confider,  my  LorJs,  the  tendency  of  this  bill,  I  find  it 
calculated  only  for  the  propagation  of  difeafes,  the  fuppreffion  of 
induftry,  and  the  deftrudion  of  mankind  ^  I  find  it  the  moft  fatal 
engine  that  ever  was  pointed  at  a  people,  an  engine  by  which  &ok 
who  are  not  killed  will  be  difabled,  and  thofe  who  preferve  &eir 
Umbs,  will  be  deprived  of  their  fenfe$« 

This  bill  therefore  appears  to  be  defigned  only  to  thin  the  ranks 
of  mankind,  and  to  difburthen  the  world  of  the  multitudes  that  in* 
babit  it ;  and  is,  perhaps,  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  political  fagacitjr 
that  our  new  minifters  have  yet  exhibited.  They  well  know,  my 
Lords,  that  they  are  univerfally  detefted,  and  that  wherever  a  Briton 
is  deftroyed,  they  are  freed  from  an  enemy;  they  have  therefore 
opened  the  flood-gates  of  gin  upon  the  nation,  that  when  it  is  lels, 
numerous,  it  may  be  more  eafily  governed. 

Other  minifters,  my  Lords,  who  had  not  attained  to  fo  greaf  a 
knowledge  in  the  art  of  making  war  upon  their  country,  when  they 
found  theii"  enemies  clamorous  and  bold,  ufed  to  awe  them  with 
profecutions  and  penalties,  or  deftroy  them  like  burglars,  with  pri- 
fens  and  with  gibbets.  But  every  age,  my  Lords,  produces  fome 
improvement,  and  every  nation,  however  degenerate,  gives  birth  at 
feme  happy  period  of  time  to  men  of  great  and  enterprifmg  genius. 
It  is  our  fortune  to  be  witnefles  of  a  new  difcovery  in  politics ;  we 
may  congratulate  ourfelves  upon  being  contemporaries  with  thofe 
men  who  have  (hewn  that  hangmen  and  halters  are  unneceflary  in  a 
ftate,  and  that  minifters  may  efcape  the  reproach  of  deftroying  their 
enemies,  by  inciting  them  to  deftroy  themfelves. 

This  new  method  may,  indeed,  have  upon  different  conftitutions 
a  different  operation  i  it  may  deftroy  the  lives  of  fome,  and  the  fenfeg 
of  others ;  but  either  of  thefe  effeds  will  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the 
loiniftry,  to  whom  it  is  indifferent^  provided  the  nation  becomes  in« 
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ienfible,  whether  peftileiice  or  lunacy  prevsHls  among  them.  Ettber 
mad  or  dead,  fhe  greateft  part  of  the  people  muft  qtricklj  be,  or 
there  is  no  hope  of  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  nriniftry. 

For  this  purpofe,  my  Lords,  what  could  have  been  invented  more 
eiRcacious  than  an  eftablifliment  of  a  certain  number  of  fhops  at 
which  poifbn  may  be  vended  |  poifon  fo  prepared,  as  to  pleafe  the 
palate  while  it  waftes  the  ftrengtfa,  and  to  kill  only  by  intoxication. 
From  the  firft  inftant  that  any  of  the  enemies  of  the  miniftry  fhall 
grow  clamorous  and  turbulent^  a  crafty  hireling  may  lead  him  to 
the  minifterial  flaughter-houfe,  and  ply  htm  with  their  wonder- 
working liquor,  till  he  is  no  longer  able  to  fpeak  or  think ;  and,  my 
Lords,  no  man  can  be  more  agreeable  to  our  minifters  than  he  tbat 
can  neither  ipeak  nor  think,  except  thofe  who  fpeak  wrthouf 
thinking.  * 

But,  my  Lords,  the  minifters  ought  to  reilled,  tbat  though  all 
the  people  of  the  prefent  age  are  their  enemies,  yet  they  have  made 
no  trial  of  the  temper  and  inclinations  of  pofterity ;  our  fucccfbrs 
may  be  of  opinions  very  different  firom  ours  j  they  may  perhaps  ap- 
prove of  wars  on  the  continent,  while  our  plantations  are  infulted, 
and  our  trade  obftruAed  i  they  may  think  the  fupport  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  of  more  importance  to  us  than  our  own  deiimce,  and 
may  perhaps  fo  far  differ  from  their  fathers,  as  to  imagine  the  trea- 
fures  of  Britain  very  property  employed  in  fupporting  the  troops,  and 
increafing  the  fplendorof  a  foreign  eledorate. 

Since  therefore  it  will  not  be  denied  by  our  minifters,  that  the 
affeftion  and  gratitude  of  pofterity  may  atone  for  the  obftinacy^ 
blindnefs,  and  malice  of  the  prefent  age;  fince  thofe  meafures  which 
are  now  univcrfally  cenfured,  may  at  fome  diftant  time  be  praifed 
with  equal  unanimity  j  why,  my  Lords,  Ihould  .they  extend  their 
vengeance  to  the  fucceeding  generation  i  why  Ihould  they  endeavour 
to  torture  their  limbs  with  pains,  and  load  their  lives  with  the  guilt 
of  their  parents  i  why  (hould  they  hinder  that  trade  to  which  they 
muft  owe  all  the  comforts  which  plenty  affords?  wh/ ihould  they  en- 
deavour to  intercept  their  exiftence,  or  fufier  them  to  esdft  only  to 
be  wretched  ? 

If  I  may  once  more  declare  my  fcntiments,  my  Lords,  I  believe  the 
minifters  do  not  fo  much  wifii  to  debilitate  the  bodies  as  die  imder^ 
fiandings  of  pofterity,  nor  fo  ardently  defire  a  race  of  cripples  ts  of 
fools.    For  cripples,  my  Lords,  can  make  no  figure  "xt  a  review,  nor 

firot 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A.  1 74^-3*1        SPIRITUOUS   liojuOrs.  495 

ftrut  in  a  red  coat  with  a  tolerable  grace;  but  fiools  are  known  by' 
long  experience  to  be  the  principal  fupport  of  an  army,  iince  dtey^ 
are  the  only  pcrfons  who  are  willing  to  pay  it ! 

Whatever,  my  Lords,  be  the  true  reafons  for  which  this  bill  is  fo 
warmly  promoted,  I  think  they  ought,  at  leaft,  to  be  deliberately 
examined;  and  therefore  cannot  think  it  coiififtent  with  our  regard' 
for  the  nation  to  fiifFer  it  to  be  precipitated  into  a  law.  The  year, 
my  Lords,  is  not  fo  far  advanced  as  that  fupplies  may  not  be  raifed 
by  fome  other  method^if  this  fhould  be  rejected  ;  nor  do  I  think  that 
we  ought  to  confent  to  thi*;,  even  though  our  refufal  fhould  hinder 
the  fupplies,  fince  we  have  no  right,  for  the  fake  of  any  advantage, 
however  certain  or  great,  to  violate  all  the  laws  of  heaven  and  earth, 
to  doom  thouiands  to  deftruclion,  and  to  fill  the  exchequer  widi  the 
price  of  the  lives  of  ouf  fellow-fubje£b« 

Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  not  fu6Fer  ourfelves  to  be  driven 
forward  with  fuch  haftc  as  may  hinder  us  from  obferving  whither  we' 
are  going ;  let  us  not  be  perfuaded  to  precipitate  our  counftls  by 
thofe  who  know  that  all  delays  will  be  detrimental  to  their  defigns, 
becaufe  delays  may  produce  new  information,  and  they  are  conscious 
that  the  bill  will  be  lefs  approved  the  more  it  is  underftood. 

But  every  reafon  which  they  can  offer  againft  the  motion,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  a  reafon  for  it;  and  therefore  I  fhall  readily  agree  to 
poftpone  the  claufe,  and  no  lefs  readily  to  rejeft  the  bill. 

If  at  laft  reafon  and  evidence  are  vain,  if  neither  juftice  nor  com- 
pafBon  can  prevail,  but  Ae  nation  mufl  be  deftroyed  for  the  fupport 
of  the  government,  let  us  at  leaft,  my  Lords,  confine  our  afTertions, 
in  the  preamble,  to  truth ;  let  us  not  affirm  that  drunkennefs  is  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  advice  or  confent  of  die  Lords  Spiritual,  fince  I  am 
confident  not  one  of  them  will  fo  far  contradid  his  own  doctrine,  as 
to  vote  for  a  bill  which  gives  a  fan^on  to  one  vice,  and  miniflers 
opportunities  and  temptations  to  all  others ;  and  vdiich,  if  it  be  not 
^edily  repealed,  will  overfbw  the  whole  nation  with  a  deluge  of 
wickednefs. 

Lord  Ilav  next  fpoke  to  the  efFeft  following :— My  Lords,  I 
have  attended  for  a  long  time  to  the  noble  Lord,  not  vridiout  fome  - 
degree  of  uncafinefs,  as  -I  think  the  manner  in  which  he  has  treated 
the  queftion  neither  confiflent  with  the  dignity  of  this  Aflembly,  nor 
with  thofe  rules  which  ought  to  be  ever  venerable,  the  great  rules  of 
reafon  and  humanity.    Yet  being  now  arrived  at  a  time  df  life  irf 
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which  the  paffions  grow  calm,  and  patience  eafily  prevails  over  any 
fudden  difguft  or  perturbation,  I  forbore  to  difconcert  him,  diough 
I  have  known  interruption  produced  by  much  (lighter  provocatioia. 

It  is,  my  Lords,  in  my  opinion,  a  juft  ma^dm,  that  our  delibera- 
tions can  receive  very  little  affiftance  from  merriment  and  ridicule, 
luid  that  truth  isfeldom  difcovered  by  thofe  who  are'chicHy  folicitous 
to  ftart  a  jeft.  To  convince  the  underftandiog,  and  to  tickle  the 
fancy,  are  purpofes  very  different,  and  muft  be  promoted  by  difFereot 
means ;  nor  is  he  always  to  imagine  himfelf  fuperior  in  the  difpute, 
who  is  applauded  with  the  loudeft  laugh. 

To  laugh,  my  Lords,  and  to  endeavour  to  communicate  the  fame 
mirth  to  others,  when  great  affairs  are  to  be  coniidered,  is  certainly 
to  neglefl  the  end  for  which  we  are  aflembled,  and  the  reafons  for 
which  the  privilege  of  debating  was  origir«»lly  granted  us.  For 
doubtlefs,  my  Lords,  our  honours  and  our  power  were  not  conferred 
upon  us,  that  we  might  be  merry  with  the  better  grace,  or  that  we 
might  meet  at  certain  times  to  divert  ourfelves  with  turning  the  great 
affairs  of  the  nation  to  ridicule. 

But,  my  Lords,  ftill  lefs  defenfible  is  this  pradice,  when  we  are 
contriving  the  relief  of  mifery,  or  the  reformation  of  vice ;  when 
calamities  are  preying  upon  thoufands,  and  the  happtnefs  not  only  of 
the  prefent  age,  but  of  poflerity,  muft  depend  upon  our  refblutions. 
He  that  can  divert  himfelf  with  the  fight  of  mifery,  has  furely  very 
little  claim  to  the  great  praife  of  humanity  and  tendernefs  ;  nor  can 
he  be  juftly  exempted  from  the  cenfure  of  increafing  evils,  vriio 
waftes  in  laughter  and  jocularity  that  time  in  which  he  might  relieve 
them. 

The  bill  now  before  us  has  been  reprefented  by  thofe  that  oppofe 
it,  as  big  with  deftru£):ion,  and  dangerous  both  to  the  lives,  and  to 
the  virtue  of  the  people.  We  have  been  told,  that  it  will  at  once 
fill  the  land  with  ficknefs  and  with  villainy,  and  that  it  will  be  at  the 
lame  time  fatal  to  our  trade,  and  to  our  power;  yet  thofe  who  are 
*  willing  to  be  thought  fearful  of  all  thcfe  evils,  and  ardently  defirous 
of  averting  them  from  their  country,  cannot  without  laughter  men- 
tion the  bill  which  they  oppofe,  or  enumerate  the  confequences 
which  they  dread  from  it,  in  any  other  language  than  that  of  irony 
and  burlefque. 

Surely,  my  Lords,  fuch  condud:  gives  reafon  for  queftioning 
either  their  humanity,  or  their  Anoerity ;  for  tf  they  really  fear  fuch 
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dreadful  calamities,  how  caa  th^y  be  at  leifure  for  mirth  and  gaiety  f 
how  can  they  fport  over  the  graVe  of  millions,  and  indulge  their  vain 
ridicule,  when  the  ruin  of  their  country  is  approaching  ? 

But  without  enquiry,  whether  they  who  oppofe  the  bill  will  grant 
their  oppofition  hypocritical,  or  their  patriotifm  languid,  I  ihall  lay 
my  opinion  of  this  new  regulation  before  your  Lordfiiips  with  equal 
freedom,  though  with  lefs  luxuriance  of  imagination,  and  left  gaiety 
of  language. 

Of  this  bill,  notwithftanding  the  acutenefs  with  which  it  has  been 
examined,  and  the  acrimony  with  whith  it  has  oeen  cenfured,  I  am 
not  afraid  to  affirm,  that  it  is  neither  wicked  nor  tbfuid,  that  all  its 
parts  are  confiftent,  and  that  the  elKAs  to  be  expefied  from  it  aM 
fobriety  and  health.  I  cannot  find  upon  the  clofeft  examination^ 
either  that  it  will  defeat  its  own  end,  or  that  the  end  propofed  by  ii 
is  different  from  that  which  is  profefled* 

The  charge  of  encouraging  vice  and  tolerating  drunkennefs^  witll 
ivhicb  the  defenders  of  this  bill  have  been  fo  liberally  afperfed,  may  be,  , 
in  my  opinion,  more  juftiy  retorted  upon  thofe  that  oppofe  it  $  who, . 
though  they  plead  for  the  continuance  of  a  law,  rigorous  indeed^  and 
well  intended,  own  that  it  has  by*  the  experience  of  feveral  years 
been  found  ineffe^Suah 

What,  my  Lords,  can  a  drunkard  or  a  profligate  be  fuppofed  to 
wifls,  but  that  the  law  may  ftill  remain  -in  its  prefent  ftate^  that  he 
may  ftill  be  purfued  in  a  track  by  which  be  knows  how  to  efcape, 
and  oppofed  by  reftraints  which  he  is  able  to  break  ?  What  can  he 
defire,  but  that  the  book  of  ftatutes  fhould  lie  ufeleft,  and  that  n^ 
laws  ihould  be  made  againft  him,  but  fuch  as  cannot  be  put  in 
execution  7 

The  defers  of  the  prefent  law  are  indeed  very  numerous ;  nor 
ought  it  to  be  continued,  even  though  no  other  were  to  be  fubftituted. 
It  feems  to  fuppofe  the.ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  abfolutely  unlawful,  and 
therefore  imppfed  upon  licences  a  duty  fo  enormous,  that  only  three 
were  taken  in  the  whole  kingdom,  and  the  people  were  therefore 
obUged  to  obtain  by  illegal  methods  what  they  could  not  perfuade 
themfelves  wholly  to  forbear. 

The  method  of  deteding  ofienders  was  likewife  fuch  as  gave  op- 
portunity for  villainy  to  triumph  over  innocence,  and  for  perjury  to 
grow  rich  with  the  plunder  of  the  poor*  Even  charity  itfelf  might 
A)C  puniflied  by  it^  and  he  that  gave  a  glafs  of  ipirits  to  a  man  Minting 
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under  poverty,  or  ficknefs,  or  fatigue,  might  bcpumflied  as  a  recaifcr 
of  fpirits  without  a  licence* 

Thefe  defe£b,  which  were  not  feen  when  the  law  was  made,  (boo 
excited  a  diflike*  No  man  enforced  the  execution  of  it,  becaufe 
every  min  knew  that  on  Tome  occafions  he  might  himielf  break  it; 
and  they  who  fufiered  for  the  violation  of  it,  were  often  pitied  by  tho6 
whofe  oiHce  obliged  them  to  punifh  them.  Thus  the  law,  after  bav« 
ing  been  executed  a  few  months  with  rigour,  was  laid  afide  as  im* 
pra^icable,  and  appears  now  to  be  Ucitly  repealed;  fo(  it  is  appa* 
rently  an  empty  form  without  efFed. 

If  therefore  the  ufe  of  fpirits  be  fo  deftrudtve  as  is  generally  al«^ 
lowed,  it  is  furely  necefiary,  that  the  legiflature  flbould  at  laft  repav 
the  defe£b  of  the  former  law,  and  the  nation  Ihould  not  be  vitiateA 
and  ruined,  without  fome  endeavours  for  its  prefervation  i  and,  ia 
my  opinion,  to  lay  a  double  duty  upon  thefe  liquOrs,  is  very  rational 
aiKl  prudent.     An  increafe  of  the  price  muft  leilen  the  confumptioo. 

.  To  what  degree  the  confumption  will  be  diminiflied  by  tins  new 
duty,  I  am  not  able  to  foretel ;  but  undoubtedly  fome  diminution  vili 
be  produced,  and  the  leaft  diminution  will  afford  us  this  comfort,  that 
the  evil  does  not  increafe  upon  us,  and  that  this4aw  is  therefoyre  better 
than  that  which  we  have  repealed. 

For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  I  approve  the  prefent  bill,  without 
enquiring  whether  it  is  perfed ;  it  is  fufficient  for  me  in  the  preient 
exigence,  that  the  nation  will  gain  fomething  by  the  change,  and 
the  people  wiH  be  drawn  nearer  to  fobriety,  temperance,  and  indoftry. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the  determinatioa 
of  the  other  Houfe,  I  diink  the  bill  fufficiently  defenfible  by  reaibn 
and  policy ;  nor  can  I  conceal  my  opinion,  that  thofe  who  oppofe  it 
are  the  real  enemies  of  their  country. 

[The  quelHon,  Whether  the  Houfe  ihould  be  now  refumcd,  mi 
tlien  put,  and  determined  in  the  negative  by  56  againft  35. 

The  other  (claufes  #ere  then  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  courfe  of  their  proceedings  then  required,  that  a  day  flioahi 
be  appointed  for  the  third  reading,  and  Lord  Sandwich  dierefaic 
rofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  efleift:] 

My  Lords,  As  the  importance  of  the  bill  now  before  us  juflly  de^ 
mands  the  matureft  coniidcration,  it  is  not  without  unufual  concera, 
that  I  obferve  the  abfence  of  many  Lords,  for  whofe  wifdom  and  mc- 
perience  I  have  the  high^  vencrationi  and  whom  I  cftcem  equaUy 
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for  their  penetration  and  their  integrity.  I  fhould  hope,  that  all  thofe 
^ho  feel  in  their  hearts  th^  love  of  their  country,  and  are  confcious  of 
abilities  to  promote  its  happinefs,  would  aflemble  on  this  great  occa-* 
(ion^  and  that  the  collective  wifdom  of  this  Houfe  would  be  exerted, 
when  the  lives  and  fortunes,  and,  what  is  yet  more  worthy  of  regard^ 
the  virtue  of  the  people  is  involved  in  the  queftion. 

As  there  can  be  no  avocations  which  can  poffibly  withhold  a  wife 
man  from  counfels  of  fuch  moment  to  his  -country,  to  himfelfc  and 
to  his  pofterity ;  as  there  is  no  intereft  equivalent  to  the  general  happi^ 
nefs,  I  cannot  fuppofe,  that  either  bufmefs  or  pleafure  detain  thofe 
who  have  not  attended  at  the  examination  of  this  bill ;  and  therefore 
imagine,  that  they  are  abfent  only  becaufe  they  have  not  been  fuffi- 
ciently  informed  of  the  importance  of  the  queftion  that  was  this  day 
to  be  difcufied. 

It  is  therefore,  my  Liords,  necelTary,  in  my  opinion,  that  on  the 
day  of  the  third  reading  they  be  again  fummoned  to  attend,  that  the 
law  which  is  allowed  to  be  only  an  experiment,  of  which  the  event 
is  abfolutely  uncertain,  may  be  examined  with  the  utmofl  care  j  that 
all  its  confequences  may  be  known,  fo  far  as  human  wifilom  is  able  to 
difcover,  and  that  we  may  at  leaft  be  exempt  from  the  imputation  of 
being  negligent  of  th^  welfiire  of  our  country,  and  of  being  deiirous 
of  avoiding  information  or  enquiry^  left  they  (hould  retard  our  mea« 
fures,  or  contradid  our  aflertions. 

But  fince  it  is  reafonable  to  believe,  my  Lords,  that  many  of  thofe 
who  might  affift  us  in  this  difficult  enquiry,  are  now  in  the  country, 
it  is  neceflfary,  that  our  fummons  may  have  the  efied  which  is  defired, 
to  defer  the  reading  for  fome  time.  For  to  what  purpofe  will  it  be 
to  require  their  prefence  at  a  time,  at  which  we  know  it  is  impoffible 
for  them  to  comply  with  our  orders  ?  To  dired  what  cannot  be  done, 
is  furely  in  its  own  nature  abfurd  and  contemptible,  and  on  this 
occafion  will  expofe  not  only  our  underftanding  but  our  honefty  to 
doubts ;  for  it  will  be  imagined^  that  we  are  only  endeavouring  to 
make  falfe  (hows  of  caution  and  accuracy,  and  that  we  in  reality 
defire  to  determine,  without  the  concurrence  of  thofe  whofe  prefence 
we  publicly  require. 

I  therefoie  move,  that  the  third  reading  of  this  bill  may  be  de- 
layed five  daysi  and  that  immediate  fummons  be  iifued  for  all  Lords 
to  attend.  . 

K  k  2  Lord 
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Lord  CaxtsrIT  fpoke  next  in  Tubftance  a$  fisDows  r^^My  Lords, 
If  It  is  the  intention  of  the  noble  Ix)rds  to  debate  once  more  the 
ufefulnefs  or  expedience  of  this  bill,  if  they  have  any  new  arguracnt 
to  produce,  or  are  defirous  of  another  opportunity  to  repeat  thofe 
yrhich  have  been  already  heard,  I  hope  they  will  not  long  withhold, 
either  from  themfelves  or  their  opponents,  that  fatisfadioil. 

Your  Lordfliips  are  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  the  public, 
and  know  fo  well  the  danger  of  the  liberties  of  the  continent,  the 
power  of  the  enemies  whom  we  are  to  oppofe,  the  dreadAil  confe- 
quences  of  an  unfuccefsful  oppofition,  and  the  neceffity  of  vigour  and 
expedition  to  procure  fuccefs,  that  it  cannot  be  neceflary  to  urge  die 
impropriety  of  delaying  the  bill  from  which  the  fuppUes  axe  to  be 
Cxpefied* 

The  convenience  of  deferring  this  bill,  however  plaufiUy  repre- 
fented  by  the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  motion,  is  overbalanced  by 
Ae  nece$ty  of  confidering  it  to-morrow.  Neceffity  is  an  argument 
which  no  actttenefi  can  overthrow,  and  againft  >fvhich  eloquence  will 
be  employed  to  little  purpofe.  I  therefore,  my  Lords^  oppofe  the 
motion,  not  that  it  is  unreafonable  in  itfelf,  but  becaufe  it  cannot 
be  admitted  ;  I  recommend  difpatch  on  this  occafion,  not  becaufe  it 
is  barely  right,  but  becaufe  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary. 

Lord  HaavBY  then  rofe  up  and  fpoke  to  the  following  ctk&  :--^ 
My  Lords,  It  is  always  the  laft  refource  of  oynifters  to  call  thofe 
meafures  neceilary  which  thcsy  cannot  fliew  to  be  juft  ^  and  m^ea 
they  have  tried  all  the  arts  of  fallacy  and  iUuiion,  and  found  them  all 
baffled,  to  ftand  at  bay,  becaufe  they  can  fly  no  longer»  look  their 
opponents  boldly  in  the  face,  a^d  ftun  them  with  the  Ibrmidahle 
found  ^f  necci&ty. 

But  it  is  generally  the  fortune  of  minlfters  to  difeovef  neceffity 
much  feoner  than  they  whofe  eyes  are  npt  iharpened  by  employments! 
they  frequently  call  that  neceffity,  on  which  no  other  m^n  ^9^1d  be^ 
ftow  the  title  of  expediency;  and  that  is  feldom  nec^fl^  t9  be  dooe^ 
which  Qthcia  do  not  think  neceflary  to  be  avoided. 

At  prefent,  my  Lords,  I  fee  nothing  neceflary,  but  what  is^oqually 
neceflary  at  all  times,  that  we  do  our  duty  to  o^r  country,  and  di(« 
charge  our  truft,  without  IbfTering  ourfelves  to  be  t^nifi^  with 
imaginary  dangers^  ox  allured  by  imaginary  benefits.  The  war  yAuch 
is  hli  to  produce  the  neceffity  of  this  bill,  is,  in  my  opinion,  not  oeccC* 
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fiirjr  in  itfdf :  and  if  your  LorcUhips  differ  from  me  in  that  fentiment, 
it  muft  yet  be  allowed^  that  diere  is  time  fufficient  to  provide  fapplies 
by  new  methods. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  the  motion,  in  which  I  concur,  be  over-ruled 
4m  a  pretence  of  neceff  ty,  it  will  fhew  an  eager  defire  to  haften  a  bill, 
which  if  referred  to  any  twdve  men  not  of  either  Houfe  of  the  Senate, 
their  examination  would  terminate  in  this,  that  they  britig  it  in  guilty 
^tai^l  nmrder. 

Lord  Cholmondiliy  fpoke  next  in  fubftance  as  follows :— My 
Lords,  As  there  is  no  doubt  but  particular  mcafures  may  be  fome- 
times  neceflary,  I  difcover  «no  reafon  that  ought  to  hinder  the  men- 
tion of  that  neceffity  %  for  furely  where  it  can  be  afierted  with  truth, 
it  is  the  moft  powerful  of  all  arguments,  and  cannot  be  wifely  or 
bonefUy  negleAed. 

In  the  prdcnt  cafe,  my  Lords,  I  can  difcover  no  impropriety  in 
mentioning  if  j  for  I  fuppofe  that  nbble  Lord  did  not  intend  to  reftrain 
it  to  the  moft  rigorous  fenfe ;  he  did  not  mean,  that  there  is  the  fame 
neceffity  cf  reading  this  btU  to-morrow  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  as 
of  extinguiihiog  a  fire  for  the  prefervation  of  a  town ;  but  that  the 
reafons  for  difpatch  ^olutely  overbalaneed  all  the  pleas  that  could 
be  offered  for  delays. 

This  neceffity,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  afhamed  to  affert  after  him  ; 
sior  can  I  think  it  confiftent  with  cortimon  prudence,  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  our  affiiirs,  to  defer  the  Aird  reading  beyond  to-morrow ; 
for  the  fupplies  which  this  bill  muft  produce,  are  to  be  employed  in 
Attempts  of  the  utmoift  importance,  and  which  cannot  fail  without 
the  ruin  of  a  great  part  of  mankind,  and  an  irreparable  injury  to  this 
nation. 

I  cannot  therefore  but  confefs  my  furprixe  at  the  vehemence  with 
vriiich  diis  bill  is  oppofM  ;  vehemence  fo  turbulent  and  fierce,  that 
fome  Lords  have  been  tranfported  beyond  that  decency  which  it  is 
our  duty  and  our  intereft  to  preferve  in  our  deliberations ;  nor  have 
reftrained  tbemfelves  from  expreffions,  which,  upon  reflection,  I  be- 
lieve fhey  will  not  think  defenfible ;  from  among  which  I  cannot  but 
particularize  the  horrid  and  opprobrious  term  of  murder. 

The  reverend  Prelates,  who  have  fpoken  againft  the  bill,  may  be 
eafily  believed  to  be  a^  9^ous  for  virtue  as  thofe  who  have  indulged 
themfelves  in  this  vi6lence  of  language  ^  yet  they  have  never  charged 
tbo(i(  who  defend  tb«  m^oTures  now  propofed  with  the  guilt  of  murder, 

K  k  3  but 
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but  have  decently  (Jelivered  their  own  o()im<>D$>  ]Brit^Qut  reproadujig 
thofc  who  differ  from  them. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  as  I  cannot  think  the  fnotipn  for  fiirAer 
delay,  fcafona^e  or  proper,  pr  ntceffiqry  to  th^  difcoTery  of  tratfa^ 
or  cpnfiftent  with  the  weU^it  pf  the  n^tioi),  it  is  my  ref<4utioQ  to  yocc 
againft  it. 

The  Duke  of  BBDf  oRp  fpoke  next  in  fiibftaiu^e  as  ft^ows ; — l&j 
Xords,  The  ardour  with  which  the  noble  Lord  appears  to  refent  the 
indignity  offered  to  the  biU,  0xew$  only  that  he  hicQi^lf  approves  it, 
but  (io(  that  it  d^ferves  the  approbatigq  qf  the  Houfe, 

I  think  it  of  uie,  no^wi^hftanding  tb^  plaufibk  pleas  of  decency 
or  politen^fs,  t}iat  every  tbii9g  fboiild  in  this  Houfe  be  called  by  its 
light  name,  that  we  may  not  difpute  for  one  tbiog>  and  vote  for  ano- 
ther ;  and  ftnce  the  bill  will  certainly  deftroy  -multitudes,  if  it  pro^ 
piotes  the  fale  of  diftilled  fpirits,  and'  i(  has  been  proved  tha(  it  will 
promote  it,  I  know  not  by  i^ha^  appellation  tq  d^i^otnin^te  its  $ffi^^ 
if  chat  be  denied  me,  whicji  has  been  already  ufed. 

[The  Speaker  then  put  th^  queilion  in  form,  f'  Is  it  ypur  Lord- 
V  ibips  pleadire,  ^hat  the  third  reading  pf  the  bill  be  put  off  fi»r  fir^ 
f<  days  ?"  It  W3$  r^folyed  in  the  negative  ^y  52  (o  29. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  bill  fliould  be  r^  the  (hi^  dixie  op 
f  he  day  following,  and  tha^  (h^  Lords  (hould  be  fummoned  to  attend. 

On  th?  next  day  the  Houfe,  according  to  the  order,  met,  ai)4 
another  debate  enfued,  which  was  begun  by  Lord  IfcRyET,  wbp 
fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows :] 

My  Lords,  The  te'ndenfry  of  the  bill,  which  we  are  now  tq  approve 
or  reject)  is  fo  apparently  deftrudive  to  the  ends  of  government,  f^ 
apparently  dangerous  to  public  happinefs,  and  fo  contrary  to  the  in- 
ftitutions  of  the  moft  celebrated  lawgivers,  and  the  policy  of  the  moft 
ilouriihing  nations,  that  I  ^ill  continue  to  think  it  rpy  duty  to  flxuggie 
againft,  it. 

Almoft  every  legtQator  of  the.  world,  my  Lords,  ^om  whatever 
original  he  derived  his  authority,  has  exerted  it  in  the  prohibition  of 
fuch  foods  as  tended  to  injure  the  health,  and  d^foy  the  vigour  of 
the  people  for  lyhom  be  defigned  his  inftifudons. 

The  great  inftruflor  of  the  Jews,  who  deliyer^  his  laws  by  divine 
authority,  prohit>ited  the  ufe  of  fwine's  flefii^  for  no  other  caufe,  fo 
far  as  human  reafon  is  able  to  difcover,  than  that  it  corrupted  the 
blood,^  and  produced  loatbfome  dilbaff^  and  QH4adks  which  delccmM 
'  .     '  -  .    .       •     -    ^  '        ;       '  ^ 
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to  pofterity ;  and  therefore  in  prohibtting,  after  his  example,  the  ufe 
of  liquors  which  produce  the  fame  efieds,  we  {hall  follow  the  au- 
thority of  the  great  Governor  of  the  univerfe. 

The  author  of  another  religion,  a  religion  founded  indeed  on  fuper-  * 
fiition  and  credulity,  but  which  prevails  over  a  very  great  part  of  the 
earth,  has  laid  his  followers  under  reftraints  ftHl  more  fevere ;  he  has 
fbrUddea  them  to  diipel  their  caries,  or  exalt  their  pleaTures  with  wine, 
has  baaifhed  from  their  banquets  that  ufeful  opponent  of  troublefome 
rcfledion,  and  doomed  all  thofe  who  receive  his  law,  not  to  fobriety 
only,  but  to  abftmence. 

The  authority  of  this  man,  my  Lords,  cannot  indeed  be  urged  as 
unexceptionable  and  decifive;  but  the  reception  of  his  impofture 
ihews,  at  leaft,  that  he  was  not  unacquainted  with  human  nature, 
and  that  he  knew  how  to  adapt  his  forgeries  to  the  nations  among 
which  he  vented  them ;  nor  can  it  be  denied,  but  the  prohibition 
of  wine  was  found  generally  ufeful,  iince  it  obtained  fo  ready  a 
compliance. 

All  nations  in  the  world,  my  Lords,  in  tvery  age  of  which  there 
remain  any  htftorical  accounts,  have  agreed  in  the  necef&ty  of  laying 
refhraint  upon  appetite,  and  fetting  bounds  to  the  wantonnefs  of  luxury ; 
every  legiflature  has  claimed  and  pradifed  the  right  of  withholding 
thofe.pleafures  which  the  people  have  appeared  inclined  to  ufe  to  ex- 
.  C^s^  and  preferring  the  iafety  of  multitudes  whom  liberty  would  de- 
ftroy,  to  the  convenience  of  thofe  who  would  have  enjoyed  it  within 
the  limits  of  reafon  and  of  virtue. 

The  welfare  of  the  public,  my  Lords,  has  always  been  allowed  the 
fttprei^e  ^aw ;  and  vhea  any  governors  facriiice  the  general  good 
leitber  to  private  views,  or  temporary  convenience,  they  deviate  at . 
oQce  from  integrity  and  pplicy,  they  betray  their  truft,  and  neg)e£( 
their  intereft. 

The  prohibition  of  thofe  commodities  which  are  inftrumental  t0 
-vice,  is  not  only  didtated  by  policy  but  nature  ;  nor  does  it  indeed 
tcqum  much  &gacity,  when  the  evil  is  known,  to  find  the  proper 
remedy ;  for  even  the  Indians,  who  have  not  yet  reduced  the  art  of 
government  to  a  fpieoce^  nor  learned  to  make  Iqfig  harangues  upon 
the  different  interefts  of  foreign  powers,  the  neceflity  of  raifing  fup- 
pl^es,  or  the  importance  and  extent  of  manufafiures,  have  yet  been 
.able  to  difcover,  that  diftiUed  fpirlts  are  pernicious  to  (bciety,  and 
$lut  the  v^  of  them  can  only  be  hindered  by  prohibiting  the  fide* 

K  k  4  For 
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For  this  reaftn,  my  L^rds,  they  have  petitioned,  that  none  of  this 
delicious  poifen  Ihogld  be  imported  fr^m  Britain ;  they  have  defired 
us  to  confine  this  fountain  of  wickedneft  and  mifery  to  ftream  in  our 
own  country,  without  pouring  upon  them  thofe  inundations  of  de- 
bauchery, by  which  we  are  ourfelves  overflowed. 

When  W6  may  be  fent  with  juftice  to  learn  from  the  rude  and 
ignorant  Indians  the  firft  elements  of  civil  wifdom,  we  have  furely 
not  much  right  to  boaft  of  our  forefight  and  knowledge  ;  we  mu& 
furely  confefs,  that  we  have  hitherto  valued  ourfelves  upon  our  arts 
with  very  little  rcafon,  fince  we  have  not  learned  how  to  prefenr« 
either  wealth  or  virtue;^  either  peace  or  commerce. 

The  maxims  of  our  politicians,  my  Lords,  differ  widely  from  tbds 
of  the  Indian  favages,  as  they  are  the  efFeds  of  longer  confideradon, 
and  reafonings  fprmed  upon  more  extenfive  views.  What  Indian, 
my  Lords,  would  have  contrived  to  hinder  his  countrymen  from 
drunkennefs,  by  placing  that  liquor  in  tbair  houfce  which  tempted 
them  to  excefs;  or  would  have  difcoveied,  that  prohibition  oidy  mem 
the  caufe  of  bouftdleft  exoefles;  that  to  fubdiie  the  appetite  nothing 
was  neceilary  but  to  Iblick  it}  and  that  what  was  always^  oflfered 
would  n^ver  be  received  i  The  Indians,  in  the  fimplicity  of  men 
unacquainted  with  European  and  Britifh  refinements,  imagined,  tliat 
to  put  an  end  to  the  u(e  of  any  thing,  it  was  only  necefiary  to  take  it 
away ;  and  conceived,  that  they  could  not  promote  fobriety  more 
efie6hially,  than  by  allowing  the  people  nothii^  with  which  tb^coiil4 
hp  drunk. 

But  if  our  politicians  fhould  fend  mifllonaries  to  teach  diem  the  art 
of  government,  they  woidd  quickly  be  (hewn,  diat  if  they  would  ac« 
complifh  their  iiefign,  they  muft  appoint  every  tenth  man  among  thet^ 
to  diftribute  fpirits  to  the  nine,  and  to  drink  them  himfelf  in  what 
ouantity  they  (hall  defire,  and  that  then  the  peace  of  dieir  country 
will  be  no  longer  difturbed  by  the  quarrels  of  debauchery. 

It  is  indeed  not  without  amazement,  that  I  hear  this  bill  feriotifly 
defended  as  a  fcheme  for  fuppreifing  drunkennefs,  and  find  fome 
Lords,  who  admit  that  fifty  thoufand  houfes  w3l  be  opened  for  the 
public  fale  of  fpirits,  afTert  that  a  lefs  quantity  of  fpirits  will  be  fold. 

The  foundation  of  this  opinion  is  in  itfeif  very  :uncertain  i  for 
nothing  more  Is  urged,  but  that  all -who  fell  luader  the  {sa£don  of  a 
licence,  will  be  ready  to  intbrm  againfl  thofe  by  whom  no  licence  haa 
been  purchafcd  ]  and  that  therefore  fifty  xhwjfmi  licenfed  retailers 

may 
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may  hurt  a  greater  number  who  now  fell  fpirits  in  oppofition  to  tht 
law* 

All  this,  my  Lords,  is  very  far  from  certainty ;  for  it  cannot  be 
proved,  that  there  are  now  fo  great  a  number  of  reuilers  as  this  a£lr 
may  produce :  it  is  likely  that  (bcurity  will  encourage  many  to  engage 
in  this  trade,  who  are  at  prefent  deterred  from  it  by  danger.  It  is 
{Kiffible,  that  thofe  who  purcbafe  licences  may  nevercheiefs  forbear  to 
profecute  thofe  that  fell  fpirits  without  the  protection  of  the  law. 
They  may  forbear,  my  Lords,  from  the  common  principles  of  hu-t 
manity,  becaufe  they  think  thofe  poor  traders  deferve  rather  pity  than 
puniflmient  •  they  may  forbear  from  a  principle  that  operates  more 
frequently,  and  too  often  more  ftrongly,  a  regard  to  their  own  interefl-* 
They  may  themfelves  oiFend  the  law  by  fome  other  parts  of  their 
condud,  and  maybe  unwilling  to  provoke  an  inipe£tion  into  their 
own  adions,  by  betraying  officioufly  the  faults  of  their  neighbours ; 
or  they  may  be  influenced  by  immediate  terrors,  and  expe6l  to  be 
hunted  to  death  by  the  rage  of  the  populace. 

All  thefe  confiderations  may  be  urged  againft  the  only  fuppofition 
(hat  has  been  made,  with  any  fiiew  of  reafon,  in  favour  of  the  bill ; 
and  of  thefe  various  circumftances,  fome  one  or  other  will  almoft  al- 
ways be  found.  Every  man  will  have  either  fear  or  pity,  becaufe 
almoft  ^Qiy  good  man  is  inclined  to  compaffion,  and  every  wicked 
man  is  in  danger  from  the  law ;  and  1  do  not  fee  any  reafon  for 
imagining,  that  the  people  will  tolerate  informers  more  willingly  now 
than  in  the  late  years. 

But  fuppofc  it  (hould  be  granted,  though  it  cannot  be  certain,  and 
has  not  yet  been  fhewn  to  be  probable,  that  the  clandeftine  trade  will 
be  interrupted ;  I  am  not  able  to  follow  thefe  minifterial  reafoners 
immediately  to  the  confequence  which  they  draw  from  this  conceffion^ 
and  which  muft  be  drawn  from  it,  if  it  be  of  any  ufe  in  the  decifion 
of  the  queftion,  nor  can  fee  that  the  confumption  of  fpiriluous  liquors 
will  be  made  lefs. 

Let  us  examine,  my  Lords,  the  premiles  and  the  confequences  to- 
gether, without  fulFering  our  attention  to  be  led  aftray  by  ufelefs  dii- 
givffions.  Spirits  will  be  now  fold  only  with  licence  !  therefore  k(s 
fvill  be  fold  than  when  it  was  kid  only  by  ftealth  ! 

Surely,  my  Lords,  fuch  arguments  will  not  much  influence  thiis 

Aflembly.     Why,  my  Lords,  fhould  leis  be  bought  now  than  for^r 

fnerly  ?   It  is  not  denied,  that  there  wiU  he  in  every  place  a  licenfed 
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|hop,  where  drunkards  may  riot  in  fecurity ;  and  what  can  be  more 
inviting  to  wretches  who  place  in  drunkennefs  their  utmoft  fdtcity  i 
If  you  (bould  favourably  fuppofe  no  more  to  be  ibid,  yet  why  (hoiiU 
^lofe  who  now  buy  any  fuppoTed  quantity,  buy  le&  when  the  reftratnt 
is  taken  away  ? 

If  it  be  urged,  that  the  prefent  law  does  in  reality  impofe  no  re- 
firaint,  the  intended  zSt  will  make  no  alteration.  There  is  no  read 
prohibition  now,  there  will  be  no  nominal  prohibition  hereafter  ;  and 
fherefore  the  law  will  only  produce  what  its  advocates  eiq)e&  from  it, 
an  yearly  addition  to  the  revenue  of  the  government.  But,  my 
Lords,  let  us  at  laft  enquire  to  what  it  is  to  be  imputed,. that  the 
prefent  law  fwells  the  fEitute  book  to  no  purpofe?  and  why  das 
pernicious  trade  is  carried  on  with  confidence  and  fecurity,  in  oppo- 
iition  to  the  law  ?  It  will  not  furely  be  confeiTed,  that  the  govern- 
meut  has  wanted  authority  to  execute  its  own  laws ;  that  the  legifla- 
Sure  has  been  awed  by  the  populace,  by  the  dregis  of  the  populace,^  die 
drunkards  and  the  beggars  !  Yet  when  the  proviiions  made  for  the 
rxecution  of  a  law  fo  falutary,  fo  jnft,  and  fo  neceflary^^were  found 
defi^ive,  why  were  not  others  fubiUtutcd  of  greater  efficacy  ?  Why, 
when  one  informer  was  torn  in  pieces,  were  there  not  new  fecuritks 
propoied  to  protc<fi  thofe  who  (hould  by  the  fame  offence  difpleaft  the 
people  afterwards  ? .  0       • 

The  law,  my  Lords,  has  failed  of  a  great  part  of  its  effed ;  but  it 
bas  failed  by  cowardice  on  one  part,  and  negligence  on  another,  and 
though  the  duty,  as  it  was  laid,  was  in  itfelf  fomewhat  invidioos,  it 
would  however  have  been  enforced,  could  the  revenue  have  gained 
as  much  by .  the  -  punilhment  as  was  gained  by  the  toleradoq  of 
debauchery. 

It  has  however  fome  cKc& ;  it  may  be  imagined,  that  no  man  can 
be  trufted,  where  he  is  not  known,  and  that  fome  men  are  known 
too  well  tp  be  trufled;  and  therefore  many  muft  be  occafionally 
hindered  from  drinking  fpirits,  while  the  law  remains  in  its  prefent 
fiate )  whoy  when  houfes  are  fet  open  ^y  licence^  will  never  want  an 
ppportunity  of  complying  with  their  appetites,  but  may  at  any  time 
,  enter  confidently,  and  call  for  poifon,  and  mingle  with  numerous 
afiemblies  met  only  to  provoke  each  other  to  intemperance  by  a 
jLi/id  of  bfutal  emulation  and  obftccperous  merriment. 
.  IThis  bill  therefore,  my  Lords,  is,  as  it  has  been  termed,  only  an 
pZftTKtnei^ ',  an  experimeitf}  my  Lords,  of  a  y^xy  daring  kind,'  ^ich 

none 
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none  would  haatsrcl  but  empirical  politicians.  It  is  an  experiment  to 
difcover  how  £ir  the  vices  of  the  populace  may  be  made  uTeful  to  die 
government,  what  taxes  may  be  raifed  upon  poifon,  and  bow  much 
the  Court  may  be  enriched  by  the  deftru£lion  of  the  fubjeds. 

The  tendency  of  this  bill  is  fo  evident,  that  thofe  who  appeared  as 
its  advocates  b^ve  rather  endeavoured  to  defeat  their  opponents  hy 
(charging  their  propofals  with  abfardity,  than  by  extenuating  the  ill 
confequence  pf  thpir  own  fcheme. 

Their  principal  charge  is,  that  thofe  who  oppofe  the  bill  recom* 
mend  a  total  prohibition  of  all  Q>irits,  This  aflertion  gives  theq>  an 
ppportunity  of  abandoning  their  own  paufe,  to  expatiate  upon  the 
innocent  ufes  of  fpirits,  of  their  efficacy  in  medicine,  and  their  con^ 
lenience  in  domeftic  bufinefs,  and  to  advance  a  multitude  of  politions 
yfhich  they  knpw  wi]l  not  be  denied,  but  which  may  be  at  once  made 
uk\tb  to  th^m ;  by  ^ifluring  them,  that  no  man  defires  to  deftry  die 
diftillery  for  the  pleafure  of  deftroying  it,  or  intends  any  thing  more 
0ian  fome  provifions  if^hich  may  hinder  diftilled  (pirits  froo:  being 
^ank  by  common  people  upon  comnaon  occafions. 

Having  thus  pbyiated  the  only  anfwer  that  has  hitherto  been  made 
to  the  ftrong  arguments  which  have  \>ecn  offered  againfl  the  bill,  I 
muft  dcclarp,  that  I  have  heard  nothing*  elfe  tbatdcferves  an  anfwer, 
pr  tbat  can  pqffibly  make  any  impreffion  in  favour  of  the  bill ;  a  bill, 
my  Lords,  teeming  with  feditio^  and  idlenefs,  difeafes  and  robberies  ; 
^  bill  that  will  enfeeble  the  body,  corrupt  the  mind,  and  turn  the 
f^ities  of  tbi^  populoiis  kingdom  into  prifons  for  villains,  or  hofpltals 
for  cripples  i  and  wt)ich  I  thin|p  it  therefore  out  duty  to  rejed. 

Lord  Lonsdale  next  fpoke  to  the  tffcSt  following: — My  Lords, 
the  bill,  op  which  we  are  now  finally  to  determine,isoffuch  a  tendency 
that  it  canf^ot  be  made  a  law,  without  an  open  and  avowed  difregard 
of  all  the  rules  which  it  has  been  hitherto  thought  the  general  intereft 
of  human  nature  to  preferve  inviolable.  It  is  oppoiite  at  once  to 
the  precepts  of  the  wife,  and  the  pradice  of  the  good,  to  tl)e  original 
principles  of  virtue  and  the  eflablifbed  maxims  of  policy. 

I  ihall,  however,  only  confider  it  with  relation  to  policy,  becaufe 
the  other  confiderations  wi|l  naturally  coincide ;  for  policy  is  only  th^ 
connexion  of  prudence  with  goodnefs,  and  iireSts  only  what  virtue 
each  particular  occurrence  recjuires  to  be  immediately  pradifed. 

The  firft  principle  of  policy,  my  Lords,  teaches  us,  that  the  power 
|uid  greatnefs  of  a  ftate  arifcs  from  the  number  of  its  people ;  unin- 

'  '        habited 
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H^biied  dominions  are  an  empty  flkow,  and  fenre  only  to  «tic«ifflber 
the  nation  to  which  they  belong  j  they  are  a  kind  of  pompous  orna* 
metils,  which  mud  be  thrown  away  in  time  of  danger^  and  equally 
unfit  for  reflftance  and  retreat. 

In  the  prefent  war,  my  Lords,  if  the  number  of  our  people  iterc 
equal  to  that  of  the  two  nation^  againft  whkh  we  are  engaged,  die 
hirrowjiefs  of  our  dominions  would  give  us  a  refiftleft  fupericM^ity  ;  ts 
we  have  fewer  pofts  to  defend,  we  might  fend  more  forces  to  attack 
our  enemies,  who  muft  be  weak  in  every  part,  becaufe  they  muft  be 
difperfed  to  a  very  great  extent*  The  torrent  of  war,  as  a  flbod  of 
water,  is  only  violent  v(4ule  it  is  confined,  but  lofes  its  force  as  it  is 
snore  difFufed. 

In  confequence  of  this  maxim,  my  Lords,  it  is  propofed,  that  be* 
caufe  we  are  at  war  againft  two  mighty  powers,  we  (hall  endeavour 
to  deftroy  by  fpirits  at  home  thofe  who  cannot  fell  by  the  fwoffl  of  tiie 
enemy,  and  that  we  endeavour  to  hinder  the  produ^on  of  another 
generation  -,  for  it  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  and  has  in  this  d^te 
been  univerfally  allowed,  that  the  prefent  pradice  of  drinking  fpiriti 
will  not  6nly  deftroy  the  prefent  race,  but  debilitate  the  next. 

This  furely,  my  Lords,  is  a  time  at  which  we  ought  very  ftudU 
oufly  to  watch  over  the  prefervation  of  thofe  lives  which  we  are  not 
compelled  to  cxpofe,  and  endeavour  to  retrieve  the  lofles  of  war  hf 
encouraging  induftry,  temperance,  and  fobriety. 

Another  principle  of  government  which  the  wifdom  of  our  progenia 
tors  eftabliibed,  was  to  fupprefs  vice  with  the  utmoft  diligence ;  fo^ 
as  vice  muft  always  produce  mifery  to  thofe  whom  it  infeds,  and 
danger  to  thofe  who  arc  confidered  as  its  enemies,  it  is  contrary  to 
'  jftfe  end  of  government ;  and  the  government  which  encourages  vic6 
is  neccflarily  labouring  for  its  own  deftruftion  ;  for  the  good  will  iiot 
fupport  it,  becaufe  they  are  not  benefited  by  it,  and  the  wicked  vriH 
betray  it,  becaufe  they  are  vricked. 

How  little  then,  my  Lords,  do  our  fagacious  politicians  underftand 
their  own  intereft  by  promoting  drunkcnnefs  and  luxury,  of  which 
the  natural  train  of  confequences  are  idlenefs,  neceffity,  wickedriefs, 
defperation,  fedition,  and  anarchy!  How  Kttle  do  they  underftand 
ivhat  it  is  thfit  gives  ftability  to  the  febrick  of  our  conftitution,  if 
fhey  imagine  it  can  long  (land,  when  it  is  not  fupported  by  virtue. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  maxims,  another  may  be  advanced,  xhH 
^11  trades  which  tend  to  impair  either  the  hii^lth  or  virtue  of  die 
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people,  (hould  be  intcniiaed ;  for  fince  the  ftrength  of  the  commu- 
nity confifts  in  the  number  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  no  trade 
deferves  to  be  cultivated  which  does  not  contribute  to  the  one 
or  the  other  ;  for  the  end  of  trade,  as  of  ajl  other  human  attempts,  it 
the  attainment  of  happinefs. 

If  any  trade  that  conduces  not  to  the  happinefs  of  the  community  bj 
increafing  either  the  number  or  the  virtipc  of  the  people,  be  induftri* 
oufly  cultivated,  the  legiflature  ought  to  fupprefs  it ;  if  any  manu- 
fsidure  that  adminifters  temptations  to  wickednefs  be  flouriOiing  and 
extenfive,  it  has  already  been  too  long  indulged  \  and  the  gov<:rn« 
ment  can  atone  for  its  remiiTnefs  only  by  rigorous  irihibition^  £bvere 
^rofecutions,  and  vigilant  enquiries* 

That  the  trade  of  diililling,  my  Lords,  had  advanced  fo  faft  among 
lis,  that  our  manufacturers  of  poifon  are  arrived  at  the  utmoft  degree 
of  (kill  in  their  profeffion,  and  that  the  draughts  which  they  pre|iar6 
are  greedily  fwallowed  by  thofe  who  rarely  look  beyond  the  pcefeot 
inoment^  or  enquire  what  price  muft  be  paid  for  the  prefent  gratiQca* 
tion  ;  that  the  people  have  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  daily  ftupe- 
iaSion;  that  they  are  become  mutinous,  if  they  are  reftraiiied  from 
it ;  and  that  the  law  which  was  intended  to  fuppreft  their  luxury  can«- 
not,  without  tumults  and  bloodihed,  be  put  in  execution,  are,^  io  my 
Opinion,  yery  afFe£ting  coniiderations,  but  they  can  furely  be  of  no 
vfe  for  the  defence  of  this  bill. 

The  more  extenfive  the  trade  of  diftilling,  the  more  muft  fwallev 
the  poUbn  which  it  af&rds ;  the  more  palatable  the  liquor  is  madc^ 
the  more  dangerous  is  the  temptation }  and  the  more  corrupt  the 
people  are  become,  the  mor(  urgent  is  the  neceffity  of  extirpating 
f  hofe  that  have  corrupted  them. 

I  am  not,  my  Lords,  lefs  convinced  of  the  importance  of  trade^ 
than  thofe  Lords  who  have  fpoken  in  the  moft  pathetic  language'for 
the  continuan<;e  of  the  manufacture ;  but  my  regard  for  trade  na*'* 
furally  determines  me  to  vote  againft  a  bill  by  which  idlene(s,  the 
peft  of  commerce,  muft  be  ^couraged,  and  thofe  hands,  by  which 
our  trade  1%  to  be  carried  on,  muft  be  firft  enfeebled  and  foon  after* 
wards  deftroyed. 

Nor  i^  this  kbd  of  debauchery,  my  Lords,  lefs  deftrudive  to  the 
inteieft  of  thofe 'Vtrhofe  riches  confift  in  lands,  than  of  thofe  who  are 
«ng^c4  ia  commerce ;  for  it  undoubtedly  hinders  the  confumptio^ 
of  s^moft  everything  that  land  can  prpduces  of  that  corn  which 
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ihould  be  made  into  bread,  and  brewed  into  more  wholefome  drink  ; 
of  that  fieih  which  is  fed  for  the  market,^  and  even  of  that  wool  which 
Ihould  be  worked  into  cloth;  It  has  been  often  mentioned  ludi-^ 
croofly,  but  with  too  much  truths  that  ftrong  liquors  are  to  the  meaner 
people,  meat,  drink  and  clothes ;  that  they  depend  upon  them  alone 
for  fuftenance  and  warmth,  and  that  they  delire  to  forget  their  wants 
in  drunkennefe  rather  than  fupply  them*  If  wt  therefore  examine 
this  queftion  with  regard  to  trade,  we  (haU  find,  that  the  money 
which  is  (pent  in  drunkennefs  for  the  advantage  only  of  one  diftiller^ 
would  Aipport,  if  otherwife  expended,  a  great  number  of  labourers^ 
hufbandmen,  and  traders ;  fince  one  man  employed  at  die  ftill  may 
fupply  with  the  means  of  debauchery  fuch  numbers,  as  could  not  be 
furniflied  with  innocent  viduals  and  warm  clothes,  but  by  the  in* 
duftry  of  many  hands,  and  the  concurrence  of  many  trades* 

Numbers,  my  Lords,  are  neceffiiry  to  fucccfs  in  conunerce  as  in 
war  I  if  the  manufaAurersbe  few,  labour  will  be  dear,  and  the  value 
of  the  commodity  muft  always  be  proportioned  to  the  price  of  labour. 

Thele,  my  Lords,  are  the  arguments  by  which  I  have  hidierto 
been  incited  to  oppofe  this  bill,  which  I  have  not  found  that  any  of 
its  defenders  can  elude  or  repel ;  for  they  content  themfelves  with  a 
cowardly  conceflion  to  the  multitude,  allow  tbem  to  proceed  in  wick* 
cdnefs,  confefs  they  have  found  themfelves  unable  to  oppofe  their 
fovercign  plcafure,  or  to  withhold  them  from  purfuing  their  own  in- 
dinations;  and  therefore  have  fagacioufly  contrived  a  firheme,  by 
which  they  hope  to  gain  fome  advantage  from  the  vices  which  thej 
cannqt  reform. 

But  who,  my  Lords,  can,  without  horror  and  indignation,  hear 
thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  care  of  the  public,  contriving  to 
take  advantage  of  the  ruin  of  their  country  ? 

Let  others,  my  Lords,  vote  as  their  confciences  will  dired  them, 
I  fiiall  Ukewife  follow  the  dilates  of  my  heart,  and  (hall  avoid  any 
concurrence  with  a  fcheme,  which  though  it  may  for  a  time  benefit 
the  government,  mull  deftroy  the  (Irength  and  virtue  of  the  people^ 
and  at  once  impair  our  trade  and  depopulate  our  country. 

Lord  Carteret  then  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows: 
-—My  Lords,  the  warmth  with  which  this  debate  has  been  hitherto 
carried  on,  and  with  which  the  progrefs  of  this  bill  has  been  oppofed, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  imputed  to  ftrong  prejudices,  formed  whca 
the  quefiion  was  iirft  propofed  i  by  which  the  noble  Lords  buve  been 
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incitedr  to  warm  declamations  and  violent  inveftives ;  who  having 
once  heated  their  minds  with  fufpicions^  have  not  been  able  to  con^ 
fider  the  propofitions  before  them  with  calmnefe  and  impartiality ; 
but  have  purfued  their  firft  notions,  and  have  employed  their  elo- 
quence in  difplaying  the  abfurdtty  of  pofitions  never  advanced,  and 
the  mtfchief  of  confequences  which  will  never  be  produced. 

It  is  iirft  to  be  confldered,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  is  intended,  not 
to  promote,  but  to  hinder,  the  confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors ;  it 
is  therefore  by  no  means  neceflary  to  expatiate  upon  that  which  is 
prefuppofed  in  the  bill,  the  pernicious  quality  of  fpirits,  thedeteftable 
nature  of  drunkenness,  the  wickednefs  or  miferies  which  •  are  pror 
duccd  by  it.  Almoft  all  that  has  been  urged  by  the  noble  Lords  who 
•bave  fpoken  with  the  greateft  warmth  againft  the  bill,  may  reafonabljr 
be  conceived  to  have  been  advanced  for  it  by  thofe  who  projected  it ; 
of  whom  it  may  bejuftly  imagined,  that  they  were  fully  convinced 
how  much  fpiiits  were  abufed  by  the  common  people,  and  how  much 
that  abufe  contributed  to  the  wickednefs  which  at  prefent  prevail* 
amongtt  us,  fince  they  thought  it  neceflary  to  prevent  them  by  a 
sew  law* 

But,  my  Lords,  when  they  faw,  that  the  abufe  of  difiilled  liquors 
was  in  a  very  high  degree  detrimental  to  the  public,  they  faw  like* 
wife,  that  the  trade  of  diftilling  was  of  great  ufe;  that  it  employed 
great  numbers  of  our  people,  and  confumed  a  great  part  of  the  pro* 
duce  of  our  lands ;  and  that  therefore  it  could  not  be  fupprefled* 
without  injuring  the  public,  by  reducing  many  fiamilies  to  fudden 
poverty,  and  by  depriving  the  farmers  of  a  market  for  a  great  part  of 
their  corn.  In  the  plains  of  the  Weftern  part  of  this  ifland,  the 
grain  that  is  chiefly  cultivated  is  barley,  and  that  barley  is  chiefly 
confumed  by  the  diftillers ;  oor,  if  they  ftibuld  be  at  once  fupprefled^ 
could  the  hufbandman  readily  fell  the  produce  of  his  labour  and  his 
grounds,  or  the  landlord  receive  rent  from  his  eftate  ;  fince  it  would 
then  produce  nothing,  or  what  is  in  efiefi  the  fame,  nothing  that 
«ould  be  ibid. 

It  is  indeed  pofliUe,  my  Lords,  that  the  Dutch  might  buy  it ;  but 
then  it  muft  be  confidered„  that  we  muft  pay  them  money  for  the 
favour,  fince  we  allow  a  premium  upon  exportation,  and  that  we 
fliall  buy  it  back  again  in  fpirits,  and  confequently  pay  them  for 
snanufii£hiring  our  own  produd.  For  it  is  ndt  to  be»imagined,  that 
any  law  will  immediately  reclaim  the  diipofitions^  or  reform  the 
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tppetites  of  the  people.  They  ate  well  knowtt  to  have  drank  (pints 
before  they  were  made  in  our  couatry,  and  to  indulge  themfelves  at 
prefent  in  many  kinds  of  luxury  which  are  yet  loaded  with  a  very  hi^ 
tax.  It  is  not  therefore  probable^  that  upon  Che  impofition  of  a  bigk 
duty  they  will  immediately  defift  from  drinking  fpirits ;  they  wili  in^ 
deed,  as  now,  drink  thofe  which  can  be  moft  eafdy  procured  j  and  if» 
|)y  a  high  tax  fuddenly  impofed,  foreign  fpirits  be  made  cheaper  Aan 
our  own,  foreign  fpirits  will  only  be  ufed,  our  diftillery  will  be  de« 
firoyed,  and  our  people  will  yet  not  be  reformed. 

That  heavy  taxes  will  not  deter  the  people  from  any  favourite  en- 
joyment, has  been  already  ihewn  by  the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  the  laft 
attempt  to  reftrain  them  from  the4ife  of  fpirits,  and  may  be  every  day 
difcovered  from  the  ufe  of  tobacco,  which  is  univerfally  taken  by  the 
common  people,  though  a  very  high  duty  is  laid  upon  it,  and  though 
a  King  thought  it  fo  pernicious  that  he  employed  his  pen  againft  it. 
The  Commons  therefore  prudently  forbore  to  ufe  violent  meafures, 
which  might  difguft  the  people,  but  which  they  had  no  realbn  to  be^' 
lieve  fuiScient  to  reform  them,  and  thought  it  more  expedient  to 
proceed  by  more  gentle  methods,  which  might  operate  by  impercepti* 
ble  degrees,  and  which  might  be  made  morp  forcible  and  compulfive, 
if  they  ihould  be  found  inefFe&ual. 

Another  evil  will  by  this  n>ethod  likewife  be  avoided,  which  is  the 
certain  confequence  of  high  duties;  this  tax  will  produce  no  dan- 
deftine  frauds  nor  rebellious  defiance  of  the  legifiature,  the  difiillers 
will  not  be  tempted  to  evade  this  impoft  by  perjuries,  too  often 
pra£Ufed  where  the  profit  of  them  is  great,  nor  fmugglers  to  aflemUe 
in  numerous  troops  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  carry  imported 
liquors  through  the  country  by  force,  in  oppofition  to  Ae  officers  of 
the  cuftoms,  and  the  laws  of  the  nation.  That  this  likewife  is 
pra£lifed  upon  other  occafions  to  efcape  heavy  taxes,  all  the  weekly 
papers  inform  us  ;  nor  are  there  ixiany  months  in  which  fome  of  the 
King's  officers  are  not  maimed  or  murdered  doing  of  their  duty. 

All  thefe  evils,  my  Lords,  and  a  thoufand  others,  will  be  avoided 
by  an  eafy  tax ;  in  favour  of  which  I  cannot  but  wonder,  that  it 
Ihould  be  neceilary  to  plead  fo  long,  fince  every  nation,  which  bar 
any  pretention  to  civility  or  a  regular  government,  will  agree,  that 
heavy  impofts  are  not  to  be  wantonly  infli^ed^  and  that  feveritj  is 
pever  tff  be  pr^f^Ted  till  lenity  has  failed. 
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It  therefore  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  juftice^  reafon,  and 
experience,  unite  in  fovour  of  this  bill ;  and  that  nothing  is  to  be 
feared  from  it,  but  that  it  will  not  be  fufiiciently  coercive,  nor  re« 
ftraiil  the  abiife  of  fpirits  fo  much  as  is  hoped  by  thofe  that  have  ftood 
up  in  it&  vindication.  That  it  cafi  encourage  drunkemiefs^  or  in- 
trreafe  the  confumption  of  diftilled  liquors,  is  furely  impoffible }  for  .. 
they  are  now  drunk  without  reiiraint ;  and  therefore  no  reftrarnt  will 
be  takeil  ftw&y :  and  fince  their  price  nnift  be  increafed  by  a  double 
duty,  It  may  reafonabfy  be  conceived,  that  thofe  who  now  fpend  all 
that  they  can  gain  by  their  labour  in  drunkennefs,  mtift  be  content 
with  lefs  than  before,  becaufe  they  will  have  no  more  to  fpend ;  and 
what  has  hitherto  enabled  them  to  riot  in  debauchery^  will  no  longer 
be  fufficient  for  the  fame  purpofes ;  the  fame  excefs  vrill  require  more 
money,  and  more  money  cannot  be  had» 

I  do  not  affirm,  my  Lords,  thit  the  fuccefs  of  this  bill  is  demons 
ftrably  certain  i  not  cart  I  deny  th^t  many  arguments  have  been  aU 
ledged  againft  it  which  cannot  eafily.be  confuted  ;  all  chat  I  can  ven^ 
ture  to  aflcrt  is,  'that,  in  ttiy  opinion,  the  reafofts  for  the  bill  prepoh* 
derate,  not  that  thofe  agasnfi  it,  are  Without  weight* 

Of  this,  at  leaft,  we  are  certain,  that  the  bill  can  produce  rib  ill 
coniequences;  and  that  if  the  experience  of  the  enfuing  year  Iball 
ihew  it  to  be  inefie£lual,  it  may  be  amended  in  the  next  feffion  by 
new  provifions,  which  we  fliall  be  then  more  able  to  adjuft  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public. 

All  laws,  efpecially  thofe  which  regard  ^Complicated  and  intricate 
affairs,  have  been  perfeded  by  degrees  ^  experience  has  difcovered 
thofe  deficiencies  which  iagacity  could  not  forefee,  and  the .  progreft 
of  human  wifdom  has  been  sllways  flow.  To  charge  any  fcheme 
with  impeHe£tion,is  only  to  alledge  that  it  is  the  produ£lion  of  men, 
of  beings  finite  in  their  capacity,  and  liable  to  error  i  nor  do  I  fee 
what  can  be  recommended  to  fuch  beings,  more  than  what  the  go* 
▼emment  is.  now  endeavouring  to  pradife,  that  nothing  flfould  be 
done  precipitately,  and  that  experience  fhould  alvt^ay^  be  trufted  ra- 
ther than  conje£hire* 

Lord  Lonsdale  next  fpokc  to  the  effeft  following : — My  Lords, 
The  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  have  by  np^me^s  influenced  me 
to  alter  my  opinion ;  nor  do  I  now  rife  up  ;to>Brt5nounce  a  recanta-    • 
tion  of  any  df  my  former  aflertiorts^ -Woj^  to*''c3Cplain  one  of  thcn%[' 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  Ui^^troveit*  *     , 
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He  obfcrves,  in  oppofition  to  my  argument,  that  the  diftillery  con- 
tributes to  the  confumption  of  the  produce  of  our  grounds,  and  by, 
confequence  to  the  advantage  of  thofe  who  poffefs  them  ;  but  I,  my 
Lords,.am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  produces  a  contrary  eiFed,  and 
that  it  hinders  the  confumption,  even  of  that  grain  which  is  em- 
ployed in  it. 

We  rfiay  reafonably  fuppofc,  my  Loids,  that  they  who  now  drink 
diftilled  liquors,  would,  if  they  were  debarred  from  them,  endeavour 
to  obtain  from  a!c  and  beer  thp  fame  renovation  of  their  vigour,  and 
relaxation  of  their  cares  ^  and  that  therefore  more  ale  would  be 
brewed,  as  there  would  be  more  purchafers :  if  therefore  the  fame 
quantity  of  malt,  which  is  fufficient,  when  diftilled,  to  produce  in- 
toxication, would,  when  brewed  into  ale,  have  the  fame  efied,  the 
confumption  would  ftill  be  the  fame,  whether  ale  or  fptrits  were  ia 
ufe ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  the  fourth  part  of  the  malt  which  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  furnilh  ale  for  a  debauch,  will,  when  exalted  in  the  ftiU,  be 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  moft  greedy  drunkard ;  and  it  is  therefore 
evident,  that  he  who  drinks  ale,  confumes  more  barley  by  three  parts 
in  four  than  he  v&ho  indulges  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  fuppofipg  them  both 
equally  criminal  in  the  excefs  of  their  enjoyments. 

The  noble  Lord  has  taken  occafion  to  mention  tobacco,  as  aa 
inftance  of  the  obftinacy  with  which  the  people  perfever?  in  a  prac- 
tice to  which  they  are  addifted.  Of  the  obftinacy  of  the  people,  my 
Lords,  I  am  fufficiently  convinced ;  but  hope  that  it  will  never  be 
able  to  overpower  the  legiflature,  who  ought  to  enforce  their  laws, 
and  invigorate  their  efforts  in  proportion  to  the  atrocioufnefs  of  the 
corruption  which  they  arc  endeavouring  to  extirpate  :  nor  do  I  think 
fo  meanly  of  government,  as  to  believe  it  unable  to  reprefs  drunken* 
nefs  or  luxury,  or  in  danger  of  being  fubverted,  in  a  conteft  about 
fpirits  or  tobacco. 

Tobacco,  indeed,  has  not  properly  been  produced  as  an  inftance  $ 
for  I  never  he^rd,  th^t  bpweyer .  it  may  be  .difag^roved  by  .parjtic\ilar, 
men,  of  whatever,  rank  or  abilities^  it  was  prohibitjsd  .by  law^  nor 
ihould  I  think  any  fuch  prohibition  neceftary  or  reafonable  :  for  toi- . 
bacco,  my  Lords,  is  not  poifofv^  likp  di/UUcd  fpirifs^  naf.  is  tbf  xufe 
of  \l  fomucb  injurious  to.he;altb7.asj)fFe{ifive  to.delic^cy» 

The;  poifoaQMsand  deftrudtive.iq^^ality.  o{  tbefe  lic^uors- is  confeijed 
h^  the  nobl^Xord^  a*  coofirffion  with  wbifh^  fin4.it  very  di%ulf  to 
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leconcile  his  folicitude  forthe-diftiUery ;,  for  when  it  isoncegrantol^ 
that  fpirits  corrupt  the  mmd»  weaken,  the  limhs^  itnpair  virtue,  anb 
&otpu\  life,  any.  arguments;  in. faror  of  thofc  vriiot  manufadlure  thom. 
come  tpo  late,  fince  no  adrantage  can.  be  equivalent  to.  the  1q6  ofi 
honefty  and  life.  When  the  noble  Lord  has  urged  that  the.diftillerjnr 
*  employs  greatnumhers  of.  hands,,  and  thereforJB.ought  to  beenoou* 
raged,  may  it  not,  upon  his  .own  conceiBon,  be  replied,  that  thofe 
numbers  are  employed  in  murder,  and  that  their  trade  ought,  like? 
that  of  other  murderers^  to  be  ftopped?«-^When.he  urges  that  muck 
of  our  grain  is  confumedin  the  fttll,  may  we  not  anfwer,  and.anfwcf> 
irrefiftibly,  that  it.is.confumed  by  being  turned  into  poifon,  infteadl 
of  bread  ?  And  can  a  ftronger  argument  be  imagined,  for  the  fnp*' 
preffion  of  this  deteftable  buiinefs,  than  that  it  employs  multitodei^ 
and  that  it  is  gain&il  and  extenfive  ? 

Nor  can  I  difcover,  my  Lords,  bow  the  care  of  preferving  tbe> 
diftillery  is  confident  with  the  ends  which  the  preamble  in  tbb  bill*' 
declares  to  be  propofed,  or  which  the  advocates  for  it  appear- to 
defire.    If  the  confumption  of  diftilled  fpirits  is  to  be  hindered,  houP 
is  the  diftillery  to  remain  uninjured  ?  If  the  trade  of  diftilling  is  not 
to  be  impaired,  what  {hall  hinder  the  confumption  of  fpirits  ?  So  £ur 
as  this  bill  operates,  the  diftillers  muft  be  impoveriflied  by  it ;  and 
if  they  majr  properly  and  juftly  fuiFer  a  fmall  diminution  of  their 
profit  for  a  fmall  advantage  to  the  public,  why  will  not  a  greater 
benefit  be  equivalent  to  a  greater  diminution  ? 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  apparent,  than  that  the  real  defign 
of  this  bill,  however  its  defenders  may  endeavour  to  conceal  it  in  the 
mift  of  fophiftry,  is  to  lay  only  fuch  a  tax  as  may  increafe  the  reve* 
nue ;  and  that  they  have  no  defire  of  fuppreffing  that  vice  which  may 
be  made  ufeful  to  their  private  purpofe,  nor  feel  any  regret  to  fill  die 
exchequer  by  the  flaughter  of  the  people. 

Lord  Aylesford  then  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  pur- 
pofe : — My  Lords,  The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  in  defence  of  this 
new  fcheme,  appears  to  have  imbibed  very  ftrong  prejudices  in  favour 
of  the  diftillery,  from  which  he  finds  it  practicable  to  draw  large 
fums  for  the  fupport  of  the  meafures  which  have  been  already  formed^ 
and  which  he  therefore  confiders  as  the  moft  important  and  benefi- 
cial trade  of  the  Britiih  nation. 

It  is  not  improbable,  my  Lords,  that  in  a  ihort  time  all  the  pro- 

Tifions  which  have  been  made  by  the  provifion  of  our  anceftors  for 
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Ae  fapport*  of  the  woollen  muiufadure^  nclil  be  transferred  fot  the 
encouragement  of  the  diftillery,  which  appears  to  be  at  prefent  the 
reigning  favourite ;  for  it  is  evident^  that  both  manufactures  cannot 
fubiift  together,  and  that  either  muft  be  continued  by  the  ruin  of 
the  other. 

Of  diefe  rivals,  which  is  doomed  to  fidl,  we  may  conjedure  froia 
die  enconiium  juft  now  beflowed  upon  the  prudence  of  the  Com* 
mons,  by  whom  the  darling  diftillery  has  been  fo  tenderly  treated ; 
yet  that  the  trade,  in  which  the  bounty  of  nature  has  enabled  us  to 
excel  all  other  nations  of  the  world,  may  not  be  fuifered  to  periih  in 
lilence,  I  will  take  this  opportunity  to  declare,  that  this  boafted  ptu^ ' 
dence  can,  in  my  opinion,  produce  no  other  eff^s  than  poverty 
and  ruin,  private  calamities,  and  general  wickednefs ;  that  by  en* 
couraging  drunkennefs.  at  the  expence  of -trade,  it  will  ftc^allthe 
currents  by  whi<;h  the  gold  of  foreign  nations  has  flowed  upon  iiS| 
andexpolc  us  to  conqueft,  and  to  flavery. 

«  Thus  ended  this  memorable  debate.    The  queftion  being  ^a^  WB 
t^tecmincd  in  favour  of  the  bin  by  57  againft  39*       .     - 
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